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HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTJO? 


0 ft t’h f. 

i 


ORIGIN.' of COMMERCE, 

* * 

FROM THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS, £sV. 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, 

Continued from the Tear i 762, the Period at which Mr. Anderson clofed 
his History, down to the End of the Tear 17S8. 

A D. 

* 763 T N the early part of this year, peace was concluded by the belligerent powers of Europe.—• 
A On the tenth day of February, the definitive treaty of peace was ftgned, and foon after rati¬ 
fied, between the court of Great Britain and thofe of France and Spain, and between the two 
latter crowns and that of Portugal.—rOn the twenty-fecond of March following, peace war 
proclaimed, with tire ufual folemnities, at London, ' 

In this definitive treaty, the moft material alterations from, or explanations cf, the prelimi¬ 
nary articles of pe^ce,.of the third day of November, 1762, are :— 

i. That inftead of the fifth article of the preliminaries relating to Dunkirk, the thirteenth 
irticle of the definitive treaty ftipulates, “ That Dunkirk fhaii , be put into the Rate fixed by 
l * the laft treaty of Aix la Chapeile, and by former treaties. The Cuhette • fbalfbe deftroyed 
“ immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of the prefent treaty, a* well as the forts 
and batteries which defend the entrance on the fide of tire fea; and provifion fhall be mad© 
“ at the lame time for the whokfbmenefs of the air, and for the health of the inhabitants, by 
“ fome other paeans, to the fatisfa&ion of the King of Great Britain.” f 

' / 

• A Cunttte, fomotimes called a Cuvette, ii generally detcribed to be a deep trench, (tnoftly a wet one) dug along the 
bottom of a broader err lai f s f d ty .dlteh, for rendering the approach to the place more difficult. 

Vol. IV. •»' A 


II. That 
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176,3 II. That, inftead of the tenth preliminary, the eleventh article of the definitive treaty Hi pa¬ 
lates, “ That Great Britain fhall reflore to France, in the condition they now are in, the 
** different fa&orics (in the preliminary article called comptoirs) which that crown poffcficd, 
** as well on the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, as on that of Malabar, as alfo in Bengal, at 
4 ‘ the beginning of the year 1749 : and France renounces all pretenfions to the acquifitions 
«* fhe had made on the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa.;” (/. e. Fort St. David, and its depen¬ 
dencies) “ And his molt Chrillian Majdly lhall reflore, on Iris part, all that he may have 
«* conquered from Great Britain in tire Ea$ Indies drfring the prefent war; and will exprcfsly 

'caul'c Nattal and Tapanoullv,” i. e. Bcncoolen, fee. “in the ifland of Sumatra, to be rc- 
“ ltored. And he further engages, not to cre£t fortificj^icy s, or to keep troops in any parts 
“ of the dominions of the Subah ” commonly called the^abob, “ of Bengal. And, in 
“ order*to preferve future peace on the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, the Engiifh and 
“ French lhall acknowlegdc Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, and 
“ Salabat Jing for lawful S^ibah of the Decan; and both parties fhall renounce all demands 
“ and pretenfions of fatisfaftion with which they might charge each other, or their Indian 
“ allies, for the depredations or pillage committed on cither fide during the war.” 

To this article, his Grace the Duke of Bedford fubjoined a declaration, importing “ That, 
“ for the preventing of all fubjeft of difputc, on account of the limits of the territories of the 
“ Subah of Bengal, as well as of-the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, the laid territories of the 
“ Subah of Bengal, fhall be reputed to extend only as far as the Yanaon exclufively ; and that 
“ the Yanaon fhall be confidered as included in the northern part of the coaft of Coromandel 
“ and Orixa*.” 

III. Inftead of the fourth article of the preliminaries, by which the French King obliges 
liimfelf, on his rcya! word only, not to fortify the ifiands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, that King, 
by the fixth article of the definitive treaty, “ abfolutely engages not to fortify thofe ifiands, &c. 
“ as in the fair! preliminary article.” 

IV. Inftead of the words of the nineteenth preliminary article, by which “ his Catholic 
“ Majefty cedes and guarantees to his Britannic Majefty ail that Spain pofllflcs on the conti- 
“ nent of North America, to the eaft or to the fouth-caft of the river Miffifippiby the 
“ twentieth article of the definitive treaty, “ his Catholic Majefty cedes and guarantees, in 
“ full right, to his Britannic Majefty, Florida, with the fort St. Auguftine, and the bay of 
“ Penfacola ; as well as all that Spain poffcfTcs on the continent of North America, to the eaft, 
“ or to the fouth-eaft of the river Miffijippi; and, in general, every thing that depends on the 
“ laid countries and lands, with the fovereignty, property, and pofteftion, and all rights ac- 
“ quired by treaties, or otherwife, which the Catholic King and the crown of Spain have had, 
“ till now, over the faid countries, Ac. in the moft ample manner and form, Ac.” 

V. Inftead of the latter part of the ninth article of the preliminaries, by which “France 
“ cedes, in full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, Senegal;” in the tenth 
“ article of the definitive treaty it is thus expreffed;—“ His moft Chriftian Majefty cedes, in 
“ full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, the river Senegal, with the forts 
“ and factories of St. Louis, Podor, and Galatn; and with all the rights and dependencies of 
“ the faid river Senegal.” Which forts and territories were thought fo impoitant by the 
Houfe of Commons, that, on the thirtieth of the faid month of March, they palled a vote of 
credit for his Majefty to expend as for as feven thoufand pounds, for repairing and improving 
the fame. 
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A. I). 

1763 With regard to Afia, the eleventh article of the definitive treaty fufiiciemly demonftrates the 
great fuperiority wc obtained by it in the Eaft Indies, as it neceffarily produced a great in- 
creafc of our Company’s commerce thither, and a pyoponionablc augmentation of the cuftoms, 
as well as of our national wealth, and of the linking fund. 

II. In Africa, our polTdlion of the French fettlciucnts on the liver Senegal, afforded us the 
profitable command of that moft ufeful article gum Senega), fo indifpcnlably ueccfiary for the 
perfefting of many of ouf own manufactures : and, by the vaft enlargement of our continental 
as well as infular dominions in •America, the demand for negro llaves from that and other 
parts of the African coaft, greatly increafed, and therewith that of our ihipping and mariners j 
and allb a proportionable, or Act haps greater augmentation of our outward-bound cargoes, con¬ 
fining of our own various q^n?flk£turcs, for the purchafe ofthofe Haves, Ac. 

III. With regard to the ngw acquiiitions, both from France and Spain, on the continent 
of North America, confidercd either in a political or commercial viewy they afforded a profpcct 
of adding, in a pre-eminent degree, to the national profperity. 

IV. l!y the extenfive province of Florida, which was theft yielded to us by Spain, and by 
the further addition of almoll the only valuable part of Louifiana, our empire in America was 
not only rendered vaftly more extenfive, but likewife extremely fecurc, down from our pro¬ 
vince of Georgia fouthward, to the Cape of Florida ; and thence turning weftward, along the 
great gulph or bay of Mexico, up to the qjputh of the river Miflifippi; ail which has no other 
frontier but the ocean : an extreme advantage to a commercial nation. But this was not all the 
benefit arifing from fuch conceifion : for, by the advantage of the hay and harbour of Pen fa- 
cola, Ac. we were enabled, in time of war, to command the neighbouring Teas and coafts be¬ 
longing to thofc two nations; with other advantages, which are now unncceflary to be men¬ 
tioned. 

V. By our treaty with Spain, we tffeftually cftahlilhed our before difputed right to the pro 
fitablc benefit of our unlimitedly cutting of logwood on the firores of Campeachy ; where we 
were alfo empowered to have habitations for our people, and flore-houfcs for our goods; where 
alfo, in cafe of any future rupture, it would always be in our power to form a more effeftual 
eftabliihment. By this important conceifion, a great hone of contention, of near one hund¬ 
red years Handing, was alfo moft fortunately abolilhed. 

VI. Even with refpeft to the Weft India illands, we may obferve, that although, in order 
to get rid of our troublefomc neighbours on the-American continent, and to obtain of them 
many other important advantages, in different parts of the world, it was judged expedient to 
reftore the fugar illands wc had conquered, together with the neutral one of St. Lucia, we 
ftiil acquired, by the ninth article of the definitive treaty, the illands of Grenada and the Gre¬ 
nadines, and likewife the neutral illes of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago ; with the ad¬ 
ditional and permanent benefit of for ever annihilating the name or appellation of any neutral 
illc in thole leas; whereby each nation’s poffeffions and property there are now diftmtUy 
alccrtained, and a final period put to fo long a plea for altercation. 

Laftly, the cffc&ual demolition of the impregnable part of the fea-port of Dunkirk was now 
fully executed ; not merely becaufe fo ftipulated, as it had been thrice before, but bceaufe wc 
were in poffeflion of what we never before effcftually had,—a furc pledge of its being dulv 
performed, < 

Thefe were, without doubt, moft fubftantial and important objefls :—But that they were 
adequate to the advantages we had gained during the courfc of the war, was an opinion by no 

A z 


means 
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1763 means unanimous throughout the kingdom ; and there frcre not wanting perfons of the firft 
talents, and the greateft name, who decried this peace, as difgraceful to a people, victorious in. 
every part of the glfihc; and who, it was aflerted, poflefTcd refources to continue the career 
of fuccefs, till they had brought their enemies to their feet. But we muft prefer narrative to 
fpeculation;—it is our office to relate things as they happen, and not detail opinions as they 
arife; more particularly at a period when the eftabliflied freedom of the prefs, and the great 
increafe of knowledge, biing every public queftion intp voluminous difeuffion. This work 
would err from its delign, if we were to dta more titan Bate thdfe fafts which are appropriate to 
it, and recite thofe meafures which have proceeded from rite mind of government: to review 
the deliberations that produced them is not our provin@^^}lt is not for us to rcafon,-—but to 
relate. ’ . '' 

To clear away the incumbrances of tiie late war, fuppliei were to be raifed, and, of courfe, 
taxes to be impofed. For thefe purpolcs it was propofed by government, 

Firff, To take two millions from the finking fund. 

Secondly, To ftrike one million eight hundred thoufand pounds in Exchequer bills. 
Thirdly, To borrow two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds on annuities: and, 
Fourthly, To form two lotteries, for three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds each. 

To pay the intereft on thefe loans, which, amounted, in the whole, to feven millions three 
hundred thoufand pounds, an additional duty, of eight pounds per tun, was laid upon all 
wines of the growth of France, and four pounds per tun on all others. 

This part of the plan of ways and means was unexceptionable ; but another duty was added, 
which furnifhed the opponents of government with a fubjeft of popular outefy, and the fuc- 
cefsful preans of influencing the whole nation : this was a duty of four {hillings per liogftiead 
•to be laid on cyder, and to he fubjeft, with fome qualifications, to all th'e laws of excife. As 
this aft became an objeft of great popular frenzy and tumult, and feemed to intereft the paf- 

fions of the people in general at the time it was agitated and patted, we fliall infert a general 
abflraft of it. • ° 

“ That from and after the thirty-firft day of March, 1763, the Following additional duties 
fhall take place, viz. « 

“ On French wine and vinegar imported, eight pounds per tun, and all other wines and 
vinegar imported four pounds per tun ; to be collcftcd, levied, and paid, as expreffied in the 

aft of James II. or m any other aft by which the duties thereby granted are made per. 
petual. , 1 


“ Damaged and unmerchantable wines Ihall be exempted from thefe additional duties. 
j J' b , e . { *‘ d duUCS fhail be undcr t,1e management of the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms 
and fhall be paid over weekly by the Receiver-Gcneral into the Exchequer, apart from all 
atld Aa0 be entered accordingly in proper books to be provided there for that 

“ No allowance fhall be made for leakage, but upon wines imported direftly from the coun- 
excepted! * CC ^ ^ M * dc ' n ^ thc Britifh P lai «ations in America 

“ Fr :r:t r ^ * fth i ^ 1 76 * an additiona ' ^»«»* «,. nd 

< * dcr and ^ im P° rted > fhillings per tun; and upon all cyder 
and perry made vmhm Great Britain, four fhillings per hogfhead, to be paid by the maker. 

“ The 
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K. r». 

x763 “ Tbs duties upon cyder and perry made in England, to be under the receipt and manage¬ 

ment of the commiffioners and officers of excife there, and thofe in Scotland under like officers 
there. The commiffioners lhali appoint a fufficient number of officers, and the duties (hall 
be paid into the Exchequer apart from all other monies. 

“ The makers of cyder and perry, not being compounders, fhall enter their names, and the 
mills, prefles or other utenfils, ho re houfes and other places to be made ufe of, at the next 
office of excife, ten days*before they bigin to work, under the penalty of twenty-five pounds 
for ufing any unentered place. •• . 

“ The officers of excife, upon requeft made, fhall have free accefs, in the day time, to all 
places entered or made ufe ofijfor making or keeping perry or cyder, and lhail gauge and report 
the contents to the comnjmfiSfiers, leaving a copy for the maker. The duties lhail be paid 
according thereto, within fin weeks from making fuch charge; and the ufual allowances lhail 
be made in refped thereof. • • 

“ Perfons intending to fell or remove any cyder cr perry in their pofieffion made before the 
fifth of July, 1763, fhall fend a figned particular thereof to*the next office of excife, ten days 
before the faid fifth of July, that the officer may take an account thereof, and grant certificates 
occafionally for the removal of a like quantity without charging the duty, See, 

“ No cyder or perry exceeding fix gallons fhail be removed, &c. without a certificate, on for¬ 
feiture thereof, with the package. Office^ of the excife may feize the fame. A time fhall be 
limited, for which the certificate fifTtll be in force.. 

“ Perfons making cyder or perry to be confirmed in their own private families only, fhall be 
admitted tocompound for the duties, they giving in a lift of the number it\familv, and paying 
at the rate of five fhillings per head per annum. This compofition to be renewed annually and 
the money paid down at the fame time. The houfes, &c. of perfons who fhall thus com¬ 
pound, fhall be exempted from furvey or fearch : but, upon increafe of the family, a new lift 
fhall he given in, and five-pence per month, per head, fhall be paid for the additional number, 
during the fubfifting unexpired term of the year. Compounders negle&ing to deliver in fuch 
lifis, and to pay their compofition money, fhall be charged with the duty, and become liable 
to a furvey. Perfons dciivering/alfe or dcfeflive lifts, fhall forfeit twenty pounds. 

“ Children under eight years of age fhall not be inferted in the lifts. Compounders may 
fell; difpofeof, or remove any cyder or perry more than fufficient for their own ufe, giving two 
days notice to the proper officer, who fhall attend, and take an account thereof, and charge 
the duties and report the fame to the excife office, leaving a copy with the compounder. Su.-lr 
cyder or perry fhall not be afterwards removed without a certificate. Compounders being 
guilty of any fraud, in felling, exchanging, or delivering cut cyder or perry, fliall forfeit 
twenty pounds. 

“ No compounder fhall let out or lend his mill or other utenfils for making cyder or perry, 
without giving three days previous notice to the proper officer to attend and charge the duties; 
unlefs the cyder or perry be the property of another compounder, or of fome other perfon not 
liable to the duty; and no part of it fliall be removed without a certificate, under a penalty of 
ten pounds. 

“ Perfons ufing their own mills. See. or procuring cyder or perry to be made at the mills, 
&c. of any other perfon, fhall be deemed makers. 

“ Compounders for malt fhall not be liable to compound at pay duties for cyder or perry, to 
be made and contained in their own families, unlefs they fhall fell or otberwife difpofe of any 
2 pa rt 
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1765 part thereof; in which cafe, they /ball comply with the directions given with refpeft to corn- 
pounders in like circumftances. 

“ Occupiers of tenements not rated above forty {hillings per annum to the land tax, and not 
making more than four hogfheads of cyder and perry in the whole year, /hail be exempted 
from duties or compounding. 

“ Thefe new duties on cyder and perry /hall be drawn back on exportation ; and upon dif- 
tiliation thereof into low wines and fpirits ; and upon the fame being made into vinegar, and 
charged with duties as fuch. • '■ c 

“ The penalty of oppofing an officer in the execution of his office, or of refeuing or Having 
any cyder or perry after any feizure thereof, /ha'll be fifty pounds, for every fuch offence. 
Informations for offences againft this ad by the makers loFcjtelcr or perry, fliall be laid within 
three months after being committed ; and notice thereof fliall be given them. 

“ Perfons aggrieved by the judgment of any juftice of the’ peace touching the duties or pe¬ 
nalties, may appeal to the quarter feffions,and the determination of the faid court lhaii be final. 

“ Appellants fliall give notice to the other parties, and the court /hall award colls as they 
fee fit, to be levied by diftraint. 

“ For want of fufficient time intervening, an appeal may be made to the fccond quarter 
feffions. 

“ A re-hearing fhallbe had of the merits of the c^fc upon appeals j and defefts of form in 
the original proceedings may be rectified by the court. 

“ All powers, rules, methods, penalties and claufes in aft xii. Car. II. or in any other a£l 
relating to the revenue of excife, where not altered by this aft, fliall be put into execution with 
refpefttothe duties on cyder and perry. 

“ The penalties and forfeitures relating thereto, fhall be recovered or mitigated as by the laws 
of excife, or in the courts at Weflminflcr, or the court of Exchequer in Scotland, and fhall 
be employed, half to the ufc of the King, and half to him that fhall fue. 

“ The duty on cyder and perry brought from Jerfcy, Guernfey, Sark, or Alderney, fhall be 
paid by the importer before landing, on penalty of being feized and forfeited. 

“ The monies arifing by the refpeftive duties granted by this aft, fliall be entered in proper 
books in the auditors office, feparatcly from each other and from all other monies; and fhall 
be a fund for the payment of the annuities chargeable on the principal fum of five millions 
borrowed on the credit of this aft.” 

The part of this aft which related the duty on cyder and perry, with the mode ofcollefting 
it, was debated with uncommon violence in both Houfes of Parliament, and a very fitong 
protefl was entered in the journals of the Iloufe of Lords againfl it. Nay, fo general was the 
difapprobation of it, that many feared the revival of that fpirit which was railed by a fchtrme of 
excife in the year 1733, w ben not only the political but pcrfonarexiflencc of a great Minifler 
wag in imminent danger. The city of London not only inftrufted its reprefentatives in Par¬ 
liament, but petitioned the different branches of the legiflature againft it; while fome of the 
conftant friends of adminiftration withdrew their fupport on this occafion. Yet we now find 
that many perfons of great property arid political talents are become converts to this mode of 
raffing taxes, and do not hefitate to fupport the opinion, that an extenfion of the excife laws 
merely to objefts, without enlarging the power, would produce a great public benefit, by the 
augmentation it would occafion in the public revenues. 


The 



or THE ORIGIN Of COMMERCE* 


7 


A. D. 

1763 


The produce ®f South Carolina entered for exportation from the port of Charles-town, from 
the twenty-third of December 1761, the day the firft veiTel with rice, of crop 1761, was cleared 
out, to the firft of September 1762, both days inclufive. 

Rice, — — 


Indigo, 

Staves, 

Shingles, 

Corn, 

Peas, 
Butter, 
Deer {kins. 


_ ,» 

✓ jT 


Pitch, — 

Tar, — 

Tobacco, 

Rofin, — 

Tanned leather, 
Tallow, 

Fifh, — 

Timber, &c. 

Oranges, — 

Soap, 

Potatoes, — 

Laths, — 

Turpentine, 

Beef — 

Bacon, — 

Candles, myrtle wax. 
Oats, — 

Hoops, - 

Reeds, — 

Handfpikes, 

Furs, — 


Pink root, — —■ 

Bees wax, — — — —- 

Hams, —- — — 

The following is a lift of the prize goods taken at the Havannah: 
Sugar, — . — — 

Cocoa, — — —- 


63,288 barrels. 

249,000 pounds weight. 

157,880- 

674,740- 

23,194 bufhels. 

3,980 barrels. 

8 kegs. 

331 hogfheads. 

12 cafks. 

’ 215 bundles. 

1,043 loofe. 

3,110 barrels, 

1,119 - 

14 hogfheads, 

19 barrels. 

2,693 fides. 

32 barrels. 

4 i - 

103,29? feet. 

4 barrels. 

100 boxes. 

20 bufhels.. 

3,500 

751 barrels. 

11 -- 

1,648 pounds weight. 
14 boxes. 

388 bufhels. 

14,500 

400 

360 

1 hogfhead. 

1 bundle. 

2 barrels. 

1 calk. 

5 barrels. 


5,841 chefts. 
3,384 ferons. 
3 cafks. 
122 ferons. 


Jefuits bark, 


Hides 
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— — — 8,363: 

— , — — 3,900 

— — 475 bale*. 

—> • — 4,876 ferons. 

— — 59,213 piece®- 

— — 2,003- 

t ^ 

— — — 7 ferons. 

_ , — — •— 2 calks. 

Of which, and the reft of the plunder, the firft diftributiSnWounted to five hundred and fix- 
teen thoufand one hundred and eighty-five pounds three ftii.1 lings. 

It appears by thfc Georgia Gazette, that from the fifth of - January 1762, to the fifth of Ja¬ 
nuary 1763, the exports of that province were. 

Rice, — — — — 


Hide in the hair,. 
Tanned hides. 
Tobacco, 

Snuff, 

Logwood, 

F uftick. 

Timber, 

Cedar planks, 
Cochineal, 
Tortoifelhell, 


Indigo, 

Deer Ikins, 

Beaver Ikins, 

Pine timber. 

Pork, — 

Shingles, 

Staves and heading, 
Beef, 

Indian corn, 
Rough rice, 

Tar, — 

Tanned leather, 
Hoops, — 

Handfpikes, 

Bars, — 


7,440 barrels. 

119 half barrels. 
9,633 pounds weight. 
96 hogfheads. 

83a bundles. 

13 bundles. 
417,449 feet. 

292 barrels. 
688,045 
359,002 

38 barrels. 

1,250 bufhels. 

776 - 


—* — — 246 barrels. 

— — — 1,602 fides. 

— — 10,500 

— — — 1,050 

— — — 2,033 

In the fummer of this year, a very uncommon number of bankruptcies took place at Am- 
fterdam, Hamburg, and feveral other principal towns in Germany. They began at Amftcr- 
dam the latter end of July, by the failure of two brothers of the name of Neuville, for between 
three and four hundred thousand pounds; and that of a Jew for a very confiderahle fum. 
Thefe two bankruptcies occafioned, or at leaft haftened a ftoppage of payment, by no lefs than 
eighteen houfes in that city : they were followed by a {till greater number of failures at Ham¬ 
burg and other places, which gave fuch a blow to private credit, as almoft wholly to interrupt, 
for fome time, the courfc of commercial trail factions. But the Lombard houfes at Amfter- 
dam and Hamburg ftood forward on the occafion, and, by advancing large fums of ready 
money to fuch as could give a proper fecurity, reftored credit to its former functions, and libe¬ 
rated commerce from the opprefiions beneath which it had ltruggled. 

On this occafion feveral merchants, on ftiewing their books to perfons appointed to examine 
them, were protefted from arrefts by the magiftrates: an exercife of power which had the 

public 
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763 public intercft for its objcft, and fliould be adopted, both as politic and humane, by the legis¬ 
lature of every commercial country. 

Various were the conje&urcs concerning the caufcs of thefc alarming failures. But they 
were chiefly attributed to the large fums of money left unpaid by the Englifh and French 
armies, and to the incapacity or indifpofition of fcvcral of the German Princes, to call in the 
bafe money which they had/ound themfelves obliged to iffue, and had got into a very exten- 
five circulation during the courfe o£the war. 

The marine fociety, with that truly patriotic? fpirit which has ever animated its exertions, 
not only received all thofe boys, under fixteen years of age, which it had fent to fea, whp 
thought proper, on being difcha'rged from the King’s fervjce, to apply to them for affiftancc, 
but even invited them to make application to their prote&ion and affiftance. Of fuch the fo¬ 
ciety put out, * . 

To flfhermen, . — — — _ __ 

To mechanic trades, — — —• — 

To manufacturers, 

To public houfes, — — — — — 

To the merchants fcrvice, — — — — 

To the King’s fea officers, who engaged to keep them for three years. 

Sent home to their friends in Scotland andlreland, — — 

Sent home to their friends in England, — — — 

To Agriculture, — — — _ _ 

To watermen and lightermen, — — — — 

Aflifted to procure matters for themfetves, — — 

Cloathed and provided for thcmfelvcs, —- — 


*5 

7i 

17 

6 

29 

80 

9 

20 
1 
9 

17 

21 


Total, 


295 


The Dublin focicty, infpired alfo by a fimilar zeal for the public good, propofed to the flrft 
hundred foldiers or failors who ferved his Majefly out of Great Britain or Ireland, and being 
honourably difeharged from the fervice, fliould take leafes of lives of any lands in the pro¬ 
vinces of Leinfter, Munfter, and Connaught, not lefs than five or more than twenty acres, 
in the year 1763, and hold the fame one year from their taking pofleflion of the faid lands, on 
producing a certificate of their induftry, and being likely to continue, from the clergv-nan of 
the parifh or two neighbouring jutticcs of the peace, five pounds each. 

And to the firft; ten landlords of the provinces of Leinfter, Munfter, and Connaught, who 
fliould let fuch farms to fuch tenants as above, not lefs than five farms by each landlord, a 
gold medal. 

The truftees alfo for the forfeited eftates in Scotland, were not backward in offering the fame 
patriotic encouragement. 

They wilhed to reward thofe men, who had planted the Britifh laurel in every quarter of 
the globe, by affording them a comfortable retreat after all their toils, and to continue tiieir 
fervices to their country by enabling them to purfue the employments of peace. 

For this moft laudable purpole, they»promifed not only lands but materials for building and 
implements of cultivation, together with fifhing boats, tackle, &c. and even money, to fuch 
reduced foldiers and failors as fliould fettle on thefe eftates. And Sir Ludowick Grant and 
Vol. IV. B Mr. 
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1763 Mr. Grant, of Grant, invited them to fettle on their new ground in the counties of Invernefs, 
Murray and Banff, with a promife to let them have from five to fifteen acres of land rent free 
for feven years, paying afterwards one fh filing per acre per annum for twelve years, with 
timber for building, mofs or peat ground for filing, and lime ftone from the quarries. 

The latter end of this year, judgment was pronounced at Paris againft fevcral perfons who 
had been employed by the King of France in the government of Canada, and had been found 
guilty of mal-adminiftration in the co$du& of ij. t Thefe refpeftive officers, befides the 
fentence of banifhment, whofe term was Varied according to the nature of their offences, were, 
moreover, condemned to make reftitution offeveral fums in proportion to the frauds of which 
they had been found guilty; amounting in the whole»to t^e fum of thirteen millions fix hun¬ 
dred and fixty-five thoufand livres. 

, Livres . 


The names, employments, and fines of thefe officers are as follows : 
The Sieur Bigot, lntcfidant of the Province of Canada, - 

The Sieur Varin, Direftor of the Marine at Montreal, 

M. Bread, Comptroller of the Marine, — 

M. Cadet, Purveyor General of the Army, — 

M. Pennifiant, f Commifiioncrs under M. 

M. Maurin, J Cadet, *600,001. livres 

M.,Corpion, each, . 

M. Efta£e, Keeper of the Magazines, — 

M. Martel, ditto, — 

M. Laudrierc, Commandant, — — 

M, Dechinaux, Secretary to the Intendant Bigot, 



4,500,000 

800,000 

300,000 

6,000,000 

1,800,000 

30,000 

200,000 

5,000 

30,000 


Total, 13,665,000 


As foon as the Englifh merchants trading to Canada, who were largely concerned in the 
paper money of that colony, were informed of thefif fines, they made immediate application to 
the Secretaries of State to obtain the fulfilling his moft Chriflian Majefty’s declaration, with 
regard to the bills of exchange, drawn by the government of Canada on that of Old France. 
But, as the final determination of this bufinefs between the two courts did not take place till 
the year 1766, we Hull defer entering further upon the fubjeft till we come to the hifiory of 
that period. 

Yards. 

The linen cloth ftamped in Scotland for fale, from the firft of November 1761, 
to the firft of November 1762, amounted to — — 10,303,237 

The fame, fiom the firft of November 1762, to the firft of November 1763, a- 
mounted to, — — — — — 12,399,656 

Which quantity exceed* that of the preceding year — — 2,096,419 

An account of the fums granted this year by the Irifh Houfe of Commons, for promoting 
the manufaftures, trade and commerce of Ireland. 

To John Wetherell, for preparing and framing the intended book of rates, four hundred 
pounds. 

Fot 
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1763 For carrying on the inland navigation front Limerick to Killaloe, two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred pounds. 

For ditto, from Inifhannon to Dummanway, two thoufand pounds. 

For ditto, from the tide water at St. Mullins, to the town of Monaftcrevan, four thoufand 
pounds. 

For ditto, from Kilkenny to Inifteague, one thoufand five hundred pounds. 

For improving Cork harbour, gne thoufand five hundred pounds. 

For the pier of Balgriggan, one ttioufand five hundred pounds. 

For carrying on the inland navigation by making the river Lagan navigable, and for open¬ 
ing a paflage from Loughneagfi tojielfafl:, two thoufand pounds. 

For ditto, for compleating'a navigation for fhips of one hundred tons burthen, from Fathom 
Point, near Newry, to Drumglafs Colliery, in the county of Tyrone, four thoufand pounds. 

To St. Patrick’s hofpital, one thoufand pounds. 

For Dunleary pier,, one thoufand poupds. # 

For finiihing an harbour at Wicklow, one thoufand pounds. 

For carrying on the ballaft office wall, four thoufand pounds. 

P’or re-building St. John’s church, Dublin, one thoufand pounds. 

To Meffi s. Colvill, Civill and Bryan, to affift them in lefiening the expence of their com- 
pleating a dry dock in the city of Dublin, owe thoufand pounds. 

To the Lying-in-Hofpital, one thoufand pounds. 

To the widow and children of Dr. Moffc, five hundred pounds. 

To the Incorporated Society, twelve thoufand pounds. * 

For carrying on the inland navigation from Dublin through the bog of Allan to the Shan¬ 
non, fix thoufand pounds. 

For carrying on a whale fifhery on the north weft coaft of this kingdom, one thoufand 
pounds. 

For finifhing St. Catherine’s church, Dublin, one thoufand pounds. 

p’or enlarging the quay at Londonderry, one thoufand fix hundred pounds. 

p’or carrying on the inland navigation, by making a navigable canal between the loughs 
Foyle and Sivilly in the county of Donegal, four thoufand pounds. 

For erefting a pier at Killileagh in the county of Down, fix hundred pounds. 

For rc-buiiding John’s and Green’s bridges in the city of Kilkenny, and Bennct’s Thomaf- 
town and Caftlecomer bridges, in the county qf Kilkenny, and for repairing the bridge of 
Enifleage, in the ibid county of Kilkenny, eight thoufand pounds. 

To Henry Cottingliam and James King to reimburfe their lofies, occafioned by the tumul¬ 
tuous proceedings of the late mobs, eight hundred pounds. 

For widening the paffage leading from Anglefea-flrect to College-green, three hundred and 
forty pounds. 

To the city work-honfe, three thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one pounds. 

To Hugh Boyd, Efq; for his having made an harbour at Bally Caftle: and for his keeping 
the faid harbour in repair for twenty-one years, three thoufand pounds. 

To the Dublin Society, two .thoufand pounds. 

To ditto, to be applied for the encouragement of fuch trades and manufaftures, and in fuch 
manner and fubjeft to fuch regulations, as fhall be dire&cd by Parliament, eight thoufand 
pounds. 

B z 


For 
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For competing a convenient way, ftreet, and paflage, from Eflex bridge, to the cftlc of 
Dublin, five thoufand pounds. 

For widening the paflage leading from the fans Quay, to Arran Quay, Dublin, one thou¬ 
fand pounds. 

The following general ftate of the Land-carriage Fifhery, as it flood on the thirtieth of 
September, in this year, according to tile account of Mr. BJafee, the original propofer, and in¬ 
defatigable conduflor of it. f , 

* £■ n 

Capital advanced by the fociety, — — — 2,000 o o 

Addition tnade by Mr. Blake at his own rifk, being borrowed of the fociety, 
on transferring two thoufand pounds of three per cent, consolidated annuities, 
as a fecurity to repay fuch loan on fix months notice, * — 1.500 o o 

A fut ther addition by the fuperintepdant, on the thirtieth ®f September, 

1763, being wanted to m%ke good all payments to that time, — 235 15 7 


Total, 

To anfwcr which fum, there is the following flock in hand of materials :— 
Ninety machines, which, with the neccflarv alterations and improvements, 
coft — — — r ' < — — 

Fitting up a receptacle office, and fundry fhops, — — 

Seven horfes, to carry the tiih to market, with harnefs and fadlcry, 

Bafkets for the machines, markets, &c. —- «— 

Scales and weights for receptacle Ihops and fea-ports, —• 

Coft of a well-boat, and fitting up the fame, — 

A compleat fet of turbot-lines, and other apparatus for two fmacks of fixty 
tons each, — — — — 

A water-cart and tubs for the receptacle, and a large lanthorn ere&cd at 
Lyme Cob, as a guide to the filhing boats on that coaft, — 


3’735 

*5 

7 

c 

1. 

d 

2,584 

12 

6 

914 

9 

7 

160 

3 

9 

129 

h 

3 

48 

15 

4 

146 

3 

0 

5 ° 

19 

0 

28 

3 

9 


Total, 4,063 1 9 

Bcfides fundry other utenfils in the fhops and receptacles. 

Thus it appears, fays Mr. Blake, that there is a flock in hand amounting to four thoufand 
and fifty-three pounds one Bulling apd eight-pence, to anfwcr the capital of three thoufand 
Even hundred and thirty-five pounds fifteen fhiilings and fcvcn-pence; and to carry on the 
undertaking, in cafe the public fhouid be difpofed to encourage and affift the profecution there¬ 
of by a further aid. And in regard to any objeflions which may be made, that the above 
flock, on account of its being uled, would, if it were to be fold, fall far Ihort of its prime cod ; 
which, it muft be allowed, will always be the cafe whenever a bufinefs is dropped fo foon after 
its commencement, (and, in this particular circumftance, it is probable would not produce 
fufficient to reimburfe the fuperintendant the monies be has advanced) it may not be improper 
to obferve, that the alteration and improvements in the machines, which were found ncccflary, 
have put them in a better ftate than when, they were firft made.—Hence there is the greateft 
xeafon to believe, that by an additional aid, this undertaking may be carried on in a more en¬ 
larged manner, and to the additional benefit of the public ; who could not expeft that the 
fuperintendant, with two thoufand pounds, fhouid feed the multitudes in this metropolis, 
3 when 
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1763 when it is well known that the falcs at Billingfgate, in the courfc of a year, amount to between 
two and three hundred thoufand pounds. But, nevertheiefs, he has brought upwards of two 
hundred tons of fifh from dillant parts of the fea-coafls, which has produced nineteen thou- 
fand fix hundred and forty-one pounds nineteen fhillings and nine-pence halfpenny : and if it 
is allowed, as in juftice it ought, that fuch fifh has been fold at Ids than half the former mual 
prices, the public will find they have gained an advantage of nearly twenty thouland pound.; 
from this undertaking, befidcs the effeft it has had on the general falc of ihh, which is proba¬ 
bly equal to more than double th* tbovc fum \ from whence the fuperintendant prefumes to 
think, that his endeavours have benefited the public to the amount of fifty or iixty thouland 
pounds. » 

That this patriotic fcheme mf the Land-carriage Fifhery, fhould meet with the moil ftrenu- 
ous and artful oppofition from » body of men whole wealth flowed from the monopoly it was 
intended to deftroy, was. a natural expe&ation ; but that the public fhould fufFer a plan which 
promifed fuch very extenfive and folid advantages to the inhabitants of London to become 
abortive, is an equal matter for wonder and lamentation : but fo it was;—the body of filh- 
mongers made their well known opulence the engine of carrying on their defigns, and, in 
the end, triumphed over one of the mofl beneficial and pra&icable projects that the patriotic 
zeal of a private individual ever fuggefted. 

If it were the practice of this country, as it was of ancient Rome, to bellow a civic crown 
on thofe citizens, who by inventions or meafuies of public utility, have promoted the public 
welfare,—Mr. Blake would have been found worthy of that diilinguilhing reward. It becomes 
vis, however, to record his name with all the honour which this page can bMfow upon him, 
for his public humanity in fuggefting, as well as for the difinterefled and indefatigable zeal 
with which he fuperintended the fcheme of fuppiying the city of London and its environs 
with fifh by land-carriage. 

As a curious article of information, and, as we conceive, perfectly appropriate to this work, 
we Ihall give an account of the falc, charges, and nett proceeds of the La Hermoine, a Spanilh 
jcgiiler-fhip, condemned in the high court of Admiralty of Great Britain, on the fouitecnth 
of September, 1762. . 


By the fide of five hundred and fifty bags of dollars to fun- 
dries, containing four hundred and feventy-fix thoufand five 
hundred and eighteen ounces, at fixty-three pence half¬ 
penny, — — * — 

By thirteen hundred and forty-fix bags of dollars to fun- 
dries, weighing one million one hundred and fixty-five thou¬ 
fand fix hundred and fifty-two ounces, at fixty-three pence, 
Crttbtr j 1.—By twenty-eight bags of gold coin to the Bank 
of England, weighing twenty-two thoufand nine hundred 
and ieventy-four ounces three pennyweights and eighteen 
grains, at feventy-eight flullings and fix-pence, — 


£- <’• 

126,070 14 3 


305,983 13 o 


Carried forward, 


90,173 13 8 
522,236 o II 
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Brought over, 

By four ingots of gold, at their various allays, rendered fix 
hundred and twenty-one ounces one pennyweight fourteen 
grains ftandard, at feventy-eight fhillings and fix-pence, 2,437 14 8 

By one ditto, as above, weighing eleven ounces fiftecp 

pennyweights nine grains, at feventy-nine fhillings, 46 11 3 

• • 

t mmm . ■ — 

By thirty-four ingots of filver, as above, rendered eighteen 
thoufand eight l^undred and fixty-three ounces tlnec grains 
itandard, at lixty-four pence, — ' 5,030 3 5 

By three ditto, as above, weighing five hundred and twenty- 
ieven ounces one grain, at fixty-five pence, — « 142 14 10 


By fix ounces fix pennyweights two grains of fine gold, in 
two ingots, at eighty-fix fhillings, — 27 5 3 

Deduft expences of parting four hundred and forty-five 
ounces of gilt filver, at four-pence, — 784 


Bv fundry trinkets, &c. fold to fundries, for — 

Oflober 7.—By four hundred and twenty-feven ferons, and 
three hundred and fix bags of Guiquil cocoa, fold at Garra- 
way’s CofFee-houfe, by public fale, in fixty lots, weighing 
together, nett one thoufand and twenty-nine hundred-weight 
fix pounds, at various prices, from one hundred and one 
fhillings to one hundred and nine fhillings perewt. 5,371 19 2 

Difcount, two and a half per cent. — 134 6 4 


£' *’ 
522,236 O It 


2,484 5 11 


5,172 18 3 


19 ]6 11 
4 a 4 7 7 


November 11 .—By one thoufand one hundred and thirty- 
nine blocks of tin, fold this day, as above, in thirty-nine 
lots, to fundries, weighing nett one thoufand and fixty-hvc 
hundred-weight one quarter feventeen pounds, at various 
prices, from ninety-two fhillings tp one hundred fhillings 
per hundred-weight, and produced — 5,168 o 9 

Difcount, two per cent. — — 129 4 o 


By eight bales of Vigonia, and one ditto of Alpagna wool, 
fold at a public falc, in nine lots, to fundries, weighing nett 
five hundred and forty-five pounds, from three fhillings and 
one halfpenny, to feven fhillings and four-pence per pound. 
By nine bolts of canvas, fold as above, at thirty Ihillings, 
By one cafe of faddle-cloths, ditto, - 


141 8 o 
13 10 o 
10 o 


5,237 12 10 


5,038 16 9 


Difcount, two and a half per cent. 


155 8 o 

— 3 >7 8 151 10 4 

Carried forward, 540,765 9 f> 

2 .... 
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Brought over, 

By fixty-one barrels of gunpowder, weighing thirty-four 
hundred-weight, at fixty ihillings, * — 

By a launch belonging to the fhip, fold by Thomas Mayne 
and Co. at Gibraltar, for fifty-one piftercens and one-fixth, 
at forty-pence each, * — — 

March 4, 1763.—By the fhip Tfermoine, with all her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, guns, ftores, &c. fold this day 
at public fale, for — —- 

May 16.—By a bounty bill for one hundred and fifty men, 
dated January 1763, at five pounds each, is — 825 o o 

Deduft, fold at feven per cent, difcount, £. 61 17 6 , 

Brokerage, one-half per cent. * i 1 o 

62 18 6 


Total amount. 


3,030 6 o 


CHAR G E S. 

For freight of the treafure from Gibraltar, * — 5,303 6 o 

For duties paid on the cargo at the Cuftom-lioufe, with 
officers fees, and amount of the fubfidy 1747, on the cocoa 
not drawn back . —. ■— — 3,030 6 o 

For brokerage paid on felling thwtreafure, cargo, and fhip, 747 5 o 

For all charges of lighterage, landing, wharfage, and ware¬ 
house rent, &c. on the cargo, &c. expences paid on the 
fhip in Gibraltar and England, and all other contingent 
expences wliatfoever, —- — 1,685 4 6 

For commiffion on the gold and filver 
coin, — —• £. 13,055 18 O 

For ditto on remaining produce of this 
prize, — — 1,120 12 o 

. . 14.176 10 o 

Nett proceeds, 


1,685 4 6 


£. s. d. 
S 40 . 7 &S 9 6 

102 o o 


8 10 6 


3,010 o o 


762 1 6 
544,648 1 6 


24,942 1 1 6 
519,7o> 10 o 


Distribution tf the foregoing Nett Preceeds , viz. 

To the admiral and commodore, — — 64,963 3 9 

Active’s Share. 

To the captain, — — 65,053 13 9 

To three commiflioned officers, at — £. 13,004 14 1 each 39,014 % 3 

To eight warrant ditto, — — 4.356 3 a -34,689 5 4 

To twenty petty ditto, — — 1,8061010-36,13017 8 

To one hundred and fifty-eight fcamcn, See. 485 5 43.——76,132 13 o 


Carried forward, 315,983 15 9 



r6 

A. D. 

1763 


AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

£' s, d. 

Brought over, 315,983 *5 9 

Favourite’s Share. 

To the captain, — — 64,872 13 9 

To two commiffioned officers, at —- £. I2>974 10 9 25,949 1 6 

To feven warrant ditto, — ~ 4»3 4 4 *6 11 —**“ 3°**73 8 S 

To fixteen petty ditto, — — i',8o2 o 4 — 28-,832 6 3 

To one hundred and ten Teamen, See.. —* * 4 8 4 2 S S3* 2 53 *4 4 


£.519,705 10 o 


The Aftive being entitled to the whole bounty money* occafions the difference in the (hares 
between the two (hips. 

At this period, a recapitulation of the different annual fupplies which have been granted by 
Parliament, to fupport thS feverai wars that have been carried on fince the Revolution, will, 
we truft, be confidercd as an article of neceffary and connetting information. 


King William III. 
Annual Supply. 

£■ 

1693—^4,017,079 

1694 -5»539> o8 7 

1695 -5,036,430 

1696 -5>539> 8 53 

1697 -5>395»°7 8 


Total, 25,527,527 


Total, 59,065,834 




Medium per Ann. 
£• 


5> ,0 S»S°S 


Queen Anne. 

£• 

1702 -3’55 *>459 

1703 -3.535»457 

1704 -4,005,369 

, 705-4,570,488 

1706 -5.°75.7 6 i 

1707 -5»942.3 Sl 

1708 -5,926,849 

1709 -6,563,138 

1710 -6,425,268 

1711—-6,789,169 
1712-6,680,495 


5,369.621 


King George II. 
Annual Supply. 

£- 

*1740—3,874,076 
174*—5,006,039 

1742—5*723.537 

>743-5.912.3 8 3 

1 ^44——6,243,538 
*745-6,562,902 

1746— —7,088,354 

1747— -9,389.196 

1748— 10,059,094 


Medium per Ann. 

c 


Tmal, 59,859,119 


K. George II. and III. 
£• 

i756—“7,229,i 17 

1757-8,350,320 

1758— 10,486,457 
* 759— 12,761,310 
1760“ 15,503,563 

1761— 19,619,119 

1762— 18,655,750 


Total, 92,605,636 


6,651,013 


> 13^29,376 


StrpptiEa 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for the Service of the Tear 1763. 

DECEMBER 2. £. s. < 1 . 

1763 I. That thirty thoufand men be employed for the fea fervice for 1763, 
including four thoufand two hundred and eighty-feven mariners. 

II. That a fum not exceeding four pounds per man per month, be al¬ 
lowed for maintaining them* for thirteen months, including ordnance 
for fca fervice, — — 1,560,000 o o 


F E B R VARY 3. 

For defraying the extraordinary expences of his Majefty’s land forces, 
and other ferviccs incurred, from, the twenty-fifth of December 1761, to 
the thirty-firft of Oftober 1762; both days inclufive, and not provided * 
for by Parliament, — — — % 1,588,756 15 5 


I. For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fea and marine 

officers for 1763, — — — — 

II. For complcating the works of the hofpitals for lick and wounded 

feamen, building near Plymouth, — ■% — — 

III. Upon account, to be applied by the commiflioners, or governors, 

of Greenwich Hofpital, for the fupport and relief of feamen, worn out, 
and become decrepit in the fervice of their country, who fhall not be 
provided for within the faid hofpital, —• — 

IV. That provifion be made, for enabling his Majefty to fatisfy all 

the bills payable in courfe of the navy and victualling offices, and for 
tranfports, which were made out on, or before, the thirty-firft of De¬ 
cember 1762, amounting to the fum of —- «— 


380,661 3 11 

3,000 o o 


10,000 o o 


3,075,316 o 3 


FEBRUARY 14. 

That provifions be made for enabling his Majefty to fatisfy all the de¬ 
bentures, payable out of his Majefty’s office of ordnance, which were 
dated on, or before, the thirty-firft of December laft, and remain undif- 
charged, amounting to the fum of — — — 595,423 2 5 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Towards enabling the commiflioners for putting in execution, an aft 
made in the laftfeffion of Parliament, entitled, An Aft for paving Wcft- 
minfler Streets, &c. more effeftually to perform the trufts repofed in 
them, — — — — — 5,000 o o 

FEBRUARY 24. 

1 . To enable his Majefty to difclrarge the like fum, raifed in purfu- 
ance of an aft made in the laft feffion of Parliament, and charged upon 
the firft aids or fupplies to be granted in this feffion, 1,000,000 o o 

Carried oyer 1,000,000 o o 

C II. Toward* 
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Brought over, 

II. Towards the buildings, rebuildings, and repairs of his Majefty’s 
fhips for j 763, — —- — — 


FEBRUARY 28. 

For defraying the extraordinary expejice of his 'Majefty’s land forces, 
and other fervices incurred, from the firft of November 1762, to the 
nineteenth of February 1763, and not provided'for by Parliament, 

MA R C H 1 . 

For defraying the charge of two thoufand one hundred and twenty 
horfe, and nine thoufand nine hundred foot, together with the general 
and ftaff officers, the officers of the hofpital, and officers and others be¬ 
longing to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of Hcflc 
Caflel, in the pay of Great Britain, for ninety days, from the twenty- 
fifth of December 1762, to the tprcnty-fourth of March 1763, both days 
inclufive, together with the fubfidies, piyfuant to treaty, — 

II. For defraying the charge of an additional corps of nine hundred 

and twenty horfe and fix thoufand and feventy-two foot, together with 
the general and ftaff officers, the officers of the hofpital, and officers and 
others belonging to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of 
Hefle Caflel, in the pay of Great Britain, for three hundred and twenty- 
eight days, from the firft of January 1763, to the twenty-fourth of No¬ 
vember following, both days inclufive, purfuant to treaty, — 

III. For defraying the charge of an augmentation to the troops of the 

Landgrave of Hefle Caflel, in the pay of Great Britain, confiding of fix 
hundred and fifty-fix horfe, and two thoufand feven hundred and thirty- 
fix foot, for three hundred and thirty-five days, from the twenty-fifth of 
December r/62, to the twenty-fourth of November 1763, both days in¬ 
clufive, purfuant to treaty, — — — 

IV. For defraying the charge of one thoufand four hundred and fortv- 

four cavalry, and two thoufand three hundred and thirty infantry, the 
troops of the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, in the pay of Great Britain, 
for eighty-fix days, from the twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the 
twentieth of March 1763, both days inclufive, together with the fubfi- 
dics for the faid time, purfuant to treaties, — — 

V. To make good a deficiency in the fum voted laft feffion, for the pay 

of an augmentation of the troops of the reigning Duke of Brunfwick, 
for 1762, — — — — 

VI. For the charge of the office of ordnance for land fcrvicc, for j 763, 


S . tl* 

1,000,000 o o 
100,000 o o 
1,100,000 o o 

951,249 o 

85,158 14 8,' 

87,690 iS 6f 

45,420 16 b'j 

49,308 1 1 

4,328 8 5 

204,329 o o 

476,235 19 3f 
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I. To enable his Majefty to pay off, and difcharge, the Exchequer 

bills made out by virtue of an aft of laft feffion, entitled, An Aft for 
enabling his Majefty to raife a certain Sum, fyc. and charged upon the 
firft aids, or fupplies, to be granted in this feffion, — 1,500,000 o o 

II. For defraying the charge of fifty-fix thoufand three hundred and 
fixty effeftive men, for guards and garrifons, and other his Majefty’s land 
forces in Great Britain, Guernfey, and Jerfey,including thofe in Ger¬ 
many, Portugal, and Belleifle, for one hundred and twenty-one days, 
from the twenty-fifth of December, 176a, to the twenty-fourth of April 
1763, both days inclufive, according to their prefent eftablilhment, and 

for reducing their numbers, * — — — 485,317 0 10 

III. For maintaining bis Majefty’s forts and garrifons in the Planta¬ 
tions, Gibraltar, Gaudeloupe, Africa, Martinico, and the H#vannah, 
and for provifions for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 

Gibraltar, Providence, Quebec, Gaudeloupe, Senegal, and Gorce, for 
one hundred and twenty-one days, from the twenty-fifth of December 
1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, both days inclufive, according 

to their prefent eftablilhment, and for,rcducing their numbers, 278,893 11 c 

IV. For defraying the charge of four regiments of foot, ferving in the 
Eaft Indies, for three hundred and fixty-five days, from the twenty-fifth 
of December 1762, to the twenty-fifth of December 1763, both days 

inclufive, — - - — — 71,381 16 S 

V. For defraying the charge of two regiments of horl'e, ferving in 
Germany, and four regiments of foot, ferving in North America, on 
the Irilh eflablifhment, for one hundred and twenty-one days, from the 
twenty-fifth of December 176a, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, 

both days inclufive, — — — — 16,438 7 o 

VI. For the pay of the general and general flaff officers, in Great Bri¬ 
tain, for 1763, — — — — 11,291 8 6j. 

VII. That a number of land forces, including two thoufand fevert 
hundred and forty-three invalids, amounting to feventecn thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-fix effeftive men, commiffioned and non-ommif- 
lioned officers included, be employed for 1763. 

VIII. For defraying the charge of the laid number of land forces in 
Great Britain, Guernfey and Jerfcy, from the twenty-fifth of April 1763, 
to the twenty-fourth of December following, both days inclufive, being 

two hundred and forty-four days, — — — 408,372 13 4 

IX. For maintaining his Majefty’s forces and garrifons in the Planta¬ 
tions, including thofe in garrifon at Minorca and Gibraltar, and for pro¬ 
vifions for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Gibraltar, * 

Quebec, and Senegal, for two hundred and forty-four days, from the 

Carried over, a,771,694 19 4 < 

C 2 


twenty- 
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Brought over, 

twenty-fifth of April 1763, to the twenty-fourth of December following, 
both days inclufive, — — —• —- 


£- !■ 
3.771.794 19 

281,781 3 


d. 

4t 

6 


M A R C H xo. 

For defraying the charge of the pay fnd cloathiflg' of the militia, for 
one year, beginning the twenty-fifth of March 1763, — 

M A R C H 15. 

I. To enable his Majefty to compleat the payment of two hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds, as a reafonable fuccour in money, to the Land¬ 
grave of Hefle 'CaflcJ, purfuant to treaty., — ’ , — 

II- To make good tlyj deficiency of the lialf-fubfidies of tonnage and 
poundage, charged with the payment of feveral annuities, by the afts 
made in the fixth of Queen Anne, and the fixth of King George I. to 
fatisfy all annuities charged thereupon, to the fifth of January 1763, 

III. To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, 

to make good the deficiency on the fifth »f July 1^62, of the feveral rates 
and duties upon offices and penfions, and upon houfes, and upon win¬ 
dows or lights, which were made a fund by an aft of the thirty-firft of 
George II. for paying annuities at the Bank of England, in refpeft of 
five millions borrowed toward the fupply for 1758, — 

IV. To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, 

to make good the deficiency on the fifth of January 1762, of the additi¬ 
onal duty upon ftrong beer and ale, to anfwer and pay the feveral an¬ 
nuities of threq pounds per cent, and one pound two {hillings and fix- 
pence per cent, on one million one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
part of twelve millions borrowed towards the fupply granted by an ad of 
the firft of George III. for 1761, — — _ 

V. Upon account, towards enabling the governors and guardians of 

the Foundling HofpitaJ, to maintain and educate fuch children as were 
received into the faid Hofpital, on,, or before the twenty-fifth of March 
1760, from the thirty-firft of December 1762, exclufive, to the thirty- 
firft of December inclufive, and that the faid fum be iflued and paid for 
the ufe of the faid Hofpital, without fee or reward, or any dedu&ioii 
whatfoever, — — _ _ 

VI. Upon account for defraying the charges incurred, by fupporting 

and maintaining the fettlemcnt of Nova Scotia in 1760, and not provided 
for by Parliament, — — — _ 

VII. Upon account, for. maintaining and fupporting the civil efta- 

bliih ment of N ova, Scotia for 17 63, — _ 


3»°53.47 6 3 io£ 


150,000 o o 


50,000 o o 


49.558 1 6 


48,891 14 n 


26,710 o o 


40,050 o o 

4*589 *3 Ii-i 

5,674 1 10 


Carried over. 


225,473 12 2 $ 


VIII. Upon 
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Brought over, 

VIII. Upon account, for defraying the charges of the civil eftablilh- 
ment of Georgia, and other incidental expences attending the fame, from 
the twenty-fourth of June 1762, to the twenty-fourth of June 1763, 


MA R C H 17. 

I. Upon account, to enable his Majefty to give a proper compenfation 

to the refpeftive provinces in North America, for the expences incurred 
by them in the levying, cloathing, and pay, of the troops raifed by the 
fame, according as the aftive vigour, and ftrenuous efforts, of the rc- 
fpe&ive provinces lhall fye thought, by his Majefty, to merit, * 

II. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 1762 — 

III. To be employed in maintaining and fupporting the fort at Ana- 
maboo, and the other Britifh forts and fettlements upon the coaft of 

IV. For the paying of penfions to the widows of fuch reduced officers 

of the land forces and marines, as died upon the eftablifhment of half pay 
in Great Britain, and who were married to them before the twenty-fifth 
of December 1716, for 1763, — — •— 

V. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces 

and marines, for 1763, — —•- —• 

VI. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces 
already difbanded, and fuch as are to be difbanded, for 1763, 

VII. For defraying the charge for allowances to the feveral officers and 

private gentlemen of the two troops of horfe guards, and regiment of 
liorfc reduced, and to the fuperannuated gentlemen of the four troops of 
horfe guards, for 1763, — — 

VIII. To be paid as a reward to John Harrifon, upon a proper dif- 

covery to be made by him, for the ufe of the public, of the principles 
upon which his inftrument, for meafuring time at fea, is conftrufted, 
and that the faid fum be applied for the purpofe aforefaid, out of any 
money unapplied to the ufe of the navy, in the hands of the Treafurcr 
of the navy, — — —- — 


MA R C H 19. 

I. To make good to his Majefty the like fum which has been iffiied by 
his Majefty’s orders, in purfuanoe of the addreftes of "this Houfe, 

II. Upon account, for out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital, 1763, 


j £• *• d’ 

225,473 12 25 

4,136 o o 

229,609 12 2-j- 


>33.333 

7 . 1 SI 


13,000 


33-35* 17 

88,704 3 


5,000 


285,192 18 3^ 


6,410 S ' o| 
.51,708 13 4 

58.U8 19 2| 


Sum total of the fupplies granted in this feffion. 


*3,522,039 14 4 f 

And 
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1763 And in order to provide for this large fum of money, the following rc- 
folutions of the committee of ways and means were agreed to by the 
Houfc on the days as follow. 

DECEMBER 4. 

That towards railing the-fupply granted to his Majelly, the duties on 
malt, &c. be further continued from the twenty-third of June 17.63, to 
the twenty-fourth of June 1764, — — 

• * 

DECEMBER 9. 

That a land tax of four Ihillings in the pound-be raifed, in the ufual 
manner, for one year, front the twenty-fifth of March 1763, 

, FEBRUARY 7. 

That all perfons intcrcftcd in, or entitled unto, any bills, payable in 
courfe of the navy, or victualling offices, or for tranfports, which were 
made out on, or before, the thirty-firft day of December laft, who lhall, 
on, or before the twenty-fifth day of March next, carry the fame (after 
having had the intereft due thereupon computed, and marked upon the 
faid bills, at the navy or viftualling office refpedtively) to the Treafurer 
of his Majelly’s navy, to be marked and certified by'him or his paymaller 
and cafhiers, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
lhall be entitled unto, and have, an annuity, transferable at the Bank of 
England, for the principal and intereft due on the bills, after the rate of 
four pounds per cent, per annum, to commence from the twenty-fifth 
day of March next, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other intereft, until 
redeemed by Parliament, the faid annuities to be charged upon the fink¬ 
ing fund, and the fums, which lhall be ifiued out of the finking fund, 
for payment of the laid annuities, to be from time to time replaced out 
of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, — 

FEBRUARY 17. 

That all perfons intcrefted in, or entitled unto, any debentures pay¬ 
able out of his Majefty’s office of ordnance, which were dated on, or be¬ 
fore the thirty-firft day of December laft, who lhall, on, or before, the 
twenty-fifth day of March next, carry the fame to the Treafurer of his 
Majefty’s ordnance, to be certified by him, or his deputy or cafhier, to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, lhall be entitled 
unto, and have, an annuity transferable at the Bank of England, for the 
fums due on the faid debentures, after the rate of four pounds per cent, 
per annum, to commence from the twenty-fifth day of March next, pay¬ 
able half yearly until redeemed by Parliament, the faid annuities to be 
charged upon the finking fund, and the fums which lhall be iflued out 
of the finking fund for payment of the faid annuities, to be, from time to 
time, replaced out of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, 

3 


£• r. d. 


730,000 o o 


2.037,854 19 11 


3,468,977 3 2 


595.423 2 5 
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I. That there be raifed in manner following; that is to fay, the fum of 
two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds by annuities, after the rate 
of four pounds per cent, per annum, transferable at the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, and redeemable by Parliament, and the fum offeven hundred thou¬ 
fand pounds by two lotteries, to be drawn at different times in the year 
1763, each lottery to cortfift of thirty-five thoufand tickets, and every 
blank to be of the value of five pounds, the blanks and prizes to be at¬ 
tended with the like four per cent, transferable and redeemable annuities, 
the faid feveral annuities to commence from the fifth day of April 1763, 
and to be payable half yearly on the tenth day of October, and the fifth 
day of April in every year, aiyl that every contributor towards the faid 
fum of two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds, fhall, for every 
eighty pounds fo contributed, be entitled to receive a ticket in each 
of the faid lotteries, upon the payment of ten pounds for c 9 ch ticket; 
and that every contributor fhall, on, or before, the fifteenth day of this 
inflant March, make a depofit with the caihiers of the Bank of England, 
of twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, in part of the fum or funis to be 
contributed by him towards the faid fum of two millions eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, and alfo a depofit 6f ten pounds percent, in part of the 
monies to be contributed by him in refpedt of each lottery, as a fecurity 
for making the future payments refpeftively, on or before the times 
herein after limited : that is to fay, 

On the two millions eight hundred thoufand pounds. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the tenth day of 
May next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the fixteenth day 
of June next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-firft 
day of July next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the thirtieth day 
of Augufl next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-feventh 
day of September next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty-firft 
day of Oftober next. 

Twelve pounds ten fhillings per cent, on, or before, the twenty- 
fourth day of November next. 

On the lotteries for feven hundred thoufand pounds. 

Ninety pounds percent, on, or before, the thirty fil'd day of April 
next, for compleating the payment upon the fil'd lottery. 

Ninety pounds per cent, on, or before, the eleventh day of O&ober 
next, for compleating the payment upon the fecond lottery. 

Which feveral furns fo received, fhall, by the faid caihiers, be paid 
into the receipt of his Majedy’s exchequer, to be applied, from time to 
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1763 time, to fuch fervices as fhall then have been voted by this Houfe, in 
this fefiion of Parliament, and not otherwife; and, that every contributor, 
who fhall pay in the whole of his contribution on account of his fhare 
in the annuities attending the faid funa of two'millions eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, at any time, on, or before, the eighteenth day of Oc¬ 
tober next, or on account of his fhare in the firfl lottery, on, or before, 
the twentieth day of April next, or on account of his fhare in the fecond 
lottery, on,, or before, the tenth day of Qftober ne*tf fhall be allowed a 
difeount after the rate of three pounds per cent, per annum, on the fum 
fo completing his contribution refpeftively, to.be computed from the 
day of compleating fuch contribution, to the twenty-fourth day of No¬ 
vember next, in refpeft of the fum paid on account of the firfl mention¬ 
ed annuities, an$ to the twenty-firfl: day of April next, in refpeft of the 
fum paid on account of the firfl lottery; and to the eleventh day' of Oc¬ 
tober next, in refpeft of tire fum paid on account of the fecond lottery, 

II. That an additional duty of eight pounds per ton be laid upon all 
French wines, which fhall be imported into this kingdom. 

III, That the faid annuities and lotteries be charged upon the faid ad¬ 
ditional duties upon wine, for which the finking fund fhall be the colla¬ 
teral fecurity. 

MA R C H 14. 

I. That a duty of four {hillings per hogfhead be laid upon all cyder and 
perry made within this kingdom, over and above all other duties now 
payable for cyder or perry, to be paid by the maker thereof. 

II. That a duty of two pounds per ton be laid upon all cyder and perry 
imported into this kingdom. 

III. That the faid duties upon cyder and perry be charged, together 
with the duties upon wines granted in this fefiion, with the payment of 
the annuities mentioned in a refolution of this Houfe, of the eighth of 
this inflant March, 

MA RC H 19 . 

I. That there be iffued and applied out of fuch monies as fhall or may 

arife of the furpluffes, exceffes, or overplus monies, and other revenues, 
compofing the finking fund, the fum of — — 

II. That there be iffued and applied the money remaining in the re¬ 

ceipt of the Exchequer, being the furplus of the feveral duties upon beer 
and ale, granted by an aft of the firfl of his Majcfly’s reign, after fatis- 
fying all charges and incumbrances thereupon, to the fifth of January 
1763, amounting to the fum of — — — 

III. That there be iffued and applied fuch part of the fum of twenty 
thoufand pounds,.granted to his-.Majefty in the laft feflion, upon account, 

Carried over, 


i * fll. 


3,500,000 o o 


2,000,000 O O 


47,120 9 6 


247,12P 9 6 


towards 
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1763 Brought over, 2,047,120 9 

towards defraying the charge of the pay of the militia of that part of Great 
Britain called England, when unembodied, and of the cloathing of the 
part of the faid militia then unembodied, for one year, beginning the 
twenty-fifth of March i 762 4 as fhall remain in the receipt of the Exche¬ 
quer, after the faid charges are fatisfied. 

IV. That there be railed by loans*or exchequer bills to be charged up- # 

on the firft aids to be granted in the next fellion ; and fuch exchequer 

bills, if not difeharged, with intcreft thereupon, on, or before the fifth ' 

of April 1764, to be exchanged, and received inpayment in fuch manner 

as exchequer bills have ufuaily bfcen exchanged and received in payment, 1,800,000 o 

• •__.__ 

3.847,120 9 


2 5 

d. 

6 


0 


ft 


That an aft, made in the fixth year of his late Majefty King George 
II. entitled, An Aft for the better fecuring and encouraging the Trade 
to his Majefty’s Sugar Colonies in America; which was to continue in 
force for five years, to be computed from the twenty-fourth day of June 
1733, and to the end of the then next feflion'bf Parliament, and which, 
by fevcral fubfequent afts, made in the eleventh, nineteenth, twenty- 
fixth, twenty-ninth, and thivty-firft years of the reign of his laid late 
Majefty, and an aft, made in the firft year of the reign of his prefent 
Majefty, was further continued until the twenty-ninth day of September 
1763, and from thence to the end of the then next fellion of Parliament, 
he further continued, with amendments, until the twenty-ninth of Sep¬ 
tember 1764, and from thence to the end of the then next feflion of Par¬ 
liament. 

That an aft, made in the twenty-.firft year of the reign of his late Ma¬ 
jefty King George II. entitled, An *Aft for encouraging the making of 
Indigo in the Britilli plantations in America; which was to continue in 
force for levcn years, from the twenty-fifth of March 1749, and from 
thence to the end of the then next fellion of Parliament, and which, by 
an aft, made in the twenty-eighth year of the reigivof his faid late Ma¬ 
jefty, was further continued until the twenty-fifth of March 1763, and 
from thence to the end of the then next fellion of Parliament, be further 
continued, with amendments, until the twenty-fifth of March 1770, and 
from thence to the end of the then next feflion of Parliament. 

Total fum provided for by this feflion, 14,199,375 16 


Provifions exceed the grants in the fum of 577,335 i 


Befides what may arife from the faid third refolution of the committee of ways and means 
agreed to on the nineteenth of March ; therefore fome of the grants, or provifions, made by 
this fcfiion, rnuft be extremely deficient, if it Ihould be found necefiary hereafter to grant any 
thing for making good the deficiency of the grants for 1763. 

Vol. IV. j 5 


The 
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1)63 The debt of his Majefly’s navy, as it flood on the thirty-firft of December, 1762, was as 
follows, viz. £,■ d 

Wear and tear, ordinary and tranfports, • — — 3>°34>394 1 5 

Seamens wages, — — — 3.223,297 15 2 

Viftuailing debt, — — — — 1,329,321 9 3 

Sick and wounded, &c. — — ~ 113,628 15 5 


From whence deducing the money in the trea- 
furer’s hands, — — 503,616 15 3’- 

As alfo the money that remained to' come in of the 
fupplies of the year, — — 4,267,900 10 10 


Total, 7,700,642 1 3 

616 ic ql-j 

h I > 77 I >S I 7 6 it " 


The debt will then be, 


5,929,124 15 1 1 


An account of all the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, {landing out at the fifth 
of January, 1763, with the annual intcreft or other charges payable for the fame. 

E x c H E qju E R. Pi incipal debt . Annual intcrejl , &c. 

Annuities for long terms, being the remainder of £. s. d. £. s. d. 

the original fum contributed and unfubferibed to 

the South,Sea Company, — — 1,836,275 17 io| 136,453 12 8 

Ditto for two lives, with the benefit of furvivor- 
fhip, being the original fum contributed, 108, too o o 7.567 o o 

Ditto for two and three lives, being the fum re¬ 
maining after what is fallen in by deaths, 75.5°5 14 10J 9,155 12 0 

Exchequer bills made out for interefl of old debts, 2,200 O O 

Note ,—The land taxes and duties on malt, being 
annual grants, arc not charged in this account, 
nor the one million charged on the dedudlions 
of fix-pence per pound on penfions, nor the 
one million five hundred thoufand pounds to¬ 
wards paying off the navy debt, kc. in 1762, 
nor the fum of one million Charged on the 
fupplies of the year 1763. 

East India Company. 

By two afts of Parliament, of the ninth of Wil¬ 
liam III. and two other afts of the fixth and ninth 


of Anne, at three pounds per cent, per annum, 3,200,000 o o 

Annuities at three pounds pci cent, of 1744, 
charged on the furplus of the additional duties on 
low wines, fpirits, and ftrong waters, 1,000,000 o o 


97,285 14 4 
30,401 15 8 


Carried forward, 


6,222,081 12 9t 280,863 14 8 
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1763 Principal debt. Annual intereji, &c. 

Brought over, £.6,222,08' 12 9,- 280,863 14 8 

Bank of England. 

On their original fund at three pounds per cent, 
from the firfl: of Auguil, 1743, — 3,200,000 o o 100,000 o o 

For cancelling Exchequer bills of the third of 
George I. — — — 500,000 o o 15,000 o o 

Purchafod of the South Sea Company, « 4,000,000 o o 121,898 3 5*- 

Aunuitics at three per cent, charged on the furplus 
of the funds for lottery 17x4, — 1,250,000 O O 37,500 0 0 

Ditto at three per cent, charged on the duties on 
coals fincc Lady-day, 1719, * — . 1,750,000 o o 52,500 o o 

Ditto at three percents in 1746, charged on the 
the duties on licences for retailing fpivituous liquors, m 

lince Lady-day, 1746, — 986,800 o o 29,604 O O 

Ditto at three per cent, char¬ 
ged on the finking fund by the 
25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 33d 
ofGeoigell. — 21,127,821 5 1] 

Ditto at three per cent, char¬ 
ged on the duties on offices and 33,627,821 5 l-J 1,027,588 5 8 

petitions, 5 cc. by the 25th Geo. 11 . 500,000 O O 

Ditto at three per cent, char¬ 
ged on the additional duty on 
tbong beer and ale, by the ill 
of George 111. — 12,000,000 o o 

Ditto at three per cent, charged on the finking 
fund by the 25th of George II. — 17,701,323 l6 4 540,996 14 o 

Ditto at three and a half per cent..charged on the 
fame fund by the 29th of George II. — 1,500,000 o • o 53>343 *5 0 

Ditto at three and a half per cent.'charged on the 
duties on offices and penfions, by the 31ft of Geo. II. 4,500,000 o o 160,031 5 o 

||jpitto at four per cent, charged on the finking. 

fund, by the aft of the 2d of George III. 20,240,000 o o 820,985 o o 

The fubferibers of one hundred pounds to the lot¬ 
tery of 1745, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of nine ffiillings a ticket, which amounted to 
twenty-two thoufand five hundred pounds, hut 
is now reduced by lives fallen in, to eighteen 
thoufand three hundred and fifty-four pounds ; 
and the fubferibers of one hundred pounds to the 
lottery of 1746, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of eighteen ffiillings a ticket, which amounted 

Carried forward, 95 > 47 8 »° 2 6 >4 2? 3,240,31017 gi 

D 2 -—- 
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A ' D '- « , Principal debt. Annual Intertjl, &e. 

Brought over, £.95,478,02614 2| 3,240,510x7 9J 
to forty-five thoufand pounds, hut is now redu¬ 
ced by lives fallen in, to thirty-feven thoufand 
two hundred and ninety-eight pounds ten fhil- 
lings; and the fubferibers for one hundred pounds , 

for three percent, annuities of 1757, were allowed ( 
an annuity for one life of one pound two (hillings 
and fix-pencc, which amounted to thirty-three 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds, but is 
now reduced by lives fallen in, to thirty-two 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-five pounds * 
fevcntccn (hillings and fix-pence; and the fub¬ 
feribers of one hundred^pounds for three per cent, 
annuities of 1761, were allowed an annuity for 
ninety-nine years of one pound two (hillings and 
fix-pence, amounting, with the charges of ma¬ 
nagement, to the Bank of England, to one hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand and fifty-three, pounds 
ten (hillings and three-pence; which annuities 
are an increafe of the annual interell, but cannot 
be added 1 to the public debt, as no money was ad¬ 
vanced for the fame: and the contributors to 
twelve millions, for the fervice of the year 1762, 
were entitled to an annuity of one per cent, per 
annum, to continue for ninety-eight years, and 
then to ceafe; which, with the charges of manage¬ 
ment to the Bank of England, amount to the fum 
of one hundred and twenty-one thoufand fix , 
hundred and eighty-feven pounds ten (hillings. 

South Sea Company. 

On their capital (lock and annuities of the ninth 

of George I. — „ — 2 5> 02 5>3°9 *3 **ir 

Annuities at three pound per cent, of 1751, char¬ 
ged on the finking fund, — 2,100,000 o o 


309,979 7 9 

765,3^ 

64,181 5 0 


Total, 122,603,336 8 2f 4 , 379,797 J3 8 


According to the bills of mortality of London for this year, the chriftenings and burials were 


as follows: 
Chriftened, 

Males, 

Females, 

— 

7,761 

7 » 37 2 

Buried, Males, 

Females, 


* 3**47 

12,996 


In all. 


»S,i 33 

In all. 


*6,143 


The 
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1763 The general hiftorian would be induced, in this place, to exercifc .tlie pleafing power of re¬ 
capitulatory obfervation.—He would, as it were, officially enumerate the leading events of the 
late important period, direft the attention of his reader to their immediate contingencies, and 
perhaps take a prophetic flight into the region of futurity, and bring their more remote confc- 
quences to his confideration. A comparative view of the different nations who had lately 
formed thofe grand alliance*, beneath whofe’powerful ftruggles all Europe trembled, from the 
commencement of the war, to the fqnclufion of peace, would occupy his attention, and em¬ 
ploy his pen. As a Briton, he would trace, wifli no common ardour, the career of Britifli 
glory in every quarter of the globe, and dwell with the moft exulting triumph on the punilhed 
perfidy and hlaflcd ambition of the Iioufc of Bourbon. 

But though we may feel all the glowing enthufiafm with which, the remembrance of fuch a 
glorious period moft naturally inl'pire every patriotic bofom, we miiit coptent ourfclves with 
fulfilling the duty afligned us to perform, and perfevere in that path which is traced out for 
us. The plume of glory, and the laurel of vidtory, muft yield* in our page, to the horn of 
plenty, which is the offspring of commerce.. It is our office to trace public prolperity through 
the exertions of national induftry, direfted by commercial genius, inftead of looking for it in 
the more ftriking, but lefs happy progrefs of war and conq.ueft. 

We may however obferve, that peace now extended itfelf over every part of Europe; and 
the late belligerent nations began to confider of the different means they refpedlively pofTeffed 
of healing the wounds they had received during the late war. To the north, Rufiia fettled, 
in the moft amicable manner, her difpute with Denmark concerning, the dutcl^v of Holftein ; 
and, to the fouth, the King of Sardinia obtained a confirmation of that part of the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelie, which eftablilhcd his reverfionary title to Placentia, on failure of the male 
line of the Infant Don Philip, or in cafe that Prince or his iffue fliould fucceed to the crowns 
of his family. 

The Corficans, indeed, muft form a little hoftile groupe in our pidturc of peace ; they were 
ftill ftruggfing for their liberties againft their tyrannic matters, the Genoeie;—and we cannot 
help remarking in this place, the neccffity which will oblige us to record in another,—that 
they ftruggled in vain. • 

The fuccefics of the late war had now added a large extent of territory to the Britilh empire; 
and the national trade confcquently pofleffed a variety of new objedls, and claimed many addi¬ 
tional regulations, to diredl that internal energy with which an unparalleled feries of fucceffts 
fedfjjifcl to have infpired it. This, therefore, may beconfidered as an important cpocha in the 
commerce of our country*; and as that compadt, refiftlel's union of its parts began very foon to 
difeover fymptoms of 1'epaiation, we fliall now offer, as an interefting and very important part 
of commercial hiftory, a regular ftatement of every fifth year of the imports and exports of the 
trade of Great Britain, during the courfe of the current century to the year 1763 ; as a kind of 
fcale, by which the progrefs of our national trade may be clearly mealured, and its variations 
generally compared. 

The following Tables, which contain this ufeful and ready information, arc taken from the 
annual accounts given in to the Houle of Commons ; and may, therefore, be prefumed to poi> 
fefs all the accuracy which official care could beftow upon them. 


IM- 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 

Countries . 

Africa, - 

Canaries, 


Eaft Country, 

Eaft India, — 

Flanders, 

F ranee, — 

Germany, — 

Holland, , ~ 

Ireland, — 

Italy, — » 

Madeiras, — 

Newfoundland, 
Portugal, — 

Ruflia, — 

Scotland, — 

Spain, — 

Streighis, 

Sweden, — 

T urkey, —. 

Venice, ~ 

Alderney, — 

Guernfey, — 

Jerfey, — 

Antigua, — 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, —. 

Carolina, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, 

Nevis, — 

New England, 

New Providence, 

New York, — 

Pcnnfylvania, 

St. Chriftopher’s, 
Virginia and Maryland, 


Totals, 


from Christmas 1700, to 
. Imports. 


Christmas 1701. 

Exports. 


£■ s. d. 

£■ *• d. 

— 21,074 19 8<- 

1 33-499 2 1 

— 119-773 '3 3 t 

40,735 10 9 

— S 8 ’773 9 10 i • • 

44,695 8 ii- 

— , 167,382 , < iof 

149,644 16 6 

— ‘ 762,188 7 3 

122,048 1 si 

— 65,123 19 2 

270,564 6 6;- 

— 123-940 — 9 

212,708 7 1’■ 

— 729. 0 97 18 9*- 

1,005,304 5 6 

— . 521,25716 — 

2,138,569 8 — l- 

— 285,390 18 if 

296,144 7 n 

— 3 8 4.937 10 — l 

135,202. 2 7 

— . 1,614 8 ioJ- 

11,444 17 8r 

— 19,696 18 2 j 

9 >< 5 6 6 S i 

— 206,924 6 4‘J- 

277,109 4 10 

— 90,581 13 2t 

69,201 10 4f. 

— * 73.988 18 u-j;- 

56,802 2 2 

— 532,691 I ioi 

43 °> 5 , 5 4 9 * 

—- 

389,167 16 2;- 

190,509 18 s r £ 

70,806 19 2‘ 

— 386,611 2 9 

239,102 12 8 

— 56,801 9 64 

65,401 12 4J 

— 718 — 2 i 

40 13 — 

7,834 16 — 

7,68l 19 2 

— 12,888 5 5;- 

8,516 12 4| 

— 82,110 6 9 

27.963 13 10 

— 280,678 - 4 3*- 

182,045 15 4*. 

— i -°79 17 7 i 

1,065 18 4 1 

— 16,973 6 3 

13,908 8 3i 

f 

*r> 

1 

1,658 9 8£ 

— 235-21414 nj- 

• 105,234 12 8 

31,569 5 4.} ‘ 

2,191 15 IO|- 

— 87,447 — 8 

19,417 10 10-? 

■— 32.656 7 2 

86,322 13 

— 982 6 —} 


— 18,547 3 6 

31,910 6 6| 

5,220 6 3 

12,003 16 10 

— 21,581 9 10 

2,396 1 2 J- 

— 235,738 18 4 J- 

199,683 2 3* 

i, -— 

75M87 12 10 

Is, 5,869,606 9 10 

7,621,053 6 si 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

rt 

1,751,446 16 7.J 
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1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christm as 1704, to Christmas 1705. 


Countries. 


Imports. 


Exports. 





£■ 

s . 

d: 

£■ 

s. 

d . 

Africa, — 

— 


8,679 

1 

It 

65,104 

16 

3 

Canaries, 

— 

— 

24,949 

r 9 

Si 

19.301 

4 

> r i 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

81,348 

18 

11 

43-3 '9 

; 


Eaft Country, 

— 

— 

96,451 

2 

”4 

IO-. : 1 

10 

1 ’ i 

Eaft India, 

— 

» » 

391**74 

17 

Si¬ 

27,004 

14 

•>4 

Flanders, 

— 

—' 


— 

¬ 


l 

3 

Germany, 

— 

— 

676,381 

8 

lt 

9*'3 ,i ^4 

1 3 

4 

Holland, 

— 

— 

572,209 

15 

7 i 

1,71 5, 

0 

64 

Ireland, — 

— 


279,992 

1 


244.057 

6 

6* 

Italy, — 

• 


* 73*996 

10 

' 9* 

ij4- n .66 

9 

11 

Madeiras, 

— 

— 

8,285 

•5 

8| 

19,498 

7 

it 

Newfoundland, 

— 

— 

5,008 

J 5 

9 

8,596 

0 

44 

Portugal, 

— 


222,542 

19 

Si 

818.995 

16 

7 t 

Ruflia, , — 

— 


142,134 

10 

7 t 

74,247 

1 

ii t 

Scotland, 

— 

— 

57,902 

12 

°4 

50,035 

J 3 

2 t 

Spain, — 

— 


10,346 

8 

10 

22,827 

7 

6 

Streights, 

— 

— 



— 

196,118 

18 

”4 

Sweden, — 

— 

- 

205.856 

9 

7 i 

46,747 

5 

8| 

Turkey, — 

*— 


50,874 

11 

8t 

90,445 

8 

4 * 

V cnicc, — 

— 

- 

49,110 

1 

»t 

1 7,534 

9 

84 

Alderney, 

— 

— 

20 

to 

0 

30 

0 

0 

Guernfcy, 

— 

— 

7,438 

9 

11 

4,001 

19 

84 

Jerfey, — 

— 


12,521 

6 

104 

1,765 

6 

4 

Antigua, 

— 

— 

104,278 

5 

1 

22,092 

5 

I 0 1 - 

Barbadoes, 

— 

— 

353-578 

18 

4t 

127,906 

8 

0 

Bermudas, 

— 

• 



— 

61 

2 

11 

Carolina, — 

- 

- 

2,698 18 

0 

19,788 

6 

8 

Hudfon’s Bay, 

— 




— 

2,021 

10 

°l 

Jamaica, 


— 

75,388 

3 

4 

125,047 

i7 

71 

Montferrat, 

— 

— 

29,702 

J 4 

3 t 

6,604 

14 

8-t 

Nevis, —- 

— 


121,576' 

1 

3t 

20,607' 

0 

4t 

New England, 

— 


22,793 

4 

8t 

62,504 

0 

i°t 

New York, 

— 

— 

7,393 

1 

4 

27,902 

14 

9t 

Pennfylvania, 

— 


1,309 

x 7 

7 

7,206 

10. 

3t 

St. Chrillopher’s, 

— 


22,053 

14 

4 i 

3>59‘ 

12 

1 1 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

116,768 

17 

8* 

174,322 

i? 

3t 

Weft Indies in general, 

— 



— 

31,765 

9 

si 

Prize goods, 

— 

— 

96,084 

11 

44 



■— 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

— 



—* 

192,711. 

5 

0 

Totals, 

> mmm 


4,031,649 14 io£ 

5 , 501,677 

11 

24 



Exports exceed the Imports, 

1,470,027 

16 

4 


3 l 
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*763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 

1709, 

to ClIRISTMA s 

*7 

ro. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports . 


£• 

Sm 

d. 

£• # 

s. 

d. 

Africa, — 

— * *4*436 

2 

4 x 

69,45$ 

2 

*T 

Canaries, — 

— 27,266 

*5 

10 

21,488 

6 

4 * 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 60,852 

7 

3 

3 1 » 57 1 

8 

11 

JEaft Country, — 

— *14,999 

6 

5 i' 

29,634 

5 

5 + 

Eaft India, . — 

— ,* 248,268 

‘5 

lb 

126,310 

5 

3 * 

Flanders, 

■— 10,494 

5 

T- 

Z 

127,080 

2 

6; 

France, — 



— 

41,101 

12 

— 

Germany, 

00 

GO 

t— 

! 

*4 

_x 

4 

975* 8 °3 

*9 

4 

Holland, — 637,447 

* 7 - 

94 

2,071,306 

12 

7 t 

Ireland, « — 

— 310,846 

— 

■74 

285,424 

2 

9 

Italy, — — 

— *69,654 

16 

11 

126,089 

1 

2 

Madeiras, —' 

— 6,536 

8 

3 

* 7 , 3 * 8 

*7 

4 

Newfoundland, — 

—. *3*965 

1 

4 

11,874 

8 

7 

Portugal, — 

— *92,1*3 

— 

8 » 

6*4,635 

1 

8 b 

Ruffia, — — 

115,725 

6 

7 i‘ 

212,318 

10 

_c 

z 

Spain, — — 

— 271,401 

*9 

10*- 

2 * 5*935 

7 

4 

Streights, — 

*— 870 

10 

5 

2 75 > 3 8 5 

3 

bi¬ 

Sweden, —■ 

“ * 73 * 5 8 S 

10 

2 

27,620 

3 

ll- 

Turkey, —- 

— 11,610 

— 

10;- 

417,690 

2 

Si 

Venice, <— —- 

42,756 

9 

3 r 

45,960 

*5 


Alderney, — 

— 24 

18 

— 

102 

4 

3 

Guernfey, — 

— 14,126 

12 

4 

9*769 

16 

Si 

Jcrfey, — — 

— 16,429 

7 

10 

7»°94 

16 

Si 

Antigua, — 

~ 171,592 

3 

5 

26,954 13 

< 3 

Barba does, — 

—- 230,047 

*4 


64*223 

11 

9 

Bermudas, — 

- --- 


— 

1,228 

2 

5 

Carolina, — 

— ao ,793 

9 

— 

* 9 * 6*3 

18 

**i 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— ———— 


— 

1,160 

4 

3 l 

Jamaica, — 

— 2 * 3 , 99 ° 

— 


59*993 

*5 

8 1 

Montferrat, — 

— 24,805 

*3 

10’- 

2.369 

*5 

10 

Nevis, — — 

’ ~ 95* 82 5 

11 

2 

10,640 

16 

*o| 

New England, — 

— 3*»**2 

*7 

7 i 

106,338 

6 

4 

New York, —- 

— 8,203 

18 


S'* *475 

— 

9 l 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 1,277 

2 

7 

8*594 

*4 

Si 

St. Chriflophers, —• 

— 44,243 

10 

7i 

3,698 

18 

8 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 188,429 

8 

6 

127,639 

— 

Si 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 5**64 

1 

9 l 

34 i 3 8 3 

4 

**4 

Prize goods, — 

— 64,567 

18 

io|- 



— 

Foreign-coin and bullion, 

— -- 


—— 

395 * 6:0 

— 

10 

Totals, 

4 , 0 * 1 , 34 * 

7 

4i 

6,690,828 

*5 

2-J 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

2,679,487 

7 

IO 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 

Countries. ' Imports. 

1 ■ 

i 7 * 4 , 

d. 

to Christmas 
Expor 
£■ 

* 7 * 5 - 

ts. 

s. d. 

Africa, — 

— 

50,096 12 

6 

51,9*2 

6 

2 

Canaries, — 


68,556 I 

1 

46,218 

16 

10 

Denmark and Norway, 


103,107 8 

it 

49,744 

6 

11 

Eaft Country, — 


94 , 95 " 11 

7 

5 °,Si 4 

• 7 

1 

Eaft India, — 


579*1944 4 

2 

3 6 ,997 

12 

6 

Flanders, — 

— 

25,103 16 

1 

251,049 

1 

S 

France, — 

~ 

47,127 15 

2 

111,019 

12 

7 

Germany, — 


656,417 15 

4 

s 77 > 5"5 

"9 

1 

Holland, — 

• . 

436,588 3 

10 

*, 945,738 

7 

10 

Ireland, —, 

‘ — 

389,437 1 

0 

420,062 

11 

5 

Italy, — 

— 

428,903 15 

1 

. * 6 i ,534 

5 

6 

Madeiras, — 

— 

7-149 "3 

9 

57,564 

9 

2. 

Newfoundland, 

— 

11,28s 2 

2 

8,120 

1 

JO 

Tortuga!, — 

— 

333 , 3 8 5 6 

0 

625,381 

9 

9 

Ruftia, — 

— 

241,876 7 

11 

*° 5> 1 53 

10 

0 

Spain, — 

— 

30*,807 7 

10 

395,868 

9 

3 

Strcights, — 

■ 

30,041 1 

7 

380,696 

5 

8 

Sweden, — 

- 

165,631 10 

9 

37 - 23,5 

7 

1 

Turkey, — 


311,903 10 

5 

181,109 

7 

r 

Venice, — 

— 

61,197 17 

8 

29,382 

8 

2 

Alderney, — 

— 

67 12 

0 

434 

7 

6 

Guernfey, — 

- 

6,663 *3 

3 

25,067 

12 

9 

jerfey, — 

— 

9,147 11 

4 

* 5 >i 36 

1 

2 

Antigua, — 

— 

162,503 17 

9 

27,032 

5 

9 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

386,787 7 

3 

144,649 

3 

10 

Bermudas, — 

- 

523 7 

10 

1,809 

*7 

11 

Carolina, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

—— 

29,158 0 

5 

16,631 

1,402 

*9 

18 

1 

8 

Jamaica, — 

— 

273 T 47 3 

6 

110,870 

7 

4 

Montfcrrat, — 

— 

30,675, 8 

9 

4,476 

11 

6 

Nevis, 

— 

88,161 17 

1 

9,498 

14 

0 

New England, — 

— 

66,555 *2 

8 

164,650 

7 

6 

New York, — 

- 

21,316 19 

10 

54,629 

1 

5 

Pennfylvania, — 

- 

5,461 4 

9 

16,182 

7 

7 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

- 

57>536 3 

0 

4,077 

3 

9 

Virginia and Maryland, 

- 

174,756 4 

6 

199,274 

i 7 

1 

Weft Indies in general, 
Spanifh Weft ladies. 
Foreign coin and bullion. 

— 

2,366 9 

8 

106,629 
196,691 
457,*45 

0 

*7 

10 

11 

1 

'y 

$ 

Totals, 

— 

5,640,943 "6 

5 

7,379,409 

0 

8 


Exports exceed the Imports, *>7381465 4 3 

E 


Vot. IV. 
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• D * 

1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1719, to Christmas 1720. 


Countries. 


Imports. 

£. s. d. 

Exports. 
£• s. d. 

Africa, — 

— 

25,307 1 8 

I 3 0 . 35 0 *4 n 

Canaries, — 

— 

39,642 13 3 

19,845 11 8 

Denmark and Norway, 

- 

- 112,263 8 1 , 

129,674 — 4 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

. io 9»557 0 

98,968 13 4 

Eaft India, —- 

— 

- 931,441 10 XI 

83,811 19 9 

Flanders, — 

— 

30,83b 14 5 

213,782 19 — 

France, — 

— 

6 9»758 15 3 

192,372 13 8 

Germany, — 

— 

508,432 10 8 

760,224 13 3 

Holland, • — 

— 

.482,085 4 2. 

1,915,112 6 — 

Ireland, — ' 

— 

282,812 — 7 

328,583 15 5 

Italy, — r 

— 

436,169 12 7 

123,292 15 9 

Madciras, _ 

_ 

4,628 17 4 

39.338 7 6 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

14,643 12 3 

”. 8 59 3 9 

Portugal, — 

— 

319,476 3 9 

775.835 17 3 

Ruffia, — 

— 

T69,932 12 9 

92,229 1 8 

Spain, _ 

— 

*251,984 19 2 

499 . 3 2 4 8 — 

Streights, — 

—- 

43,014 9 9 

342.715 4 3 

Sweden* —- 

— 

* 9 1 > 3 S* 5 1* 

111 >555 7 4 

T urkey, — 

— 

398,564 9 6 

359.838 i? 10 

Venice, — 

— 

3 8 .37o i 3 

19,836 18 5 

Alderney, — 

— 

35 - 

257 1 6 

Guernfey, — 

— 

11,699 H 3 

24,371 6 6 

Jerfey, — 

— 

* 3.795 14 10 

1 3> i8 4 15 5 

Antigua, — 

— 

172,006 5 6 

18,295 *7 5 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

312,962 19 9 

91,011 15 — 

Bermudas, — 

— 

1,897 i'o 7 

2,172 9 3 

Carolina, 

— 

62,736 6 8 

18,290 12 11 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

10,947 2 3 

1.897 9 9 

Jamaica, — 

— 

384,691 5 3 

85,632 6 10 

Montferrat, — 

( 

39.511 9 9 

2.965 5 — 

Nevis, —- 

— 

71.695 4 3 

8,302 8 11 

New England, — 

— 

49,206 12 6 

128,767 2 11 

New York, — 

— 

16,836 12 7 

37.397 19 5 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

7,928 14 10 

24.531 15 2 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

— 

136,710 — 2 

12,009 7 6 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

331,482 2 5 

110,717 17 10 

Weft Indies in general. 
Foreign coin and bullion, 

— 

5,666 — 5 

82,539 19 7 
1,025,829 16 6 

Totals, 

6,090,083 15 i 

7,936,728 16 6 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

1,846,654 1 5 
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1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1724, to Christmas 1727. 


Countries. 


Imports. 

Exports. 



£• s- d- 

£' s. cl. 

Africa, — 

_ 

67,514 4 — 

284,024 15 10 

Canaries, — 

— 

4S-36o 6 5 

45,263 II IO 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

106,909 9 7 

62,481 8 11 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

209,149 3 11 

105,029 8 4 

Eaft India, — 

• • 

7^7,778 12 3 

93-795 12 1 

Flanders, — 

— 

72,610 2 5 

256,852 17 i 

F ranee, — 

— 

46,572 13 t 

389,916 8 2 

Germany, — - 

— 

759,969 18 1 

*.°39-375 17 6 

Greenland, — • 

— 

4,262 15 2 

24 18 4 

Holland, *— 

— 

563,684 8 4 

*"777.724 12 1 

Ireland, — 

— 

333,870 18 5 # 

474,836 13 6 

Italy, — 

— 

529,424 14 11 

151,952 19 2 

Madeiras, — 

— 

4,049 19 10 

66,672 18 8 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

19-243 5 11 

22,528 2 5 

Portugal, — 

— 

410,967 15 9 

780,992 9 6 

R uffia, — 

— 

*50,315 6 11 

24,847 14 IC 

Spain, — 

— 

437,823 19 5 

636,192 17 5 

Strcights, — 

— 

98,824 — 9 

515-633 i7 ~ 

Sweden, — 

— 

161,884 14 7 

O0 

OO 

to 

4 ^ 

OO 

Turkey, — 

— 

345-379 i7 11 

252,317 9 1 

Venice, ^ — 

— 

34.273 3 11 

18,614 6 11 

Alderney, — 

— 

152 17 9 

497 12 6 

Guernfey, — 

— 

7,639 1 8 

30,281 13 1 

Jerfey, — 

— 

9-472 9 — 

13-353 9 11 

Antigua, — 

— 

217,452 16 9 

35,873 8 3 

Barbadocs, — 

—r 

360,912 — 2 

107,008 1 4 

Bermudas, — 

— 

4,829 12 2 

7-213 i4 9 

Carolina, — 

— 

91-942 13 7 

39,182 12 8 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

11-343 17 7 

2,4:0 17 1 

Jamaica, — 

— 

449,4q8 17 4 

182,883 18 4 

Montferrat, — 

— 

44,322 5 — 

3,385 16 1 

Nevis, — 

— 

86,646 11 10 

7-412 5 4 

New England, — 

— 

72,021 12 6 

201,768 — 4 

New York, — 

— 

24,976 5 3 

70,650 8 — 

Pennfyivania, — 

— 

11,981 1 3 

42,209 14 2 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

— 

200,442 4 1 

19-982 5 3 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

214,730 2 2 

195,884 11 6 

Weft Indies in general, 

— 

4,428 10 — 

239,603 6 8 

Spanilh Weft Indies, 

— 

20,136 — 10 

044,876 16 3 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

— 


2,870,598 5 6 

Totals, 

7,094,708 8 6 

11,352,480 u 4 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

4.257,772 2 10 


E a 
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6 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

. u. 

3763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, fiom Christmas 1729, to Christmas 1730. 


Countries. 


Imports. 

Exports, 

Africa, — 

~ 

£■ 57,c8i 18 10 

£. 260,690 2 7 

Canaries, — 

__ 

22,738 19 6 

33 . 56 5 15 6 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

95.715 10 3 

51,494 12 7 

Eaft Country, —. 


190,340 19 8 , 

136.935 6 9 

Eaft India, — 

— 

1 . 059.759 $ 11 

135,484 1 1 

Flanders, — 

— 

* 100,213 9 7 

278,717 9 1 

France, — 

— 

40,834 12 2 

290,505 9 8 

Germany, — 

— 

831.390 11 8 

1,092,490 9 1 

Greenland, — 

— 


462 10 9 

Holland, , — 

— 

568,102 15 i'i 

1,766,526 15 6 

Ireland, — 

— 

294,136 4 4 

' 532,698 19 s 

Italy, — f— 

— 

49 °, 694 0 3 

50,739 8 0 

Madeiras, — 

— 

• 6,365 7 2 

40,831 5 3 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

28,954 12 6 

21.725 3 9 

Portugal, — 

— 

228,118 9 6 

1 , 015,754 15 3 

Ruflia, — 

— 

258,802 1 6 

46,275 7 5 

Spain, — 

— 

*518,972 6 8 

777,949 6 11 

Strcights, — 

— 

136.488 5 3 

494,735 i 4 3 

Sweden, — 

— 

191,022 15 7 

15,271 11 11 

Turkey, — 

— 

291,786 17 1 

174,103 13 2 

Venice, — 

— 

57,916 14 0 

12,928 1 0 

Alderney, — 

— 

77 14 8 

501 12 0 

Guerntey, — 

— 

8,660 0 4 

17,689 0 0 

Jcrfey, — 

— 

to.393 7 9 

19,878 19 2 

Antigua, — 

— 

268,801 9 3 

32,58a 11 4 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

368,326 18 9 

118,240 3 5 

Bermudas, — 

— 

329 11 4 

68 10 0 

Carolina, — 

— 

15 G 739 5 7 6 

64,785 11 5 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

12,466 4 n 

2,315 3 9 

Jamaica, — 

— 

533 . 5 D 19 8 

155,566 10 8 

Montlerrat, — 

— 

65’599 14 2 

3-755 15 3 

Nevis, — 

— 

87,229 18 n 

7.655 17 2 

New England, —- 

— 

54 . 7 oi 5 10 

208,196 5 5 

New Providence, 

— 

226 10 2 


New York, — 

— 

8,740 11 3 

64,356 16 6 

Nova Scotia, — 

— 

176 6 9 

— 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

10,582 1 4 

48,592 7 5 

St. Chriftopher’s, 

— 

248,135 16 3 

30,723 6 4 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

346,823 2 3 

i 5 0 , 93 i 6 5 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 

7.877 2 

147,260 19 5 

Spanilh Weft Indies, 

— 

125,956 15 7 

245,995 4 * 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

— 


3,425,153 6 3 

Totals, 

— 

7,780,019 9 2 

ii, 974 .i 35 14 11 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

4,194,116 5 9 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1734, to Christmas 1735. 


C'uuntr its. 

Imparls. 


Exports. 


£■ *• 

d. 

£• *• d. 

Africa, — — 

41,663 14 

5 

138,659 O 2 

Canaries,- — —> 

24,121 7 

0 

34,633 0 8 

Denmark and Norway,* — 

93.507 2 

4 

57.573 * 3 

Eaft Country, — *-* 

*°S >?53 >* 

0 

120,344 5 3 

Eaft India, — — 

1,297 400 7 

5 

*86,375 4 5 

Flanders, — 

jf 5 351 12 1 

[O 

241,981 12 6 

France, — — 

71.58+ 19 

0 

228,462 1 6 

Germany, — . — 

835.180 13 

7 

*. 197.776 *3 0 

Holland, — . — 

524,625 13 

6 

*. 954.837 8 0 

Ireland, — * — 

417,421 19 

9 

769,244 15 6 

Italy, — — — 

497,064 10 

11 

• 162,^61 13 3 

Madeiras, — — 

4.650 1 g 

2 

23,947 8 6 

Newfoundland, — — 

30,101 12 

6 

25.535 0 0 

Portugal, — — 

358,056 8 

IO 

1 . 045.533 11 0 

Rufiia, — — 

252,068 4 

8 

54-335 *4 8 

Spain, — — 

659.602 2 

I 

761,760 1 3 

Strcights, — — 

95 - 34 ' 19 

5 

802,745 0 9 

Sweden, — — 

213,850 9 

5 

25,514 17 6 

Turkey, — — 

I 26 ,l> I 12 

7 

292,797 10 1 

V tnice, — — 

5 2 >*73 6 

11 

20,417 5 8 

Aid- rney, — — 

55 6 

2 

478 15 8 

Gucrnley, — — 

18,672 15 

2 

41,101 13 0 

J ci fey, — — 

8,840 15 

2 

26,394 14 5 

Antigua, — — 

284,480 0 

0 

44.203 15 3 

Barhadoes, — — 

201,973 8 

8 

52,096 13 5 

Bermuda-, — — 

125 9 

10 

285 14 10 

Carolina, — — 

» 45-348 7 

I I 

117,837 3, 10 

Georgia, — — 

2,CIO 16 

11 

12,112 13 2 

Hudfon s Bay, — — 

9,479 8 

2 

2,232 17 11 

Jamaica, — — 

5 2 5.395 '*2 

I 

132,490 13 5 

Montlerrat, — — 

94 - 55 ° 0 

8 

6,359 16 2 

Nevis, — — 

67.370 13 

0 

VI 

Cn 

N> 

O 

New England, — — 

72.899 15 

6 

189,125 5 7 

New Providence, — 

322 11 

8 

385 * 0 

New York, — — 

£ 

OO 

2 

80,405 9 4 

Pennfvlvania, — — 

21,919 6 

3 

48,804 11 4 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

286,839 10 

6 

19,898 8 7 

Virginia and Mankind, —- 

394-995 12 

S 

220,381 6 9 

Weft Indies in general, — 

26,746 19 

10 

172,095 0 2 

Spanilh Weft Indies, — 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

16,989 15 

6 

9,956 14 11 
4,215,303 2 9 

Totals, — 

8,160,184 0 

11 

13,544,144 7 0 


Exports exceed the Imports, 5.383,960 6 1 
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1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1739, to Christmas 1740. 

Countries . . Imports . Exports . 

£. s . d . £• s ’ d - 


Africa, — 

— 

62,787 11 

7 

iio ,543 *5 

— 

Canaries, — 

— 

2 » 5 6 5 >3 

2 



Denmark and Norway, 

— 

89,496 19 

3 

70,536 — 

I 

Eaft Country, — 

*- 

199,623 10 

7 * 

*35,480 7 

IO 

Eaft India, — 

—d 

870,476 ‘12 

7 

281,751 4 

9 

Flanders, — 

— 

251,123 12 

8 

402,697 5 

2 

France, — 

— 

671094 2 

7 

225,060 1 

~ 

Germany, — 

~ 

747,795 9 

3 

1,091,061 7 

6 

Holland, — 

— 

403,664 6 

6 

1,754,204 15 

4 

Ireland, ' — 

— • 

390,565 — 

7 , 

628,288 9 

4 

Italy, — r 

— 

462,770 — 

11 

141,781 10 

— 

Madeiras, — 

— 

3,019 — 

7 

12,772 15 

8 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

43,588 8 

6 

21,562 7 

2 

Portugal, — 

— 

201,603 7 

2 

789,046 17 

6 

Ruffia, — 

— 

300,751 12 

— 

62,287 8 

8 

Spain, — 

— « 

229,134 10 

6 

101,635 18 

8 

Streights, — 

— 

74,386 8 

9 

605,685 14 

— 

Sweden, — 

— 

180,839 17 

1 

* 5,557 i 4 

5 

Turltcy, — 

— 

26,787 7 

3 

150,374 19 

4 

Venice, — 

— 

62,044 8 

9 

12,158 — 

— 

Alderney, — 

— 

194 14 

— 

562 — 

2 

Guernfey, ’ — 

— 

58,279 9 

8 

62,700 11 

7 

Jerfcy, — 

— 

24,483 17 

9 

13,816 2 

4 

Antigua, — 

— 

172,129 11 

4 

36,708 5 

4 

Barbadocs, — 

— 

228,811 15 

6 

81,859 17 

9 

Bermudas, — 

— 

14 12 

— 

632 13 

10 

Carolina, — 

— 

266,560 4 

5 

181,821 14 

11 

Georgia, — 

— 

924 9 

8 

3 <S 2 4 7 

7 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

— 

11,869 3 

7 

3,837 2 

8 

Jamaica, — 

— 

507,624 19 

4 

194,697 1 

1 

Montferrat, — 

— 

7*,535 16 

11 

4,838 8 

5 

Nevis, — 

— 

3 6 > 3°9 i 5 

3 

4,254 1 5 

6 

New England, — 

— 

72,389 16 

2 

171,081 2 

5 

New Providence, 

— 


— 

685 - 

— 

New York, — 

— 

21,498 — 

5 

00 

r- 

n 

CO 

10 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 

15,048 12 

— 

56,751 14 

9 

St. Chrifiopher’s, 

— 

168,698 15 

9 

19,260 18 

6 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

341,997 10 

11 

281,428 IO 

11 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 

5,339 5 

11 

320,328 1 

4 

Spanilh Weft Indies, 

— 

202 8 

9 


— 

Prize goods, — 

- — 

29,747 1® 

11 

27,736 3 

1 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

— 


— 

672,151 3 

— 

Totals 

:, 6,703,778 10 6 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

8,869,939 15 5 

2 ,l 66 ,l 6 l 4 II 
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A. D. 

1763 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1744, to Christmas 1745. 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 


£• s. d. 

£■ *• 

d. 

Africa, — 

— 11,031 — 11 

71,399 11 

— 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 92,823 12 5 

68,895 16 

8 

Eaft Country, — , 

— 230,039 18 11 

142,909 8 

— 

Eaft India, — 

.-r 973.705 >3 6 

293,113 12 

10 

Flanders, — 

— 16,92b 7 9 

143,863 — 

4 

F ranee, — 

— 1,200 5 10 

54,688 11 

11 

Germany, — 

— 674,507 14 11 

1,486,157 7 

6 

Holland, — 

~ 43*>374 9 8 

2,278,018 10 

2 

Ireland, —- 

- 1 1,441,498 13 — 

910,920 4 

— 

Italy, — • — 

455,293 2 — 

88,106 4 

3 

Madeiras, — 

— 2,395 11 — 

. 21,966 11 

6 

Newfoundland, — 

— 28,488 1 5 

28,302 17 

4 

Portugal, — 

— 418,452 9 10 

1,065,156 9 

6 

Ruflia, 

— 294,702 13 9 

62,672 3 

8 

Spain, —- — 

168,352 15 2 

82,681 3 

8 

Streights, —- 

— 7,074 4 8 

422,615 10 

9 

Sweden, — 

— 250,707 11 10 

30,310 8 

4 

Turkey, — 

— 225,797 12 9 

7 8 o. 8 

— 

Venice, — 

— 46,445 H 6 

20,551 10 

6 

Alderney, •— 

— 49 10 — 

427 S 

11 

Gucrnfey, — 

— 3°’377 S 7 

37,202 .4 

1 

jerfey, — 

- 27,360 17 s 

13,955 6 

10 

Antigua, — 

— 188,650 16 11 

32,769 4 

— 

Barbadocs, — 

— 165,779 11 8 

90,813 13 

10 

Bermudas, — 

— 123 3 — 

487 4 

2 

Cape Breton, — 


203 11 

10 

Carolina, — 

~ 9 l > 8 47 5 3 

86,815 13 

6 

Georgia, — 

— - 

939 14 

1 

Hud ion’s Bay, — 

— 11,380 16 4 

3,790 10 

3 

Jamaica, — 

— 35 8 , 3 8 S 9 6 

131,322 16 

6 

Montferrat, — 

— 49 > *39 3 9 

1,145 8 

7 

Nevis, 

49,3 *4 10 9 

1.399 2 

6 

New England, — 

— 38,948 10 9 

140,463 4 

7 

New York, — 

— 14,083 3 9 

54,957 1 

2 

Pennfylvania, — 

— 10,130 9 2 

54,280 IO 

1 1 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 

— 212,129 9 10 

21,859 — 

2 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 399,423 6 3 

197,799 12 

3 

Weft Indies in general. 

— 14.159 7 6 

193 . 59 8 9 

10 

Prize goods, — 

1 

Vj 

to 

OO 

1 

734,447 — 

1 

Foreign coin and bullion, 

—* --- 

4 a 5»543 12 

— 

Totals, 

7 , 8 47 .i 23 3 3 

10,497,329 17 

— 

2 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

2,650,206 13 

9 



AN HlSTOltlCJU 

AND CHRONO 

L O 

GICAt DEDUCTI 

ON 


IMPORTS and EXPOR 

TS, from Christmas 

1749 * 

to Christma s 

175O, 

Countries. 

Africa, — 

Jmpi 

— £• 29,007 

iris. 

2 

IO 

Exports 
£■ 160,791 14 


Canaries, —- 

— 7,720 

11 

8 

30,146 

9 

_ 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 90*273 

8 

3 

78,052 

5 

8 

Eall Country, — 

— 334.316 

19 

7 

157,000 

8 

8 

Eaft India, — 

— 1,104,180 

11 

11 • 

508,654 

6 

2 

Flanders, — 

— 98,714- 

• 9 

7 

422,694 

7 

4 

France, — 

— 66,832 

15 

1 

324*385 

5 

11 

Germany, — 

— 645,513 

12 

6 

1*255,872 

14 

1 

Giecnland, — 

— 6,368 

13 

5 


.. 

Holland, — 

— 325,487 

12 

.8 

2,204,065 

5 

_ 

1 1 eland, , — 

— 612,808 

1 

it 

1,316,600 

2 

2 

Italy, .— 

— 291,526 

3 

6 

172,159 

1 

3 

Madeiras, 

— 2,554 

2 

7 

20,134 

8 

6 

Newfoundland, — 

— ' 37*372 

19 

7 

44*867 

11 

6 

Poitugal, — 

— 244,276 

9 

4 

1,208,248 

19 

5 

Ruflia, _ 

— 584*091 

16 

8 

111,846 

6 

4 

Spain, .— 

— , 379 ,u 6 

1 

6 

1*783,075 

19 

8 

Streights, — 

— 64,663 

17 

7 

762,929 

5 ■ 

-_ 

Sweden, — 

— 187,022 

9 

1 

16,162 

2 

7 

T urkey, — 

XT --- 

— 189,285 

16 

7 

172,800 

5 

1 


Alderney, _ 

Guernfey, — 

Jerfey, — 

Anguilla, — 

Antigua, — 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, — 

Carolina, — 

Georgia, — 

Iludfon’s Bay, — 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, — 

Nevis, — 

New England, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, — 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pennfylvania, — 

St. Chriftopher’s, t — 
Tortola, — 

Virginia and Maryland, 
Prize goods, — 

Foreign coin and bullion. 


3^*576 3 

147 14 
31,751 12 
23,707 2 

3*°75 3 
203,453 11 

215.255 i 7 

1,986'10 
191,607 6 

1,942 19 
8,609 4 

731,429 11 

•51*463 15 
31*738 8 
48,455 9 • 
2,462 ir 
35,634 8 
226 2 

28,191 — • 
253,200 14 
24,838 3 - 

508,932 1 : 
4 > 2 i 3 4 


40,942 11 10 
15,772 1 ii 

72,191 3 2 

150,097 18 — 
16,447 3 8 

133.037 — 9 
2 * I2 5 15 5 
4,375 19 — 
242,349 10 — 
11,406 16 1 

3,874 10 5 

343,659 6 8 

267,130 - 

13,875 19 7 
217,713 — 10 

48,995 4 3 
1,186 10 6 
349,419 18 3 
7*833 14 10 
2,432,923 11 9 


T otals. 


f 7 . 772*039 12 5 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


15,132,004 3 1 

7*359*964 10 8 
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in or 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS 

, from 

Christm 

AS 

1754, » 

Christmas 

‘755- 

Countries. 


Imports 


Exports . 


Africa, — — 

l 

4°>254 

l6 

8 

173,670 

— ■ 

— 

Canaries, — 

— 

7,874 

3 

1 

29.785 

‘5 

5 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 

73,946 

19 

6 

89,210 

10 

a 

Eaft Country, — 

— 

267,228 

14 

2 

‘74,579 

12 

6 

Eaft India, — * 

— 

1,246,776 

11 

3 

874,921 

6 

8 

Flanders, — 

•-* 

9‘>$23 

14 

1 

463,173 

‘9 

9 

F ranee, — 

— 

37,002 

8 

8 

186,310 

1 

4 

Germany, — 

— 

696,093 

4 

9 

1,361,964 

13 

5 

Greenland, — 

— 

28,857 

5 

4 

i, 3 6 7 

*4 

11 

Holland, — • 

— 

276,237 

4 

4 

1,710,587 

‘3 

1 

Ireland, —• “** 


643,165 

IS 

S 

1,07b, 063 

10 

6 

Italy, — “ 


690,136 

9 

7 

216,429 

4 

1 

Madeiras, — 

— 

3,o7S 

17 

1 

16,486 

16 

8 

Newfoundland, — 

— 

37,»os 

9 

5 

36,946 

8 

8 

Portugal, — 


263,080 

16 

9 

.1,072,700 

6 

7 

Ruflia, — — 


661,740 

1 

11 

8 5,327 

8 

3 

Spain, —- — 


368*464 

i7 

3 

973-335 

4 

5 

Strcights, — 

— 

137,414 

17 

4 

547>3 IQ 

2 

—- 

Sweden, — — 


200,049 

5 

2 

19,234 

2 

8 

Turkey, — — 


69,687 

1 

7 

71,589* 

12 

9 

Venice, — — 


28,886 

5 

— 

8,790 

14 

8 

Alderney, — 

— 

5 

5 

— 

887 

11 

5 

Guernfey, — 

— 

36,085 

15 

11 

26,049 

2 

3 

Jerfcy, — * — 


18,016 

17 

1 

18,962 

4 

2 

Anguilla, — 

— 

2,091 

11 

2 




Antigua, — 

— 

366,012 

19 

10 

80,686 

18 

5 

Barbadoes, — 

• 

275,490 

1 

3 

197,267 

7 

7 

Bermudas, — 

— f 

— 


— 

4,074 

2 

3 

Caroline, — — 

- 

3 2 5,525 

13 

6 

187,887 

4 

9 

Georgia, — 

— 

4,437 

16 

10 

2,630 

19 

4 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 


7>99 8 

12 

• 

1 

3,849 

‘5 

5 

Jamaica, — - 

- 

775,096- 

.9 

6 

335,504 

14 

1 

Montferrat, — 

— 

79,972 

2 

3 

4,488 

‘5 

8 

'Nevis, — — 


82,463 

IS 

6 

14,260 

13 

9 

New England, — 


59,533 

6 

11 

34G796 

7 

3 

New Providence, — 


i,473 

— 

6 



— 

New York, — 

— 

28,054 

12 

3 

tS 1 ^ 1 

5 

— 

Nova Scotia, — . 

— 

487 

17 

3 

24,052 

14 

to 

Pennfylvania, — 


32,336 

10 

6 

144,456 

7 

2 

St. Chriftopher’s, — 


269,575 

9 

3 

57,927 

1 

10 

St. Thomas, -£ 

— 

3 r » 2 79 

11 

6 




Tbrtola, — 

- 

18,556 

18 

7 

457 

19 

8 

Virginia and Maryland, 

_ 

489,668 

17 

10 

285,157 

4 

5 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

— 



' 

1,117,012 

9 

9 

T otals, — 


8,772,865 

2 

TO 

12,112,255 

17 

6 


Exports exceed the Imports, 

3,409,390 

14 

8 

Vol. IV. 


r 
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1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1759, to Christmas 1760. 

Countries. Imports. Exports. 



£• 

s. 

d. 

c 

s. 

J. 

Africa, — 

— 39.41° 

14 

0 

345,546 

0 

1 

Canaries, — 

- 3 * I 3 I 

O 

5 

58.859 

4 

4 

Denmark and Norway, 

— 5*6745 10 

10 

• 

108,627 

3 

0 

Eaft Country, — 

— 205,464 16 

5 

190,217 

0 

11 

Eaft India, — 

— ,1,785,679 


1 

1,161,670 

6 

0 

Flanders, — 

— 31,228 

3 

0 

379.093 

11 

9 

France, — 

— 37 

5 

9 

209,946 

9 

7 

Germany, — 

— 668,076 

11 

4 

1,544,016 

15 

5 

Greenland, — 

~ 10,824 

3 

0 

27 

11 

7 

Holland, — 

— 412,397 

3 

. 1 

1,784,442 

11 

2 

Ireland, « — 

— 904,180 

14 

8. 

1,050,401 

0 

10 

Italy, — 

— 506,100 

15 

7 

210,096 

10 

2 

Maaeiras, —1 

— 3,386 

14 

10 

3 I » 6°5 

11 

9 

Portugal, — 

— 299,088 

4 

8 

1,291,560 

11 

10 

Rufiia, — 

— 474 . 68 o 

2 

9 

38,710 

0 

1 

Spain, — 

— 460,042 

13 

9 

1,048,222 

18 

1 

Streights, *— 

— 61,850 

1 

4 

399,819 

1 

9 

Sweden, — 

— 193.340 

2 

5 

i 3. 6 57 

13 

0 

T urkey, — 

— « 58,916 

12 

6 

55,730 

0 

10 

Venice, — 

— 41,138 

2 

6 

6,105 

5 

11 

Alderney, — 

— 5 1 

O 

O 

6 

921 

4 

10 

Guernsey, — 

— 39,119 

4 

2 

44,761 

18 

8 

Jerfey, — —• 

23,003 

9 

1 

27,865 

i 7 

0 

Antigua, — 

— 159,162 

19 

0 

191,117 

13 

2 

Barbadoes, — 

— 223,716 

12 

11 

269,449 

6 

2 

Bermudas, — 

— 70 

12 

7 

16,115 

r 4 

8 

Cape Breton, —* 

— , 5 

8 

3 

11,048 

14 

5 

Carolina, — 

— 162,769 

6 

7 

218,131 

7 

8 

Georgia, — 

— 12,198 

14 

10 



— 

Guadaloupe, — 

— 424.366 

18 

4 

118,569 

5 

10 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 

9.142 

12 

5 

4,959 

i 5 

10 

Jamaica, — 

— 1,034,283- 

' 3 

8 

585.771 

J 3 

2 

Montferrat, — 

75.936 

12 

4 

23,143 

13 

4 

Nevis, — 

— 45.750 

11 

0 

20,390 

9 

8 

New England, — 

37,802 

13 

1 

599’647 

14 

8 

Newfoundland, 

■— 26,360 

2 

4 

56,643 

1 

6 

New Providence, 

— • 1 , 73 ° 

0 

7 



— 

New York, — 

— 21,125 

0 

0 

480,106 

3 

1 

Nova Scotia, —■ 

— 701 

7 

4 

52,767 

2 

2 

Pennfylvania, — 

22.754 

'§ 

3 

707,998 

12 

0 

Quebec, — 

— 2,154 

18 

5 

51,629 

18 

5 

St. Croix, — 

“ - 

— 

— 

1,657 

3 

7 

St. Chriftopher’s, 

— 292,470 

J 9 

2 

149,142 

4 

10 

Tortola, — 

~ 3 o. 35 i 

19 

0 

„ AV 

18 

7 

Virginia and Maryland, 

—• 504.45 1 

1 

11 

• 

605,882 

*9 

5 

Britifh and Irilh lmens, per bounty, - 



188,159 

5 

0 

Prize goods, — 

— 465,602 

18 

5 

340,336 

3 

5 

Foreign coin and bullion, 



— 

884,102 

11 

3 

T otals. 

9,832,802 

11 

I 

15.579,073 

0 

S 


Exports exceed the Imports, 5,746,270 9 4 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1762, 
Countries. Imports. 

Africa, — — —£. 18,128 2 8 

Canaries, — — - 2,739 *3 I 

Denmark and Norway, — 89,179 11 2 

Eaft Country, — -— 247,066 1 6 

Eaft India, —. — *>059,335 18 7 

Flanders, — — 83,320 3 10 

France, — — * 43 >'S 8 5 S 

Germany, — •— 1,085,107 o 9 

Greenland, — —— 8,117 15 2 

Holland, — — 476,383 10 

Ireland, — — 769,379 11 

Italy, — — • — 948,140 

Madeira®, — — 1,119 

Portugal, —* — 304,056 

Ruffia, — — 801,279 

Spain, — — — 590,506 

Strcights, — — 20,276 11 

Sweden, — — 249,540 15 

Turkey, — —- 76,004 9 

Venice, — — —- 31,841 18 

Alderney, — — • 63 Q 

Belle-Ifle, — — 17 13 

Guernfcy, — — 127,192 14 

Jerfey, — — — i7> 6 39 *3 

Anguilla, — — 2,369 18 

Antigua, — — 180,347 3 

Barbadoes, — — 252,537 10 

Bermudas, — — -- ■ —- 

Canada, — — 26,856 13 5 

Carolina, — — 282,366 3 6 

Dominica, — — - 

Florida, — — 

Georgia, — — 

Grenades, — — * 

Guadaloupe, — — 

Havannah, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, — — 

Jamaica, — — 

Martinico, — — 

Montferrat, — — 

Nevis, — — — 

New England, — — 

Newfoundland, ■— — 

New Providence, 

New York, — — 

Nova Scotia, — — 

Pennfylvania, — —- 

St. Chriftophers, *— 

St. Croix, —- — 

Tortola, — — 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Weft Indies in general, — 

Britifh and Irilh linens, per bounty. 

Foreign coin and bullion, — 

“ ize goods, —- — 


to Chkistma8 1763. 

Exports. 


£■ 


o 

9 

to 

7 

11 

4 

o 

2 

4 
o 

7 

5 
4 
9 
1 

o 


14,469 18 4 

261,552 3 o 

412,303 18 7 

249,387 4 8 

8,567 10 1 

1,159,023 15 11 
344,162 • 7 1 

59 , 57 1 *5 1* 
45,280 9 10 

74,815 i 1 
24,102 18 8 

6,438 111 

53,988 14 4 

4,312 9 10 

38,228 IO 2 

234,98* *7 9 
8,396 S 9 
5 8 > 57 * 4 2 

642,294 2 9 


Totals, 


— 160,516 12 10 

11,665,036 o 9 
Exports exceed the Imports, 


463,818 
21,032 16 
140,610 10 
299,857 7 

887,083 7 
384,177 12 
197,100 u 
2,272,272 
22 

1,910,240 
1,640,713 
468,77 
37*7 


16 

*5 

*9 


727,623 12 
78,901 
1,168,072 
325,622 
20,494 
93,646 
20,259 
*> 2 39 
, 9 2 9 
26,219 
16,287 


1 

1 

18 

1 

43 

*4 

*4 

9 

*7 

o 


10I »574 

213,909 

8,623 

* 49,539 
250,132 
1,264 
9,946 
44>9o8 
S 3 >**8 

*!•*» 

6,643 

4,393 

584,278 

12 >455 
* 5.505 
29.557 
258,854 

55 > 102 


238,560 2 

* 6 . 3 0 3 3 
284,152 16 
104,724 7 
*,1*44 
1.901 
555 > 39 * 
39.578 
30,604 
1,672,674 12 
201,194 6 


4 

9 

7 

7 

o 

8 


3 

5 

3 

4 
3 
9 

11 


7 
11 
o 
6 
6 
10 
5 


8 2 
4 $ 
*5 ** 
16 4 


2 
5 

3 
*9 

5 

1 
11 

2 
2 

*4 

18 


4 

o 

6 

2 

! 

4 
6 

7 

5 
2 
1 . 

8 

6 
7 


1 

4 

o 

10 

o 

4 

ia 

10 

6 

6 

7 


16,160,181 16 3 
4 , 495,*45 * 5 . * 
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AN HISTORICAL AND C H R 0 N 0 LO C I C A t BE 

In the early part of this year, an account was brought by the Lapwing Packet from the Efta 
Indies, that war had broke out in that part of the Britifh empire, with circumftances of fuch 
an unpromifing nature, as to caufe an immediate fall of fourteen per cent, in India flock. 
The proprietors, as may be naturally fuppoled, were greatly alarmed at this intelligence ; and 
their alarms were, in fome degree, communicated to the nation at large. We lhall mention 
the leading caufes of this difagrceable event. . 

Mir Coflim Aly Cawn, who had been elevated,, jn the year 1760, by the Governor and 
Council of Bengal, to the fubahfhip of that province, in the room of his father-in-law Mir 
Jaffier, was a bold, fubtle, and enterprising character; and feeling, in the utmoft extent, the 
difgrace of his dependent ftate, was determined to feize the firft opportunity of freeing himfelf 
from it. Diffimulation was the firft engine which he employcd--and he employed it with 
fuccci's; for it.obtained for him the firm cftablilhmcnt of his own interior government, by 
the affiflance of the Englillt forces, and filcnccd all fufpicion'of his future defigns. He then 
removed from the vicinity of Calcutta to a place called Monghcer, two hundred miles higher 
up the Ganges, which lie fortified with uncommon expedition ; and having formed fuch an 
army in point of real ftrength and difeipline, as India had never yet feen among her native 
defenders, he began to difeover his real defigns, and to employ the power he had acquired, 
to the detriment of thofe from whom he had received the means of obtaining it. The firft 
ftep he took, was to fubjeft the English private traders to the regular and equal payment of 
duties throughout his dominions; and dircCted that their dilputes, if they arofe beyond their 
own limits, flioukl be decided by his magiftrates. 

This unexpected conduft of the Subah greatly alarmed the faflory ; and the governor, Mr. 
Vanfittart, thought it a matter of fufficient importance to require his going in perfon to 
Mongheer, to offer his expoftulations upon it. But the Subah had taken Ins meafurcs with a 
fpirit determined to purfue them, and anfwered the rcmonftrances with an equal force of 
reafon and coolnefs of expreflion. “ If,” faid he, “ the feevants of tlie Englifh Company 
“ were permitted to trade in ail parts, and in all commodities, free from the paypient of cul- 
“ toms, as many of them now pretend, they mtjft, of courfe, draw ail the trade into their 
“ own hands, and my cuftoms would be of fo little value, that it would be much more for 
“ my intereftto make trade entirely free, and colIeCt no cuftotns from any perfons whatever, 
“ upon any kind of merchandize;. This would draw a number of merchants into the coun- 
“ try, and increafc my revenues, by encouraging the cultivation and manufacture of a large 
“ quantity of goods for fale ; at the fame time that it would cut off the principal fubjcCt of 
“ difputes which had difturbed the good underftanding between us; an object I have more 
“ than any other at heart.” 

This was a ftile of reafoning, which was equally unexpected and unanfwerable. The rea- 
foninge of the Nabob were founded in juflice, and he accompanied them with fuch declara¬ 
tions as induced the Englifh governor to fubmit, where he was accuftomed to dictate, and to 
confent to regulations which operated very much to the disadvantage of the Englifh traders. 

A< foon as the effeCt of this negociation was known at Calcutta, the faCtory loft all mode¬ 
ration in the aftonifhment and indignation which they felt on the occafion. The council dis¬ 
avowed the condud of their governor, and refufed to abide by the treaty which he had con¬ 
cluded. They afferted, that he had affumed an authority which he did not poffefs ; that the 
regulations to which he had aftanted, were not only deftruCtive to public and private trade, 
but were a ftain on the Englifh name; and, that having aCted, as he had done, wuhout the 

^ advice 
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1764 advice or cpnfcnt of the council, was Rn evident breach of its privileges, to which they could 
not l'ubmit. They therefore inftantly difpatched orders to all the different faflorics, to pay no 
regard to the agreement which had lately been entered into between Governor Vanfittart and 
the Subah. 

But fuch counterafting meafures-were not the fruits of an unanimous fpirir. No common 
difference of opinion prevailed, and violent difputes fucceeded ; public confufion then follow¬ 
ed, and commerce was interrupte 4 jn ail its interior channels. An application was made to 
Mir Coffim to enter upon another negociation, which he refufed with all the infolcncc ofcon- 
feious power. No other way was therefore left to fettle this difpute, but the conteft of arms; 
and the Engiilh faftory having once more proclaimed Mir Jaffier, Subah of Bengal, prepared 
to march their forges into the field. 

Though this war with the Nabob terminated to the advantage of the £aft India Company, 
the accounts from India? at this moment, were of an alarming nature, and very violent de¬ 
bates took place at the public meetings of the proprietors to confider of the prefent {late of the 
Company’s affairs. The firft fubjeft of debate, was the conduct of their fervants abroad, and 
much acrimony mingled itfelf with the charges and recriminations which were dealt forth 
without referve by the friends of the different Oriental parties ; but the difputes which arofc 
on this fubjeft, were foon loft in the confideration of a more extenfive and important objefl, 
the general adminiftration of the Company’s ’affairs both abroad and at home. Lord Clive 
was almoft univerlally considered as the only perfon qualified to be commander in chief in 
India, at this critical period ; while Mr. Sullivan was fupported by a very large and refpeflable 
body of proprietors, as a perfon the moft capable to take the chair of the direftion at home. 
But Lord Clive abfolutcly refufed to aft as a fervant of the company, if Mr. Sullivan was per¬ 
mitted to take a leading part in the adminiftration of their concerns; and, at length, the 
gloomy profpeft of affairs in India determined the conteft to the wilhes of that nobleman. 
The difpute, alfo, which had for fome time fubfifted between the Company and Lord Clive, 
relative to his jaghire, being finally fettled, and harmony fully reftored, his lordfhip, who was 
honoured by his Majefty, on the occafion, with the Order of the Bath, and the rank of Major 
General in India, fet out for the feaf of his future government with the confidence of the com¬ 
pany and his country. 

The rapacity of the company’s fervants in their Oriental governments, had difgraced the 
national charafler; and if the company had been as attentive to public honour as they were to 
private intereft, fome effeQual methods would havE been already taken to keep the pcr.Tns 
employed by them in India, within the bounds of moderation and juftice. Indeed, the dif¬ 
pute between the Directors and Lord Clive, relative to the jaghire, had produced a pofitivc 
refolution, that none of their fervants fhould in future accept of any gratuity from any Indian 
Prince or Governor; but, it is not our immediate bufinefs to enquire how far this determina¬ 
tion of the diredion at home was obferved abroad. Abufes {kill fubfifted, and the wifdom of 
Parliament was, at length, under the neceflity oftxerting itfelf in the controul of them. The 
circumftances of which alteration in the company’s affairs, will, of courfe, folicit our atten¬ 
tion when we arrive at tlie period that produced iitch a wife and falutary mcafure. 

Mr. Blake, whom we have mentioned with a becoming encomium, in the preceding year 
was, with great juftice, relcafed from the obligation of fifteen hundred pounds, advanced to 
him by the foeiety for the encouragement of arts, manufaftures, and commerce, on his pledg¬ 
ed fecurity, over and above the two thoufand pounds conligned to his diferetionary ufe in the 

undertaking 
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64 undertaking to fupply London, and its vicinity, vcitji fifh, &c. And foon after the Parliament, 
convinced of the great utility of the fcheme, were pleafed to allow him two thoufand five 
hundred pounds for the purpofe of encouraging it. But here the national attention to what 
may be conlidered as a great national objeft, ended ; Parliament thought proper to Ihew its 
approbation of the plan by this temporary grant, and then left it to fink beneath the power of 
that monopoly which It was its duty to annihilate, « 

In confequence of the great increafe in,the price of meat, a committee of the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons was appointedto examine into the caufes of it. 

For this purpofe fevera! tradefmen were examined, who alleged, that there was an aug¬ 
mented demand for provifions arifing from an increafing confumption in London and its en¬ 
virons ; but, on a Arid examination to this point, they were not 4 ble to produce any con- 
clufive or probable evidence of fuch an increafe as they had fuppofed. They then accounted 
for this increafe of the price of meat from the want of pork at market, proceeding from the 
uncommon plenty of acocns in 1762, which induced all the feeders to fatten their whole flock 
of hogs in that year; which extraordinary {laughter was not then replacedand that the want 
of one article, in the general provifions of fo populous a city as London, nccenarily advanced 
the price of every other: they added, alfo, that the wet feafon had confiderabiy lefiened the 
weight even of fat cattle; that the great fcarcity of fodder in 1762, had reduced the breed and 
flock ; and that the failure in the crop of'turnips in feveral counties, this year, had prevented 
thofe counties from fattening the ufual quantities of beafts. They affigned alfo the low prices 
of hides apd tallow as an additional reafon. But after all, on further examination, the falef- 
raen and butchers were forced to admit, that the high price of provifions was not exclufively 
the effeft of natural caufes, but artificially refulting from private combinations, and the want 
of better regulations for the fale of cattle in open markets. 

Thus, the abufes pra&ifed in a matter of fuch general importance, were pointed out; and 
wc wifh it were in our power to add, that an adequate remedy was applied. 

On the twenty-fixth of March, his Majcfly figned a proclamation for the fale, by auftion, 
of all his lands in the ifiands of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St. Vincent, and To¬ 
bago ; excepting fuch lands as fliall be necefiary for Tonifications, and other military works, 
glebes for minifters, allotments for fchoolmafters, high-roads, woodlands, and other public 
purpofes, on the following conditions 

“ That the purchafcrs pay twenty per cent, of the whole purchafe money down, ten per 
“ cent, in one year, ten per cent, in the fecond year, and twenty per cent, every year after, 
“ till the whole is paid. 

“ That every purchafer fhall have one white man, or two white women, for every hundred 
“ acres cleared; or pay twenty pounds for every white woman, and forty pounds for every 
“ white man wanting. 

“ That one acre in twenty fhall be cleared every year, till half the land is cleared : five 
“ pounds to be paid for every acre not fo cleared. 

“ That fix-pence per acre be paid to the crown, as a quit-rent, on fucb lands as fhall be 
“ cleared. No perfon to purchafe more than three hundred acres of land in Dominica, or 
“ five hundred in the other ifiands. 


“ That diftri&s fhall be allotted for towns; a penny per foot for ground-rent for tenements, 
“ and fix-pence per acre for fields. No more than one town lot to one perfon, and five acres 
“ of failure land to each town lot: eight hundred acres in each parifh to be referved for poor 

“ fettlers 
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1764 “ fettlers, to be divided into lots of not lefs than ten, nor more than thirty acres each, to be 
“ granted in fee-fimple. The lands to be occupied and entered upon in three months after 
“ the grants. No lands granted to poor fettlers to be alienable by fale, or otherwife, for 
“ feven years, except for the children of the firft fettlers; and all mines of gold and filver to 
“ be referved to the crown, &c.” 

In the month of June, fcveral accounts were received that Our logwood cutters in the bay 
of Honduras had not only keen interrupted in their bufinefs, but had been ordered to remove 
fuddenly from their ufual places of*fettlement, An pretence of their having no proofs of their 
being fubjefts to his Britannic Majefty. This accidental difpute, for it was no more, was 
made a fubjeft of ferious declamation by party writers ; for it foon appeared, by two articles in 
the London gazette, that the whole was owing to a too fcrupulous attention to forms in the 
Spanifh commanders, and, perhaps, to an improper negleft of them on the part of our log¬ 
wood cutters.—Thcfe articles ate as follows : * 

“ St. James' t, July 21 — In anfvver to the reprefentations made by his Majefly’s ambaflador 
,£ at the court of Madrid, upon the late tranfaftions of their governor of Jucatan, and his pro- 
“ cecdings towards the Britifh fubjefts employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Honduras, 
“ the Spanifh miniftry have replied,—That they have not received any advices from that go- 
“ vernor relative to this affair; but that it is certain the Catholic King has given pofitivc 
“ orders to his governor of Jucatan to abide by, and obferve the feventeenth article of the Iaft 
“ treaty of peace, and that he (hall not approve of the conduit of his fubjefts who aft incon- 
“ tradiftion to it.—That it is the intention of his Catholic Majefty, that no one lliali impede 
“ the Englifh in cutting logwood in the ftipulated places; and he will difappr-ove of his gover- 
<! nors and minifters whenever they aft to the contrary, and renew the moft ftrift orders to 

thateffeft,” 

“ St. James's , September a8.—La ft night, one of his Majefty’s mefiengers arrived from Ma- 
<e drid, with difpatches from his Majefty’s ambaflador at that court, tranfmitting a duplicate 
“ of the orders, which, in confcquence of his excellency’s late remonftrances, that court has 
“ difpatched to the governor of Jucatan : in which orders his Catholic Majefty difapproves 
“ the proceedings of the faid governor with refpeft to his Majefty’s fubjefts in the bay of 
u Honduras, exprefles his defire to give his Majefty the greateft proofs of his friendfhip, and 
“ of preferving peace with the Britifh nation ; and commands the faid governor to re-eftablifh 
“ the Britifh logwood cutters in the feveral places from which he had obliged them to retire, 
“ and to let them know, that they may return to thpir occupation of cutting logwood, wit’ - 
“ out being difquieted or difturbed, under any pretence whatever.” 

About this time, the King of Denmark declared the ports of his two iflands of St. Thomas 
and St. John in America to be free, on the following conditions. 

1. No European merchandizes fhall be carried thither except in his Danifli Majejly’s Eu¬ 
ropean fhips, which fhall be furnifhed with paflports. Two per cent, of the value to be paid 
on importation. All American produftions to be admitted in fhips of any nation, pay ing five 
per cent, of the ufual duty; and thefe veflels may export any goods duty free. But it is for¬ 
bidden allveflels to go from thefe iflands to St. Croix to take a cargo in return. 

2. No produftions imported into thefe iflands fhall be brought to Europe but in Danifh 
fhips, which had firft carried goods with paflports ; and thefe to unload only in Denmaik 01 
the Danifh provinces. 

3 3 . Thefe 
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of St. Thomas and St, John are to pay five per cent, 

4. Frauds fhall be punifhed by confutation, and a fine of five rixdollars for every quintal of 
fugar, and twenty rixdollars for every one hundred pounds of cotton, over and above the duties. 

5. Foreign fugars brought from theft iflands to the Danifh ftates, fhall remain only till they 
can be exported again, paying one per cent, duty. 

To increafe the revenue, by a minute attention to remedy abufes in the collection of it, and 
to throw every poffiblc impediment in the way of contraband practice, were the laudable and 
favourite objefts of government at this period. An order of council was therefore published 
on the feventeenth of Auguft, fignifying his Majefty’s intentions, that the laws fhould be 
ftriCtly put in execution againft fmuggling, particularly on the neighbouring coafts of the idle 
of Man : in conftquence of which, the lords commiffiofiers of the admiralty were ordered to 
ffation a number of fhips and cutters, under the command of difcrect officers, in the harbours 
and on the coafts of thatjfland, in order to carry his Majefty’s intentions into execution; and 
the government of Ireland is likcwife required to give fuch directions for carrying his Majefty’s 
intentions into effeft, as to them may refpeCtively appertain : and, in order to prevent fo¬ 
reigners from pleading ignorance of this regulation, his Majefty’s intentions were duly notified 
to moft of the courts of Europe. 

Several a£ts of violence having been committed on the firft of June in this year, by the 
commander of a French fhip of war, in conjunction with other French veflels, at one of the 
Turks Iflands, the Britifh ambafiador at the court of France was ordered to demand immediate 
farisfaCtion and full reparation, for this breach of good faith, and fuch an unprovoked infult to 
the Britifh crown. In conftquence of the reprefentations made on this fubjeCt, the court of 
France not only difavowed the conduCt of its officers, but difclaimed all intention whatever 
of acquiring or conquering the Turks Iflands; and gave immediate orders to the Comte D’Ef- 
taing, governor of St. Domingo, to cauft the ifland to be immediately abandoned on the part 
of the French, to reftore every thing therein to the condition in which it was on the firft of 
June, and to make reparation of the damages which any of his Majefty’s fubjefts fhall be 
found to have fuftained in conftquence of the proceedings complained of, according to an ef- 
timation to be immediately fettled by the faid governor, with his Majefty’s governor of 
J amaica. % 

Thefe iflands arc many in number, of which that, where theft violences took place, is the 
moft confidcrable, or rather, the leaft infignificant, being low, fandy and barren, with very 
little if any frefh water, without any vegetables, except low fhrubs, or any animals except lizards, 
guanas, and land crabs: but the coaft abounds with fifh and turtle, and the beach is covered 
with fea fowl. 

It,does not appear that any fettlement was ever attempted by any European nation on theft 
iflands, fo that no claim can arife from poffeflion. If priority of difeovery beftows any title, 
they muft belong to the Spaniards, and not to the French, who neither difeovered nor were 
ever in poffcffion of them. 

The Britifh nation has certainly been accuftomed to gather fait on them for many years.— 
The bufinefs of making it is chiefly carried on by Bermudians, who go there in the month of 
March, and continue during the dry feafon. The people of New England fetch great quan¬ 
tities of fait from thence for their fifheries: they buy it from four-pence to fix-pence flerling 
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1764 the bulhel».and pay the poor-Bctmudians a fmall part in money, and the reft in rum and da¬ 
maged provifions, &c. 

Thcfe iilands have good anchorage to the leeward, but no harbour whatever ; they however 
form, with the Caicos Bank, a channel of about a league over, which the Englifli cruizers 
frequent in time of war, as it is a common paffage for all vcfftls from Monte Chrifti. The 
French pilots from Cape Francois always prefer it, when t^e wind favours, to the windward 
paffage of our Jama-ica-tncn. 'i'hefc, therefore, are the only reafons that can be alfigncd for 
their thus attempting to fettle theit* though irtdoes not appear that they did more with that 
view (befjdes plundering and burning the cabins on it, and carrying the inhabitants, to the 
number of two hundred, and about nine fail of Britilh lhipping, to Cape Francois, where they 
releafed them, with orders not to return to Turks Kland) than ereft two hone monuments of 
• eight feet in height, the materials of which were brought from Old France. 

On the twcnty-fcvcnt^i of September, Bank ftock rofe near eight per clnt. on a dividend of 
two and a half per cent, in (lead of two and a quarter per cent, being declared for the half year 
ending on the .tenth of the fuccecding month. 

In the beginning of Oftober, the merchants having prefented a petition refpefting the high 
prices of provifions to Lord Halifax, a council was immediately called ; and, after a particular 
examination of evidence on the occalio.o, his Majefty immediately ordered his royal proclama¬ 
tion to be iffvscd for the'free importation of faked beef, faltcd pork, and butter from Ireland ; 
at the fame time offering a reward of one hundred pounds, for difeovering any unlawful combi¬ 
nations in the falc of provifions ; the high price of which had given occafi-on to fame very ferious 
diflurbances at Plymouth, and in other parts of England, particularly in Dcrbyfbirc; where 
the colliers finding wheat one day in the market at eight Ihillings and four-pence the bufliel, 
cleared the market at five fliillings the bufhel. In York, a confiderable number of rcfpeftablc 
gentlemen affociated to raife a fund for the importation of corn from other counties, that the 
poor might be fupplied with that neccflary article at a reafoitable price. But fucli an impor¬ 
tant objeft might, in all probability, have been obtained by an wholefome application of the 
laws, and a general exertion of the powers veiled in magiftrates to prevent monopolies, fore- 
llaliing, and fucli illegal prafticcs,-as make an artificial dearth in the midlt of real plenty. 

The following bills, as they related, more or lefs, to commercial matters, fliould be noticed 
as having this year received the royal affent. 

A bill to continue an aft for allowing tlic free importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and greafe, 
a further limited time from Ireland. 


To amend an aft of laft feffions, for laying an additional duty on cyder and perry. 

For granting a certain fum out of the finking fund for the fervice of the year 1764. 

For granting certain duties ou goods in the Britilh colonies, for the fupport of government; 
and for encouraging the trade to the fugar colonies, and the fuppreffion of contraband trade. 
For leffening the duty on tire importation, and raifing it on the exportation of bcaver-lkins. 
For regulating pilots, &c- 

For encouraging the manufafture of Britilh fail-cloth. 

For regulating buildings, and preventing fires. 

For vetting the fort of Senegal and its dependencies in the African Company. 

For afeertaining and regulating in what cafes letters fhali be fent or received free from the 
duty of poftage. 
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For charging on the finking fund certain annuities, and for confolidatirtg fuch of the faid 
annuities as are granted for a certain term of years irredeemable. 

For granting, for a limited time, liberty to carry .rice from his Majefty’s provinces of South 
Carolina and Georgia, to other parts of America, on paying Britifh duties. 

For railing money by loans or Exchequer bills. 

For preventing frauds committed by bankrupts, &c. , 

For preventing inconveniencies arifing in cafes of merchants, and fuch other perfons as are 
within the flatutes of bankrupts, being entitled to privilege of Parliament, and becoming in- 
folvent. 

To encourage the cambrick manufacture in England. 

For exporting fait from Europe to Quebec, for a limited time. 

For granting a bounty on the importation of hemp, ’and rough and undrefied flax, from his 
Majefty’s colonies in America. * 

For enabling his Magefty, with the advice of his privy council, to order the free importation 
of provifions from Ireland during the next recefs of Parliament, or as the neceffity of the time 
may require. 

For continuing feveral a&$ of Parliament, made for the encouragement of the whale filhery 
carried on by his Majefty’s fubjefts, particularly that on the coaft of America. 

For eftabtifhing an agreement with thb governor and company of the Bank of England, for 
raifing certain fums of money for the fervice of the year 1764. 

For preventing fuch paper bills of credit, as may hereafter be iffued within any of his Ma¬ 
jefty’s colonies or plantations in America, from being made legal tender in payment of money. 

As we gave, in the preceding year, an abftraft of the aft for laying duties on cyder, &c. we 
think it ncceffary to ftate, rather at large, the aft which palled this fcfiion for explaining and 
amending it. 

“ It is thereby enafted, that from and after the fifth day of July 1764, the time limited by 
the former aft for payment of the duties, fhall be extended to fix months. 

“ In lieu of the former compofition, officers of excife are authorifed to compound with pri¬ 
vate families, at the rate of two lhillings per head, per annum, for each perfon of eight years old 
and upwards, in the lifts delivered in to them, which compofition fhall be renewed annually ; 
and in cafe of an increafe in the family during the year, an additional lift fhall be given in, and 
two-pence per month paid for every perfon added during the lubfifting unexpired term of fuch 
year. The compofitions fhall be applied as the duties : other parts of the former aft relating 
to compofitions, fhall continue in force. 

“ Makers of cyder at other prefies than their own, not being compounders, fhall enter their 
names at the next office of cxcife, ten days previous to fuch making; together with the mills 
and owners thereof, and the cellars or ftorehoufes for keeping fuch cyder, under a penalty for 
their ufing any unentered mill, ftorchoufe, &c. twenty-five pounds. Officers of cxcife fhall 
have free accefs to the faid mills, ftorehoufes, &c. in the day time, to gauge the cyder, he. 
and to make and report the charge, leaving a copy with the maker; who fhall pay the duty 
according to fuch charge. 

“ Proprietors of cyder mills, &c. fo lent out, fhall not be obliged to give notice thereof. 

“ Where the compounder intends to fell or difpofe of cyder, he immediately from the 
mill, the officer (ball deliver to him blank certificates and counterparts for the purpofe, to he 
filled up occafionally, which fhall proteft the removal of fuch cyder. The counterpart fhall be 
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764 filled up and figned at the fame time with the certificates, and fhall be returned to the officer, 
and a receipt fhall be given him for the certificates. The certificates and counterparts not 
ufed, lhall be produced when called for. The quantities fold and certified for, (hall be veri¬ 
fied on oath. Returns of the quantities difpofed of, as aforefaid, fhall be made by the officers 
of excife to the commiffioners of excife, and the duties charged from the counterparts ; a copy 
of which returns fhall be left with the maker, who fhall pay the duty accordingly within the fix 
months from thence. A maker of cyder or perry not complying with thefe regulations, or 
being guilty of any fraud, ihall forfeit twentykfivre pounds. Certificates for the removal of 
cyder from the mill, fhall be in force but between the firfl of September and thirteenth of De¬ 
cember, yearly. Blank certificates and counterparts fhall be delivered up within ten days 
after, on penalty of twenty-five pounds. 

“ The penalty of obftrufting’an officer in his duty, fhall be fifty pounds. If any officer of 
excife fhall refufe, or wilfully negleft to leave a true copy of his report ih writing, or to grant 
a certificate for the removal of any cyder or perry, upon rcafonable requeft made for that pur- 
pofe, or if any maker of cyder or perry, authorifed to compound, fhall offer to make fuch 
compofition, and if any fuch officer fhall refufe or wilfully negleft to accept fuch compofition, 
he fhall for each refufal or negleft, forfeit and pay the fura of forty lhillings.” 

By the aft relating to the Britifh colonies, a duty of one pound two fhillings is laid on 
foreign clayed l'ugars, inftead of five fhillings»and fix-pence; a duty of fix-pence a pound on 
indigo, inftead of two-pence; coffee two pounds nineteen fhillings and nine-pence per hunr 
dred weight; Madeira wine feven pounds per ton ; Port and Spanilh wines ten fhillings per 
ton ; wrought filks, &c. and fluffs mixed with fiiks, &e. two fhillings a piece; callicocs two 
fhillings and fix-pence a piece; cambrics three fhillings ; French lawns three fhiliings ; coffee 
and pimento of the growth of the Britifh colonies, coffee feven fhillings per hundred weight, 
pimento two-pence a pound; foreign mclafles and fyrups three-pence a gallon, inftead of fix- 
pence, which was feldom paid. Thefe duties are all to be paid into the Exchequer, and re- 
ferved for defraying the charges of protecting the Britifh colonies in America. 

The aft for preventing frauds and abufes in relation to the fending and receiving letters am 
packets free from the duty of poftage, certainly merits a general recital. To raife this brand, 
of the public revenue, by eorrefting its abufes, and bringing back the privilege of franking 
letters to its original defign, was the objeft of this excellent law. 

It appeared, on the examination of witneffes in the committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
that the poftage of franked letters amounted, one year with another, to 170,000!. And, among 
the various abufes of it, proof was given that franks were publicly fold at feveral of the coffee- 
houfes in London. The preamble is as follows: 

“ Whereas, under colour of the privilege of fending and receiving poft letters by members 
of Parliament, free from the duty of poftage, many great and notorious frauds have been, and 
{till are frequently praftifed, as well in derogation of the honour of Parliament, as to the detri¬ 
ment of the public revenue; divers perfons having prefumed to counterfeit the hand, and 
otherwife fraudulently to make ufe of the names of members of Parliament, upon letters and 
packets to be fent by the poft, in order to avoid the payment of the duty of poftage: and 
whereas the allowance of fending and receiving letters and packets free from fire duty of poft¬ 
age, heretofore granted to, or cuftomarily exercifed by certain perfons, not being members of 
Parliament, in refpeft of their offices, has not been Efficiently confined to fuch letters and 
packets only as relate to the buftnefs of their refpeftive ofSccs; and may, therefore, if conti- 
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put the more cffcftual flop to thefe and the like frauds and abufes, and, at the fame time, to 
afcertain, for the better guidance and direction of his* Majefty’s poftmafter-general, and the 
officers to be employed under him, in the performance of their duty, by what perfons only, 
and what regulations or reftriftions, the privilege or allowance of fending and receiving letters 
and packets free from the duty of poftage, {hall thenceforth be exercifed and enjoyed, &c,” 

The principal claufe of this aft, Which contains a finely of fubordinate refolutions, enafted, 
“ That no letters or packets {hall be exempted from poftage but fuch as {hall be fent from or 
to the King ; and fuch, not exceeding two ounces in weight, as {hall be figned on the outfide 
by a member of either houfe, and the whole of the fuperfeription to be of fuch member’s wri¬ 
ting, or direfted to a member at his ufual refidencc, or place where he ffiall then be, or at the 
lioufc, &c. of parliament. 

“ Printed votes and proceedings in Parliament, and newfpapers fent without covers, or in 
covers open at the ends,*and figned on the outfide by a member, or direfted to a member, ac¬ 
cording to notice given by him to the poftmafter-general.” 

Thefe two claufes were properly inferted, that this aft might not operate to the laying any 
reftraint on fuch a profitable branch of revenue as the public newfpapers, which it would 
otherwife have done. 

“ Any perfon forging the fuperferiptidh of any letter or packet, &c. is adjudged guilty of 
felony ; and the punifhment of fuch offence, tranfportation for feven years.” 

It is fcsyce neceflary to add, that a very confidcrable and immediate addition was made by 
this falutary law to the public revenue. 

A debt contrafted on account of the war ftill remained to be fatisfied. This the miniftry 
propofed to difeharge to the amount of 2,000,oool. but at this moment there were 1,800,cool, 
in Exchequer bills, which were at fuch a dilcount, as to have no fmall effeft on the {late of 
public credit. 

The Bank contraft, however, being at this time in a ftatc of renewal, the Treafury availed 
itfelf very prudently of fuch a favourable conjuncture, and ftipulated that this body flrould 
take a million of thefe bills for two years, at an intereft reduced by one-fourth; and, at the 
lame time, ftiould pay a fine on their renewal, of 100,oool. This was reprefented, at the time, 
and we believe with great truth, as the raoft beneficial contraft ever made with a corporation, 
whofe vaft money trade is carried on upon the credit of government. For the remaining part 
of the Exchequer bills, new ones were {truck. 

Government brought forward to the national fervice 700,000!. the produce of the French 
prizes taken before the declaration of war, and which the King had gracioufly beftowed upon 
the public. The faving of the non-effeftive was alfo at laft brought to account, to the amount 
of 140,000!. 

With thefe refources, aided by the land-tax, which feemed now to be fettled at four {hillings 
in the j^und, with the malt tax, and two millions, being the overplus of the finking fund, 
and feme other particular favings, the before-mentioned debt of two millions was paid off, and 
an adequate provifion made for the fervice of the enfuing year, in all its cftablifhments and 
contingencies, the whole amounting to between feven and eight millions. 

The employment of the overplus of the finking fund was juftified by the public exigency,— 
by former precedents,*—but principally on the credit of its being augmented by near 400,000!. 
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4 in the Jingle article of tea, from thetvife meafures which had been taken to prevent fmuggling, 
and to enforce a ftrift and vigilant colleftion of the revenue. 

dpon the whole, this fcheme of ways and means, though it was veiy violently attacked by 
the party writers of the day, muft be allowed to poflefs no inconfiderable merit. It was no t 
attended by loan, taxes, or lottery; and if any little leaven of mtnifterial artifice is to be found 
in the bufinefs, the fituation of the country, and the temper of the public, maybe offered in 
juftification of it. 

The fupplies granted by Parliamlrft for the fekvice of this year. 

December 5. Granted to his Majefty for the marriage portion of her „ £. s. d. 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs Augufta, — — 80,000 0 o 

For 16,000 feamep, including 4,287 marines, — 832,000 0 0 

For land forces, including 2,739 invalids, amounting to 17,532 effec¬ 
tive men; and for guards, garrifons, &c. — — • 617,704 17 io£ 

For maintaining his Majefty’s forces and garrifons in the Plantations, 
at Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — —* 372,774 6 4! 

For the general and general ftaff officers in Great Britain, — 11,322 7 3 

Upon account for the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces and 
marines, — — — — 30,188 18 0 

Upon account of reduced officers diJbande 4 hr 1763, and to bedif- 
banded in 1764, — — — — 1.25,455 13 0 

For allowances to fcveral officers, &c, of the two troops of liorfe 
guard's and regiment of liorfc reduced, &c. &c. — *2,605 15 o 

To defray the fubfidies due to the Duke of Brunfwick, purfuant to 

treaties, — — — — — 43>9 01 3 7 s 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay, &c. — 398,568 11 9 

For carrying on the building of four houfes for the officers of the hof- 
pital at Plymouth, — — — — 3,ooo 0 0 

On account of Greenwich Hofpifal, — — 10,000 0 o 

For the charge of the office of ordnance, — — 173,080 8 6 

For fcrviccs performed by the faid office, not provided for by Parlia- 
liament in 1763, — — — — 52,359 8 1 

To the building and repairs of his Majefty’s (hips, — 200,000 0 0 

To enable his Majefty to fatisfy certain na.vy and victualling bills, 179,229 6 6 

To the Britifh Mufcum, — — — 2,000 0 o 

To the commiffionevs for paving the ftreets of Weftminftcr, &c. 10,000 o 0 

For dilcbarging the Exchequer bills made out by virtue of an aft 
pafled laft feflion, entitled, “ An Aft for raifing a certain Sum of Money 
“ by Loans or Exchequer Bills for 1763, and for further appropriating,” 

&c. and charged .upon the firft aids or fupplies to be granted in this 
feftion, — — — — 1,800,000 0 o 

To replace to the finking fund the fum iffued thereout, for the half 
year’s payment due September 29th, 1763, on the annuities after the rate 
of 4!. per cent, per ana. granted in tefpeft of certain navy, viftualling,. 
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Brought over, 4,944,19016 oj 
and tranfport bills, &c. delivered in and cancelled, purfuant to an ad 
made in the laft feffion, — — — 69,671 1 a 

To replace to the finking fund the fum paid out of the fame, to make 
good the deficiency on July 5th, 1763, of the feveral ratjrs and duties 
upon offices, penfions and houfcs, and upon windows and lights, which 
were made an ad by the thirty-firft of the reign of his Majefty, for pay¬ 
ing annuities to the Bank of England, in refped of five millions bor¬ 
rowed towards the fupply of 1758, — — 41,223 t 6 

To replace to the finking fund the fum paid out of the fame, to make 
good the deficiency on Odober 10th, 1763, of the'feveral additional 
duties upon wines imported into this kingdom, and certain duties upon 
all cyder and perry, wlych were made a fund by an ad of the late feffion, 
for paying annuities, in refped of 3,500,0001. borrowed towards the 
fupply of 1763, — — — — 36.699 15 4f 

To make good to his Majefty certain fums, which have been advanced 
by his Majefty’s orders, in purfuance of the addrefies of this Houfe, 7 > 35 ° o o 

For the extraordinary expences of hi^Majefty’s land forces, and other 
fervices, &c. not provided for by Parliament, — — 823,876 12 24 

Ditto^ — — — — — 102,469 19 

Ditto, — — — — — 61,088 4 

On account of out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital, — 103,794 2 0 

To make good a deficiency in the fum voted laft feffion, upon account 
of out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital for 1763, — *8,331 17 11 

For paying penfions to certain widows of reduced officers of land 
forces and marines, &c. — — — 1,696 o o 

Upon account, for the civil eftablifhment of Nova Scotia, — 5,703 14 11 

Upon account, for the charges of the civil eftabliffiment of Georgia, &c, 4,031 8 8 

Upon account, for the charges of the civil eftablifhment of Eaft Florida, 5,700 o o 
Ditto, Weft Florida, — — — —- 5,700 o o 

Upon account, for the expence of general furveys of his Majefty’s 
dominions in North America, , — — —- 1,818 9 o 

To be applied towards encouraging and enabling John Blake, Efq. 
further to carry into execution the plan concerted by him, for the better 
fupplying the cities of London and Weftminfter with fifti at moderate rates, 2,500 o o 
Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — 650,000 o 6 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fervice of 1763, 129,489 o 3 

For paying a bounty to certain chaplains of the navy, — 1,231 17 6 

To enable the commilfioners appointed by an aft of the fecond year of 
the prefent reign, to make compenfation to the owners of certain land* in 
Kent, Saffex, and Southampton, &c. &c. — — 545 15 o 

For the cloathing of the militia, «— ' — — 80,000 o o 

7^097,111 15 4J 

2 


Carried over, 


th o 
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Brought over, 7,097,111 15 4^ 
To make good the intereft of the feveral principal fums, to be paid in 
purfuance of the faid aft of the fecond y ear of the prefervt reign, —. 103 13 9*- 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — — — 38.347 10 o 

For maintaining forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 20,000 o o 

To enable bis Majefty to make good to Samuel Touchct, of London, 
merchant, all the expence he has ifiturrcd in fitting out feveral velfcls, 
employed in the late fuccefsfuLexpedition for the reduction of the French 
forts and fettlements in the river Senegal, and to fatisfy to him all claims 
and demands whatfoever, on the commiffioners of his Majefty’s navy, or 
on any officer or officers, employed in the faid expedition, for fuch of the 
faid vcfiels as were loft or # taken into his Majefty’s fervice, — . 7,000 o o 

Upon account, towards difeharging unfatisfied claims for expences in¬ 
curred during the late war in Germany, — -*■ 329,093 17 4 

Thatthefumof 170,9061. 2s. 8d. arifing from certain favings made 
upon the non-effeftive accounts of feveral regiments, Stc. be granted to¬ 
wards difeharging unfatisfied claims, &c. during the late war in Germany, 170,906 2 8 

To the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, purfuant Jo treaty, — 50,000 o o 

Sum total of the fupplies granted this feffion, — 7,712,562 19 if 

Ways and means for railing the above fupply granted to his Majefty, viz. 

DECEMBER 8 . 

The duties on malt, &c. to be continued to June 24, 1765, 750,000!. 

A land tax of 4s. in the pound to be raifed, in the ufual manner, for one year, from 
March 25, 1764, 2,037,8541. 19s. rid. 

F EB RU A RY 6. 

All perfons entitled to fuch of the bills payable in courfe of the navy or viftualling offices, 
or for tranfports, made out on or before December 31, 1762, as have not been converted into 
annuities, after the rate of 4I. per cent, per aim. (after having had the intereft, due thereupon 
to March 25, 1763, inclufive, computed) lhall be entitled to an annuity, transferable at the 
Bank of England, for the principal and intereft due on the faid bills, after the rate of 4I. per 
cent, per ann. commencing from March 25, 1763, in lieu of all other intereft, until redeemed 
by Parliament. 

FE B RUA RY 9. 

That the propofal of the Bank, for advancing the fum of 1,000,000 on Exchequer bills, and 
for paying the fum of no,oool. into the Exchequer, be accepted, i,no,oool. 

FE BRUARY 21. 

That the aft of the ninth of George II. chap. 37. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That the aft of the fourth of George II. chap. 29. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That fo much of an aft of the eighth of George I. chap. 12. as relates to the importation of 
wood, timber and lumber from any of his Majefty’s colonies in America* free from all cuftoms 
whatfoever, is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 


MARCH 
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1764 AT A R C H 10. 

That a duty of 2I. 19s. qd. per hundred weight, averdupois, be laid on all foreign coffee, 
imported from any place, except Great Britain, into the Britilh colonies or plantations in A- 
•nu rica. That a duty of 6d. per lb. be laid on all foreign indigo, imported into the faid colo¬ 
nies. That a duty of 7I. fterling per tun, be laid on all wine of the growth of the Madciras, 
or any other place, imported into the faid colonies. That a duty of 10s. fterling per tun, be 
laid on all Portugal, Spanilh, or any other wine, except French, imported from Great Bri¬ 
tain into the faid colonics. That aAluty of 2s! iterling per lb. be laid on all wrought filks, 
Bcngals, and fluffs mixed with filk or herba, of the manufacture of Perfia, China, or Eaft 
India, imported from Great Britain into the faid colonies. That a duty of 2s. 6d. fterling 
per piece, be laid on all caliicoes, painted, dyed, printed, or ftained, in Perfia, China or 
Eaft India, imported from Great Britain into the faid colonies. That a duty of 3s. fterling 
per piece, be laid on all foreign cambrick and French fawns ynported from Great Britain into 
the faid colonies. That a duty of 7s. fterling per cwt. be laid on all coffee, fhipped in any 
Britifh colony in America, in order to be exported or conveyed to any other place, except to 
Great Britain. That a duty of one halfpenny, fterling, per lb. belaid on all pimento fhipped 
in any Britifh colony in America, in order to be exported to any other place except Great 
Britain. That an aft of the fixth of George II. chap. 13. be continued until September 30, 
1764. That the faid aft be, with the amendments, made perpetual, from September 29, 1764. 
That, after September 29, 1764, in lieu of the duty granted by the faid aft upon melaffes and 
fyrups, a duty of 3d. fterling per gallon, be laid on all melalfes and fyrups of the growth, 
produce, or manufafture of any foreign American colony, imported into the Britifh colonies 
in America. That the produce of all the faid duties, and alfo of the duties which fliall, from 
and after September 29, 1764, be railed, by virtue of the faid aft, be paid into the rcctipt of 
his Majcfty’s Exchequer, and there referved, to be from time to time dilpofed of by Parlia¬ 
ment, towards defraying the neceflary expences of defending, protecting, and fecuring, the 
Britifh colonies in America. That, towards further defraying the faid expences, it may be 
proper to charge certain ilamp duties in the faid colonics. That there be not any drawback 
allowed of any part of the rate or duty of the old fubftdy on any foreign goods, except wines, 
of the growth, produft, or manufafture of Europe, or the Eaft Indies, exported from this 
kingdom to the Britifh colonies in America. That no drawback be allowed of any part of 
any rate or duty upon white caliicoes, or foreign linens, exported from this kingdom to the 
Britifh colonies in America. Thgt the duties impofed in the Britilh colonies in America, by 
an aft of the twenty-fifth of Charles II. entitled, “ An Aft for the encouragement of the 
Greenland and Eaftland Trades, and for the better fecuring the Plantation Trade,” be de¬ 
clared to be fterling money. That the importation of rum and fpirits, of the produce or ma¬ 
nufafture of any foreign American colony, into the Britilh colonics in America, tie prohibited. 
That the annuities, granted in 1761, for a certain term of 99 years, from January 5, 1761, 
transferable at the Bank of England, be, from January 5, 1764, with the confent of the 
fcveral proprietors, added to, and made a joint flock with, the annuities which were granted 
in 1762, for a certain term of 98 years, from January 5, 1762, transferable at the Bank of 
England; and that the charges and expences thereof be paid out. of the finking fund, in 
the fame manner as tliofe of the faid annuities granted in 1762, are paid and payable; and 
fuch perfons as (hall not, on or before June 1, 1764, fignify their diflent, in books to be 
opened at the Bank of England -for that purpofe, lhall be deemed and taken to aflent thereto. 

That 
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1764 That the 3 per cent, annuities, granted in 1761, in refpeft of the fum of 1 a,000,000borrow¬ 
ed towards the fupply of the year 1761, together with the charges and expences attending the 
fame, be, with the like confent of the fcveral proprietors thereof, charged upon, and made 
payable out of the finking fund. That all the monies that have arifen fince January 5, 1764, 
or may hereafter arife, of the produce of the additional duty on ftrong beer and ale, which was 
made a fund for payment* of the 3 per cent, annuities, granted in refpeft of the fum of 
12,000,000 borrowed by virtue of an t aft of the firft of George III. towards the fupply of the 
year 1761, and aifo of the annuities for a certaih term of 99 years, granted in refpeft of the 
fome fum, be made part of the finking fund. That, towards railing the fupply granted to his 
Majcfty, there be iftucd and applied the fum of two millions, out of fuch monies as fhall arife 
• of the furplufics, excefies, or overplus monies, and other revenues, compofing the finking 
fund, 2,ooo,oool. 

. ' M A R C II 13. 

That an additional duty of il. 2s. fterling, per cwt. averdppois, be laid on all white or 
clayed fugars, of the produce or manufafture of any foreign American colony, imported into 
any Britilh colony in America. That the produce of the faid additional duty be paid into the 
receipt of his Majefty’s Exchequer, and there referved, to be, from time to time, difpofed of 
by Parliament, towards defraying the neceliary expences of defending, proteftmg, and fee ur- 
ing the Britilh colonics in America. That upotr all wines, except French, exported as mer¬ 
chandize, from this kingdom to the Britilh colonics in America, a drawback be allowed of 
all the duties paid on the importation of luch wines, except 3I. 10s. per tun, part of the addi< 
tional duty of 4I. per tun, granted by an aft made in the laft felfion of Parliament; and alfo 
except fuch part of the duties paid upon wines, imported by llrangers or aliens, or in foreign 
fliips, as exceeds what would have been payable upon fuch wines, if the fame had been im 
ported by Britilh fubjefts, and in Britilh ihips. That no allowance be made for leakage, 
i upon the importation of any wines into this kingdom, unlefs fuch wines be imported tiireftly 
from the place of their growth, or from the ufual place of their firft fhipping, except only 
Madeira wines, imported from any of the Britilh colonics.in America, or from the Eaft 
,. Indies. That any perfon, or perfons, he permitted to import, in Ihips belonging to bis Ma, 
jefty’s fubjefts, whale fins, taken from whales caught, by any of his Majefty’s fubjefts, in the 
gulph or river of St. Lawrence, or in any leas on the coafts of any of his Majefty’s colonies 
in America, without paying any cuftom, fubfidy, or duty for the fame, except the rate or 
duty of the old fubfidy, for the term of feven years, ffom December 25, 1763. 

. MA R C H 

That the duties now payable on beaver fkins imported into Great Britain, from his Majef¬ 
ty’s dominions in America, do ccafe ; and that there be granted to his Majefty in lieu thcieof, 
a duty of 7d. on each beaver Ikin exported from Great Britain. That there be granted to his 
Majefty a duty of is. 6d. per lb. for all beaver wool exported from Great Britain. That the 
faid duties be made applicable to the fame purpofes, to which the former duties upon beaver 
fkins were applied. That no drawback be allowed upon beaver fkins exported from Great 
Britain. 

MARCH 22. 

That there be raifed by loans or Exchequer bills, to be charged upon the firft aids to be 
granted in the next feffion, and fuch Exchequer bills, if not difeharged, with intereft thereupon, 
on or before April 5, 1765, to be exchanged and received in payment in the ufual manner, 
Vol. IV. H tue 
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1764. the fum of 8oo,oo©I. That the fum of 3,497!. 9s. 9<J. remaining in the receipt of the Exche¬ 
quer, being the furplus of thefeveral duties upon beer and ale, granted by an a£t of the firft of 
his Majefty’s reign, be iflued and applied towards making good the fupply granted in this fcf- 
fion. That fuch. part of the fum of 150,0001. granted in the toft fefiion for defraying the 
charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia, for one year, beginning March 35, 1763, as 
fhall remain in the receipt of the Exchequer, after the faid, charge is fatisfied, be ifliied and 
applied towards railing the fupply granted in this fefiion. That the aft of the fifth of George 
the Second, chap, 28, is near expiring,* and fit to be continued. That the a& of the fixth of 
George II. chap. 33. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. That the aa of the twenty- 
iecond of George II. chap. 45. is near expiring, and fit to be continued, 

RECAPITULATION. 

By the two refolutions of December 8. — 2,787,854 19 rr 

By the refolution of February 9. — — < i,j 10,000 o o 

By the twenty-fccontj refolution of March to. — 2,000,000 o o 

By the firft and fecond refolutions of March 2. — 803,497 9 9 

To which if we add, firft, the liquidated provifions made by the com¬ 
mittee of fupply, as follows : 

By the fixth and feventli refolutions of March 1. — 163,558 3 3^ 

By the fecond refolution of April 7. * — —- 170,906 2 8 

Secondly, The net produce of the French prizes taken before the de¬ 
claration of war, and veiled in the crown, but gracioully given up by 
his Majefty for the fervicc of the public, — —- 723,758 o o 


163,558 

170,906 


Sum total of the liquidated provifions will be — 

Excefs of provifions, __ _ _ 

A general account of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, 
ary 5, 1764, with the annual intereft, he. Principal Debt. 


* Exchequer, — — : 

Eaft India Company, — > 

Bank of England, — 9< 

By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 
on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.—Ditto on the 
3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 1761; as alfo on 
the annuities of 1 per cent, for 98 years to the fub- 
feribers to the loan of 12,000,000!. granted for the 
fervice of the year 176a, together with the charges of 
management to the Bank of England, 


Principal Debt. 
£. s. d 
2,021,981 12 9 
4,200,000 o 0 
96,239,498 3 3 


723,758 o o 

7«759>574 *5 7A- 

47,011 17 oil 

Handing out Janu- 
Annual Interejl, he 
£,• tb. 

153,164 4 8 
127,687 10 o 
3.238,789 5 5* 


South Sea Company, 


2 7> I2 5>3°9 >3 "v 


339*979 9 9 

829,507 14 1 1 


Total, 


129,586,789 10 ©£ 4,689,128 


• The land taxes and dutiet on malt, being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 1,000,000!. charged 
» the dedn&on of *d. per pound on peafioas, nor the fum of *, 8 oo,oool. charged on the furplus, in the year 1764. 

IMPORTS 
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1764 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 
Countries . 

Africa, — —- 

Canaries, — 

Denmark ami Norway, — 

Eaft Country, — 

Eall India, — * 

Flanders, —— 

France, —- —— 

Germany, — . 

Greenland, -. 

Holland, — 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, — -~ 

Madeiras — *— 

Portugal, — 

Ruilia, — * — 

Spain, — - 

Streights, 

•Sweden, — — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, 


from Christmas 1763, to 
Imports, 

£■ 


Britifh and Irifli linens per bounty, 

Alderney, - - — 

Bclle-Ille, - 

Guernfey, - 

let fey, - —— — 

Antigua, - . - 

Barbadoes, — — — 

Bermudas, - — — 

Canada, — ■ 

Carolina, —— — 

Dominica, — - 

Florida, ■ 

Georgia, — - 

G ranades, — 

Guadaloupe, - —— 

Havannah, 

Hudfon’s Bay, -■ 

Jamaica, ■■ * 

Martinico, — — 

Montferrat, • ■■ •• 

New England, — 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, - . . 

N ova Scotia, — 

Per.nfylvania, — 

St. Croix, — — 

St. John’s liland, — 

St. Kitt’s, ■■■ . — 

St. Euftatia, - 

St. Vincent, . . 

Tortola, — — 

Tobago, . - - 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Spanilh Weft Indies, . 

Foreign coin and bullion. 

Prize goods, • —— —— 


Totals, 


35.738 

9 

2 

3.158 

10 

7 

85,027 

9 

6 

224,499 

8 

1 

,182,844 

18 

6 

145,772 

2 

3 

95.43" 

'9 

11 

606,410 

1 

2 

7.936 

»7 

— 

371,730 

2 

2 

777.4 12 

*9 

8 

810,902 

9 

5 

S.79 2 

9 

3 

3 12 >974 

8 

5 

920,293 

12 

3 

503,489 

6 

4 

32,271 

4 

11 

253,280 

1 

11 

191,565 

16 

— 

S4-99 2 

10 

5 

1 73 

10 

t 

• 

4 

6 

2 7. 0 75 

! 5 

11 

18,282 

0 

5 

3°7,39 2 

6 

8 

300,213 

17 

3 

165 

11 

1 

44,669 

9 

5 

34 I >7 2 7 

12 

7 

31,894 

6 

2 

294 

3 

4 

3 T >3 2 S 

9 

4 

206,889 

1 3 

6 

33,55 1 

17 

— 

5,735 

8 

— 

9,272 

9 

2 

,076,155 

1 

9 

3,169 

6 

8 

82,966 

IS 

—- 

60,952 

11 

2 

88,157 

1 

9 

30.354 

*2 

4 

4.436 

6 

7 

53,697 

10 

4 

3 2 

h; 

3 

36,258 18 

1 

8,681 

12 

6 

80 

17 

2 

283,842 

4 

1 

917 

—— 

10 

4 r ,549 

1 

i r 

559,408 

16 

z 

9,398 

11 

3 

44,361 

5 

2 

',364,307 

12 

3 


H a 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


Christmas 1764. 

Exports, 

£• 4641878 14 z 
31,867 10 z 

f 4>,534 5 S 
ago,331 6 9 

1,163,600 is 4 
546,777 16 10 
208,763 14 8 
2 i379i3*S 3 9 

2,040,467 9 9 

1,634,382 t 8 
754.446 4 * 

40,132 12 6 
1,244,198 6 7 
67,952 8 6 

1.318,343 4 n 

IJO >574 9 7 

2 ®i.3S I 4 7 

70,008 16 11 
9,952 11 10 
24,863 9 x 

1,104 3 2 

34,064 19 4 

I 9>3S3 1 1 

63,136. 10 10 
181,710 11 3 

IO >534 3 7 
251,385 12 6 

305,808 1 6 

16,415 12 6 

15,004 15 7 

18,338 2 11 

63.935 3 9 


3,892 11 
456,528 1 11 

7.53* 8 9 
7.934 J 6 S 
459,765 — 11 
72,588 6 3 

2,808 6 9 

.515,416 12 1 

15,434 17 — 

435.191 14 
6,625 16 10 

98,321 8 2 

971 15 2 

2,485 1 — 

349 8 5 

515.192 10 6 

310,024 19 6 
35,782 19 a 

16,512,403 16 3 

6,148,096 4 o 


On 
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1764 On the 28th day of Auguft died, Sir John Barnard, Knight, Alderman and Father of the 
city of London, which he had reprefcnted in fi$ fucceilive Parliaments. His afiiduity as a 
magiftrate, his abilities as a fcnator, and his integrity as a man, rendered him one of the nioft 
rcfpeftable and popular cliaraftcrs of the times in which he lived. As a teftimony of public 
gratitude for the great fervices he rendered to the trade of his country, the merchants of Lon¬ 
don caufed his ftatue to be erefted, during his life, on the Royal Exchange; a folid honour 
which envy never attempted to mutilate, and paj\y fpirit never wifhed to remove. Tliefe 
pages, devoted to record the annals of fjritilh commerce, would furely have been very deficient,, 
if they had neglefted to mention the name and honours of this great commercial cha¬ 
racter. 

Extraft from the general bill of all the chrilicnings and burials within the city of London, 
from December 13, 1763, to December u; 1764. 


Chriftened, Males, 

8.593 

Buried, ‘Males, 

11,503 

Females, • 

8,208 

Females, 

11,699 


16,80i 


23,202 


Amfterdam, died, 8,585; born, 5,896. 

Brunfwick, died, 970; born, 1,219 * marriages, 361. 

Denmark, died, 27,167 ; born, 25,756. 

Norwty, died, 19,386; bom 21,236. 

The dutchies of Slefwick and Holftein, lordfhips of Pinnenberg, and the city of Altena* 
died, 11,865; born 13,159. 

Drefdcn, died, 1,460; born, 1,842; marriages, 445. 

Drontheim, died, 4,128; bom, 5,045. 

Dublin, died, 2,307; born, 1,999. 

Francfort on the Maine, died, 983; baptized, 922; marriages, 218'. 

Haerlem, died, 910; born, 88c.. 

Hague, died, 1,113. 

Hannau, died, 43O; born, 457; marriages, 145. 

Leipfick, died in the city, 479; in the fuburbs, 520 ; born, 974; marriages, 377. 

Ratifbon, of the Proteftant congregation died, 260; born, 227; marriages, 67. 

Rotterdam, died, 1,735; marriages, 155. 

Paris, died, 17,199; born, 19,404; marriages, 4,838; foundling children, $,560. 

Chefter, from January 1, 1764, to January 1, 1765, died, 452, chriftened, 383; mar¬ 
riages, 149^ 

Manchefter and Salford, died, 754; born, 886; marriages, 447. 

We fhall conclude this year with obferving, that the Houfe of Commons pafled a vote, that 
it was juft and requifite to eftablilh ftamp duties in America, fimilar to thofe already fettled in 
Great Britain, towards defraying the expences ncceflary for the protection of the colonies. 
This was the firft, though unfufpefted ftep to that feene of domeftic difeontent, which ended 
in a war the nioft important that ever employed the arms of Great Britain. 

1765 The aft for impofing a tax on ftamps in America, which was the parliamentary offspring of 
this year, will be, of courfe, a principal objeft of our attention in relating the events of it; and 

though 
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xj 65 though it is a fubjeft which has been fo minutely confidered by the national mind, yet as its 
conl'cqucnces will form fitch a very confidcrable feature in this work, we lliould be naturally 
confidered as very deficient, if we were entirely to pafs over, in this place, the circumftances 
which led to, and accompanied the enaftion of it. 

No war was ever terminated with greater glory than that which Great Britain carried on 
againft the combined poweas of France and Spam, and was concluded by the treaty of Paris, 
in 1763. The power and energy qj’»the Britilh, nation had been condu&ed by the greateft 
minider, perhaps, that ever guided the councils of any empire; and partaking, as it were, of 
lhs aftive, unconquerable fpirit, commanded that fucceflion of victories, both by fea and land, 
in every part of the globe, which made Europe tremble with aftoniihment, and difiipated the 
boaflcd ftrength of the houfe of Bourbon. 

At length the peace of 1763 put a final period to this memorable war ^ and Great Britain 
became poftefied of the itfimeni'e continent of North America, from the banks of the Mifiifippi 
to the fhores of Greenland. She acquired feveral valuable iflapds in the Weft Indies, and 
eftabliftied herfelf in the oriental world with fuch augmented poflefiion and added ftrength, as 
to pofTcfs a decided fuperiority over all other-European nations who carry' on any commerce, 
and pofTcfs any fettlements in thofc diftant countries. 

But while the eye of patriotifm gazed with peculiar delight on this fplendid feene of Britilh 
glory, the pervading fpirit of political prophecy was not backward in imparting its apprehen- 
fions of that mifehief which has fince arifen from it. 

The entire ceffion of the French pofleffions in North America, was a fubjef}: of trembling 
expeftation in the minds of many who were, by no means, in the habit of employing their 
reafon in idle (peculations. While this vaft extent of country remained in the polTcffion of 
France, it certainly operated as a powerful reftraint upon the colonies, and by keeping them in 
perpetual alarms, obliged them to have continual recourfe to the parent ftate for aid and pro- 
teftion. The acquifition therefore of Canada, Sec. by freeing the Britifh North American 
colonics from all apprehenfions on that dangerous quarter, afforded them a fecuritv which they 
had never known ; and, of courfc, gave leifure for the progrefs of tliofe ideas, which other- 
wile might indeed have occafionally rifen into exiitence, but would never have attained to any 
degree of maturity. 

While France pofleffed this ceded territory, fhe inuft, in the ir.oft confidential mo¬ 
ments of peace, have been confidered, from her American pofition, exclufive of all other 
circumftances, as a natural enemy to Britifh Ajncrica; and while that idea remain d, 
the conne&ion between Great Britain and her Colonies mull have fubfifted. The one 
would have wanted prote&ion, and the other would have required obedience; and thefe 
reciprocal obligations would have preferved their union unbroken in every circumftancc 
of it. 

Thus the conclufion of the war between Great Britain and France, placed the North Ame¬ 
rican colonies in a fituation of advantage which they had never before known, and gave them 
an unexperienced opportunity to exert all that natural vigour which they have fince manifefted. 
That they fhould now- begin to feel their confcqucncc, was a matter of natural expe&ation j 
and that the wilh to realize )t, in lorne degree, by enlarging their privileges, or preffing a little 
on what might be confidered as the exuberance of parental authority, fhould be encouraged: 
among them, was the refuit of their profperous and powerful condition. 
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1765 The advantages which the Americans pofTefled were numerous ; nor did they want a fpirit 
to add to the number of them. Their interior trade, as well as external commerce, was greatly 
incrcafed ; their population augmented, their agriculture extended, and their knowlege en¬ 
larged. While they poflefied frugality and induftry, thofe two leading principles of private 
and public profperity, they could boaft an ardent, but well-direfled fpirit of commercial enter- 
prize ; and though they declared a moil faithful attachment to Great Britain, and had mani- 
fefted, on all occafions, a dutiful obediepce to its eminent, yet the republican fpirit which 
had led their anceftors to the American defarts, was preferved amongft them with a traditional 
devotion, particularly in the New England provinces, and remained a latent principle of 
adtion, ready to break forth whenever any events fhould take place which might encourage its 
exertion. Nor is it a matter of dubious relation, that to attain a ftate of political indepen¬ 
dence, was a favourite, as it had been a confiant hope, with many perfons of charadlcr and 
influence, from the earlieft times of their colonization, till it was univerfally adopted in that 
conteft which obtained it for them. 

But this was not all-The French, long before the commencement of the war in 1756, 
gave very unequivocal proofs of their defire to effect a reparation between England and its 
North American colonies ; and when that war had finally deprived them of all expectation of 
gaining any point by the power of their arms, they began to praftife thofe intrigues, and em¬ 
ploy thofe artifices, which have fo oftcn'ferved that treacherous nation with better effeft than 
more honourable exertions. They employed their fccret, but adtive emiffarics, to dilleminate 
fuch opinions as were belt calculated to raife the political importance of America in the opi¬ 
nion of its inhabitants, and to difpofc them to look with a jealous eye on the regulating power 
of the mother country. Such arts were pradlifed with perfeverance and with fuccels. 

The nations of Europe were alfo growing into what might be confidered, by the impartial 
politician, as a reafonable jealoufy of the amazing power of Great Britain, and would have 
rejoiced to fee a limb broken off from that coloflal greatnefs of our country which feemed to 
beftride the globe. 

At this time, therefore, and when all thefe circumftances were evident to the moft common 
obfervation, it was furely the true policy of Great Britain to have employed the moft term e- 
rate mcafurcs in her government of the American colonies ; and it was at this moment that 
file began to exercife her power, though not indeed without confideration ; for the minifter of 
that period was not in the habit of committing rafh adtions. 

Mr. Grenville poflefied an uncoipmon fpirit of induftry, great financial knowledge, and un- 
impeachcd integrity : but with thefe, and other eminent qualities, there was a contradlion of 
mind in his chara&er, that was much better fuited to the detail of an inferior department than 
the condudt of a great empire. He felt the weight of debt, amounting at this time to one 
hundred and forty-eight millions, which opprefied his country, and he looked to the meliora¬ 
tion of the revenues as the only mode of relieving it. He was right in principle, but wrong 
in praftice.—He had ftudied the public revenues with a profeflional afiiduity, and profeffional 
ideas feemed to mingle in all his regulations concerning them. The methods which were 
now adopted to prevent fmuggling, might not have been attended with any unpleafant con- 
fequences, if they had been confined to the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland; but by ex¬ 
tending them to the fhores of America, they interrupted a commerce, which though not ftridtly 
legal, was extremely advantageous to the colonies. They were therefore in a ftate of no com¬ 
mon difeontent on account of the adts of the Britilh Parliament which added to their reftraints, 
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1765 when the /lamp aft appeared to heighten their refentment, and raife a kind of private difpJea- 
fure into public remonftrance and general oppofition. 

A number of armed cutters were llationed around the coafts of Great Britain, and the moft 
rigid orders were iflucd to the commanders of them to aft in the capacity of revenue officers. 
They were enjoined to take the ufual cutlom-houfc oaths, and to obfcrve the regulations pre- 
fcribcd by them. Thus was the dittinguilhcd charafter of a Britilh naval officer degraded by 
the employments of a tide-waiter, jijd that aftive, zealous courage which had been accuftomed 
to the conqueft of an enemy, was now to be exerted in oppoling a contraband trade, and to 
find a reward in the feizure of prohibited commodities. 

The clamour againft thefe meafures was loud'in England; but in America the difeontent 
on the occafion was little lhort of outrage. As naval gentlemen, the commanders of thefe 
veliels were not converfant in the duties of revenue collection, they were ^therefore oftentimes 
guilty of oppreffion: remedies were indeed at hand in England ; but as the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty or the Treafury could alone reftify any errors, check atjy violence, punilh any injuf- 
ticc, or reftorc any violated property, it was always extremely difficult, and in many cafes al- 
moft impracticable, for the Americans to obtain redrefs. 

But bad as this evil was, there arofe one, from the fame fource, which was Hill worfe.—A 
trade had been carried on for more than a century between the Britilh and Spanilh colonies in 
the new world, to the great advantage of both, but efpecially the former, as well as of the mo¬ 
ther country ; the chief materials of it being on the fide of the Britilh. colonies, Britilh manu¬ 
factures, or fuch of their own produce as enabled them to purchafe Britilh mamufaftures for 
their own confumption ; and, on the part of the Spaniards,gold and filver in bullion and coin, 
cochineal, and medicinal drugs, befide live flock and mules ; which, in the Weft India plan¬ 
tations, to which places alone thefe laft articles were carried, from their great utility, juftly 
deierved to be confidered of eq ual importance with the moft precious metals. 

'This trade did not clalh with the fpirit of any aft of Parliament made for the regulation of 
the Britilh plantation trade ; or, at leaft with that fpirit of trade which univerfally prevails in 
our commercial afts; but it was found to vary fufficiently from the letter of the former, to 
give the new revenue officers a plea for doing that from principles of duty, which there were 
no fmall temptations to do from the more powerful motives of intcrcft. Accordingly, they 
feized, indifcriminatcly, all the lhips upon that trade, both of fubjefts and foreigners , which 
the cuftom-houfe officers llationed on fhore, cither through fear of the inhabitants, a more juft 
way of thinking, or an happy ignorance, had always t permitted to pafs unnoticed. 

As the advantage of this commerce was very much in favour of Great Britain, the Spanilh 
monarchy had always oppofed it: guarda-coftas were commilfioned to fcour the coafts of her 
American dominions, and to feize every veflel which approached too near them; a duty which 
they had exercifed with fuch general licence, as to provoke the war which broke out in 1739. 
The Britilh cruizers feemed to aft at this time with the fame fpirit in deftroying this com¬ 
merce, fo that in a lhort fpace of time it was almoft wholly annihilated. 

This circumllance was to the northern colonies a deprivation of the moft ferrous nature.—- 
This traffic had long proved the mine from whence they drew thole fupplics of gold and filver 
that enabled them to make copious remittances to England, and to provide a fufficiency of 
current fpecie at home. A fudden ftop being thus put to fuch a fource of advantage, the Ame¬ 
ricans exprelled the injury they fuftained in the harlheft terms that a fenfe of injury could in- 
fpire. But in fpite of all complaints, the miniftry continued to proceed in their unfortunate 

career, 



64 *N HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

a . y>. 

1765 career, and meafurcs equally offenfivc to the inhabitants of the North American colonics con¬ 
tinued to be fucceffivciy adopted. 

Betides this trade carried on between the Britifh colonies in general, cfpecially thofe in the 
Weft Indies, and the Spanilh, there had for a long time fubftfted one equally extenfive be¬ 
tween the Britilh North American colonies in particular, and thofe of the French Weft In¬ 
dies, to the great advantageof both, asitconfifted chiefly iy fuch goods as niuft otherwife 
have remained upon the hands of the polTeflbrs ; fo ( that it united, in the ftri&eft fenfc, all 
thofe benefits which liberal minds incldde in the idea of a well regulated commerce, as tend¬ 
ing, in the higheft degree, to the mutual welfare of thofe who were concerned in it. 

In thefe benefits the refpettive mother countries had, without doubt, a very large Ihare, 
though it may be impoffiblc to determine which, upon the whole, had the moft. Wc had enough 
to engage thofe in power to think it worth connivance,‘for it certainly was rrot ftriftly to law, 
in conlideration of the vaft quantity of manufactures it enabled*our American colonies to take 
from us; and this alfo, # in fpite of all the clamours which thofe concerned in our Weft India 
trade and poffeflions could raife againft it, as enabling the French to underfell them in Weft 
India produce at the foreign markets. This outcry might indeed be found to arife, in a great 
meafure, from another confideration, which it was not fo proper for thefe gentlemen to avow, 
that of their not getting fo good a price as otherwife they might expeCt, for fuch part of their 
produce as they fold in the markets of their mother country ; and which, confidering the vaft 
demand for it, even bf the poor, to whom, from long habit, it is become one of the chief ne- 
ceffaries of life, it would have favoured of oppreflion if it had been permitted to advance in 
price. But, be that as it may, this trade was fullered to be carried on in the late war between 
Great Britain and France; dire&ly, by means of flags of truce; and indireCtly, through the Dutch 
and Daniili illands; and afterwards through the Spanilh port of Monte Chrifti, in the if and 
ot Hifpaniola ; till, at laft, the vaft advantages the French received from it above what the 
Englith could expea, in confcquence of our having, in a manner, laid fiege to all their Weft 
India illands, determined government to put a ftop to it. 

In doing this, however, they did not think proper to confider it fo much in the light of a 
contraband trade, as in that of a treafonable pradtice, by fupplying the enemy with ncceiraries, 
without which it would have been impoffible for thefe valuable illands to hold out fo long 
againft our attempts to reduce them. Accordingly, as loon as the conclufion of the war had 
taken the appellation of treafon from this trade, it returned again to its priiline, flourilhing 
condition ; and thus it remained, all it funk beneath the fame blow with the trade between 
us and the Spaniards, whofe hiftory we have already related. 

This trade not only prevented our North American colonies from being drained of their 
current calh, by the calls of the mother country upon them, but added greatly to it, fo as to 
make it, in fome meafure, keep pace with their domeftic trade, which could not but greatly 
increafe in proportion to the remarkable increafc of mankind in a part of the world, where tlie 
cheapnefs of land determines fo great a part of the inhabitants to the exercife of the rural arts, 
which are known to be fo favourable to population. 

Though the fuppreffion of that trade which we have juft been relating, inftead of barely in¬ 
terrupting thefe fupplies of the neceffaiies and conveniencies of life, which the North Ameri¬ 
can colonies were before accuftoined to receive in return for their fuperfluities and incum¬ 
brances, tended vifibly, by obftruCting their internal commerce, to deprive them, in a great 
degree, even of thofe bleifings, the fources of which lay within themfelves ; yet a law was 
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1765 made in the beginning of the laft year, which, wliilft it rendered legal, in fome refpcfts, their 
intercourfe with the other European colonies in the new world, loaded the beft part of it with 
duties fo far above its ftrength to bear, as to render it contraband to all intents and purpofes. 
Bcfides, it ordered the money arifing from thelc duties to be paid, and in fpccie, into the 
Britiih Exchequer, to the entire draining of the little ready money which might be hill re¬ 
maining in the colonies ; a»d within a fortnight after, another law was palled to hinder the 
colonies from fupplying the demand of money fpr their internal wants, by preventing fuch 
paper bills of credit as might be afterwards in them, from being made legal tender in payment; 
and the legal tender of fuch bills as were attually fubfifting, from being prolonged beyond the 
periods already limited for calling in and finking the fame. 

Thefe new regulations following each'other fo rapidly, produced an equal degree of furprize 
and difeontent among the people of North America. Warm and fpiritcd.remonftranccs were 
lent to England on the oCtafion. Among other arguments they alleged, that fuch reftraints 
upon their trade were abfolutely ruinous, as they tended to put a« end to the clearing of their 
lands, and damped the profecution of their filhcrics. They alfo afierted, that uniefs thofc 
foreign ports where they depofited the furplus of their corn, and of the provifions of all kinds 
with which their country abounded, were freely opened to them, they knew not whither to 
carry them. The Britiih ifiands in the Weft Indies were not equal to their confumption, and 
Great Britain did not want them: it was abfolvftely neceffary, therefore, that fome places for 
the dilpofal of them Ihould be permitted, where they might fetch a rcafonable price. 

But fuch rcmonftrances, though founded in national policy, were not regarded, and the 
Americans became determined to unite in a general oppofition to the views of the Britiih mi- 
niftry. Fublic meetings were held, and refolutions were entered into, to make no further im¬ 
portations from Great Britain but fuch as unavoidable neceffity required; and to encourage, 
to the utmoft of their power, every kind of manufacture that was practicable among them- 
felvcs. Thcfc refolutions were fteadily obferved in America, and their effedts were ferioufiy 
felt in England : the mar.ufadturcrs began to exprefs their alarms; and minifters found that 
trans-Atlantic difeontents were re-echoed in their own ftrccts. 


It is indeed proper to -obferve, that all the money arifing from the above duties, was to be 
referved for defraying the charges of prote&ing the colonics cn which if was levied; and that, 
at the fame time, with the law for reftraining the incrcafc of paper money, fevera! new laws 
.were made to cncreafc and encourage, as well as regulate, the commercial intercourfe of our 
North American colonics with the mother country: fuch as a bill for granting leave, for a 
limited time, for carrying rice from the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia to other 
parts of America, on paying Britiih duties; a bill for granting a bounty on the importation of 
hemp, as well as rough and undrefled flax, from the American colonies to Great Britain; and 
a bill to encourage the whale-filhery on their coafts. But, unfortunately, the eiFcdls of all 
thefe laws to reftrain the foreign, and cramp the domcftic trade of the colonies, were certain 
and inftantaneous; whereas the efFefts of the laws made for their benefit, which might com- 
penfate, in fome degree, for thefe evils, was, if not uncertain, at leaft remote. . 

The minifter, from whofe lioncft, but miftaken intentions to ferve his country, proceeded 
all the regulations and laws relating to the Britiih colonies which we have already mentioned, 
thought it right that a meafure of fo much importance and novelty as the palling a law to levy 
a tax in North America, lhould not be brought forward without giving the colonies who were 


to pay the tax, and the members of both Houfcs, who were to join in palling the a£l, fuflicicnt 
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1765 opportunity to make it an object of deliberate confideration. He bad alfo another reafon for 
poflponing all further proceedings upon the rrfolntion of laft feflion, for impofing a {lamp 
duty in America, which was to give the colonies time to offer a compcnfaticn for the revenue 
fuel) a tax might produce. But this conduit in the minifter, which was repiefented by many 
as a rare example of political moderation and candour, did not receive fuch a favourable inter¬ 
pretation from the colonies who were the objects of it. They feemed to confidfcr it as an 
affront rather than a compliment; and inftead of offering a compcnfation for the propofed 
duty, fome of them tranl'mitted petitions to be prefented to the King; Lords, and Commons, 
positively and dircftly quefttoning the authority and jurifdiftion of Parliament over their pro¬ 
perties. 

The vote, indeed, concerning the propriety of laying a {lamp duty on the colonics, puffed 
the lower Houfb of Parliament, in the preceding feflion, without interruption ; but the final 
completion of the object of that vote, in paffing it into a law, Was attended with very ferious 
and able debates, both as to the right of the Britifli legiflature to tax the colonies without their 
concurrence ; and, fuppofing that right to exill, the expediency of exercifing it for the purpofe 
in agitation. The bill, however, made its way through both Houles, under the fanftion of 
great majorities ; and, at laft, his Majcfty being indifpofed, received the royal aflent by com- 
miflion on the 22d of March. 

Befides the claufe in this bill which enabled, that the money arifing from the duties irnpo- 
fed by it fhould be referved for defraying the charge of protecting the colonies, there palled 
another bill to encourage the importation of all kinds of timber from them ; which, confidcr- 
ing how plentiful that article is in moft parts of North America, might, in fome places, com- 
penfate for the operations of the {lamp duty ; at leaft much more fo than the douceurs allowed 
in the preceding feflion could counteraft the effects of the import and export duties laid on at 
the fame time. But the colonies were too much loured to be brought, at prefent, to any 
moderate degree of temper, but by an immediate removal of the principal grievance. For no 
j'ooncr did the news of the {lamp aft having received the royal aflent arrive in America, than 
the anxiety of fearful expeftation turned to fury, and broke out into aftion in every part of 
that continent. Bofton, the capital of New England, where this afflifting intelligence, very 
unfortunately, firft arrived, exprefled its refentment in a manner pcrfeftly conformable to its 
republican charaftcr, and offered an example of outrageous oppofition to the reft of the colo¬ 
nies : the colours of the {hipping in the harbour were difplayed half-maft high, in token of the 
deepeft mourning,—the bells rang muffled,—the aft itfclf was printed with the decoration of 
a death’s-head, and cried publicly about the ftreets, by the title of “ The Folly of England, 

“ and the Ruin of America.” 

Thefe firft effufions of rage and refentment were followed by a feries of the moft lev ere at¬ 
tacks from the public papers. The aft itfelf was treated with tire moft ignominious contempt; 
it was publicly committed to the flames, in feveral places, by the enraged populace, together 
with the effigies of fuch as were imagined to have been the principal promoters of it. 

While the lower claffes perpetrated every kind of outrage, the higher order of people did not 
interfere to obllruft them. They faw, perhaps, with fecrct fatisfaftion, how well they could 
be fupported in the determination they had formed to reiift the defigns of Great Britain. Even 
the aflemblies themfelves connived, in faft, at thefe tumultuous proceedings, by declining to 
affift their governors, and other officers inverted with lawful authority, either with their advice 
or countenance. They left them to aft fmgly, as they might think proper, without giving them- 
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1765 fclves any concern about the riots, the perfons who excited them, or thole who fuffered in 
confcquencc of them. 

When the account of this date of American difeontent was received in England, feveral 
ntafters of fhips refuted to take any {lamps on board for the colonies, and it foon appeared that 
their precaution was well-founded ; for fuch as ventured to take them, had great reafon to re¬ 
pent it, on arriving at the if deftined ports ; where, to fave their refills from fire, and them- 
felvcs from the gallows, moft of the pi were obliged to furrender their execrated cargoes into 
the hands of the enraged multitude, to be treated in the fame ignominious manner in which 
the aft itfelf had been treated while the reft were glad to take Ihclter under the guns of fuch 
of the King’s {hips as happened to be at hand to protect them. 

Thofc gentlemen who came from England with commiffions to aft as diftributors, fared 
ftill worfc : in Ihort, the tcmper’of all ranks of people againll this aft was as violent as it was 
univcrfal. The aflemblies themfelves, from being lilent fpeftators of tliefe popular commo¬ 
tions, became at length the principal aftors in the important feenes that followed. 

Encouraged by what they faw, and what they daily heard from all parts of the continent, 
they foon avowed their fentiments in the face of the world, and openly declared that the au¬ 
thority aflumed over North America was illegal, and that Great Britain had no right to iin- 
pofc taxes upon them without their free confent. 

In thefe refolutions the concurrence of the eolonies was univerfal: though they differed in 
a variety of effential points, both civil and religious, there was no diflenting voice among 
them in their oppofition to the defigns of the Britilh miniftry. 

On the 29th of May, Virginia took the lead, and began the work of an unreferved denial 
to the requisitions of the mother country. 

On the 8th of June, Maftachufctt’s Bay voted 450I. to pay the expences of their three dele¬ 
gates to Congrefs. 

On the 26th of Auguft, the rioters at Rollon deftroyed the lieutenant-governor’s houfe. 

On die ill of Oftober, the firft general continental Congrefs v$s held at New York; who, 
after feveral refolutions, declarations, &c. petitioned his Majejiy for a redrefs of grievances. 

On the 5th of Oftober, the aflembly of Maffachufctt’s Bay deemed it lawful to do bufinefs 
without {tamps; and the militia refufed to obey the orders of the governor. 

Indeed, fo very univerfal had the oppofition to the {lamp aft been, and fo very fuccefsful 
in its operations, that by the ill of November, the time when the aft took place, not a Ihcet 
of {lamped paper was to be had throughout the feveral colonies of New York, New Englair’, 
New Jerfey, Virginia, Maryland, or the two Caroiinas, except a fmail parcel which the gover¬ 
nor of New York, terrified by the threats of the enraged populace, had furrendered into the 
hands of the corporation of that place, on condition that it Should not be deftroyed, as the reft 
had been: fo that all bufinefs which could not be legally carried on without {lamps, was to¬ 
tally interrupted, except that of news-printing, which the printers ftill continued, pleading in 
excufe, that if they did not, the populace would treat them with the fame rigour which had 
been exercifed towards the {lamp diftributors. 

But the confequences of this ftagnation foon began to be fo feverely felt, that the inhabi¬ 
tants, who were ftill unwilling to fubmit to tbe aft, began to think how they could efteftually 
elude it. At length, the governors of fome of the provinces, though bound by the aft to 
fwear to fee it obferved, under the fevereft penalties, thinking, with fame rtafon, the total 
ftoppage of all public bufinefs of fuch bad confcquencc to the community, as to render law- 
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^765 ful the non-compliance with any injunctions laid on tliem, or even the breach of any oath 
taken by them in confequence of injunctions, merely for the fake^of that comnnmity, thought 
proper to difpenfc with the ufeof (lamps, grounding their difpenfation on the abfolute im- 
polhbility of procuring any; and, accordingly, granted certificates of that impoffibility to all 
outward-bound veffels, to prottft them from the penalties of the aft in other parts of his 
Majefty’s dominions. , 

Among the different methods which the Americans adopted to avoid any injury from this 
aft, thofe which we are about to relate "appear to be the beft.—-The merchants of all thofe co¬ 
lonies that ventured to give it a declared opposition, entered into the moft folcmn engagements 
with each other, not on|y to difeontinue the ordering any more goods from Great Britain, 
and recal the orders they had already given, if not obeyed by the firft of January, 1766, but 
even not to difpofe of any Britifh goods Cent-them on dommiffion, that were not (hipped be¬ 
fore that day * or, if they confented to any relaxation from thofe engagements, it was not to> 
take place till the (lamp aft, and even the fugar and paper money afts were repealed. 

The people of Philadelphia likewife refolve'd, though not unanimoufty, that till fuch re¬ 
peal, no lawyer (hauld put in fuit a demand for money owing by a refident in America to any 
one refiding in England; and that no perfon in America, however indebted in England, 
fhould make any remittances there. Thefe refolutions were adopted by the retailers, who 
unanimoufly agreed not to buy or fell any Britifh goods (hipped contrary to them. 

Ireland, however, received confiderable advantage from thefe proceedings, as thofe goods 
and commodities which were abfolutely neceflary, they imported from that country, in ex¬ 
change for their hemp and flax-feed, of which they yearly fend her very large quantities. I11 
the mean time, however, they omitted no methods to free themfelves even from tills de¬ 
pendence. 

A fociety of arts, manufactures, and commerce, on the plan of that cftabliftied in London, 
was inftituted at New York, and markets opened for the fa!e of home-made goods; by which 
it foon appeared, thatgucither the natives nor the manufafturers who had, for fome time paft, 
been invited from Britain, by very ample encouragements, had been idle.. Linens, woollens, 
fome of the coarfer kinds of iron ware, malt fpirits, paper hangings, &c. were produced to the 
fociety, and when offered to fale, as greedily purohafed. At the fame time, left the new wool¬ 
len manufactories fhould be checked by a dearth of materials, moft of the inhabitants came 
to a refolution not to eat any lamb, and not to deal with any butcher who (hould kill or ex- 
pofe lamb to fale. In (hort, an increafcd fpirit of induftry and frugality univerfally prevailed ; 

- the tnoft wealthy, and eveji faftiionable people, were foremoft in fetting an example of thefe 
virtues to their countrymen, by wearing home-fpun cloaths, rather than make ufe of Britifh 
manufactures, which, till this unfortunate period, they favoured with the moft partial pre¬ 
ference. A refolution was alfo, at this time, in contemplation, of flopping the exportation of 
tobacco from Virginia and South Carolina to Great Britain f by which, eonfidcring the great 
quantities of that article re-exported from Great Britain, and the itnroenfe fum fo impercepti¬ 
bly raifed by what file herfelf confumes of it, her trade, and efpecially her revenue, could not 
fail of being considerably affofted. 

Thus did the fix principal Britifh colonies of North America, viz. New England, New 
York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvwm, Virginia, the two Carolinas, and Maryland, conduft them¬ 
felves in confequence of the ftamp aft, from the time of their firft hearing of its being voted in 
Parliament to be a proper mcafure, till they were affured of its abfolute repeal. The other 
3 North 
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1765- North American colonies, poffibly more from a fenfe- of their weakncfs than a principle of 
duty, thought proper to fubmit to it, but not all with equal grace. The Weft India illands 
itianifcfted a ready fubmiffion, on this occafion, to the mother country, except St. Chrifto- 
pher’$ and Nevis, whofe populace fuffcred themfelves to be fo far impofed on by the crews of 
fome New England veflels in their harbours, as to rival the violence of the continental Ame¬ 
ricans. Here then we muffiquit this important fubjeft, till the hiftory of the fuccecding year 
calls us to the renewal of it. t , 

In the fpring of this year, no common apprch£nfions were entertained for the public tran¬ 
quillity, by the numerous aflembiing and difeontented ftate of the journeymen filk-weavers of 
London. Thefe labouring manufa&urers being reinforced by thofe of all the other trades 
more immediately depending upon that branch, conceiving themfelves greatly injured by the 
too free ufe of French filks, &c. aflembled by beat'of drum, with their wives and children, 
to the amount of many thoufands, in Spital-fields and Moor-fields, in order to petition the 
King and Parliament for redrefs, by a total prohibition of that jrticle; and from thence pro¬ 
ceeded, in different bodies, to St. James’s and Weftmiafter Hall, and not only furrounded 
the palace and the two houfes of Parliament, but, by their numbers, in fome meafure ob- 
ftrufted the communication between them. This appearance, together with the reports that 
the weavers of the inland towns, and their dependants in trade, were coming up to join their 
diftrefled brethren in London, could not fail of caufing a very feiious alarm throughout the 
metropolis ; for had fuch a junction of deftitute, difeontented people taken place, or even had 
the London filk manufafturers, inftcad of feeking*redrefs from the head, takeij upon them to 
redrefs themfelves, there is no faying how far the flame might have fpread, or what fatal con- 
fequcnces might have followed before it could have been extinguifhed. But, providentially, 
they were prevented from committing any very violent outrage by die fteady exertion of the 
civil, aided by the military power; and their difpleafure, after indulging itfelf in befetting the 
lioufe of the Duke of Bedford, who-had delivered his fentiments concerning them in the 
Houfe of Peers with- uncommon fisverity, and in breaking the windows of fome houfes 
where French filks were fuppofed to be fold, was finally appeafed without further mifehief, by 
a fcafonable fubfeription for their prefent relief, and an afibciation among the principal filk, 
mercers to recal all the' orders they had given for foreign manufa&ures. 

To make an applaufive mention of fuch men as have extended commerce by their genius, 
improved it by their induftry, or honoured it by their virtue, is our duty and our pleafure:— 
It becomes us therefore to relate, that Stephen Theodore Janfen, Efq. was, in confequence f 
his conduft as a magiftrate, and his integrity as a merchant, at this time cle&ed to the confi¬ 
dential and profitable office of chamberlain of London, of which city he was then alderman, 
as he had before been chief magiftrate and reprefentative. He was the firft fheriiF who, for a 
longtime, ventured to fee the fentence of juftice executed at Tyburn, even in cafes that 
feemed to require it moft, without the aid' of military force. On his failure, the year after 
liis mayoralty, Ins friends fettled a confiderable annuity upon him, when, referving; but a 
bare fubfiftence for himfelf, he annually divided the reft amongft his creditors, though they 
had figned his certificate, and confequently could not have compelled him to pay an additional 
farthing. A confiderable portion of his income as chamberlain he fet apart for the fame ho¬ 
nourable putpofe: he alfo fold an annuity of 500!. which was left him by his brother, foon 
after his eleftion to that office, for die benefit of hrs creditors : fo that he, at length, dis¬ 
charged every debt that had been incurred during his comffiOfCnl life; and enjoyed, as he well 

deferved, 
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1765 deferred, the univerfal regard and high refpeft which will ever wait upon fuch diftinguifhed 
integrity. # ■ 

A proclamation appeared in the London gazette, ,on the 23d of February, revoking all the 
then exifiing Mediterranean pafies within the term of two years, at which time they were to 
be exchanged for new ones, except paffes granted to fhips gone or going to the Eaft Indies, 
or other remote places, where they cannot be timely furniljicd with them ; which paffes were 
to continue in force for two years after the faid term. This was done, according to the pro¬ 
clamation, to prevent a mifunderftancKng between us and the governments on the coaft of 
Barbary; feveral paffes having, during the war, or by undue means, fallen into the hands of 
foreigners, who being engaged in.hoftilities with thofeftates, employed them to preferve their 
property from capture. 

On the firfl of June, in this year, the Englifh colours were hoiffed on tire caftlc of Caftle- 
town, in the*lfle of Man, the fovereignty of that illand being novy annexed to the crown of 
Great Britain ; and a few days after, his Majefty was proclaimed throughout that ifland. 

By his Majefty’s proclamation relative to thepurchafe of this fovereignty, for which 70,0001. 
was paid to the Duke and Dutchefs of Athol, all perfons, except thofe employed by the late 
proprietors in collefting the revenues, were continued in their refpeft ivc places and employ¬ 
ments, and ordered to take the oaths to his Majefty within one calendar month after the pub¬ 
lication ; and all jurifdiftions, authorities, and forms of -law, afts of ftatc, &c. from the 21ft 
of this month, were to be executed and iffued in his Majefty’s name. 

The inhabitants were allowed fix months to difpofe of their ftock in hand ; and, after that 
time, were to become fubjeft to the fame taxes, cuftoms, and duties as the people of Eng¬ 
land, and to be under the fame regulations and reft rift ions; for which purpofc, an excil'e- 
office and cuftom-houfe were immediately eftablifhed. 

By an abftraft of the clear revenue of this ifland, from 175410 1763, the medium income 
appears to have been 7,293!. per annum; of which, the land revenue for the laft year was 
1,409!. 17s. 6d.—and the annual income of tire lands in the hands of the lord of the ifle, was 
about 107!. - 

Thus this ifland, which had fo long been an afylum for fmugglers and outlaws, and a kind 
of open magazine for contraband goods, was brought within the pale of regular government, 
and enabled to pour in a juft contribution to the general treafury of the British empire. 

It may not be thought improper to add to this article, an abftraft of the aft of Parliament 
for annexing the ifland and lordfhip of Man to the crown, upon the furrender of the Duke 
and Duchefs of Athol. 

“ After ftating the feveral grants, by which the Duke of Athol and his predeceffors the 
Earls of Derby held the faid ifland, and the agreement made by the prefent Duke and Duchefs 
with the lords of his Majefty’s treafury, it is enafted, that the faid ifland, caftle and lordfhip 
of Man, and all the iflands and lordfhips, royalties and regalities, franchifcs, liberties and fea 
ports to the fame belonging, and all other the hereditaments and premifes granted by the feve¬ 
ral letters patent to the family of Derby, &c. fhall be unalienably vefted in his Majefty and 
his fucceffors, excepting and referring to the Duke of Athol .and his heirs, the patronage of 
the bifhopric of the ifland of Man, or of the bifhoprics of Sodor and Man, the temporalities 
of the fame when vacant, and all other patronages and ecclefiaftical benefices within the iflands: 
alfo referving the landed property, with all rights in or over the foil, as lords of the manor, 
with all courts baron, rents, fervices, and other incidents to fuch courts belonging ; waftes, 
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rjbt; commons, and other lands; inland waters, fifhing, mills, mines and minerals; and alfo rc- 
ferving the honorary fervicc of rendering to his Majcfty’s heirs and fucceflbrs, Kings and 
Qru-c :ns of England, two falcons on the days of their refpedlive coronations.” 

In the month of July a board of longitude was held at the Admiralty, when the marine table 
for finding the longitude at fca, by the lunar method, invented by a Mr. Witchel, was taken 
into confederation and approved, and athoufand pounds ordered to be advanced, to enable the 
inventor to carry it into execution ; # apd that gentleman, Mr. Ifrael Lyons, junior, Mr. Wil¬ 
liam W r ales, of Greenwich, and Mr. Mapfon, were appointed computors of a nautical ephe- 
mcris, for the ufc of navigation and aftronomy; and Mr. Richard Dunithoroe to corredt the 
fame for the prefs. 

About this time, the French, with their ufual fpirit of encroachment, made an attempt to 
fifli on that part of the coaft of Newfoundland from whence they were excluded by treaty ; but 
the aftive vigilance, and fpirited conduft of Governor Pallifer, who took feverai of tire boats, 
&c. prevented any continuance of a prafticc, fo contrary to national honour and good faith. 

In the courfe of the month of Auguft, eight Ibips, which had been long and anxioully ex¬ 
pected from New Spain, and another from Buenos Ayres, arrived at Cadiz. The cargoes of 
thefe fhips were eftimated at eleven millions of dollars, of which the rcgiflered gold and filver 
amounted to near nine millions. 

His moft Chriftian Majefty, from a confiderafton that it was impoflible for Englilh fhips to 
fail to and from the Englilh illands, as well as for French fhips to fail to and from the French 
iflands, in the Weft Indies, without often coming within a league of the lhore # s belonging to 
the other, and even fometimes touching at their ports ; by a letter to the Governor of Marti- 
nico, fufpends the orders which he had formerly given, to feize and confifcate fhips and car¬ 
goes in thefe circumftances, with a view, as his ordinance fets forth, to prevent the illicit trade 
heretofore carried on between his fuhjedts and the Englifh ; obferving, at the fame time, that 
fuch areftridlion on the part of the court of London, as that now abolifhed by him, would 
be equally prejudicial to the French. 

On the 31ft of Odtober, between the hours of feven and eight in the evening, his Royal 
Uighncfs the Duke of Cumberland died fuddcnly at his houl'e in Upper Grofvenor-ftrect. 

The death of fuch a great and illuftrious chara&cr, is an event which muft at all times be 
lamented; but, at the prelcnt moment, when his Royal Highncfs had returned to the aftual 
fervice of his country, by afiifting her in her exigencies with his counfels, the lofs was propor¬ 
tionally greater, and as fuch it was confidcred and regretted hy the nation. Nor can we pay 1 
more honourable tribute to his memory, than by adopting the culogium which the Houle of 
Lords, in deep lamentation of his lofs, bellowed upon him : “ the many eminent public 
“ and private virtues, the extent of capacity, and, the magnanimity of mind; the 3 fie cl ion 
“ for his»Majefty’s perfon, and the eminent fcrvices performed for this country, which dif- 
“ tinguifhed this great and excellent Prince, have made an impreffion never to be erafed from 
“ the minds of a grateful people.” 

The French King’s Council of State iffued an arret, dated the 29th of November,concern¬ 
ing the liquidation of the Canada bills, which contained three articles, the tenor of which is 
as follows: 

Article I. The tickets, &c. given hitherto, and which may be delivered hereafter, inpay¬ 
ment of the liquidation of the Canada bills, though fixed at 4 per cent, fhali be nevcrthelefs 

paid 
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1765 paid at t’nc rate of four and an half in the month of January in each year, to commence in 
1776, and the capital preferved entire. 

■ Article II. The bearers of the Canada bilk fliall be'obliged to get them liquidated before 
tlie firft of March next, and, if they delay it till after that time, the faid papers, though they 
may have been declared, fliall not, under any pretence, be admitted to liquidation, but will 
remain null and of no value, without hope of re-cftabliflimcnt. 

Article III. His Majefly excepts, nevertheless, .fjom the difpofitioh of the preceding article, 
fuch. of the faid papers as belong to tlib dubje&s of Great Britain; and confidcring that the 
grcateft part of the faid papers remain yet in Canada, from whence the proprietors cannot to¬ 
tally withdraw them, and prefent them for liquidation before the firft of Oftober next, the 
delay above-mentioned may be extended, but in favour of the Englilh only, till the faid 
epocha; after the expiration of which, they will likewife forfeit all pretenfions on their unli¬ 
quidated papers. The reader is referred to the fuccecding year, for a full account and final 
liquidation of the Canada bills. 

The following bills received the royal aflenf in the parliamentary feflions of the prefent year. 

A bill.for.the importation of falted beef, pork, bacon and butter from Ireland for a limit¬ 
ed time. • 

A bill for allowing further time For the importation of goods, Ac. from the ceded iflands, 
upon the payment of goods to which thiy would have been liable had thefe iflands remained in 
his Majefty’s polfeffion. 

A bill Jor permitting the free importation of cattle from Ireland. 

A bill for providing a public reward for perfons who fhall difeover the longitude. 

A bill for laying a ftamp duty in the Britifh colonies in America. 

A bill to encourage the cultivation and growth of madder in Great Britain. 

A bill to veft the Ifle' of Man in the crown. 

A bill to improve the harbour of Ramfgate and the haven of Sandwich. 

A bill for regulating the poftage of letters. 

A bill for repealing the duties on raw filk, and granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

A bill for obliging prize agents to account for unclaimed monies. 

A bill for encouraging the herring fifhery. 

A bill for laying additional duties on the importation of filks, velvets, Ac. and otherwife 
encouraging the filk manufacture of this kingdom, and preventing combinations among 
journeymen. 

A bill for granting duties on the exportation of coals, Ac. 

A bill for fupplying the export trade to Africa with coarfe caliicocs, &c. 

A bill for encouraging the importation of bugles. 

A bill for granting annuities and a lottery out of the finking fund. , 

A bill for repealing the laws relating to the width and length of woollen cloth, in the county 
of York, and preferving the credit of the matters of the faid taanufa&ure, Ac. 

His Majefty, on the 24th of April,* had made a moft gracious fpeech to acquaint his Par¬ 
liament, that from the paternal affe&ion which he bore to his children and to all his people, 
his late indifpofition, though not attended with danger, had determined him to propofe to 
their confideration, fuch mcafurcs as he thought might tend to preferve the constitution of 
Great Britain undifturbed, and the dignity and luftre of its crown unimpaired, if it fhould 
pleafe God to put a period to his life whiift his fuccefTor was of tender years. In confequence 

of 
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1765 of which royal recommendation, a bill, in the debates on which much party violence appeared, 
palled both Houfes, and on the 15th of May received the royal aflent, under the title of 
“ A Bill to provide for the Adminiftration of Government, in cafe the Crown fhould defeend 
“ to any of the Children of His Majefty, being under 18 Years of Age.” 

To ibis nurd be added the following bills: 

A bill to prohibit the importation of foreign manufactured frlk dockings, gloves, and mits. 

A bill to prevent the inconvcnieftJes arifing from the prefent method of ili'uing notes and 
bills in Scotland. 

A bill to alter the duties on Gum Senegal and Gum Arabic, to confine the import to Great 
Britain, and to lay a duty on the exportation thereof. 

A bill for regulating the woollon manufactory in Yorkshire. 

A bill for the relief of inlblven; debtors. • 

Between the lall anc! the former act of this kind, there is an interval cf no more than one 
year and three quarters; the Ihorteft period between the palling t?vo infolvent aCts ever known 
ill this kingdom. 

A bill to enable his Majefty, with theconfcnt of the Privy Council, to prohibit the expor¬ 
tation of corn, during the reeds of Parliament. 

A bill to allow the free importation of corn# and to difcontiuue the bounty on corn ex¬ 
ported. 

Ah ft raft of an afl to alter certain rates of poftage, and to amend, explain, and enlarge 
feveral provilions in an aft, made in the ninth year of the reign of Queen Anne, and in other 
a£ls relating to the revenue of the Poft-ofHcc. 

The preamble to this aft lets forth, “ That the fccurity and improvement of correfpondence 
throughout His Majefty's dominions, being a matter of great concernment, and Highly neccf- 
farv for the preferva'ion and cxtenlion of trade and commerce; and likewife, that by the vaft 
accelf'ton of territory gained by the late treaty of peace, feveral communications having been 
opened, and new polls cftabiifhed in feveral parts of His Majefty’s dominions in America, for 
which the rates 01 poftage cannot, under the pteftnt laws, he properly afeertained: it i:, there¬ 
fore, cnafted, that I'o much of the aft of the ninth of Queen Anne, as eftablilhcs the rates of 
poftage of letters between London and the British dominions in America, and places within 
the laid dominions, be repealed, and from and after Oftober io, 17O5, inftcad of the rates 
theieby eftablillicd, the following take place : 

For all letters and packets palling from London to any port within the Britilh dominions 
in America, and from any luch port unto London, for every tingle letter is. lor every double 
letter as. and for every treble letter 3s. and for every ounce 4s. and lb in proportion for every 
packet of deeds, writs, or other things : and from any port in the laid dominions, to any 
other port therein, by lea, for every lingle letter 41!. and lo in proportion as above. 

The rates of inland poilage in America, for any didance nor exceeding 00 miles, are, for 
every frngle letter 4d. and all others in proportion ; for upwards of 60 and not exceeding 100 
miles, every lingle letter 6J. fee. See. 

From and after Oftober io, 1763, no vefTH is to be admitted to make entry or break bulk, 
till the letters on board are delivered to the Poll-office; except in luch cafes wlvre tlrcv arc 
to be delivered to the fuperintendant of the quarantine, to be dilpatehed by bun to the Poft- 
office. Perfons refufing to deliver up luch letters, forfeit 2Ql. &c. and id. extra is charged on 
all Ihip letters not brought by the packet boats. 
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1765 From and after Oftober jo, 1765, the prefent rates of poftage by the general poll, not ex¬ 
ceeding one poft ftage in Scotland and Iieland, .and not exceeding two in England, Are to 
ccafe, and the following rates to take place, viz. rates for poftage, not exceeding one poft 
Page, for every fingle letter the fum of id. for every double letter 2d. for every treble letter 3d. 
and for every ounce 4d. and fo in proportion for every packet of deeds, writs, 5 cc. above one 
and not exceeding two poft ftages, the fum of 2d. and other letters in proportion. 

l rom July 5, 1765, the fame rates ofpoftage are 'tr take place between Loudon and Ham¬ 
burg, as between London and Germany, and the poftage of letters to be lent out of Great 
Britain may, il deemed necelTary, be demanded upon their being put into the office. 

The fecrcting or embezzling any letter, with any bank bill or note, &c. therein, or taking 
out any fuch note or bill, by any officer of the Boll-office, is felony. Robbing the mail, or 
embezzling and mifapplving the poftage money, or deftroy.ing any letter or packet, or advanc¬ 
ing the rates and not accounting for the fame, is alfo felony, &c. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for this year. £• s. d. 

For 16,COO feamen, including 4,287 marines, — — 832,000 O O 

For 17,421 land forces, including 2,628 invalids, and for guards, gar- 
rifons, &c. ------- 608,130 10 7 

For His Majcfty’s forces and garrifons^in the Plantations, including 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and for provifions for the forces in North Ame¬ 
rica, &c. and the ceded iflands, — — — 387,502 3 11J 

For the'difference of pay between the Britiih and lrilh eftablillnnents 
of five regiments of foot ferving at Gibraltar, See. — — 6,3 46 3 5 

For the general and general ftaff officers of Great Britain, — 11,291 8 6 

For fubfidies to the Duke ofBrunfwick, — — — 10,343 lb 9 m 

The out-penlioners of Chclfea-hofpital, — — 109,107 18 4 

Penfions to officers widows, — — — 1,664 o o 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines, — 135,606 12 6 

Allowances to officers and privates of two troops of hoi fie guards, and 
regiment of horfic reduced, &c. — — — 2,361 14 2 

The ordnance for the land fervice, —- — — 174,673 15 10 

For fervices performed by the office of ordnance for land fervice, and 
not provided for in 1764, — — — 55,519 10 7 

For the navy, including half-pay to fea and marine officers, — 407,734 n 3 

Out-penfioncrs of Greemvicli-hofpital, — — 5,000 o o 

Towards building and repairs of the navy, — — 200,oco o O 

For extraordinary cxpences of the land forces and other fervices, be¬ 
tween December 24, 1763,31^ December 25, 1764, not provided for, 404,496 7 6 

Victualling and navy bills, &c. — — — 1,500,000 o o 

Exchequer bills, — — — — 800, oco o o 

Towards completing the paflage over and through London Bridge, 7,000 o o. 

For the militia for one year, — — — 80,000 o o 

To replace to the finking fund, the fum paid out of the fame to make 

good a deficiency on the rates and duties upon offices, perfons, lioifcs, &c. 48,176 1 n| 


Carried over, Si 7 86 >954 l 5 4-rr 
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1765 _ Brought over, 5,786,954 15 4^. 

Ditto, to make good the deficiency on the additional duties on wines 
imported, &c. — —- — — 49,742 1 21 

Ditto, for paying annuities granted in refpeft of certain navy, vic¬ 
tualling and tranfport bills, and ordnance debentures, delivered in and 
cancelled, — . — — — 139,342 2 

To make good the deficiency of j 4 c grants for 1764, — 249,660 4 1 

To the Landgrave of Hefle Call'd, —* — — 50,000 o o 

For the civil eftablifliment of Nova Scotia — — 4,911 14 11 

On account of fundry expcnces for the fervice of Nova Scotia, in the 
years 1750, 1751, 1752, 1762, 1763, and not provided for, — 7,000 O o 

On account for the civil eltabhfhment of Georgia, &c, from June 24, 

1764. to June 24, 1765, * — — — — 3,966 o o 

On account for the civil cftablifhmcnt of Eaft Florida, See., for the 
fame term, — — — — — 5,200 o o 

Ditto for Weft F lorida, — — —• — 5,200 O O 

On account for furveys in North America, — — i,6oi 14 o 

Towards building a lazaret, —- — — 5>COO o o 

To redeem one quartet of the capital flock, of certain annuities granted 
in rel’peft ofnavv, victualling, and tranfport bills, and ordnance deben¬ 
tures, delivered in and cancelled purfuant to an a£t of the third year of , 
liis prefent Majcfty, — — — — 870,888 5 5J 

Towards discharging unfatisfied claims, &c. for expcnces incurred 
during the late war in Germany — — — — 248,259 11 4 

On account, out of the monies remaining to be applied, of the exceed- 
ings of the fevcral fums provided by Parliament for fundry lerviccs, and 
of monies that have been paid into the hands of the pay mailer general by 
contraiflors and others, to March 23, 1765, towards difeharging f'uch 
unfinished claims. See. — — — — 251,740 O 72 

Bounties to certain chaplains who have ferved on board his Majcfty’s 
fhips of war, _____ 1,231 17 6 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — — — 38,000 o o 

For maintaining and fupporting the Britifti forte and fcttlements on 
the coaft of Africa, — — — — 13,000 o o 

For building a blockhoufe at or near Cape Appolonia on the coaft of Africa, 7,000 o o 
For three independent companies of foot for his Majcfty’s fervicc on 
the coaft of Africa, Ac. —-• — — — 6 , 49 1 1 6 4 % 

For the civil eftablifliment of that part of the coaft of Africa, fituatc 
between the port of Sallee, in South Barbary, and Cape Rouge, — 5 » 5 °° 10 0 

To make good the like fum, which had been ilfucd by his Majcfty in 
purfuance of the addrefles of this Houfe, — — 2,400 o o 

. To the government of the ifland of Barbadoes, for the affiftance given 
by them to his Majcfty’s forces under General Monckton, in theexpedi- 
tion againft Martinico, — — “ — 10,000 o o 

~ 7>7 c, 3,°9° °T3- 

Ways 


5,200 o 
5,200 o 
1,601 14 
5,coo o 


870,888 5 

248,259 11 


251,740 o 

1,231 17 
38,000 o 

13,000 o 


6,491 16 


5,500 10 


2,400 


Sum total of the fupplies granted in this feflion, 

K 2 


•+ o 
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1765 * £• d. 

Ways and Means for railing the Supplies, &c. 

Malt duty, — — — — 750,000 O O 

J-and tax, — — — — 2,037,854 19 II 

Navy and victualling bills — — — 1,500,000 o o 

Surplufics of the linking fund, — — * — 135,000 5 ot 

From ditto, — — , — «r- — 2,100,000 o o 

Surplufs of the grant to the militia, for 1764, — —* 80,000 o o 

By Exchequer bills, — — _____ 800,000 o o 

From monies granted towards protecting thccolonies, — 60,000 O O 

Monies to be paid by a convention with the French King, — 308,000 o o 

Duties on ( jum Senegal, &c. — —. — 12,000 O O 

To this is to he added the fum provided as well as granted out of the 
monies remaining to be«pplied of the exceedings of the feverai lums pro¬ 
vided by Parliament for fundry fetvices, and of monies that have been 
paid into the hands of the Pay mailer General by contractors and others, 

to March 23, 1765, as mentioned in the foregoing account of fupplies, 251,740 2 77 

Total ways and means, — — — 8,034,808 7 6 

Supply granted, — — — — 7,763,090 13 o 

* 

Excefs of this year, — — — — 271,717 14 64 

As no debts were created by the foregoing revenue voter, the only fiat? of the national debt 
vve could iafert under this year, would be the fame-as that of the lift, vve have therefore 
thought proper to omit it. 

The following is a detail of the extraordinary duties which were impofed to aid the general 
fcheine of fupply for this year, 

February 7.— Fifty-five refolutions of the committee of ways and means were agreed to hv 
the Houfe of Commons, for impoling much the fame ftamp duties upon the Britifh colonies 
and plantations in America, as are payable in England; to be paid into the receipt of his Ma- 
jefty’s Exchequer, and there referred, to be difpofed of by Parliament towards further defray¬ 
ing the ncccfiary cxpcnces of protecting the fkid colonics. 

February 16.—For the better fupply of our export trade to Africa, with fuch coarfc ptinfed 
calicoes and other goods, being the produCt or manufacture of the Eaft Indies, or other places 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, as are prohibited to be worn in Great Britain, the Eaft India 
Company were permitted to import the fame from any part of Europe not within the Britifh 
dominions, under proper limitations ; and upon failure of the Company’s keeping the faid ex¬ 
port trade fupplied with a fufficient quantity of fuch goods, other perfons were permitted to 
import the fame from any fuch part of Europe, kc. Calicoes and other goods fo imported, 
were made liable to pay the fame duties as if imported by the laid Company from the Eaft 
Indies, or any other place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and no other. 

The bounty allowed by law, to be paid on the exportation of corn, grain, malt, meal, and 
Hour, from Great Britain to the lile of Man, was clifcontinucd. 

A ftamp 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


77 


765 A ft amp duty of ros. was charged upon every piece of vellum or parchment, or i Led. or 
piece of paper, on which every licence for making and felling measures of capacity (hot! id he 
engrafted, written, or printed; and a ftamp duty of ici. upon every licence for making and 
filing of weights, 

March 11.—Certain annuities granted in the twenty-third year of his late h la icily, end the 
fecond year of his pre-fun Ma lefty, in reflect to certain capital flock.-, thereby dlai.di.In-i, 
amounting together to the him of 240,000!. at the rate of 4!. per cent, for or.* tain term • of 
years, and then to he reduced to 3I. per cent, per annum, whica annuities v.n r„.-idi t-ai d-.lc 
half yearly on the 5th of July and 5 .I1 of January in every year, and afterwards cof^o'ai.;t-d 
and made one joint flock, were, Irotn and after the 5th of July next valuing, ur.if- parable 
in the following manner, viz. one quarterly payment on the icth of October next, aim the 
annuities, from the ioth of October, to be payable half yvaily, on the £th of April and tbs 
icth of Offober, in everf year. 

Match 12.—Fifteen lciolutions of the laid committee were agreed to by the Jloufc, relating 
to the poftage of letters; they were afterwards formed into a bill, and the iu: 11 palled into a 
law, of winch we have already given an abftraft. 

March 14.—per Ions intercked in any bill, payable in the courfc of the navy or Ef; nailing 
ofiices, or for traufports, which vvcie made out on or before the 30th of June, 1764, w !:■> 
ihould. on or heloie the 26th of Match, inlt. carry the fame (after having the iiuciHt com¬ 
puted ihctcupon to the <»th of April next) to the office of the Trealurer or his IM .jelly's navv, 
fhould have in exchange a certificate to the (governor and Company in lire Bank of Ifughind, 
for every fum of one or moic bundled pounds of which fucb bill or bills, with the hue; eft, 
Ihould conilft, until the fcveral entire turns for which ccitilicates were to be made forth, 
fhould amount together to 1,500,000!. and another certificate for the frr.flionai part of mol. 
being the remainder of fuel; Is.il or bills ; and the perfous who fhould he p:.fle'd.-d offudi iirfe- 
inentioncd certificates of the entire l'uiu of one or more hundred pounds, Should, upon de¬ 
livery thereof to the fa id Governor and Company, he entitled to the annuities herathe:-men¬ 
tioned, viz. for tv\ o-fifth parts of the funis therein mentioned, to an annuity after tire late of 
3!. per cent, redeemable by Parliament, and transferable and payable at the Bank o’ iinpland ; 
for two other fifth parts liuieof, to a proportional number of tickets of the value of ioh in a 
lottery, to conftfl of t.c.ooo tickets, every blank to be of the value of 61.; the blanks and 
to be attended with the like 3 per cent, annuities; and, for the rerunning one-fifth pint, to a 
like annuity, after the late of 3I. per cent, with liberty to convert the fame into an annuli\ for 
life, after the lame rate, with benefit o! f'urvivnrthig, in the following manner, viz. that ex v 
perfon who ihould become polieiTed, in 1 iglit of iocl. capital ttock, of an annuiev of S. in 
Inch kill-mentioned annuities,and fhould produce, on or before the _qth of Apiii, < 765, a c; t- 
tificatc thereof, attefted by the Caflticr of the Bank of ittigl.utJ, to the Au.bto: of titc U etcipr op 
his Majeity's Exchequer, (houhl, in lieu tin rvof, hocmiilad, from the f.fu cth of April, 1765, 
during the life of the nominee whom he ihotib! appoint, to a life annuity of 3I. payable at the 
Exchequer, out of the finking fund ; and the {event! nominees, to be appointed in rcfpecl ot 
inch life annuities, to be divided into dalles, the whole annuity belonging to each clafs not to 
be lefs than 1,500,cool, if life amiuit'uto that amount lftcs.ll be fo fubicribed ; and, upon *.he 
death of every nominee, the annuity lo fallen in, to be diilributed among the furvivo'i of 
the lame clais; and the annuities of the full two-fifth parts, Ihould be immediately added to 
the joint dock of annuities, reduced tram 4 to 3 per emit, and consolidated, purfuant tt. 

cert a in. 
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1765 certain afls of Parliament, made in the 25th and a6tli years of his late Maicfly; and the an¬ 
nuities attending the faid lottery, together with fuch of the annuities of the faid one-fifth part 
as ihould not he exchanged for annuities on lives, with the benefit of furvivorfhip, in manner 
above-mentioned, Ihould alfo be added to fuch joint flock, from the 5th of‘April, 1765 ; and 
all the laid annuities, transferable and payable at the Bank, Ihould commence 'from the faid 
5th of April, 1765, and be payable half yearly, on the tot^ of Oflober and 5th of April in 
every year, out of the finking fund ; but, in cafe the fevcral entiic furns of one or more hundred 
pounds, with the intcrefl, fhould ndt then amount in the whole to 1,500,0001. all pet Ions 
poffeffid of fuch certificate for the fia&ional parts of 106!. or of navy, victualling, or tranfport 
bills, which fhould be made out on ot before the 30th of June, 1764, and did not amount, 
together with the intcrefl computed to the Oth of April, to tool, might, on or before the 
5th of April, carry the fame to the office of the Trea'furer of his MajeSly’s navy, and have, 
in exchange, a certificate to the Governor and Company of tha Bank of England, for the fums 
contained in fuch certificates, and for the amount of the principal and intcrefl of which 
fuch bills fhould confifl ; and, upon delivery thereof, and payment of fo much money to the 
faid Governor and Company as fhould, with the fuin fo certified, amount to tool, be entitled 
to the annuities and advantages before-mentioned : and if any fuch certificates for fractional 
parts Ihould not be delivered in, and fubferibed as aforelaid, on or before the faid 5th of 
April next, they fhould he paid according to the coin fc of the navy, in fuch order as the bills 
in part of which they utere granted were payable ; and fuch of them as were granted in part 
of bills heating intcrefl, fhould, from the faid 5th of Apt i 1 next, cariy the like intcrefl to which 
fuch bills were entitled. 

An additional duty was granted to his Majcfly, of 4s. for every chaldron of coals, New- 
caflle mcafure, which fhould be fhipped for exportation to any part beyond the fcas, except to 
Itcland, the 1 fie of Man, or the Britifh dominions in America ; and at the fame rate for any 
greater or ltffer quantity. 

There was granted to his Majefly, upon all wrought filks, Bengals, and fluffs mixed with 
ftlk or herha, of the manufadlurc of Perfia or Eall India, and upon all calicoes, printed, dved, 
painted or ftained there, which fhould be exported from this kingdom, except to Africa or the 
Britifh dominions in America, a fubfidy of poundage, after the rate of tad. for every 20s. of 
the value of fuch goods, according to the grofs price at which the fame were fold at the public 
fales thereof: and upon exportation from this kingdom of any fort of white calicoes or 
muffins, except to Africa or the Britifh dominions in America, there Was to be retained, be¬ 
tides the one half of the rate or duty of the old fubfidy, which then remained and was not 
drawn back for the fame, the furthei fum of 2I for every iool. of the real value of fuch goods, 
according to the grofs price at which they were fold at the Eafl India Company’s fales; but 
that fuch calicoes, which fhould firft have been printed, flained, painted, or dyed in Great 
Britain, fhould not be fubjefl to the faid duty of 2I. to be retained as aforefaid.* 

A ftamp duty of 2d. for every fkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or fhect or piece of 
paper, on which fhould be engroffed, written, or printed, any policy of affurance, which fhould 
be made within the weekly bills of mortality, over and above all other duties. Likcwife a duty 
of 2s. 6d. for every fkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or fheet or piece of paper, on which 
fhould be engroffed, written, or printed, any policy of affurance which fhould be made in Great 
Britain, over and above all other duties. The faid duties were to be carried to, and made part 
of, the finking fund, towards making good the payment of the faid annuities. 


The 
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A. t>. 

1765 The ftamp duty of 6d. impofed in the 12th of Queen Anne, and the additional duty of is. 
impofed in the 30th of King George II. upon vellum, parchment, or paper, containing any 
indenture, leafe, bond, or other deed, was declared to extend to every fkin or piece of vellum 
or parchment, or fheet or piece of paper, on which fhould be engroflcd, written, or printed in 
Great Britain, any policy of adurancc or charter party. 

March 25.—Authority was given to permit the importation into this kingdom from the 
Iflc of Man, under proper limitations^ ^oarfe printed calicoes and other goods, of the prod art 
and manufafturc of the F.aft Indies, or other places beyond the Cape of Good Hope, v.in '< 
are prohibited to be ufed in Great Britain, and which wetc brought into the faid iile befmc the 
ill of March 1765, upon payment of one half of the old fubfidy only for fuch goods. 

April 4.—In cafe the monies, f«r which certificates have been or (hall be granted, in pur- 
fuance of a refolution of the lloufe of Commons, of the 14th of March laft,*by the Treafurer 
of His Majcfty’s Navy, to tire Governor and Company of the Bank of F.ngiand, for navy, vic¬ 
tualling and tranfport bills, made out on or before the 30th of Jufta 1764, and for fuch frac¬ 
tional parts of the faid bills, as remained above the entire funi of one or more hundred pounds, 
together with the furns paid and payable at the Bank of England, with the certificates for fuch 
fractional parts, and for fuch of the faid bills, as, together with the intcreit computed there¬ 
upon, did not amount to tool fhould not, on the fth of April, inft. make up the full fum of 
1,500,000!. the monies which fliall be fo wanting to complete the faid fum of 1,500,000!. 
fhould he railed by contributions, to be received at the Bank of England, in entire fums of 
one or more hundred pounds, to be paid to the Cafhicr of the faid Governor and Company, on 
or before the 28th of April ; and that the contributors be entitled, for the monies fo advanced, 
to fuch annuities as are mentioned in tin: faid refolution, to be allowed to the proprietors of 
certificates, granted in exchange for fuch navy, vi&ualling, and tranfport bills, as finali have 
been delivered on or before the refpeflive days therein limited. 

April 20.—A duty of 6d. was laid upon every too weight of gum fcnrgal, or gum arabic, 
imported into this kingdom, over and above all duties now payable thereon : and a duty of 
30s. was laid upoir every 100 weight of gum fencgal, or gum arabic, exported out of this king¬ 
dom, over and above all duties now payable thereon. 

April 25.—The monies which had been paid at the Bank, in purfuancc of the refolutions of 
the lloufe of Commons, oi tire 14th of March lair, were oidcrcd to he applied towards dil- 
charging bills payable in the courfe of the navy or vidtualling offices, or for tranfports, which 
weic made out on or before the 30th of June, 1764. 

April 30.—The bounties and drawbacks paid upon the exportation of refined and ground 
fugars, were difeontinued: and a bounty was allowed, after tire rate of 14s. 6d. for every 
hundred weight, upon the exportation from this kingdom of refined fugar in the loaf, com- 
pleat and whole, being net, viz. of one uniform whitenefs throughout, and which has gone 
through the operation of three days at leaf], and been properly and thoroughly dried in the ftovc, 
according to the prefent method of refining: alfo upon the exportation from this kingdom of 
refined fugar called baftard, and of ground and powdered refined fugar, and of refined loaf 
fugar broke in pieces, (the faid fugar having been twice clayed, and properly dried in the flove) 
a bounty or drawback was allowed, after the rate of 6s. 4d. for every hundred weight. 

Liberty was granted for a limited time, to carry lice from North Carolina, direftly to any 
other part of America, fouthward of South Carolina and Georgia, fubjeft to fuch duty as is 
now payable upon rice, carried from South Carolina and Georgia, to any part of America, to 

the 
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the fouthwnrd thereof: and the duties arifinjr therefrom, were ordered to be paid into the re- 
c< ip! c f his J is jelly's Exchequer, and there referred, to be difpofed of by Parliament, towards 
furthc i defraying the nccdlliry cxpences of defending and fecuring the Britilh dominions in 
.A i! ti i-. a. 

E-ninth s were rdfo granted upon the importation of deals, planks, boards and timber, into 
th' ; s kingdom, ft cm the Britilh dominions ih Notth AmuicJ, tor the term of nine years, as fol¬ 
lows, deling the fit ft - wars, for eveiy 100, containing t) (core of found merchantable deals, 
planks and boiuds, net lcik than io feet long, io inches broad, and x inch and a quarter thick, 
'-'os. ami (o !:i ptoporth.n for anv greater length ; and lor any greater thickncls, not exceeding 
4 inches, and foi ev.rv load, containing 40 cubic feet, of found mcichantablc fquareJ timber 
of all !.i ids, (the timber rut to be lefs than 10 inches ftjnare) les. ; and during the next 3 
ycais, fei : vt*. v ion of fuch deals, planks, and boaixls, i-yu and lor every load of Inch limber, 
Ms. arid dm Jug ihc lad 3 years, for every xoo of fetch deals, planks and boatds, 10s, and for 
every i ud of fuch timber, 5s. 

'Flu additional inland duty of is, granted in the thirty-fcccnd year of his late Majefly, upon 
every pound weigh,t avoirdupois of coffee ft.id in Great Britain, was ordered to cealo and de¬ 
termine: ai 1 in it-, u tin icof, there was granted to his M-.jefty, an additional inland doty of 
6d. upon evv 1 v pound weight a\ oirdupqi- of toffee, net being of the growth and produfl of il:.; 
Britilh plantations in America, which ihould be fold m Great llritam. 1 his additional in¬ 
land dut v via'’ to he appropiiated to the ails, to which the laid duty of is. per pound weight 
was mane a: Gieabio. 

The edpvances Jiieeltd by law, to be made in rcfpccl of hard foap, which fhould be ic- 
fitfiled or made new, were dikontinutd ; and, in |i- ti th< rcof, the duties upon cue pound, in 
it cry to pounds wria hi of foap, were allowed to the makers. 

All linen cioth and diaper of Ru:fia, which were not then particularly rated in anv eft of 
Parliament, or book of rates, were, upon importation into this kingdom, rated a.-, f.l.’ov.: — 
All fuch ck.th and diaper, be; tig in breadth mote than 22',, and not exceeding 31 j inches, at 4'. 
and being in breadth, more than gt-j and 1,< 4 exceeding 4 5 inches, at 6k and exceeding 43 
inches in btca.kb. at red. fm cve 1 v 1.0 I'.nelil'.i tils tiicteot lelpeftively, and U, m prop iti; n 
for anv greater or hue r qu.mti: - ; and the lab amount or the levers) dnt.icq, util !*v law to 
be paid, for t voy ec . of titer value of ft. An goods, was to Le rawed and colled!ed aicoiding to 
the laid refnceiive tates. 

No drawback or bounty was tn be allowed upon the expmtaticn cf any goods from this 
kingdom, to any oft ha blind.-; of. 

AL\ 6.—Every inftruncut, 1 -.ter, d-try, minute, memorandum, or other writing, where¬ 
by any officer is admitted, in any o. u; ? tt hatfoever, to ferve or to koi-J fu< I*, edih c, a» is elktrg, 
with any id imp duty within the meaning of the afls of the fifth of Willi ru and Mary, thi 
ninth of William 111 . run! the twelfth of Qit-.tn Anne, whereby the ic venal duties of 40s. ate 
impofed upon every piece of vellum, parchment, ot paper, on which any adimiunee of inch 
officer is cngroflcd or written, fhould be el ’enicd and taken to be an admiftmc ol fuch officer. 

The cxiftiti" ftanip duty upon the admifhon into any corporation or company, was repealed ; 
and, iti lieu theieof, a Lamp duty of 2:., was to be charged upon the entry, minute, or memo¬ 
randum, made of fuch admittance, in their court book, roll, or record. 

The then allowance for prompt payment at the damp office, was repealed , and in head 
thereof, an allowance be made at the rate of 4!. per cent, per ami. 
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765 An additional (lamp duty of loi. was charged upon every policy of aflu ranee, in which the 
properties of more than one perfon, in any lh'tp, cargo, or both, or more than a particular 
number of perfons in partnerfhip, or more than one body politic, to a greater amount in the 
whole than tool, fhould be aflured. 

The as. ftamp duty, to be impofed by the third refolution of May 3, was applied to the ufes, 
to which the ftamp duty repealed by that refolution was applicable. 

The additional ftamp duty of 20|, impofed b^ the fixth refolution of May 6, fhould be 
applied to the like ufes, to which the duties upon policies of aflurancc were then ap¬ 
plicable. 

The fame bounties were allowed upon all linens to be made in the Ifle of Man, and 
imported into Great Britain, which fhould be exported from thence, as are now allowed 
on the exportation of Britifh or Iriflx linens, and under the fame reflridlions and limi¬ 
tations. *• 

The inhabitants of the I lie of Man were now allowed to import, into any lawful port of 
Great Britain dr Ireland, the beltials, or any other goods, wares, and merchandizes of the 
growth, produce, and manufaSurc. of the laid Ifle, except woollen manufactures, beer and 
ale, without paying any cuftom, fubfidics, or duties, except fuch cxcife or other duty, 
as is or fhould be due and payable for the like goods, wares, or merchandize, of the 
growth, produce, and manufactures of Great Britain, liable to certain limitations and ref- 
triCtions. 

May 9.—Towards making good and fecuring the payment of the fums of m#ncy, direfled 
by an aft of the thirty-fecond of George II. to be applied in augmentation of the falaries of the 
judges and juftices in England and Wales, there was granted an additional ftamp duty of 4I. 
upon every piece of vellum or parchment, or fheet or piece of paper, upon which any adrnif- 
fion into any of the four inns of court fhould be engrafted or written ; and an additional ftatnp 
duty of 61 . upon every fuch piece on which fhould be engrafted or written, any regifter, entry, 
teftimonial, or certificate, of the degree of Utter Barrifter, taken in any of the four inns of 
court. 

It may not be improper to obferve, .that the two fums, amounting to 500,000!. provided for 
difeharging unfatisfied claims and demands incurred during the late war in Germany, and which 
are particularly ftated in the fupplies for this year, were granted in a manner, very feldom if ever 
praftifed before the preceding feflion. The old and moil regular way of providing for this 
fum, would have been to have granted in the committee of iupply, upon account, a funs 
not exceeding 500,000!. towards difeharging fuch unfatisfied claims, demands, Cec.; and then 
the committee of ways and means to have refolved, that towards making good the fupply 
granted to his Majefty, there be iftucd and applied the fum of 251,740!. 2s. 7|d. out of the 
exccedings of the fcvcral fums provided by Parliament for fundry ferviccs, and of the monies 
that have been paid into the hands of the Paymaflei-gencral by contraftors and others, to 
March 23, 1765. The whole, it is plain, of the 500,000!. was to be paid on account of the 
war in Germany. 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 

Countries* 

Africa, —- . — 

Canaries, —. 

Denmark and Norway, — 

Eaft Country, — 

D ili India, — 

Handers, —— 

France, •■■■• — 

Germany, —* — 

Greenland, — - 

Holland, —• 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, — — 

Madeiras — — 

Portugal, * — 

Rutiia, — — 

Spain, — 

StrcigJtfs, *— 

Sweden, —■ 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, — . - — 

Alderney, ■ . . — 

Guernfey, —— - 

Antigua, . - »— 

Anguilla, ■ 

Barbados, — - -- 

Bermudas, - . . ~ 

Carolina, ——— — 

Dominica, — —— 

Florida, . . - 

Georgia, —- — 

G ranadcs, — 

,G uadakutpe, . . 

Havannah, — 

Jliuifm’s Bay, . . . — 

Jamaica, -. ■ —■ 

Martinico, — — 

Montferrat, ■■■ —- 

New England, - 

Newfoundland, —- 

New Providence, — 

New York, —* 

Nova Scotia, — 

Pecnfylvunia, — 

St. Croix, — 

St. John’s Ifland, 

St. Chriftopher’s, ■ 

St. Lucia, — . 

St. Vincent, - 

Tobago, ——. . - 

Tortola, — 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Welt Indies in general, 

Spamlh Weft Indies, — 

Totals, 


a 11 
411 
3 9. 


18 

1 


4 9 
* <B 10 
12 7 

11 o 

4 3 

11 u 

7 6 

II M 

5 * 
n 7 

•9 3 
-■ 7 8 

o 1 
2 11 
11 10 
© 5 


from Christmas 1764, 
Imports. . 

£• 51,692 

— 8,591 

• 85,901 

— 128,901 

D45S»5 8 9 

— 146,412 

* 186,333 

.. 602,624 

10,639 

— 4*0,273 
i»°/<M33 

•— 7 8 S>03° 

3»9?4 
~ 354'3°7 

— 967.339 

594.^93 

— 28,057 
234,452 

—r— 122,652 

47,912 

- 157 

— 17,595 

-* i 6,793 

— 1 59> I 5 2 

3.536 

—* 326,688 

- 9.973 

39.034 
- 3«S.9 18 

— 73.497 

- 684 

34.i83 
—- 199,909 

— 66.560 

- 6,451 

— 10,654 
1,023,091 

- 24 

— — 66,694 

54.5*8 

— 1 45,8i 9 

— 43,92« 

' — 4,871 

— . 54,959 

— 164 
25,148 
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65 A general bill of chriftenings and burials in London, from December 11, 1764, to Decem¬ 
ber 10, 1765. 

Cbriftened, males 8,42a Buried, males 11,489 

■' . .: ■' females 7,949 —. females 11,741 


• 16,371 ?-3, *3° 

. , T*- * - 

Bills of births, burials, &c. in different parts of Great Britain and Europe, for the year 
1765. 

Arnfterdam,—baptized, 4776 ; married in the reformed churches, 1C92 ; at the tov.'n-hall, 
750 ; by banns, 1,073: died, 7,725, 

Brandcnburgh and Prufftan Pomerania,—born 14,383 ; married, 3,641 j died, 9,108. 

Copenhagen,—born, 2 ,*541 ; married, 1,033; died, x,ooi. 

Denmark,—born, 25,923 ; died, 24,678. , 

Holftcin and Sicfwick,—born. 12,797 ; died, 11,533. 

Koninglberg,—born. 2,149 : married, 683 ; died, 1,575. 

Lcipfick,—born, 1,437 ; married, 324; died, 1,048. 

Liverpool,— chritlencd, 956 j married, 478 ; buried, 1,151. 

Munich, capital of Bavaria,—born, 816; dice?, 1,063. 

Newcafilc upon Tyne and Gatelhead,—chriftcncd, 728; buried, 763.—The burials at the 
Baliaft Hilis not included, which are eftimated at 300. . 

Norway,—born, 22,536; died, 20,241. 

Paris,—born, 19,439; foundlings, 5,495; marriages, 4,782; deaths, 18,034. 

Peterfburgh,—bom, 5,049 ; died, 4,198. 

Rotterdam,—married, 573; died, 1,710. 

65 It was, at the time, and hill is the opinion of many refecting, well-informed, and impar¬ 
tial perl’ons, that the political candour of the miniitry, (a very rare virtue among hatefmen) 
was the innocent caufc of the violent oppofition given to the ftanip aft, in England as well as 
America; and we are rather clifpofed to lean towards fuch an opinion. Had the ftamp duty 
been laid on the colonies at once, and without any previous mention of it to them, they 
would, perhaps, have fubmitted, if not without feme diicontent, at leaft without tPat unre- 
ferved violence of oppolition which has proved the fourcc of fo much calamity. The princi¬ 
pal people among them would not then have had an. opportunity of making the lower fort 
forefee, in that aft of the Britifli legiffiture, when merely held out to tiicm, much greater 
evils than they were liable to feel when actually fubjefted to it; much lefs would they have 
had time to animate each other again!! it to fuch a degree, that all intelligence concerning it 
which reached any one part of the extenfive dominions of Britilh America, almo!! initan- 
tancoufly few over the reft, exciting every where difeoutents in all ranks, and fuch commo¬ 
tions in rnoit of them, particularly among the populace, as to produce all that hoftility of 
difpofltion to the mother country which we have dclcribed under the preceding year. 

While, however. Great Britain and America were fufpended in anxious cxpfcftatiou in what 
manner thefe differences between both would terminate, the miniitry fo obnoxious to the lat¬ 
ter had been difmifled, and another fubilitutcd in its room, whole lyitem of politics was more 
favourable to tlicir wifhes. They were brought into the public fervice by the advice, and 
under the arrangement of the Duke of Cumberland, who could not be fufpefted of any party 
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766 prepoflcffions, and who was known to poffcfs thofe talents which qualified him to ftand forth 
the tfFeftual friend of his country at fuch a critical junflure. 

The nation was, at this period, involved in circumftances of no common diftrefs; our 
manufa&urcrs wanted employment, commerce was in a kind of flagnant ftate, provifions 
were extravagantly dear, and a numerous populace had not fufficient employment to obtain 
the means of comfortable fubfiftence. Such was the gloonvy profpeft that opened upon us at 
the commencent of this year : nor did the more extended prol’pefls acrofs the Atlantic ocean, 
afford any other obje&s but feenes of /nareby and confufion, in which licentioufnefs was car¬ 
ried to fuch a height, as almoft to afiume another name. 

But fapported as the colonifts were by an cnthufiaftic fpirit of refentment, they very fenfibly 
felt the inconveniences which mull ever arife to a commercial people from an interruption of 
their trade. Their warchoufes, however, were full of Britifh goods, for which they had not 
paid ; and the many refources of fo vaft an extent of country, "abounding in the moft cflcntial 
articles of life, prevented them from feeling the preffure of immediate diftrefs. 

The enormous fums which were owing to our merchants in the colonies, added greatly to 
the public difficulties, by the effcfl that circumflance naturally had on the trading and manu¬ 
facturing part of the community. Thefe debts, amounting to feveral millions, the Ameri¬ 
cans pleaded their inability to pay ; and their very creditors were ready to admit the plea, as 
founded in truth. « 

As the nation was never, perhaps, in a more critical fituation, no administration had greater 
difficulties to encounter than that which had been lately called to the management of public 
affairs. They were under the immediate neceffity of either enforcing the Stamp ad by fire 
anti fword, or of moving its immediate repeal in Parliament. In the former cafe, though 
there was no doubt entertained of the power of Great Britain to crufh the colonies, vet fuch a 
decision would have been cbnfidercd as employing one arm to cut off the other.. 

On the other hand, if the ad ihould be repealed, they might be accufed, with fome appear¬ 
ance of ju dice, of Sacrificing the dignity of the crown, with the interefts of the nation, to 
their own want of refoiution, or a blind opposition to the mcafurcs of their prcdeceflbrs in 
office. 

The lofs of their illuftrious patron, the Duke of Cumberland, was alfo a diminution of 
their Strength and fecurity, which owed fo much to his good fenfe and patriotifm, as well as 
the confidence which the public had fo naturally placed in him. 

Such was the fituation of affairs when the Parliament met at the latter end of the year 1765 . 
Notice was taken from the throne of the importance of thofe matters which had occurred in 
North America, and which were offered as the caufe for affembling the two. houfes fooner 
than was originally intended, that they might have an opportunity to jffue the ncceffary writs 
on the many vacancies which had happened fince the laft feffion, and proceed, immediately 
after the recefs, to the confideration of the very important matters which would then folicit 
their attention. 

There never was any fubjeft debated its the Parliament of Great Britain, in which the pub¬ 
lic appeared to be more deeply interefted than the prefent; while the reft of Europe, particu¬ 
larly the commercial part of it, were by no means inattentive to the event. 

When the Parliament met again, in the month of January, in this year, a Second fpeech 
from the throne recommended the American affairs as the principal objeft of its deliberations. 

Petitions 
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66 Petitions were alfo received, at this time, from the merchants of London, Brifiol, Lair- 
caftcr, Liverpool, Hull, GJafgow, &c. Sec. and indeed from moft of the trading and manu. 
faduring towns in the kingdom. In thefe petitions they fet forth the great decay of their 
trade, owing to the new laws and regulations made for America ; the vaft quantity of our 
manufa&ures {befides thofe articles imported from abroad, which were purchafed either with 
our own maivufadures, or *with the produce of our colonies) which the American trade for¬ 
merly took off our hands ; by . all *which, rnanj thoufands of manufacturers, feamen, and 
labourers, had been employed, to the very great and inercafing benefit of the nation.—-That, 
in return for thefe exports, the petitioners had received from the colonies, rice, indigo, to¬ 
bacco, naval ftores, oil, whale-fins, and latterly pot-afh, with other ftaple commodities ; be¬ 
fides a large balance in remittance^ by bills of exchange and bullion, obtained by the colouifts 
for articles of their produce not. required for the Britilh market, and therefore exported to 
other places. 

That, from the nature of this trade, confifting of Britifh manufadures exported, and of 
the import of raw materials from America, many of them ufed in our manufactures, and all 
of them tending to leflen our dependence on neighbouring ftates, it mud be deemed of the 
firft importance in the commercial fydem of this nation. That this commerce, io beneficial 
to the (late, and fo ncccflary for the lapport of multitudes, then lay under fudi difficulties and 
dil’couragcmcnts, that nothing Id’s than its utte*r ruin was apprehended, without the imme¬ 
diate interpofition of Parliament. 

That the colonies were then indebted to the merchants of Great Britain to rite amount of 
feveral millions failing ; and that when prefled for payment, they appealed to paft experience 
in proof of their willingnefs, but declare it is not in their power to make good their engage¬ 
ments ; alleging, that the taxes and red rid ions laid upon them, and the extension of the jurif- 
didion of the admiralty courts, eftabliihed by feme late ads of Parliament, &c. which have 
fo far interrupted the ufual and former moft fruitful branches of their commerce, reftrained 
the fale of their produce, thrown the llate of the feveral provinces into confufion, and brought 
on fo many aduai bankruptcies, that the former opportunities and means of remittances and 
payments were taken from them. 

In fhort, fuch a number of petitions from every commercial and trading part of the king¬ 
dom, containing fo many interefting fads, ftated and alteftcd by fuch numbers of people, 
whofc lives had been entirely devoted to trade, arid who muft be naturally fuppoled compe¬ 
tent judges of a fubjed to which they had fo clofely attended, (befides as it fin-wed the general 
fenfe of the nation) could not fail of confiderably influencing, and having a great weight with 
Parliament. 

There were alfo petitions-prefented by the agents of the ifland of Jamaica, and the colonics 
of Virginia and Georgia ; but inftcad of lcflcning the fpirit of debate, thefe petitionsencrea- 
fed the fuhjeds of it. At length, however, after a moft unwearied attention to this impor¬ 
tant bufinefs, the Houfe of Commons refolved, without a divifion, that Great Britain pof- 
fefled a legiflative power over her colonies in' all cafes whatfoever. This refolution was fol¬ 
lowed by a bill for the repeal of the ihmp ad ; which, after a length of parliamentary debate 
that had been fcldom or never before known, was carried, on a divifion, by a majority of 
275 to 167; and, with another bill, declaring the fupreme, fovereign authority of Great Bri¬ 
tain over her colonies, on the eighth day of March received the royal aflent. 
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766 Of thefc important afts of Parliament we flxall give the following abftrafts: 

Abftraft of an Aft for the better fecuring the Dependence of his Majcfty’s Dominions in 
America on the Crown of Great Britain. 

1 he preamble fets forth, “ That fcveral of the houfes of reprefentatives in his Majefly’s 
colonies in America, had of late, againft the law, claimed to themfclves, or to the general 
afiemblies of the fame, the foie and excluflve right of impoftng duties and taxes on his Ma- 
jefty s fubjefts in the faid colonies, ajpd have paC#d certain votes, vcfolutions, and orders, 
derogatory to the authority of Parliament, and inconfiftent with the dependency of the faid 
colonies upon the crown of Great Britain : if is therefore declared, that the faid colonies have 
been, are, and of right ought to be, fubordinate unto, and dependent on, the imperial crown 
and Parliament of Great Britain ; and that the King and Parliament of Great Britain had, 
hath, and of,right ought to have, full power and authority to make laws and flatutcx of l'uffi- 
cient force to bind the colonies, and his Majsfty’s fubjefts in* them, in all cafes whatibever. 

“ And it is furtherdeclared, that all refolutions* votes, orders, and proceedings in any of 
the faid colonies, whereby the power, and authority of the King, Lords, and Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament aflembied, is denied or drawn into queftion, are, and are hereby 
declared to be utterly null and void, to all intents and purpofes wliatlocvcr.” 

Abftraft of an Aft for repealing the Stamp Aft. 

J his aft fets forth, “ I hat as the continuance of the former ail would be attended with 
many inconveniences, and may be produftive of confequences greatly detrimental to thecom- 
mercialSnterefts of thefe kingdoms, it is therefore, from and after the firft of May, 1766, 
with the fcveral matters and things contained in it, hereby repealed and made void, to ail in¬ 
tents and purpofes vvhatfocver.” 

On the 6th of June a bill was alfo brought into Parliament, to indemnify thofc who had 
incurred penalties on account of the {lamp, aft, See. and a requilition was made by government 
to the North American provinces to indemnify fuch perfons as had buffered in their property 
by the late riots, by making them a proper compenfation for the Ioffes they bad fuftained ; 
which, aner fome time, was accordingly done. At the fame time, a bill was palled for open¬ 
ing free ports, under certain refhiftions, in different parts of the Welt Indies. 

1 his adminiftration, who, by their conduft, were endeavouring to fecure popularity, could 
not take a more ready method to obtain poffcffion of that objeft than by the repeal of the cyder 
aft, \\hich took place during this feffion. l ew laws had ever been palicd in this country 
which had proved lo obnoxious to the people in general, but efpccially to thole of the cydtr 
counties, than that aft had been : the repeal of it was accompanied with proportionate matks 
of public approbation. 

Lut government was not wholly employed in domeftic concerns j foreign tranfaftions pof- 
ftfied a proper flrare of their attention : and it was in this year that a final fcttlemcnt of the 
long contebed bufimfs 01 the Canada bills took place. As this tranfaftion occupied a tedious 
length of negociation, and may claim a place among the commercial events of this period, we 
(hall relate the particular cjrcuraftances of it. 

When Canada *vas in pofleffion of the French, it was an annual lois to the government, 
although its trade was very profitable to individuals, and to the kingdom in general. 
t The method the French government took to pay the fubjefts of Canada the balance due to 
tnem, was by givmg them either bills of exchange on the royal treafury, or what they call 
ordonnances, of which the following was the form: 


20 fols 
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ao fols- Colonies, 1757. 

Dcpenfes generates. 

No. 44,195. 

II fera tenu compte par le Roi, au mois d’Odobre prochain, de la fomme de vingt fols, 
valeur en lafoumiffion da trefbrier, reflee au bureau du contiole. 

• A Quebec, 1 c premier Juin, 1757. 

Bigot. 

Thcfe bills were given from a thoufand livres to feven-pence halfpenny, and were preferred 
by the inhabitants to current coin. In the month of O&obcr of every year, every 011c was at 
liberty to bring thcfe ordonnances to the intendant’s ofhcc, and had a right to demand bill.; of 
exchange on Old France in payment. This right gave the paper currency a preference even 
over ready calh, as the government would not take calh for bills of exchange. 

Although the inhabitants might have brought all their ordonnances to the’year 1759 for 
payment, yet being as current, and more ufeful than calh, conlidarable quantities always re¬ 
mained in the country ; and, as a proof, there were ftill extant fome of thefc ordonnances of 
the year 17-29. 

In the year 1759, the intendant, and others concerned in the government of Canada, iflhed 
out very confiderable quantities of bills of exchange, which they pretended were for the uie of 
the government; but as the French court charged thrtn with mal-admiuiAration, this point 
continued in difpute til! they were fcntcnccd to make reftitution. On being informed of this 
fentence, the Englilh merchants, who were, as we have mentioned under a former year, deeply 
concerned in Canada paper, applied to government, for the purpofe of obtaining their fhare in 
the appointed reftitution ; and after a length of negociation which the bulinefs did not feem to 
require, the following convention for the liquidation of the Canada paper money belonging to 
the fubjefts of the King of Great Britain and Iris Aloft Chriftiau Majcfty, was executed on 
the 29th of March, in this year. 

“ Article I. His Excellency General Conway, inverted with foil powers and authorifations, 
accepts for the .Britilb proprietors and holders of Canada paper, and in their names, the reduc¬ 
tion of the laid paper, on the footing of 50 per cent, for the bills of exchange, and fucli part 
of the certificates as arc entitled to the laid payments and of 75 per cent, for the ordonnances, 
cards, and the remaining part of the certificates ; and to icceive for the 50 and 25 per cent, of 
the reduced principal, leconnoiftances, or rent contrafls, which flrall bear :.n annual intereft 
from the ift of January, 1765, of 4 ! per cent, to bo fubjcdJed to the dixiemc from the faid 
ift of January, 1765, in as many icconnoiflances as it lhail fust- the holders to divide their 
liquidated principals into, provided that each rcconnoillance flrall not he for more than tooo 
livres Tournois. which rcconnoiffimces lhail fhare the fame fate for their reimburfement as 
the other debts of the ftate, and lhail not be fubjeiftcd to any reduction whatlbcvcr. The whole 
conformably to the arrets of the council blued in l"ranee the 29th June, 2d July, 1764, 29th 
and 31ft December, 1765. 

‘‘ II. In order to aieertain the Britiflr property of this paper at the period, and according 
to the meaning of the declaration annexed to the laft treaty of peace with France, each pro¬ 
prietor or holder fhal! be obliged to make a declaration thereof upon oatli, in the form and 
terms which lhail be hereafter preferibed. in confequencc o! a further delay, which his Molt 
Chriftiau Majcfty grants them to ill of October, 1766 ; after the expiration of which, luch o<-' 
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tybo the papers as fh.ilt not have been declared and tendered to be liquidated, (hall remain,excluded, 
null, and of no value. 

“ III. Tbcfe declarations on the part of the proprietors and holders of this paper, lhall he 
accompanied by an oath, to be taken before the lord mayor of the city of London, or fucli 
other magiftratc in perfon as lhall be named for that purpofc, in i'uch place, and at fuch-times, 
as fltalI be fpccified in the prefence of the commifiarjp or djppdfecs appointed, as well on the 
part of the court of France as on the part of the prqpnetors of this paper; which comm ilia ties 
or deputies lhall be allowed to a Ik, through the magiftratc who adminifters the oath, fuch ques¬ 
tions of the deponent as they lhall judge nccelfary, relative to the objeft of the oath. 

“ IV. Each declaration lhall contain only what belongs to one holder, whether they arc 
his own property, or held by him for account of others ; mentioning therein his name, qua¬ 
lity, and place of abode; and this declaration lhall be* made conformable to the model an¬ 
nexed to the prefent convention* 

“ V. Duplicates Ih^ll be made of thefe declarations, certified to be true, figned by tlte 
holders of the faid papers, and previoufiy delivered to the Englifh and French commiflarics or 
deputies, who lhall be obliged, three days after receiving thefe declarations, to aifift at the 
taking of the oath before the magiftratc appointed for that purpofc. 

“ VI. As this paper may, lince the laft treaty of peace, have palled into the hands of three 
different claflcs of proprietors, namely,‘.he aSual proprietors, the intermediate, and the ori¬ 
ginal ; the form of an oath fuitable for cadi clafs of proprietors lhall be prcfc'ribed in the three 
following articles. 

[The feventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth afticles, contain only the forms of oaths.} 

“ XI. After the adminiftration of the oaths, there lhall, within the fpace of three days, be 
delivered to each a&ual proprietor or holder, a certificate of its being Britilh property bv the 
magiftrate who adminifters the oaths; which certificate Ural! be reviled and figned by the rc- 
fpeftive commilfaries or deputies, and lhall contain an account of each fort of paper which 
lhall have been therein proved Britilh property ; in order, that by means of this voucher, the 
polTefTor may prefent his paper to the office of the commiliion at Paris, there to be examined, 
revifed, and liquidated, and converted into reconnoifihnces, or rent contrafts, according to the 
reduction fixed and agreed upon c everything lhall meet with all poffible difpatch, and the 
holders of this paper lhall be at no expence wliatfocver. 

“ XII. In cafe any unforefeen accident lhall have deprived any p.Tual proprietor of this 
paper of an intermediate proof between him and the firft proprietor who received it from 
Canada, fo as that the proofs which precede and follow that which ought to join them, and 
which is miffing, feern to have report and belong to each other ; in that cafe only the rcfpcc- 
tive commiflarics or deputies lhall be empowered to admit the paper it relates to as Britilh 
property, if they think proper, notwithftanding the deficiency which lhall have broke the link 
of the proof: and if the refpeftive commiflarics or deputies lhall chance to differ in opinion, 
the decifion of the objefifc in qucltion lhall be referred to his Britannic Majefty’s Secretary of 
State, and to the ainbafiador of his moil Cbriftian Majefty 
“ XIII. In virtue of the foregoing arrangement, the court of France grants to the Britilh 
proprietors of this paper, an indemnification of premium of 3,000,000 of livres Tournois, 
payable in the following manner, viz. 500,000 livres Tournois, which lhall be paid in fpecie 
to lus Britannic Majefty’s ambaflador at Paris in the courfe of April next; and 2,500,000livres 
Tournois, in reconnoifiances or rent coatrafts, of the fame nature as thofe which lhall be 
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1766 given for the 50 and 25 per cent, on the capitals of the bills of exchange, cards, ordonnances, 
he. hut the intereft of which (hall only run from January j, 1766; which fum of 2,500,000 
livres I ournois, fhail be delivered to the aforefaid ambailador immediately after the ratifica¬ 
tion and exchange of the prelent convention, in reconnoifiance of 1,000 livres I'ournois each 
on the exprefs condition^that ail the Canada paper belonging to Britifh fubjefts, not liquidat¬ 
ed, fhail lhare the faiwtWte, for it* reimburfement as French paper, and ihall come in courl'e 
of‘payment with the debts-of the%afe, the reconnoiflances or rent contrafts whereof Ihall be 
paid as. the other debts, without being fubjefted to any reduction wbatfoever; and on the fur¬ 
ther condition, that all the Englifh proprietors of the faid paper Ihall give up every particular 
indemnification from anycaufeand pretext vvhatfoever. 

“ xlv - The folemn ratifications of the prcfent convention Ihall be exchanged in good and 
due form, in this city of London 1 , between the two co«rts, within the fpace of one month, or 
iooncr H it be poflible, to be reckoned from the day of figning the prcfent convention. 

“ fin witnefs whereof, we the under-written minifters plenipotgntiary of the faid two courts, 
have figtied in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the prcfent convention, and 
caufed it to be fealed with our arms. 

“ Done at London, this 29th day of March, 1766. 

“ H. S. CONWAY, (L. S.) 

• “ Count De GUERCHY, (L. S.)” 

In confequence of this convention, the committee of London merchants appointed by the 
holders, See. of Canada bills, prefented the following memorial: 

“ I hat the 13 articles of the convention made with the court of France, for the final fet- 
tlcmcnt ot the Canada bills, is, of itfelf, infufficient to explain to the proprietors of the faid 
bills, in what manner the fum ol three millions of livres, granted by the court of France, as 
an indemnification or premium, is to be diftrlbutcd. 

“ 1 hcrcforc humbly folicit your Excellency to permit the following explanation, which is 
founded on the committee’s propofition for the payment of thefe papers, delivered on the 27th 
of December laft, to be annexed to the convention, and publilhed therewith, for the infor¬ 
mation of all whom it may concern. 

“ And your raemorialifts, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

“ Brook Watson, 

London, Jpril 28, 1766. “ Robert Allen, 

“ Francis Rybot. 

“ Robert Hunter, 

“ Isidore Lynch, 

“ Charles Chock at, 

“ William Greenwood, 

“ Robert Grant, 

“ Daniel Vialars.” 

The committee’s explanation, relative to the diflribution of the 3,000,000 of livres granted 
by the Court of France, as a premium or indemnification in the thirteenth article of the fore¬ 
going convention. 

“ This indemnification having been granted by the Court of France, in confcqucnce of 
repeated propofitions made by the committee appointed for the management of this bufincl's, 
and approved of by the proprietors and holder of the faid papers at various general meetings 

Vol. IV. M aflcmbled 
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1766 aficmbled'for that purpofc, at which the diflribution of the faid indemnification or premium, 
which was the balls of the convention fince acceded to, vv'as determined and agreed upon. 

. “ The committee think it a duty incumbent on them, for the better information of every 
Dritifh proprietor or holder of Canada paper, to publifh the particulars of the faid dillribution, 
which they arc now enabled to do with ptecifton. 

“ In order to form a judgment, as near as poffiblc, of /hfljhduc of each kind of paper, it 
will be neceffary to lay before the public a Hate thereof, as it will Hand reduced, agreeable to 
the terms of the convention, and an Sccount of the proportional part of the indemnification 
or premium of 3,000,000 of livres, which each fpecies of paper will be entitled to receive, 
after the clofing of the liquidation ; i. e. the firft of Oftober next. 

“ By the moft exaft eftimates which it has been potlible to make, as well as by the regifters 
of the Court of France, it appears, that there fliUVxifts unliquidated, Livres. 

“ B ills of exchange and certificates about, ' — . — 4,000,000 

“ Ordonnances and cards, &c. — — — 12,000,00a 

Total, 16,000,000 

“ Which, when liquidated and converted into rcconnoifiances, will produce as under: 

“ Four millions paid at 50 per cent. — *— —- 2,000,000 

“ Twelve millions at 25 per cent. ‘ — — — 3,000,000 

“ The capital of the liquidated debt, — —- 5,000,000 

“ llie diftribution of the 2,500,000 livres in reconnoifiances, and the 500,000 livres in 
fpecic, agreeable to the propofition, in confcquence of which the fame was obtained, wilt be 
as follows : Livres in > reoii- 

“ On the ordonnances and other papers payable on the footing of 25 noijjimces. 

percent. — — — — *•«..— 1,500,000 

“ On the fame, being a proportional part of the remaining million of 
reconnoifiances, which is to be divided on the liquidated capital of the 
whole debt, which amounts to the computed fum of 5,000,000, — 600,000 

Total, 2,100,000 


** The 500,000 livres in fpccie, being granted as an equivalent for the lofs which would 
arife by receiving the 2,500,000 livres for the indemnification in rcconnoifiances, it mult be 
proportionably divided in the fame manner as the reconnoifiances, viz, it' 2,500,000 livres 
receive 500,000 livres, what will 2,100,000 receive? Anfvver, 420,000 livres in fpecic. 

“ To be divided in the month of November next, on the fup- 
pofed 12,000,000 of ordonnances, cards, he. — 2,520,000 

“ On the bills of exchange, and fuch certificates as are paid on 
the footing of 50 per cent, the remaining part of the million of rc- 
ccnnoifiances, — — — 400,000 

“ Proportion of the 500,000 in fpecic, being i-5th or 20 per 
cent, on 400,000, — — — 80,000 

“ Total on the bills of exchange, he. — —-- 480,000 


3,000,000 


T!.s 


“ Amount of indemnification granted. 
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1766 “ The above recited Aim of 3,000,000 of livres, will be paid by the committee in No¬ 

vember next, to fuch proprietors who fhall, in the O&ober preceding, produce to them a cer¬ 
tificate figned by the Englifh commiffary, appointed to adjuft the liquidation of thefe elfedts, 
certifying, that fuch fums as tbofe on which the proprietors demand a proportion of the in¬ 
demnification or premium, had been proved on oath to have been Britifh property, in con¬ 
formity to the tenor of nie convention. This certificate to be accompanied with a bordereau 
of liquidation made at Paris, and certified to be true by the commiffioncrs appointed by his 
Moll Chrifiian Majcfty to liquidate the Canada bills. 

“ Brook Watson*. 

“ Robert Allen. 

(i Francis Ryf.ot. 

“ Robert Hunter., 

“ Isidore Lynch. 

“ CllARLEsJ^ROCKAT. 

“ William Greenwood. 

“ Robe;rt Gr a nt. 

“ Daniel Viai.ars.” 

In this year alfo, an advantageous commercial treaty was concluded between Great Britain 
and RufTia, in tbe arrangement of which, and removing thofe obilacles which impeded its 
completion, much praife is due to the zeal, induftry, arid abilities of Sir George, now Lord 
Macartney, the then Britifh miniflcr at the court of Peterfburg. . 

M ; e fhall be juBificd, by every commercial confideration, in giving this treaty at large. 

“ Article 1 . The peace, friendfhip, and good underflanding, which have hitherto happily 
fulfilled between their Majeflies of Great Britain and of all the Ruflias, fhall be ratified and 
confirmed by this treaty ; fo that from this time forward, and in all time coming, there fhall he 
be tween the crown of Great Britain on the one hand, and the crown of all the Rutlias on the 
other; as alfo between the Bates, countries, kingdoms, dominions, and tcrritoiies, that are 
fubjeft to them, a true, lincere, firm, and perfefl peace, friendfhip, and good underflanding, 
which fhall lafl for ever, and {hall be inviolably obierved, as w . by fea as by land, and on the 
frefh waters ; and the fubje&s, people and inhabitants on the one part and on the other, of 
what Bate or condition foever they be, fhall perform to each other all a£ts of kindnefs ar.d af- 
fifiance pofiible, and fhall not do one another any hurt or injury whatever. 

“ II. The fubje&s of the two high contra&ing powers, fliall have full liberty of navigation 
and commerce in all the Bates fituated in Europe, where navigation and commerce are per¬ 
mitted at prefent, or fhall be permitted hereafter by the high contra&ing parties, to any other 
nation. 

“ HI. It is agreed, that the fubjefts of the two high contra&ing parties fhall have leave to 
enter, trade, and remain with their Blips, boats and carriages, loaded or unloaded, in all the 
potts, places and towns, where fuch leave is granted to the fubjefts of any other nation; and 
the failors, paffiengers and Blips, as well Britifh as Ruffian, though there fhould be among 
their crews lubjefts of fome other foreign nation, fhall be received and treated as the moft 
favoured nation ; and neither the failors nor paflengers fit all he forced to enter, again:! their 
will, into the fervicc of either of the two contraaing powers, excepting, however, fuch of 
their fubiefts as they may want for their own proper let vice ; and if a domefiic or labor ddeit 
his fervicc or his fhip, he fhall be reflored. It is likewife agreed, that the fuhjcas of the high 
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1766 contrafting parties fhali have leave to purchafc, at the current price, all forts of commodities 
of which they may {land in need; to repair and refit their {hips, boats and carriages ; to pur- 
chafe all kinds of provifions for their prefent fubfiftance of their voyage; and to remain or 
depart at their pleafure, without let or impediment, provided they conform to the laws and 
ordinances of the relpeftive ftates of the high contra fling parties where they may happen to be. 
In like manner the Ruffian Ihips that are navigating the fea* and are met by Englilh {hips, 
{hall not be impeded in the courfc of their voyage, provided, in tire Britifh fea, they conform 
to the eftablifhed praftice; but, on the contrary, fhali receive from them all kind of aiMance, 
as well in the ports of the dominion of Great Britain as in the open fea. 

“ IV. It is agreed, that the fubjefls of Great Britain {hall be at liberty to bring, by water 
or by land, into all or into fuch provinces of Ruffia, where freedom of trade is permitted to 
the fubjefls of any other nation, all forts of merchandize or effefls, the traffic or entry of 
which is not prohibited : and in like manner the fubjefls of R*uffia Ihall be at liberty to bring, 
buy and fell freely, inwall, or in fuch Hates of Great Britain where freedom of trade is per¬ 
mitted to the fubjefls of any other nation, all forts of merchandize and effefts, the traffic and 
entry of which is not prohibited; which is alfo to be equally underftood of the manufactures 
and produfts of the Afiatic provinces, provided this is not aflually forbid by feme law at pre¬ 
fent in force in Great Britain; comprehending all forts of merchandize effefts, which the fub¬ 
jefls of any other nation may buy there, and tranfport into other countries, particularly 
wrought gold and fiver, excepting the current coin of Great Britain ; and in order to preferve 
a juft eqpality between the Ruffian and Britifh merchants, with regard to the exportation of, 
provifions and other commodities, it is farther ftipulated, that the fubjefls of Ruffia fhali pay 
the fame duties on exportation, that are paid by the Britifh merchants on exporting the fame 
effefts from the ports of Ruffia; but then each of the high contrafling parties fhali referve to 
itfclf the liberty of making, in the interior parts of its dominions, fuch particular arrangements 
as it {hall find expedient for encouraging and extending its own navigation. The Ruffian 
merchants Ihall enjoy the fame liberties and privileges as the Britifh merchants of the Ruffian 
company enjoy; and, as the defign of the two high contrafling parties, and the intention of 
this treaty, is to facilitate the reciprocal commerce of their fubjefls, and to extend its limits 
and mutual advantages, it is agreed, that the Britifh merchants trading in the dominions of 
Ruffia, fhali have liberty, in cafe of death, a preffing exigency, or abfolute neceffity, when 
there are no other means of procuring money, or in cafe of bankruptcy, to difpofe of their 
effefts, whether of Ruffian or foreign merchandize, in fuch manner as the perfons concerned 
ihall find moft advantageous. The fame thing fhali he obferved with regard to the Ruffian 
merchants in the dominions of Great Britain. All which, however, is to be underftood with 
this reftriftion, that every fort of permiffion, on the one fide and on the other, fpecified in 
this article, fhali not be in any thing contrary to the law's of the country; and the Britifii, as 
well as the Ruffian merchants and their faftors, fhali punflually conform to the rights, ftatutes 
and ordinances of the country where they trade, in order to pievent all kind of fraud and im- 
pofition. It is for this reafon, that the decifion of fuch events happening to the Britifh compt- 
ing-houfes in Ruffia, fhali be fubmitted, at Peterfburg, to the college of commerce, and in 
other towns where there is no college of commerce, to the tribunals that have the cognizance 
of commercial affairs. 

“ V. It is agreed, that the fubjefls of Great Britain, if they have no rixdollars to pay the 
cuftoras or other duties for the merchandize which they import or export, iliall be allowed to 

pay 
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1766 pay them in other foreign coin of a known name and eftablifhed value, equal to that of the 
rixdollar, or in the current coin of Ruffia, the rixdoilar valued at 125 copecs (or pennies). 

“ VI. All poffible affiftance and difpatch (hall, be given to the loading and unloading of 
fhips, as well for the importation as the exportation of commodities, according to the regula¬ 
tions on that head eftabliflied; and they {hall not be in any manner detained, under the penal¬ 
ties denounced in the faid regulations. In like manner, if the fubjefls of Great Britain make 
contrails with any chancery or collect*whatever to deliver certain commodities or effeits, upon 
notifying that fuch commodities are ready to be delivered, and after they fltall have been ac¬ 
tually delivered at the time fpccified in thefe contrails, they fltall be received; and immedi¬ 
ately thereupon, the accounts fltall be fettled and cleared between the faid college or chancery 
and the Britifh merchants, at the time fixed in the faid contrails. The fame conduct fltall be 
oblerved towards Ruffian merchants in the dominions of Great Britain. 

“ VII. it is agreed, that the fubjedls of Great Britain may, in all the towns and places of 
Ruffia where freedom of trade is permitted to any other nation, jtay for the commodities they 
purchafe in the fame current com-! of Ruffia which they take for the commodities they fell, un- 
lcfs in their contrails they have ftipulated the contrary ; and this ought equally to be under- 
itood of Ruffian-commodities in the dominions of Great Britain. 

“ VIII. In the places where embarkations are ordinarily made, permiffion {hall be granted 
to the fubjeils of the high contrailing parties, tcfload their fliips and carriages with, and tranf- 
port by water or by land, all fuch forts of commodities as they fliall have purchafcd, (with an 
exception, however, ofthofe whofe exportation is prohibited) upon paying the puftoms, pro¬ 
vided thefe fhips and carriages conform to the laws. 

“ IX. The l'ubjcfts of the high contrafling parties fliall pay no greater duty for the im¬ 
portation or exportation of their commodities than is paid by the fubjefts of other nations.— 
Nevcrthelefs, to prevent, on both tides, the defrauding of the cuftoms, if it fliould be difeo- 
vered that commodities have been entered clandctlinely, and without paying the cuftoms, 
they fliall be confifcatcd j but, befides that, no other punishment Hull be infiiited upon the 
merchants on either fide. 

“ X. Permiffion {hall be granted to the fubjcfls of the two contrafhng parties to go, come, 
and trade freely with thofe ft arts, with which one or other of the parties lhall at that time, or 
at any future period, be engaged in- war, provided they do not carry military {lores to 
the enemy. From this permiffion, however, are excepted places a finally blocked up, or be- 
fieged, as well by lea as by land ; but, at all other tiiqes, and with the fingic exception of mi¬ 
litary llorcs, the above-laid fubjcfls may tranfport to thefe places all forts of commodities, as 
well as pafiengers, without the icaft impediment. With regard to the learching of merchant 
fliips, men of war and privateers lhall behave as favourably as the reafon of the war, at that 
time exiiling, can poffibly permit towards the moft friendly powers that lhall remain neuter; 
obferving, as far as may be, the principles and maxims of the law of nations, that are generally 
acknowledged. 

“ XI. All cannon, mortars, mulkets, piftols, bombs, grenades, bullets, balls, fufees, flint- 
ftones, matches, powder, faltpctre, fulphur, breaft-platcs, pikes, fwords, belts, cartouch-bags, 
faddles and bridles, beyond the quantity that may be necefiary for the ufe of the fhip, or be¬ 
yond what every man ferving on board the {hip, and every paflengcr ought to have, lhall be 
accounted ammunition or military {lores ; and, if found, {hall be confifcatcd, according to 
law, as contraband goods, or prohibited commodities; but neither the {hips nor pafiengers, 

nor 
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before tbeir departure, to confign the effects which they (hall hot « ye. have d.fpofcd of as 
well as the debts that fliall be due to them, to fuch perfons as they fhall think pioper, in order 
to difpofe of them according to their defire,' and for their benefit; which debts, the debtors 
fhall be obliged to pay in the fame manner as if no fuch rupture had happened. 

a XI 1 J. Jn cafe of a fhipwreck happening in any place belonging to one or other -of the 
high contracting parties, not only fhall all kind of affiflance b* given to the unhappy fufferers, 
and no fort of violence fhall be offered to them, but even the eflfcfts which they fhall have 
faved themfelves, or which they fhall have thrown overboard into the fca, fhall not he con¬ 
cealed, withheld, or damaged, under any pretext whatfoever; outlie contrary, the above-laid 
effefts and commodities fhall be preferred and rcflored to them, upon their giving a moderate 
rccoropence to thofe who fhall have alfifted them in faring their lives, their ihips, and their 
commodities. 

“ XIV. Pcrmiflion fhall be granted to Britifh merchants to build, buy, fell, and hirehoufes 
in all the territories and towns of Ruflia; excepting, however, with regard to the pcrmiflion of 
buildin" and buying houfes in thofe towns of Ruffia which have particular rights of burghcr- 
fhip, and privileges incontinent with fuch indulgence ; and it is exprefsiy fpccilied, that at 
St. Pctcrfburgb, Mofcow, and Archangel, the houfes which the Britifh merchants fhall buy, 
or caufe to be'built, fliall be exempt from all quartering of foldiers, as long as they Brail belong 
to them, and fhall be inhabited by them ; but with regard to the houfes which they fhall hire 
or let. thefe fhall be fubjefit to all the uf'ual charges of the town ; the tenant and landlord fet¬ 
tling that matter between them. As to every other town of Ruffia. the houfes which they 
fhall purchale or caufe to be built, in the fame maimer as thofe which they fhall hire or let, 
ihal! not be exempted from the quartering of foldiers. Pcrmiflion Brail likcwilc be granted 
the Ruffian merchants to build, buy, fell, and let houfes in Great Britain and Ireland, in the 
fame manner as is done by the fubjefts of the moft favoured nations. They fhall enjoy the 
free cxercifc of tire Greek religion m their houfes, or in fuch places as are dcflincd for that 
purpofe ; and in like manner the Britifh merchants fhall enjoy the free cxercifc of the Protef- 
taiit relirioru The fubjc&s of either power, eftabliflied in Ruffia or in Great Britain, fhall 
have power to difpofe of their eftates, audio leave them by will to whomfoever they think 
proper, following the cuftoms and laws oftheir own proper country. 

“ XV. Paflports fhall be granted to all Britifh fubjefts who dcfire to quit the dominions of 
Ruffia, two months after they fliall have fignified their detign of departing, without obliging 
them to give fecurity; and if, in that time there appear no juft caufe for detaining them, they 
fhall be allowed to go; nor fhall they be obliged to apply, for that purpofe, to any other quar¬ 
ter than to the college ofcommerce, or to that which may hereafter he rilablifhed in its place. 
1 ’he fame cafv methods of departing fhall, upon like occafions, and agreeable to the cuflom of 
the country, be granted to Ruffian merchants, who want to quit the dominions of Great 
Britain. 
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1766 “ XVI, Britifli merchants, who fhall hire or employ domeftics, Cull, in this particular, be 

obliged to conform themfelves to the laws of this empire. And Ruffian merchants fhall be 
equally obliged to do the fame in Great Britain. 

“ XVII. In all law-fuits, and other proceedings, the Britifli merchants fhall be amenable 
only to the college of commerce, or to that which lhall hereafter be eftaLlifhed for the admini- 
ft ration of juftice between merchants. But, if it fliould happen that the Britifli merchants 
fhould have law-fuits in any place at ^a diftance from the above-mentioned college of com¬ 
merce, both they and the adverfe pafty fhall prefer their complaints to the magiftrate of the 
fsid towns ; with this provifo, however, that the Britifh merchants fhall have the right to ap¬ 
peal from the fentence of the magiftrate, and to demand that of the college of commerce, if 
they find thcmfclves aggrieved. The Ruffian merchants in the dominions of Great Britain, 
fhpll, in their turn, have the lame^roteftion and juftice, which, according to the laws of that 
kingdom, are granted to qther foreign merchants, and fhall be treated as the fubjeits of the 
inoft favoured nation. 

“ XVIII. The Britifli merchants in Ruffia, and the Ruffian nferchants in Great Britain, 
fltall not be obliged to fhew their books or papers to any perfon whatever, unlefs it be to make 
proof in the court of juftice; ft ill lei's fhall the faid books or papers be taken or detained 
from them. If, however, the calc fliould happen, that any Britifli merchant becomes bank¬ 
rupt, he fhall he amenable at St. Peterfburgh to the college of commerce, or to that which lhall 
hereafter be cftablifhed for the adminiftration of juftice in mercantile affairs ; and in other 
remote towns, to the magiftrate of the place ; and he fltall be proceeded again ft according to 
the laws that are or fhall be made for this purpofe. Nevertheless, if the Britifli mctchants, 
without becoming bankrupt, refufe to pay their debts, whether to the treafury of her Imperial 
Majefty, or to individuals, it fltall be lawful to lay an arreft upon part of their cftkcls equiva¬ 
lent to their debts; and, in cafe thefc eftccls fliould not be fufficient for difeharging l'uch debts, 
they may thcmfclves be arrefted and detained in cuftody, until fuclt time as the greater part of 
their creditors, as well with refpeft to number, as to the value of their refpeflivc demands, 
have conlbnted to their enlargement. With regard to their c/lefts laid under arreft, they.fhall 
remain as a depofit in the hands of thofe who lhall be named and duly authorifed for that pur- 
pole, by the greater part of their creditors, as is above fpecificd ; which delegates fliall be ob¬ 
liged to apprail'c the effects as (bon as poffiblc, and to make a juft and fair diilribution of them 
to all the creditors, in proportion to their refpefVive demands. The fame procedure fliall, in 
like cales, lie obferved towards the Ruffian merchants in the dominions of Great Riitain, and 
they fliall be there protected agreeably to the regulatiorts made in the preceding arti.ic. 

XIX. In cafe of complaints and law-fuits, three petfons ot fair and unblcmithed charac¬ 
ter among the foreign merchants, fhall, with a proper regard to circumftanccs, be named by 
the college of commerce ; and where there is no fuclt college, by tlic magiftrate, to examine 
the books and papers of the parties; and the report they fltall make to the college of com¬ 
merce, or to the magiftrate, of what they lhall find in the laid books or papers, fhall be held a 
good proof. 

“ XX. The commiffioncrs of the cuftoms fltall have the charge of examining the fervants 
or clerks of the Ruffian merchants, when they caulc their goods to be entered, whether they 
have, for that cfFcfl, the otders or full povvcis of the mailers, and it they have not iuch, they 
fhall not he credited. The fame conduit fhall be oMenrd towards the fervants of the Britifli 
merchants; and, when the laid fervants, having the 01 dvrs or lull powers ot their mailers, 
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1766 lhall caufc their goods to be ftntered on account of their matters, thefe hft fhall be as refpon- 
iii’le as if they rhemfelves had caufcd them to be entered. Ah the Ruffian fervants employed 
in the (bops lhall likewife be regiilered, and their matters fliall anfwcr for them in the affairs of 
trade, and in the bargains which they make in their name. 

“ XXI. In cafe the Ruffian merchants who are indebted to the Britifh merchants with¬ 
draw from the places of their abode to other parts or diftri£ts, the college of commerce, after ' 
complaints fhall have been made to them on the fijbjeft, and proofs of the debts have been 
adduced, Hull cite them three times, allowing them'a fuflkient fpace to appear in perfon ; and 
if they do not appear within the term preferihed, the faid college fhall condemn them, and (hall 
fend, at the expence of the plaintiff, an exprefs to the governors and way wodes, with orders to 
put the fentence in execution, and thus fhall oblige the debtors to pay the fonts fpecificd. 

“ XXII. The brokerage fhall be fettled with juflicfte, and the brokers fliall lie refponfihle 
for thg qualities of the goods and fraudulent package ; and fliall be obliged, after fufficicnt 
proofs produced againft them, to make up the Ioffes to which they have given occafion. 

“ XXIII. A regulation fhall be made to prevent the abufes that may be committed in the 
package of leather, hemp, and flax ; and, if any difpute happen between the buyer and the 
feller concerning the weight or the tare, the commiffioners of the cuftoms fhall determine it 
according to equity. 

“ XXIV- In order the more effeftually to encourage and promote the trade of Great Bri¬ 
tain, it is agreed, that, for the future, the Englifh woollen cloths hereafter Ipecified, fhall not 
pay an^ greater duties on entry than are fettled in this article: viz. Englifh cloth for the ufc 
of the foldiery, fhall pay, in rixdollars, only two copecs, or pennies, for every arfheen, or 71'- 
yards, as a duty on entry ; coarfe cloth of the county of York, known in the Ruffian tariff by 
the name of Coftrogy, fhall only pay two copecs for every arfheen : broad flannel lhall only 
pay one copec per arfheen ; narrow flannel lhall only pay three-fourths of a copec pcrailhecn, 
ail as duty on entry. And in every thing that regards the imports and duties payable or> the im¬ 
portation or exportation of commodities in general, the fubjefts of Great Britain fliall always 
be confidered and treated as the moft favoured nation. 

“ XXV, The peace, friendfliip, and good underttanding fliall continue for ever between 
the high contrafting^parties; and, as it is cuftomary to fix a certain term to the duration of 
treaties of commerce, the above-mentioned high contra&ing parties have agreed, that this 
treaty fhall continue for twenty ycar&, counting from the day of flgning ; and after the expira¬ 
tion of that term, they may agree upon the means to renew and prolong it. 

“ XXVI. The prefent treaty of navigation and commerce fliall be approved and ratified by 
his Britannic Majefty and by her Imperial Majefty; and the ratifications, in due and lawful 
form, fhall be exchanged at St. Peterfburgh, in the fpace of three months, or fooner, if pof- 
dible, counting from the day of figning. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the under-figned, in virtue of the full powers granted to us by 
his Majefty the King of Great Britain, and by her Imperial Majefty of all the Ruffias, 
have figned the prefent treaty, and thereto fet our feals. Done at St. Peterfburgh, 
this 20th day of June, 1766. 

“ George Macartney, (L. S.) Nikita Panin, (L. S.) 

(L. S.) Erncft, Count Munich. 

(L. S.) Pr. A. Galitzin, 

(L. S.) Gr. Tcploff.” 


At 
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1766 At this period, addrefles from the cities of London, Briftol, and Norwich, as well as other 
confldeiable corporations, &c. were prcfented to his Msjefty on the high price of corn; in con- 
fequence of which, three royal proclamations were iffaed as follow : 

The firft, dated September 10, far putting the laws in execution againft foreftalling, re¬ 
grating, and engroffing, &c. 

The fccond, dated September 26, for laying an embargo on all Ihips bclcn, or to be laden 
in the ports of Great Britain, with jtfheat or wheat flour, to be exported to foreign parts, and 
to continue the fame ro the 14th of November following. 

The third, of the fame date, for prohibiting the diftillatian of fpirits from any wheat, 
wheat meal, wheat flour, See. to the 14th bf November. 

The city of Norwich, in the inftruftions it tranfmitted to its reprefentatives in Parliament, 
on the dearnefs and fcarcity of provifions of ail forts at this time, dated, “ that unlefs fome 
“ method could be difeovered to reftrain this growing evil, it would prove fatal to the woollen 
■ “ manufafturc, which,” thefc inftruftions add, £4 had not been preferred without the greateft 

e ‘ difficulty.” 

On the meeting of Parliament in November, the two Houfes addreffed the Throne on the 
occafion; in confequence of which, his Majefty was pleafed to iflue another proclamation for 
continuing the embargo already laid on the exportation of corn, &c. for which afts of in¬ 
demnity alfo paffed to fuch perforis as carried the above orders of council into execution. 

The following is a correct account of the number of Ihips, which were entered inwards and 
cleared outwards during this year, from the ports of Liverpool and Briftol, including only 
one arrival for the fame vcflel: 

Liverpool. Bristol. 


Inward. 

Outward. 

Inward. 

Outward. 

Britiffi, 738 

795 

Britiffi, 384 

3*9 

Foreign, 65 

70 

Foreign, 47 

44 

803 

865 

43 1 

363 


The following bills, among fcveral others, received the royal affent in the courfc of 
this year. 

To prohibit, for a limited time, the exportation of corn, &c. 

For allowing the free importation of oats. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free importation of Irifh proviflons, for a further limit¬ 
ed time. 

To make a navigable cut or canal from Little Gcvendraeth river in the county of Cacr - 
marthen. 

For repealing the American ftamp aft. 

For fccuring the dependency of the colonies to the Britiffi crown. 

For regulating the duties on the importation of Ruffia linen. 

For regulating pilots in the port of Liverpool. 

For repealing certain rates and duties on cyder and perry, and for granting other duties in 
lieu thereof. 

For the improvement of tillage. 

To explain an aft for the improvement of tillage fo far as relates to the city of London. 
Vol. III. N 


To 
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1766 . To encourage the leather manufactory, &c. * _ , 

For improving and prefcrving the navigation of the river Stort in the counties Of Hertford' 
and EiTex. 

For redeeming certain confolidated annuities ; with refpeft to navy, viftualling and tranf- 

port bills. 

To make a navigable cut or canal from or near Wilden Ferry in Staffordfhire, to comma-, 
nicate with the river Merfcy, in Lancalhire. 4 , 

To make the river Soar navigable from the river Trent, to or near Loughborough in the 

countv of Leicefler. 


To make a navigable cut front the river Severn* between Titton bridge, in the county of 

W orcefter, to communicate with a canal intended to be made between the Trent and Merfev. 

' • * 

j- or better, regulating apprentices and journeymen. 

'J o regulate the loading of fhips with coals in the ports of Sunderland and Ncwcaftle. 
i o prohibit the importation of foreign wrought filks and velvets for a limited time, and to 
prevent unlawful combinations of workmen emploved in the filk manufacture. 

To prohibit the importation of foreign mitts and gloves* 

To prevent the fraudulent marking of frame work, knitted ltoekings and pieces* 

For extending the duties on houfes, windows, &c. 

For cftablilhing four free ports in the Britilh Weft India Illands. 

For repealing certain duties on goods in the colonies, and alfo on Eaft India goods exported 
from Great Britain, and for granting other duties in lieu thereof^ 

For laying additional duties on fpirits. 

For amending an aft relating to wines imported, and for fecuring the ftamp duties for 
copies of court rolls, &c. 

For laying an additional duty on the importation of filks, crapes, and taffeties, am! for al¬ 
lowing the exportation of gums to Ireland. 

For making the Chelmer navigable fiom Malden to Chelmsford. 

For allowing the exportation of fait from Europe to Quebec. 

For amending the aft for regulating buildings and preventing fires. 

\ or explaining the aft to prevent frauds in the admeasurement of coals. 

To continue an aft for the importation of faked beef, pork, bacon, and butter from 
Ireland, fee. 

1 o amend an aft for regulating certain duties in the Britilh colonies and plantations, and 
alfo the duties upon certain Eaft India goods exported from Great Britain, and for granting 
other duties inftead thereof, and for further encouraging, regulating, and fecuring fevcral 
branches of the trade of this kingdom and the Britilh dominions in America, as relates to the 
exportation of non-enumcrated goods from the Britilh colonies in America. 

For allowing the importation of wheat and wheat flour from the American colonics, for a 
limited time, free of duty : and another for oats and oatmeal, rye and rycmcal. 

The fupplies granted by Parliament for this year, were as follows : £. s , d. 

For 16,000 feamen, including 4,287 marines, * —- 832,000 o o 

For 17,306 land forces, and for defraying the charge of hk Majefty’s 
guards, garrifons, &c. — — — 605,608 12 9 

For the general and gene ralftaff officers, — — 11,291 8 6‘, 


Carried over, 


1,448,900 1 3I 
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Brought over, 

For the maintenance of forces and garrifons in the Plantations, Africa, 
Gibraltar and Minorca, icc. — — — 

Fer the fame fervice, out of the monies remaining of the grant made 
in the preceding feffton, — — —- 

For the difference of pay betwcepHhe Britifh and Irifh cflablifhmcnts 
to certain trdops, &c. — — — 

For penlionsto the widows of reduced land and marine officers. 

On account of reduced land and marine officers, — 

For defraying the charge of full pay to officers reduced with the tenth 
company of fevcral batallions, fee. — — 

For the our-peniloncrs*of Chelfea Hofpital, — 

To the office of ordnance for land fervice, — 

For fervices performed by the office of ordnance for land fervice, not 
provided for by Parliament in 1765, —— 

To the trulices of the Britilh Mufeucn, — —« 

T'or tlic ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fea and marine 

To the building and repair of Blips, docks, wharfs, fee. 

For the extraordinary expence of land forces, Sic. incurred to the 
04th of January, 1766, not provided for by Parliament, — 

Out of the livings arifing from the pay of the land forces in the hands 
of the Paymafter General, towards defraying extraordinary expenccs of 
the land forces, icc. not provided for by Parliament, — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, See. — 

Ditto, — — — — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency of certain rates and duties, &c. — 

To replace to ditto the like ium iffued thereout for paying certain an¬ 
nuities, which were granted in refpeft of navy, victualling and tranfport 
bills, & c. by an aft of the third of George Ill. — 

To replace to ditto, the like fum iffued thereout for. paying the charges 
of management of the faid annuities, &c. — — 

To replace to ditto, the like lum paid out of the fame, to-make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wines, cyder and perry, which were 
appropriated by the third of Gcotgc 111 . to pay certain annuities. 

For the civil cllablifhment of Nova Scotia, — — 

For fundry expences for Nova Scotia in fevcral preceding years, not 
provided for by Parliament, — — — 

For the civil efiab 1 ifhmerit of Georgia, and incidental expences. 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto bf Weft Florida, — — — 

■For general furveys in North America, ■— 


* £. s. d. 

1,448,900 1 5; 

392,183 6 5J- 

2,321 13 to;- 

7.993 11 4 

1,614 o o 
138,674 o o 

5,718 6 8 
109,875 16 8 
180,445 19 3 

35,061 6 2 

2,000 o o 

412,983 6 3 
277,300 o o 

404,310 16 6*. 


74.777 14 o 
1,000,000 o o 
800,000 o o 

45,561 7 I of 


* 39.342 2 4 


4,898 14 91 


29,211 12 6 
4,866 3 5 

8,008 12 7 
3,986 o o 
5.250 o O 
5,300 c o 
1,784 4 o 


Carried over, 


4,093,468 14 
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Brought over, 

For the civil cflablifhincnt of Senegnmbia, — — 

To replace to the finking fund the like ium Blued thereout, to dif 
charge certain annuities, &c. -— — — 

For the pay, &c. of the militia, — — 

For the British forts and fertlemcnts, &c. in Africa, — 

For uniatisfied claims on account 0/ the late war in Germany, 

To the Landgrave of HefleCaflcl in extinction of all demands. 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — — — 

Monies remaining uniflued of thofe granted in the laft feffion, for tire 
ufe of the faid hofpital, — —. ' — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — * — 

For the redemptionof one third part of the capital ftpek of certain an¬ 
nuities, granted in refpeft of navy, victualling and tranfport bills, fee. 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fcrvice of 1765, 

Total of fupplies granted this feffion, — — 

Ways and means for this year, viz. 

Malt duty, . — —- — —- 

Land tax, — — — 

By Exchequer bills, — — — 

By annuities and lottery, —. — — 

The excefs of grants for the payment, &c. of the militia in 1765, 
From the monies agreed to be paid by the King of France, for the 

maintenance of prifoners, — — _ 

From the monies, remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer for the 
difpofjtion of Parliament, as were referved by the fourth of his Majefly 
fer defraying certain expcnces relative to the fecuringthe Britifh colonies. 
From the finking fund, — —- — 


Total ways and means, 
Excefs of the provifions, 


£• 


s, d. 

4,093,468 14 8$ 

5 , 55 ° 0 0 

8,708 

i 7 

n 

150,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

106,043 

13 


50,000 

0 

0 

3 2 . 72 S 

0 

0 

1,167 

10 

0 

1,200,000 

0 

0 

870,888 

5 

Sl- 

292,828 

0 

4 « 

8,273,280 

2 

6* 

750,000 

0 

0 

2,037,824 

*5 

11 

t ,800,000 

0 

O 

1,500,000 

0 

O 

80,000 

0 

O 

181,000 

0 

O 

60,000 

0 

0 

2,150,000 

0 

0 

8,558,824 1 

5 1 

I 

285,543 1 

6 

JL, 


Wc now proceed to a correft account of the extraordinary duties itnpolcd by Parliament for 
the national fcrvice of this year. 

February 21.—Provifion was made, to remove all doubts concerning the afeertaining of the 
duties payable upon the importation of linen cloth of the manufacture of Ruflia, in purfuance 
of the aft of laft feffion, and for fupplying an omifiion in that aft, by declaring that all un¬ 
rated linen cloth and diaper of Ruffia, being in breadth more than 22| and not 31 \ indies, 
were by the faid aft intended to be rated at 4I. for every 120 EngUlh ells thereof. 

March to.—The duties granted upon cyder and perry by the aft of the third of George III. 
were voted to ceafe and be no longer paid, from and after June 5; and an additional doty of 

6 s. per 
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jjS 6 6 s. per hogftend was laid upon all cyder anJ perry, which fhould be made within this king¬ 
dom, and fold by retail, to l>e paid by the retailer thereof. An addition duty of 3I. was alfo 
laid upon all cyder and perry, which fhould be imported into this kingdom. A duty of 
16s. 8d. pet hogfihead, was alfo laid upon ali cyder and perry which fliould be paid within this 
kingdom, and fentor configured to, and received by, any factor or agent, to be fold or difpofed 
of; the laid duty to be paid by fuch faftor or agent: and a duty of fix findings per bogf- 
he.nl upon all cyder and perry nfade for fale within this kingdom, bv dealers in, or 
retailers of cyder or perry, from fruit of their 6wu growth, to be paid by fuch dealers and 
retailers. 

April 21.—The fevcral rates and duties payable upon houfes in Great Britain, were voted to 
ceafc and determine from and after OCtober 10, 1766; and from the faid October 10, lucre 
fhould be paid upon every dwelling houfe, inhabited, within that part of Great Britain called 
England, the yearly fum of 3s.; and upon every inhabited dwelling houfe in Scotland, the 
vearly fum of is. 

*■ # # * 

The fevcral rates and duties, payable for windows or lights in Great Britain, alfo ceafed 

and determined from October 10, 1766, and the following rates and duties were gtanied in 
lieu thereof, viz. for every window or light, in every dwelling houfe inhabited v. ithbi the 
kingdom of Great Britain, which lhall contain feven windows or lights, and no more, the 
yearly fum of 2d. for each window or light in fitch houfe : for every dwelling-houle contain¬ 
ing eight windows, the yearly fum of 6d. for each window ; and an advance ol ad. upon each 
window from that number to thirteen, inchtfive, the laft number paying is.yjd, for each : 
every houfe containing from thirteen to nineteen windows, indufive, to pay is. 6d. upon 
each window : and from nineteen to twenty-four, indufive, an advance of id. upon each 
window, twenty-four paving is. nd.: and for every houfe containing twenty-five windows 
and upwards, as. for every fuch window. 

April 29.— Frovifion was made, for declaring that the additional duties, granted by an a£t 
of the third year of his Majefiy’s reign, upon wines imported, vveie, by the faid aft, intended 
to be paid without any difeount or deduction inwards, or drawback on re-exportation. 

May 5 —Liberty was granted to export coals from Great Britain to the iflands of Guemfey r 
fcrl'ey and Alderney, annually, free of the duty laid upon all coals exported, by the adl of laft 
feifion, viz. to Gucrnfev any quantity of coals not exceeding 100 chaldrons, Newcaftle mea- 
fnre, from the port of Newcaftle, and 150 fuch chaldrons from Swanfea; to Jcrfey 350 from 
Newcaftle, and 150 from Swanfea; and to Alderney no from Newcaftle, and 10 from 
Swanfea. 

May 8.—Frovifion was made for declaring, that the power granted by an aft of the fccond of 
George III. chap. 5. to remove fpirits made for exportation to warehoufes for home con- 
fumption, fhould extend to luch fpirits only as are made from corn, malt, or mclailes. 

From Auguft 1, 1766, there was voted to be paid to his Majcfty, upon every pound weight 
avoirdupois of Italian wrought filks, called crapes or tiffanies, imported, a duty of 17s. 6d. to. 
be paid by the importer, above the duties now payable thereon , and that the produce of the 
faid duty be carried to the linking fund. 

A quantity not exceeding thirty tons weight, in any one year, of gum Senega and Arabic, 
was allowed to be exported, free of duty, under proper regulations and reftridtions, to Ireland, 
for the ufe of the manufacturers there. 

3 


Authority 



JOZ AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

1766 Authority was given, to permit, under proper regulations and r.-fti iftions, the imputation 
into this kingdom, from the Ifleof Man, of iuch bugles as 'were hrought into the faid a lie before 
March 1, 1765, on payment -of one half of the old fubfidy only. 

May jo- —All the duties then payable on the importation of cotton wool into this kingdom, 
were ordered to ceafe and determine ; and a duty of 3s. per piece was laid upon all foreign cam¬ 
brics and French lawns, which Ihould be exported from this kingdom to the Britilh colonies 
in America. 1 

The duties impofed by an aft madd in the iaft fe&orv, upon the exportation from this king¬ 
dom of wrought lilks, Bengals and Buffs, mixed with lilk or herba, of the manufafture of 
Berth, China, or Eaft India, and callicoes, printed, dyed, painted, or flained there, alfo 
ecafed and determined : and there was granted to his MajeBy, on all fuch wrought filks, Ben- 
gals, and fluffs, mixed with filk, &c. of the manufafture of Perth, China, or EaB India, and 
callicoes, printed, dyed, painted, or flained there, as Ihould have been publicly fold in this 
kingdom on or before a certain day, to be limited, a fubfidy of poundage after the rate of is. 
for every 20s. of the value of fuch goods, according to the grofs price at which the fame were 
originally fold at the public Tales thereof; fuch fubfidy to be paid by the proprietors of the 
faid goods: there was alfo granted to his Majcfty, a like fubfidy upon all fuch wrought fiiks, 
Bengals, fluffs, and callicoes, as Ihould be publicly fold on or after fuch day to be limited, 
the faid fubfidy to be paid by the Eaft lodia Company, for fuch of the faid goods as Ihould be 
fold at their public fales, and by the buyers of the faid goods, at any other public falc. 

All fugars which Ihould be imported into this kingdom, from any Britilh colony in Ame¬ 
rica, were made fubjeft to the like duties as were then payable upon the importation of French 
■fugars. 

May 14.—Every gallon of Angle brandy fpirits or aqua vita?, Imported into Great Britain 
from beyond the Teas, not being the produce of the Britilh colonies or plantations, was charged 
with an additional duty of6d. before landing, to lie paid by the importer; and every gallon of 
brandy fpirits, or aqua vita?, above proof, called double brandy, imported into Great Britain 
from beyond the leas, not being the produce of the faid colonies, was charged au additional 
duty of is. to be paid by the importer before landing. 

For encouraging the exportation of hempen cordage manufaftured in Great Britain, from 
hemp imported from foreign parts, and alfo fiom hemp of the growth of Great Britain there 
was allowed a bounty of 2s. 4’d. for every hundred weight of fuch cordage fo exported ; the 
faid bounty to be paid upon the exportation, out of the net duties which had been, or Ihould 
be, paid upon the importation of all foreign hemp into this kingdom ; and the drawback of 
as. told, then payable on all foreign hemp exported from Great Biitain to foreign .parts, was 
ordered to ceafe and determine. 

Such part of the duties laid, by a refolution of this Houle of the 10th inftant, upon fugars 
imported into this kingdom from any Britilh colony in America, as fhould a. ife over and 
above the duties then payable upon fugars fo imported, were ordered to be paid into the rccci- t 
of the Exchequer, and referved for the difpofition of Parliament. * 

The duty of 3s. laid by a refolution of the Houfe of Commons, upon every piece of cam¬ 
bric and French lawn exported from this kingdom to the Britilh colonies in America was 

alfo ordered to be paid into the faid receipt, and referved for the dilution and appropriation 
of Parliament, 11 ‘ 

May 
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1766 May |6.—The following duties were voted:— il. ios. fterling, for every negro which ftiou’d 
be exported in foreign veflels from the ifland of Jamaica; il. ios. fterling, for every negro 
which fhould be imported into the ifland of Dominica ; 6d. fterling for every barrel of beef 
and pork imported into the faid ifland; Cd. fterling for every firkin of butter imported into 
the faid ifland; 6d. fterling for every hundred weight avoirdupois of fugar imported into the 
faid ifland; 2s. fterling for every hundred weight avoirdupois of cocoa imported into the faid 
ifland; 6d. fterling for every hundrpfl gallons of melaffes imported into the faid ifland; 6d. 
fterling for ever hundred weight avoirdupois of coffee imported into the faid ifland : the faid 
duties were to be applied in defraying the cxpence of carrying into execution fuch directions 
and regulations, as might be given and made by any aft in that feflion of Parliament, for 
opening and eftablifliing any ports in the faid ifland, for the more free importation and ex¬ 
portation of goods and merchandize, and for maintaining, fecuring, arvd improving, fudi 
ports. No other duties were to be paid upon the importation of any foreign American goods, 
in any fuch port in the ifland of Dominica. All goods of American produce r which fhouId 
be imported into this kingdom, from fuch ports as might he fo opened, in the faid ifland of 
Dominica, were to be deemed foreign, and made fubjeft to the (aid duties refpeftively, as 
were then payable upon the importation of the like goods, of the produce of the French plan¬ 
tations in America, except only certain quantities of fugars, coffee, cocoa, pimento, and 
ginger, the amount of the importation whereof*ihould be limited, under proper regulations 
and rcftriClions, in refpeft of the produce of the faid goods, within the faid ifland. The faid 
duties were appropriated to fuch ufes, as the duties upon fuch foreign goods were then ap¬ 
plicable. 

A general ftatement of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ftanding out Janu- 
ary 5, 1766, with the annual intereft, See. 

Principal Debt. Annual Intereft , &c, 

£>' s ' d, f. s. d. 

* Exchequer, — — 2,019,981 12 yi i 5 2 >954 4 8 

Eaft ndia Company, — 4,200,000 o o 127,687 to o 

Bank, of England, — 100,768,609 17 9 J 3 > 2 5 2 > 39 2 2 4 * 

Ky remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746— 

Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761; as alfo on the annuities of 1 per cent, 
for 98 years to the fubferibers to the loan of 
12,000,000b granted for the fervice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 

to the Bank of England, — — — 1 r 5 10 3 

South Sea Company, — 27,125,309 13 it l 829.507 8 1* 

Total, 130,713,901 4 6} 4,698,656 15 5 

* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 1,000,000!. 
charged on the deduft'on of 6.1. per pound on pe-fions, nor the i.ooo.oool. borrowed in 1764, charged on the 
fupplies in 1766, nor the 800,000!. borrowed in 1765, and charged on the faid fupplies. 
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IMPORTS m& EXPORTS, 

Countries. 

Africa* 

Canaries, 

^Denmark and Norway, 

Baft •Country, 

E»ft-India, 

Flanders, 

France, *** 

Germany, — 

Greenland, 

Holland, 

Ireland, 

Italy,. — 

Madeira, t 
Portugal, 

Ruffia, — 

Spain, *V 

Streights, 

Sweden, **“ 

Turkey, 

"Venice, 

Alderney, 

Guernfey, 

Jerfey, 

Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

Buroadoe*, 

Bermuda,, 

Canada, «■ 

Carolina, 

Dominies, 

Floods, 

Georgia, 

Grenades, 

Havannab, 

Hudfost’s Bay, 

Jamaica, * 

Martinaco, 

"Montferrar, 

Nevis, — 

New Engltttfl* 

Newfoundland, 

New Providence, 

New Yo*, 

Nova Scbtia, 

Pennfylvania, 

St. Croix, 

St. John’s liland, 

St. Cbriftopher’s, 

St. Lucia, 

St. Vincent, 

St. Euftaria, 

Tobago, 

Tortola, — 

Virginia and Maryland, 

Weft Indies in general, 
Spanifh Weft Indies, 


Total*; * 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


front C»Rtst»*A» * 7 ^ 5 * w 
fmfvrt*. * 


i» 
6 
‘t 

f 

9< 

5 

9 
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RO,37«* l » 

,s«l s, 

t,9rw> J * % 

8 

8**47°*‘3 • 
*7 it 
9,6*5 J 4 
S 74»&87 -O 

t,i|4,v8* 4 

A 

6,988 «5. 

A 

ret uoa 1* 
*4,*°$ *1 
*9*.,449 S 
106,51* 7 

63,105 7 
8a 5 
**•534 * 

J 1,14.t <9 

39 M 05 ** 
|,**5 
X9®,73* 

3,475 
46,98a 
*93.587 
111,649 
*,i*3 
* |3*°74 
*64,194. 
i.5” 
10,199 

1,101,801 

*3 *5 
7a,76* * 
74,100 >6 
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1766 Extraft from the general bill of all the cliriftenings and burials within the city of London, 
from December io, 1765, to December 11, 1766. 


Chriftcned, Males, 
Females, 

8.343 

7 . 9 H 

Buried, Males, 
Females, 

11,714 

12,197 


1M57 


23,911 


Amfierdatn,—births, 4,547; deaths, 7,271; marriages, 2,936. 

Paris,—births, 18,773; deaths, 19,694; foundlings, 5,604. 

Venice,—births, 4,984 ; deaths, 5,171 ; foundlings, 204. 

Copenhagen,—births, 2,643 ; deaths, 1,939; marriages, 870. 

Hamburg,—births, 2,89^ ; deaths, 3,400; marriages, 1,079. 

Koninglberg,—births, 2,231 ; deaths, 2,072 ; marriages, 708. 

Liverpool,—chriilened, 1,017; buried, 1,025; marriages, 503.* 

Mancheftcr,—chriilened, 887 ; buried, 1,019; marriages, 368. 

Chcller,—chriilened, 367 ; buried, 350 ; marriages, 153. 

1 lies of Zealand, Bornholm, and Ferro,—births, 7,256; deaths, 6.363; marriages, 1,853. 

Denmark, Norway, and the Daniftidominions ip Germany,—births, 62,480 ; deaths, 55,683. 

Bailiwick of Aggeihuvs, in Norway,—births, 10,280; deaths, 9,135. 

The whole kingdom of Pruflla,—births, 31,129 ; deaths, 22,570 ; marriages, 2,936. 

1767 At this period, the difpute between Great Britain and its colonies appeared to have obtained 
an happy termination.—-Their defires had been gratified in the moil rcafonablc manner, and 
the parent (late bad tcllified, by its conduct, the fincereft intentions to remain on the moil 
friendly terms with its American dependencies. 

But, in a very Ihort time, the prcdi&ions which had been made by many, that the concef- 
fions of Great Britain to America, would eventually incrcafc, inftead of annihilating the tur¬ 
bulent difpolition which the Americans had difeovered, began to find a juilification in many 
in fiances of their condufi. 

During the late troubles, a fpirit of faction had been conjured up in America, which was 
not in the leaft mollified by the conccfiions of the Britilh government; on the contrary, it 
fceincd to have enlifted under its banners a party of men who were determined to feize every 
opportunity to diinini111 the power and influence of the mother country, and whole talents 
were equal to their enmity ; while that enmity was the more dangerous, as it w'as cloathcd in 
the lpecious garb of refpeft and attachment to Great Britain. 

When the flamp aft was repealed, the miniftry who propofed and adopted that mcafurc, 
thought them (elves obliged to lave, in tonic degree, the national honour, to pais a bill, decla¬ 
ratory of the fupreme lbvercignty of Great Britain over all her colonies, and of her right to 
bind them, by her laws, in all cafes whatever. 

By the fame declaration, they annulled all the rcfolvcs and proceedings ol the provincial 
aflemblics, that tended to claim any authority in their refpcflivc diflriits independent of that 
of Great Britain, efpecially the idle and cxelufivc privilege of impoling taxes and levying 
money. 

*T his declaratory afl, which was confidcrcd at home ns necelTary to maintain the dignity of 
the Britilh government in the midtl of fo much concelfion, was regarded by the Americans as 
a refervation of claims which were to be enforced whenever a favourable opportunity occurred. 
Vol. IV. O * Ti'-is 
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This idea, therefore, which was propagated with no common zeal in the colonics, prevented 
ib large a portion of their late ill-humour from dying away, that the aflembly of New York, 
in direft opposition to an aft of the Britilh Parliament, for providing the troops cantoned 
throughout the colonies, with fuch neceflaries in their quarters as were indifpcnfable for their 
comfortable i'ubliflence, palled an aft, by which thefe provifions were regulated and fettled in 
a mode of their own, without manifefting the lfcaft regard to that preferihed by Great Britain. 

When this extraordinary and unexpefted tratffjftion was brought before the'Houfe of 
Commons, much debate took place, and fome fevere ineafures were propofed ; but the general 
opinion being more difpofed to afts of moderation, a bill was palled, by which the governor, 
council, and afiembly of New York were prohibited from paffing or allcnting to any aft of 
alTembly for any purpofe wharever, till they had, in every refpeft, complied with ail the terms 
of this aft of the Britifli Parliament. 

At Bofton, the fame refraftory fpirit prevailed ; and notvvithftanding the jullice of granting 
due compenfations tovthofe who had fuffered from the licentioufnefs of the populace, during 
the riots on account of the {lamp aft, the general afiembly was not ealily perfuaded to acquit 
itfelf of that duty. 

All thefe proofs of a difobedient temper in the colonies, at length roufed the fpirit of the 
Britilh government; and an aft of Parliament was palled, which impofed duties on tea, paper, 
painters colours, and glafs imported into the Britilh plantations in America. 

This aft was received in the colonies with as much dilapprobation as that which impofed 
the ftaftip duties : the populace renewed its abufive behaviour, and the fuperior order of people 
determined to give it Beady oppolition. 

The inhabitants of Ballon fet the example on this occafion : and, at a public meeting of its 
freeholders, and other inMbitants, on the 28th of Oftober, in this year, fcveral refolutions 
were voted, all of which were levelled at their commerce with Great Britain. From fome of 
thefe votes, which were palled with an unfortunate unanimity, we lhall give the following 


extrafts :— 

• • That effeftual methods Ihoul d be ta ken to prevent the unnecellary importation of Euro¬ 
pean commodities. 

“ That all prudent and legal meafures Ihould be adopted to encourage and produce home 
manufactures, and to lefien the ufe of fuperfluilics, particularly the following articles ; vi/. 
Joaf-fugar, cordage, anchors, coaches, chaifcs, and carriages of all forts ; horfc furniture, men's 
and women’s hats, ready-made apparel, houfehold furniture, gloves, fhocs, foal-leather, Ihcath- 
ing and deck nails, gold and fiiver thread lace of all forts, gold and filver buttons, wrought 
plate of all forts, diamonds, Bone and paftc ware, fnulF, muflard, clocks and watches, filver- 
fmiths and jewellers ware, broad cloths that coll above 10s. per yard, muffs, furs, and tippets, 
and all forts of millinery ware, llarch, women’s and children’s flays, fire-engines, china ware, 
lilk and cotton velvets, pewterers hollow ware, linfeed oil, glue, lawns, cambrics, filks of all 
kinds for garments, malt liquors, cheefe, &c. &c. 

“ That divers new manufaftures be immediately eftablifbed in America ; and, in particu¬ 
lar, for the making of glafs and paper ; and that all prudent means be employed to encourage 
the confumption of glafs and paper made in America, &c. 

“ That no gloves be ufed at funerals but fuch as are manufaftnred in America ; and that 
no new garments be procured on fuch occafions but fuch as fhall be absolutely nccellary, &c.” 

The Bate of American affairs engaged, as it had demanded, the attention of Parliament; but 

the 
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1767 the bufinefs which more immediately occupied the public attention, at this particular period, 
was that of the Eaft India Company. 

A parliamentary committee had been appointed, early in the fefiion, to examine into the 
Hate of the Company ; and it was fome time after ordered, after much animated debate, that 
copies of the Company’s charters, their treaties with, and grants from the country powers, 
together with their letters and correfpondence to and from their fervants in India, the ftatc of 
their revenues in Bengal, Bahar, Oma, and other, places, fhould all be laid before the Houfe 
of Commons : alfo an<account of all expenees incurred by government on the Company’s 
account, whether in the naval, military, or other departments. In the courfe of this rigorous 
enquiry, which was agitated with uncommon violence, an order was made for printing the 
Eaft India papers; but, on a petition from the court of directors, it was agreed, that the private 
correfpondence between the Company and its fervants Ihould not be committed to the pi eft. 

Among other important matters, which, though not formally brought into deba.'e, were 
rather fully difeufied, was the right of the Company to its territorial acquifition. Jlut though 
this great fubjeft was frequently taken up, the Houfe of Commons appeared to poll!ft no very 
forward inclination to determine on a queftion pregnant with fuch important confequences. 
The miniftry, though difpofed to aftert the right, with a view to relieve the burthened ftatc of 
the finances, and a large party of the proprietors of India flock, who were equally inclined to 
deny it, pofl'dlcd the fame opinion with refpeft to the prudence of a rcafonable compofition 
between government and the Company. 

In the maen time, and fo late in this parliamentary fefiion as the 6 th. of May, a general 
court of the Eaft India proprietors was held, when the Midfummcr dividend was declared to 
be 6' percent. ; and, about the fame time, a feheme of propofals for an accommodation was 
agreed to. Thefe were laid before the miniftry, but the members of it were at this time lb 
divided, that they declined taking any part in the negotiation but in Parliament: a petition 
was therefore prefented to the Houfe of Commons by the Eaft India Company, which con¬ 
tained two fets of propofals for a temporary agreement, which was to laft during the period of 
three years. 

By the firft of thefe propofals, government was to grant the Company fome advantages with 
refpeft to the inland duties on their teas, and a draw-back on the exportation of them to Ire¬ 
land and the colonies; and fome others refpefting raw fiik, calicoes, muilins, the recruiting 
fervicc, and military {lores. That, in return, after dedufting 400,000!. per annum, in lieu of 
the Company’s former commercial profits, the nett produce of all the remaining revenues and 
trade, after dedufting all charges, were to be equally divided between government and the Com¬ 
pany ; provided that the Company’s property in the new acquifnions continued for three years. 

' By the fccond propofal, the Company offered, upon the fame terms, to pay the fpecilic fura 
• *of 490,0001. per annum for three years, by half-yearly payments ; and to indemnify the public 
for any lofs the revenue might fuftain by granting the advantages which they acquired in the 
tea trade, if the advanced confumption of it, taken at an average of five years, did not anfwer 
that end. 

Of thefe, the latter propofal was accepted by the Houfe, with this foie difference, that the 
agreement was limited to two, inftcad of three years; and a bill was accordingly palled upon 
thefe terms. 

A meflage from the miniftry had been read at the general court which declared the laft in- 
crealfe of dividend, recommending to the Company to make no augmentation of it, til! the'r 

O 2 -.ifft.irs 
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1767 affairs had undergone a further confidcration. This melTage.not producing the effe£f defigneef 
by it, two bills were brought into the Houfe ; orie for regulating the qualifications of voters 
in trading companies, and the other for regulating the making of dividends by the Raft India 
Company. By the laft of thefc bills, the late a£t of the Company was relcinded, and they 
were reftrained from railing their dividends above 10 per cent. till the next meeting ot Par¬ 
liament. 

The Company petitioned again!! this bill; and ifiade a propofal, if it was laid afide, that 
they would bind thrmlclvcs from any further incrcafc of dividend during the temporary agree¬ 
ment ; but the petition and the propofal were equally ineffeflual, and the bill was carried 
again!! a very violent, numerous, and able oppofition through both lioufcs. 

It appears to us, that in a matter of fuch importance as this minilterial meafure, we ihould 
not fulfil our .duty were we to be wholly inattentive to the principles on which this bill was 
founded, and the leading arguments that were advanced againil it. 

To prevent the payment of an higher dividend than thecircumflanccs of the Company could 
afford, without endangering their credit to regulate the dividend in fuch a manner, as to put 
an end to the fluff uation of that flock, which, if allowed to proceed, might not only introduce 
a pernicious fpirit of gaming, but would alfo tend to deprefs the other (locks ; and to prevent 
any encroachment that might be made, by any dividend of the Company, upon the revenue 
of its lately acquired territory, fo that the claim of the public might fuffer no lofs, till that 
affair was finally decided, were the principal grounds on which the authors and promoters of 
this bill felled their fupport of it. 

The leading arguments in oppofition to it were:—That by the flate of the Company’s 
affairs laid before Parliament, it was evident that they were in a condition to make a much 
greater incrcafe of dividend, without afTcfling their credit; and that if they were allowed to be 
in circumltatices to pay government 400,0001, per annum, there could be no doubt of their 
being well able to divide 8o,oool. among themfelvcs.—That the fhort period to which the re- 
firiition of the dividend was confined, would tend to encourage, inflead of checking the infa¬ 
mous practices of the Alley; and that the propofal made by the Company, of fubmitting to a 
reflriwlion of the dividend ot 1-if per cent, during the temporary agreement, would have ob¬ 
viated all the mifebiefs, and fecured every good end which might be purpofed, but could not 
be attained by the bill in queflion, without being liable to the objection of violence or injuf- 
lice.—That if a fuppofition that the right to the territorial acquifittons in the Raft Indies 
was not veiled in the Company, fhould be admitted as one of the grounds of this bill, a prece¬ 
dent would be cflablifhed very dangerous indeed to the property of the fubjefl ; and that if a 
Jegiflative interpofition was permitted to controul the dividend of a trading company, to whom 
no blame was imputable, and who had lent their money to the public upon the exprefs flipu- 
lation that they might exercife their diferetion with regard to the dividend, provided that their 
■undivided dfe£ls were fufficient to anfwer their debts, fuch a mcaiurc might be attended with 
confequences very alarming indeed to public credit. 

Of two hundred and nine bills which received the royal affent in this fefiion of Parliament, 
we {hall make particular mention of the following, as more immediately relating to our 
fubjtfl. 

A bill to continue, for a further limited time, the free importation of wheat, and wheat meal, 
from any part of Europe, and to difeontinue the duties payable on the importation of barley 
meal and pulle. 
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For difcontinuing the duties on the importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and greafe. 

For granting an aid to his Majcfly by a land-tax for the fervice of this year. 

[The taxes with which the neceffaries of life were charged, in confequcnce of the expences 
produced by the late war, bore fo hard upon the laborious and manufacturing part of the na¬ 
tion, that it had been determined, fince the conclufion of the peace, to continue the land-tax 
at four IhiJiings iu the pound. Indeed, from the circumftances of the times, the whole land- 
tax began to be confidcred as a part <jt the fettled revenue, which muft look to the contingen¬ 
cies of a future, and perhaps diftant ftate of public profperity, to be dirninilhed. But the 
landed intereft was of a different opinion, and, in oppolition to the mioiftry, carried the refo- 
lution of reducing the land-tax to three fhiljings in the pound, by a confiderable majority.— 
This, wc believe, was the firft inftance of a miniller being in the minority on a money bill 
fince the Revolution.] * . 

For railing i,8oo,oool. by loans on Exchequer bills, and a lottery for the fervice of the 
prefent year. • 

For laying an additional duty on baft or chip, ftravv, cane, and horfe-hair hats or bonnets 
imported. 

For making the river Ure navigable, from its junCtion with the river Swale to the borough 
ofRippon, in Yorklhire. 

For railing 1,500,0001. by annuities, ice. for the fervice of the prefent year; to be charged 
on the linking fund. 

For redeeming certain annuities, in refpeCt of navy, vi&ualling, and tranfpfirt bills, and 
ordnance debentures. 

For redeeming part of the joint ftock of annuities, charged on feveral additional duties on 
wines imported, and alfo on cyder and perry. 

For granting additional duties on certain linen cloth imported. 

For allowing the free importation of lice, iago dull, and vermicelli, for a limited time from 
the American colonies. 

For improving and extending the navigation of the river Hull, from Frodingham Beck to 
Driffield, in the Fall Riding of Yorklhire. 

For making Codbeck brook navigable from the river Swale to Thirlk, in Yorfhire. 

For preventing the wear ol cambrics. 

For extending the window a£f to Scotland. 

For altering the duties on policies, and lelfening the allowance for prompt payment of cer¬ 
tain finmp duties. 

For granting certain duties in the Britifh American colonies. 

For regulating the dividend of the Eaft India Company. 

For cilahlilhing an agreement between government and the Eaft India Company. 

For regulating the manufactures, iic. in the ille of Man. 

For empowering his Majcfty to permit the importation of corn duty free, for a further 
limited time, Ac. 

[The quantity of corn brought into the port of London, between the 3d of March and the 
2d of July, in confequcnce of the different ad s palled for the importation of that neceffary 
article, amounted to 115.4^7 quarter:..] 

For taking off the duty of one (billing per pound on all black and fmglo tea, and for grant¬ 
ing a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and America. 

For 
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1767 For granting certain duties on foreign linen, and a premium for the encouragement of rai¬ 
ling of hemp. 

For reftraining the affembly of New York from palling any aft, till they had complied with 
the aft of Parliament for furnilhing his Majefty’s troops with the ncceffarics required by 
that aft. 


For jetting the American duties into the hands of commiffioners. 

Two orders of his Majefty in council appeared ill, the London gazette of the 5th of Septem¬ 
ber; by the fivft of which, the free importation into this kingdom of oats or oat-meal, rye or 
rye-meal, wheat or wheat-flour, barley or barley-meal, peas, beans, tares, malt, bread, bifeuit, 
ftarch, &c. from any part of Europe, was permitted from the expiration of the time before 
limited, viz. the rotli of September, until twenty days after the commencement of the next 
l'eilion of Pasliament. By the fecond, the prohibition'of the exportation of any fort of corn, 
grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, &c. was extended in the fame'manner. 

Supplies graated by Parliament for this year £. s. d. 
For 16,000 feamen, including 4,287 marines, — 832,000 o o 

For 16,754 land-forces, including 2,461 invalids, — 593,986 15 7 

For general and general ftaff-officcrs, &c. — — *2,293 18 6£ 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, Sec. 405,607 2 11J 

For the difference of pay between the Britifli and Irilh eftablilhment 
of fix regiments, of foot, &c. — — 7,201 14 7 

Pcnfibns to officers widows, — — — 1,536 o o 

On account of reduced officers, — — — 135,299 8 4 

Allowances to officers and privates of two troops of horfe-guards, and 
a regiment of horfe reduced, &c. — — — 2,103 11 8 

For the full pay of certain officers reduced with the 10th company of 
leveral battalions, &c, — — — 5,633 3 4 

To the office of ordnance for land fervice, — — 169,600 o 2 

To ditto, for fervices not provided for by Parliament in 1766, 51,190 6 6 

The ordinary of the navy, &c. including half-pay, &c. — 409,177 4 3 

Towards building and repairs, &c. of flips, and other extra works, 298,144 o o 

For purchafing hemp, See. — — — 30,000 o o 

For difeharging certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 

To make good to bis Majefty the like fum iffued by his orders, in 
purfuance of addrefles from the Houfe of Commons, — 12,951 2 2 

Extra expences of the land-forces, not provided for by Parliament, 315,91 7 16 5 

Out-penfioncrs of Chclfea liofpital, — — 106,083 2 6 

On account of the civil eftablilhment of Nova Scotia, — 4,866 3 5 

Expences refpefting ditto, not provided for by Parliament, — 691 8 o 

On account of the civil eftablilhment of Georgia, Sec. — 3.986 o o 

Ditto of Eall Florida, &c. — — — 4,750 o o 

Ditto of Weft Florida, Ac. — — — 4,800 o o 

General furveys in North America, — — — 1,601 14 o 

On account of Sencgambia, — „— — S»S?° 0 0 

The marriage portion of the Queen of Denmark, — 40,000 o o 


Carried forward, £.5,254,97012 5s 
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Brought over, 

Towards building a paffage to the Houfe of Commons, — 

For maintaining, &c. Britifh forts and fettlements on the coafl of 
Africa, — — — — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum, to difcharge certain an¬ 
nuities, cilablifhcd on account of ce*tain navy, viftualling, and tranf- 
port bills, &c. — —- — —- 

To replace to ditto the like fum, iffued for paying the management of 
the laid annuities, — — — — 

To replace to ditto the like fum, iffited for difcharging the annuities 
attending l'uch part of the joint-fleck as was redeemed, he. —- 

To replace to ditto the like fum paid out of the fame, to make good 
the deficiency on fcvcral rates, duties, he. — — 

To replace to ditto the like fum paid out of the fame, to make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wine, cyder, and perry, &c. 

For a compcnfation to Dr. Peter Swinton, for the damage fuftained 
by him at Chcflcr during the late rebellion, — — 

To enable his Majcfly to redeem and pay off the remainder of the 
capital flock of annuities, granted in rcfpeil of certain navy, viilualling, 
and tranfport bills, ordnance debentures, he. — — 

To enable his Majcfly to redeem and pay off the fourth part of the 
capital flock of annuities eflablifhed by the ait of 3d George III. to be 
redeemed, he. — — — — 

Towards difcharging the debt of the navy, — — 

To nuke good the deficiency of the grants for the fcrvice of 1766, 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — —* — 

For putting forth apprentices from the laid hofpital, — 

To the African Company, on account of the eflablifhment of Senegal 
and its dependencies, &c. — — — 

Towards defraying the contingent cxpences of the forces ferving in 
North America, — —- „— — 

Total of Supplies, 

Ways and Means for this year 
Malt-tax, — _ — — 

The land-tax, which was this year reduced to 3s. in the pound, 

By Exchequer bills, — — — 

By annuities and lottery, 

From the finking fund, — — 

Ditto, — ' 


5,254,970 12 5! 

2,000 O O 

13,000 O O 

HI' 

104,506 ir 10 

1,592 * 9♦ 

8,708 17 74 
49,660 9 2 

J 2 . 75 8 J 3 7 
700 o o 

i>74V77 6 10 n 


875,000 o 0 
300,000 o 0 
129,144 2 8 
28,000 o o 
1,500 o o 


3,500 o o 


2,000 O 0 

8,528,818, O I 

£■ i* d. 
700,000 o c 
1,528,568 II II 
1,800,000 o c 
1,500,000 o c 
469,147 14 s 
2,010,121 10 : 


Carried forward, 


£.8,007,837 16 
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Brought over, 

By monies remaining in the Exchequer for the difpofition of Par¬ 
liament, — — —- — 

By monies granted out of certain favings, &c. — 

From monies ifiued for the relief of officers widows. See. 

From the produce of duties. See. granted for proaefting, fecuring 
the Britifh colonies, — — — - 

By monies remaining in the Exchequer, granted in the laft fe 
towards the militia, — — — ' — 

By monies agreed to be paid by his Moft Chriftian Majefty, 01 
count of French prifoners, &c. — —* —- 

Total of ways and me%ns. 

Supply granted, — 

Excefs of provifions, —- 


£. s. d. 
8,007,837 16 6J- 


35,202 

9 

2 

261,571 

13 

3 * 

7»844 

17 

9 

I 10,000 

0 

0 

> 



150,000 

0 

0 

181,000 

0 

0 

8*753*456 

16 


8,528,818 

0 

if- 

£• 224,638 

16 

7v 


ftdr* The charge of the pay and cloathirtg of the militia, for one year, beginning the 25th of 
March, 1767, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies arifing by the land-tax, granted for 
the ferviqp of 1767. 

Additional duties, &c. for this year :— 

An additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every dozen of baft or ftraw, chip, cane, and horfe- 
liair hats and bonnets, which, after the 2d of April, 1767, fhould be entered inward at any 
port in this kingdom : alfo an additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every pound weight avoir¬ 
dupois of the materials of the aforefaid articles, entered inwards, after the above date.—Thefe 
additional duties were ordered to be carried to the finking fund, towards making good the pay¬ 
ments made thereout of the annuities attending the fum of 1,500,000!. 

An additional duty of 3d per ell was laid upon all linen cloth or fheeting, above one yard 
English in width, which fhould be imported into this kingdom, except from Holland and 
Flanders: and alfo the fame per ell, upon all canvas drilling, fo imported. This exception 
is, however, only to be underftood of cloth manufactured in thofc countries; as all others, 
though imported from thence, are equally liable to the faid duties.—Thcfc duties were carried 
to the finking fund, for the purpofe above-mentioned. 

An additional duty of one halfpenny per ell was laid upon all foreign canvas, Dutch barrafs, 
or Heflens, imported into this kingdom. 

All foreign lawns imported into this kingdom, were ordered to he rated as Silefia lawns, and 
pay accordingly : and, over and above the faid duty, an additional one of 3d. per yard was laid 
upon all foreign lawns. 

A fum not exceeding 15,000!. per annum, arifing from the faid duties, was voted to remain 
in the Exchequer, as a fund for the encouragement of railing and drefling hemp and flax in this 
kingdom, in fucli manner as Parliament fhould direff ; and the remainder of the faid duties 
was ordered to be referved in the Exchequer, for the future difpofition of Parliament. 

There was granted to his Majefty, upon the portage of letters, fee. between Great Britain 
and the Ifle of Man, for every fingle letter 2d. a double letter qd. a treble letter fid. and for 

tfVery 
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1767 every ounce 8d. and fo in proportion for every packet of deeds, writs, and other things. And 
for the pottage, &c. of letters and packets within the faid ittand, fuch rates, in proportion to 
the number of miles or ftages, as were eftablifhed for the iiland, port, or conveyance of letters 
and packets in England.—The monies arifing by thefe rates, were appropriated to fuch ufes as 
the prefent rates of pottage were applicable. 

The properties of perfons in any lhip or cargo, or both, were allowed t<S* b*e allured to the 
amount of 1000I. by a policy {lamp 4 f 5s.; and any larger fum, by a policy with two fuch 
{lamps. 

Grey or ferow falt,*{alt fcalr, fand fcak, cruftinga, &c. allowed to be taken from the falt- 
works in England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, to be ufed as manure, upon payment of 
a duty of id per bufltel only. 

The duties payable upon fuccus liquorit'ue, imported into this kingdom were repealed : and, 
in lieu thereof, a duty of jos. per hundred-weight, was laid upon fuccus lijwcrhia imported.— 
The laid duty to be appropriated to fuch ufes as the duty to be repealed was made applicable. 

A fubfidy of 6d. in the pound, according to the value fpecified in the book of rates, referred 
to in an aft of the 12th of Charles II. laid upon the exportation from this kingdom of fuch 
rice as fhould have been exported duty free, by virtue of an aft made in this fettion : and the 
faid fubfidy was referved in the Exchequer for the difpofition of Parliament. 

A duty of 4s. 8d. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all crown, plate, flint, and 
white glafs; and is. ’td^per hundred-weight avoirdupois, upon all green glafs imported into 
tire Britilh colonies, &c. in America. • 

Such duties as fhould be equal to a moiety of the duties granted by two afls made in the 
10th and 12th of Queen Anne, or of any fubfequent aft, upon paper, paftc-boards, mill-boards, 
and feale-boards, rcfpcftively, were laid upon thefe articles imported into the faid colonics. 

A duty of 2s. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all red and white lead, and 
painters colours, imported into the laid colonies. 

A duty of 3d. per pound weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all tea imported into the faid 
colonics.—The fin'd unties were to be applied towards making a more adequate provifion for 
the charge of adminiftering juftice, and thefupport of civil government, in thofe colonies where 
it fhould be found ncccflary ; the rcfidue to be paid into the Exchequer, and referved for de¬ 
fraying the neccffary cxpcnces of protefting the faid colonies. 

On the exportation of teas to Ireland, and the Britifh dominions in America, a draw¬ 
back was allowed, for a limited time, of all the duties paid thereupon: and the inland duty of 
is. per pound weight, upon all black and fingloteas confumed in Great Britain, was taken off, 
for a limited time ; and fuch indemnification was agreed to be made by the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany to the public, in lieu of fuch duties, as we have before ftated. 

The fcvcral other resolutions were alfo agreed to by the Houfc of Commons, of which the 
following is the fubftance : 

Such monies as fhould be paid into the Exchequer between the 5th of April 1767, and the 
5th of April 1768, of the produce of the duties charged by an aft made in the 5th of his pre¬ 
fent Majcfty, upon the importation and exportation of gum Senegal and gum Arabic, were 
applied towards making good the fupply granted to his Majcfty. 

The fum of 84,604k 3s. 3d. remaining in the Exchequer, of the two-fevenths exciie, 
granted fly an aft of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, after fatisfying fcveral incum- 

Vot. IV. P branccs, 
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charge of fuch annuities, See. payable out of the faid fum, ' 

The *a made in the 7 th of George II. chap. 18. and which was continued in force, by 
feveral fubfequent afts until the 29th of September, 1767, and from thence to the end of the 
then next feflion, being nearexpiring, was thought fit to be continued. 

The allowance by an aft of the 29th of George II. upon prompt payment of the ftafiip du¬ 
ties on licences for'excifeable liquors, was reduced to Ihc fame rate as thofe of other flamp duties. 

Upon the exportation, from this kingdom, of coffee and cocoa nuts, the produftion of the 
Britifb colonies in America, a drawback was allowed of the duties payable upon the importa¬ 
tion thereof. 

Ribbands and filks, printed, fiained, or painted in this kingdom, though lefs than half a 
yard in breadth, were declared to be within the meaning of certain afts of the 10th and I atfat 
of Queen Anne, and liable to the duties therein mentioned. 

The drawbacks payable on China earthen-ware exported to America, were difeontinued. 

Twenty other refolutions were agreed to by the Houfe of Commons; by the firft of which, 
all duties then payable to his Majefty, upon goods imported into, or exported from the lile of 
Man, were aboliihed ; but by the eighteen next following refolutions, a great variety of new 
duties upon fuch goods were impofed, which it would be unneceffary to particularize, except 
the 20th refolution, which was as follows :— ! 

“ That fuch bounties as may hereafter become due and payable, under the feveral afts 
which have been made for the encouragement of the British white-herring filhery, be paid by 
the receiver-general of the cuftoms, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, out of any 
monies remaining in his hands.” 

A general ftatement of the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, Handing out the 
5th day of January, 1767, with the annual intereft, or other charges payable for the fame. 


* Exchequer, — —- 

Eaft India Company, — — 

Bank of England, —- —- 

By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 
cn the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.—Ditto on 
the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 1761; as 
alfo on the annuities of 1 per cent, for 98 years, 
to the fubferibers to the loan of 12,000,000!. 
granted for the fervice of the year 1762, toge¬ 
ther with the charges of management to the 
Bank of England, — — 

South Sea Company, — •— 


Principal debt. 
£’ s ‘ d. 
2,037,381 12 9i 
4,200,000 o o 
97 . 479,724 >2 44 


Annual Intertjl , See. 
£■ d. 

153,422 4 8 
127,687 JO o 
3,261,526 14 3* 


— 27,125,309 13 n* 


335,079 *0 
829,507 8 


Total, 


130,842,415 19 


4,707,223 


* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 
t,ooo,oool. charged on the deduftion of 6d. per pound on penfions, nor the fum of 1,800,000!. borrowed in 
1766, and charged on the fupplies of 1764. 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 
Comb tries . 

Africa,,- — —* 

Canaries, .. —— 

Denmark aim Norway, —» 

Eaft Country, — 

Eaft India, — ■ ' — 

Flanders, —— 

France, 'mm — — 

Germany, —- —— 

Greenland, ' 

Holland, “ 

Ireland, ~ — 

Italy, , — ff-' 

Madeira* —•’* -*• 

Portugal, —, 

Ruflia, — 

Spain, —- — 

Streights, —• 

Sweden, — ■— 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, - .- — 

Alderney, —-— •— 

Guernfey, - —- — 

Anguilla, 

Antigua, ....... .a.- 

Barbadoes, —- — 

Bermudas, - — 

Canada, — .. 

Carolina, — —• 

Dominica, — - 

Florida, ■ 

Georgia, — ——— 

Granades, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, 1 ■ 

Jamaica, — 1 — ~ 

Martinico, — — 

Montferrat, —— 

New England, ——— 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, •— 

New York, •— 

Nova Scotia, 

Pennfylvania, — 

St. Chriftopher’s, » .— 

St. Croix, —* 

St. Euftatia, ■ * 

St. J ohn’s Ifland, — 

St. Lucia, —■ — 

St. Vincent, .— — 

Tortola, . .— •“ 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Spanifh Weft Indies, —— 

.Weft Indies in general. 

Totals, 


8 

it 

6 

o 

a 

5 

3 


from Christman 1766, 
Imports, 

£. 55,981 « 6 

— 6,061 19 4 

7S,jo8 3 10 

— 167,083 7 6 

‘,981,173 o t 

-» 468,32 a 13 1 

174,089 17 4 

— 680,963 9 10 

7,900 17 9 

1 743*703 f 

1,103,285 V 
630,447 17 
6,211 o 

— 340,289 13 

— 822,271 14 

593 * 5°4 *9 

— h ,375 *9 »« 

*75.5* 5 7 6 

— 99,95° *5 *° 

57-457 »* 7 

- 153 13 o 

— ‘ 7 > 8 i >8 4 9 

—- 18,646 15* 8 

— 4 ,«i 7 *3 “> 

— 394 , 7*7 *° 2 

— a 19,68a 3 9 

- 1,417 12 J 

■ 42,044 12 S 

— 395,027 to t 

— 118,978 19 3 

——« 12,681 6 8 

35 > 85 6 *5 7 

— 243,618 18 3 

— 9,94a to it 

*> 2 43>74 2 >3 9 
- 571 o 8 

— 54-96° 9 9 

60,690 14 7 

— 128,207 17 4 

—■ 48,950 18 6 

— 4 , 4 8 7 3 o 

61,422 18 7 

— 753 4 5 

37,641 «7 o 

276,013 9 9, 
10,584 1 2 

— 2,740 7 8 

— 178 12 8 

—— 629 13 9 

— 24,28a 7 1 

* 48,864 8 4 

— 437 , 9*6 15 o 

15,61 1 8 3 

a a,°73,956 o 11 


to Christmas 1767. 

Experts. 
£. $58,061 5 8 
38,289 4 5 
159,730 16 * 
150,754 1 ro 
1,272,654 13 3 

S 45 > 9*9 l 4 3 
232,031 7 4 

*,506,293 to II 


‘-539-705 

18 

0 

1,880,480 

‘3 

9 

606,506 

5 

I 

34* *53 

5 

6 

Cl c.080 

‘4 

3 

125,208 

>9 

7 

‘, 144,777 

‘9 

8 

69 , 77 * 

5 

4 

44,336 16 

5 

44,094 

*9 

IO 

31,984 

3 

O 

1,242 

*3 

O 

36,968 

15 

6 

21,652 

0 

4 

119,740 

16 

6 

145,083 

4 

4 

‘a , 1 33 

9 

4 

194,406 

3 

9 

244 ,°93 

6 

O 

30,863 

6 

6 

30,963 ‘3 

X 1 

* 3,334 

14 

2 

89,767 

‘9 

2 

4,981 

18 

8 

467,681 

4 

4 

23,07 1 

9 

3 

11,875 18 

8 

406,081 

9 

2 

53 , 5 co 

10 

7 

14,986 

0 

3 

417,957 

‘5 

5 

a 5,094 

10 

I 

371,830 

8 

IO 

106,162 

8 

7 

882 

7 

2 

1,942 

O 

8 

14,822 

2 

O 

27,010 

I 

4 

437,628 

2 

6 

7,995 

4 

5 

763 13 

O 

‘ 3 > 844 ,S‘ 1 

I 

8 


Exports exceed the Imports f ‘> 77 ®» 55 S 0 9 


The 
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j 767 The chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London were, tlas year, as 

Chriftened, males 8,211 
— — . . . females 7,769 

15,980 

Bills of births and burials in different parts of England and Europe. 

Paris,—born, 19,747; deaths, 19,875. • ” ' 

Amlterdam,—births, 4,908 ; deaths, 6999. 

Copenhagen,—births, 2,957; deaths, 3,361; marriage*; 909. 

In the duichy ofSchleiwig the births were 6,971 » and the deaths 6,384. 

In the dutchy of Holftcin the births were 4,771 ; and the deaths 3,736. 

Turin,—births, 2,956; deaths, 5,980. *> 

Brunfwick,—births, 1,241; deaths, 1,022. 

Durham,—births, 149; deaths, 155; marriages, 65. 

Whitby,—births, 298; deaths, 177; marriages, 55. 

Chefter,—births, 351; deaths, 367 ; marriages, 143. 

According to a calculation made in 1760, and lately publiflied at Stockholm, there wore in 
the kingdom of Sweden 1,127,938 men and boys, and 1,255,175 women and girls,—in all, 
2,313,K3 perfons.—The number of noblemen were 10,045.—The clergy, with the fchools 
and colleges, amounted to 4,488, or, including their wives and children, 18,197; and the 
number of thofe who had a right of freedom in the cities and towns, were 162,888. It ap¬ 
peared, that there had been an increafe of 2,773 inhabitants, ^ ncc ^ le > car 1758- 
1768 In the recommencement of a regular oppofition to Great Britain, which had taken place 
during the hit year, the aflembly of Maffachufets openly took the lead, by fending a circular 
letter to every colony, inviting them all to join in a communication and harmony ot fenti- 
ments, and in afferting the injuftice of the Britifh Miniftry to the American colonies. 

One of the moft unfortunate circumftanccs which could attend thefe unhappy altercations, 
was the enmity which had for fome time fubfifted, and did then fubfift, between the aflembly 
of Maffachufet’s and its governor. He was a man of coniiderable abilities, but was regarded 
as a fwom champion of the royal prerogative. In confcquencc of this opinion, he met with 
obftru&ions in every thing he undertook ; and the party violence with which he had to con¬ 
tend, was animated with as much inveteracy againft his perfon, as with hatred to the meafurcs 
winch he thought it his duty to fupport. The confequcnces of this diflention were very in¬ 
jurious to the parties interefted in the great queflions then in agitation. To this mutual ill 
will of the Governor and the Houfe of Rcprefentatives, may he imputed a great increafe of 
that violent altercation, which now fubfifled between Great Britain and America. 

The new afts of the Britifli Legiflature, renewed and afforded freih materials for the ill- 
humour which fubfifted between this colony and Governor Bernard. Indeed all idea of mo¬ 
deration feems, at this time, to have been loft, in the violence with which the aflembly mani- 
fefted their oppofition to him; and as the colonies had greatly exafperated the Britifh Miniftry 
by their obftinateconduft, the Governor was inftrufted to aft with vigour and resolution. 
fy A letter alfo, which he had officially received from the Earl of Shelburne, one of the Secre- 
taries qf -State, containing very fevere anitnadverfions on the conduft of the Aflembly, encieaf- 
** * ed 


Buried, males 11,306 
females 11,306 


22,612 
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j 768 ed the fpirit of tii(content to fuch a degree, that the Governor, finding it a vain tafk to foften, 
by any proper means, the refra&ory difpofition of the Affembly, thought proper to adjourn it. 

In the midft of thefe diftra&ions in America, a new eftablilhment was made at home, by 
which a Secretary of State was appointed to the foie department of the colonies. Much good 
was expefted to rcfult from an arrangement, which had been left as a kind of legacy to his 
country by the late Mr. Charles Townfhend, whofe death was, at this time, and with great 
reafon, confidered as A national misfortune. I,ord Hilllborough was the firft American Se¬ 
cretary, and one of the earlieft adts of this new created office, was a circular letter to the go¬ 
vernors of all the colonies, who had before received the circular letters from the Maffachufet’s 
Affembly, in order to exprefs his Majcfty’s difapprobation of a meafure, which was confidered 
by the royal mind as tending to excite an open oppofition to, and denial of the authority of 
Parliament, and to fubvert the true principles of the confiitution. 

A letter was alfo written from the fame Mmiller to Governor Barnard, with an order to 
make a requifition to the Afftmbly of Maflachufct, in his Majdly’s name, to refeind the re- 
folution which gave birth to their circular letter, and to declare their difapprobation of fuch a 
rafh and liafty proceeding. 

But, whatever hopes were entertained, at this period, of an approaching reconciliation, 
from the meafurcs we have juft related, they foon vanifhed in the refufal of the Affembly to 
refeind the refolutions of the former Houfe, winch actually confirmed them by a diviiion of 
ninety-two to fevcntcen voices. 

The other affcmblies of the American continent, now followed the example of that we have 
juft deferibed. They treated the circular letters written to each of them by the Secretary of 
State, cxadlly in the fame manner; and, in their anfwcr to him, juftitied the conduit of the 
Affembly at Bofton in a language fimilar to that which it had ufed to juftify itfelf, nor were 
they backward in holding forth the fame explicit condemnation of the late meafures of the 
Britifh government. 

To prove alfo the decided fpirit with which they ailed, they renewed their former combi¬ 
nations againft the ufr and importation of Englilh goods, except fuch as were of the mod in- 
dil'pcnfablc neceffity, and rcfolvcd that fuch agreements flioulJ remain in full force till the late 
aits of the Britilli Parliament were entirely repealed. 

In the month of June a great tumult alfo happened at Bofton, in confequcnce of a fe'.zure 
made by the Board of Cuftoms of a (loop belonging to one of the principal merchants of that 
town. It appeared, that this floop was difeharged of a caTgo of wine, and in part rc-hucu 
with a quantity of oil, without any great attention having been paid to the new laws or the 
Cuftom-houfc regulations. Immediately on the feizure, the 0Ulcers made a ftgnal to the 
Romnev man of war, and lier boats were font manned and armed, to cut away the Hoop’s 
faftenings and convey her under the protect ion of that Blip. In confequcnce of this, the po¬ 
pulace foon affenibled, and not only treated the commiffioners of the cuftoms with every per- 
‘ fonal indignity, but attacked their houfes, broke their windows, and having hauled the Col- 
leitor’s boat alliore, burned it to allies. The officers of the cuftoms, alarmed for thefafety of 
their lives, retired on board the man of war, from whence they removed to Caftle William, a 
fortification on afniall ifland in the harbour, where they relumed the fun&ions of their office. 

In Ihort, the temper and conduit of tlie people became every day more licentious. An ac¬ 
count from England, that the petition which the Affembly had tranfmitted to its agent, had 
not been prefented, bccaufe fuch agent had tffccn appointed by the Afiembly without the con- 

fent 
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1768 ftnt of the Governor, tending, in no fmail degree, to cncrctfe the public difeontents; mid the 
tiiffolution of the General Aflernbly, added another comburfible to the flame. Indeed, fuch 
was the growing fpirit of {’edition among all ciaffcs of people, that government thought it nc- 
cefiary to convince tne colonies, that it would no longer fubmit to thofe indignities with which 
its authority was daily infuited. For this purpofe, therefore, troops were ordered to repair to 
Bofton in fufficient numbers to intimidate the refra&ory and to fupport the well-afteftcd. 

On receiving this intelligence, the inhabitants ctf Bofton petitioned the Governor to call a 
General Alfembiy, which he informed them it was not in his power to do, till he had his 
Majefty’s permiffion for that purpofe, according to inftruClions he had received from England. 
On this refufal of the Governor, they called an Affembly, arid gave it tire title of a Con¬ 
vention. 

Among otljer meafures of this meeting, which were hoftile to the power of Government, the 
root lemat kable was a requisition to the inhabitants, to put tlt^mfclves in a poflure of defence 
Egainft any fudden attapk of an enemy. This requell was founded on an apprehension, as it 
was then Hated, of an approaching rupture with France. The intention of this meafure, 
which was the boldeft that the colonies had yet taken, was too obvious not to be generally 
underftood : and it required no uncommon fagacity to difeover the final aim of thofe who had 
fomented, with fo much zeal, the ditlradlions and diicontents which now prevailed through¬ 
out the American colonies. * 

The firft meafure of the Convention was to addrefs the Governor, difclaiming all pretence 
to any ojher power than that of advifing among themfclves on the alarming fituation of their 
affairs, and to entreat him to convoke a General Affembly, as the inoil conftitutional remedy 
for thofe evils with which the province was threatened. But the Governor remained in¬ 
flexible; and he accompanied the denial of their requelFwith the moil ferious admonitions to 
refleCt on the nature, and what might be the confequence, of their conduCt. The Conven¬ 
tion, therefore, after fending a juftificatory meffage to the Governor, which he refufed to re¬ 
ceive, appointed a committee to draw up a report of their proceedings, the motives which pro¬ 
duced them, and a ftatement of their grievances; which report being approved, and ordered 
to be tranfmitted to their agent in London, to counteract the unfavourable impreflions which 
the violence of their late proceedings might have occafioned, the meeting was diffolved. 

The very day on which the convention broke up, was remarkable for the arrival of feveral ’ 
frigates and Hoops of war from Hallifax, and fome tranfports with two regiments and a de¬ 
tachment of artillery on board, in the harbour of Bofton. Some difficulties at firft took place, 
relative to the quartering of the troops, and objections were made to their admiffion into the 
town, as no barracks had been prepared for their reception. But this obftruCtion was foon re¬ 
moved, by fitting up certain houfes which were to be reputed barracks, and the council con- 
fented to allow the barrack provifions ufually fumifhed by the colony. General Gage arrived 
foon after, as did two regiments from Ireland; and the late fpirit of turbulence and outrage 
began to give way to an appearance of moderation and tranquillity. '* 

From the voluminous mifcellany of public writings, which the colony tranfaClions of the 
prefent year produced, we fhall only feled the follosving agreements entered into by the inha¬ 
bitants of Bofton and New York. 

“ The merchants and traders in the town of Bofton, having taken into confederation the 
deplorable fittp$Dfa of the||gde, and the many difficulties it at prefent labours under, on ac¬ 
count of the fcarcity « Mip Sy. which is daily increafing for want of the other remittances to 
*• difeharge 
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768 difcharge our debts in Great Britain, and the large fums collefted by the officers of the Cuf- 
toms for duties on goods imported; the heavy taxes levied to difcharge the debts contracted by 
the Government in the late war; the embarraffinents and reftriftions laid on the trade by the 
feveral late afts sf Parliament; together with the bad fucccfs of our cod filhery this feafon, 
and the difeouraging profpeft of the wliale ftfhery, by which our principal fources of remit¬ 
tances arc like to be greatly dimini(hed tl and we, thereby, rendered unable to pay the debts we 
owe the merchants in Great Britain, and to continue the importation of goods from thence. 

“ We, the fubferibers, in order to relieve the trade, under thofc difeouragements, to pro¬ 
mote induftry, frugality, and economy, and to difeourage luxury, and every kind of extra¬ 
vagance, do promife and engage to and with each other as follows: 

Firft, That we will not fend for or import from Great Britain, either upon our own 
account, or upon commiffioji, this fall, any other goods than what arc already ordered for the 
fall fuppfy. 

Secondly, That we will not fend for or import any kind of goods or merchandize from 
Great Britain, either on our own account, or on commiffions, or any otherwife, from Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1769, to January t, 1770, except fait, coals, fiih-hooks and lines, liamp and duck bar 
lead and (hot, wool cards and wool wire. 

“ Thirdly, That wc will not purchafe of any fafior or others, any kind of goods imported 
from Great Britain from January 1769, to January 1770. 

“ Fourthly, That we will not import, on our own account, or on commiffiops, or pur¬ 
chafe of any who (hall import from any other colony in America, from January 1769 to Ja¬ 
nuary 1770, any tea, glafs, paper, or other goods, commonly imported from Great Britain. 

“ Fifthly, That we wiil not, from and after the firft of January 1769, import into this pro¬ 
vince any tea, paper, glals, or painter’s colours, until the aft impoling duties on thofc articles * 
(hall be repealed. 

“ In witnefs whereof, &c.”-Dated Auguft 1, 1768. 

On the 15th of September following, the inhabitants of New York, incited, according to 
their own declaration, by the example of thole of Eofton, entered into a fimilar agreement for 
the non-ufe and non-importation of Britifh produce and manufaftures. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company were now become an objeft of annual confide ration, 
and as fuch, will continue to claim our particular attention. 

Though the agreement which the Company had entered into with Government was to con¬ 
tinue another year, yet as the aft which reftrained their dividends to ten per cent, was now 
expired, a bill was brought into Parliament to reft rain them, in the fame manner, for the 
enfuing year. 

T he Company, greatly alarmed at the apparent perfevcrance in a meafure, which they ap¬ 
prehended fo totally fubverfive of their rights, prefented a ftrong petition againft it. In this 
they ihewed the right they pofleffed, by their charter, to declare their own dividends; that the 
regulations already eftablifhed by the Legifiature would be, at all times, fufficicnt to prevent 
an improvident ufc being made of fuch powers ; and affined the Houfe, that they would make 
no increafe of their dividends, unlefe the fituation of their affairs (hould afford ample convic¬ 
tion, that, in juftice and prudence, they (hould be warranted in fo doing. 

This meafure occafioned very animated debates in the Houfe of Commons, when'all the 
arguments of the preceding year were reiterated, and the fecond reftraining bill carried by a 

great 
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m ,; n n W . ,v met. however, like the former, with a powerful oppofltioti in the Houfe 


he 

.1C <5 

of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, of what remains unpaid ol the reilitmion money ol Meer Ja,- 
iier, to the feveral perfons to whom it is due, according to their claims, as admitted by the 
committee formerly appointed for that purpoie, whether inch claims arc found to arife lioin 
loflc-s in trade, of fait, beetle nut, or tobacco, or not.” 

Tlie numbers for the queftion were 115.—Againd it, 223. 

The Court of Directors of the Eaft India Company, at a meeting held on the 29th of the 
fame month, came to the following refolurion. 

Rcfobcd* “ As the mod cfTeftual method to prevent the falc of the command of Blips in 
the company’s fervice, that from and after the 25th of March following, upon the death of a 
commander of any fhip employed or to be cmployed-«n the company’s fervice, or whenever 
there fhould lie a vacancy of a commander, by refignation, incapacity, or othervvife, another 
commander fiiall be chofen by the Court of Direftors, to fupply fuch vacancy, out of perfons 
who have commanded a fliip in the company’s fervice, or who have performed, at lead, one 
voyage in the capacity of chief or fecond mate to the Eaft Indies; and that fuch choice or ap¬ 
pointment iliall be made by ballot. 

“ And that, from and after the faid 25th of March, no fliip be tendered for the cotr.panv's 
fervice, but iubjeft to the faid regulation ; and that no fhip dial! be built in the room of any 
fliip worn out or loft in the company’s fervice, without the leave of the Court of Di¬ 
reftors, &c.” 

A very popular bill for limiting the duration of its Parliaments, and making them eleftive 
once in eight years, palled this winter in Ireland, and received the royal affent. Before this 
period, the Irifh Parliament was determinable only by the King’s life. 

On the 12th of March the Parliament of Great Britain was didolvcd, and on the 10th of 
May the Parliament met; and, after renewing the provilion bills, which was the principal 
objeft of its being aflcmblcd at this time, it was adjourned on the 21ft of the lame month, 
and afterwards prorogued. 

To relieve, in forne degree, the growing diftrefles of certain manufaftures, his Majefly was 
pleafed to order, that the court mournings fhould not, for the future, continue longer than 
one half of the time which had been ufunlly obferved. This order was Blued officially from' 
the Lord Chamberlain’s office, and was dated the 12th of January in this year. This aft of 
confederate goodnefs in his Majcfty, was followed by an add refs from the Lord Mayor, Al¬ 
dermen, and a great number of confiderable manufafturers and traders of the cities of London 
and Weftminftcr ; the wardens, afliftants, &c. of the art and myftery of weaving, alio pre¬ 
sented their particular and moft grateful acknowledgments to the Throne, on an occahon in 
which they were fo deeply intereftod. 

The quantity.of rice imported from Charleftown, from November 1, 1767, to September 
23, in the prefent year, was r 11,203 barrels. 

The conncftion which fubfifts between commerce and the fine arts, calls upon us to notice 
the eftablilhment of a royal academy for the encouragement of the latter. Towards the clofc 
of this year, his Majefty, ever ready to encourage ufeful improvements, and always intent 
upon promoting ev<*y branch of ja||||^ knowledge, was gracioully pleafed to inftitute, in the 

metropolis 
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ijC'S metropolis of iiis kingdom, a Royal Academy of Arts, to be under his own immediate pa¬ 
tronage, am? the direction of forty attifts of the fir ft rank in their fevcral profe.T.on.;, 

The following treaty was concluded in this veai, between the French King and the republic 
of Genoa, for the cckmn of lhe iiiand of Cornea. 

“ 1. The republic of Genoa cedes the kingdom of Corfka, together wiilt its fortr-Jles, to 
France, the latter pa;, big in money for the artillery and warlike ilorts, according to a valuation 
which lhn.ll be made of them. 

“ If. The ioveuignty of that if and IbsIJ always remain \efb.\l in the lepchfc. 

“ III. livery perfon fliall be pieTried in his dk on proving the right he ha; to them. 

“ IV. The Corficans fliall he deemed iubjecis of France lb long us the i,.:ter conifgiue» in 
poiTefTion of that itic\ 

“ V. France fliall he obliged to nrunt: hr there fien battalions. 

* ! VI. I ranee fliall guaiamee the G.iwcnk commerce agaii.'R tire Corfican or I’atbary 
cruder;. 


“ VII. In cafe the republic fnould be defirous of reluming again th; ; ilhm of that king¬ 
dom, it fl»a!l repay to !• ratios all the charges that crown fliall have bie.i at by for 

wliieh pur pole an exaft account lira!: be kept ol all that the latter brail have advanced, ai J bke- 
vvile of the revenues it (hail have collected. , 

“ VII J. Tire King litall bellow in property on the republic, lire foverdgnty of the ifle of 
Caprcat.” 

'This treaty contains Kfides three fee.—t articles. 

The French King a!f> puidiihrd a he! .ration, dated Auguft S, i;SS, to his people of Cor- 
fca, (for fo Ire might lit.iady like than,) in which he piomiles to in lure them ail the advan¬ 
tages of the French government. 

It might have been apprehended, that this trea'v would be confidcrcd as an ittrraClion of 
that of Aix-la-Cliapc!!o, by whir h it had been pror ,dcd, that no change ihould be made in the 
flate of Italy. KV.citKdcl' , it was permitted to take place without any interruption hem the 
powers apparently j n t ere id c d in .t. 

The Iloufo of Autlrla was, peihapr, too much engaged in the diduibanccs of Poland and 
the war then breaking curt between i urkcv and RtiiLa, to attend to this event; and tile Iv.ng 
of Sardinia did not aitivelv interfere, hcc.aufe he could not obtain that fupport which would 
haye alone put him in a capacity to have done it with efieft. V, hr!e, at this moment, the 
councils of Great Britain were fo occupied with domeflic broils and internal diilraftions, that 


this flride of Gallic power wrs fubmitted to with acquiefccncc ratlier than oppdltion. 

The ifland of Corfica was of very little confcquencc while it was poflclled by the n public 
of Genoa; and if it had, by its ftrnggles, acquired independence, it could have Ken no <>bjc£t 
of jealoufy or danger to any other power: but as an acquilition to 1 ranee, thougn ;c does not 
appear to have then anfwercd any political puvpofe to that crown, it was ccnbdcred by the po¬ 
liticians.of tlic day, as pregnant with much future inconvenience to the difleient Lutopeau 


powers, who were concerned in the commerce of the Mediterranean ha. 

In the courfe of this year, 4,173 Ihips were cleared from the port ot Ncwcaftlc, being .453 
more than in the preceding one, ui whicli 3,718 were coatlway?, atui 445 foreign pn.w;. 
The Dutch fent out this year on the whale tiiherv, 1 J 4 Ihips. 


The number of vcflcls which entered the Tesel, were 1,602. 

Vol. IV. ■ <-l 
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J?68 The number of veflcis which arrived at Koningfberg, in Pruffia, during the fame period, 
were 763. 

Ditto at Dantzick, 1,190. 

The following bills, among many others, received the royal allcnt during the couric of 

this year. 

T o continue and amend an aft for allowing the free importation of falted beef, pork, bacon 
and butter, from Ireland, for a limited time; and for allowing the free importation of the fame 
articles from the Britilh dominions in America. 

For further regulating the proceedings of the Eaft India Company with refpeft to making 
dividends. 

For more effeftually fupplving the town of Hallifax with water. See. 

For makiifg, &c. a navigable cut or canal from Birmingham to Billion, and for making 
collateral cuts and waggon ways from feveral coal mines ; and for continuing the laid canal to 
Autherly, there to communicate with the canal now making between the rivers Trent and 
Severn. 

*1 p amend an aft for the better regulating journeyman taylors within the bills of mor¬ 
tality. 

To continue feveral afts for better encouraging the whale filliery. 

For the more eafy and cffeftual recovery of the penalties and forfeitures infiifted by afts re¬ 
lating to the trade and revenue of the Britifh colonies in America. 

lor making a navigable canal from the river Forth, at or near the mouth of the river Car- 
ron, in the county of Stirling, to the river Clyde, to a place called Dalmair Burnfoot, in the 
county of Dunbarton, and a collateral cut to Glafgow. 

1 o permit the exportation of certain quantities of malt, now lying in his Majefly’j 
wrarehoul'cs. 


Forfurther continuing the laws then in force, relating to the exportation and importation 
of corn, for a limited time, See. 

For allowing a further time for the free importation of rice from North America. 

For the more effeftually preventing the clandelline importation of foreign fpirits, and for 
explaining an aft which relates to penalties inflifted upon perfons fell 
excifeable liquors by retail, without licence. See. 


Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1768. 

For 16,000 fcamcn, including 4,287 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — — 

For 17,253 land forces, including 2,460 invalids, ice. — 

For maintaining his Majefty’s forces and garrifons in the Plantations, 
Africa, Gibraltar, icc. — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irifh cftablifhments 
of fix regiments of foot, icc. — - _ 

General and ftaff officers in Great Britain, — — 

For the full pay of certain reduced officers, Ac. —- 


ale, beer, or 
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Carried over, 


2,275,906 17 s '*. 
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Brought over, 

For the office of ordnance for the land fcrvice, _ 

For fervices of the office of ordnance for land fervice, not provided 
for by Parliament, — — _ _ 

To enable his Majefty to pay off one third part of the capital flock of 
annuities at four per cent, eflablifliefi by an aft of the third of his Ma- 
jefVy, Sec. — — 

Towards building and repairs of ffiips, Sec. 

To the truftecs of the Britiffi Mufeum, —- _ 

To the penfions of officers widows, Sec. —- _ 

On account of reduced officers and marines, — 

For allowances to lever'al officers, Sec. of the two reduced troops of 

horfe guards. Sec. — — — _ 

For out-pcnfioners of Chelfea Ilofpital, — — 

For extraordinarics of the army, not provided for by Parliament, 

On account of the civil cflabliihmcnt of Nova Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Fall Florida, —- *— — 

Ditto of Well Florida, — — — 

On account of furveys in North America, — —- 

On account of the civil eftabiithment of Sencgambia, — 

For difcliarging certain Exchequer bills, — — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum iflued thereout to make 
good certain deficiencies, Nc. — — — 

To replace to ditto for ditto, — — — 

To the committee of the African Company, to be employed in main¬ 
taining forts and fcttlcincnts on the coafl of Africa, — 

For the Foundling Hofpital, &c. — — 

To ditto for apprenticing children, See. — — 

To make good to his Majefly the like fum ill'ued by liis Majelly’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrefies of the Houfe of Commons, 

For deficiencies of grants for the fervice of 1767, — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, efla- 
hlifhedbyan aft of the third of George 111 . in refpeft of certain navy, 
viftualling and tranfport bills, and debentures, Sec. — 

To replace to ditto the like fum iflued thereout, fora certain payment 
of annuities eftablilhed by an aft of the third of George HI. for granting 
additional duties on cyder and perry. Sec. — — 

To redeem and pay off the remaining parts of the faid capital flock of 
annuities, —- — — — 

Total, 1 
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The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing 

fupplics. 

L- 

s. 

J. 

The malt tax, — — 

— 

700,000 

0 

0 

The land ditto, — — — 

By certain annuities, 


1, 528,568 

11 

0 

"I- 

0 

By a lottery, — — 

— 

600,000 

0 

0 

By Exchequer bills, — — 

— 

i,8oo,cco 

0 

0 

1'iom the linking fund, — ~— 

— 

2,250,000 

0 

0 

By certain 1 jrplulJes, — — 

— 

70,000 

0 

0 

Bv aguement with the End India Company, 

— 

400,000 

0 

0 

Ftom certain exceiics and balances, — 

— 

106,358 

n 

8 

Total of ways and means provided, &c. —* 

' — 

8 j 754 ’ 9 2 7 

9 

7 +- 

Ditto of lupplics granted, Sec. — . — 


8 ’ 33 S> 74 <2 

1 r 

2 1 - 

Exccfs of proviftons, — — 

— 

419,180 

18 

41 - 


r?' The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginning 
March 25, 1768, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies ariling by the land tax, granted 
for the fervice of the year 176S. 

A general ilatcmcnt of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, (landing out Janu¬ 


ary 5, 1768, with the annual mtereft, &c. 

* Exchequer, — —* 

Eaft India Company, — 

Bank of England, — 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761 ; as alfo on the annuities of 1 per cent, 
for 98 years to the lubferibers to the loan of 
I2,ooo,oool. granted for the fervice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — 

South Sea Company, — 

Total, 


Principal 

Debt. 

Annual htlcrr/l, he, 

f. 

s. 

d. 

£■ </. 

2,036,68; 

12 

91 

1 3 .v. 33 8 4 8 

4,200,000 

O 

0 

127,687 10 0 

96,362,945 

I 

s! 

3,202,031 1 !0‘ 


— 333,423 2 9 

27,125,309 13 ill 8-9,507 8 

12 9 > 7 2 4 » 93 6 8 2 l 4,645,997 7 5 


* The laird taxes and duties on malt being- annual grants, are not charged in this account, iwr the i.onn/v oh 
charged on the deduction of 6d. per pound ou per.fious, nor the i,8oo,oool. burr arced in *>'»/, charged on the 
fupplies in 1768, 
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j.768 The following additional duties and refolutions were agreed to, in this year, by the Houfe 
of Commons. 

February 23.—Grew or crow fait, fait fcale, fatid fcale, cruflings, or other foul fait, was 
allowed to be taken from the fait works in England, Wales, or Berwick, upon Tweed, to be 
fold as manure, upon payment of a duty of 4d. per buflicl only. 

All policies, by which the property of one perfon, or of a particular number of perfons in 
one general paitncrlhip, or of one bAcly politic or corporate, in any fhip, or cargo, or both, 
fhould be allured to the amount of more than 1000I. was voted to be {lamped with two five 
{hilling {lamps. 

So much of an aft, made in the thirty-third year ofGeorge ITT. entitled, “ An Aft for en¬ 
couraging the Exportation of Rum and Spirits, of the Growth, Produce, and Manufafture 
of the Britilh Sugar Plantations from this Kingdom, and of Britifh Spirits made from Me- 
JallK-,” as direfts that the lum, or (pints, of the growth, produce, and manufaftures of the 
Britidi fugar plantations in Ameiica, which fhould be entitled to the allowance of the duty of 
cullom, and freed from the duty of exciie, on exportation thereof, ihould be proof fpirits, 
was repealed : and upon the exportation of fucli rum, or fpirits, there was an allowance or 
drawback, of ail the duties of cufloms payable upon the importation thereof; and fucli rum, 
or fpirits, were freed and ditcharged from all duties of cxcifc, though the fame Ihould not 

be proof (pirits. * 

A general account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, 
from December 15, 1767, to December 13, 1768. • 


ClITUhTLXLJ). 

Buried. 

Males, 

8.321 

Males, 12,134 

Females, 

7 > 7 21 

Females, 11,505 

Total, 

16,042 

Total, 23,639 


Bills of births, buriak, Ac, in different parts of Great Britain and Europe, for the year 


1768. 


Paris,—born, 17,578; deaths, ?c,So8, foundlings received, 6,0:5. 
Amfterdam,— born, 4,741 ; deaths, 0,656. 

Turin,—born, 2,962; deaths, 7,167. 

Koningtbcrg,—births, 2,152; deaths, 1.763. 

Dant/ic,—births, 1,913; deaths, 

Manchcfter and Sclford,-births, 960 • deaths, 867 ; marriages, 399. 

.Darlington,--births, 135 ; deal 

City and luburbs of ^ oik, bit 

Norwich,-births, 1,049; deaths, 1,-36. 

Ts'ewcallle and Gatclhcad, bin 

Sunderland,—-—births, 249 ; uc.11 

Whitby,-births, 226; deal hr, 

Chcfter,-births, 380; deaths, 422 ; n:nv. ; ; s, 

Liverpool,—births, 1,057 > death-, 1 •' ' •>* 


194; 

niarnages, 34. 

410 ; 

deaths, 505; mar: 

* 5 ’ 3 (l 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 

Countries. 

Africa, — — 

Canaries, —— 

Denmark and Norway, — 

Eaft Country, — 

Eaft India, —- 

Flanders, — — 

France, — - 

Germany, — — 

Greenland, . . . 

Holland, *— 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, — — 

Madciras — — 

Portugal, < — 

Ruilia, ' — — 

Spain, ■— 

Strciglits, —• 

Sweden, — — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, - . - 

Alderney, — — 

Guernfev, - - 

Jerfev, . — - — 

Anguilla, ■ 

Antigua, " — 

Barbadoes, . 

Bermbdas, — —— ™- 

Carolina, — — 

Dominica, — — 

Florida, ■ — 

Georgia, —- - - - 

Granades, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, 

Jamaica, . .. 

Montferrat, —— 

New England, .. - 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, ——• 

Nova Scotia, —■ 

Pcnnfyl vania, — 

St. Cbriftophcr’s, - -. 

St. Croix, — — 

Sr. Lucia, - — 

St. Thomas, — — 

St. Vincent, .. 

Tobago, — — 

Tortola, —— 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Spanifh Weft Indies, •— 

Weft Indies in general. 

Totals, 

Exports exceed tke Imports, 


from Christmas 1767, to Christmas 1768. 


£- 


Imports . 


330,015 9 

281,461 3 

829 8 

37,162 6 

508,108 6 

303,828 14 
14,078 6 
42,402 


4 

8 

o 

4 

10 

8 

3 

to 

2 
6 
9 

3 


376,940 12 
8,008 7 
1,215,628 19 
69,563 11 
71,144 17 10 
148,375 3 6 
48,357 
2 , 5 i 3 
87,115 

1,247 

59,406 
301,328 


o 

6 


5 10 
2 6 


8 

! 5 


12,383 19 
891 

19 

35 , 7 6 * 


50,443 19 10 
406,048 13 ji 
34,633 s * 


11,878,661 2 7 
3,239,321 13 b 


Exports, 


'. 67,249 I 

4 

612,392 

9 

8 

4,785 5 

5 

39,840 

19 

5 

79,043 ! 5 

S 

178,041 

7 

10 

318,840 13 

4 

I 24, I 2 I 

5 

3 

i, 5 0 7>963 0 

3 

I, I 56,082 

16 

8 

118,595 16 

5 

608,2 58 

9 

1 

133,10b 7 

3 

271,828 

1 5 

7 

689,562 17 

9 

1,499,732 

0 

4 

12,483 15 

6 

63 

12 

0 

455,814 4 

9 

1,744-974 

S 

8 

1,226,094 0 

3 

2,248,315 

6 

S 

673,915 11 

5 

781,350 

11 

11 

3,864 16 

8 

25,588 

6 

3 

391,502 } 

8 

711,908 

4 

4 

934,817 13 

6 

126,569 

*4 

4 

472,045 2 

6 

1,076,005 

7 

IO 

12,212 18 

.6 

91,005 

18 

2 

204,278 17 

T 

56.352 

*9 

7 

103,679 i,; 

4 

109,194 

7 

8 

78,209 6 

4 

4>,294 

'7 

8 

13+ 1$ 

0 

662 

8 

6 

21,850 3 

4 

29,031 

7 

6 

14,302 9 

6,607 12 

8 

1 

17,762 

5 

9 


1 3 2 » 1 39 

9 

6 

191,601 

17 

7 

10,526 

9 

ir 

110,598 

12 

5 

289,868 

I 2 

3 

18,411 

3 

I 

32,572 

O 

7 

56,562 

13 

5 

; 120,419 

18 

2 

5,500 

13 

9 

473 > *46 

'3 

3 

25-572 

5 

IO 

15,874 

0 

3 

4 ' 9,797 

9 

4 

46,761 

2 

l 

6,752 

13 

9 

482,930 

14 

4 

J 9 > 57 ‘ 

1 2 

10 

431,107 

17 

4 

143,739 

0 

7 

6,387 

4 

4 


24-553 

13 

4 

485 

0 

2 

17,746 

0 

9 

47 5-954 

6 

2 

4*094 

18 

O 

3,328 15 

6 

15,117,982 

16 

1 
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769 The critical ftate of our American colonies, had been mentioned in a very particular manner 
from the Throne at tire opening of this feffion of Parliament, in the preceding month of No¬ 
vember ; and, on this account, as well as the great importance of the fubjeft, it was, of courfe, 
confidered as the principal objeft of parliamentary attention. Indeed, the public looked with 
much folicitude to the operations of this feffion ; when it was hoped, tltat an effeftual remedy 
would be found for the growing difcojitents on the other ilde of the Atlantic ocean. The 
heavy cenfures palled in his Majclly’s fpcech on the conduft of one of the American colonies, 
could not but incrcafe the general expeftation on the iffue of a buiinefs in which the whole 
Britilh empire was fo deeply interefied: they were alfo the previous tokens of the new fyftem 
which appeared to have been formed, at this time, in regard to America, and the determina¬ 
tion which the Britilh government # had made to change the lenity and forbearance hitherto ex- 
ercifed, into feverity and compullion. • 

A committee of the whole Houle of Commons had been formed early in the feffion, for the 
purpofe of an enquiry into American affairs, and many and long debates took place on the 
interefting fubjefts which naturally arole in the courfe of fuch an important inveftigation. 
At length, however, an addrefs was prefented to the King by both Houfes, wherein they 
palled the levered cenfures on the conduft of the Affembly of Maffachufcts, and declared its 
refolutions, which tended to call in queftion the authority of the fupreme legiflature to make 
laws to hind the colonies in all calcs whatfoever, to be illegal, unconftitutional, and deroga¬ 
tory from the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. The circular letter alfo, which that af¬ 
fembly had written to the other colonies, inviting them to join in a common petition againft 
thole claims, was condemned as illegal, unconftitutional, and unwarrantable in a people who 
acknowledged themfclvcs l'uhjcft to the crown of Great Britain. It was no lefs reprobated as 
injurious to the Britilh nation, and evidently calculated to fpread difeontent and create faftions 
lioftilc to the parent Hate, and diteftly fubverlivc of its fovcrcignty over the colonies. 

The town of Bofton, in particular, was reprefented, by this addrefs, as the feat of lawlefs 
tumult, in which no r. fpeft was paid to the civil government, and where the officers of his 
jUajcfty’s revenues were not only obftrufted in the execution of their duty, but had been in 
man iff ft danger of loling their lives on attempting to execute it. It was therefore urged, that 
the executive power ought to interpofe, in order to effeft that by force, which lenity had no,,, 
hitherto, been able to produce. 

In fhort, after condemning, in the moft unreferved manner, the whole conduft of the peo¬ 
ple of Bofton, the addrefs expreffed a moll hearty concurrence in the meafures that had been 
taken to reduce that town and province to the obedience due to Great Britain. It promifed a 
firm fupport of all the meafures neccffary for that end, and concluded by adviting, that an ex¬ 
emplary punifhmcnt Ihould be inf)idled on the authors of the late dilorders. hor this purpofe 
it was requefted, that George Barnard might be direfted to tranfmit the fulleft information 
he could obtain, of all treafons or mifprilion ol treafon committed within his government, 
fiucc December 30, 1767, <kc. that his Majcfty might illuc a lpecial commtlfion for enquiring 
into and determining upon the guilt of the offenders within this realm, aceoiding to a ftatute 
of Henry VII 1 . in cafe his Majelly, on the Governor’s report, fhould lee fufficient ground, 
for fuch proceeding. 

This conduft of adminiflration was violently and ably oppofed : but whether the Americans 
were right or wrong, was no longer a queftion. An idea was now adopted, that the dignity 
of the Hate mull, at all hazards, be fupported. This was indeed an argument of no fmall 

weight; 
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i-tin vvcieht; bin ii>c orc.ifTon on whitb a nation’s honour to be a flirted tbjmniiih'O “’i Oiare 

ofcunn.kratmn. However, the hlinii’.ry of t!||t pciied, woe «.■/ opinion that i‘h: ci:-ft;tit • 
ilanrcs of the moment juftified the mcaiurcs they had nJoj'tcd, ami intended to purine, to 
fuftain die honour of government, am! that they limit h! prove ti.onilcKv % enemies to ’he na¬ 
tional cliarafter, if they did not inhll on a dbc/l and explicit tickn&vv.’ci!gmen t < f the lo¬ 
ve reign ty of Great Britain from the Amciiean colonies. 

As the agreement which the Ural India Company had entered into with Government, as 
well as the a£t for reftraining their dividends were now near ex; Ivin?, the company thought it 
a proper time, before another reftraining bill was brought in, to make prcpofalr. to the Mi- 
niflry, for the balls of a new agreement; to obtain, if pollibje, nioic c>, unable conditions, 
and to fettle their allairs upon a more permanent foundation. A long negotiation, then, fore, 
was entered Into upon this fubjeft, and many ptopofals made and tele ted. 

The great point which the company bad in view, was to obtain Ionic return or comp* - illa¬ 
tion for the great fum of money which they annually paid to government, lor this pm pole, 
among fovcral other propofals, a prolongation of their charter for five years was required, and 
confidered as a moderate equivalent; it was, h<>\vcve v , r.blbiatdy r.fried. 

The obtaining money horn tiie company, was now become r past of the fyftem of govtra- 
nicnt ; and was conlieleicJ ahnoft as a^iart of the current fervice. The interference in their 
affairs, bv icftrnftHg their dividends, demonflratcd to tltat body, that they were in the hands 
of a power which they were unable to rclifl. They could not indeed but perceive, that it was 
too late to make conditions, and that even a firta'i relaxation of the reftrjftivcpower, was rather 
confidcicd as a favour than acknowledged as a compcnfation. 

In thci’c circumftanets, after a long train of negotiation, and the holding of fevera! general 
courts upon the lubjeft, an agreement was at length concluded, and a bill was accordingly 
brought in to confitm it, and palTed into a law. 

By this agreement, the company continue to pay to the public for five years to come, tbs 
annual fum of 400,000!. They arc at liberty to incrcafc their dividend in that time to t 2! 
per cent, the encreafe not to exceed one percent, in any one year, li the company from any 
caufe arc, duiing that time, under a nccelhty of reducing their dividends, an equal fum Ilia?! 
be deducted from the annual payment made to government; but if their divhknd fhoidu be 
reduced to fix per cent, then the payment to the public is to be difeontinued. The company 
are bound to export during this term, Britilh goods equal in value, upon nil average, wish 
thofe exported annually for the laft five years : and if any furplus of the company’s caih (hall 
remain in England, after payment of certain fpccified debts, it is to be lent to the public at 
two per cent. 

Such were the terms of this agreement, and fuch the opulence of a company of merchants, 
as, belidcs the immenfe fums they paid to government in duties, to be in a capacity to allbid 
a yearly douceur to the public, which would be no inconlidcrablc revenue to a fovcrcign 
Prince. 

At this period, the French Eaft India Company prefents a very different commercial pi flu re. 
This trading fociety, which had long made a very capital figure in the commercial world, and 
feemed, within a very few years, to have been on the point of obtaining a monopoly of trade 
and power in the Eaft, now funk into a ruined and bankrupt ftate. The King immediately 
fufpended their exclufive privileges, and laid the trade to the Eaft open to all his fubjefts; 
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*769 con%ning, at the tame time, the affairs of the company, to the care bf the tniniftry to adjuft 
and fettle, But the various fch ernes which were then formed for tiie reftoration of the old 
company, and the eftablifhment of a new one, were accompanied with fuch infurmountable 
difficulties,, as to prove wholly incffeflual. Nor was the laying open of the trade attended with 
the fuccefs that was expefted ; the merchants being very fie* in engaging in it, .though the 
King, by way of encouragement, lent them fome of his own fhips to convey their commodi¬ 
ties to the Eaft. The garrifon and cfvii eftablifhments were,, however, fupported in their em¬ 
itting form by the crown. 

French commerce was alfo, at this time, greatly diftreffed by a continued cuurfc of bank- 
ruptcies, for very large fums, throughout the kingdom : one of thefe failures, at MarfeiLles, 
was for the amazing fum of 20,000,000 of livres. The defperate manoeuvre of the French 
miniftcr, which, at one ftroke, reduced the intereft of the public funds to i{- per cent, with¬ 
out allowing an alternative of withdrawing their money to the public creditors, and at the 
fame time taking away the furvivorfhip in the tontines, ftruck at the root of all national faith, 
and .was attended with very fatal confequences to the private, as well as public credit of the 
nation. 

July. 12.—The. following queftion was determined by ballot at the Eaft India Houfe, by 
279 votes agairtft 259—“ That this court do agree with the court of direflors, that it is necel- 
fary, at this time, to fend out a commiflion with extraordinary powers, to regulate their af¬ 
fairs in India." 

The circumftances of the Eaft India Company at this period, required fomc„dccifive regu¬ 
lations relative to the oriental adminiftration of their affairs ; which might, among other good 
confequences, remove the diffatisfaflion which had prevailed throughout the nation with re- 
fpeft to the management of them. 

The confequences of the late war in the Carnatic were not confined to the Eaft Indies: the 
alarm was caught at home, where the diftance of the objefl, and the uncertain knowledge of 
. the danger, having room to operate upon the imagination, multiplied, as is ufual in fuch cafes, 
the fears of the people concerned in fo great a degree, that India Hock fell above 60 per cent, 
in a few days. It was in vjin that the direflors produced their difpatches from India, and 
fhewed that the Company had never been in a more flourifhing ftate : the contrary ^opinion 
was f<? prevalent, that time alone could correfl the confequences of it. 

It was at this time that the direflors thought it neceffary to take fome effectual measures to 
check the abufes and jnifmanagemcnts which had fo much difgraccd the Company’s govern¬ 
ment in India, and which had been fo pernicious to its interefts both there and at. home.— 
For thi| important purpofc, it was thought neceffary that three gentlemen of character, as well 
as of great ability and experience in the Company’s affairs io that part of the world, fhould 
be invefted with extraordinary powers, and fent thither under the character of fupervifors, with, 
full authority to examine into and reflify fhe concerns of every department, and a full power 
of controul over all their other fervants in India. This refohmon of the direflors was con¬ 
firmed, as we have juft related, by a vote of tire general court of proprietors; and, after fome 
delays, occafioned by the interference of government, Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Seraftpn, and Co¬ 
lonel Ford, all of whom had before ferved with reputation, the two fiift in a civil, and the 
latter in a military capacity, in that part of tire world, were accordingly appointed to tins 
fervice. 

Vot. IV. 
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AN HISTORICAL AND* CHRONOLOGICAL ' DSDHCtlON 

According to the account of a French writer on the fdbjeft of the Guinea trade, the fol¬ 
lowing number of negro Have* were this year bartered for on die eoaft of Africa, from Cape 
Blanco to R io Congo, by the different European nations. 


Great Britain, ' — _ 53,1 OO 

Britilh America, 6,3^0 

France, — 23,520 • 

Holland, — 11,300 * 

Portugal, —. .*7,00 

Denmark, — 1,200 


In all, . 97,120 Bought by barter for European and Indian 

, .... mahufa&ures, chiefly at about 15I. each. 

Total amount of Britifli Blips and leamen employed in 

the trade between Great Britain and 

her colonies on the continent of America, in this year. 


1* 

Colonies. 

Ships. 

Seamen. 

Hudfon’s Bay, — — 

4 

130 

Labrador, (American veffcls) 120 


* „ 

Newfoundland, (2,000 boats)* — 

380 

20 » 5 ' 6 o 

Canada, , — — •— 

34 

408 

. Nova Scotia, — — 

6 

72 

New England, —- — 

44 

552 

Rhode Ifland, Connefticut, and New Hampfltire, 3 

36 

New York, — , — ' — 

30 

330 

Pennfylvania, — — . 

35 

390 

Virginia and Maryland, — — 

33 0 

3,960 

North Carolina, — — 

34 

408 

South Carolina, — 

140 

1,680 

Georgia, —- —• —■ 

* 24 

240 

St. Auguftine, —> —* 

a 

84 

Perifacola, ■ —> — — 

10 

120 


Total Blips, 1,078 28,910 . Total fcamen. 


# • 

m.m number of Blips which paffed the Sound this year, is as follows:— 

From Bretdcn, 

99 

From Lubeck, 

49 

— Courland, 

10 

<— — Pruffia, 

896, 

w-— Denmark, 

1,032 

—— - RufBa, 

35 

—— Dantzick,. 

262 

—r Roftock, 

. 62 

— — England, 

1,842 

—— Sweden, 

*,*49 

—— France, 

23 

—- Spain, 

3 

. Holland, 

2 . 5 08 ■ 

•W x'-‘ ' 1 a 

• 

Hamburg, 

80 ■’ *■ . 

. . Total, 

7 » 3 8 ® 
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, The following bill* relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aflent this year:— 

A bill to continue and amend an aft for the free- iimportation of Irifh. failed provifions for a 
further limited time, and alfo from the American colonics. 

For carrying into execution propofals inade by the Eaft I^dia Company for the payment of 
400,000!, annually to the public, for a limited time. * 

For, making perpetual an aft of the of George III, to continue the duties for the encour¬ 

agement of the coinage of money. 

For allowing liberty to carry rice from South- Carolina and Georgia to other parts of 
America. 

For making a navigable cut or canal from Qxford tefCoventry. 

For further encouraging the growrh*of lilk in America. 

For the better fecUring the duties of cuftoms. *’ 

For permitting the free importation of raw hides from Ireland and America.' * 

For difeontinuing upon die exportation of iron imported in foreign (hips, the drawbacks of 
fuch parts of the duties payable thereon, as exceed .the duties payable upon iron imported in 
Britiffi ftiips. See. 

For improving the navigation of the Clyde. " 

For permitting from Jerfey and Guernfcy tire exportation of goods to Newfoundland. 

For the prefervation of harbour moorings, and puniffiing perfons ftealing his Msjcfiy’s 
naval Ilores. ' 

, Supplies granted by Parliament for this year„ JT. s . d . 

For 16,000 fearoei), including marines, Sec. — 832,000 o o 

For 17,142 land-forces. Sec. — — 602,673 15 7 

For maintaining garrifons in the plantations, Gibraltar, Sec. See. 397,835 18 7 

For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irilh cftablifhmeitts 
of five regiments and four companies of foot. See. —- .. 4,661 12 7 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officers. Sec. — — 12,203 11 61 

For defraying the charge of full pay. See. to certain reduced officers, fee. 4,763 5 o 

For the ordinary of the navy. Sec. — —- 410,255 8 1 

Towards building and repairing fhips, &c. See. — 282,413 o o 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, >77-947 >3 o 

For Cervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia¬ 
ment in 1768, — — — — 43,812 19 o 

For widows penfiotis, Sec. —. — — 1,480 o o 

For reduced officers, See. — —- . — 127,020 o o 

For allowances to Certain .reduced officers and private .gentlemen of 
the two reduced troops of horfe-guards. Sec. —• — 1,331 o o 

Towards the charge of Chelfea out-penfioners, — 107,394 15'10 

Towards the civil cilablirfunent of Nova Scotia, — 4,375 17 it 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — —• 3,086 *0 o 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, Sec. — — 4,75° 0 o 

Ditto of Well: Florida, Sec. — , — — 4,800 o o 

On account of furveys in America, — — —* ■ ^.,*,785 4 o 

Towards the civil cftablifliment of Scncgambia, — 5,550 o o 


Carried forward, £-3,030,140 6 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DtD0 

, Brought over, £■ 

For difehnrging certain Exchequer bills, &C. — 

To Charles DirsgW of London, merchant, as a reward for his having 
crcf-eJ and brought to perfection, for the benefit of the public, a wind 
f.nv-mill at Limehoufe, for the purpofe of manufacturing timber into 
V.. ::: ;>0t and deals ; and as a r.v.ompcncc for the !pls he fuflained in the 
vCifu! Tili uCtion of the laid wind faw-mill, by a number of riotous and 
difordt-rSv perfons, — — — . — 

To dil’eharge the arrears of the civil lift, —* ■— 

Towards eredting a magazine fbr gunpowder in Portfmouth harbour, 
Towards the extraordinaries of the land-forces,«&c, not provided for 
by I’arliameht, — — — *— 

For replacing to the finking fund the like fum iffiied thereout. 

For ditto, — — — - — 

To the Foundling Hofpital, , — — — 

To ditto, to apprentice certain children, — — 


ance of the addreftes of the Houfe of Commons, — 

Towards an additional building, &c. to the Houfe of Commons, 
Towards discharging the debts of the navy, — — 

'Fo make good the deficiency of grants for the fervicc of 1760,. 

For repairing and maintaining forts, kc. on the coaft of Africa, 

To pay the prizes in the prefent lottery, &c — — 

To the Levant Company, to aflift it in carrying on its trade. 

Towards making a new road to 1 lolyhcad at the foot of Penmaen Mawi 
To Frederick Lafontainc, $cc. to encourage the making of faltpetre. 

Total of Supplies, 

40 

Ways and Mjcays for this year 
Malt -tax, — — — — 

The land-tax, — — 

By Exchequer hills, — •— — 

The Eaft India Company, — — — 

.Lottery, — — —• — 

Out of certain favings, See. — — — 

Certain furpluffes, — — — — 

From the finking fund, — — , — 

Out of certain unapplied monies, Ac, >— — 

Out,of certain monies in the Exchequer, for the difpofal of Parliament, 

* 

Total of ways and means, 

Supply granted, —« 


CTIOft 


3,030, 140 6 if 

1,So 0,000 o o 


2,000 

0 

a 

5 ! 3 > 5 ” 

0 

0 

4,000 

r 

0 

0 

238,557 

2 

2 

*M 3 » 

18 

6 

18.930 

3 

4 } 

If >957 

10 

0 

5 , 0 °° 

0 

0 

n, 3,231 

16 

c 

16,500 

0 

0 

3,00c 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

. 0 

i 86,043 

1 

** r 

/ -r 

2,000 

O 

0 

600,coo 

0 

O 

S,2C0 

0 

0 

', 2,000 

0 

0 

2,OCO 

O 

0 

6,900,002 

17 

10] 

£■ 

J. 

j 

it • 

700,000 

O 

O 

1,528,568 

31 

1 j ’ 

1,800,000 

O 

O 

400,000 

O 

O 

780,000 

O 

0 

30,000 

O 

0 

1 -*» •* » ** *■» 

1 ,> 3 » ! / 

*5 

66 

1,664,822 

4 

Si- 

109,864 

*9 

41 

59,8 79 

8 

Si- 

7,208,312 

*9 

9} 

6,900,002 

1 7 

1 of 


Exccfs of provifions, 


£• 308,310 1 11; 

The 
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1769 td > The charge of the j»ay and doatJiing of the milit'a for this year, from \hrci, 2 $, 1 76c;, 
was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies ariling by the land-tax granted for the fiervjcc of 
the year 1 769. 

Additional duties, regulation of duties, and bounties in this year. 

Afoijfih 14.—The duties of excife, payable upon leal 11 .ins, tanned, tawed, or drefied, within 
this kingdom, were taken olF; an l in lieu thereof, a duty ofcxeife of 1 was laid upon every 
pound weight avoirdupois of fuel) liiitis : the laid duty was applied to the lame ufes as thole 
takjn off had been appropriated. 

Jj>ril 11.—Such of the monies as Ihould be paid in»o the receipt of the Exchequer, after 
April 4, 1769, and before Apr il 5, 1770, of the produce of the duties charged hv an aft of 
the filth of his pit-lent Msjcify, upon the impoitatioii and exportation of gum Senega and 
gum Arabic, were ordered to be, ..polled towards making good the fupply gianted to his 
Majcfty. . * 

yfpi i! 12.—Such part of the duties which had been, or fhould be, paid upon iron imported 
into foreign-built lhips, nniignn-d bv lm eigne rs, as exceeds the duties payable upon iron im¬ 
ported in Biiiifh-built iliips, navigated by Britilh l'ubjefts, were voted not to be drawn back 
upon m-exportation. 

'i he drawback formerly parable upon flic -exportation of foreign rough hemp, and which 
was dil’continued by an act oi the liy.th of his prflent .Ma jelly, was icftored, upon com.Hr 0:: 
that the pre-emption' thereof lie offered to the commifiioncrs of the fiavv. The. aft of the 
fouith ol his p relent Majoftv, for granting a iihertv to carry rice from the provinces of South 
Carolina and Georgia, direftly to any part ol America to the lout!)ward of the laid provinces 
fnd alto a elaufe in an aft of the tilth of his laid M a idly, for more effect ua’iv fccuri-ig and 
cucouf aging the trade of hi-. Majesty's Amciiean dominions ; for repealing the inland duty on 
cofiec, and granting an inland duty on all coffee imported, except of the growth of the Miitiih 
dominions in America; for altciing the bounties and drawbacks upon itigars exported; for 
repealing part of an afY of the twenty-third of his late ^laieftv, whereby bar iron made m the 
laid dominions, was prohibit: J to be exported from Gieafr Britain, or carried coaftwife ; and 
for regulating the tees of the officers of the cu.cm? in the laid dominions, which gives liberty 
to export t ire tiom North Catolin.', in the lame manner as are enafted by the aft ol the fouttli 
ci hi.- pttllnf M lieftv, with refpsft to South Carolina and Georgia, being near expiiing, weie 
tl ought lit tn !.e comiU’.jed. 

Jj 15,—The aft of the tiril of his prefent Majcfty, to cont'nuc the duties for the cn - 
coviiagement ol'coiiiage of money, was made perpetual. 

Jj-> i! 17. — The annua! lum of 1.5C0I. granted to his M.-uclty lor the puncipa! lecrctanes of 
ftnte, to be difitUnited among the fleck?, in eompenlation for the advantage., Vvhirh thev cn- 
jovcu fiom their lending and reviving k-lie is and packets free from the duty of poll age, before 
the commencement of the act of the fouith of his prefent Majcfty, for preventing frauds and 
abides in Ending and receiving letters and pockets tree liom the duty oi portage, was made 
payable out of the revenues from the poft-olfiec. 

Jiitil 18. — As the fuither encouragement ot tin growth am! culture of raw hlk, in his Ma- 
lv fly's dominions in America, would be ol giver a J v a ntr-gc !> the ttade .md inanulaffuies of 
Great Ihitain, a bounty was e, anted in the nvtmwi tollowing, \i 7 -. during the full leven year?, 
the lum oi 2 ^1. for every icol. value ol IikIi raw fib. ; dm mg tno m .-it (even years, the turn ol 
20I. for cvciv tool, and duiii.g the. 1 ill li ven year.-, me lum ot 15^ ewiy ic,!., winch wax 
ordered to be paid out ol his Majvflv s cuhcjiir. 
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1769 IMPORTS ami EXPORTS, from Christmas 1768, to Christmas J769. 
. - Countries. Imports. . hxporis. 


Africa, *— —- — 

£■ 58.955 

12 

6 

£■ 605,180 

5 

11 

Canaries, — — 

6,612 

5 

11 

36,036 

6 

3 

Denmark and Norway, — 

82,469 

8 

4 

169.153 

6 

2 

Eaft Country, — — 

159,481 

*3 

9 

74.422 


2 

Eaft India, — — 

1,863,232 

1 + 

10 

1,-05,388 

i8 

4 

Flanders, — — 

103,27b 

18 

3 

623,579 

2 

10 

France, — ■ 

91,245 

6 

11 

113,310 

9 

U 

Germany, — — 

619,181 

il 

9 

1,338,866 

9 

8 

Greenland, — —• 

2»>353 

0 

5 

72 

0 

0 

Holland, «— 

323,720 

J 4 

5 

-m 

OO 

CM 

*U1 

*3 

1 

Ireland, . — — 

1,265,107 

1 2 

8 

1,964,742 

1 

9 

Italy, — — —— 

930.045 

19 . 

0 

746,220 

6 

2 

Madeiras; — — 

4.935 

9 

7 . 

2 7.459 

0 

5 

Portugal, — — 

369,120 

9 

1 

545 > 3 ( ’7 

O 

2 

Ruflia, — — — 

1,038,614 

15 

10 

1 S 8-777 

1 I 

5 

Spain, — •— — 

577 . 8 i 6 

6 

4 

830,893 

*9 

0 

■Streights, —■. — 

7.775 

5 

7 • 

142,237 

*5 

4 

Sweden, — — 

182.896 

S 

3 

57 » 2 i 1 

*4 

8 

Turkey, — — 

J 44 - 4 U ) 

17 

3 

90.880 

12 

6 

Venice, — — — 

60,376 

5 

8 

74-371 

8 

8 

Alderney, — — , 

112 

1 

0 

814 

18 

- 

Guernfey, * — — 

17,9 2 

12 

1 

' 37.508 

*4 

10 

Jeri'ey, — — — 

14,703 

7 

3 

27 . 4/1 

6 

5 

Anguilla, — — 

3.747 

17 

3 



— 

Antigua, — — 

232,680 

8 

6 

1 51,642 

2 

9 

Rarbadoes, — — 

254,092 

15 

6 

165,050 

IO 

9 

Rtrwudas, — — 

1.744 

19 

3 

12,621 

8* 

9 

Canada, — — 

43-434 

2 

3 

1 . 74,435 

5 

7 

Carolina, — — 

387.114 

12 

1 

306,600 

5 

6 

Dominica, — — 

J58 .543 

2 

4 

3 '-863 

to 

1 

Florida, — — 

i, 744 - 

12. 

2 

29,509 

4 

10 

Georgia, — ^ — 

82,270 

2 

3 

5 8 ,340 

19 

4 

Grenades, — — 

307,562 

15 

1 

ii 3.054 

6 

8 

Hudfon’s Bay, — — 

7.087 

5 

7 

4,655 

13 

4 

Jamaica, — — 

1,266,630 

9 

4 

570,468 

10 

11 

Montierrat, — — 

? 7* 6 53 

16 

0 

23, IJO 

I 

9 

Nevis, — — — 

40,379 

4 

6 

1 10,428 

9 

5 

New England, — — 

I2 9 - 3 S 3 

3 

8 

207,993 

14 

3 

Newfoundland, — — 

5°> 8 35 

3 

3 

64,080 

5 

4 

New Providence, — 

4-435 

15 

11 

6,682 

18 

8 

New York, — — 

73,466 

3 

9 

74,918 

7 

10 

Nova Scotia, — — 

2,270 

3 

7 

19,271 

0 

;> 

Pennfylvania, — - — 

26,111 

11 

4 

199,909 

17 

I I 

St. Croix, — 

18,220 

1 

3 

2,809 

4 

IO 

St. Kitts, — ■— 

224,096 

9 

9 

1 « 5,609 

10 

4 

St. Vincent, — — 

'70,772 

9 

3 

33,720 

16 

:o 

Tobago, — 


_— 


6,119 

0 

0 

Tortola, — — 

54.5 6 c> 

1 

5 

27,106 

? 2 

10 

Virginia and Maryland, 

36 (,892 

12 

0 

488,362 

15 

1 

Spamfli Weft Indies 

81,494 


6 

*1,352 

3 

7 

Totals, 

11,908,560 

16 

5 

13,438.236 

6 

11 

Exports exceed the Imports, 

i» 5 2 9^75 

10 

6 





The 



or T HI ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* Jre 

a. n. * . 

1769 TheHiriftentngs and burials within the bills of mortality of London and Weft minder far 
this year, arc as follows: 

Chriftcned, Males, 8,569 Buried, Males, 11,033 

Females, 8.145 Females, 10,814 


*6,714 , 21,847 

At Paris,—the births amounted to 19,445 ; deaths, 18.427 ; marriages, 4,860. The num¬ 
ber of foundlings received into the holpitals there, were 6,426. 

1770 The troops which were ftationed at Bofton had not produced thofe ends for which they had 
been fent thither; the colonies ftill continued their former refolution to oppofe Britilh impor¬ 
tations. Aflbeiations were puhiicly formed for this purpofe ; they met regularly, as if duly 
authorised by law ; and appointed committees to infpc'ft the cargoes of all veftels arriving from 
Britain. Severe cenfures weic palled upon all who refufed to concur in tholt aflociations; 
amd their names-were puhlilhed in the newfpapers, as enemies to .their country. In fome 
cafes, goods imported from Great Britain were immediately feized as foon as landed ; and 
fecured in warchoul'es to prevent their fale; in other cafes they weie re-fhipped and lent back 
to Great Britain. 

Nothing, however, had yet been done in England refpefting the affairs of the colonies; 
but a petition being, at this time, prcfented by the American merchants, letting forth the 
great lolfes they had fuftained hv, and the frital ciFcfts of the late laws, which, for the purpofe 
of railing a revenue in the colonies, had impofed duties upon goods exported from Great Bri¬ 
tain ; the Minilh y of Great Britain thought proper to bring in a bill to repeal fo much of the 
late aft, as related to the imposing a duty on paper, painter’s colours and glafs; but in order 
to prefeive the dignity of the legislature, and merely to favc the national honour, tire duty 
upon tea was continued. 

Many fttong arguments were produced in favour of repealing the aft in toto; among which, 
it was infilled that the tax would amount to no more thanjixteen thoul'and pounds; that to 
colleft it, the vs Hole cfiablilhmcnt of cuftom houfi-s, Ac. mull be continued, and that it would 
be v ery naturally conlidered in America, as an inlet to other taxes on the fame plan, whenever 
time and opportunity were more favourable than rhe prelent, for the British Miniilry to make 
fuch an attempt;—fubfequent experience too fully proved, that tins made ot ic".foiling was 
founded in truth. The continuance of the duty upon tea, trifling as it was, excited difton- 
tents in the colonies to a very violent degree, and tlieir objeftions to it-were precilelv thole 
which had been offered bv the oppolition in Parliament; that it would be made a precedent, 
upon which others of the fame nature might in future be demanded. 

Alarcb 26.—At a general court of the Eaft India Company, at their houfe in Leadcnhall- 
ftreet, the following qucllion was determined by ballot: 

“ Tbit the dividend on the capital ftock of this company, for the half year, commencing at 
Chriftinas laft, and ending at Midfummer next, be affix per cent.” 

For the queftion, 139-Againft it, 1. 

The following order of the Houfe of Commons appeared on the 27th of April, in the Lon- 
■ don Gazette. 

“ Jovis, 26 die sfprilh, 1770. 

“ Ordered, 'I hat Mr. Speaker do forthwith give notice', that the fum of 1,500,oool. capital 
flock of annuities, after the rate of 3I. 10s. per cent, cftablilhcd by an aft made in the aytlt 

year 
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A* n, 

3770 year of the reign of his iate Majdly King George II. intituled, An aft for framing to his 
Maiefty the ium of 2,000,000, to be railed by way of annuities and a lottery, and charged 
upon the finking fund, redeemable by Parliament, and for extending to Ireland the laws made 
in this kingdom againft,privatc and unlawful lotteries,—will be redeemed and paid oft’on the 
12th day of February next, after difeharging the intcreft then payable in rclpeft of the fame, 
agreeable to the claufes and powers of redemption contained in the laid aft. 

Which order, thus iignilied and publiihed by me, is to be fufficient notice of the repay¬ 
ment of 1,500,000b for which the laid annuities were eftablilhcd, and of the redemp¬ 
tion of the annuities as are attending the fame. 


'• -Fletcher Norton, Sweater . 

The following eft'nnate was this yearpublilhed inFranee, of the produce of that part of the 
bland of riifpar.iola, in the pofleffion of the French, and generally known by the name of 
St. Doliiingo, 

Sugar, two-thirds brown, 160,000 hoglheads, ten hundred weight each, £. s . ^ 

at 15I. ftcrling per hogfttead, — — — 2,400,000 o o 

Coffee, 5,000,000 pounds, at ed. per pound, — — 83,533 6 8 

Cotton, 8,coo bags, 300 pounds weight each, at 15I. per bag, 120,000 o o 

Tanned leather, 20,000 hides, at 20s. per hide, — 20,000 o o 

Indigo, 2,000,000pounds weight, at 35. per pound, — 150,000 o o 


Total, 2,773,353 6 8 


In the courfc of this year 3,890 (hips were cleared from Ncwcaflle, of which 3,520 was 
coaftwife, and 370 for foreign countries. 

The grofs produce of the duty on hops for one year, ending the 5th of January, 177 r. 



£• 

d. 

Barum, 

— — - 43 9 

2 

Bath, 

— — — 06 

6 

Bedford, 

— — 48 16 

0 

Bucks, 

— — — '9 9 

4 

Cambridge, 

— — . H 15 

S 

Canterbury, 

— <— 27,600 4 

2 

Cornwall, 

— — .121 8 

s 

Derby, 

— 406 n 

0 

Doncafter, 

— . 15 4 

4 

Dorftt, 

— — 146 

2 

Effcx, 

— «— 2,781 19 

8 

Exon, 

— — 15 id 

5 

Gloncefter, 

— — 23 10 

5 

Grantham, 

— — 43 ” 

0 

Hants, 

— — 8,324 12 

u 

Hereford, 

— 7 >° (>5 2 

4 

Hertford, 

— — 55 12 

8 

Lincoln, 

' — — i, 79 8 7 

4 


Carried over, 4^,442 17 

3 
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OP THE ORIGIN Of 


COMMERCE, 


*57 


J77° 

I-ynn, 
Manchefter, 
Northampton, 
<? Norwich, 
Oxon, 


Reading, 

Rochefter, 

Sartun, 


Salop, 

Sheffield, 

— 

Suffolk, 

* 

Surry, 

Suffer, 

Taunton, 

Tiverton, 

Faff 

ales, i 

Middle, 

Weft, 

Wolverhampton, 

"Worctflor, 


£■ s ' d. 
453,442 17 3 

22 7 3 

75 13 10 
265 
22 16 2 

O 8ll 
1,221 7 JJ 

28,243 12 8 
329 15 8 
9 2 0 
704 18 8 

1,191 to o 

138 17 U 
13,687 2 8 

6 13 o 

4114 

0 15 4 
. 19 9 o 
478 
4,340 14 10 
2,811 14 4 


Total, ioi,oSi 2 10 


Brought over. 



The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, recei\cd the royal affent in the courle 
of this year: 

To continue an aft for allowing the free exportation of tallow, hog's lard, and grcafc, for 
a furthet limited time. 

l or better regulating the navigation of the river Trent, from Wildcn Ferry, in the county 
of Derhv, to (tain thorough in Lincolnlhire. 

1 nr allowing the exportation ol mr.lt for a limited time. 

bor repealing pait of an act, lor granting certain duties in the Ill him colonies in America. 

To amend an aft to make a navigable cut, or canal, from the Trent, at or near \Y ildeii 
Ferry, in Derhylhire, to the river Merfey, fee. 

To continue the terms and powers granted, for keeping in repair the harbour of Mineiicad 
in Somcrfetihirc. 

To continue the duties granted for repairing the harbour and quay of Watchctt, in the find 
county. 

To continue an aft for encouraging the making of ind'go in the Britifh Plantations in 
America. 

To appropriate a fund for granting to his Majefty additional duties on certain foreign burns 
imported, and for eflabliihing a fund for encouraging the lading and drclling hemp and rlax. 

To continue an aft for granting a bounty on Biitilh and lrilh linens exported. 

Vol.1V. ‘ S 


Fez 



I^S an HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

t;;”o For regiftcring the prices at which corn is fold, in the feverai counties in Great Britain. 

ry “ The preamble to this aft only fuggefts, that a regifter of the prices at which corn is fold 
in the feverai counties of Great Britain, will be of public and general advantage: for which 
rcafon the juftices of the peace for each county in Great Britain, are required, at their quarter 
fcltiotns, next after September 29, annually to direft returns to be made weekly of the prices 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats and beans, from fo many matket-towns within their rcfpective 
counties, as they lliail think proper, not being lefs than two, nor more than lix ; and to ap¬ 
point a proper perfon to fend the fame to a perfon to be appointed to receive them ; and in cafe 
fitch perfon lhall die, ncglcft bis duty, or become incapable of performing it, any two juftices 
afting for the countv, may appoint another till the next quarter feftions, at which the juftices 
may either confirm fuch appointment, or chui'e another. 

“ By this’aft, the meal-weighers of the city of London are to take an account of the prices at 
the markets, within the laid city, and return the average weekly to the perfon appointed to re¬ 
ceive the fame. 

“ The juftices for each county fhall caufe alfo a ftandard Wincbcftcr bufhel of eight gallons to 
be kept at every market town, from whence fuch returns fhall be made , and fuch returns lhall 
be the average prices by the cuftomary meafure of each refpeftive market; and alfo by that 
Winchcftcr bulhcl. 

“ By this aft, the Lord High Treasurer is empowered to appoint a fit perfon to receive the 
returns at the Treafury, and to enter them fairly in a book kept lor that purpofe ; and all ex¬ 
ports a*nd imports of grain from and into Great Britain, with the bounties paid and received 
thereon, to be tranfmitted annually to the fame perfon, and regiftered in proper books by the 
perfon appointed to receive the returns of the prices from the feverai counties. It was enact¬ 
ed to continue in force for feven years.” 

To explain and amend feverai afts, for providing a public reward for difeovering the lon¬ 
gitude at fca. 

A bill to prevent delays of jufticc, by rcafon of privilege of Parliament. 

Though this bill appears, at the firft view, to be a mere practical alteration in law proc f;, 
a little further examination will difeover it, in its confequenccs, to operate very powerfully as a 
commercial advantage, and on that account we Until give a lhort abftraft of it. 

“ It is thereby cnafted, that from the 24th of June in this year, any perfon may, at air¬ 
time, commence or profecute any aftion or iuit, in any court of record, or court of admiralty, 
and in all caufcs matrimonial and teftamentarv, againft any Peer or Lord of Parliament c l 
Great Britain, or againft any of the knights, citizens and burgdlcs, and the coinmi‘!h.;:cn, 
for /hires and burghs of the Houfc of Commons of Great Britain, or againft their inc".:.i! or 
other fervants, or any other perfon entitled to the privilege of the Parliament of Great fh it::.; ; 
and no fuch aftion, fuit, or any other proccfs or proceeding thereupon, /ball at any time l.c 
imjrcached, ftayed, or delayed, by or under colour or pretence of any privilege of Parliament* 

“ It is ncverthelcfs provided, that nothing in this aft lhall extend to fubjeft the perfon <>l 
any l.ord or Member of Parliament to be arrefted or impiifoncd upon any fuch fuit or pro¬ 
ceeding: by this aft, however, obedience may he enforced to any rule of his Majcfty’s count, 
againft any perfon entitled to privilege of Parliament, by dillrefs infinite; and the i flues 
aiding from fuch diftrcfs may be fold, ftom time to time, for the payment of the plaintiff . 
cofts, &c.” 

A bill for the better regulating perfons employed in the fcrvice of the Eafl India Company. 

I'o 
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For compleating the navigation of the river Swale, from its junction vvitli the Ure to Mer¬ 
ton bridge, in Yorkfliirc. 

F or making a navigable canal from Leeds to the fea bank, near the North Ladies Walk, 
by Liverpool. 

F or extending the like liberty to the exportation of rice from lb.ft and Well Florida, to the 
fouthward of Cape Finiftorre, in Europe, as is granted to Carolina and Georgia. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free impoitation of Failed provihons from Ireland, and 


from the American colonies, for a further limited (Tie. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1770. 

For 17,66b land forces, Ac. — — — 

F or maintaining garvifons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, See. 

F or the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irilh eftablilhmcnt of 

five battalions, See. — — — _ 

For the pay of lire general anJ flaff officers, Ac. — 

I o.r del raying the charge of full pay for one year, for certain reduced 

F or the penhons payable to widows of certain reduced officers. 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefiy’s land forces and 
marines for the year 1770. — * — — 

For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 
troops of horfe guards, Ac. — — — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for tire land fen ice 
1 or defraying the expence of fervice perfo lined by the office of ordnance 
for land fen ice, not provided tor by Parliament in 1 769 — 

F'or 16,000 teamen, Ac. — — — 

For the ordinary of tire navy, — — 

Towards building, repairing, Ac. of /hips, Ac. — 

Towards the extraordinaries of his Majefly’s land forces, Ac. not pro¬ 
vided for by Parliament, — — — 

Towards the charge of Che! lea out-penfioners, — 

On account of the civil cflablilliment of Weft F lorida, Ac. 

Ditto of Fail F lorida, Ac. — — — 

Ditto of Georgia, Ac. — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 

On account of general furvevs in North America, — 

On account of the civil government of Senegambia, Ac. — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — — 

To the African Company, for maintaining forts, Ac. on the coat! of 
Africa, — — — — — 

Towards affifling the inhabitants of Barbadovs in defraying the expence 
of cleanfing the channel, repairing the mole, and tendering the harbour 
more fafe and commodious, — — — 

To make good to his Majeflv the like fum v. fifth has been itlu.-d, in 
purfuaucc ofaddrelTes of the Houle of Commons., — 


c- 

s. 

d. 

624,992 

0 

O 

383,240 

1 

no 

4'533 

12 

8 

12,203 

18 

6 : 

4 . 5 F 3 

? 6 

8 

664 

0 

0 

I2 3> 2 33 

2 

6 

1*1-89 

1 

3 

166,984 

I X 

5 

4 °. 933 

to 

8 

832,000 

0 

0 

406,380 

>3 

11 

283,687 

0 

0 

n 2 C n f', 1 
•O V- J 4 

10 

9 1 

1 I 2,423 

4 

7 

4.800 

O 

0 

4 - : 

0 

0 

3,080 

O 

0 

4,25.' 

0 

5 


4 

-• 

5 - s y2 

0 

0 

,S 00,000 

0 

0 

13,00.3 

0 

0 


S»cco o 

13,100 c 


5 


o 


Q 
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Brought "over, 


'To 1 lie Britifh Mufeum, — — — 

i Or a more commodious paftagc to the Houfc of Commons, 

On account, to enable his Ma jelly to difeharge the debts owing tipon 
11: •; f'oi h itvd eilntes in Scotland; and alio for paying and dilcharging the 
«u ces agieed to be paid to the Lords Supciiors, ior the purchafe of the 
fupetioiities of, and likewife for their claims of property to, certain lpc- 
ciiicd eilatcs which were forfeited in that kingdom, — 

To replace to the bilking fund the like fuirt paid out of the fame, to 
make good cet tain deficiencies, &c. — — — 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1769, 

To difeharge certain unfatisfied claims and demands incurred during 
the late war in Germany, See. — — . — 

To the Levant Company, to afhft the faid company in carrying on 
their trade, — — — — 

On account, to the Foundling Hofpital, Ac. — — 

To enable the laid hofpital to apprentice certain children, &c. 

To enable his Majcllv to redeem and pay off the capital flock of certain 
annuities, &c. — — — — 

To i*ay the benefit prizes of the lottery charged upon the lupplics of 
the current year, — — — — 

On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
North Britain, — — — — 

Towards dilcharging the debt of the navv, — 

To enable his Majeity to make compensation to Francis Daibv, of 
London, merchant, for the damages which the faid Francis Daiby fuller¬ 
ed by the iloppage and lofs of his Ship called the Britannia, at Mahon, 
by order of the late Admiral Matthews, and by the ule, employment and 
detainer of his blip called the Francis, by order of the commanders of 
his Majefty’s fleets, — — — — 

To enable his Majefty to make good the like fum which has been paid 
to fevcral perfons in the county of Southampton, as a compcnfstion for 
certain loiles and expenccs incurred, purfuant to fevera! orders of council, 
for preventing the fpreadingof the diilemper among the homed cattle, 

To John Hatfcll, Fftj. clerk of the Houfe of Commons, towards de¬ 
fraying the expcnce of printing the journals of the Houfc, &c. — 

To be advanced to fucli perfon, or perfons, as the Speaker of this 
Houfc fhali authorize to receive the fame, towards defraying the expence 
uj making a general index to the journals of this Houfe, — 

1 owards defraying the expence of printing 1,290 copies, of fuch par¬ 
liamentary and other records as his Majefty fhall think fir, - 


£. s . d . 

5,087,761 9 6 

2,000 o o 
2,000 o 0 


72,000 0 o 

46,463 12 8 

55.011 7 5 * 

45,565 12 o 

5,000 o o 
9,650 o o 
3,500 o o 

1,500,000 o o 

500,000 o o 

6,998 10 2 

100,000 o o 


6,195 8 u 


796 7 6 

600 o o 


5CO o o 

6,000 o v 


Total of fupplics, 


7,450,042 8 3 
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Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

L 

.1. 

d. 

Duty on malt, kc. — — —. 

700,000 

0 

0 

Land tax, — — — — 

1,528.568 

11 

11.; 

■ Exchequer bills, — — — 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

From the certain furpluifcs of the linking fund, kc. — 

209 . 37 S 

6 

by 

From the Eafl India Company , — — 

For the ipccificd furplus of the linking fund, remaining in the Exche¬ 

400,000 

0 

0 

quer, for the difpofition of Parliament, — — 

773,240 

1 ft 

of 

Front a furplus, over and above the faid furplus, of the finking fund, 

1 3*5 /* 

5 

10 V 

By a lottery, — — — — 

500,000 

0 

0 

From the finking fund, — — — 

1,700,000 

0 

0 

By a balance remaining in the office of the paymaflcr-gcncral, Kc. 
From the duties, Kc. direfted to he referred for the difpofition ol Par¬ 

* 55.495 

15 

8‘- 

liament, towards protefting and defending the Bvitilh colonies, Kc. 

By the final balance of the Earl of Kinnoul, formerly paynnftcr of his 

20,000 

0 

0 

Majcfly’s forces, Kc. — — — 

3 . 9+8 

9 

:> 

7 

Total Ways and Means, — 

7,794,224 

in 

82 

Total Supplies, — — 

7 . 4 $ 0 ; 0 4 - 

8 

•-> 

Excels of Provifions, — 

344/182 

11 

SV 


i-'j' The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for otic vear, beginning 
the 25th of March, 1770, was ordered to lie defrayed out of the monies ariiing by tltc iand-nx 
granted for the iervice of the laid vear. 

An account of additional duties, regulations, bounties, Kc. in the courfe of this year :— 
The bounties granted o 11 Dritilh and Irilh linens exported, by an aft made in the 29th of 
his late Maicily, were continued :—And the Julies on the importation of foreign raw linen- 
yarn, which aic taken off by the feiJ aft, were further difeonfinued.— A bounty was alio 
allowed on the exportation of ihitilh chequed and llriped linens : and the fum of 15,000!. 
granted by an aft palled in the 7th of his prefent Majcfh, entitled, “ An Aft tor gt anting to 
liis M deity additional Duties on certain foreign Linens imported into this Kingdom, and for 
tftablilhing a Fund for the encouraging of the railing and deeding of Hemp and Flax,” was 
voted to be appropriated. 

The duties parable upon the importation into this kingdom of haft or flraw, chip, cane, or 
hnife-hair lints -ml bonnets, and upon certain materials for making the fame, coaled and 
deteimined : and, in iku of all former duties, any of thole ai tides, which, after the .14th of 
June, 177c, fhould he imported into this kingdom, were to pay the* old iubluly, granted by 
the aft of tonnage and poundage, made in the 12th of Charles II. alter the rate of 12s. 6d. per 
dozen ; each hat or bonnet not exceeding 22. inches diameter; and 1!. 5s. per dozen, of fuch 
hats, Kc. as lhould exceed 2.; inches diameter.—And, in lieu of all former duties, all platting, 
or other manutafturcs ol the aloicluid matcii.Js, proper for making of hats or bonnets, which, 
alter the 24t.l1 of June, 1770, lhould be imported into this kingdom, were to pay the faid old 
lubiidy, after the i ate of Os. Cd. lor every pound weight avoirdupois. 
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AS HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION* 
[MPORl'S and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1769, to Cn ristm a s 1770. 


C::/'iirie t. 

A flics, — 

Canaries, _ 

Denmark and Norway, 

Eaft Country, -— 

Eafl India, * — 

Flanders, — 

France, — _ 

Germany, — _ 

Greenland, — — 

Holland, — _ 

Ireland,* — — 

Italy, — _ 

Madeiras, — _ 

Portugal, — _ 

RuiTia, — __ 

Spain, — _ 

Stieights, — _ 

Sweden, — _ 

Turkey, — _ t 

Venice, — _ 

Alderney, — _ 

Guevnfey, — _ 

J criey, — 

Canada, — _ 

Carolina, — _ 

Cape Breton, — — 

Florida, — __ 

Georgia, — _ 

Hudlon’s Bav, — 

New England, ■— 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, — _ 

Nova Scotia, — _ 

Pennfylvania, — 

Virginia and Maryland, _ 

Anguilla, — — 

Antigua, — __ 

Barbadocs, — — 

Bermudas, — _ 

Dominica, — — 

Gicnada, — _ 

Jamaica, — _ 

Montfcrrat, — 

Nevis, — — 

St. Croix, — — 

St. Chriftophcr’s, — 

St. Euftatia, — 

St. Vincent, — 

Tobago, — _ 

Tortola, >— _ 

Spanifh Weft Indies, Honduras Bay, 

Totals, 


Itnforts. 


Experts. 



£■ 


y. 


r. 

ft 

— 

68,449 

'3 

7 

571,003 

6 

9 

— 

10,656 

8 

9 

4',352 

11 

ID 

— 

76,898 

17 

2 

167,257 

4 

) i 

—. 

1 75-5 5*2 

J 5 

6 

80,329 

0 

8 

— 

1,941,627 

4 

0 

1,082,030 

8 

IO 


113,860 11 

£5 = 975 *9 1 1 
684,463 8 1 1 

32,626 6 1 

352,535 .6 4 

I'2 14,398 4 5 

815,944 1 7 


12 


4,935 
329,663 
I ,046,7 IO 
5 0 5,267 
7,083 
136,616 
1 64,366 
82,963 
38 
= 7,735 
19,768 
40,703 
278,907 
i 97 
3,688 

55,532 
10,715 
148,01 r 

45.108 11 

6,387 11 

69,882 10 

7,324 7 

28.109 5 

435,094 9 

167 17 
349,102 1 

2 8 3,455 19 


.1 

5 

'3 

11 

6 

3 
>9 
10 
18 

5 

6 

14 

4 
j 
7 
o 

'4 


6 

4 


0 

o 

6 

7 

o 

8 

9 

7 

o 

4 

o 

5 
7 
9 
o 

TO 

5 
4 
11 

7 

11 

8 

1 


136,152 18 
433-421 12 
1,274,807 13 
83,947 9 

97,152 19 
21,386 12 
324,287 7 

476 18 
81,965 18 
2,323 11 
43 , 23 0 4 
87,256 19 


7 
1 
6 
1 

5 

8 

I t 

o 

J 

IO 

4 

2 


678,286 12 
1 56, 509 6 

1,272,569 o 
29 6 

1,766,333 10 
2,125,466 12 
756,385 11 
26,500 15 

554.7QS 19 


1 

7 
4 

4 

n 

8 

J 

I 


145,743 

6 

9 

887.099 

1 

4 

148,813 
58.576 

18 

3 

3 

8 

= • 

15 

S 

7 1,541 

5 

4 

992 

9 

8 

26,656 

14 

6 

24,959 

1 

7 

231,626 

6 

6 

146,273 

17 

0 

39,857 

i 2 

1 1 

5 6 >>93 

16 

7 

4,623 

2 

1 

394,451 

7 

5 

91,058 

0 

0 

6,060 

7 

7 

475,991 

12 

0 

45,092 

4 

10 

134,881 

15 

5 

717,782 

17 

3 

11 2,533 
203,568 

2 

0 

9 

8 

9,70 5 

•5 

6 

34,209 

7 

IO 

1 36,792 

12 

8 

558,2 19 

10 

6 

19,297 

16 

5 

17,307 

10 

3 

1,069 

5 

3 

96,834 

10 

1 

42,821 

13 

11 

19,123 

4 

9 

16,985 

12 

9 

9 ,H 5 

I 

9 


12,21693 7 14 3 


14,266,653 17 5 


Exports exceed the Imports, 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 14’ 

A. n. 

1770 Tiic number of cbriftcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 12, 1769, to December n, 1770, is as follows : 

Chriflened, males 8,761 Buried, males 11,210 

— —females 8,348 - - females 11,224 


1 7 ’j c 9 22,434 

At York, there were in this year, chrillenings, 517; burials, 429; marriages, 173, 

At Paris,—bitths, 19,549; deaths, 18,719; marriages, 4,775; foundlings received into 
the hofpitals, 6,918. 

1771 As our difference with the court of Spain, relative to Falkland’s 1 Hands, forms a very im¬ 
portant part of the bufmcls of t'bis year, it becomes us to give lb me account of the fub- 
jeft of it. 

Thofe iflatids called by us Falkland’s, and by the French, the Malouines, lie in about 51 Jr 
degrees of fouthern latitude, and about 100 leagues on this fide of the Streights of Magellan. 
They weie-firft di(covered m the year 1592, by Captain Davies, who was in too great diftrefs 
at the time, to make any particular obfervations on them ; nor did lie even gi\c them a name; 
which was referred for Sir Richard Hawkins, who, about two years after, again dileovcred 
them, and, in honour of his miftrefs, as well 'as to petpetuate his own name, called them 
Hawkins's Maiden Land. They were afterwards diicovercd by the Dutch, who gave them 
the name of the Sebaldinc 1 Hands* To one Strong, who fell in with them i.n the 1 eign of 
King \\ illiam, they owe their prefeitt Englilh appellation, and from fomc fliips belonging to 
St. Maloes, who vtilted them, they received the name of the Malouines, which has alio been 
adopted by the Spaniards. 

Lord Anfon's voyage fnft Hicvved the great advantage that would be produced to this nation 
in time of war, to have a friendly port and place of rtfrclhmcnt, coniiderably nu;e to the 
foutli, and much nearer Cape Horn than the Brazils. Bolides the jealoufy, and the general 
unfriendly behaviour of tlie Portugucfe in that quarter, the voyage from thence to the South 
.Seas is of fo great a length, that the vigour and health of the men, as well as their water and 
other provifions, mull he greatly cxlraufled before they arrive at the i'cene of abtion ; to which 
may he added, that the Blips become foul and out of condition ftom fuch a continued ftreteh 
of navigation. Another icalbn, equally material with the preceding ones, was the certainty 
that the Spaniards would he well informed by the Portug tefe of the lirengtli, condition, and 
dcHination of any licet long before its defign could he put in execution. 

This feheme of I.otd Anton, then Firft Lotd of the Admiralty, was on the point of bring 
adopted, very loon after the peace of 174S, but the cout t of Spain gaining intelligence of 
the projeft before it could he carried into execution, made fuch ftrong repretentations againft 
it both here and at Madrid, that it was then laid alkie, anci continued in a dormant Hate, til! 
it was again revived by the Fat) of Fgmont, when he prdrdcd at the head of the Admiralty : 
Commodore Byron was then lent out to renew the dtligns of Lmd Anfon, and in the be¬ 
ginning of the year 1765 look poHeliion of I alkland's 1 Hands in the name of his Britannic 
Majefty. 

About the fame time, or, perhaps, rather previous to it, Monficur dc Bougainville failed 
from St. Maloes on a %ovage of uiicovery. and arriving at f air.land’s iflands, built a fm.ill fort 
and formed an cftablillinivut there, which about two years after was ceded to Spain, and its 


name 
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1771 name changed from Port Louis to Port Solidad. The Britilh fcttlcment called Port Egniont, 
was fixed on a final! ifland adjoining to the greater and moll Vveftern of the two conliderahic 
illauds, and Port Boiidad, on the caflern and Idler of the principal ifiands. 

Tt does not appear that either of the fcttlcnients on thelc ifiands knew of the other; hut 
however that might be, we find that in the year 1769, we had a fiigato and a floop upon that 
ilation, and Captain Hunt, of the Fanner frigate, being on a cruize oil" the illauds, fell in 
with a hpanilh fchooner belonging to Port Solidad, taking a fumy of them, the captain of 
which, according to his orders, he warned to depart from that coaft, as belonging to his Bri¬ 
tannic Majcfly. The fchooner, however, returned in two days, and brought on board a 
Spanish uiliccr with letters and a prefent fiom Don Phillip Rnez Puenta, Governor of Port 
Solidad. in thcle letteis, which were wi it ten in terms of great civility, the governor afl'eflcd 
not to hdieva the account he had received from the captain of the fchooner, but attributed the 
Englith frigate being in thofe leas to chance or diftreis of wcJtthc-r ; but if it fhov.ld be other- 
wile, he reminded Captain Hunt of the violation of treaties, a (letted his mailer’.: dominion, 
and wanted him to depart. Captain Hunt, it! anfwer, allotted the foie dominion of his Bri¬ 
tannic Majeflv, and warned the Spanifit Governor, in his turn, to quit the ifiands. This 
explanation produced thofe conlcqucnees, which occnfoned his Majeflv in the ipeccli from 
tlie throne, at tlic opening of tire feffions, to infotm Pariia:i:ent, that tire Governor of Buenos 
Avres had fei/.ed by force a polFelTiou oftlic Britiih crown, and that preparations were making 
to luflain the national lights, and to revenge the national honour. A ncgociation between 
the t\vo*crowns, however, took place on the occalion, and aft,r much milhndcrftanding and 
difcuUion between the Miniftets of the two Courts, the matter in difputc, which, trifling .is 
it was, might have involved Europe in war, was finally fettled, according to the tenot ot the 
following papers. 

The declination figned and delivered by Prince dc Maferano, amlaffador extraordinary 
from his Catholic Majcfly, dated January 22, 1771. 

*• Ills Jh itannic Majeflv having complained of the violence which was committed entire 
loth of June. 1770, at the iiland commonly called the Great Malouinc, and by rhe Engliih, 
Falkland’s Ifland, in obliging, by force, the commander and lubjcits of his Bi itannic Maidiv, 
to evacuate the port, bv them called Kgniont; a Hep offenfivc to the honour of liis crown ; — 
the Piince uc Maferano, ambaifador extraordinary of his Catholic Majeflv, has received orders 
to declare, and declares, that hi-. Catholic Majeflv, cmilldcring tli-e delirc with which he is 
animated for peace, and for the maintenance of good harmony with his Bi itannic Majcfly, 
and redeifling that this event might rntctriipt it, has (ecu with dilplealurc this expedition lend¬ 
ing to diflutb it; and in the perlual’on in v, liich he is, of the reciprocity of ientiments of his 
Britannic Majeflv ; and of its being far from bis intention to authorize any thing that might 
diflurb the good underftanding between the two court?; his Catholic Majcfly does difavow the 
faid violent enterprize; and in confcquence, the J’rince dc Maferano declares, that hi? Ca¬ 
tholic Majeflv engages to give immediate orders, that things Ihall he rcflorcd in the C 5 rent 
Maiouinc, at the port called Egmont, preciiely to the Hate in which they were helotc the 10th 
of June, 1770 ; for which putpofe his Catholic Majcfly will give orders to one of his oiliccis, 
to deliver up to the officer, authorized by his Britannic Maj.-fly, the port and fort called Eg¬ 
niont •, with all thcattillery, flores and effetfls of his Britannic: Majcfly, and his fubjefls wliich 
were at that place, tJic day above-named; agreeable to the inventory which lias been made 
of them.” 
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“ I lie Prince de Maferano declares at the fame time, in the name of the Km" his mafic;, 
that the engagement of his faid Catholic Majefty, to rcftorc to his Britannic Majeily, the pof- 
fdfion of the foit and port called Egmont, cannot, nor ought, anv wife, to .-.fleet the <]ucf- 
tion of the ptior right of fovereignty of the Malouine ](lands, otherwifs called 1 'aik land's 
i(lands. In witnefs whereof, 1 , the undeiwritten, ambafliulor cxtiaordinarv, have figned tli't 
preient declaration with my ufual figyaturc, and caufcd it to be leak'd with out arms. Lon¬ 
don, the 22d day of Januai v, 1771. 

“ (Signed) Le Prince de Maker ano, (L. S.)” 

'1 he Earl of Rochford’s acceptance, dated the ?.ad day of January, 1771, of the Prince de 
Maferano’s declaration of the fame date. 

“ His Catholic Majefty having audio; Bed the Prince de Maferano, his atnbaflador extrao:- 
dinarv, to offer, in his Majdlv’s name, to the King of Great Britain, a •fiitisfaclioti for tin: 
injury done to hit Britannic Majeflv, by diij'nfilfling him of the port and fott of Egmont , 
and the laid atnbaflador having this day (igned a declaration, which he has jmlly dcnvvxd to 
me, exprt ding therein, that his Catlioiic Majeily, being dell roes to retime the good ham; ay 
and fuendihip winch before fubliflcd between the two crowns, does dh.now the expedition 
sgmul: Port l.gniont, in which force has been 11 fed againfi. his Britannic Majeftv’s pngi Lons, 
commander, and fubjccts; and doc; alio engage, that all things fha!! be immediately rcilore.l 
to the prccife filiation in which they food before the joth of June, 1770. And that his Ca¬ 
tholic Majeily ilia!! gi'.c ordeis, in coni, p.icneo, to one ol his ollieers, to deliver up to the of¬ 
ficer, autliot i o..d by bis Britannic Majeily, the post and fort of Port Egmont, 'a; a ! lb ail his 
Britannic Majefty’s artiilety, ilore.-,, and citedls, as. well as tliofe of his fu hi eels, ace ".ding to 
the inventory which has been made of them. And the laid ambnludor having moreover en¬ 
gaged, in his Catholic Majefty’!, name, that what i< contain 'd in the laid declara'itm shall in- 
carried into c file el by l.i. faid Catholic M; kft. ; and that duplicates of his Catholic M.ijch > a 
orders to his olliccis find! !>e delivered into the bands of one of his lhitannic Majefty *s prin¬ 
cipal feerctasies of• (late within fix weeks: his laid Biitannic Majcflv, in older to fhew the 
fame fricndlv difpofitiotis on his part, lias autimnfed me to decbie, that lie will look, upon the 
laid decimation of ftiince de M.BDano, together with the full pcrfoi mance of the faid engage¬ 
ment, on the pa it of Lis Catholic M.iuilv, as a lari, faction for the injury done to the crown 
of Great Btitain. In witnefs whereof, !, underwritten, one ol his Biitannic Majefty’s prin¬ 
cipal fie ret ark - of ft ate, base fgu.d thefe pi dents n irk my ulu-.d '. ignat uie, and caul, ,! them to 
be leaded with our arms. London, the >ad day of January, 1771. 

“ (Signed) RonuoRn, (B. 

His Catholic Majeftv’s orders, fignitted by the Balio I tay Don Julian de Aniaga, to Don 
Philip Rue/, Puente, dated Pardo, 71I1 of lebruary, 17 7 1 * 

“ It betti" agreed between the King and his lhitannii MajuUv, In- a conviniton Lgned at 
London on the 22d of January Lift paft, by the Pi: nee de Maferano and tin: Kail ol Rochford, 
that the Great Malouine, called bv tlic Lngidh I .'Ikl.inu s lll.md, fhoiild he iinmeaiateiy :e- 
plnced in the prccife fituation in which it was hi loie it was c.v.cu.iicJ bv them on the Kg!', w> 
j une la id year ; I iignify to vou, by the King’s nrd.rs, that as loon a- 'he peilon comnnibon- 
cd by the couit of London Iliad pi dent himleli to you with tins, von older the ddivety of the 
port de la Crui/.ada or Fgniont, and its fort and dependencies, to be ciiech-d ; as alto t! at ol 
all the artiilcrv, ammunition, and eilecls, that weir louti.t ihctc, nelonr.m" to Ins iv. gionic 
Majefty and bis fu!.’,. ff g aeemding to the iiiv-.a-orhs ligned by George Fauner and WiiD.iu* 
V. |V. T Sh'.'M, 
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1771 Maltby, Efqrs. on the 11th of July of the faid year, at the time of their quitting the fame, of 
which 1 lend you the enclofed copies, authenticated under nty hand ; and that as foon as the 
one and the other lhall be eflefted, with the due formalities, you caufc to retire immediately 
the officer, and other fubjetts of the King, which may be there. God piderve you many 
years. (Signed) 

“ Pardo, February 7, 1771. , 77 .• B.tEc Ym- Dai Julian de Arriaga % 

“ To Don Philip Rue; - . Pu.nte.” 

Commodore Byron rqu dented tliefe iilsnds in a very favourable point of view; this account 
is continued by the French, who (peak highly of tl;c climetr, foil, Ac. But the Britilh officer 
who fucceedvd Mr. Byron gives a very diffierent hillory, in which lie is fccondcd by Mr. 
Thomas Falkncr, an Englilh JelViit of Buenos Aytes, who, on account of his geographical 
knowledge, vt as lent to make a chart of the lea coall from the river of Plata to the Magellanic 
Strcights, and in this voyage was for fomc time on thele iilands. He lpeaks of them as pof- 
feffing no one interior circumftancc, to induce any nation.to form a colony on them. Thclb 
latter accounts arc more fully juftkied by the conduct of Great Britain, who has iincc filently 
abandoned them. 

The apprehenfion, at this time, that a rupture might take place between Great r>ritain and 
the Houfc of Bourbon on account of the Falkland's Iilands, did not, perhaps, a little contri¬ 
bute to the inflexibility of the colonies, which feemed rather to incrcalc, in proportion to the 
conceffions made by Parliament to them. 

Thus*thcy continued to encourage their own manufactures and to dilcouragc thole of Great 
Britain, as far as it was practicable in a country that could nut llourilh without importing a 
confldcrabJc number of the in oft elknUal articles rcqulfite for the moll necelliirv blanches of 
budnefs, and could not procure them any where fo well made and on Rich advantageous terms 
as from Great Britain. N'eceility, therefore, compelled tlicm to relax, by degrees, the tefo- 
iutions of their former agreements of non-importation, fo that the general inter courle in com¬ 
mercial matters proceeded in its ulual channel, without any material interruption. 

But the political intercourfe was attended every wherewith violent diffientionr.; governors 
weie embroiled in continual difputcs with their provincial afil-mblies. At Bofton, the refill- 
i.uce to the revenue officers had been accompanied with great inhumanity ; and the General 
AlFmbly of Maffatshulets did not hclitatc openly to notify to the governor, that they knew of 
no cufloms or revenue his Majefiy had a right to ellablilh there. 

Account of the cloths manufactured each year in the Well Riding of the county of York, 
from 174910 1770; both inclulive. 


Tears. 

Broad Cloths. 

Narrow Cloths. 

1 'cars. 

Broad Cloths. 

Nas row (.. 

1749 

6 o. 7 «> 5 i- 

68,889 

1 760 

• n oAt i 
-TV » 0 * 

60,575 

175° 

60,447 1 

78,11; 

1761 

48,944 

75-468 

1751 

60,964 

74.022 

1762 

48,621 

72,946 

D52 

60,724 

72,442 

1763 

48,038.1 

72,096 

1 7 53 

55 > 35 8 

7 r, 618 

1764 

54.916 

79:4 5 s 

J ?54 

56,070! 

72,394 

1765 

54,660 

77,419 

* 75 S 

S 7 .J 25 

76,295 

1766 

72,575k 

78,893 

D 5 6 

33>59° I 

79,318 

1767 

102,428 

78,8)9 

T 757 

55.777 

77,097 

1768 

90,036 

74,480 

DoS 

60,396 

66,396 

1769 

92,522 

87,762 

i 757 

5 B S 77 ■! 

65.513 

.1770 

93>°74 

s 5 . 3/6 


Number 
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i 771 Number of broad cloths milled each year at the feveral fulling mills in the Weft Riding o! 
the county of York, from the commencement of the aft, viz. from June, 1725, to the nth 
of .March; nine months; and of narrow cloths, from the commencement of the a cl, \t/., 
from the ill of Auguft, 1737, to the aoth of January, 1738, being fix months ami twen'r 
# days, and from that time veailv. 


From June 1725 

B> oa>Ji. * 

7 

fit >:i 

A an 

To March 172,6 

26,67 1 ——. 

1 - •>« 

1 1 0° 

A 2 > 4°4 

3 A 49 5 

i 7 M 
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3 7 39 

45,086', 
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1729 
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1742 

44,954 
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.56,657 
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62,480 

68,374 

i 7 :n 

38,350 

1748 

60,765 

68,080 

1 7 37 

’.56 , 





umber of yards (pieces being r.ow of different lengths) cf broad and narrow, cloths made 
■n die years ending at Pontcfi aft icilions, 1769 and 1770. 

2 UnasL. Narrc-Mi. 


> 7' J 9 2,77 1 , 607 ' 

1770 2,717,105 


2,144,019 


>,,>55,625 


The following flats of the export linen and linen yarn trade of Ireland, for ieventy years, 
thews its vaft improvement within that period. 


7 col ';. 

r.o«. 

.Limn. 

Total Amn. 

1701 

39,000 

1^,000 

, 53 > c0 ° 

1711 

44,cco 

70,00 J 

1 ? } GO 0 

1721 

SS,ooo 

x 26,000 

2 1 + ,000 

1751 

84,000 

220,000 

30^,000 

3 741 

129,000 

480,000 

509,000 

1751 

142,000 

751,000 

893,000 

1761 

2 3 s >999 

803,000 

1,041,999 

1771 

204,000 

1,691,000 

1,895,000 


It appears by the export entries at the cuftom-herufe at Dublin, whence 
taken, that the linen trade alone has dccrcal'ed 5,000,000 of o; the invoice value <>;- 

350,000!. in the year 1772 ; and by the brft cflimate that could ! v foimed or the exports hum 
March 1772 to March 1773, they were fuppofal to have iurihv r decreased one-third, which 
vvould bring tliem under 900,000!. fo that the exports of linen and yarn taken together, vill 
fall fhort of 1,100,000 j little more than one halt ol then amount in the year 1771 
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1771 The following is an account of the total quantities of Britifh and Irifh linens exported from 
England, from the commencement of the bounty to Januafy 1772, diftinguifhing the quan¬ 
tities and bounties paid each year. 



Britijh Linens. 

Irijh Linens. 

Bounties 

Pai 

Tears. 

Yards. 

1 intis. 

or Payable. 

1743 

52.779 

'40,907 

3 8 3 

lO 

8 

1744 

49 > 5 21 

28,255 

3 ” 

7 

9 

I 74 S 

56,240 

101,92.8 

747 

17 

6 

1746 

175,928 

695,002 

4,188 

10 

9 

1747 

238,014 

595 , 2/7 

4,290 

12 

0 

1748 

330.747 

723-,663 

5,594 

1 

10 

1749 

474,834 

965,897 

8,615 

1 

4 

1750 

588,874 

742,032 

8,308 

16 

8 

I 7 S r 

527.976 

854,490 

8,617 

8 

2 

1752 

437.277 

968,319 

8,775 

13 

10 

T 753 

647,510 

7,039,967 

10,058 

16 

5 

1754 

1,382,796 

8 43,973 

13,905 

7 

11 

1755 

4 i. 3 6 7 

51,040 

577 

11 

0 

* 75 6 

394.746 

719,135 

6,932 

11 

8 

1757 

■ 1,016,754 

2 , 055,575 

18,847 

3 

8 

» 75 8 

1,942,667 

2,171,109 

25,690 

i 5 

4 

1759 

1,693,087 

1 , 956 , 57 2 

22,807 

11 

1 

1760 

1,473,602 

2 , 352,585 

23,538 

13 

1 

1767 

1,272,985 

1,819,329 

19,324 

11 

3 

7762 

7,762,643 

2,930,476 

29 , 33 i 

19 

10 

1763 

2.308,310 

2,588,564 

30,604 

6 

9 

1764 

2 . 134.733 

1,858,780 

24,863 

9 


1765 

2.095.933 

1,663,670 

2 3’497 

10 

4 

1766 

2,236,086 

1,770,634 

25,042 

0 

0 

1767 

2,444,181 

2,227,124 

29,182 

6 

11 

7768 

2,687,457 

2,270,160 

3 0 ,985 

2 

1 

1769 

3,056,950 

1 , 855,159 

30,699 

3 

5 

1770 

3,216,506 

2,707,482 

36,972 

18 

4 

1771 

4,411,040 

3 , 450,224 

44,738 

8 

10 


Extraft from the accounts of the linen ftamped in the following years in Scotland, as atteft- 
ed at the linen hall eftablilhed by the Board of Truftecs at Edinburgh, mflituted in the 
year 1727. 


Tears . 

Yards. 

Vtiluc. 

O 

1727 to 1728 

2,183,978 

103,312 

1747 to 1748 

6,661,788 

262,866 

1757 to 1758 

9,764,408 

401,511 

1767 to 1768 

13 , 224,557 

637,346 
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An authentic account of the total quantities of foreign linens imported into England in the 
ollowing years, converted into Britilh yards, and the duties paid thereon. 


1 'ears 1762 

Yards 18,827,853^ 

£.134,031 14 

1 

- 1763 

- 26,634,851 

— 185,476 19 

4 

- 1764 

- 28,092,2155. 

— 201,711 3 

7 

- 1765 

-, 2 5 > 497 > 795 r 

— 182,997 0 

11 

- 1766 

25,624,1075- 

— 184,657 1 

2 

- 1767 

- 21,054,411 

— 164,532 8 

10 

- 1768 

- 2 3 >i I2 >349 

— 199,467 0 

10 

1769 

- 25,431,1625- 

— 217,386 9 

0 

- 1770 

- 27,101,3435 

— 221,333 8 

9 

1771 

—— 28,243,1215 

— 230,951 14 

2 


A fummary view of the judgment of different dealers in the different counties of Great Bri¬ 
tain, according to a number of years, refpefling the proportionate decreafe of oak timber. 


Pcrfons. 

Counties, See, 

Years. 

Dtcrcafe. 

Wood A Palmer 

Whitehaven, in the north. 

40 

Seven-eighths. 

Okil, 

Lancafhire, Cliclhire, North Wales, 

50 

Threc-fourtlis. 

Galightly, 

Lancafli. Chcfli. Shropfh. Staff. Wales, 

S° 

Seven-tenths. 

Y oxal, 

Chefliire, - '- 

3 ° 

One-half. 

Walford, 

Shropfliire, - 

3° 

Four-fifths. 

Bridge, 

Caernarv. Denbighfli. Mcrion. Flintfli. 

*5 

T wo-thirds. 

Moltin, Efq. 

In Denbighfliire, advei tiled tor fale. 

1 

One-third. 

James, 

Cacrmarthcnlh, Pembrokclh. Cardiganfli, 

3 ° 

Nine-tenths. 

lUorgan, 

Cacrmarthcnlhirc, Ac. 

*3 

Seven-eighths 

Lomax, 

Brccknocklhire, - 

3 ° 

Two-thirds. 

Moore, 

Worccfl. Glouccflcrfh. Herefordth. Monm. 40 

Four-fifth 1 '. 

Smith, 

Worccfterfhire, Warwickfhire, 

40 

Four-fifths. 

, r 

Devoulh. Dorfetlh. Somcrfetfh. Cornwall 

, 40 

r cur-fifths. 

Rooke, 

Hants, Surry, Kent, Suffex, 

40 

Nine-tenths. 

Steele, 

The fouth parts, - 

40 to 50 

Sevcn-ciglithn 

Chitty, 

Timber counties in general, 

40 

N inc-tcnths. 

Deal fly. 

Fflcx, Ac. - 

14 

1 hree-fouiths 

Shields, 

Yorkiliirc, —-- 

40 

F our-fifths 

White, 

Hainplhirc, - 

40 

'1 liree-fourths. 

.Morris, 

Surry, Ac. - - 

20 

Three-fourths. 

Martin, 

Newport, Greenock, Avrc, Dumfries, 

21 

No fupply. 

Miller, 

River Clyde, Port Glafgow, 

17 

No lupply. 

Palmer, 

Shropfliire, Montgomeryfhire. 

St vr'a! 

Great confumption. 

H. Williams, 

Pembrokefhire, - 

Always 

Great deflruftion. 

W. Williams, 

Glamor. Monm. Glouccf. Heref. Skropfh. 

15 

aim. intire deflruftion. 

Matthews, 

Briftol, — — 

10 

Not 5th of the choice. 

Andrews, 

Plymouth, — — 

3 ° 

Deer, very confidcrable 

Biid, 

London, all round, — 


Very little remaining. 

Goklfwortb, 

General, — — in 19 

Price from 3I. to 4I. 5s. 

Mills, 

Surry, Kent, Suflex, — 

40 

Almoll all taken down 

Sir J. Philips, 

Pcmbrokefhire, — 


Alin, intiicly cut down 


3 


An 
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a. r>. . 

1771 An account of the progreffivc increafc of the revenue of the poll-office, for 100 years. 

In 1644, Mr. Edmund Prideaux, who was inland poll-mailer, was fuppofed to colled about 
5,oool. per annum. 

In 1654, the Parliament farmed the polls to Mr. Manley, at io,OOol. 

In 1664, Daniel O’Neal, Efq. farmed them at 21,500!. 

In 1674, they were let out at 43,0001. # 

In 1685, the grofs was eftimated at 65,000!. 

In 1688, the polls amount was 76,318!. 

In 1697, it was, according to Dr. Davcnant, 90,505!. 

In 1710, they were 111,461!. . 

I11 1715, the grofs amount of the inland office came to 145,227!. 

I11 1744, the, fame amounted to 198,226!. 

[But the total grofs amount of both inland and foreign offices, which can alone de¬ 
mo nftratc the extent of our correfpondcncc, was that year 235,492!.] 

In 1764, the grofs amount was 432,0481. 

During the year 1771, the Dutch employed 120 fliips in the Greenland trade, which brought 
home 500 whales, and 14,320 barrels of oil.—Three of their Blips caught 15 whales, and 
. foundered with them. 

In the courfe of this year, 4,653 Blips were cleared at the cuflom-hoofu, Ncweafllc ; of 
which 4,211 were coafters, and 442 for foreign parts: 

And? 1,794 veflels entered the Texcl. 

The following are the only bills relating to trade and commerce which received the royal 
aflent in this feffion 

A bill to prevent counterfeiting the copper coin of the realm. 

For repairing, amending, and fupporting the feveral harbours and fea-ports in the iiie 
of Man. 

For prohibiting the importation of foreign wrought Bilks and velvets, for a further limited 
time, and to prevent the unlawful combination of workmen employed in that trade. 

For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of live cattle, and frelh provifions. 

For continuing the bounty on the tonnage of fhipping employed in the Greenland whalc- 
fifliery. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1771 ; 

For 40,000 feamen, including 8,073 marines, — 2,080,000 o o 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 378.752 18 7* 

For building and repairs of fliips, See. — — 423,747 o o 

For 23.432 effeftive troops, — — — 720,629 12 3 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Minorca, 

Gibraltar, &c. — — — — 479,170 i n]- 

For defraying the difference between the Britifli and Irifli eftabJifli- 
ments of certain troops, — — — 4*533 12 ® 

For the office of ordnance for the land fcrvice, — 259,074 16 n 

For the fervices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 
in 1770, — — — — — 35,443 o 7 


Carried over, £.4,381,351 2 nj 
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Brought over. 

Towards enabling the commiffioners to build a bridge acrofs the river 
Thames, from the city of Wcftminftcr to the oppofite fhorc, and to 

maintain the laid bridge, See, — _ _ 

For the general am! flaff-officers in Great Biita'm, _ 

l or penfions to widows of certain reduced officers, _ 

On account of reduced officers of his Majefty’s forces, Ac. _ 

For allowances to the fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the 

two reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — _ 

For one year’s full pay to certain reduced officers, _ 

On account of the civil eliabUffiment of Nova Scotia, _ 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — _ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — _ 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

For general furveys in North America, — — 

Towards extraordinaries of the army, &c. — — 

On account of the out-penfioners of Chelfca Hofpital, — 

For paying off and difeharging certain Exchequer bills, Ac. 

To the Foundling Hofpital, — — — 

To ditto, — — — — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — — 

To replace to tire linking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good certain deficiencies, — — — 

To make good to his Majcfty the like fum, iffued in purluancc of the 
nddrefies of the Houfe of Commons, — — 

To make good the like fum paid to fcvcral perfons, as compcnfations 
for certain Ioffes fuftained, Ac. — — — 

On account of the civil eftablifhment of Senegambia, — 

To the Levant Company, to affift them in carrying on their trade, 

For repairing, maintaining, Ac. the Britifh forts and fcttlcments on 

the coaft of Africa, - * - - - 

For the more effectually repairing the fort of Cape Coaft Caftle, on 

the coaft of Afr ica, — —» ■ - —— 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North 
Britain, — — — — — 

To enable his Majcfty to make good to the Eaft India Company the 
cxpcnces incurred by the faid Company in the expedition to Manilla, 

For reimburfing to the province of New Ilampffiire, their cxpences in 
furnifhing provilions, Ac. to the troops railed by them for his Majefty’s 
fervicc, for the campaign of 1756, — — 

Total of Supplies, 


£■ 

r. 

cl. 

4 > 3 8i > 35 i 

2 

Ii*- 

2,000 

0 

0 

11,291 

8 

61 * 

664 

0 

0 

117,858 

10 

0 

1.277 

l S 

5 

2,962 

11 

8 

5.796 

10 

5 

3,086 

0 

0 

4.350 

0 

0 

6,100 

0 

0 

1,885 

4 

0 

359 . 9 2 7 

0 

71 - 

112,005 

0 

0 

1,800,000 

0 

• 

2,970 

0 

0 

27,030 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

35> oS 5 

2 

11 

14,700 

0 

0 

799 

12 

2 

6.336 

0 

9 * 

5,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 


6,928 2 o 
23,365 15 8 

6,009 *3 3 
7,160,779 10 5 


Ways 
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Ways and Means for this year :— 

Malt-tax, — — — ‘ — 

The land-tax, (at 4s.) — — — 

By Exchequer bills, — —- 

Lottery, — — — — 

From the finking fund, — *— —- 

From ditto, — — — — 

The furplus of grants for certain fervices, —- —- 

The Eaft India Company, — — — 

Out of fuch monies as have been granted for protecting, &c. the 
Britifti colonies and plantations, — — — 

The furjJlus of the two-fevenths of the excifc, granted for certain 
purpofes, — — — — 

The furplus in the Exchequer for the difpofition of Parliament, over 
and above the furplus of the finking fund remaining for the fame purpofe, 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

700,000 

0 

0 

2,037,854 

19 

tt 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

691,977 

7 

9 

1,650,000 

0 

0 

89,658 

16 

94 

400,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

30,291 

11 

34 

20,000 

1 



Total of ways and means, 
Supjply granted, 


7,639,782 17 3^ 

7,160,779 10 5 


Excefs ofprovifions, — £• 479,003 6 io’~ 


Kj* The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginning 
March 25, 1771, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies arifing by the land tax, granted 
for the fervice of the year 1771. 

Additional duties, regulation of duties, and bounties in this year. 

An additional number of hackney-coaches were licenfcd, not to exceed 300; and the new 
licences were extended to all places within the cities of London and Wcftminftcr, and the 
limits of the weekly bills of mortality: and for which a rent of 5s. a week was charged, during 
the continuance of fuch licence. 

The term for tire bounty on veffels built for the white-hcrring-fifiicrv expiring this year, it 
was voted to give a bounty of 30s. per ton to all veffels, from 28 to 80 tons, which have been 
built fince the year 1760, or ihould hereafter be built, for the purpofe of the white-herring 
fifheries, and Ihould be aftually employed therein. 

A bounty was continued on the fhips employed in the whale-fifhcry to Greenland, Davis’s 
Straits, and places adjacent, for a limited time : and after the expiration of the cxifting boun¬ 
ties, 40s. per ton was granted on all fhips employed in the faid fifhery, for the term of five 
years; 30s. per ton for a fecond term of five years ; and after the expiration of the fecond 
term, a bounty of 20s. per ton for an additional five years, ending with the feffion of Par¬ 
liament. 

All the duties payable on account of the harbours of the I fie of Man, were ordered to ccafe 
and determine; and the following duties were fubftituted in lieu thereof:— 

Three-halfpence per ton on all veffels, not being laden, or in baliaft, belonging to <tnv of 
his Majefty’s fubjefts, which fhall arrive or put into any of the harbours in the faid ifiaiul; 
and ad. for all foreign fhips. 


A duty 
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A duty of 2d. per ton on all Britifh veflcls, being laden, or having any cargo on board, 
whether they Ihould break bulk, or deliver any part of their cargo, or not; and 3d. upon 
foreign {hips. 

An additional duty of id. per ton upon all Britifh.veflcls which fhould be repaired in any 
of the harbours in the laid ifland; and 2d. for all foreign Blips. 

An additional duty of 2d. per ton oh all foreign veflcls which Ihould break bulk, and deliver 
any part of their cargo. 

A duty of 2s. 6d. upon every foreign Blip anchoring in any of the bays of the faid iflmd. 

A duty of 2s. 6d. per ton upon all ipivits ; 1 s. Gd. per liogfhead upon tobacco; as. per hun¬ 
dred-weight upon teas; is. per hundred-weight upon coffee; and 2s. 6d. per tun upon all 
wines, imported into the faid ifland 

A duty of 2d. per chaldron was alfo laid upon all coals imported into the’faid iBand, to be 
reckoned according to the cocket at the port of exportation. 

A duty, after the rate of 10s. per cent, ad valorem , was laid upon all foreign goods ; wines, 
fpirits, and fait excepted : and 5s. upon other goods, imported from Great Britain or Ireland, 
(except liccnfcd goods and fait for the lilhcries, of above the value of 5I.} into the faid iBand. 

A duty of 3d. per quarter was laid upon all corn and grain ; and id. per hundred-weight 
upon all meal and flour imported into, or exported from the laid ifland. 

A duty of 6d. per head was likewifc laid upon all horfes and black cattle imported into, or 
exported from the faid ifland.—The faid rates, duties, and impofitions were directed to be 
applied, from time to time, towards amending, repairing, and fupporting the feveiai harbours 
st'nl lea-poits in the faid ifland. 

The following bounties were refolved to be allowed upon the importation of white-oak ' 
flaves and heading, from the plantations in America, viz. 

A bounty of 61 . for every 1,200 pipc-flavcs, each (lave not being Id's than five feet fix’ inches 
long, from four inches and an half, to fix inches broad, and two inches thick at the thinned: 
edge, which fhould be imported from the id of January, 177a, to the ill; of January, 1775, 
and in the like proportion for any greater or lefs number. 

Six pounds for every 1,800 of hogflicad flaves, each ftave not being lefs than four feet fix 
inches long, from four inches and an half, to fix inches broad, and one inch and an half thick 
at the thinned: edge, which fhould be fo imported. 

Six pounds for every 2,400 barrel flaves, each {lave being from three feet fix inches, to three 
feet eight inches in length, from four to -five inches broad, and one inch and an half thick at 
the thinned edge, which fliould lit imported as aforefaid. 

Six pounds for every 3,600 pieces of pipe, hogflicad, and barrel heading, each piece of pipe 
heading being two feet eight inches long; hogflicad heading, two feet four inches ; and barrel 
beading, two feet one inch long, at the lead; and each fucli refpedlive piece of heading from 
five to fix inches broad, and two inches thick at the thinned edge, which fliould be fo import¬ 
ed.—Each hundred to contain fix-fcore. 

A bounty of four pounds was alfo granted for every 1,200 of fuch pipe flaves, 1,800 liogfhead 
{laves, 2,400 barrel Aavcs, and for every 3,600 pieces of heading as before deferibed, which 
fliould he imported from the id of January, 1775, to the id of January, 1778: and 2). for 
every fuch quantity of pipe, hogfliead, and barrel daves, and pieces of heading, as before de¬ 
feribed, which fhould be imported from the id of Jan nary, 1778, to the ift of January, 1781.— 
Thefe bounties were ordered to be paid out of his Majedy’s cuftoms, 

Vol. IV. U 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1770, 
Countries . Imports. 

Africa , — — — £. 97,486 19 3 

6,803 18 10 


Canaries, —— — 

Denmark and Norway, — 

Eaft Country, — — 

tail India, — — 

Flanders, — — 

France, — — 

Germany, — — 

Greenland, — — 

Holland, — — 

Ireland, — — 

Italy, - — 

Madeira!.', — — 

Portugal, — — 

R ufBa, —— — 

Spain, — — — 

Streights, — — 

Sweden, — — 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, — — 

Alderney, —- — 

Guernfey, *— — 

Jet le v, — — — 

Canada, — — 

Carolina, — — 

Cape Breton, — 

I lorida, — —- 

Georgia, — 

Hudlon’s Bry, ’ — 

New England, — — 

Nc - oundland, — — 

New Providence, — 

New Yoik, — — 

Nova Scotia, — - 

Pennfvlvania, — 

Virginia and Maryland, — 

Antigua, — — 

Barbadocs, — — 

Bermudas, — 

Dominica, — — 

Grenades, —— — 

Jamaica — — 

Montfcrrat, —- — 

Nevis, — — — 

St Croix, — — 

St. Kutiatia, — — 

St. Knts, . — — 

St. Vincent, —- —. 

Tobago, — — 

Tortola, — . — 

St. 'I hernias , — 

Spaniih Weft Indies Hudfon’s Bay, 

Totals, 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


8; 


4 


6 

o 2 

5 9 
2 6 

8 11 
2 o 
S 10 
1 7 


'o> 7 ** 

£ 2 5 ’ 357 

1,882,139 

142,138 

51.645 

7 6 5.774 
*3.803 
428,080 

*>380.737 14 ** 
947.138,12 8 
2,067 t8 
354,631 10 
1,274,620 12 
568,323 it 
3,604 13 
*57.851 10 
100,443 2 

8 3.335 o 

o 95 *3 
38,103 7 

18,603 *2 

37,285 J2 
420,311 14 

*4 9 
21,856 11 
63,810 10 
9,225 18 
150,381 17 
49,424 18 
7,837 3 _ 
95 , 8 ’ 7 S 8 ir 

3 > 4 S* *4 3 
31,615 19 
577,848 16 
180,923 3 

*63,053 * 

836 8 

170,623 19 
361,839 10 
1,261,675 7 

63. 0 34 4 
67,291 3 

4685 16 
1,436 2 

268,276 x6 
123,919 
7,091 
41,466 

*447 
'39,988 


2 

7 

o 

3 
6 

1 

9 

2 

8 
6 

9 

8 

8 

5 

! I 

9 

o 

2 

8 

3 


4 

2 

4 

7 

o 


9 

6 

o 

4 
3 
3 

7 
9 

8 
2 
2 

11 

8 

5 
7 
1 
1 
9 


to Christmas 1771. 

Exports . 
712,538 7 4 

23,825 9 8 

152,340 o 5 
95,961 19 11 
1,184,824 13 11 
861,777 lb 7 
146,128 3 2 

1,316,492 1 4 

10 6 3 

1,685.397 16 o 
1,983,818 17 6 

782,582 15 7 

11,213 17 9 

716,122 3 5 

150,159 16 6 
1,224,811 11 10 

* 53 » 3 2 3 16 ** 
64.180 o 1 


12,822,025 19 9 

4 . 339 .*20 14 5 


20 .573 

* 5 

3 

73>956 

18 

1 

1,125 

12 

9 

34 . 54 * 

O 

1 

22,898 

*4 

6 

170,962 

8 

11 

409,169 

9 

4 

66,647 

9 

1 r 

70,493 

*9 

3 

5,822 

1 

8 

1,420,119 

1 

1 

** 9>394 

I 

7 

653,621 

7 

6 

51,58 r 

12 

8 

728,744 

19 

10 

920,32b 

3 

8 

118,152 

10 

11 

120,011 

0 

3 

8.645 

*5 

9 

55 . 6 i 2 

2 

3 

138,43* 

6 

6 

41 4,888 

0 

10 

15,642 

0 

6 

* 9 , 75 * 

7 

1 

95,442 • 

1 7 

10 

35,200 

1 ; 

11 

28, bio 14 II 

20,969 

5 

0 

4 , 3 °* 

0 

2 

17,161,146 14 

2 


Extract 
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1771 Extrad from the general bill of chritlenings and burials within the bills of mortality in 
London, from December u, 1770, to December 10, 1771. 


Chrillcncd, Males, 

B ,«39 

Bu:itd, Males, 

10,921 

Females, 

8,233 

Females, 

10,859 


17,072 , 


21,780 


The births, deaths, and marriages, for this year, in the following cities, &c were as follow: 

Paris,—births, 20,685; deaths, 18,041; marriages, 4,452 -, foundlings, 7,1 76. 

Amfterdam,—baptifms in the fevcral reformed churches, 4,707 ; deaths, 7,c,b’3. 

Rotterdam,—deaths, 1,772. 

Copenhagen,—births, 2,657; deaths, 3,144. * 

Manchcfter and Salford,—chviftcncd, 1,169; burials, 993; marriages, 423. 

The fpirit of rdillaiicc continued to animate the American colonies.—In the month of June, 
in this year, one of the King’s armed fchooncrs, Rationed at Providence, Rhode Hland, to 
prevent fmuggling, was fei/.cd and burned by the people of that colony: and in Oftober fol¬ 
lowing, the town meeting of iloflon remonllratcd to the governor, interns of the greateft 
afperity, again!! the fettling fixed falaries 011 the judges of the fuperior court of judicature, in 
New England ; and fent chcular letters, of a very inflammatory nature, to the other colonies 
on the otcafion. 

His Mnjefty hud particularly recommended the affairs of the Ertft India Company to the 
attention of Parliament, in his fpeech from the throne, at the opening of the fefTioii; never- 
thcVfs, it was fo late as the 3r>lli of March before th s important bufincis was taiecn up in the 
Iloufe of Commons. I'he deputy chairman of the Eaft India Company then moved for leave 
to luing in a bill for the better regulation of the Company s fervants and concerns in India.— 
This bill was framed with a view to reftrain the governor and council from all manner of 
trade, and to make a total alteration in the couits of judicature, and in the mode ol adminiilcr- 
ing juiticc in Bengal, as well as to enlarge the Company’s powers with refpeft to its fuvants, 
and to lay additional reft rift inns upon them. 

Though this bill was totally laid afidc at the fccond reading, it produced very long and ani¬ 
mated debates ; and, in the courfe of them, it appeared very evident, that the con . aid 


affairs of the Company, as well as the tranfaA'tons of its fervants, demanded a very UK A en¬ 
quiry, and wanted much regulation: nor were there wanting thole who fuggcaeJ, on the 
occaiion, thar, irom the apparent infufficiency of the Company for fuch an important talk, 
Government llmuld take the whole of their territorial dominions under its own imme ham 
iurif iicEoii. A bill therefoic was brought, which palled into an aft, tm f tc appointment of a 
deleft committee of 51 members, toenqune into the natme and fl-n- of t..e in.-. . Coiti 
party, and of their 'affair* in the Eaft Indies : and as the fubjeft of tm.. : "-i-' 1 fi.ion was fo 
various, as well as of fuch great extent, they were obliged to apply for leave to Co.itmue them 

fittings during the fumm; r leafon. _ . 

The precarious fit nation of affairs in India,—the late diftrefibs of the natives,—the depopu¬ 
lation of the country,—the oppreffive and arbitrary condudl of the Company s fervants,—the 
great decreafc of the net revenues of Bengal, item various mifnrmagcmcnts, as well as eno:- 
mous and nnncccff.ry cxpenccs, and the immenfe confluence to this nation of prefervm ? , and 
well governing our poffeffions in India, were the couliJcratio ns that induced Parliament to 

adopt this regulating law. 
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1772 The great encouragement given at this time to the breed of borfes, Teems to have checked 
that of fheep and black, cattle ; and, confequently railed the price of butcher’s-meat: as it ap¬ 
pears, from the following tabic, that the increafe of cattle, &c. was by no means proportionate 
to the augmenting population of the metropolis. 

A Table, fhewing the number of Iheep and black cattle fold at Smithfield, for 40 years:— 


From Michaelmas. 

Sheep. 

Average. Black Cattle. 

Average. 

1730 to 1731 

480,010 


8,304 


I 73 2 

137,250 


87 > 57 * 


1733 

588,310 


95 > 3 °* 


1734 

597-920 


94,473 


1735 

636,740- 

-568,o6q 

102,628— 

- 93> 6 53 

1736 

617,720 


100,602 


1737 

637,190 


ico.686 


1738 

615,000 


96,762 


1739 

598,000 


96,404 


1 74 ° 

527,420-599,466 

93,285— 

- 97,548 

1741 

555 ’ 48 0 


85,245 


1742 

518,79° 


86,913 


1743 

479 >° 3 ° 


85,682 


1744 

5 l 3 ’ 3 2 ° 


87,441 


*745 

589,140- 

— 53*>*34 

84,179— 

-85,892 

1746 

648,350 


83,149 


1747 

646,930 


81,988 


1748 

634 , 75 ° 


76,060 


1749 

666,900 


8 3 > 3 S 7 


175 ° 

680,650- 

-655,516 

79,836— 

—80,878 

1751 

673,650 


79,983 


i 75 2 

688,970 


81,847 


*75 3 

686,810 


83,677 


*754 

669,000 


77 , 6 os 


*755 

. 684,570- 

——610,618 

81,106-— 

—80,843 

* 7 S 6 

653,220 


83,266 


*757 

594,260 


89,776 


1758 

571,660 


90,559 


*759 

610,870 


96,082 


1760 

653,740-616,750 

98,813— 

—91,699 

1761 

718,060 

-vths of a year. 

90,232 ^ ths of a year. 

1762 

84 2,030 a year and -*th 

121,175 a year and ^tlu 

*763 

964,190 


90,991 


1764 

581,440 


80,299 


* 7^5 

547,300-730,608 

84,702— 

-93,480 

1766 

587,520 


73.387 


1767 

588,730 


81,035 


1768 

655,920 


84,'.'55 


1769 

665,240 


85,862 


* 77 ° 

666,650- 

—632,812 

9°,979— 

-84,244 
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The inefficacy of the temporary corn-bills which had been pafled in every fjffion for fome 
years back, had occafioned the forming a committee in the laft fdfion, for examining into and 
confidering the whole Hate of the corn, and of the corn laws, and for framing fuch regulations 
thereon, as might be the balls of a comprehcnfive and permanent law, which Ihould apply to 
all poffible cales, with rcfpcft to exportation, impottation, prices, and bounties, and thereby 
l'uperfede the neceffity of temporary ary) imperfedt regulations. Several refolutions were then 
approved of and pafled upon this fubjeft, and the latcncfs of the feafoti only prevented its being 
carried further. A bill, therefore, was brought in upon the fame principles, and pafled 
through the Houfe of Commons ; but being returned, with fome alterations, by the Lords, 
the Commons, confidering it as a money bill, and therefore not to be altered by the other 
Houfe, threw it out with extraordinary marks of contempt. 

From the various articles of information which the difeuflion of the corrwbufinefs produced 
at this time, we have feledled the following tables. 

Prices of grain per quarter at Bear-Key and Mark-Lane, for 15 fucceflivc years 


Years. 

W heat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Jan. 

s. s. 

s. s. 

s, s. 

1742 

26 to 29 

15 to 20 

12 to 15 

1743 

20 — 23 

15 — 20 

13 — 16 

1744 

IQ - 2 t 

11 — 13 

9 — 12 

I 74 S 

l8 — 20 

12 — 15 

12 — 16 

1746 

>7 — =4 

10— 13 

12 — 14 

1747 

27 — 30 

8 — 12 

7 — 11 

1748 

26 — 28 

> 3 — >4 

9 — 12 

1749 

27—32 

17 — 18 

14 — 16 

175 ° 

24 — 27 

14— 17 

>2 — 13 

J 75 1 

24—27 

14 — 17 

12 — 13 

>752 

20 — 25 

10 — 13 

9 — 11 

>753 

29 — 35 

17 — 18 

10 — 12 

> 7 S 4 

27 — 33 

>7 — >9 

12 — 13 

>755 

24 — 26 

12 — 14 

10 — 13 

1756 

22 — 26 

14 — 15 

12 — 13 


A Table of the corn exported from England duting five years, diflinguifhing the fpecica 
thereof, with the bounties payable thereon, laid before Parliament. 

Gross Amount or Corn Exported. Exported tor Bounty. 


l cars. 

Hat icy. 

Malt. 

Oatmeal. 

Rye. 

IVhcat. 

^ 'ttaniity. Bounty. 


Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Of 5 - £■ 

>744 

20,0;)0 

219,862 

1.657 

74,169 

231,984- 

—Barley, 449,289— 56,159 

>745 

95,878 

219.354 

9.770 

83,966 

3 2 4.839 

—Malt, 1,426,264—184,195. 

1746 

158,719 

282,024 

20,203 

45,782 

130,646 

— Oatmeal, 37,366— 4,668 

>747 

103,14° 

361,280 

2,122 

92,718 

266,906 

—Rye, 399.883- 69,977 

1748 

73. 8 57 

349>363 

3,768 

103,891 

543.387 

—Wheat, 1,455,642—363,908 

Totals 451,684 

1,431,883 

37 »S 2 ° 

400,526 

1,497,762 

Totals, 3,768,444—678,907 


fcS* The difference between the quantity of corn exported, and of corn exported for bounty, 
is occafioned by l'ome exported to Alderney, Gucrnfey, Jerfey, &.c, not entitled to bounty. 

Thefe 



* 5 $ AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. ». 

177?. Thcfe great exports were principally from the ports of London, Ipfwich, Yarmouth, 
Lynn Regis, Hull, Briftol, Southampton, Cowes, Chichcfter, Bhoreham, and thole of YVr.k-s; 
the chief countries exported to were, Holland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, and 
the Mediterranean : but France and Flanders, on account of the war, had not any traninn-.red, 
except a certain fupply fent to fill the French magazines, previous to the opening the i.U) cam¬ 
paign of the exilliag war, which was the caufe o£ that precipitate and ill-conlidercd treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapeile. 

The total exports of the above period of five years, being 3,768,444 quarters of different 


fpecies of corn, may be fuppofed to have produced, £. 

At 35s. per quarter, — — 6,594,777 

At 40s.- w- — 7,536,888 

.At 45s.- — 1 — 8,478,999 

At 50s.- — — 9,421,110 


Or the medium of thofe fums, being 8,007,948b ; in either cafe it is an immenfe fum to flow 
immediately from the produce of the Earth, and the labour of the people, enriching our mer¬ 
chants, and increalingan invaluable brood of fearnen. 

In the courfe of this year, 4,872 (hips were cleared at the Cuftom Houfc, Nc.vcaftlc, of 
which 4,480 were coafters, and 392 for foreign parts. 

From December 5, 1771, to Decefnber 5, 1772, 6,680 veffcls paffed the Sound, which 


were as follow: 

Dutch, — 

2 > I 4 S 

Hamburghers, •— 

32 

Englifh, — 

O 

GO 

Ruffian, — 

28 

Danilh, — 

973 

From Roftock — 

21 

Swedes, —. 

805 

Impciial, — 

13 

Pruftians, — 

326 

French, — 

*3 

Dantzickers, — 

211 

Courlanders, — 

7 

Bremeners, —- 

170 

Spanilh, 

2 

Lubeckcts, — 

38 

Portuguefe, — 

2 

The total number of which amounted to 6,680 veffels. 



The following bills, among many others, received the royal aflent this year. 

To continue and amend an aft paffed in the laft feffion, to prohibit the exportation of 
corn, &c. 

To continue, for a further time, the aft for the importation of faked provifions, &c. from 
Ireland and the American colonies. 

To difcontinue the inland duty of is. per pound on Singlo and black teas, and for allowing 
a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and the Plantations. 

For making a navigable carral from the river Dee, near Chefter, to Nantwich. 

For better preferving his Majefty’s dock yards, /hips, (lores and ammunition. 

To amend an aft for maintaining and enlarging the harbour of Ramlgate and haven of 
Shoreham. w 

For embanking and preferving certain fen and low grounds in Huntingdonfliire. 

For deepening and preferving the harbour of Ayr in Scotland. 

For the more eafy and fpcedy recovery of fmall debts in Scotland. 

For allowing the importation of wheat, wheat flour, rye and rye meal, into this kingdom, 
tor a limited time. 


For 
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ii';.: For allowing the free importation of rice into this kingdom, from any of his Majefty’s co¬ 

lonies in Am;: a. 

IV re nr . mg the evils occafioued by the laws now in being againft engroifers, foreftallers 
and u-grr.'o,'.. 

For fun her encouraging the herring fifhery on the coafts of the Iile of Man. 

For mure cffeftually preventing fiaftds in the revenue of cxcile, with rcfpcffc to tea, foap, 
lew wines and Spirits. 

To prevent frauds and abufes relating to the trade carrying on between Great Britain and 
licland- 

For more effectually preventing fraud in the damp duties, upon vellum, parchment, paper 
and cards. 

To continue and amend an aft to prevent frauds committed by bankrupts*. 

For allowing a drawback, on the exportation of tea to Ireland and his Majefty’s colonics in 
America. 

For rendering the payment of the creditors of infolvcnt debtors more equal and expeditious 
in Scotland. 

For allowing the free importation of wheat, Indian corn, Ac. for a limited time. 

For allowing the free importation of wheat, itvley, Ac. from Africa or any part of Europe, 
for a limited time. 

For the discontinuance of the duties on hog’: -lard and greafe, and for the frce.importation 
of hams, bacon, and all forts of fait provifions from any pait of Europe, for a limited time. 

To allow' tiie further importation of rice from America. 

To reft rain the Eaft India Company from appointing fupervifors, for a limited time. 

For making a branch of the river Trent navigable. 


Supplies granted by Parliament for this year;— 

L 

s. 

d. 

For 25,000 fcamcn, including 0,604 marines, — 

1,300,000 

0 

O 

For 17,547 land-forces, including 1,522 invalids, — 

629,491 

12 

4 j 

For maintaining forces and garriftms in the plantations and Africa, at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, Ac. — — — 

3 8S >953 

12 

» 3 

/ 4 

For the difference of pay between the Biitiflr and Irifh eftablifhments 
of five battalions and four comumies of foot, Ac. — 

4,/2 3 

16 

^ * 

4 

For the pay of the general and ft ,!F officers, Ac. — — 

11,322 

7 

3 

For penlions to the widow;, of certain reduced officers, —• 

644 

0 

0 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces and 
marines, Ac. — — — — 

H 5 > 7 6 5 

16 

0 

For allowances to fevei a! officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horf; ,1.-ids, Ac. — — 

1,28 r 

0 

6 

For the charge of oo< : eiifioncrs of Chelfea Hofpital, Ac. — 

124.813 

12 

6 

For the charge of voe office of ordnance for the land fervice, Ac. 

215,883 

17 

4 

For fervices pcrlormcd by ditto for ditto, not provided lor by Parlia¬ 
ment, in 1771, — — — — 

32,498 

6 

3 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to fca and marine 
officers, — — — — 

394 , 7 M 

’7 

6 

Towatds building and repairing flrips, Ac. and other extra works, 

375-9 39 

0 

0 

Carr ied forward, 

3,596,042 

18 
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HISTORICAt ass chronological deduction 


Brought over, 

On account of the civil cftablifhment of Nova Scotia, 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — ♦ — 

Ditto of Senegambia, — — — — 

On account of general furveys in North America, *— — 

To the truflecs of the Britifh Mufeum, — — — 

To enable his Majefty to purcliafc, for the ufe of the public, a collec¬ 
tion of Etrufean, Grecian, and Roman antiquities, brought from Italy 
by Sir William Hamilton, Knight of the Hath, to %e veiled in the 
truftees of the Britifh Mttfcum, — — —•. — 

To enable the truftees of the Britifh MuTcum to provide a repofitory 
for the faid collcftion, — — — — —• 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills — — 

To be employed in repairing, &c. Britifh forts and fcttlements on the 
cortft of Africa, — — — 

For more effeflually repairing the fort of Cape Coaft Caftlein Africa, 
To, be applied towards encouraging difcoverics towards the South Pole, 
Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army. See. — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britait 
To replace to the finking fund the like futn ilfucd thereout to make 
good certain deficiencies, Nc. — — — 

To the Levant Company, to be applied in aftitling the find Company 
in carrying on their trade, — — — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum Blued by his Majelfy’s 
orders, in purfuancc of the addrefles of the Houfe of Commons, 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum, paid to certain perfons in 
North Britain, as a compenfation of certain lolfcsfuftained, and expenccs 
incurred by them, for preventing the fpreading of the infeflious diftem- 
per amongft the horned cattle, — — — — 

To enable his Majefty to make good the fcvcral fums payable to the 
perfons who have fubferibed the capital flock of 3 per cent, annuities, to 
be difeharged, &c. — — — — 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the fervice of 177 r, 

To be paid to Charles Irving, for the difeovery of an eafy and prac¬ 
ticable method of making fea water frefh and wholefome, — 

To enable his Majefty to reward Daniel Peter Layard, Doctor of 
Phyfic, for his advice towards preventing the dil'order among the horned 

To be paid as a compenfation to Edward Hill, for the lofs he will 
fuftain by difeontinuing the ufe of peftles in making gunpowder, &c. 


£• 

d. 

3,596,042 18 


5,346 10 

5 

3,186 0 

0 

4 > 95 ° 0 

0 

V 1 

Ut 

O 

0 

0 

6,336 0 

9} 

1,885 4 

0 

2,000 0 

0 

* 

8,410 0 

0 

00 

0 

0 

O 

r,800,000 0 

O 

13,000 0 

0 

2,400 0 

0 

4,000 0 

0 

274,432 4 

5 

> ■+■ 

1, 6/798 14 

5 

42,445 5 

5 

5,000 # 

0 

6,580 0 

0 

2 94 3 

1 1 

1,350,000 0 

0 

3 9>456 0 

10! 

5,000 0 

0 


500 

1,500 


o o 

o o 


Total, 


7,186,253 3 1 
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The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

Duty on malt, — _ _ 

Land tax at 3s. — — _ 

Certain furpluflcs of the linking fund, — — 

Ditto, — — — —. __ 

By Exchequer bills, —, — — 

By agreement with the Eaft India Company, — 

Certain cxcefles of the finking fund, — — 

By certain favings, &c. — — — 

Ditto, — — — — — 

Ditto, —■ , — — — 

By a lottery, — —- — 

From the finking fund, — ~ — 

Certain monies referved for t 3 ie direflion of Parliament, — 

The furpluflcs of certain deduflions, &c. — — 

A certain fum in the Exchequer for the dil'pofition of Parliament, 


l6l 


£■ 

r. 

d. 

750,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

136,416 

0 

s;- 

55*192 

6 

n-J 

1,800,000 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 

805,398 

»3 

2 

138,090 

5 

10 

36,772 

10 

0 

1,863 

*3 

10 

• 40,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

1,856,723 

1 

2 

20,000 

0 

0 

21,710 

0 

0 

10,426 

9 

3 


Total of ways and means provided, &c. 
Ditto of fupplies granted, See. 


7,722,593 o 
7,186,253 3 


ni- 

o 


Exccfs of provifions, — 

— 

— 

53^*339 

M 

There were no extra duties or alteration of duties impofed 

or made during this year. 


A general ftatement of the public debts at the 

receipt of the Exchequer, 

Handing out Janu- 

ary 5, 1772, with the annual intereft, &c. 

Principal Debt. 

rfnnual Intcrcfi , Ac. 


£• 

,y. d. 

£■ 

J. d. 

* Exchequer, — — 

2,034,364 

12 9 ‘ 

153,066 

4 S 

Eaft India Company, — 

4,200,000 

0 0 

127,687 

10 0 

Bank of England, — 

94 >i 37>915 

i Si- 

3,088,616 

5 7 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761; as alio on the annuities of 1 percent, 
for 98 years to the fubferibers to the loan of 
I2,ooo,oool. granted for the fcrvice of the year 

1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — 



327*515 

0 3 

South Sea Company, — 

2-7> 125,309 

13 

829,507 

8 2 

Total, 

127,497,619 

8 2E 

4,526,392 

8 8 


* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, arc not charged in this account, nor the t,ooo,oool. 
charged on the deduction of 6 d. per pound on penfions, nor the i,Suo,oool. borrowed in 177 1 » charged on the 
fupplies in 177j. 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1771, to Christmas 177a. 

Countries. Imports. ‘ Exports< 


Africa , — 


9 2 > 33 8 

12 

0 

866,394 

11 

3 

Canaries, —- 

— 

12,773 

10 

7 

3 2 ,539 

7 

3 

Denmark, and Norway, 

— 

85,521 

17 

2 

161,972 

14 

3 

Eaft Country, — - 

— 

209,189, 

14 

5 

103,661 

2 

5 

Eaft India, — 

— 

2,473,192 

8 

2 

941,361 

4 

5 

Flanders, — 

—: 

99»473 

6 

9 

793-454 

12 

5 

F ranee, — 

— 

54 > 94 & 

11 

5 

290,989 

16 

1 

Germany, — 

— 

701,813 

5 

1 

1,354,181 

6 

6 

Greenland, — 

— 

2 3’449 

16 

5 

3 ° 15 

4 

Holland, ' 

— 

324,901 

8 

8 

I, 997 . 8 i 5 

1 

4 

Ireland, — 

— 

1,242,305 

18 

5 

1,963,787 

4 

0 

Italy, , — 

— 

8 5 8 .599 

•8 

lo 

831,514 

1 

8 

Madeiras, 

— 

S> 33 ° 

3 

8 

12,107 

2 

2 

Portugal, — 

— 

347.373 

11 

2 

635,114 

4 

2 

Ruflia, — 

— 

1,008,948 

11 

5 - 

139,470 

15 

5 

Spain, — 

— 

510,637 

9 

1 

805,038 

0 

1 

Strcights, —■ 


13,902 

IS 

1 

141.729 

8 

7 

Sweden, — 


187,826 

15 

2 

54,698 

12 

9 

Turkey, — 

— 

* 54.052 

8 

3 

96,823 

4 

4 

Venice, — 

— 

64,605 

8 

0 

80,849 

17 

O 

Alderney, — 

- -- - • 

79 

13 

0 

1,470 

18 

1 

Guernfey, —- 

— 

3 I » 8 45 

1 

7 

31,564 

10 

3 

Jerfcy, — — 


17,627 

3 

S 

31,099 

12 

10 

Cahada, — 

—• 

47.995 

4 

4 

203,779 

5 

6 

Carolina, — 

— 

425 . 9 2 3 

1 

1 

449,610 

2 

2 

Cape Breton, — 

— 

255 

8 

7 

12 1 

6 

9 

Florida, — 

— 

15,722 

17 

6 

40 , 45 8 

2 

9 

Georgia, — 

— 

66,083 

18 

9 

92,406 

4 

4 

Hudfon’s Bay, — 


8,005 

17 

1 

6,381 

2 

9 

New England, — 


126,265 

7 

6 

824,830 

8 

9 

Newfoundland, 

— 

67,625 

2 

11 

107,822 

14 

0 

New Providence, 

— 

5.817 

18 

9 

1,564 

0 

9 

New York, — 

— 

82,707 

8 

6 

343>970 

19 

9 

Nova Scotia, —- 

— 

4,663 

12 

3 

34,688 

3 

3 

Pennfylvania, —« 


2 9 .i 33 

12 


507,909 

14 

0 

Virginia and Maryland, 

— 

528,404 

10 

i> 

793 , 9 10 

13 

2 

Antigua, — 

— 

166,351 

12 

4 

116,074 

JO 

11 

Barbadoes, — 

— 

210,842 

12 

6 

138,841 

10 

7 

Bermudas, — 

— 

525 

2 

10 

11,798 

14 

6 

Dominica, — 

— 

215,667 

7 

1 

60,526 

14 

2 

Grenada, — 

- — 

492.974 

5 

3 

191,774 

18 

9 

Jamaica, —• 

— 

1,483,818 

19 

8 

592,733 

S 

1 

Montferrat, —* 


82,873 

18 

2 

2 3’334 

7 

8 

Nevis, —- 

— 

82,331 

17 

9 

18,277 

15 

r 

St. Croix, — 

(MM 

24,947 

18 

0 



— 

St. Kitts, — 

— 

3 ° 2 > 9 S 2 

2 

0 

118,914 

4 

9 

St. Euftatia, — 


8,152 

5 

0 




St. Vincent, 

— 

i 55> 1 82 

18 

0 

38,361 

18 

10 

T obago, — 

—• 

19,718 

19 

8 

36,797 

4 

ID 

Tortola, —- 

— 

58,111 

9 

5 

30,586 

0 

ir 

Honduras Bay, 

— 

5 I »°79 

13 

10 

i >535 

14 

10 

Mufquito Shore, — 

— 

15,580 

3 

0 

4,728 

12 

11 

Totals, 


13,298,452 

2 

3 

16,159,412 

14 

4 


*,860,960 12 I 


Exports exceed the Imports, 
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i 77 2 A general account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, 
from December 10, 1771, to December 15, 1772. 


Christened. 

Buried. 

Males, 

9 . 1/2 

Males, 13,185 

Females, 

8,744 

Females, 12,868 

Total, 

t 

17,916 

Total, 26,053 


At Paris,—births, 18,713; deaths, 20,374; marriages, 4,611; foundlings received in the 
hoipitals, 7676. 

At Amfterdam,—deaths, 10,609 ; baptiftns in the feverai reformed churches, 4,637 ; mar¬ 
riages, 2,037. 

At Copenhagen,—births, 2,604 ; deaths, 4,200; marriages, 745. 

At Whitby,—deaths, 313; baptifms, 229; marriages, 59. 

E773 In the fpcech from the Thione at the meeting of Parliament on the 26th of November, of 
the laft year, it was obferved, that the private convenience of the Members would have been 
confultcd by allowing a longer recefs from bufinefs, if fome very important public ferviccs had 
not required the immediate attention of Parliament. It then (hewed how much the commerce 
and revenues of the nation, as well as the private tights and interefts of numerous individuals 
were intcrefted in the maintenance of the credit and profperity of the Eaft India Company ; 
and that upon information of the difficulties in which that company appeared to be involved, 
it was determined to give them an cailv opportunity of informing thcmlelvcs fully of the true 
flatc of their affairs, and of making fucli proviiions for the common benefit and fecurity of the 
various interefts concerned, as (liould be found beft adapted to the exigencies of the cafe. 

A motion was, therefore, made in the Iloufe of Commons, that, for the better taking into 
conlideration the affairs of the company, a committee of fccrccy, confifting of thirteen perfons, 
to be chofen by ballot, fhould be appointed for that purpofc; which paffed, after fome oppoli- 
tion, without a divifion. 

In little more than a week after its appointment, the prefident of this committee prefented a 
report on the affairs of the Eaft India Company, which ftated, that though the company were 
much diftreffed in money matters, they were, notwithftanding, preparing to fend out an ex- 
penfivc commiffion of fupervifion to India, which would ftill add to that diftrefs, and there¬ 
fore recommended that a bill ihould be brought in to reftrain them, for a limited time, from 
fending out any fucli commiffion. This recommendation was immediately adopted, and, after 
debates of no common length and violence, in both Houfes, received the royal aflent. 

Inthecourfc of th'.fc difeuffions it appeared, that fince the year 1765, the company’s ex¬ 
pellees had increafcd from 700,0001. to the enormous ium of 1,700,000k annually. It alfo 
appeared, that government had received by the net duties, the indemnity upon tea and the 
ftipulated 400,000k little lefs than two millions annually from the company. I hat the latter 
had loft by the indemnity agreement, from its firft commencement, at leaft one million ; of 
which 700,000k went to government, and the remainder to the purchafcrs. It was alio 
fhewn, that government had profited, during the laft five years, to the amount of 3,395,000k 
viz. by the produce of the annual ftipulated payment 2.200,000k and by the cncreate oi the 
revenue, compared on a medium with the five preceding years, 1,195,000. I hat the whole 
of the company’s receipts of dividend, during the fame period, fcarccly amounted to 900,000!. 

X 2 more 
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1773 more than fix per cent, upon its capital, which was the lowcft trading dividend that had ever 
been made during the moll expenfive and dangerous wars. In lhort, it appeared upon the 
whole, that the company’smercantile profits during the above period, amounted on an average 
to 464,000J. annually, which would have afforded a dividend of 12J- per cent. ; fo that while 
government profited to the great amount vve have mentioned, the company and proprietary, 
inllead of receiving any benefit, loft confiderably pf the dividend, which the profits on their 
trade alone would have afforded. Arguments againft the bill were founded upon this fiate- 
inent, on the right of the company to appoint their own fervants, and the ruinous coirfc^ 
qucnces which might arife from delay, in checking the mifconduA, difobedience, and rapa¬ 
city of their fervants in the prefidcncics abroad, which had unfortunately continued, without 
interruption, from the fatal lofs of the Aurora, in which the three gentl?m<yi, who were fent 
out in the year 1769, as fuperiors to India, were too 'juftly believed to have perifhed. But it 
was, however, infifted, on the other fide, that the evils in India were of fuch a magnitude, 
that nothing iefs than the legillaturc could reform them, and that its fupremc controuling 
pow 4 r could never be applied with greater propriety, or the profpefl of greater advantage than 
in the prefent inftance, when the welfare and fecurity of many millions, and the prefervatton 
of great countries and revenues depended upon its exertion. 

In confcquence of a previous petition from the Eaft India Company for a loan, the minif- 
ter, on the 9th of March, moved, as d matter of political expediency, but not as a claim of 
right, “ That the affairs of the Eaft India Company being in fuch a ftate as to require par¬ 
liamentary afliftance, a fupply of 1,400,000!. be granted to the company ; provided, at the fame 
time, that due care be taken that fuch neceftary regulations fhould be adopted, as to prevent 
the company’s experiencing fimilar exigencies for the future. 

March 23.—The following refolutions were moved and carried in the Iloufe of Commons: 

“ That fuppofing the public fhould advance a loan to the Eaft India Company, the company’s 
dividend fhould be reft rained to fix percent, until the rc-paymcnt of the fum advanced; and 
that the company be allowed to divide no more than feven per cent, until their bond debt is 
reduced to 1,500,000!.” 

jfpti! 5.—It was alfo moved and carried,—“ That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that it 
will be more beneficial to the public and the Eaft India Company, to let the territorial acqui- 
fitions remain in the pofleflion of the company for a limited time, not exceeding the term of 
fix years, to commence from the agreement between the public and the company. That no 
participation of profits fhall take place between the public and the company, until after the 
repayment of 1,400,000!. advanced to the company, and the rcdudlion of the company’s bond 
debt to 1,500,0001. And that after the payment of the loan advanced to the company, and 
the reduction of their bond debt to the fum fpecificd, three-fourths of the net furplus profits of 
the company at home above the fum of eight per cent, upon their capital flock 413811 be paid 
into the Exchequer, for the ufe of the public, and the remaining one-fourth fhall be fet apart, 
either for further reducing the company’s bond debt, or for compollng a fund for the difeharge 
of any contingent exigencies the company may labour under.” 

After the Houfe of Commons had, for two months, continually occupied itfeif with the 
affairs of this company ; refolutions, to the following effe£l, were moved and made the foun¬ 
dation of a bill, “ For eftablilhing certain regulations for the better management of the affairs 
of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” 

Firft, “ That the Court of Directors fhould, in future, be elefted for four years, fix mem- 


fe, %ers annually ; but none to hold their feats longer than four years. 


Secondly, 
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1773 Secondly, “ That no perfon Ihould vote at the cleCtton of the directors who had not pof- 
fcffed their Hock twelve mouths. 

Thirdly, “ That the qualification flock fliould, inflead of 500I. be ioooh 

Fourthly, “ That the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta lhould, for the future, be confined to 
final! mercantile caufes, to which only its jurifdiftion extended before the territorial ac- 
quifilion. 

Fifthly, “ That in lieu of this court, thus taken away, a new one be eftablilhed, confift- 
ing of a chief jufticc and three puifne judges. 

Sixthly, “ That thefe judges be appointed by the crown. 

Seventhly, “ That a fuperiority be given to the preftdcncy of Bengal over the other pre- 
fidencics in India. 

After fevcral weeks continual agitation, this bill, which had naturally attrafted the atten¬ 
tion of ail orders of people, was palled by great majorities in both houfes, and from the mo¬ 
ment it received the royal allent, the Eail India Company may be confidered as, in a great 
meafurc, if not wholly, in the bauds of the Miniilersof the Crown. 

Though the colonies had engaged in rclblutions not to import any tea from Great Britain, 
vet means had been found to import it, though in fmaller quantities than heretofore; which 
decrcafe of importation was allb owing, in fome meafure, to the lower price of fuch as were 
brought from Other countries. This diminution in the export of the teas, was very difad- 
vantageous to the Eaft India Company; and in order to make them fome compcnfation, they 
wcic permitted by Parliament to export it to America free of any duty payable by the 
company. 

In confequence of this privilege, the company freighted feveral fhips with tea for North A- 
merica, and appointed agents to dilpofe of it in the fevcral colonies; but fuch was the then 
determination there, to counteract the defigns of the Britilb mini dry, that when three Ihips 
laden with tea entered the harbour of Bofton, the impoflibility of landing it was 10 evident, 
that the captains of the veffcls would willingly have carried it back to England, could they 
have obtained a formal periniffion from thole who were poffeffcd of official power to grant it. 

In the mean time the inhabitants, who were convinced that the tea would, by fome means 
or other, be landed, if the ihips were fuffered to remain in the harbour, rcfolved to take fuch 
a mode of prevention, as would effectually check the defign of making any future attempts of a 
fimilar nature. 

They therefore gave notice to the confignecs, and the captains, that they would not permit 
them to bring their teas alhore, and infilled on the departure of the vcffels with their cargoes; 
which being refufed by the governor and the officers of the cultom-houfc, a number of dif- 
guifed perfohs boarded the Blips and threw the whole cargoes into the fea. 

The fame conduCl was purfued towards veffels laden with tea in other parts of America. At 
Philadelphia the pilots were forbidden to conduft them up the river Dclawar ; and, at New 
York, though fome chcfts were landed under the protection of a man of war, the governor 
was under the neceflity of delivering them into cuftody, to prclerve the public peace. 

At this time it appears, that the value of the fhipping built in the colonies, amounted to 
116,500b. annually; and that the confunrptiou of teas, before the importation duties were 
queftioned, to 6oo,ooq1. 

It appears by an authentic article publilhed in the Belfaft News Letter, dved the 6th of 
April in this year, that the number of Ihips and their tonnage, which failed with paflengers 

from 
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1 773 the North of Ireland to North America, in the two preceding years, were u 
follows: 


Tears. 


Ships. 


Tons. 

In 1771 

—- 

32 

— 

8,900 

1772 

*—’ 

30 

-. 

8,450 


Total, 

" * 

62 


i 7 j 3 S° 


It is fuppofed, on a moderate computation, that the number of pafiengers were equal to the 
tons. The greateftpart of thefe emigrants paid their palfagc, which at 3I. 10s. each, amount¬ 
ed to 60,7251. moft of them people employed in the linen manufacture, or farmers, &c. 

From accounts pubiilhed at this time, it appears that the importation of coals into London, 
In the year 1772, amounted to 720,000 chaldrons, which was the greateft that had been 
known. 

In this year the importation of fugars from the Weft Indies to Briftol, amounted to 20,000 
hoglheads, which was 5,000 more than had ever been introduced into that port, in any one 
preceding year. 

On the 2d of June, the Honourable Captain Phipps, now Lord Mulgrave, and Captain 
Lutwitcb, in the Race Horfe and Cal cafe frigates, failed from the Norc on a voyage of dis¬ 
covery towards the North Pole. Mr. Lyons was appointed, by the Board of Longitude, to 
accompany them, to make obfervations in aftronomy, natural hiftory and philofophy. 

By an account laid before the Houfc of Commons of the number of borfes exported from 
England, from January 3, 1750, to January 5, 1772, the numbers appeared to be, 

Htrfes. 

During fourteen years peace, —- 21,3^8 

During eight years war, — — 71783 

In all, 29,131 

The total number of proprietors of Eaft India ftock, with their qualifications, as they ftood 


in the company’s books, the 4th of March in this 

year, were as follows: 




Proprietors. 

Slock, 




£• s. 

d. 

Englifh, pofleffing ioool. ftock, and upwards, 

487 

1,018,208 10 

11 

Foreign, pofleffing iocol. ftock, and upwards, 

3 2 5 

890,940 17 

0 

Total, of ioool. ftock, — — 

812 Tot. ftock, 

1 > 9 ° 9>339 16 

n 


Proprietors. 

Stock. 


Englifh, pofleffing 500I. ftock and upwards, 


£■ s. 

d 

not amounting to ioool. — 

1,246 

634,464 1 

8 

Foreign, pofleffing 500I. flock, &c. 

95 

. 50,226 0 

0 

Total, of 500I. ftock, — — 

1,341 Tot. flock, 

684,690 1 

8 


In 
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*773 In the London Gazette of July 31, the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Direftor* of 
the Bank, gave notice, that any quantity of guineas, half guineas, and quarter guineas, (cut 
or defaced agreeable to the aft) not lefs than fifty guineas in a parcel, would be taken in there 
on Monday, Auguft 2, and every Monday, Wednefday and Saturday, till further notice; at 
the rate of 3I. 17s. lojd. per ounce. 

In the courfe of this year, 4,106 (hips cleared at the Cuftom-houfe, Ncwcaftle, of which 
3,720 were coafters, and 386 for foreign parts. 

The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, received the royal afient in the courfe 
of this year: 

To encourage the fubjefts of foreign dates to lend money upon eftates in die Weft Indies. 

For naturalizing the children of foreign Proteftants, fubjefts of Great Britainf 

To enable certain perfons to work a peftle mill at Tunbridge iii Kent. 

For draining and improving the fens in the parifhes of Upwell, Outwelf, Denver, and 
Wcley, lying on the fouth fide of Popham’s Eau in the Iflc of Ely. 

For draining the fens between Mildenhall River, South; Plant Lond and Brandon River, 
North ; bounded on the Weft by the Oufc, and the Eaft by Winder Lond Marfwell Brook, 
in the Iflc of Ely, 

To prevent abufes itrthc fale of (hares of (hips, to foreigners, Britifh built. 

For better regulating (hips loaded with coals in* the ports of Sunderland and Ncwcaftle. 

For the better regulation and government of pilots, conducting (hips and vcffels out of the 
port of King’s Lynn, in the county of Norfolk. 

For making and extending the navigation of the river Bure, from Coltifliall to Aylfham 
Bridge, in the county of Norfolk. 

For eftablifliing a plate-glafs manufaftory. 

To allow a drawback of the duties of the cuftoms on the exportation of teas to any of his 
Majefty’s colonies or plantations in America. 

To regulate the importation and exportation of corn. 

To enlarge the powers of two afts for making a navigable canal from the river of Forth, at 
or near the mouth of the river Canon, to the ri ver Clyde in Scotland. 

To enable the Earl of Thanct to make a navigable canal from the fpring near Skipton in 
Yorkfliirc, to communicate with the Leeds and Liverpool canal. 

For appointing wardens and allay mafters, for allaying wrought plate in the towns of Bir¬ 
mingham and Sheffield. 

For cftablilhing certain rules and orders for the future management of the affairs of the Eaft 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe. 

To prevent paper bills of credit hereafter to he iffued in any of his Majefty’s colonies or 
plantations in America, from being declared to be a legal payment. 

F01 altering the punilhment of perfons fraudulently marking of plate. 

To prevent the counterfeiting or diminilhing the gold coin of the kingdom. 

To regulate the wages or prices of journeymen weavers in Spitalfields, or within five miles 
of London. 

For the better cultivating common arable fields, commons and waftes. 

To prevent the counterfeiting of bank notes or bills, and to prevent obtaining falfe credit 
by the imitation of bank notes or bills. 

“ By this aft, paper makers, not aufhoril'ed by the Bank, who (hall make any paper with 
the words Bank of England, Bank fost l ill, or any words cxprelfing the fum or 

3 amount 
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MJJ2 amount, in white lettersin a black ground, or having any plate fo engraved in theif cuftody, 
fhall be committed to the county gaol and fuffer imprifomnenf therein, for any term not ex¬ 
ceeding fix months. The fame puniihment is likewife to be inffufted upon all perfons who 
fhall utter notes with any fuch marks upon them.” 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1773. £. s. d. 

For 20,000feamen, including 4,354 marines,, &c. — 1,040,000 o o 

For 17,070 land forces, including 1,522 invalids, Ac. — 616,895 1 10 

For maintaining garrifons, fee. — — 396,935 5 10J 

For the difference of pav between the Britifh and Irifh cftablifhment of 
certain troops, &c. — — — —- 5,503 9 5 

Foftbe pay of the general and ftaff officers, Ac. — 11,47 3 18 6£ 

For the out-penfiohers of Chelfea, icc. ’ — — 122,982 3 9 

For the office of ordnance for the land fervice — 218,460 13 10 

For ditto, nut provided for by Parliament in 1772, 4 — 17,954 4 7 

l or the ordinary of the navy, —- —• 424,019 o 9 

Towards building and repairs of fhips, Ac. — 421,554 o o 

On account of the civil cftablifhment of Nova Scotia, —• 5,146 10 5 

Ditto of Georgia, — —- TTu ; 3,086 o o 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, ’ — — — s 4,950 o o 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 7,274'13 6 

Ditto of Senegambia, — — •— 6,336 o 9' 

On account of general furveys in North America, — 1,885 4 o 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces, Ac. — 111,127 5 10 

For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 
troops of liorfe guards, Ac. — — — 1,148 ro o 

For the penfions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, 628 o o 

On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
North Britain, — — — 6,998 10 9 

To the Levant Company, to affift them in carrying on their trade, 5,000 o o 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame for 
certain purpofes, Ac. — — — — 48,245 11 6 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 

For the maintenance of Wcftminftcr bridge, — — 2,000 o O 

For the extraordinarics of the army, Ac. — —- 249,708 12 1' 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1772, 21,085 1 7 

For repairing, Ac. the Britifh forts on the coaft of Africa, 13,000 o o 

To be applied for the purpofe of relieving the Eaft India Company, and 
for fecuring to the creditors of the faid company, a more fpcedy fat is fac¬ 
tion of their demands, — — — 1,400,000 o o 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum which has been iffued, by 
bis Majefty’s orders, in purfuance of addrefles of Parliament, — 6,200 O o 

To John Harrifon, as a further reward for his invention of a time 
keeper, for afeertaining the longitude at fca, — — 8,750 o o 


6 ) 97^*347 *9 °‘ 


Carried over, 
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Brought over, 

To eruble hi» Majefty to repay Meflrs. Hodfon, Gordon and Debo¬ 
nair, the like fum which has been overpaid by them to the commiffion- 
ers of exeife, 8tc. — 

To be advanced to Doftor Richard Williams, &c. for inventing a fall 
green and yellow dye on cotton yarns, &c» — —. 

* Total of fupplies. 


£• f. d. 

6*978*347 *9 °T 


4 * 3^3 


6,984,721,19 04. 


Ways and Me a« s for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

Duty on malt, $tc. — — — 750,000 o o 

Land tax, at 3s. —- — — — 1,500,000 o o 

By certain furplufles remaining in the Exchequer, — 350,193 7 4* 

Exchequer bills, — — — 1,400,000 o o 

From the linking fund, — — — 2,349,806 12 74 

By loans or Exchequer bills, &c. — — 1,000,000 0 o 

From the produce of the duties referved for the difpolition of Par¬ 
liament, • — — —' —• — 10,000 O o 

From the Eaft India Company, — — 169,398 18 2 

By certain balances remaining in the Exchequer, he. — '9,961 11 8 

Total Ways and Means, •— 7»539»36o 9 10 

Total Supplies, — — 6,984,710 19 o\ 


Excefs of Provilions, 


554,649 10 94. 


m 

'The Hate of the national debt remains the feme as in our laft account of it. 

rt The charge of the pay and cloathingof the militia of England, for one year, beginning 
the 25 th of March, 1770, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies arifitng by the land-tax 
granted for the fcrvice of the faid year. 

Additional duties and regulations of duties impofed and made in the courfe of this year. 

May 17.-—A duty of i$.6d.was laid on every chaldron of culm, Newcallle meafure, export¬ 
ed to Lilbon in any foreign vdfcl. 

An additional duty of i*d. per fquare yard, and in that proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity, was laid on all paper, printed, painted, or ftruned in foreign parts, imported into 
this kingdom. 

July 14.—The duty of il. tos. payable for every negroe which fliould be imported into the 
illand of Dominica, or exported from the illand of Jamaica, ceafed and determined, and in 
lieu thereof, a dhty of as. 6d. fterling money was voted to be paid for every negroe which 
lhouid be imported into the feid illand of Dominica, or exported from the feid illand of 
Jamaica, 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, 
Countries. 

Africa, — 

Canaries, < 

Denmark and Noway, — 

Eaft Country, —- 

Eaft India, —. 

Flanders, — 

France, — —< 

Germany, — — 

Greenland, — 

Holland, — 

Ireland, —- — 

Ifle ftf Man; — 

Italy, — —- 

Madeiras' — — 

Portugal, —> 

Ruffia, — — 

Spain, — 

Strcights, — 

Sweden, — ■ 

Turkey, — — 

Venice, — — 

Alderney, . — — 

Gucrnfey, ■ - . - — 

Jerfey, — - — 

Antig'ua, — - 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, . . - — 

Canada, ' — — . . 

Carolina, — — «— 

Cape Breton, —— 

Dominica, — — 

Florida, .. 

Georgia, , —- ■, 

Granades, — 

Hudfon’s Bay, 

Jamaica, — ■■■■», — 

Montfcrrat, ■ — 

New England, —— 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New York, - - 

Nova Scotia, ' —- 

Pennfylvania, — — 

St, Chriftopher’s, —— 

St. Croix, — — 

St. Euftatia, —— 

St, Thomas, — — 

St. Vincent, " ■ 

Tobago, — — 

Tortola, —- —« 

Virginia and Maryland, —— 

Spanjfh Weft Indies, —— 

Totals, 

Exports exceed the Imports, 


from Christmas 177s, 
Imports. 

£. 68,4*4 19 9 

— 10,635 11 9 

71,044 4 o 

— >° 4>337 >2 * 

- 1,933,096 -18 5 , 

— 79.957 » 4 

44.484 > 3 

- 454 . >86 9 s 

17,644 14 10 
411,642 6 o 

t,*5*,8i7 3 


4 , 5 6 3 
480,349 6 

*,499 O 
349,*14 13 
850,112 18 
462,341 1* 


7 

8 
o 
8 

4 

5 

6 


714 

9 

O 

101,603 

16 

I 

*63.538 

*7 

9 

104,003 

10 

7 

- 623 

5 

9* 

43,21)1 

5 

9 

11,881 

4 

4 

112,779 

0 

10 

168,682 

6 

I 

509 10 

0 

4*>394 

11 

* 

456,513 

8 

4 


16 

6 

248,868 

l6 

5 

7,129 

*3 

6 

85 . 39 * 

I 

8 

445,041 

O 

9 

8.943 

4 

2 

1,286,888 

16 

6 

47 . 9 ** 

12 

8 

39 . *99 

7 

6 

124,624 

*9 

6 

68,087 

XI 

9 

3.379 

11 

4 

76,246 

12 

0 

1.719 

9 

3 

3 6 . 6 S* 

8 

9 

150,512 

5 

$ 

6,706 

8 

5 

5 . 73 ° 

*9 

4 

145,619 

0 

2 

*°>453 

*9 

2 

48,000 

5 

2 

589,803 

*4 

5 

35 . 94 * 

5 

7 

11,406,841 

3 

8 


3 » 3 S 6 » 4 ** *8 8 


to Christmas 1773. 

Exports. 
£. 662,112 7 u 

43,889 10 1 
161,399 4 10 

68,571 19 8 
845,707 16 6 
1,006,601 6 7 

285,776 4 o 

*. 337 . 55 * •* *0 
28 xo 4. 
1,873,860 14 S 
1,918,802 18 10 
18,336 4 4 
848,729 o 1 
13,118 14 7 

522.379 10 1 
196,219 1 3 

839,072 7 6 

63,098 6 9 
36,308 o o 
118,475 6 o 
98,171 4 6 

1,891 15 7 
39,223 o 9 
ao,6C 5 1 o 

• 93 . 3*3 * 3 

148,817 9 3 

10,051 18 9 
316,867 19 6 

344,859 9 1 

984 6 4 

43.679 ** 7 
51,502 7 2 

62,932 19 8 

102,761 1 6 

6,467 9 9 

683,451 8 10 

14,974 6 T 
9.181 14 8 
517,055 15 10 

77 . 74 + > 4 

2,132 16 4 
289,214 19 7 

27,032 18 4 
4*6,448 17 3 

62,607 19 10 
1,248 3 6 


* 7 * >4 
38.444 4 
30,049 2 
26,927 3 

328,904 15 
15,114 18 


3 

5 

o 

3 

8 

u 


*4.763.* 53 * 4 
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1773 ^ ie calculations of the Abbe D’Expilly, publifhcd about this time in Paris, and prefent- 
ed by the author in perfon to the French King, ir appears, that from the year 1691 to 1700, 
inclufive, France contained 35,127 parifhes, in which, within the above period, by an exafk 
and complete abBraft, taken from the public regifters, there were 7,679,083 births; 1,807,891 
marriages, and 6,784,724 deaths. From 175410 1763, inclufively, being a like period of 
nine years, and in the fame 35,127 parities, there were 8,532,110 births; 1,893,472 marriages, 
and 6,564,694 deaths : and from 1754 to 1763, in the 42,105 pariBies contained in the king¬ 
dom of France, in which-tliofe of Lorraine and Bar are comprized, 8,661,381 births -, 4,663,822 
being boys, and 3,997,560 girls1,922,163 marriages, and 6,664,161 deaths, 3,460,241 
being men and boys, and 5,203,920 women and girls. 

The number of chriBenings and burials within the bills of mortality in Load**, &c. from 
December 15, 1772, to Decembet 14, 1773, is as follows: 

Chriftencd, males 8,549 Buried, males 10,839 

-females 8,256 -females 10,817 

16,805 21 ,656 


At Pans, there were in this year,—births 18,847 ; deaths 18,518; marriages 4.810; found¬ 
lings received in the hofpital 5,989. • 

At Newcafilcand Gatefhead, births 767 ; deaths 596. 

174 His Majefty’s fpeech from tire throne, on January 13, contained nothing very remark¬ 
able : its chief objeft was to recommend a particular attention to the Bate of the gold coin, 
which had fuffered a very alarming degree of diminution, and to continue the endeavours of 
the laft fetfion towards reBoring it to its natural Bate of value and credit. America was not 
even mentioned. But no fooner did advice arrive of the outrages committed on board the tea 
Blips at BoBon, than both Houfcs received a mcHage from the King, in which they were in¬ 
formed, that in confcquctice of the unwarrantable pradticcs carried on in North America, and 
particularly of the violent proceedings at the town and port of BqBon, with a view of obflrudl- 
ing the commerce of this kingdom, and upon grounds and pretences immediately fubverfivc 
of its conBitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole matter before Parliament, in full con¬ 
fidence that they would not only enable the crown to take fuch mcafures as might be moft 
likely to put a Bop to tliofe diforders, but would alfo take into their moB ferious confideratioti, 
what further regulations and permanent provifions might be necefTary to be eBablifhed, for 
better fecuring the laws, and the jufl dependence of the colonies upon the Crown and Pailia- 
ment of Great Britain. 

This mefiage was accompanied with a great number of authentic papers to juflify the pro¬ 
priety of it, which corttaincd all the necefiary information relative to the late tranl'aftions in 
Maflachufct, and in other parts of America; and a bill was brought into Parliament, which, 
after confiderablc debates in both Houfes, received the royal afient, “ for removing the officers 
concerned in the collcfl ion of the cuBoms from jthc town of BoBon in the province of Mafla- 
chufet’s Bay in North America, and to difeontinue the landing and discharging, lading and 
fhipping of goods, wares and merchandize, at the laid town of BoBon or within the harbour 
thereof.” 

This bill, called the BoBon Port Bill, was pafled into a law on the following principles— 
“ That the oppofition to the authority of Parliament had always originated in the colony of 

Y 2 Maflachufct, 
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i;;4 Maflacfiufet, ami that the colony itfelf had ever been inftigated to fuch conduft by the feditiom 
proceedings of the town of Bofton. That it, therefore, became Decenary to begin with that 
town, which, by a late unparalleled outrage, had led the way to the ddlrudlion of commerce 
in all parts of America: that if a fevere and exemplary punifhment was not inflicted on this 
heinous aft. Great Britain would be wanting in the proteftion fire owed to her moft peaceable 
and meritorious fubjefts -, and that had fuch an infult been offered to Dritifh property in a 
foreign port, the nation would have been called ‘upon to demand fatisfaftion for it.” 

The reflraining claufcs of this aft are, however, accompanied with one of a conciliating 
nature, as follows; "* 

“ That whenever it fhall be made to appear to his Majefty, he. that the trade of Great 
Britain may be fafely carried on in the town of Bofton, and his Majefty’s cuftoms duly col- 
lefted, it fhall be lawful for his Majefty, by proclamation or order of council, to affign and 
appoint the extent, bounds and limits of the port or harbour of Bofton, Ac. and alfo to ap¬ 
point fuch places, wharfs, At. within the harbour, Ac. for the landing and Hupping of goods, 
as his Majefty fhall judge neceffary, and to appoint fuch officers of the cuftoms as his Majefty 
fhall think fit; after which it fhall be lawful for any perfon to lade or to difeharge and land 
upon fuch wharfs, Ac. fo appointed. 

“ Provided alfo, that nothing contained in this aft, fhall extend to enable his Majefty to 
appoint fuch port, wharfs, &c. at JSofton, until fuflicient fatisfaftion fhall have been made 
by, or on behalf of the town of Bofton, to the Eaft India Company, for the damage fuftained 
by the deftruftion of their goods fent to Bofton, Ac. and until reafonable fatisfaftion fha'l 
have been made to the officers of the revenue and others, who fuffcied by the riots in the months 
of November and December, in the year 1773, and in the month of January, in 1774.” 

But the Bofton Port Bill formed only one part of the coercive plan propofed by the Miniftry 
as the effeftual method of bringing her back to aftate of obedience. It was foon followed by 
a bill “ for the better regulating Government in the province of Maffaciiufet’s Bay.” Th c 
purpofe of which was, to alter the conftitution of that province as it flood upon thc charter of 
King William; to take the whole executive power our of the hands of the democratic part, 
and to veil thc nomination of counfellors, judges, magiftrates, Ac. in the crown and in 
fome cafes- in the King’s governor, and all to be removeable at the plcafure of thc crown.' 

The grounds alleged for bringing in this bill were as follows : 

That the province of Maffachufet’s Bay not only promoted diftraftions within itfelf, but fit 

an ill example to all the colonies;—that an executive power was wanting;_that the Polls 

Comitatus, of which thc civil power confifts, were the very people who committed the riots 
that there was a total defeft in the conftitutional power throughout;—and that it, therefore, 
became abfolutely neceffary to change thc whole frame of tire Maflachufet’s government, as far 
as related to the executive and judicial powers. 

This bill produced very long and animated debates, but was paffed in both Houles by very 
great majorities. 

The difpofition fo prevalent in both Houfes of Parliament to ftrong mcafures, and the ge¬ 
neral opinion of the people co-operating with them, encouraged the Miniftry to proceed in 
their plan of reducing America to obedience; and another bill was foon after propofed, “ For 
the impartial adminiftration of jufike in the cafes of perfons queftioned for any afts done by 
them in the execution of the laws, or for the fuppreffion of riots and tumults in the province 
of Mafiachufct’s Bay in New England,” 


This 
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*774 This bill provided, that in cafe any perfon was indifted in that province for murder, or 
any other capital offence, and that it fhouid appear to the governor, that the /aft was com¬ 
mitted in the exercifc or aid of magiftracy, in fuppreffing tumults and riots, and that a fair 
trial could not be had in the province, he fhould fend the perfon fo indited, &c. to any co¬ 
lony,, or to Great Britain, to be tried.—This aft was made to continue for four years. 

It was urged that this bill was neceflary to give efficacy to the two former—That it was in 
vain to appoint a magiftracy that would aft, if none could be found who would dare to exe¬ 
cute their orders : that tliefc orders would mpft probably be refilled by force, which would 
call forth an exertion of force to execute the laws: that, in this cafe, blood would probably be 
l'pilled j and that it would be dangerous in any one to rilk the event, though in the execution 
of the tnoft evident duty, if the rioters themfclves, or their abettors, were to be his judges.— 
This mode of proceeding was alfo jitftiried by examples. 

This bill being carried with the fame fuperior ftrengtli that had marked the fuccefs of the 
two preceding ones, the miniflry were encouraged to propofe a fourth, at the cJofe of the 
feftion, for making more cffeftual provifion for the government of the province of Quebec, in 
North America. 

By this bill, the limits of that province were extended much further than they ftood at the 
time of the laft genera! peace. The affairs of the province were fubmitted to the direftion of 
a council, in which the King’s Roman Catholic fybjefts in Canada were to be admitted : the 
members of this council were to be appointed by the crown, and removable at its option ; it 
was to be invefted with the powers of legifiation, and to excrcife all the funftions annexed to 
fuch powers, excepting that of impeding taxes. The French laws were eftablilhed, in civil 
caufes, without a jury ; and the Englifh laws, with a trial by jury, only in criminal matters. 
The Roman Catholic fecular clergy were fccured in their poffeflions, and in the receipt of their 
ul'ual tythes from people of their own communion. 

This bill, though oppofed with great fpirit and ability, in both Houfes, was equally fuccefs- 
ful with thole that preceded it; but as it feemed, or was eafily ftrained to wear the appearance 
of containing principles hoftUe to liberty and the Proteftant religion, it produced no fmall 
portion of public fufpicion and difapprobation. 

But while the Parliament of Great Britain was letting loofe the fpirit of coercion on the 
refraftory colonics, they were not idle in preparing to deprecate or refill it. 

The llrft general congrefs was held at Philadelphia, on the 5th of September, in this year; 
when fifty-one delegates were prefent, viz. for New Hamplhire, two; Maffachufet’s Bay, 
four; Rhode Ifland, two ; Connefticut, three; New York, feven ; New Jerfcy, four; Penn- 
fvlvania, feven; Newcaftle, &c. counties, three; Maryland, four; Virginia, feven; North 
Carolina, three; South Carolina, five. 

Among other refolutions, the following was agreed to at this convention, viz. 

Not to import or confume any Britifh goods, wares, or merchandize, after December I;— 
nor export any of the produce of the faid colonies to Great Britain after the September fol¬ 
lowing. 

A petition to the King for redrefs of grievances was figned by the delegates from twelve 
colonies at Philadelphia. 

The Houfe of Commons, this feffion, went into a committee to confider of the prefent 
ftate of the linen manufafture ; when it appeared tram witneflis examined at the bar of the 
Houfe, that the linen manufafture of Scotland had decreafed between two and three millions 
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of yards in the courfe of laft year; that the value of what was ftampcd daring the fame period, 
was fhort of the preceding year 226,000k; that the average price of the cloth fold in the year 
1769, was tad. 3-j2ths the yard; and, in the year 1773, hut 9d< 5>24ths; that four whole 
counties, GJafgow and Paifley included, out of 6,000 looms, had 2,500 unemployed; that 
the proportion of thole that were in general idle, was at leaft one-third ; that out of a certain 
diftrift in the county of Sutherland, 600 out of^i.Soo fpirmers had emigrated, and fo in pro¬ 
portion in feveral other places therein fpCcified ; that fome of the linens of 1771 were flili on 
hand unfold ; and, on the whole, that there were not, in the beginning of the prefent year, 
much more than half the weavers employed throughout the kingdom of Scotland and north of 
England. 

In the adjourned committee of enquiry, Mr. Paine, governor of the Bank, underwent a 
long examination ; and it appeared, from his teftiroony, that the imports of foreign linens, 
for four feries of five years, commencing in 1752, and ending in 1771, were 31, 24, 27, and 
26,000,000 yards per annum ; that in 1772, it was 27,000,000; but, in 1773, had fallen to 
17,000,coo ; which fell fhort of the loweft import, being’that of 1762, at the conclufion of 
the late war :—That the value of the exports from Great Britain to Holland and Germany, 
from 1758 to 1763, amounted to 28,000,000!,-, that from 176010 1766, they had fallen, on an 
average, to 4,000,000!. and a fra ft ion each year; but that from the latter period to 1771, they 
had flili further decrcafed one-fourth v or to 3,000,000!. and a fraftion annually ; that the 
drawback on exportation had varied from 1752 to 1771, from 44,000!. to 76,000!. and in the 
number of yards exported, from 7 to 10,000,000 : that during the above period, the bounties 
paid on Britifh and Irifh linens exported, were from i8,oool. to 63,000!.; and, on an average 
of the three years preceding 1773, 6i,oool. per annum : that the duties payable on the impor¬ 
tation of foreign linens for twenty years pall, was 173,000!. per annum; that the home 
confumption of foreign linens was about 18,000,000 of yards yearly ; and that the whole of 
the foreign linen import did not exceed 700,0001. and a fraftion, exclulive of what was im¬ 
ported from Raffia, which was generally 4,000,000 yards per annum. 

It appears by the export entries at the cuftom-houfe, at Dublin, that the linen trade alone 
had decrcafed 5,000,000 of yards, of the invoice value of 350,000!. in the year 1772 ; and by 
the exports from March 1772, to March 1773, they further decrcafed one-third, which 
brought them under 900,000!; fo that the exports of linen and yarn, taken together, fell fhort 
of i,ioo,oool. which was little more than half of their amount in 1771. 

The quantity of woollen drapery imported into Dublin in this year was as follows . 

7 \tre?\ r. 

FromChefler, 129,918 

- Briflol, 51,756 

Total, 181,674 

The quantity of muflins imported in the fame period, amounted to 65,951 yards. 

The net duties received at the cuftom-houfe of Dublin, for goods imported and exported 
there, from the 3d of January, 1774, to the 3d of January, 1775, both days inclufivc, amounted 
to 360,260k ; of which 352,309k was on goods imported, and 7,951k on goods exported. 

The duty on hops, for this year, amounted to 138,800k and upwards. 

Theexcifeonbeerandale, from January 1774, to January 1775, amounted to 1,385,420k 1 os. 
—The whole revenue of the excife amounted to 3,487,129k 12s. 6d. 


It 
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774 It appeared front the excife books, that the coach-tax, from 1772, to Midfummer, in this 
year, produced upwards of 42,0001. and was daily increafing. 

The following refolution was reported to the Houfe of Commons, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed to confider of the date of the gold coin “ That there be made, under the dircftion 
of the officers of his Majefty’s mint, one weight of a guinea, and one weight of a (hilling ; and 
alfo other weights, being parts and multiples of the faid guinea weight and (hilling weight, 
according to the eftabliflied lhmdard of this realm ; which feveral weights, after they have 
been afcertained by the report of the faid officers, and approved by his Majefly in council, 
(hall be the ftandard weights for regulating and afcertaining all weights to be made ufe of for 
weighing the gold and filver coin of this realm, and (hall be lodged in the cuftody of an officer 
to be appointed for that purpofe, with a falary to be paid out of the coinage duthsfr; and any 
weights which (hall from thenceforth be made ufe of for weighing the gold and (ilver coin of 
this realm, (hall not be reputed and taken to be true and perfeft, unlefs they have been com¬ 
pared with the faid ftandard weights ; and, in teftimony thereof, marked by the officer to 
whom the cuftody of the faid ftandard weights (hall be entrufted. 

An aft was founded on this refolution; and, fome time in the month of Oftober, the mint 
officers prefented, for the approbation of his Majefty in council, four boxes of very accurate 
weights, as ftandards for weighing the coin of thefe kingdoms ; two feries of which, one for 
gold, and the other for filver, were to be preferved in the mint, as originals ; the others, as 
duplicates or copies of the fame, were delivered to the' proper officer appointed for comparing 
and marking all fuch weights for common ufe , and from the laft day of December foilowiug j 
no money weights were to be deemed legal but fuch as were damped by the faid officer, ac¬ 
cording to the above-mentioned aft of Parliament. 

It appeared, at this time, that the deficient gold money paid into rhe Rank, together with 
the light money at the above place, amounted to 3,418,(5601. 

A proclamation was iflued on the 15th of Oftober, forbidding the exportation of gun¬ 
powder, arms, or ammunition, from any part of Great Britain, for fix months, and even 
prohibiting the carrying of any coaftwife, without firft obtaining a fpccial licence for fo doing 
from the King or liis privy council.—From this prohibition, however, the mafter-general of 
the ordnance was excepted. 

By a very exaft calculation it was made evident, that 94,000 head of black cattle, and up¬ 
wards of 800,000 fiicep and lambs were fold at Smithfield market during this year. 

In the courfc of this year 4,106 (liips cleared from Newcaftle ; of which 3,720 were coafters, 
and 386 for foreign parts. 

The number of vcdels which paded the Sound in 1774, was as follows :— 


Danilh, 

Ships. 

892 

Roftockers, 

Ships 

59 

Dutch, 

2.447 

Hamburghcrs, 

40 

Englifh, 

2 > 3 g S 

Spanifh, 

18 

Swedifli, 

1,227 

Portuguefe, 

2 

French, 

39 

Lubeckers, 

47 

Bremeners, 

186 

Oftenders, 

14 

Pruffians, . 

284 

Embdcners, 

207 

Ruffians, 

3 6 

Oidenburghers, 

3 

Dantzkkcrs, 

194 

Courlanders, 

4 

Amounting, in 

the whole, to 8,084 veiTcls. 
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*774 The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal affent during the 
courfc of this year. 

For allowing tke exportation of com and grain to his Majefty’s fugar colonics in America, 
and to regulate the importation and exportation of wheat, meal, malt, &c. to Guernfey, 
Jerfey, Alderney, and Sark. 

For reducing the duties pavable upon the exportation of gum Senegal. 

For allowing the free importation of falted provifions from Ireland. 

For allowing the exportation of bifeuit and peas to Newfoundland. 

For the immediate removal of the officers of the cuftoms from Bolton in Mafiachufet’s Bay. 
For improving and preferring certain fen lands in the ill^nd of Ely, See. 

Fowputting into execution certain propofals of the Dukes of Buccleugh and Queenlbury, 
for redeeming certain annuities granted by the proprietors of the Bank of Ayrc, See. 

To continue an aft for eltablilhing fcertain free ports in Jamaica. 

For better regulating infurances upon lives, and for prohibiting all fuch infurances, except 
in cafes, where the perfons infuring fhall have any intereft in the life or death of the perfons 
infured. 

To amend an a & for the more cffe&ually preventing frauds and abufes by perfons employed 
in the manufacture of hats, woollen, linen, and cotton manufactures. 

To regulate the prices of corn imparted and exported. 

For continuing an a& for allowing the exportation of rice from Carolina and Georgia to 
the South of Cape Finifterre. 

To prevent the exportation of utcnlils employed in the cotton manufafture. 

For improving, &c. the navigation of the river Calders. 

For improving, &c. the navigation of the river Thames. 

For regulating and afrerfaining the weights t*> be made ufe of in weighing the gold and 
filver coin. 

For fupplying the lum granted for the re-coinage of the gold coin. 

For a free importation of Indian corn, for a limited time. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1774 : JT, s. d. 

For 20,000 feamcn, including 4,354 marines, — 1,040,000 o o 

For 18,024 land forces, including 1,522 invalids — 638,630 16 10 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the Plantations, fire. 375,062 13 4^ 

For defraying the difference of pay between the Britilh and Irifh efta- 
blifhments of five battalions of foot, &c. — — 4,627 o 3 

For the pay of general and ftaff-officers, — — 11,473 6; 

On account of the out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpita!, —• 122,731 5 o 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines, 107,525 19 2 

For allowances to the feveral officers and private gentlemen of the 
two reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — 1,010 2 1 

For penfions to widows of certain reduced officers, — 628 o 0 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, 244,699 17 5 

For the fervices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 
in 1773, — — — *6,425.0 2 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 444,188 4 3 

Carried over, £. 3,017,00a 17 °r 
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Brought over. 

For building and repairs of fhips of war, &c. 

On account of new foads and bridges in North Britain, 

To the Britith Mufeum, — _ _ 

On account of general furvevs m Ncvrth America, _ 

On account of the civil eflablifhmcnt of Senegambia, _ 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — _ _ 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — __ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, —. — — _ 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — _ 

For paying oft'certain Exchequer bills, &c. — 

Towards tire expcnce which fhall be incurred, in calling in and re¬ 
coining the deficient gold coin, &c. — —* 

Towards extraordinaries of the army, See. —- —' 

To David Hartley, Efc. towards enabling him to defray the charge of 
experiments, to afeertain the utility of his difeovery of a method to fecure 
buildings and fhips from fire, — — -— 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good tu tain deficiencies, — — — 

For repairing, maintaining, &c. the Britifh forts and fettlemcnts on 

the coaft of Africa, - —— - 

To make good to his Majcfty the like fum, iffued in purfuance of the 
addreffes of the Honfe of Commons, — — 

Towards difebarging a certain capital ftock of 3 per cent, annuities. 
Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — — 

Total of Supplies, 

Ways and Means for this year :— 

By certain furplufies, 8cc. — —• 

Malt-tax, — — —* — 

The land-tax, (at 3s.) — — —* 

By certain furplufies, — —- *■— 

By Exchequer bills, — — — 

From the finking fund, — — *— 

From certain monies paid into the Exchequer, — 

Overplus of grants for the year 1773, —- — 

Balance of the two l'cvenths of excife — — 

Surplus of certain duties, — — 

Balance from the Deputy Treafurer of Chelfea Hofpital, See. 

From the counties which have not raifed the militia, — 


c 

j. 

d. 

3,017,002 

17 

c*s 

420,729 

0 

0 

6,998 

18 

7 

2,000 

0 

0 

2,085 

4 

0 

6,336 

0 

9 i 

4.346 

10 

5 

3,086 

0 

0 

4.950 

0 

0 

4,8$o 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

250,000 

0 

0 

OO 

0 ° 

O 

O 

J 9 

Si 

2,500 

a 

0 

43.645 

12 

8 

13,000 

0 

0 

10,100 

0 

0 

880,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

6,159,661 

0 

n| 

& 


d. 

113,190 : 

11 

7 t 

750,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

619,303 

7 

Si 

1,250,000 

0 

0 

2,080,696 

12 

»{• 

15,000 

0 

0 

126,981 

7 

5 


23.637 I* 

20,237 5 
16,500 o 
30,561 9 


IO|.- 

3 

4 
3 


Total of ways and means, 
Supply granted, 

Excefs of provifions, 

Z 


6,546,108 s 
6,159,661 2 


£. 386,447 2 
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A. n. _ 

1774 A duty of 3d. per yard was tins year ordered to be levied on all printed, painted, ftained* 

and dyed ftuffs, wholly made of raw cotton wool, and manufactured in Great Britain. 

The following additional duties on fpirits, &e. which (hould be imported into thc province 
of Quebec, were likewife voted in order to be applied towards /Staking a more certain and ade¬ 
quate provifion for the charge of the adminiftration of juft ice, and the fupport of civil govern¬ 
ment in that province: » 

May 31.—A duty of 3d. fterling per gallon upon all brandy, or other fpirits of the manufac¬ 
ture of Great Britain: 6d. fterling per gallon on all rum, or other fpirits from any of his 
Majefty’s fugar colonies in the Weft Indies; and is. fterling per gallon on all rum, or other 
fpirits, from any other of his Majefty’s colonies in America: is. fterling per gallon on all 
foreign, brandy, or other fpirits, of foreign manufacture, imported from Great Britain: is. 
fterling per gallon on all rum, or other fpirits, of fhc produce or manufacture of any of the 
colonics in America, not in the poffefEon or under the dominion of his Majefty, brought 
from any place except Great Britain : 3d. fterling per gallon on all melafies and fyrups, which 
Should be brought m fhips or veffels belonging to his Majefty’s fubjc£ts in Great Britain or 
Ireland, or to his Majefty’s fubjc&s in the faid province; and 6d. fterling per gallon on the 
fame articles, brought in any other veflels in which the fame may be legally imported. 

The faid duties to be levied and paid, over and above all other duties now payable by the 
faid province of Quebec, by virtue of any former a£ts of Parliament. 

A duty of il. 16s. fterling, was alfo voted to be paid for every licence which HiouId he 
granted, by the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief, of the faid province, 
to any perfon or perfons, for keeping a houfe of public entertainment, or for felling or retail¬ 
ing wine, brandy, rum, or any other liquors, within the faid province. 

Extra# from the general bill of ebriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in 
London, from December 14, 1773, to December 14, 1774. 

Chriftened, Males, 8,711 Buried, Males, 10,366 

Females, 8,287 Females, 10,518 

16,998 20,884 


At Liverpool,—births, 1,192; deaths, 1,129 ; marriages, 506. 

In the city of Norwich,—births, 1,090; deaths, 1,055. 

An eftimate made at this time by the Congrcfs of America* of the number of fouls in the 

M _*. • 


following provinces : 

In Maflachufet, — _ 

New Hampfhire, — 

Rhode Iftand, — _ 

Connecticut, — * — 

New York, — — 

Newjerfey, — — 

Pennfylvama, including the lower counties, 
Maryland, — — 

Virginia, — » 

North Carolina, — — 

South Carolina, — — 


Total, 


People. 
400,000 
150,000 
59,678 
192,000 
250,000 
130,000 
350,000 
320,000 
650,000 
300,000 
225,000 

3,026,678 


The 
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'IS The laws which had been palled relative to the colony of Maffachufct’s Bay., and which 
weic intended to opeiate both as a chaftrfcment for pad and a preventative of Altai ■e milile- 
incanors in that province, were unfortunately productive of effedts very different from thofe 
which the fanguiite promoters of thofe hills had hoped, and which adminiftration had held 
our to the nation. The caufe of Codon was, indeed, now become the caufe of America. 

On the 30th of September in the lad year, a proclamation war unexpectedly iiilud for t’ue 
difl'olution of the Parliament, and on the 30th of November following, the new Parliament 
. affembleJ, The fptcch from the throne dated, “ that a mod daring fpirit of refinance and 
difobedicnce to the Jaw, (till unhappily prevailed and increafed in the province of M.uTachufct’s 
Bay, and that thofe proceedings had been countenanced and encouraged in others of the colo¬ 
nies, and unwarrantable attempts made to obftruft the commerce of the kingdom ky unlawful 
combinations; that fuch meal u res lia’d been taken, and fuch orders given, as were judged to 
be mod effectual for carrying into execution the laws which had been palled in tire lad felfion 
of the late Parliament, for the proteftion and fecurity of commerce, and for reftoring and pre- 
ferving peace, order, and good government in the province of Maffachufet’s Bay; that Par¬ 
liament might depend upon a fuin and dedfaft refolution to withdand every attempt to weaken 
or impair the lupreme authority of the British Legidature, over all the dominions of the crown, 
the maintenance of which was confidered as effential to the dignity, fafety, and welfare of the 
Britifli empire ; his Majefly being affured of receiving the affidance and Support of Parliament, 
while a&ingupon thefe principles.” Such was the fubdance of the royal fpcech, and aiJrdlcs 
in conformity to it, were voted in both Houfes, by very great-majorities. 

On the meeting of Parliament, January 20, Lord Chatham, in the Houfc of Lords, moved 
an addrefs to his Majedy, “ for recalling the troops from Bodon,” which was rejected by a 
majority of 68 againd 18. 

January 23.—The merchants of London prefented a petition to the Houfe of Commons, cm 
the fituation of affairs in America. Petitions of a fimilar nature were prcicnted from Biidol, 
Glafgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Birmingham, See. 

February X.—The Earl of Chatham offered to the Houle of Lords a bill, the intent of which 
was to fettle the troubles of America. The contents of this famous bill were, a fpecific ac¬ 
knowledgment of the fupremacy of the legiflature, and the fuperintending power of the Britifh 
Parliament. It declared, that no taxes or charges fhould be levied in America, but widr the 
free confent of their affemblics. It afferted a right in the crown to keep and ftation a military 
force edabliflied by law, in any part of its dominions ; but declared, that it could not be law¬ 
fully employed to enforce implicit and illegal fubmiffion. It authorifed the holding of a con- 
grefs, in order to recognize the fupremc fovereignty of Great Britain over the colonics, and to 
fettle at the fame time an annual revenue upon the crown, difpofable by Parliament, and appli¬ 
cable to the exigencies ol the nation. On complying with thefe conditions, the a«£fs complain¬ 
ed of by Congrefs were to be fufpended, with every other mcafure pointed out as a grievance ; 
and the conftitution of their governments to remain as fettled by their charters. This bill, 
however, notwithftanding the importance of its objeft, and the illullrious charaftcr of the 
noble lord who framed it, was rejefted without referee, and not permitted even to lie upon 
the table. 

February z.—A petition was prefented to the Houfe of Commons horn the planters of the 
Sugar Colonies, refiding in Great Britain, and the merchants of London trading to thofe 
colonics. 

Z 2 
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In t’ a : s petition they fet forth their great alarm at the allocution entered into by the conti¬ 
nental congrcfs, in confequencc of which all trade between .North America and the Weft 
Indies was to ceafe at a certain day, unleis the a&s of Parliament therein fpecified were repeal¬ 
ed by that time. They ftated, that the Bntilh property in the Weft India hlands, amounted 
to upwards of thirty millions fterling,—that a further property of many millions was employ¬ 
ed in the commerce created by the faid iilands ; a commerce comprehending Africa, the haft 
Indies and Europe; and that the whole profits and produce of thole capitals ultimately center¬ 
ed in Great Britain, and added to the national wealth; while the navigation neceffary to all its 
•branches, eftabliflied a ftrength which wealth could neither pnrebafu nor balance. 

They Ihewed, that the fugar plantations in the Weft Indies are fubjeft to a greater variety 
of contingencies than many other fpecies of property, from their necclfaiy dependence on ex¬ 
ternal fupjtort; that, therefore, fhould any interruption happen in the general Jyfteni ol'their 
commerce, the gieat national ftock, thus veiled and employed, muft become precarious and 
unprofitable; that the profits a riling from the then exifting llate of thole iflands, and that 
might be likely to arife from their future improvement, m a great mcafure depend on a tree 
and reciprocal intercourfe between them and the feveral provinces of North America, front 
whence they are futniflied with proviltons and other fupplics, abfolutely ncceflaiy for their 
fupport and the maintenance of their plantations. 

They then proceeded to prove, tha\ they could not be fupplied from any other market, and 
in any degree proportionable to their wants, with thofe articles of indifpenfablc neceflitv, 
which they then derived from the middle colonies of North America ; and that if the agree¬ 
ment and alTociation of the congrefs took full effeft, the iflands would be reduced to the 
greateft diftrefs. 

Frbtuary 6.—The Minifter opened his defigrts with refpeft to America; the mcafures now 
propofed to the Houfe were, to fend a greater force to America, and to pal's a temporary aft, 
fufpending all the foreign trade of the different colonics of New England, and particularly the 
New England fifhery, until they confcnted to acknowledge the fupreme authority of the Britilh 
Legifiature, pay obedience to the laws of this realm, and make a due fubmifliou to the King; 
on doing which, theie reftriftions lhould be taken off, and their real grievances, on making 
proper application lhould be redrafted. 

The addrefs voted in confcquence of the minifterial motion, fully coincided with all the 
views he had unfolded, and it concluded with a declaration, “ that it is the fixed refolution of 
his faithful Commons, at the hazard of their lives and properties, to Hand by his Majefty, 
againll all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of his juft rights and thofe of the two 
Houles of Parliament. 

On the very next day a conference was held between the two Houfes, wherein they both 
agreed to unite in the addrefs; which, being carried to the Throne, was anfwered by an af- 
furance of taking due meafures to enforce the requifitions of it, and was accompanied with a 
meffage from the King, requefting the Commons to take the moft fpeedy and cffcftual means 
of carrying into execution the meafures they had lo ftrongly recommended. 

February 20.—Lord North moved the following refolution, which was carried by a great 
majority, “ That when the Governor, Council, Affembly, or General Court of his Majefty s 
provinces or colonies, lhall propofe to make provifion, according to their refpeftive conditions, 
circumftances and fituations, for contributing their proportion to the common defence, fuch 
proportion to be raifed under the authority of the General Court, or General Affembly of fuch 

province. 
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'IS province «» colony, and difpofableby Parliament; and (hall engage to make provifion alfo for 
the fupport of the civil government, and the admi migration of juft ice in 'luch province or 
colony, it Will be proper, if fuch propofal lliould be approved by his Majcfty in Parliament, 
and for fo long as fuch provifion lliould be made accordingly, to forbear in refpeft of fuclt 
province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or alTeffment, except onlv l'ucli duties as it may 
be expedient to impofc for the regulation of commerce; the net produce of the duties lall 
mentioned, to be carried to tlxe account of fuch province, colony, or plantation refpeftively.” 

February to.—A motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, to bring in a bill to rdlrain 
the trade and commerce of the provinces of MalTachufet’s Bay and'New Hampfhire; the colo¬ 
nies of Connecticut and Rhode Wand, and Providence Plantation in North America, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Brjtifh Jflands in the Weft Indies; and to prohibit fuch pro¬ 
vinces and colonies from carrying on any lilhery on the banks of Newfoundland, or other 
places therein to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a limited time. 

The reafons offered in fupport of this hill were, that as the Americans had entered into 
agreements not to trade with this kingdom, it was but juft that they fhould not be fuffered to 
trade with any other nation ; that their charter reftrifted them to the aft of navigation, and 
that the feveral relaxations of that law were fo many afts of grace and favour, which from 
their difobedicnce they no longer merited to enjo^ ; and that as the filhcrics on the hanks of 
Newfoundland, as well as ail the others in North America, were the undoubted right of Great 
Britain, it was but juft that a rebellious people lliould be deprived of the advantages rcfulting 
from them. 

The oppofition againft this bill was greatly ftrengthened by a petition from the merchants 
and traders of London who were intcrefted in the American commerce, and were permitted to 
be heard by their counl’e! againft tlic bill, at the bar of the Houle. 

In the couric of the evidence it appeared, that fo far back as the year 1764, the four pro¬ 
vinces of New England employed, in tlieir feveral filhcrics, no Iefs than 45,880 ton of Ihip- 
ping, and 6,00a mariners; and that the produce of their fifheries in the foreign markets for 
that year, amounted, in ftcrling money, to the fum of 32,5,220!. 16s. It alfo appeared, that 
the filhcrics had incrcafed very much fincc that time ; that the New England fifit were much 
better than thole taken by Ihips fitted out from Great Britain ; that all the materials uled in 
the filhcries, except fait, and the timber of which the vellels were built, were taken from this 
country, and that the net proceeds of the fiih were remitted here. 

It was alfo given in evidence, that neither the whale nor the cod fifiieries could be carried 
on to any degree of equal extent and advantage, either from Newfoundland or Great Britain, 
as from North America ; that there were many local circumltances and fome natural advan¬ 
tages in favour of the latter, which could neither be counterafted or fupplied; that with refpeft: 
to transferring the filhcries to Nova Scotia or Quebec, were government even to furnilli them 
with a capital, they had neither vellels nor men ; nor could they procure them from any other 
place than New England ; that, in any cafe, the prohibiting one filhery, and the creation of 
another, may take up a large portion of time, and that, in the interval, the trade would be 
inevitably loft ; and that the people belonging to the American filheries had luch an abhorrence 
of the military government eftablilhed at Halifax, and fo invincible an aversion to the loofe 
habits and manners of the people, that nothing could induce them to remove thither, even 
fuppofing them reduced to the neccflity of emigration. It alfo appeared, that there was near a 
million of money owing from New England to London. 

3 TV* 
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xyjij The evidence a\fo ftated to the Honfe, that the calamities proceeding from this ViU would 
fedi, m a vtrj pitucnlax manner, upon thofe who, from the nature of their occupations, muft 
he innocent -, for as the people belonging to the fiftierics pals the greateft part of the year at 
fca, they could have no lhare in the criminal conduft which was imputed to others ; that the 
cafe of the inhabitants of Nantucket was peculiarly hard : that this extraordinary people, a- 
mounting to between five and fix tboufand in number, nine-tenths of whom are quakers, in¬ 
habited a barren illand fifteen miles long and three broad; the produce of which, was fcarccly 
equal to the maintenance of twenty families: that from the only harbour which this illand 
poffcfles, the inhabitants, by an allonifhing exertion of induftry, conftantly employ 140 vef- 
fels, of which eight are continually engaged in the importation of provifions, and the reft in 
the while fiftiery; which, with an invincible perfeverance, they have extended from the frozen 
regions of flic Pole, to thccoafts of Africa, to the brazils, and even as far fouth as the Falk¬ 
land Iflands; fome of their filhing voyages continuing for fo long a fpace as twelve months. 
The particular cafe of thefe people was fo remarkable, that a motion proceeded from adminif- 
tration to afford them relief. 

At the fame time, a petition was prefented by .the merchants, traders, &c. of Poole, in 
DoifetlhiTe, in direfit oppofition, though not perhaps with equal authority, to that of 
London. 

This petition ftated, that the reftfaints laid upon the colonies would not, by any means, 
be injurious to Britilh commerce ; that the foreign markets might be amply fupjxlied by ex¬ 
tending the Newfoundland fiftiery from England ; that the faid fifhery already exceeded half a 
million annually, all which centered in this kingdom, whereas the profits of the colony filh- 
eries went elfewhere; that the fifhery from the mother-country is a never failing nurfery of 
fcainen for the navy, while the American featnen were not compellable to ferve their country 
in time of war. It concluded with foliciting fuch encouragement to the Britilh fifhery to 
Newfoundland, as Parliament fhould think beft adapted to the enlargement of it. In fhort, 
it appeared, that about 400 fhips of 36,000 tons burthen, 2,000 filhing fhaliops of 20,000 tons 
burthen, and 2.0,000 mariners, &c. were employed in the Britilh Newfoundland filhery; that 
above 600,coo quintals of fifh were annually taken, which, upon an average of feven years, 
were worth 14s. per quintal; and, with the other amounts, confifting of falmon, cod-oil, 
feal, and furs, exceeded half a million yearly; and that of the 20,000-men from Great Britain 
and Ireland employed in that fifhery, 8,oco necefTarily continued in Newfoundland all the 
winter. 

In every flage of this bufmefs the violence of debate rekindled; the fame fpirit of oppofition 
, met it in the Houfc of Lords, where it was fo enlarged as to include in its reftriftions the pro¬ 
vinces of New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia and Carolina. But this amendment* 
did not meet with the concurrence of the Houfe of Commons, and the bill was palled without 
the propofed alteration. 

This bill was immediately followed by another, upon the principle of the amendment pro¬ 
pofed by the Lords in the laft, “ To reftrain the Trade and Commerce of the Colonies of 
New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ire¬ 
land, and the Britilh Ifiands in the Weft Indies, under certain conditions and limitations. 

While this bill was in agitation, a long feries of important evidence in behalf of the Weft 
India merchants and planters, and in fupport of the petition which they had lately prefented, 
was laid before the Houfc. Mr, Glover, the author of Leonidas, and equally celebrated for 

literary 
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75 literary merit as for commercial knowledge, appeared as agent for the petitioners at the bar of 

the Houfe, 

Itappeared from the evidence produced on this occalion, that the fugar colonies were to be 
confide ted as vaft manufactories, with, this peculiar diftin&ion from others, that they were 
obliged to raife their own materials ; that the canc was the raw material; fugar, mclalles and 
rum, the manufacture; that the railing, of provifion was, and mult neceffiirily continue to be, 
a very fecondary objeft ; that, if neceifity Ihould at any time render it otherwife, the manu¬ 
facture muft, of courfe, decline in proportion to the attention paid to the other; but that the 
- fcarcitv of land in the fmall iflands, the great value of cultivable land, for the purpofc of 
' railing the material in all, together with the cxceftivc price of labour, and many infurraount- 
able natural impediments, rendered the railing of any thing like a fulficient Hock, of provifions 
utterly impraflicable. That the middle colonics of North America were the, great fourccs of 
fupply to the Weft India Iflands, not only for provilion, but for an article equally ncccflary, 
which is underftood under the term lumber; and by which is meant every kind of timber and 
wood that is ufed in building and the cooperage; excepting only fome particular cafes, wltcic- 
in great ftrength and durability are required, and in which the hard woods peculiar to the 
tropical regions are preferable. 

It was alfo aflerted without referve, that no other fources of fupply could he opened either 
in America or in Europe, which, with refpedt toi time, quantity, and many other circutn- 
fianccs, could prevent the dreadful effe&s of a famine in the Sugar Iflands; an event which 
would be rendered Hill the more dreadful, by the vaft fuperiority of the negroes to the white 
people in number, and the horrible barbarities which inuft be expected from them, indreum- 
flauces of calamity that would deftroy all order and diftinftion among the mod civilized na¬ 
tions : and that if there was even a poftibility of averting this fatal event, the iflands would, 
notwithftanding, be ruined, as their great ftaple commodities of fugar and rum would be ufe- 
lefs for want of calks to contain them; and they could not receive ftaves from any part of 
Europe upon fuch terms as they were able to comply with. 

It appeared alfo in the courfe of this evidence, that on a very moderate calculation, in which 
large allowances were made for every poftible exccfs, that the capital in thofe iflands, confid¬ 
ing in cultivated lands, buildings, negroes, and flock of all kinds, did not amountt o lefs 
than 60,000, oool. fterling; that their exports for fome years pall to Great Britain, had a- 
mounted to about 190,000 hoglheads and puncheons of fugar and rum ; amounting in weight 
to near 95,000 tons, and in value to about 4,000,000!. exclufivc of a great number of finalitr 
articles ; and of their very great export to North America; that their growth was fo great, and 
their improvements fo rapid, that within a very few years, their export of fugar to this king¬ 
dom, was increafed 40,000 hoglheads annually, amounting to about 800,oool. in value. 

It appeared alfo to lie extremely probable, though it was not (for perhaps it could not be) 
precifely afeertained, that more than one half of that vaft capital of 60,000,oool. was either 
the immediate property of, or wa$ owing to perfons refident in this country. It was alfo 
evident, that the revenue gained above 700,000k per ann. upon the direft Weft India trade, 
exclufive of its eventual and circuitous produ£ts of the African trade; and it was fully Ihewn, 
that this immenfe capital and trade, as well as that of Africa, neither of which could fubfift 
without the other, were from nature and circumftanccs, in. a great mcafure, if not wholly, 
dependent upon North America. 


March 
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;• March 22. —Mr. Edmund Burke, in bis fpeech on moving his conciliatory proportions 
' with refpcft to the colonies, in taking a view of the trade of this country at different periods, 
made it appear, that the whole exports to North America, the Weft Indies, and Africa, in 
the year 1704, amounted only In value to 569,9501. and that in the year 1772, which was 
taken upon a medium, as being neither the higheft nor the loweft of thofc which might have 
been applied to of late, the exports to the fame places (including thole from Scotland, which 
in 1704 had no exiftcnce) amounted to no lets than 6,024,17 il. being in the proportion of 
nearly eleven to one. 

He alfo fhewed, that the whole export trade of England, including that to the colonies, a- 
roounted at the firft period of 1704, to no more than 6,509.000!. Thus the trade to the Colo¬ 
nies alqpe, was, at the latter period, within lefs than half a million of-being equal to what this 
great commercial nation carried on, at the beginning of the prefent century, with the whole 
world ; and ftating, as he did at this period, the whole commerce of this country at 16,000,000, 
that to the colonies, which in the firft period conftituted but one twelfth of the whole, was 
now very confiderably more than one third. < 

But however aflomilling the general cncreafe of the whole colonics at large might appear, 
the growth of the province of Pcnnfylvania is ftill more extraordinary. In the year 1704, the 
whole exports to that colony amounted to 11,8191. and in 1772, were rifen to 507,909!. being 
nearly fifty times the original demand, and almoft equal to the whole colony export at the 
firft period. 

jfpril 19, _On this day hoftilities may be faid to have commenced in America. General 

Gage having fent a detachment to feize or deftrov cannon and ammunition at Concord, were, 
on their return to Bofton, fired on at Lexington by fome of the Provincials, when a focccf* 
lion of fkirmifhes took place, and fevcral on both tides were killed and wounded. 

Jp,\l 27 .—As the American iilherics were now abolilhed, it became needfary-to think of 
forming fome plan for fupplying their place, and to guaid againft the ruinous confequenccs 
of the foreign markets either changing the courfe of confumption, or falling into the hands of 
■Rrangers, and thofc, perhaps, holtile to this country. 

The confumption of fifh oil, as a fubftitute for tallow, was now become fo extenfive, as to 
render that alfo an objeft of great national concern . the city of London alone expending about 
300,0001. annually in that commodity. 

It feemed alfo to be neccllary in this critical period, to pay a more particular attention to the 
interefts of the kingdom of Ireland, than had been the pta&ice for many years. It had ap¬ 
peared in the mafs of evidence which had lately been offered to the Houfc of Commons, that 
the exports from England to Ireland amounted, at this time, to 2,400,0001. per annum, be- 
lides her fupporting a large and excellent army at all times ready for our delencc ; and the im- 
menfe fums of her ready cafh, which her numerous abfcntces, pcnfir.ners and placemen fpend 
in this conntry. Yet, from oppicflivc reftriftions in trade, the k ingdom was cut off from the 
benefit of her great natural ftaple commodity, as well as excluded in general from the advan¬ 
tages which lhe might derive from her admirable flotation, and her great number of excellent 
harbours. 

The Minifter accordingly moved for a committee of the whole Houfc, to confider of the 
encouragement proper to be given to the fifirerics of Great Britain and Ireland, and in the 
progrefs of tire bill it was agreed, “ That a bounty of 40I. be given to tbc firft lOOfhip* that 
arrive with a cargo of 10,000 cod-fifh, caught on the banks of Newfoundland; 20L for the 

next 
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775 - next IOO (hips, and mi. for the next 100 (hips. That a bounty of 500I. be given to the fhip 
that arrives with the greateft quantity of whale oil; 400I. for the next greateft quantity; 300!. 
for the next j 200I. for the next, and tool, for the next. That Ireland have liberty to import 
blubber and whale fins, the fame as England: that the duty on feal (kins imported into Ire¬ 
land do ccafe and be no longer paid: that Ireland have leave to export cloathing to America, 
for fo much of the army as they fupply and pay for; as alfo proviiions, hooks, lines, nets, 
tools and implements, for the purpofes of the filhery: and that a bounty of 5;. per barrel bo 
given to all flax feed imported into Ireland. 

The following are the principal events which took place in America in this year, and as they 
' will be found to operate materially on the future tranfa&ions of the war which followed, a 
general ftatement of them, at lead, is cftlntial to this period of our hiftory. * 

In the month of May, the Virginians came to a refolution not to export tobacco to Great 
Britain ; and the provincial aflembly of New Jcrfcy prohibited ail exports w hatever. 

The fecond general Congrefs met at Philadelphia, where they efiabliflied a paper currency 
for the fupport of a continental army, and took the Poft-office into their own hands. They 
likewife refolved, “ that no negociarion by bill, draught, or fupply, be done with Britilh 
odicers or their agents and “ that the compadl between the Crown and the people of Maf- 
fachufet’s Bay be diflblved, &c.” 

The provincial aflcmbly of South Carolina, alf® came to a refolution not to deal with any 
of the inhabitants of Pool in Dorfctfliirc, 

On tire 17th of June, a very .bloody a&ion took place between the King’s troops and the 
Provincials, on Bunker’s Hill. 

In the month of July, the provincial aflcmbly of New York prohibited the exportation of 
proviiions to the Newfoundland filhery ; and the non-importation of Britifh goods was agreed 
to in Georgia and Virginia. Congrefs, however, allowed the importation of military 
(lores. 

A Congrefs of Indian chiefs and warriors met General Carleton and Colonel Johnfon at 
Montreal, and refolved to fulfill their engagements with Great Britain. 

Every port in America was lhut by a refolution of Congrefs ; who, a few days afterwards, 
rejefled the propofition of Parliament, made on the 20th of February, in this year: and, in 
the enfuing month, non-exportation and non-importation took, place throughout America 
in confequcncc of that refolution. 

In the month of Augufl, the committee chamber of New York ftri&Iy forbad the fupplving 
of the Britifh troops in America with provifions : at the fame time, the provincial aflcmbly 
of Pcunfvlvania refolved not to deal with certain Britilh merchants. 

About this time, upwards of 3000I. in 36s. pieces, were feized on board a fhip in the river 
Thames, bound for Boflon in New England. 

The States General of Holland i(Tued a proclamation, prohibiting the exportation of war¬ 
like (lores to America; and in Oflober, the King of Denmark publilhed an edidl, forbidding 
his fubjefts to give any afliftancc to the Americans. 

A proclamation was alfo made in the Britilh Weft India Iflands, forbidding all intercourfe 
•vith the Americans. 

A great number of people having been tempted by American emiflarics to quit Scotland, 
migration from that country was prohibited, and particularly from the Wclient Iflands. 
Vol. IV. A a 
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1775 In the month of November, the provincial committee of JPennfylvania inftru&ed their de¬ 
legates, “ not to agree to any proportion in the general Congrcfs, that might lead to a repa¬ 
ration with the mother country, or to a change of government.” 

In December the Weft India planters and merchants in London, petitioned the Houfe of 
Commons on American affairs. 

On the 23d of the fame month, a bill to prohibit all trade and intercourfe with the Ameri¬ 
can colonies, ina&wal rebellion, received the royal afleut. 

At the opening of the feflion, a petition had been prefented to both Houfes of Parliament 
from the Affembly of Nova Scotia. It was feat from that affembly in confequence of Lord 
• North’s conciliatory proportion ; and was intended, by thofe who promoted it in that colony, 
as a pattern and precedent for the reft. The mode of granting a revenue, propofed by this 
affembly, was the payment of fome fpecific duty per cent, upon importation of all foreign 
commodities, bay fait only excepted; by which means the amount of the revenue would at 
all times bear a due relation and proportion to the opulence and confutnption of the 
province, &c. ~ 

Many caufes, however, concurred to ieffen the effeft of this petition from Nova Scotia. 
That province had coft government immenie funis of money, without its growth or value in 
any degiee correfponding with the expcnce. It was dill unequal to the fupport of its own 
civil government, the expence of whitfh was annually grauted by Parliament; fo that themffer 
of a revenue in fuch circuroftances, however laudable the motives and intention, earned in 
fome degree a ludicrous appearance ; as it was, alfo, tyidcr the influence of a military power, 
its afb could not be fuppofdd to carry any great weight as an example, with thofe colonies 
who abhorred fuch an appearance, and whole prefent troubles arofc from a defence of what 
they conceived to be their civil immunities and conftitution. 

The petition, bdidcs, contained a long catalogue of grievances,, the redrefs of which was as 
earneftly preffed, though in more fuppliant language, as a fimiiar redrefs had been by the other 
provinces, and feeraed, in fome degree, to be considered as conditional and neccffary towards 
the cftablifhment of a permanent connexion, and for retaining the affection and obedience of 
the people. Upcn the whole, excepting the profeffion of fubmiffion to the fupreme legislature, 
which had only of late been a queftion any where, and the propoi.il of a duty, which feemed 
little more than a commercial regulation, this petition did not contain any thing cffentially 
different from the former application of other colonies. 

Rcfolutions, however, to the following purpofe were now propofed by the miniftcr, and 
pafiedin a committee, as foundations for an intended bill, viz. that the propofal of a pound¬ 
age duty, ad valorem, upon all commodities imported, bay fait excepted, not being tlte pro¬ 
duce of the Britilh dominions in Europe or America, to be difpofed of by Parliament, fliould 
be accepted, and the duty fixed at 81 . percent upon all fuch commodities. That as foon as 
the ncceflary a£ls for that purpofc were paffed by the Affembly of Nova Scotia, and had re¬ 
ceived the royal approbation, all other taxes and duties in that province fhould ccafe and be 
difeontinued, and no other laid on, while thofe a£ts continued in force, excepting only fuch 
duties as were found ncceffary for the regulation of commerce ; the net produce of which were 
to be carried to the account of the province : and to admit an importation into that province 
of wines, oranges, lemons, currants and railins, dire&ly from the place of their growth and 
produce. 
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This relaxation of the aft of navigation, though not very confiderable, was intended to 
{hew the favourable difpofition of Parliament towards this province, which had fet fo laudable 
an example of obedience; and feemed to hold out to the colonies in general, an enlargement 
of commerce as a compewfation for their acceding to the conciliatory rcfoluticn. Indeed, no 
fmall attention was paid to this petition, as forming a model for future taxation ; and ferious 
hopes were entertained of its effect untij it had palled the committee. But the pacific fvftern, of 
which this mcafure was a leading part, was fuddenly laid afrdc, aud the whole.of this buiiaefs 
was fuffered to die away. The projefted bill was not brought in, and after the enfumg holi¬ 
days, the petition from Nova Scotia was heard of no more. 

The following is a compleat lift of the Emperor of Morocco’s navy at this time. 

At Earache,—-two frigates of 30 guns and coo men each ;—three frigates of 24*gm>.s and 150 
men each ;—two frigates cf 20 gvng and 130 men each ,—one gaiirot of 22 oars, 12 guns and 
go men each. 

At Tctuan,—two xebecs of 30 oars, 20 guns and 200 men each ;—one galliot of 32 oars, 
»6 guns and 100 men ,—three galliots of 24 oars, :o guns and go men each ;—one galliot of 
if) oars, S guns and 60 men ;—one xebec of 26 oars and r6 guns, and two galliots or 22 oars 
arui 12 guns, ready for launching. 

At bailee,—one vcflel of 24 guns and 180 men;—one xebec of 20 oars, 18 guns and 120 
men ;—three galliots of 30 oars, 10 guns and 130*1100 each. 

At Tangier,—one galliot of 36 oars, 20 guns and 160 men. 

It appeared from authentic papers, that during this year, the number of packs of cards 
{tamped, amounted to 428,000, and of pairs of dice to 3,000 ; and that during the fame period 
12,300,000 newfpapers had been publifhed. 

The quantity of gold that had been coiued at the Tower of London fince the year 1772, 
amounted to about 13,000,000!. 

An account of the value of corn imported into England and Scotland lince the commence¬ 
ment of the corn regifter aft in 1770, the value of corn exported in each year being firftde- 
dufted. £. 


Balance paid for com in 1771, 
-1772, 

1 7 73 ’ 

--- 1774 * 

Mil 

lilt 

105,200 

84,400 

569,820 

1,022,230 

• 


Total, 

1,781,650 



The imports into Great Britain from Virginia and Maryland, before the war, were 96,000 
hogftieads of tobacco, of which 13,500 were confumed at home; and the duty on them, at 
26L is. each, amounted to 331,675!.; the remaining 82,500 were exported by our merchants 
to different parts of Europe, and brought a great deal of money into this kingdom. This 
trade alone conftantly employed 330 fhips and 3,960 l'ailors. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal affent in the Par¬ 
liamentary feflions of this year. 

A bill to explain, amend, and render more effeftual, an aft (or prohibiting the exportation 
of utertfds made ufe of in the woollen, linen, and other manufaft'urcs. 

To continue an aft for allowing the free importation of lriftt falted provifions, Sec. 

A a 2 For 
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^775 For retraining, the trade of New England, and the fifheries of that colony on the banks of 
Newfoundland. 

The Oxford canal and Thames navigation bills. 

A bill to retrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New Jcrfry, Pcnnfylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, - and the Weft India iflands. 

To explain, and amend an a£l to prevent frauds in the manufacture of hats, the woollen, 
and divers other branches of trade. 

To enable Sir Nigel Grcfley and fon to make a navigable canal from certain coal mines at 
Apedale, in Stafford£hire, to Newcaftlc under Line. 

To enable the different univerfities in Great Britain, and the colleges of Eton, Weftminfter, 
and Whichefter, to hold, in perpetuity, their copy-right in books given or bequeathed to 
them, for the advancement of learning. 

For altering, explaining, and amending fcvcral a£ts of Parliament in Scotland, relative to 
colliers, coal-bearers, and falters. 

Forcompleating and maintaining the pier of Magavifler, in Cornwall. 

To permit the free importation of raw goat-ikins into tins kingdom. 

To permit the importation of painted earthen ware, except gally-tiies, the manufacture of 
Europe, to be fold in Great Britain. 

For the encouragement of the fifherics carried on from Great Britain, Ireland, and the Bri¬ 
ll Hi dominions in Europe. 

For giving a public reward to fuch perfon or perfons as lha!l difeover a northern paffage 
from Europe to the weftern and fouthern ocean of America. 

To enlarge the term of letters patent granted to William Clockworth, for the foie ufe of a 
difeovery of certain materials for the making of porcelain. 

To prohibit all trade with the North American colonics, now in afluaj rebellion, during 
the continuance thereof. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for this year:— £, ^ 

For 18,000 feamen, including marines, —- —- 936,000 o o 

Towards building and repairing (hips, &c. — — 297,379 o o 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 440,680 15 10 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, &c. 228,059 1 7 

For ferviccs performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia¬ 
ment in 1774, — — — — . 32,748 5 3 

For 17,547 land-forces, including 4,383 invalids, &cl — 695*396 11 5 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations and Africa, at 


Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britifti and Irifh efiabiifhments. 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officers, Ac. — — 

For the charge of out-penftoners of Chclfea Hofpital, &c. — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 


386,186 o 105 
2,874 4 9 
9,536 to 7 
11,473 18 6 * 
122,221 15 5 
105,326 16 8 


reduced troops of horfe-j;itards, &c, — 

For penfions to the widows of certain reduced officers. 


870 3 9 
628 o o 


Carried forward, 


3,269,381 4 7s 
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Brought over, £, 

Toward* defraying the extraordinaries of the army, &c. _ 

On account of Greenwich Hofpitai, __ _ 

To the truftees of the Britifh Mofeam, _ _ 

To the Levant Company, to be applied in aflifling the faid Company 

in carrying on their trade, _ _ 

On account of the civil eflablifluaent of Nova Scotia, _ 

Ditto of Georgia, — — _ _ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — _ 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — _ 

Ditto of Senegambia, — — _ 

On account of general ftrveys in North America, — 

For making out charts of Great Britain and Ireland, —- 

Ditto of North America, — —, _ 

For repairing, &c, Britilh forts and fcttlcmcnts on the coaft of Africa, 
To make good to his Majefty the like fum iflued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuancc of the addrelfcs of the Houfe of Commons, 

For cleaning Barbadocs harbour, —- — _ 

To make good certain fums expended in preventing diftempers among 

the horned cattle, — — — _ 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 
Further deficiency in the gold coin, — — 

Extras of the mint, — — — — 

Further cxpcnce of coinage, — — — 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the lcrvicc of 1774, 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, —- — 


3,269,381 

4 

n 

262,537 

7 

tot 

6,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

4.346 

10 

S 

3,086 

0 

0 

4 . 95 ° 

0 

0 

5-4 s° 

0 

0 

6 . 33 6 

0 

9 * 

. *.885 

4 

0 

2.145 

0 

0 

3 . 7 t* 

*5 

0 

*3.000 

0 

0 

12,578 

14 

9 

5,000 

0 

0 

1,684 

15 

10 

6,998 

10 

7 

46,846 

9 

3 

22,8:4 

19 

9 

11,7:6 

0 

1 


6c?,974 

1,250,000 


ID 

O 


Toral Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 
Duty on malt, — — — 

Land tax at 3s. — — — 

From the finking fund, 5U1 of January, — — 

Ditto, 5th of April, — — — — 

Ditto, growing produce, —- —- 

By Exchequer bills, — —* — 

By a lottery, — — — 

American revenues, — — — 

Gum Scnecca, — — — — 

French prize-money, — — — 

Sale of the ceded iilands, —> — — 

By furplufles of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Supplies granted, — 

Exccfs of provifions, •— 


5 , 556,455 

-> 

7 

/. 

S. 

d. 

750,000 

0 

O 

1,500,000 

O 

O 

11,259 

10 

0 

884,447 

-*» 

10}. 

1,004,313 

6 

14 

1,250,000 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

O 

15,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

17,000 

O 

0 

50,000 

O' 

0 

22,246 

9 

0 

6,559,246 

9 

0 

5,556,453 

3 t 

7 

1,002,793 

5 

5 
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3 775 The number of chriftenings and burials from December 13, 1774, to December 14, 1775,■ 
within the London bills of mortality, is as follows 


Christ 

ENED. 

Bur 

IBD. 

Males, 

8,876 

Males, 

IO.I 3 + 

Females, 

$> 7 $y 

Females, 

10,380 

In all, 

17,629 

In all, 

20,514 


Al I’aiis, during this year, the births were 19,650,—viz. 10,247 boys, and 9,403 girls 
the deaths, 18,400; and the marriages, 5,016.—The children admitted into the foundling 
hofpitai of that city amounted to 6,505. 

1776 The fpeecjr from the throne, on the 26th of 0 &ob?r, in the laft year, announced an ac¬ 
tual Hate of rebellion in the North American colonies, and fet forth the ncceffity of employ¬ 
ing a fuflicicnt force to fupprefs it. His Majcfty then entered into the difference that fub- 
ftfted between the views of thofe who fomented and took. lire load in this rebellion, and thofe 
of the Crown and Parliament. The view of the latter was rather to undeceive than to purrifh : 
a fmall number of forces, therefore, was only feat, and propositions of a conciliatory nature 
accompanied the means taken to enforce authority. The former, whilft they endeavoured to 
delude with fpccious profeffions, had iij, view nothing but the ciiabliihmcnt of an independent 
empire. That the fpirit of the Britilh nation was too high, and its refotirces too numerous, 
to fuffer her tamely to lofe what had been acquired with great toil, nut Led with great tendcr- 
nefs, and protefted at much expence of blood and treafure.—That serfdom, and, in the end, 
clemency, required a full exertion of thefe rcfources.—That the navy had been increafed, and 
the land forces greatly augmented: foreign fuccours, though no treaty was then concluded, 
were held out; and the difpofition of the Hanoverian troops in Mahon and Gibraltar, was 
fpecified.—In the end, an affuranceof die royal mercy was given, as foon as the deluded mul¬ 
titude should become fenfibleof their error; and to prevent the inconveniencies which might 
arife from the great diftance of their fituation, and to remove as foon as poffible the calamities 
which they fuffer, authority would be given to certain perfons on the fpot, to grant general or 
particular pardons and indemnities, in luch manner, and to fuclr perfons, as they fhouid think 
fit; and to receive the fubmifiton of any province or colony which lhouid be difpofed to return 
to its allegiance. It was alio obferved, that it might bc,proper to authorife fuch commitiioiic is 
to reft ore any province or colony, returning to its allegiance, to the free excrcifc of its trade 
and commerce, and to the fame prote&ion and fecurity as if it had never revolted. It was 
alfo added, that from the general appearance of affairs in Europe, there was no apparent pro¬ 
bability that the meafures which might be adopted would be interrupted by difputcs with any 
foreign power. 

The fentiments of Parliament correfpondcd with thofe of the crown ; and as it was now 
become a determined point with government to fupport the iegiflativc authority and com¬ 
mercial controul of Great Britain over the colonics, fuclr meafures were propofed to Parlia¬ 
ment, and adopted by it, as were thought to be mod conducive to that end. Among thefe 
was the prohibitory bill which was brought in at the commencement of this fdTion ; and, 
after a fucceflion of debates, in which the rcfources of argument arid eloquence were ex- 
haufted, it was carried by great majorities in both Houles, 
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T«bb bill totally interdifted all trade and intercourfe with the thirteen united colonies, and 
declared all property »f Americans, whether of Chips or goods, on the high Teas or in haibour, 
forfeited to the captors, being the officers and crews of his Majefty’s (hips of war; and feveral 
claufes were inferted to facilitate and to leffen the expcnce of the condemnation of prizes, as 
well as the recovery of prize money. This bill, befides its primary obje£t, repealed the Bofton 
port-bill, with the fiihery and reftraining afts, as their provifions, in fome" inftances, were 
deemed inefficient in the then (late of warfare, and as their operation in others was liable to 
interfere with that of the intended law.—-It aifo enabled the crown to appoint commiffioners, 
■who, befides the power of granting pardons to individuals, were authorifed to enquire into 
general and particular grievances, and empowered to determine whether any part, or the whole 
of a colony, were returned to that Hate of obedience which might entitle them fo be received 
within the King’s proteftion ; in winch cafe, upon a declaration from the commiffioners, the 
reftriftions enaflted by the prefent bill were to ceafe in their favour. 

At a quarterly general court of proprietors of Eaft India (lock, held at their houfe in 
Lcadenhall-ftreet, it appeared that the debt to government was reduced from 1,400.000!. to 
420,000!. and that the Company was otherwife in a fiourifhing fituation. 

It would certainly be an aft of negligence in us, if we were entirely to pais by a matter, 
which, about this time, made a great noife in the city, occafioned much diicontei.t amongft 
the merchants, and was, at length, though withodt effi-ft, brought into both houfes of Par¬ 
liament. 

A clnufc in the late prohibitory aft, which enabled the admiralty to grant licences to vtfk-'s 
for conveying (lores and provifions to the forces upon the American fcrvice, had been made 
u(e of to countenance a trade in certain individuals; by which, it was faid, that a monopoly 
was formed, and the American trade was transferred from the ancient merchants, and known 
traders, to a few obfeure perfons, of no account or condition, and an illicit commerce eltab- 
]itiled, under the fanftion of that bill, which was utterly fubverfive of one of its principal ap¬ 
parent objefts. 

It certainly appeared that thefe licences were very loofely compofcd, and very carelefsly 
granted ■, that the commiffioners of the cufloms did not chafe to interfere much in the mattet ; 
that though the licence' were recalled, and fome alterations made in them, this meaiure pro¬ 
duced little effeft ; and that even when complaints grew ioud, and fomething like a patiiamen- 
tary enquiry was announced or begun, though fome of the goods were unfliipped, yet. in 
general, the fcheme fucceedcd; the ihips which had cleared out for Bofton, altering onlv the 
dcltination of their voyage, and taking a new clearance (or Halifax and Canada, with liberty 
to go to any other port in America. It appeared in evidence before the Houfe of Commons, 
that by thefe, and other means, a greater quantity of all manner of goods calculated for the 
North Ameiican market, h.td been (hipped within a few weeks, than was done in any of the 
ufual (cafons of exportation. 

The great body of American merchants were loud in their complaints: they reprdented it 
to be a matter very injurious and un;u(l to them, who had already iuffered fo feverely in con- 
fequcnce of the troubles of the times, and who, in obedience to the late aft of Parliament, 
were at that very moment linking under the incumbrance of a vafl quantity of goods, which 
they had purchaled fm the American market, and for which they could find no other,—-to fee 
the trade, that for a number of years they had condufted with the greateft reputation and in¬ 
tegrity, fmuggled, as it were, out of their bands, by a fet of nominal merchants and unknown 

adventurers. 
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1776 adventurers. The injury was alfo deferibed as ftill more grievous, from being committed 
under the colour of law, and with the licence of authority.* 

The firft public attention that was paid to this bufinefs was in the Houfc of Lords ; where 
the Earl of Effingham, fome fhqrt time before the recefs at Eailcr, made a motion, which was 
agreed to, that lifts of thofe (hips, and their cargoes, as! well as the licences which were gran¬ 
ted by the admiralty, fhould be laid before the, Houfc.' There tltc matter refted for fomc 
time But, on the ad of May, the lord mayor moved in the Houfc of Commons for a com¬ 
mittee to enquire into the whole tranfaftion. In the courfe of the debate on this occafion, the 
minifter, after defending the raeafure on the principle of its being defigned for the ufc, benefit, 
and comfort of the troops on the American fcrvice, acknowledged that the powers given in 
the aft had been mifunderftood, and the Iiecnfes abufed, but that thefe matters were already 
xe&ificd, a’id a ftop put to the mifehief, A committee, however, was appointed, but was 
difTolved after a very long debate and examination of wifnefTes on the occafion, without com¬ 
ing to any refolution whatever. 

The Congrcfs of America began now ftrongly to reebmmend the ftudy and improvement of 
agriculture, arts, manufaftures, and commerce in the United Colonies. 

On the 23d of March, they iftbed letters of marque to cruize againft the fubjefts of Great 
Britain : and at one of their aiTemblies, foon after, they came to a refolution to permit trade 
with any nation but Great Britain and Ireland. 

In confequcncc of the provincial aflembly of North Carolina recommending a declaration 
. of independence and foreign alliance, fcveral Americans of confederation failed from New 
York, with propofals from Congrefs to the principal courts of Europe. 

About this period, tire Emprefs Queen publifhed an ordinance, prohibiting her fubjefh 
from all intcrcourfc with the Americans. 

On the 3d of May, Lord Vifcount Howe, and Major-general Howe, were appointed his 
Majcfty's commiffioners for reftoring peace in America, with power of pardon, punifh- 
ment, Ac.—On the 1 itli of the fame month, the Virginians publifhed a declaration of rights 
and independence: and very fhortly after, Congrcfs confidering the United Colonics as ex¬ 
cluded by the capture afts from the protefiion of the crown, fupprefled its authority. 

On the 23d, his Majcfty put an end to this feffion of Parliament by a fpeech from the 
throne, which concluded in the following manner :—“ I will ftiil hope that my rebellious 
fubjeffs may be awakened to a fenfe of tlieir errors, and that by a voluntary return to their 
duty, they will juftify me in bringing about the favourite wifh of my heart, the reftoration of 
harmony, and the re-cftablilhment of order and happinefs i n every part of my dominions.— 
But if a due fubmiffion fhould not be obtained from fuch motives and fuch difpofitions on 
their part, I truft that I fhall be able, under the blefling of Providence, to cffe&uate it by a 
full exertion of the great force with which you have entrufted me.”—Notwithftanding which, 
on the 4th of July, Congrefs declared the United States of America independent. This de¬ 
claration (abjuring all allegiance to tlie Britifh crown, and renouncing all political connec¬ 
tions with this country) was read in every town in the colonies, and at the head of the con¬ 
tinental army at New York. 

While the principal powers of Europe flood coldly aloof, and feemed rather inclined to 
thwart, than forward the views of Great Britain with rcl'peift to her American colonies, we 
have one example of an ally who was faithful to treaties, and hoftile to rebellion, wherever it 
might arife. Influenced by that good faith which fhould ever govern nations, as well as the 
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1776 individuals which compofe them, his Moft Faithful Majefty, the King of Portugal, publiflicd 
the following cdift on the 4th of July, in this year, prohibiting bis fubjefts from any inter- 
courfe with the Americans 

“ Whereas we have lately been informed, that the Britiffi colonies of North America have, 
by an aft of Congrefs held on the 15th of May laft, not only declared tbemfelves entirely free 
from all fubjeftion to the croWn of Great Britain, hut were, moreover, a&ually employed iji 
forming and enabling laws by their own private authority, in oppofition to the lawful rights 
of our brother, friend, and ally, tire King of Great Britain : and whereas fo pernicious an 
example ought to engage every Prince, even thofc it interefts the lead, not to abet, favour,*or 
affift, by any means, direftly or indireflly, fuch fubjefts united in fuch direft and open rebel* 
lion againft their natural fovcreigti; it is our pleafure, and we do hereby ordain, that no Ihip, 
with or without lading, coning from any of the ports of the aforefaid Britiflj America, fhall 
be allosikd any intercom fe with, or entrance into any of the ports of thefe our kingdoms, or 
of the dominions thereunto belonging; but that, on the contrary, they fhall be forced away 
immediately on their arrival, without fuccour of any kind whatever: and that as to the inaf¬ 
ters of vcllcls who have hitherto been fuffered to enter, (there not appearing rcafon for their 
being excluded) it (hall be notified to them, that within the prccifc term of eight days, to be 
counted fucccilivclv, they ffiall quit the laid ports with their vcflels, which ffiall fir ft be fearched, 
in 01 dti to difeover if they have any gun-powdet # on board, or any other of thofe warlike 
ilorcs, tiuc cxpoit of which was prohibited to them by our royal decree of the 21ft of October 
laft, dircfled to the officers of our arfcnal and exportation duties: and that if any fuch ftores 
or ammunition (lull be found put on board by ftealth, the faid veffcls, as a capture from de¬ 
clared rebels, fhall be confiscated for the ufe of carrying on the public buildings ; and lb be it 
• underftood by the council of our finances, which (hall order printed copies of this our decree 
to lx taken eft, and fixed up in all the public places of the city of Lifhon, and all the parts of 
thfs kingdom and that of Algarve, that it may come to the knowledge of all, and that no one 
may plead ignorance thereof. 

“ Palace of Anuda, 4th of July, 177b-” 

On the 7th of Goober following, his Moft Catholic Majefty likewife declared his neu¬ 
trality with refpeft to Great Britain and America; as appears by a letter written by the Mar¬ 
quis de Grimaldi to the governor of Bilboa, relative to an American privateer, which bad 
taken five Englifh Ihips, and had been detained thereupon at the faid port, at the requeft of 
the Engtilh vicc-confui, with the proceedings of the governor in confequencc thereof,—Of 
this letter, dated St. Iklefonfo, the yth of October, we fhall give the fubftancc, as follows 

“ That having received advice from the governor of Bilboa refpefling the detention of an 
American ftiip, named the Hawke, Captain John Lee, and the feveral atteftations of the per- 
fons concerned, which had been laid before his Majefty, he had Ixen pica fed to declare, that 
in confequencc of the amity fublifting between bis Catholic Majefty and the King of Great 
Britain, he fhould maintain a perfeff neutrality during the prefent war; that lie ffiould not 
give any aid to the Colonifts ; but ffiould not deny their being admitted into any ports of his 
dominion^ while they conformed to the laws of the country.” 

In confcquence of the above letter, the governor fet at liberty the American veflel, delivered 
back, her papers, and fupplied her with fuch provisions, water, See. (care being taken that no 
prohibited goods ffiould be put on board) as ffiould enable her to proceed on her voyage, 

Viol. IV. B b The 
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1776 The articles of confederation and perpetual union between the United States of America, 
were figned on the 4th of Oftober, in this year, by all the delegates in Congrefs. After a 
forcible ftatement of the* reafons for making this change in the government and con&itution 
of N orth America, the declaration concludes as follows 

“ We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in general Congrefs 
aficmblcd, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world *for the re&itude of our intentions, 
do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of thefe colonies, fokmnly publifls 
•nd declare, that thefe United Colonies are, and of right ought to be. Free and Indbpen- 
* dent States ;—that they are abfolved from all allegiance to the Britifl* crown ; and that 
all political connexion between them and the date of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally 
diffblved ; and that, as free and independent dates, they have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, eftablifh commerce, and do ail other a£ts and things which inde¬ 
pendent dates have a right to do.—And, for the lupport of this declaration, with a firm reli¬ 
ance on the prote&ion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes, and our facred honour.—Signed by order, and in behalf of the Congrefs, 

“ John Hancock, Prejident. 

“ Charles Thomson, Secretary 

On the 31ft of Oftober, the fefikm of -Parliament was opened.—In the fpeech delivered 
from the throne, it was reprefented, groong other particulars, that the people of America had 
not only renounced their allegiance to the crown, and their political connection with this 
country, but rejected, with circumdances of indignity and infult, the means of conciliation 
held out to them by the commiffion fent out for that purpofe.—That if their refinance conti¬ 
nued unfuppreffed, much mifehief would enfue to the commerce of Great Britain, and to the 
political fyftem of Europe, Ac. Ac. 

By a proclamation blued the 12 th of April, in this year, for the regulation of the gold coin 
of this kingdom, and which took place on the id of May, the following was the darfRard fet¬ 
tled, and allowed to be current in any payment whatever in Great Britain, viz. 

Guineas coined prior to the id of January, 177a, weighing 5 dwts. 8 grs_half-guineas, 

2 dwts. 16 grs.—and quarter-guineas, 1 dwt. 8 grs.—Guineas, however, coined prior to the 
fa id period, weighing 5 dwts. 6 grs. — half-guineas, 2 dwts. 14 grs, — and quarter-guineas, 
1 dwt. 7 grs. ; were, till the 19th of Augud, 1776, inclufively, received in payments at the 
Exchequer, the Bank of England, and at all the revenue offices throughout the kingdom.— 
Certain perfons were like wile appointed by the lords commiffioners of the Trcafury and the 
Bank of England, to receive and exchange all gotd of the lad-mentioned dandard, in every 
city and principal town in the different counties, Ac. of Great Britain. 

On the nth of November, in this year, Mr. David Hartley, then member of Parliament 
for Kingdon upon Hull, made the fixtli and lad experiment to evince the efficacy of a new, 
cheap, and eafy method, invented by him, for preferving houfes, fhips, Ac. built with tty,, 
mod combudible materials, from fire. 

Mr. Hartley had built an lioufe exprefsly for the purpofe, which confided of three dories, 
and with two large rooms on a door, where he had made his former experiments. The man¬ 
ner in which he conducted them on the prefent occafion was as follows :— 

He fird ordered a fire to be made on the deal flooring of one of the ground-rooms : then a 
large faggot of lhavings, fufpended by iron from the upper part of the fame room, was let on 
fire. After this, the ttair-cafc was fet on fire, both above and below, without the fire extend- 
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*776 ing, in either cafe, beyond the fpot on which it was lighted. Laflly, the other room on the 
ground-floor, filled aimoft to the top with faggots, pitch, and other combufiibies, was fct 
fire to ; but though they all burned in fuch a manner as to vomit forth a perpetual torrent of 
flame and fmoke, and thereby rendered all approach within thirty yards of the windows, on 
the outfide, absolutely impracticable, the room adjoining to, and that immediately over this 
temporary Vtfuvius, continued as cool and as accefiible as if no fire had happened in thehoufe. 

N or were its walls, floors, and ciclings alone prefcrvcd ; for even fixtures and houfchold 
furniture were thereby rendered proof againft the rage of this otherwife all-devouring element, 
though found, at the fame time, fufficient to prepare iron for the anvil; particularly, a bed 
being purpofeiy let on fire, little mote of it was contained than the part to which the fire had 
been immediately applied. • 

But Angular as the cfilch of this contrivance for fecuring houfes, thips, and other build¬ 
ings froth fire, muft appear, the means, perhaps, from their perfect fimplicitv, may be thought 
equally extraordinary. They confift of nothing more than the thinned, plates of iron nailed 
to the joifls.'&c.; and to the facility of execution, may be added the cl.eapnefs of it, as the 
additional expcncc of building fcarce exceeds three per cent. 

The Newfoundland fiiheiv, in the prefent year, did not in any degree anUvet the expecta¬ 
tions, which were held out in the preceding feflion, of the eafe with which the gseat American 
fharc of it would be immediately transferable to th<? people of Great Britain, and the fignal 
advantages which they would derive from thence. For though there was fomc mcreafe of 
fliips and men, both from England and Ireland, employed in the fifherv, they were not in 
any manner equal to fupplving the deficiency which the late law had occafioncd, even fuppo- 
fing that no new obstacles were thrown in their way, and that all other matters had continued 
in their ufual fiatc. Bur the retaliation which was pra fifed by the Americans, of cutting elf 
our fisheries from all provifions and fupplies from the colonies, (a meafurc, which, however 
obvious, does not fetm to have been apprehended till it was feitj threw the whole bufinefs 
upon the banks of Newfoundland into the greateft diforder and confafion, and brouglit dif- 
trefs upon all who were employed by fea or land. To prevent the coniequences of famine, a 
number of Ihips, inftcad of being laden with filh, were ncceflarily fent off light, to procure 
flour and other provifions wherever they were to be had : fo that the find operation of the. 
fiihery bill was attended with very great !ofs and difadvantage to this country. 

V e cannot but confidcr the vafil fupplies which were fent to the army at IIolon as a com¬ 
mercial circuinfilancc, and filial! therefore jutl mention the articles of which they confided. 

As the want of frefill provifions of every fint was one of the principal grievances whi.h 
the Britnh troops at Bofton had fuAaincd, and had caufed a very general fickuefs among them, 
the remedy of that evil was an objcfl that called for a very attentive consideration. On this 
account great quantities of cattle, Stc. were contra&cd for, and fihipped for America. No Id's 
than 5,000 oxen, 14,000 of the largcfl fiheep, and a vafil number of hogs were fent out alive. 
Vegetables of all kinds were alfo bought up in quantities that arc fcarcely credible, and new 
methods were contrived to preferve them ; and 10,000 buns of beer were added to the enor¬ 
mous catalogue of ncceffaries on the occafion. But this is not all5,000 chaldrons of coals 
were purchafed in the river, and flopped ofif for Bofion , and even the article of faggots was 
fent from London. The feemingiy trifling ncccffarit-s of vegetables, calls, and vinegar 
a kmc, amounted to 22,oool.; and though we had but a fingle regiment light cavalry at 
Bofton, the articles of hay, oats, and beans, amounted to aimoft as much. Befides the ex- 
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flans, near half a million of Spanifh and Portugucfe coin was tranfmitted for the extraordinary 
and contingent articles in various branches of military operations. Nor muff it be omitted in 
the hiffory of this extraordinary, novel, and, as it turned out, (from caufea which we (hail 
not enumerate) almoft ufeiefs exportation, that from the multitude of tranfports employed in 
tlie different parts of the fervice, the price of tqnrwge was raifed above one-fourth of its ufual 
rate. * 

A commercial company was about this time formed at Farts, under the name of the Ca'tJJt 
d'Efcmpte, or Difcount Office ; an eftabliffiment with a fund of 15,000,000 of livres. They 
con trailed to difcount bills aftd notes, both in peace and war, without ever exceeding the rate 
of 4 per cent.; and bound themfelves to this fingle branch of bufinefs, the gold and fiiver 
trade, and the receipt of voluntary depofits of cafh,‘ without meddling in any other matters 
whatever. The French boaflcd, at the time, that this eflablilhment was an improvement on 
the plan of the Bank of England, and iflued out notes in imitation of it. 

The charter of the Dutch Eaft India Company having expired in the year 1773, the Com¬ 
pany, after Hating that its trade had declined, foliated the States General to grant a diminu¬ 
tion of the fum formerly paid for the renewal of the charter. Upon this reprefentation, their 
High Mightmcffes, in order to have time to enquire into the matter, prolonged the charter 
for three years, upon the old eftabliffiment; and finding, upon examination, that the Com¬ 
pany had really fuftained great lofies, and its trade confidcrably declined, they afled with the 
fpirit of a wife commercial commonwealth, by complying with the Company’s requeft, They 
therefore granted them a new charter for thirty years, on the fame terms as the former, on 
the immediate payment of 2,000,000 of florins, inftcad of 3,000,000, which they paid before, 
and the fum of 360,000 florins yearly; which annual payment they were allowed to make 
cither in money or merchandize. In confcquence of this indulgence, the Hock of the Com¬ 
pany rofe, in a ffiort time, no lefs than 19 per cent. 

We /hall make no apology for mentioning that in this year, and in the 84th of a very ufe- 
ful life, died Mr. John Harrifon, the inventor and conftru&or of the celebrated time-keepers 
for afeertaining the longitude at fea. This very ingenious and indefatigable roan had received, 
as a reward for his diftinguiflied and important labours, fevcral tkoufand pounds of the money 
offered by Parliament for facilitating the means of difeovering the longitude. 


Dr. Price gives the following account of the progrefs of the national debt. 

from 1739 to 

the year 1775. 

Principal. 

Intertjl, 


c 

£• 

Amount of the principal and intereft of the national debt 

be- 


fore the war, which began in 1740, — 

46,382,650 

1,903,96! 

Amount in 1749, immediately after the war, —- 

78,166,906 

2,765,608 

Incrcafed by the war, —- — 

31,784,256 

861,747 

Diminiffied by the peace from 1748 to 1755, — 

3,089,641 

1 Ji.S 9 ° 

Amount at the commencement of the war in 1755, 

75.077,264 

2,654,018 

Amount at the end of the war in 1763, — 

146,582,844 

4,840,822 

Increafed by that war, — — 

71,505,580 

2,186,803 

Diminiffied by the peace in 12 years, from 1763 to 1775, 

10,639,793 

400,000 

Amount at Midfummer 1775 — 

* 35 . 943 »° 5 i 

4,440,821 
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1776 The annual revenues of the Ruffian empire were, at this time, authentically Rated at 
17,130,618 roubleii and the expences, including penfiotis, prefcnts, &c. at 14,208,557.— 
The value of the rouble is about 10s. fierimg. 

By an account of the hop duty for this year, its amount appears to be 125,6911. 13s. yfd. 

The number of Blips cleared at rhe port of Newcaflle, from December 31, 1775, to Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1776, was 4,773 ; of which 4,343 were coafters, and 430 for foreign trade. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce received the royal aflent this year. 

To difeontinue the duties payable on the importation of tallow, hog’s lard and greafe, for a 
limited time. 

To continue an aft for laying a duty of two pennies Scots on all beer and ale bFtwed for 
falc in Dundee. 

For making a navigable cut or canal from or near Stourbridge, in Worcesfterfhire, to join 
the Staffordshire and Woreefterfhire canals, at or near Stourton, in Staffordlhire. 

T0 build an iron bridge acrof's the river Severn, from Benthaliin, Salop, to the oppofite 
fborc at Madelcy Wood. 

For the better fupplying of marines and feamen to ferve in his Majefty’s ihips of war, and 
on board merchant.fhips. 

f By this aft, it was cnafted, that all trading (hips Ihould be allowed to be navigated with 
three-fourths of their crew foreigners, till the 25th of March, 1777}. 

For the better regulation of the pilots conducing Blips and vcflels into and out of the port 
of Bolton, in Lincolnlhire, and for preventing mifehiefs by fire in the faid haven and 
harbour. 

To remove the danger of fire amongft the Blips in the port of Briftol. 

For granting a bounty on flax feed, the growth of the Auftrian Netherlands, imported into 
Ireland. 

For granting to bis Majefty feverai duties upon coaches and other carriages, alfo upon in¬ 
dentures, leafcs, bonds, and other deeds ; iikewife upon cards, dice, and newfpapers; and 
for railing two millions by annuities and a lottery. 

[By the coach aft, an additional duty of 20s. per ann. is laid on all coaches, berlins, &c. ex¬ 
cept hackney coaches; and & duty of 5J, per ann. on ftages. The claufe of the aft of the 20th 
of George 1 . exempting perfons from paying for more than five carriages, is hereby repealed : 
and by the new aft with refpcfl to ftamps, an additional duty of is. is laid on aU indentures, 
bonds, 8tc. heretofore liable to a (hilling {lamp; an additional duty of 6d. on every pack of 
playing cards, and 2s. 6d. on every pair of dice made for fale; an additional duty of one-half¬ 
penny on every Biect or half Bicct of ncwfpaper. Commiflioncrs to provide a new (tamp, 
to denote all the feverai duties; and after July the fifth of this year, ail vellum, &c. liable to 
the new duty, to be carried to the damp office, &c. before it is printed or wrote on. Perfons 
counterfeiting ftamps, to fuffer death as felons. Selling cards to be played with, after the 
cover has been broken open, 5I. penalty]. 

For tire relief of infolvent debtors and bankrupts, in certain cafes. 

[By returns made from the different gaols throughout tire kingdom, it appears, that there 
were at this time, upwards of 8,000 debtors waiting to take the benefit of this Ad]. 

For crofting liglit-houfcs and land marks in tire port of Cheftcr, for the better fecurity of 
fhipping. 

For 
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1776 For the further encouragement of the whale filhery, carried on from Great Britain and! 
Ireland. 

For allowing the exportation of a certain quantity of wheat and other articles to the fugar 
colonies in America, and to the ifland of St. Helena and other fettlcmcnts belonging to the 
Eaft India Company. 

For allowing corn, grain and flour, imported,mto the port of Prcfton, to he landed with¬ 
out payment of the duties. 

For draining, improving, and preferving certain fen and waftc lands near Sandwich. 


Supplies granted by Parliament for the year 1776. 

For 20,752 land forces, including 3,213 invalids, &c. — 

For maintaining garrifons, &c. in the Plantations and Africa, 

Britifh and Irifh pay for troops in America, ' — 

For the pay of the general and ftaff officers, &c. — 

Levy money for augmentation of the Britifh and Iri fit forces for 1776, 
For five Hanoverian battalions of foot at Gibraltar and Minorca, from 
September 1, to December 24, 17*75, — — 

Ditto for 1776, — — — _ 

Charge of a regiment of Highlanders, confining of two battalions, 
Charge of augmentation to his Majcfty’s forces to December 24, 1775, 
Ditto extra faving grants laft feffions, — — 

For the out-penfioners of Chelfca, &c. — — 

On account of reduced officers of the land forces, &c. — 

For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 

troops of horfe guards, Ac. — — _ 

For the penfions payable to widows of certain reduced officers. 

On account of 12,394 Hcffians, for 1776 — — 

I-or 4,300 Brunfwkkers for ditto, — — 

For one regiment of Ijanau, from March 6, to December 24, being 
294 days, —• ’ — — — 

For fix regiments of foot from Ireland, and other augmentations, to 

December 24, 1776, — — — _ 

For the extraordinaries of the army, &c. — _ 

For 28,000 feamen, including 6,665 marines, &c. — 

For the ordinary of the navy, — — 

Towards building and repairs of fhips, &c. — 

For Greenwich Hofpital, — — — 

Towards the difeharge of the navy debt, — — 

For the office of ordnance for the land fervice — 

For ditto, not provided for by Parliament in 1775, — 

On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 

North Britain, — — _ _ 

For the maintenance of Weftminfter bridge, — — 

For repairing, &c. the Brhilh forts on the coaft of Africa, 

On account of general furveys in North America, — 


£■ 

r. 

d. 

659,200 

2 

* °J 

7 - 3 > 43 2 

11 

?i 

4 2 oP 

19 

4 

*«>S»S 

7 

3 

104,136 

6 

0 

26,783 

15 


46,838 

1 

9 

47,400 

12 

0 

80,984 

*3 

2 

7 . 93 s 

15 

0 

107,512 

10 

0 

97.575 

12 

0 

85a 

iQ 

6 

608 

0 

O 

381,887 

4 

5 i 

> 21,475 

12 

1 

19,006 

19 

JV 

2 37.448 

7 

0 

845.16s 

14 

8; 

,456,000 

0 

0 

426,904 

19 

6 

339.151 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

,000,000 

0 

0 

* 49.^55 

18 

6 


223,171 11 11 

6,996 to 2 
2,OCO o o 
13,000 o o 
1,885 4 0 


Carried over, 


7,186,047 7 4 s 
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Brought oyer. 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum which has been iffucd, by 
his Majefty’s orders, in purfuance of addreflea of Parliament, — 
On account of the civil eftablifliment of Nora Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, —. . , _ 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, _ _ 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — _ 

Ditto of Scnegambia, — _, 

Expencc of and lofs by coinage, — __ 

For paying off certain Exchequer hills, — _ 

To make good the deficiency of tfic grants for the year 1775, 


Total of fupplies. 


Wavs and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 
Land tax, at 4s. — — — 

Duty on malt, &c. — —- • — 

Surplus in the linking fund on the 5th of January, 

Ditto, on the 5th of April, — — 

Growing produce of the finking fund, — — 

Gum feneca, — — — 

French prize money, —- —- — 

By certain favings in the Pay-office, —* 

By the fale of ceded i (lands, *— — 

Exchequer bills, — — — . 

Surplus of American revenues — — 

By certain furplufles remaining in the Exchequer, — 

By annuities and lottery at 3 per cent, — — 

Total Wavs and Means, 

Total Supplies, — 


Excefs of Provifions, 


£. J. d. 
7,186,047 7 44 

7,406 o 3 
4,346 10 5 
3,086 o o 
4 * 95 ° o o 
4,063 19 3 
6,336 o 9 
92,421 15 1 

*,250,000. o o 
538,920 4 9 

9 »° 97>577 r 7 

£■ s. d. 

2,000,000 o o 
750,000 o o 
17,869 4 n* 
962,571 16 2 
1,837^28 3 10 
2,000 o o 
17,000 o o 
23,011 7 o 

30,000 o o 
1,500,000 o o 
2,905 8 2 

11,444 4 3 « 

2,000,000 O O 
9,154,230 4 4* 

9 >° 97 >S 77 1/ ioJ. 
56,652 6 si 


rjr The ftate of the national debt remains the fame as in our laft account of it. 

A general account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, 


for this year. 




Christened. 

Buried, 


Males, 

8,859 

Males, 

9*499 

Females, 

8,421 

Females, 

9*549 

Total, 

17,280 

Total, 

19,048 


Or, 
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1777 On the roth of February, a bail for enabling the Admiralty to grant letters of marque 
and reprifal, to the owners or captains of private merchant /hips, authorizing them to take and 
make prize of alt veflels with their effe£b, belonging to any of the inhabitants of the thirteen 
fpecified revolted American Colonies, was pafled without debate or oppofition in the Houfe of 
Commons. In the Houfe of Lords, it only underwent the tritling alteration of inferting the 
words, Litters of Permijpsn in the place of Letters of Marque, the latter being thought appii- 
cable only to reprifals on a foreign enemy. 

This was a very neceffary meafure, as every clafs of mercantile men throughout the king¬ 
dom, began to make heavy complaints of the Ioffes they now fuftained from the war with 
America. 

The American privateers now extended their cruizes to every part of Europe as well as the 
Weft Indies, and they were in general received with an open or clandcftine countenance, in 
all the ports which they entered with their prizes. 

At length they grew more bold, and, at this time, infefted the coafts of Great Britain and 
Ireland with a degree of audacity that at once furprifed and alarmed the trading part of the 
kingdom. Their language, appearance, &c. being the fame as thole of the Britilh fubjefts, 
they were enabled to difguifc their defigns till they were fure of executing them with fuccefs. 
In Ihort, the trade between Great Britain and Ireland was interrupted by them to fuch a degree, 
that it became abfolutcly neceffary to«ftablifh convoys in the narrow channel which (eparates 
the two illands. Nay, fo much alarm had the American privateers occalioned, that, to the. 
difgrace of our naval power and the injury of our commercial intcrcft, no fntall number of 
foreign veffels, fame of which were even French, were at this time freighted by Britilh mer¬ 
chants, for thepurpofe of obtaining fecurity to their commerce. 

The Briti/h navy and privateers at length, however, exerted themfclves with fuch aflivity, 
that the American cruizers were driven from our coafts, and the Ioffes of the colonies became, 
by degrees, much greater, and were more feverely felt than thofc of Great Britain. But an¬ 
other power now began to unfold its future defigns againft us. 

France, at this time, manifefted an evident difpofition to favour the revolt of America. 
The part fhe now afted was lefs circumfpeft than it had hitherto been ; but as her naval pre¬ 
parations were not in fuch a degree of forwardnefs as to juftify her taking a decifive part, file 
Hill continued to difiembie; and as her negociations with the Americans were not advanced to 
an abfolute determination, file occafionaily relaxed in certain points, when fhe found hcrfclf 
fo clofely preffcd by the Biitifh minifters, that an obftinatc perfcverance would precipitate 
matters to that conclufion, which fhe wifhed to defer to a more favourable moment. 

Thus, when a bold American adventurer, of the name of Cunningham, had, in a privateer 
fitted out at Dunkirk, taken and carried into that port, the Englilh packet from Holland, and 
fent the mail to the American minifters at Paris, it appeared to be abfolutcly neceffary, in 
dome degree, to difcountenance fuch a flagrant violation of good neighbourhood, as well as of 
thefubfifting treaties between the two nations, and even of the particular marine laws and re¬ 
gulations cftablifhcd in France, in regard to hcrcondufl towards the fubjcfls of other coun¬ 
tries. Cunningham and his crew were accordingly committed for fomc fhort time, to priion. 
Yet this appearance of fattsfadion was done away by the circumftanccs which attended it: for 
the imprifonment of this man was reprefented to the Americans, as proceeding merely from 
fomc informality in his commiffion, and irregularity in his proceedings, which had brought 
him to, if not within the verge of piracy, and were too glaring to lie entirely palled by with¬ 
out 
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1777 out notice. However, be and hi* crew were not only fpeedijy releafed from their mock con - 
finetnent, but lie was permitted to purchafc, fit out and arm, a much ftronger veflel and bet¬ 
ter faiior than the former, avowedly to continue his capture of Britifh (hips. 

It was in the fame line of policy, that when the French Newfoundland fiihcry would have 
been totally intercepted and deft roved in cafe of an immediate rupture with this country, and 
that the capture of tlicir fcaraen would b»vc been more ruinous and irreparable than the loi's 
even of the ibips and cargoes, Lord Stormont, the Britifh ambaffador at the French court, 
obtained in that critical fituation,an order from the minifters, that all the American privateers, 
with their prizes, fhould immediately depart the kingdom. Yet, fatisfaCtory as this compli¬ 
ance, and conclufive as this order appeared, it was combated with fuch ingenuity, and fuch 
artful expedients were praClifcd to defeat it* effects, that it was not followed by 9 Angle com¬ 
pliance in any one port of France, *It, however, anfwered the purpofe for which it was in¬ 
tended, of gaining time, and opening a fubjeCt of tedious and indecifive controvcrfy, until the 
French Newfoundland fleet had arrived in its refpc Clive ports. 

Indeed, the French minifter of tire marine and great advocate of the American caufe, ap¬ 
pears to have been determined, that, whatever charges of duplicity might be brought againft 
his country, they fhould not reft perfonally with hiinfeif. For, upon the propagation of cer¬ 
tain reports which tended to tlifeourage the commerce with the Americans, as if the court 
would not protect its fubjeCts in conveying the pr<*du£t$ of America in their vefiels, which 
would accordingly Irccome legal prizes to the Englifh if taken, allured the feveral chambers of 
commerce by a public inftrument, and in direCt contravention of all our navigation laws, that 
the King was determined to afford the fullcft protection to their commerce, and would reclaim 
all (hips which might be taken under that pretext. 

Upon the whole, however friendly the language and temporizing profeffions of France 
might have been at this time, her conduit was too unequivocal to impofe on any. It indeed 
required no great fagacity to difeover, that flic had an objcCt in view which was at once calcu¬ 
lated, in a very eminent degree, to flatter her ambition and forward licr mtcrefts. But fhe 
yet waited the event of the American campaign, and the completion of navai equipments, 
which were proceeding with tlic greateft diligence and in tlie moft public manner at Breft and 
Toulon, before fhe would rifque the taking an avowed and decilive part. f 

The fupine conduft of the Biitifh minifters at this period, can be reconciled to no principle 
of duty to their country, and can find no better excufe than the certain hope *.hey fondly en¬ 
tertained, that the American campaign would be attended with l'uch a complete and decifive 
fuccefs, as would effectually check all tlie defigns of France, to take a part in the difputc be¬ 
tween Great Britain and America. 

A tranfa&iou of a very extraordinary nature in the Eaft Indies, and which ended in a revo¬ 
lution, and the total fubverlioti of the eftablifhed government in our principal fcttlernent on 
the coaft of Coromandel, together with feveral fubfequent proceedings relative to it, at the 
meetings of the directors and proprietors of the Eaft India Company, occalioncd their affairs 
to become again the fubjeCt of parliamentary attention. 

The Nabob of Arcot had, from the protection and alliance of tire Eaft India Company, 
grown to very great power, and, as it was rather reaionably fufpeCted, to an uncontrouled in¬ 
fluence, not only over the natives, but even over the Britifh fettlemcnts, in the principal of 
which he had fixed Iris refidcncc, 

VoL, IV. C c 


Whatever 
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1777 Whatever foundation there might have been for the fuppofition, that this Prince pofleffed 
an undue influence at Madras, it is certain, that an enterprise which was undertaken ‘by the 
Company’s forces in that prefidcncy, in conjun&ion with thofe of the Nabob, afforded too 
much colour to fuch an opinion, and unhappily contributed its full fhare, along with other 
eaftern exorbitancies, deeply to afteft our national character both in Europe and A6a. This 
was the famous expedition to Tanjour, an entesprize which has been heard of in every part of 
the world, and which has been condemned for its cruelty and injuft ice wherever it lug 
been heard. 

Some pecuniary difputes between the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjour, furnifhed a pretext 
for the former to make war upon the latter, and the powers at Madras were eaflly prevailed 
upon to afhft their friend of Arcot. The King of Tanjour was not able to withftand the 
united force of the Company and the Nabob. After defending his capital with the utmoft 
bravery, he was at length fubdued and flrippcd of every thing but life, while his fubjefts, who 
were among the moft induftrious people Of India, experienced all the cruelty and rapacity of a 
Mahometan conqueft. 

The account of this tranfaflion, with all the circumflances of the conquefl, fpoil and ruin 
of a friend and ally, in a manner fa unexampled, excited the greateft indignation in the Com¬ 
pany, when it arrived in England. Nor were they without apprehenfions for the fafety of 
their fettlements, when they confidescd the afeendency over tire councils and aftions of their 
fervants, of which the Nabob of Arcot was now fo evidently pofieiled. 

The violent depofition of the Rajah of Tanjour, with all its circumflances, was fo contrary 
to the policy of the Company and to the fpirit of its orders, that it was immediately determin¬ 
ed to reftore him to his dominions; but this was a bufinefs of no common difficulty. The 
Company wifhed to avoid, if poflible, a quarrel with the Nabob, nor were they difpofed, in 
the prefent pofture of affairs, to urge matters to an extremity with their fervants for what was 
paft. It became necefiary, therefore, to fend fame perfon out as governor of Madras, who 
fhouk! be inverted with full powers to execute this difficult but delicate defign, and who pof- 
fefled a variety of rare qualifies equal to the important office. 

It was natural therefore for the Company to lookup to Lord Pigot, as one calculated in 
every particular, to give the moft happy effeft to all the porpofes of this commiffion. His 
former adminiftration in India had been fortunate, glorious and juft : to him the Nabob of 
Arcot was indebted for his exalted frtuation : bis civil government had been as celebrated as his 
military exploits, and his private virtues had ever won, as they well deferred, the finccrcft re¬ 
gard of all who knew him. To this important talk Lord Pigot was appointed. 

In the mean time, the Nabob was providing for every poflible as well «s expe&cd confc- 
quence of the Tanjour bufinefs. The long interval that elapfed before the arrival of Lord 
Pigot in bis government, afforded a full excrcife of his ability in intrigue. Although the prt 
which they had already taken, would neceflarily influence the conduct of the Englifh prefi¬ 
dcncy in the meafure of fecuring to him, in perpetuity, tlfe pofleffion of the kingdom of Tan¬ 
jour, be was determined to take the moft cffitQual method of fixing their intereft, by borrow¬ 
ing large fonts of money from feveral members of the council. Sec. and mortgaging the reve¬ 
nues of Tanjour to them, as a fecurhy both for the principal and a prodigious intereft of 
thirty percent. 

Lord Pigot arrived in his government about the latter end of the year 1775, and focceedcd 
io far in the execution of his commiffion, as, in fpite of the violent oppolmon he experienced, 
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*777 to rcftore to tire Rajah of Tanjour the poffeffion ofkis hereditary dominions. This meafuro 
procured him the mortal enmity of the Nabob, as wellas the moh determined oppofition with¬ 
in liis government; fo that, in order to execute the commands of the Company, he found 
himielf obliged to take a very flrong and bold mcafure, which was no !efs than to move for 
the fufpenfiott of two of the council, and which his own calling vote accompiidled. By his 
fupremc authority alfo in the fortrefs, he, for fimilar reafons, put under an urrcil Sir Robert 
Fletcher, die commander io chief of the forces. 

A violent outcry was immediately raifed by the fecluded members againft this aft, and being 
too impatient to wait the decifion of the Company On the fubjeft, they formed a fectet plot for 
feeuring the perfon of the governor, and effecting a revolution in the fsttlement, which fiiould 
give the power entirely into their own hands. This defign was fhortly after executed with a 
degree of treachery, that it is’not our bufinefs to particuiarifc or obferve upcyi. Lord Pigot 
was hurried away to a place of military confinement, where it appears, that hi- own extraor¬ 
dinary rclolution and natural fortitude alone preferred him from immediate death. 

The account of this revolution excited the greateft furpii/.e and indignation in the Company 
in general: vvhiiit tlie fate of Lord Pigot was confidcred with all tint relenunent and human'-, 
apprelienfion, which the fitualion of loch an amiable and excellent man was calculated to in- 
lpiie. The presiding faftion at Madras and the Nabob of Arcot, were not, however, with¬ 
out their friends : they were not idle on the occasion , and, to the furprite of people in ge¬ 
neral, the weight of government icancd to their fide. 

The whole of thefe tranfaftions being laid before the Eafl India proprietors at their quarterly 
court, on the 26th of March in this year, a refolution was agreed upon by a very great ma jo¬ 
rity, to recommend to the Court of Directors, to take the moil cffeftual meafurcs for reftonng 
Lord Pigot to the full cxcrcifc of the powers veiled in him by the Company as governor ot. 
Madras, and for enquiring into the conduft of the principal aftors in his imprifonment, Ac 

In canlVqucriceof this refolution, fevcral others were toon after palled 1a the Court cf !>:- 
reftors, by which Lard Pigot was reftored to the full cxercife of his powers, aryl his four 
friends who had been ejefted float the council were rein hated. It was alfo refolvcd, that fovea 
members of the council, including tlte commander in chief of the forces, had violently fub- 
verted tire government by a military force, and that they fhouid not only be fufpepdtfil from 
the Company’s fcrvicc, but be cut off from any other means of reparation, than the immediate 
aft of the Direftors. A vote of ccnfure was alfo paffed in the Coutt of Direftors, by a catling 
voice, ©u Lord Pigot’s conduft, as in fomc degree reprehensible. 

Rut while the inftru&ions were preparing to accompany thefe vefolutions, the friends of the. 
Nabob and his party, affiled by the whole power of government, induftrioufiy brought 
forward three new refolutions; the objeft of which was, to order Lord Pigot home imme¬ 
diately, to enquire into his conduft, and to recal both his friends ayd enemies in the council 
of Madras for the lime purpofe. Thefe refolutions were carried by a majority of 97 , and 
this decifion induced Governor Johnftonc to bring the buftnefs before the Houfe of Commons. 

That gentleman accordingly moved fevcral refolutions ; upon which, if carried, he intended 
to found a bill for tire better fecuring our fetdements in the Eafl Indies. Thefe refolutions 
went to a ftrong approbation of Lord Pigot’s conduft as governor, to a confirmation of thofe 
late aft* of the Company which had been parted in his favour, or in the condemnation of the 
faftion at Madras ; and to annul the refolution for his recal. I his motion, however, alter a 
great length and ability, was rejefted by a very (mail majority. 

C c a 


Or. 
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*777 On the 21 ft of February, the following memorial was prefented by Sir Jofeph York to the 

States General of Holland. . 

“ Since the commencement of the unnatural rebellion, which has broken out in the Eng¬ 
lilh colonies againft the legal conftitution of the mother country, the under-figned ambaffador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, has had frequent occafions to 
addrefs himfclf to your High Migluinefles in the name of his mailer, to engage them by all 
motives of national intereft, of good neighbourhood, of friendlhip, and finally of treaties, to 
put a Hop to the clandefline commerce which is carried on between their fubjefts and the 
rebels. If the mcafurcs which your High MightindTcs have thought proper to take, had been 
as efficacious as your affurances have been amicable, the under-figned would not now have 
been under the difagreeable neceflity of bringing to the cognizance of your High Mightineflcs, 
fails of thf moll ferrous nature. 

“ The King hath hitherto borne, with unexampled patience, the irregular conduit of your 
fubjeits in their interefted commerce at St. Eullatia, as alfo in America. His Majefty has 
always flattered himfelf, that, in giving time to your High Mightineflcs to examine to the 
bottom of this conduit, fo irregular and fo infufferablc, they would have taken the mcafurcs 
neceffary to correct the abufe, to reftrain their fubjefts within bounds, and to make them re- 
fpeft the rights and friendlhip of Great Britain. 

“ The complaints which I have orders to make to their High Mightinefies, arc founded 
upon authentic documents annexed to this memorial, where their High Mightincffes will Ice 
with aftonifhment, and, I doubt not, at the fame time, with difpjeafure, that their new go¬ 
vernor, Mr. Van Graaf, after having permitted an illicit commerce at St. Eullatia, has fo far 
forgotten his duty, as to connive at tire Americans in their hoftile equipments, and to permit 
the feizure of an Englilh vcflel, by an American pirate, within cannon Ihot of that ifland ; and 
in aggravation of the affront given to the Englilh nation, and to all the powers of Europe, to 
return from the fortrefs of his government the faiute of a rebel flag. In return to the amicable 
reprefen rations made by the governor of the neighbouring ifland of St. Chrillopher on thclc 
notorious fa£ls, Mr. Van Graaf has anfwered in a manner the moll vague and unfatisfaflory, 
refufing to enter at all into tire l'ubjefl, or into an explanation of the matter with a member of 
his Majefty’s council of St. Chriftopher’s, difpatched by the governor, for that purpole, to 
St. Eullatia. 

“ After exhibiting the documents annexed, nothing remains with me but to add, that the 
King, who had read them, not with lefs furprize than indignation, hath ordered me, to ex- 
prefsly demand of your High Mightineflcs, a formal diiavowai of the faiute by Fort Orange, 
at St. Eullatia, to the rebel Ihip, tire dilmiflion and immediate recal of Governor Van Graaf, 
and to declare further, on the part of his Majefty, that until further fatisfaftion is given, they 
are not to expeft that his Majefty will fuffer himfelf to be amufed by mere affurances, or that 
he will delay one inftant to take fuch mcafurcs as he fhatl think due to the intcrefts and dignity 
of his crown. 

“ (Signed) Joseph Yorke. 

*' Given at the Hague, February 21, 1777.” 

In anfwer to the above, the following memorial was delivered, by order of the States Ge¬ 
neral to the court of Great Britain, by the envoy extraordinary and mini Her plenipotentiary of 
their High Mightineflcs. 


“ Sire, 
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“ Sire, 

u It is with the moft profound refpeft, that the undcr-figned envoy extraordinary and- ple¬ 
nipotentiary of their High Mightiness, in confeqqence of the orders which he has received, 
has the honour to reprefent to your Majefty, that the memorial which your ambaflador hath 
preferred to their High Mightineffes on the 2ift of laft month, has touched them very fenfibly: 
that they find them{hive's obliged to makf complaint of the reproaches which are contained in 
it, as if their High Mightineffes were to be fufpefted of a will and intent of amufing your Ma¬ 
jefty by amicable affurances, which they have falfified by their afts; alfo of the menacing tone 
which reigns in that memorial, and appears to their High Mightineffes too highly drain¬ 
ed, beyond that which is ufuafly adopted and ought to take place between two fovereign 
and independent powers, and efpecially between two neighbouring powers, which have 
been, during 1'uch a length of years, united by the ties of good Jiarmany and mutual 
fricndfhip. 

*' Their High Mightineffes truft, that on all occafions, and particularly in refpeft to the 
unfortunate troubles of your Majefty’s colonies in America, they have held a conduit towards 
your Majefty, which you had a right to expeft from a good neighbour, and a friendly and 
affeftionate power. 

“ Their High Mightineffes, Sire, hold your Majefty’s friendfhip in the highcfl eftimation, 
and wifh to do every thing in their power, as far the honour and dignity of their ftate will 
permit, to cultivate it ftill more and more ; but they cannot, at the fame time, fo far reftrain 
thcmfclves, as to difguife the very poignant fenfation with which that memorial has im- 
preffed them. 

“ It is alone from the motives of demonftrating to your Majefty every poffiblc regard, and 
to prove that their High Mightineffes will not ncglcft any thing, which mav ferve to invefti- 
gatc properly the truth of the faffs, from whence the complaints made to them leem to have 
arifen, and that they have rclolved to inftitutethe moft fummary enquiry on the fubjeft repre- 
fented to them. 

“ To this end their High Mightineffes, pafling by the ordinary and ufua! form in fimiiar 
cafes, requiring a report in writing from their officers and others employed in their colonics, 
have already dilpatched their orders to the commandant of St. Euftatia, to return to the Re¬ 
public without delay, and, as foon as poffiblc, to give the nccefiary information of all that has 
palled within the ifland of St. Euftatia, and whatever may have conic to his knowledge re¬ 
lative to the American colonies and their vcffels, during the period of his command, and to 
lay hi* conduct, touching that matter, before the eyes of their High Mightineffes. 

“ The undcr-figned is charged, by his orders, to bring the information of this retolution 
to your Majefty, as alio that their High Mightineffes make no difficulty of difavowing, in the 
moft; exprefs manner, every aft or mark of honour which may have been given by their of¬ 
ficers or any of their fervants, to the veffcls of your Majefty’s colonics of North America ; or 
that they may give hereafter; fo far as thofe afts or marks of honour may be of fuch a nature, 
as that it may lie concluded from them, that it is thereby intended, in die lead degree, to re¬ 
cognize the independence of thofe colonies. 

“ The undcr-figned is affo further charged to inform your Majefty, that their High Migh¬ 
tineffes have, in confequence, given their orders to their governors and councils in the Weft 
Indies, and have enjoined them afrcih, in the tlrongcft terms, to obferve exaftly the placards 

and 
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J777 and orders againft the exportation of military ftores to the American Colonies of your Majef- 
ty, and to fee them executed with the utmoft rigour. 

“ (Signed) 

“ Dated London, March 26, 1777.” Welof.ren. 

About this time, there was publilhed at Peterfburgh an account of tire commerce of that 
city for thirty years and upwards, taken up at t^c year 1724; of which we have felefted only 
the following, as fufficient to fliew the great fluftuation of their trade during that period. 


Roubles . 

In the year 1724, the cuftoms of that city produced only 10,335 

1726, they exceeded — — 84,695 

1741, from particular events, they fell in this year to 11,000 

. . 1752, they produced, — ■ — 203,754 

1754, the cuftoius amounted to — 768,058 

1757, they brought in — — 1,000,713 


On the 17th of October in this year. Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his army of 5,600 
men, ordnance, {lores, camp equipage, &c. furrendered, on convention, prifoners of wai to 
Major General Gates, commander in chief of the American army, at Saratoga. 

Congrefs (which was now removed to York Town, Pcnnfylvania) came to a refolution, on 
the 22d of November, not to treat wyth Great Britain upon any terms, unlefs the independ¬ 
ence of America was firft acknowledged: this being totally reje&ed, they applied to the Court 
of France for affiftance to eftablifh their independence ; and, on the 24th of December preli¬ 
minary articles of a treaty between that country and America were agreed upon at Palis, and 
fent to Congrefs on the 27th of the fame month. 

Returns made from the poor rates to Parliament, ftated to be from Eafter 1775, to Eaftrr 
1776. £. s. d. 


Money raifed in England, —- 

— 

ON 

<3 

Cr 1 

OO 

0 

0 

-..-.Wales, — 

— 

40,731 

»4 

7 


T otal. 

1,720,316 

14 

7 

Money expended on the poor in England, 


i>S 2 3> i6 3 

12 

7 

-.... ... • .... Wales, 


33,640 

*3 

8 


Total, 

1,556,804 

6 

3 

The county rates of England amounted to 


1 3 1 > 3®7 

18 

11 

- - .-.I.—.Wales were - 


6,268 

11 

9 


Total, 

i 37 » 6 5 & 

IO 

8 


In moil of the northern counties the rates are raifed feparately, and, therefore, are not in¬ 
cluded in thefe returns. 

Rents, &c. Litigation. 

r, d. s. d. 

38,176 4 O -- 33,935 18 o 

a, 120 10 7 — 1*136 2 8 

Total, 80,296 14 <f Total, 35,072 o 8 

From 
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1777 From a furvey lately made by order of the French King, and laid before the fupreme coun¬ 
cil at Paris, eftablifhed for the improvement of the French Weft India fettle ments, it .appear¬ 
ed, that the number of flaves in their iflands, at this period, were as follows: 


St. Domingo, 
Martinico, 
Gaudaloupe, 
St. Lucia, 
Cayenne, 


Slaves. 

240,000 

75,000 

64,000 

4,000 

3.500 


Total, 386,500 


to fuppty the annual deficiency of which number, an annual importation of 20,000 negroes 
was afferted to be neceffary. 

In the courfe of this year, there was imported into London from Newcaftle and Sunder¬ 
land, 692,0935: chaldrons of coals, and 7,015 chaldrons of cinders and Scotch coals: 4,792 
fhips from the fame places were alfo cleared at the cuftora-houfe, 4,390 of which were coaft- 
wife, and-402 for foreign ports. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal affent in the courfe 
of this year. 

To enable his Majefty to detain and fecure perfons charged with high treafon in America, 
or on the feas for piracy. 

To enable the Lords of the Admiralty to grant letters of marque to private fhips of wai or 
merchant lhips, to make rcprifals on all fhips belonging to the American colonics, in aflual 
rebellion againft Great Britain. 

For regulating the affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in Europe as in India, fo far 
as relates to altering the time for the choice of Dire&ors. 

To enlarge Mr. Hartley’s patent, for his invention of iron plates to prevent the fatal con- 
fequ^nces of fares. 

For improving the navigation of the river Thames from London-bridge to Staines. 

For building a bridge over the river Severn, near Glouceftcr. 

For preventing frauds in combing wool. , 

For continuing the duty on beer in the town of Burnt Ifland, in Scotland. 

For preventing frauds in the meafurement of coals. 

T o prevent frauds by venders of tea, detrimental to the revenues of excifc. 

For allowing a drawback on tea exported to Ireland. 

To prohibit, for a further limited time, the importation of foreign wrought lilks and velvets. 

To fccurcto engravers their property in the engraving branch. 

For allowing certain quantities of wheat to be exported to the Weft Indies. 

To prevent the clandeftine praSice of unfhipping goods from on board Eaft India lhips. 

For fecuring the duties on foap and rum imported from the colonies. 

For allowing the exportation of tobacco pipe clay to the Weft India Iflands. 

For fettling the hours of labour, and the prices of taking apprentices, in the hat manu- 
faftory, . 


To 
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777 To allow the caiJico printers and dyers to employ journeymen who have not ferved a regular 
apprenticcfhip to the faid trade. 

For a better fupply of mariners and feamen for manning the royal navy. 

To enlarge the powers of an aft, for making a navigable cut or canal, from the river Dee 
near Chefter, to Nantwich and Middlewicli, in Chefhirc. 

For regulating the duties on damaged currant? and prunes imported. 

For granting certain duties on auftioneers, &c. 

For continuing the encouragement of making indigo in the plantations, &c. 

For regiftering the grants of life annuities, and for the better proteftion of infants againft 
fuch grants. 

To extend the provifions of an aft for negociating promiflory notes, and inland bills of ex¬ 
change, tp a certain fum. * 

[Of the annuity aft, and that for reftraining the negotiation of bills of exchange, we fhall 
give the following abftrafts]. 

“ Thefirft, after reciting in the preamble, that the pernicious praftice of railing money by 
the fale of life annuities, hath, of late years, greatly encreafed, and is much promoted by the 
fecrecy with which fuch tranfaftions are condufted ; it is enafted, that a memorial of all deeds, 
bonds, &c. for granting life annuities, fhall, within twenty days of the execution thereof, be 
enrolled in chancery; which fhall contain the date, names of the parties, witncfTes, &c. and 
fhall fet forth the annual fum or fums to be paid, and the name of the perfon or perfons for 
■whofe life or lives the annuity is granted, and the confideration or confiderations of granting 
the fame; otlierwife every fuch deed, bond, &c. fhall be void. 

“ It further enafts, that before judgment fhall be entered of record upon any warrant of at¬ 
torney for recovering any annuity already granted, and before execution fhall be fued out, &c. 
on any judgment already entered, a memorial fhall be enrolled as aforefaid; otherwife all 
the proceedings in the aftions to be void. 

“ It alfo enafts, that all future deeds for granting annuities, fhall contain the confideration 
and the names of the parties, in words at length : and that if any part of the confideration 
fhall be returned; or, in cafe the confideration, or any part of it, is paid in notes, if any of 
the notes fhall not be paid when due, or fhall be cancelled or deftroyed without being firfl. 
paid or if the confideration, or any part of it, is paid in goods; or if any part of the confi- 
•deration is retained on pretence of anfwering the future payments of the annuity, or any other 
pretence ; the court may order the deed to be cancelled, and the judgment, if any has been 
entered, to be vacated.” 

It next contains direftions relating to the enrollment of memorials and the clerks fees. 

“ It then enafts, that all contrafts for the pnrehafe of annuities, with any perfon under 
twenty-one years of age, fhall be void ; ani that any perfon who fhall procure or folicit any 
minor to grant an annuity, or to make oath, or give his or her word of honour or folcinn pro- 
mife, that he or fhe will not plead infancy, or make any other defence againft the demand of 
any fuch annuity, fhall be punifhed by fine or imprifonment. 

“ It alfo enafts, that folicitors, feriveners, brokers, &c. who fhall take more than tos. 
per cent, for procuring money for annuities, fhall be punifhed by fine or imprifonment; and 
that the perfon or perfons who fhall have paid or given any fum or fums of money, gratuity or 
reward, fhall he deemed a competent witnefs or witneffes to prove the fame, &c. 


The 
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1777 The aft for reftraining the negotiation of bills, &c. recites, “ that by an aft of the fifteenth 
of this prefent reign, all negotiable promilfory notes, &c, iflfucd after the 24th of June, 1775, 
for lefs than 20s. were made void, and that all fuch notes iflued before that time were then 
made payable on demand.” 

It adds, “ that the laid afts had been attended with very falutary effefts; and fuppofes, 
that if the provifions therein contained, were extended to a further fum, (but yet with¬ 
out prejudice to the convenience arifing to the public from the negotiation of promif- 
fory notes, he. for the remittance of money in difeharge of any balance of account) the 
good purpofe of the find aft would be further advanced. The legiilaturc, therefore, have 
continued the prohibition of notes, he. for any Id’s fum than 20s., and cnafted, that from 
and after the 24th of June, 1777, till the firfl day of January, 1778, all notes for any fum 
. between one and five pourds, (half be liable to payment on demand, whatever be the condi¬ 
tions contained in the faid notes, he.” 

It alio cnafts, “ that from and after the firft day of January, 1778, all negotiable promil- 
forv notes, See. for 20s. and lefs than 5I. fhall be made payable at twenty-one days after date ; 
and each indorfement thereon lliall fpecify the name and place of abode of the perfon to wliofc 
order the money is to he paid ; and that the figning of every fuch note, he. or any indorfe¬ 
ment on it, Hull be attefted by one fubferibing witnefs at the lead.” 

The following are the forms of promilfory notss and drafts, and of indorfements, taken 
from the fchcdule annexed to this aft. 


( N°. I. ) 


[ Place] [Day] [ Afonth ] 

Twenty-one days after date, I promile to pay to A. B. of 
or his order, the lum of , for value received by 

Witnefs, E. F. 

And the indorfement, toties quoties. 

[Day] of [Month] 

Pay the contents to G. II. [Place] -or his order. 


Witnefs, J. K. 


( N°. II. ) 

[Place 3 [Day] 


[Month] 

Twenty-one days after date, pay to A. B. of [Place] 

fum of , value received, as advifcd by 


To E. F. of 
Witnefs, G. H. 

And the indorfement, toties quoties. 

[Day] [Month] 

Pay the contents to J. K. of [Place] or his order. 

Witnefs, L. M. 


IrearJ 

[Place ] 


C. D. 


[rear] 


A. B. 


[ Pear ] 

or his order, the 


C. D. 


[Tear] 


A. B. 


D d 


Vol. IV. 


Supi-ur s 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year:— 

For 45,000 feamen, including 10,129 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, &e. — 

Towards building and repairing fhips, &c. — — 

Towards difcharging the navy debt, — — 

On account of Greenwich Hofpital, j- — 

For 20,734 effective land-forces, fee. —- — 

Tor the pay of the general and llaff-officers, &c. — — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Africa, See. 
For the difference of pay between the Britifh and Irifli cflabliihments. 
For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar, &c. — 

For the Charge of 12,677 Heffian troops, &c. and fubfidy, —- 

For a regiment of foot of Hanau, — — — 

Ditto of Waldeck, — — — — 

Ditto of Heffian chafleurs, with the fubfidy, . —- —-. 

Ditto of Hanau ditto, . 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 1,285 Anfpachers, including artillery, &c. — 

For provifions for the foreign troopfe in America, — 

For making good the fum voted laft feffion for the Heffian troops. 
Ditto, for ditto, — — — j* 

Ditto for the Hanau foot, — — — 

Ditto for foreign troops, for the year 1776, — — 

For foreign artillery, &c. —- — — 

For the Heffian ditto, —- — _ 

For die Hanau ditto, 

For the Waldeck ditto, — — — 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Cbclfca Hofpital, &c. — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, &e. 
For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — 

For penfions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 

Towards defraying the extraordinarics of the army, he. — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, &c. 

For fervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1776, 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britan 
For the civil cftablifhment of the illand of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, . —- — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, —- —• — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Scnegambia, — ■ — — 

On account of general furveys in North America, 

To the truftees of the Britifh Mufcum, — — 

Carried forward. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

2,340,000 

0 

0 

400,805 

2 

JO 

465,500 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

648,009 

16 

S 

1 *>473 

18 

64 

949,720 

11 

3 

47.178 

0 

3 

56.074 

*9 

4 

336 , 93 2 

1 

64 

18,181 

*S 

64 

* 7.370 

1 

24 

36,728 

11 

H 

16,326 

10 

*4 

93-947 

*5 

8 

39,588 

n 

4f 

41,427 

*7 

7 -'- 

6,6x7 

5 

34 

3 - 39 ° 

18 

44 

i.o *3 

16 

10 

5 >* 5 2 

12 

01 

26,053 

7 

4 

* 3.972 

16 

0 

3 . 3 8 3 

6 

8 

403 

*9 

94 

*05,279 

*3 

9 

93,616 

8 

4 

754 

12 

1 

37 ° 

0 

0 

1,200,024 

1 

74 

320,111 

18 

11 

272,705 

18 

1 

1, 6,997 

*3 

7 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,8:6 

0 

0 

4.596 

TO 

5 

5 . 95 o 

O 

0 

5.900 

O 

0 

5.550 

O 

0 

2.993 

5 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

8,616,919 

6 

8' 
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Brought over,' 

For difeharging certain unfatisfied claims relative to the laft German war. 
For the relief of fuch American civil officers as have fuffered from their 
attachment to his Majefty’s government, — — 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for the expence of convifts on the Thames, 
To make good to his Majefty the, like fum iffued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrefles of the Houfe of Commons, 

For repairing, &c. Britith forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 
For printing journals, &c. — — — 

To George White, Efq. fdr expences incurred relative to enquiries 
made into the ftate of the poor of this kingdom, — 

Towards difeharging certain Exchequer bills, — 

Towards difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, — 

To dilchargc the arrears and debts owing upon the civil lift on Janu¬ 
ary 5, 1777 . _ 

It was alfo refolved, “ That for the better fupport of his Majefty’s 
houfehold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown, there be 
granted to his Majefty during his life, out of the aggregate fund, the 
clear yearly fum of ioo,oool. to commence from the 5th of June, 1777, 
over and above the fum of 800,oool. granted by an aft made in the ill 
year of his prefent Majefty’s reign.] 

For difeharging the priics of the lottery of 1776, — 

To make good the deficiency of certain grants for the fervicc of 1776, 
Ditto of the fund for paying certain annuities, — 

Ditto in the land-tax, — —- — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — — — 

Total Supplies, 


8,616,919 

6 

8J- 

r, 41,820 

H 

5 

3 2 .934 

16 

6 

1,879 

10 

6 

13,060 

a 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

*500 

0 

0 

i,5bo,6oo 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

618,340 

9 

6 


The Ways and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplics. 
Duty on malt, — —* — 

Land tax at 4s. — — — 

From the finking fund, _ —- —- 

By certain furplufles and revenues in ditto, —- — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By annuities and lottery, — -*■ — 

By Exchequer bills, — — —• 

By furplufles of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, 

By ditto, — — - - —' 

By duties on gum Senegal and gum Arabic, &c. — 

By monies paid into the Exchequer by the executors of the late Lord 
Holland, — — — — 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Supplies granted, — 

Exccfs of provifions, •— 

Dd a 


500,000 

0 

0 

61,288 

7 

G 

44.599 

l 3 

4 ' 

250,000 

0 

c 

200,000 

0 

0 

I2 > 8 95»543 

0 

2 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

7 50,000 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

1,939,636 

5 

9l 

295,83a 

18 


760,363 

! 4 

2f 

5,500,000 

0 

O 

1,500,000 

0 

Q 

3 - 9«9 


7 

2 . 39 1 

0 

7 

2.391 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

I2 » 95 2 »534 

1 z 


12,895,543 

0 


56,992 

12 




The 
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A. U. 

1777 The vote of' credit for one million, granted this feffion, for the future army extras, 

and cxpence of, and lofs by coinage, is charged in the next aids. 

It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public’debt 
funded this year, amounts to five millions; the intereft of which, at £. s. d. 

4 per cent, per annum, is — — — 200,000 o o 

Together with the additional annuity of 10s, per cent, per annum, for 
ten years, which amounts to — — — 25,000 o o 

T otal amount, 225,000 o o 


This €um (by a£ls palled in purfuance of feveral refolutions of May 15, 1777) was raifed 
in the following manner 

By a tax of one guinea each on aU male fervants not employed in 
agriculture, hufbandry, or trade, — — 100,000 o o 

By additional duties on glafs, — .— — 45,000 o o 

By additional ftamp duties, — — — 55>ooo o o 

By a duty on au&ionccrs, and on goods fold by auftion, 37,500 o o 


«■ Total of new taxes, 

From whence is to be dedufted the annual produce of the plate duty, 
which was repealed, —- — — — 

Remained, 


237.500 o o 

12,000 O O 

225.500 O o 


The number of chriftcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 10, 1776, to December 16, 1777, is as follows : 

Chriftened, males 9,338 Buried, males 11,768 

—————females 8,962 -females 11,566 

18,300 23,334 

By the bill of mortality for Norwich, for this year, the numbers were, 


Chriftened, Males, 
Females, 

704 

585 

Buried, Males, 
Females, 

502 

494 


1,289 


996 


At Whitehaven,— chriftcnings, 237 ; burials, 207; marriages, 92. 

At Whitby,—ebriftenings, 278; burials, 219; marriages, 100. 

At Manchcfter,—chriftcnings, 1,513, burials, 864; marriages, 577. 

At Liverpool.—chriftcnings, 1,224; burials, 1760; marriages, 455. 

1778 At the commencement of this year, the critical fituation of affairs, both foreign and domef- 
tic, very powerfully engaged the public attention, and time was pregnant with events that de¬ 
manded the whole of it. France was now on the eve of throwing off the inafk and taking a 
decided part in the American war. On the thirtieth of January, a treaty of commerce was 

figned 
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1778 figned between that court and America, and on the fixth of February, a treaty of alliance 
eventual and defenfive was concluded, at Paris, between his Moft Chriftian Majefty, Louis 
the Sixteenth, and the thirteen United States of America: as thefe treaties eventually effefled 
a revolution, which, in all its circumftances, has not a parallel in the hiftory of the world, 
we fhall infert them at large. 

“ Article I. A firm, inviolable, and,univerfal peace, and a true and fincere friendfhip, fliall 
fubfift between the Moft Chriftian King, his heirs and fucceflbrs, and the United States of 
America, as well as between his Moft Chriftian Majefty’s fubjefts and tlrofe of the laid States; 
as alfo between the people, iflands out and inhabitants of all clafles, without any exception to 
perfons or places. The conditions mentioned in the prefcnt treaty, fliall be perpetual and per¬ 
manent between tire Moft Chriftian King, his heirs and fucccllbrs, and the faid United 
States. • , 

“ II. The Moft Chriftian King and the United States mutually engage, not to grant any 
particular favour to other nations, refpefling commerce and navigation, which lhall not be 
immediately made known to the other party ; and i'uch nation fhall enjoy that far our gratui- 
toufly, if the conceflioir is fuch, or in granting the fame compenfalion, if the conceflion is 
conditional. 

“ HI. The fubjefls of the Moft Chriftian King fliall not pay, in the ports, harbours, roads, 
countries, iflands, cities, and places of the Unirsd States, any greater duties or impofts, of 
what nature foever they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than fuch as the 
moft favoured nation fhallpay; and they lhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, im¬ 
munities, and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in pafling 
from one port of the faid States to another, or in going thitlier, or in returning from or going 
to any part of the world whatever, as the faid nations may or fhall enjoy. 

“ The fubjefls, people, and inhabitants of the faid United States,, or each of them, fliall 
not pay, in the ports, harbours, roads, illands, cities, and places, within the dominions of 
his Moft Chriftian Majefly in Europe, any greater duties or impofts, of what nature foever 
they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than the moft favourite nation are or 
fhall be bound to pay ; and they fhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, piiviieges, immunities, 
and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in pafling from one 
port to another of the faid dominions of the Moft Chriftian King in Europe, or in going thi¬ 
ther, or in returning from or going to any part of the world whatever, as the faid nations may 
or fliall enjoy. 

“ V. In the above exemption is particularly comprifed the impofition of iood. per ton, cf- 
. tablifhcd in France upon foreign fliips : excepting when the Ihips of the United States fhall 
load with French merchandizes in one port of France for another in the faid kingdom, in 
which cafe the faid fliips of the faid United States fhall difeharge the ufuai rights, fto long as 
the moft favourite nations fhall be obliged to do the fame; nevcrthelefs, the faid United States, 
or any 6f theni, fhall be at liberty to eftablifli, whenever they fhall think proper, a right equi¬ 
valent to that in queftion, in the fame cafe as it is eftabliihed in the ports of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty. 

“ VI. The Moft Chriftian King fliall ufe all the means in his power to protefl and defend 
all the fhips and cffefls belonging to the fubjefls, people, and inhabitants of the faid United 
-States, and of each of them which fhall be in his ports, harbours, or roads, or in the leas 
near liis territories, countries, ifles, cities, and places; and lhall ufe every effort to recover 

and 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


1778 re {lore to the lawful proprietors, their agents or order, all the {hips and cffefts which fhall be 
taken within his jurifdiftion ; and his Aloft Chriftian Majefty’s Ihips of war, or other con¬ 
voys, failing under his authority, lhall take, on every*occafion, under their protection the 
{hips belonging to the fubjefts, people, and inhabitants of the laid United States, or any of 
them, which lhall keep the fame courfe and make the fame route, and defend the faid {hips, fa 
long as they {hall keep the fame courfe and male the fame route, againft every attack, force, 
or violence, in the fame manner as they are bound to defend and proteft the Ihips belonging 
to the fubjefts of his Moil Chriftian Majefty. 

“ VII. In like manner the faid United States, and their Ihips of war failing under their 
authority, {hall proteft and defend, agreeable to the contents of the preceding article, all the 
{hips and cffefts belonging to the Moft Chriftian King, and lhall ufe all their efforts to re¬ 
cover an&reftorc the faid {hips and cffefts, which lhall be taken within the extent of the ju- 
rifdiftion of the faid United States, or either of them. 

“ VIII. The Moft Chriftian King will employ his endeavours and mediation with the 
King or Emperor of Morocco or Fez, with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, or 
any of them, as well as with every other Prince, State, or Power of the Barbary coail in Africa, 
and with the fubjefts of-the faid King, Emperor, States, and Powers, and each of them, to 
fecure, as fully and effectually as poffible, to the advantage, convenience, and fecurity of the 
faid United States, and each of tlierv. as alfo their fubjefts, people, and inhabitants, their 
{hips and effects, againft violence, infuit, attack, or depredation, on the part of the faid Bar¬ 
bary Princes and States, or their fubjefts. 

“ IX. The fubjefts, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of Ihips, mailers, and Teamen, 
of the ftates, provinces, and dominions of the two parties, lhall reciprocally refrain from, 
and avoid fifhing in any of the places poffeffcd, or which fhall be poffeffed, by the other party. 
The fubjefts of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, {hall riot fall in the harbours, bays, creeks, roads, 
and places, which the faid United States poftefs, or {hall hereafter pollel's; and in the fame 
manner the fubjefts, people, and inhabitants of the faid United Stares,' lhall not filli in the 
harbours, bays, creeks, roads, coafts, and places,, which his Moft Chriftian Majefty aftually 
poffeffes, or lhall hereafter poffefs; and if any fhip or veffel lhall be furprifed lifhing, in viola¬ 
tion of the prefent treaty, the fame fhip or veil'd and its cargo lhall, upon clear proof, he cou- 
fifeated. Provided the exclufion ftipulated in the prefent article lhall {land good only fo long 
as the King and the United States fhall not fuffer it to be enjoyed by any other nation 
whatever. 

“ X. The United States, their citizens and inhabitants, fliall never difturb the fubjefts of 
the Moft Chriftian King in the enjoyment and cxercife of the right of fithing on the batiks of 
Newfoundland, arty more than in the unlimited and exclufive enjoyment they poffefs on that 
part of the coafts of that ifland, as fpecilicd in the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the rights relative 
to all and each of the ifles which belong to his Moft Chriftian Majefty ; the whole conform¬ 
able to the true fenfe of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris. 

“ XI. The fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid United States, or any of them, {hall not be 
eonfidered as foreigners in France, and, confequently, fhall be exempt from the right of ef- 
eheatage, or any other fuch like right, under any name whatever; they may, by will, dona¬ 
tion, or otherwife, difpofe of their goods, moveables, and fixtures, in favour of whom they 
{hall pleafe; and their heirs, fubjefts of the faid United States, refident in France or elfcwherc, 
{hall fucceedto tli.em, ab inttftat, without being obliged to obtain letters of naturalization, and 
3 without 
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1778 without being expofed to any moleftation or hindrance, under pretence of any rights or prero- . 
gatives of provinces, cities, or private peribns; and the laid heirs, either by particular title, 
or ab inlcjlat , fhall be exempt from all right of detra&ion or other right of that kind, provid¬ 
ed that fitch or the like local rights are not eftablifhcd by the faid United States, or any of 
them. The fubje&s of the Moil Chriftian King ihali enjoy, on their fide, in all the domi¬ 
nions of the faid States, an entire and perfeft reciprocation with refpeft to the flipulations in¬ 
cluded in the prefent article. 

“ But it is at the fame time agreed, that the contents of this article (hat! not affett the laws 
made in France againft emigrations, or fuch as may be made hereafter, fuch being left in their 
full force and vigour; the United States, on their fide, or any of them, fhall be free to make 
fuch laws refpefling that matter as they fhall judge proper. * 

“ XII. The merchant fh:ps of both parties, which fhall be bound to any port, belonging 
to a power then an encm\ of the other ally, and of which the voyage, or nature of its cargo 
fhall give juft fufpicions, fhall be bound to produce, either on the high feas, or in ports and 
harbours, not only their paffports, but alfo certificates, which fhall exprefsly ftate, that their 
cargoes are not of prohibited and contraband wares. 

“ XIII. if the contents of the faid certificates lead to a difeovery, that the fhip carries pro¬ 
hibited and contraband merchandizes, configtied to an enemy’s port, it fhall not be permitted 
to open the hatches of the faid fhip, nor any cafe, clieft, trunk, bale, calk or other cafes, con¬ 
tained therein, or to difplacc or remove the leaf! part of the merchandize, whether the fhip be¬ 
longs to the Moil Chriftian King, or to the inhabitants of the United States, until the cargo 
has been landed in the pretence of the officers of the Admiralty, and an inventory taken of 
them ; but they fhall not be permitted to fell, exchange, or dilpofe of the fliips or cargoes, in 
any manner whatever, until a fair and legal enquiry has been made, the 1 contraband declared, 
and the court of Admiralty fhall have pronounced the confil'cation by judgment, ncverthclcfs 
without prejudice of ihips or cargoes, which, by virtue of this treaty, fhall b,e conlldercd as 
free. It lhall not be permitted to retain merchandizes, under pretence that they were found 
among contraband goods, and ftill Id's to confifcate them as legal prizes. In cafe where a part 
only, and not the whole of the cargo, confifts ofcontraband articles, and that the commander 
of the fhip confents to deliver up to the captor what fhall be difeovered, then the captain, who 
fhall have made the prize, after having received thofc articles, fhall immediately rcleafe the 
fhip, and in no manner prevent it from purfuing its voyage; but in cafe that the whole of the 
contraband articles cannot be all taken into the velTcl of the capthr, then the captain of fuch 
vcflcl fhall remain mafter of his prize, notwithftanding the offer to give up the contraband 
goods, and tondufl the fhip into the neareft port, conformably to what is above fpccified. 

“ XIV. It is agreed, on the contrary, that every thing that fhall be found embatked by the 
refpeflive fubjefts, in fhips belonging to the enemies of the other party, or their fubjefts, 
fhall be confifcated, without regard to their being prohibited or not, in the fame manner as if 
they belonged to the enemy; excepting, however, fuch cfteSs ‘and merchandizes as had been 
put on board the faid Blips before the declaration of war, or even after the faid declaration, if 
they were ignorant of it at the time of loading ; fo that the merchandizes of the fubjefts of 
both parties, whether they be found amortg contraband goods or otherwife, which, as hath 
been juft mentioned, fhall have been put on board a fhip belonging to the enemy, before the 
war, or even after the faid declaration, when unknown to them, fhall not be, in any manner, 
fubjeft to confifcation, but fhall be faithfully and truly reftored, without delay, to the owners 

who 
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1778 who fhall claim them : it muft, however, be underftood, that it will not be permitted to carry 
contraband goods into an enemy’s ports. The two contrafling parties agree, that after the 
expiration of two months from the declaration of war, their refpeftive fubjefts, from what 
part of the world foever they lhall come, lhall not be permitted to plead ignorance of the quef- 
tion in this article. 

“ And in order the more effeftually to fecurc the fubjefts of the two contrafting parties 
from receiving any prejudice from the fhips ol war or privateers of either party, orders flial! be 
given to all captains of fhips of his Moft Chriflian Majcfly and the faid United States, and to 
all their fubjefts, to avoid offering infult or doing damage to the fhips of either party ; and 
whoever fhall aft contrary to tliefe orders, fhal! be punilhed for it, and i hall be bound and 
obliged 1 ^erfonally, in their own effefts, to repair all fuch damages and lolfes. 

“ XVI. All fhips and merchandizes of what natutc foever, which lhall be taken out of the 
hands of pirates on the high feas, fliall be conduftcd into ionic port of the two Hates, and ihali 
be committed to the care of the officers of the faid port, in order that they may be entirely 
reftored to the right owner, as foon as fuch property fliall be fully and clearly proved. 

“ XVII. The fhips of war of his mofl Chriflian Majcfly, and thofe of the United Stales, 
as well as privateers fitted out by their fubjefts, fhall be at full liberty to conduft where they 
pleafe fuch prizes as they fliall take from the enemy, without being amenable to the jurifUic- 
tion of their admirals or admiralty, or any- other power; and the faid vefTcls or prizes, entering 
into the harbours or ports of liis moft Chriflian Majefty, or thofe of the laid United States, 
fhall be neither flopped nor feized, nor fliall the officers of fuch places enquire into the vali¬ 
dity of the faid prizes, but fhall be permitted to depart freely and at full liberty, to fuch places 
as direfted in the commiffions, which llic captains of the laid fhips fhall be obliged to produce. 
And, on the contrary, they fliall neither give fccuvity nor retreat, in their ports or harbours, 
to any prizes made on the fubjefts of his Majefty, or the faid United States; and, if fuch fhall 
be found, to enter their ports, through ftorms or dangers of the fca, they fhall be obliged to 
depart as foon as poffiblc. 

“ XVIII. Should a fhip belonging to either of the two States, or their fubjefts, run a- 
ground, be wrecked, or fufftr other damages, upon the coafts belonging to one of the two 
parties, they fliall give all friendly aid and affiftance to fuch as ate in danger, and take every 
method to fecure their fttfe paflage, and return to their own country. 

“ XIX. When the fubjefts and inhabitants of one of the two parties with their fhips, whe¬ 
ther men of war, privateers, or merchantmen, fliall be forced by foul weather, by the pur- 
fuits of pirates or enemies, or bv any other urgent neceffity, to feek flielter and refuge, to run 
into and enter fome river, bay, road, or port belonging to one of the two parties, they flial^ 
be received and treated with humanity and kindnefs, and fhall enjoy all the friendfhip, pro- 
teftion and affiftance, and fliall be permitted to procure rcfrcflinients, provifions and every 
thing necefiary for their fubfiftcnce, for the repairing of their fhips, and to enable them to 
purfue their voyage, paying a reafonable price for every thing; and they fliall not be detained 
in any manner, nor prevented quitting the faid ports or roads, but fhall be permitted to depart 
at plcafurc, without any obftacle or impediment. 

“ XX. In order the better to promote the commerce of the two parties, it is agreed, that 
in cafe a war fhould commence between the two faid nations, fix months fhall be allowed, 
after the declaration of war, to the merchants living in their towns and cities, to colleft and 
tranfport their merchandize; and, ifanypartof them fliall be ftolcn or damaged, during th e 
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1778 time above prefcrlbed by either of the two parties, their people or fubjefts lhall be obliged to 
make full and perfeft fatisfaftion for the fame. 

“ XXT. No fubjeft of the Mod; Chriftian King fhall take a commiffion, or letters of 
marque, to arm any Ihip or vefll-I, to aft as a privateer againft the faid United States, or any 
of them, or againft their fubjefts, people or inhabitants, or againft their property, or that of 
the inhabitants of any of them, from any 'Prince whatever, with whom the faid United States 
fhall be at war. In like manner, no citizen, fubjeft or inhabitant of the faid United States, 
or any of them, fhall demand or accept any commiffion or letters of marque, to arm any thins 
or veffels, to aft againft the fubjefts of his Moil Chriftian Majclfy, or any of them, or then- 
property, from any Prince or State whatever, with whom his faid Majefty may be at war; and 
if any of the two nations fhall take fuch commiffions or letters of marque, they fhall be pu¬ 
nched as pirates. ' 

“ XXli. No foreign privateer, not belonging to fome fubjeft of his Moil Chriftian Ma¬ 
jefty, or to a citizen of the faid United States, which ihall have a commiffion from any Prince 
or power at war with one of the two nations, lhall be permitted to arm their blips in the ports 
of one of the two parties, nor to fell their prizes, nor to char their fliips, in any manner 
whatever, of their merchandizes, or any part of their cargo ; they fhall not even be permitted 
to purchafb any other provifions, than fuch as are neccffuy to carry them to tire ncareft port 
of the Prince or State of whom they hold their corftmillion. 

“ XXII 1 . All and each of the fubjefts of the Moft Chriftian King, as well as the citizens, 
people and inhabitants of the faid United States, ftiall.be permitted to work their veffels in full 
liberty and fccurity, without any exception being made thereto, on account of the proprietors 
of merchandizes oil board the faid veffels, coming from any poit whatever, and deftined for 
fome place belonging to a power aftually an enemy, or which may become fuch, of his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty or the United States. It lhall be equally permitted to the fubjefts and in¬ 
habitants above-mentioned, to navigate their fhips and merchandizes, and 10 frequent, with 
• the fame liberty and fccurity, the places, pbrts and havens of the powers, enemies to the two 
contracting parties, or one of them, without oppofition or moieftation, and to trade with 
them, not only directly from ports of the enemy to any neutral poit, but alfo from one port 
of the enemy to another of the fame, whether under the jurifdiftion of one or more ; and it 
is flipulated by the prefent ticaty, that all free veffels fhall equally enjoy the liberty of trade, 
and that every thing lhall be judged free which is found on board tile ftiips belonging to the 
fubjefts of one of the contracting parties, even though the cargo, or part of it, flioulJ belong 
to the enemies of one of them ; excepting always, however, all contraband goods. It is equally 
agreed, that the fame liberty fhall extend to perfons onboard fuch free ftiips, even though they 
fhall he enemies to one of the two contracting parties, and lhall not be taken from the laid 
fhips, unlefs in arms, and aftually in the enemy’s fervice. 

“ XXIV. This free navigation and commerce is extended to aft forts of merchandizes, ex¬ 
cepting only fuch as fhall be deemed contraband or prohibited, and under fuch denomination 
are comprehended arms, cannon, bombs, with their fufees and other appurtenances, bullets, 
powder, matches, pikes, fwords, lances, daits, halberts, mortars, pounds, granadcs, faltpctrc, 
fufils, balls, bucklers, cafqucs, cuiraftes, coats of mail, and other arms ot that kind, proper 
for the defence of foldicrs ; gun-locks, fhouidcr-belts, horfes and their trappings, and all other 
inftruments of war whatever. Tlie following merchandizes arc not to be conhdered as con¬ 
traband or prohibited, viz. all foils of cloths, and other woollen fluffs, linen, Idk, cetton. 
Vox. IV. K e »- r 
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375S or other fucb matters; all forts of cloaths, with the materials of which they are ufuaily made; 
gold or filvcr, either in fpecic or otherwife, pewter, iron, lattcn, copper, hrafs, coals, and 
even wheat and barley, and all other forts of grain and'roots; tobacco and ail forts of fpices, 
failed and dried provifions, dried fill), chcclc and butter, beer, oil, wine, fugar, and all kinds 
of fait, and in general, all kinds of provifions ncccflary for the nourilhment of man, and for 
the fupport of life ; alfo all forts of cotton, hemp, linen, pitch, tar, cords, tables, fails, can¬ 
vas for fails, anchors, parts of anchors, malts, planks, timber and wood of all kinds, and all 
other things piopcr lor the building and repairing of lhips, and other matters wliatfoevcr, 
which arc not in the form of warlike inftruments for lea or land, lhall not be reputed contra- 
!*»nd, much lets fuch as are already prepared for other ufes. All the articles above-mentioned 
are to be comprifed among the free articles of mcichandizc, as well as all the other merchan¬ 
dizes and&flcds which are not comprifed and particularly named in the lift of contraband mer¬ 
chandizes ; fo that they may be tranfported and concluded in the freeft manner, by the fub- 
jeds of the two contrading parties, into any of the enemy’s ports; excepting, however, that 
fuch places are not adually beiieged, blocked up, or jnveiled. 

“ XXV. In order to remove and prevent dificutions and quarrels on cither lidc, it is 
agreed, that in cafe one of the two parties lhall find tbemfclves engaged in a war, the lliips and 
vcftcls belonging to the fubjeds or people of the other ally, lhall be provided with matine 
paftports, which lhall exprefs the name, property and burden of the Ihip, as well as the name 
and place of abode of the mafter and commander of the laid Ihip, in order that it may from 
thence appear, that the fame (hip really and truly belongs to the fubjeds of one of the two con- 
trading parties. Thcfe paftports are to be annually renewed, in cafe the Ihip returns home in 
the fpacc of one year. It is alfo agreed, that the above-mentioned lliips, in cafe tlicy ih.dl be 
laden, are to be provided not only with paftports, but alfo with certificates, containing tin- 
particulars of the cargo, the place from whence the Ihip came, and a declaration of what con¬ 
traband goods are on board; which certificate is to be made in the accuftomt-d form, by thc- 
offtcers of the place from whence the Ihip failed ; and if it be judged ncccflary or prudent to.cx- 
prefs in the faid pallports the perfons to whom the merchandize belongs, it mull be freely 
complied with. 

“ XXVI. In cafe any lliips of the fubjeds and inhabitants of one of the two contrading 
parties ftiould approach the coaft of the other, without any intention to enter the port, or. 
after having entered it, without any intention to unload their cargo, or break bulk, they dial! 
condud tlicmfclves, in that refped, according ro the general rules preferibed, or to be pre- 
feribed, relative to that matter. 

“ XXVII. When any vefll -1 belonging to the ftiid fubjeds, people, and inhabitants of one 
of the two parties, lhall meet, w-liilc failing along the coaft or on the open fca, a Ihip of war 
nr privateer belonging to the other, the laid Ihip of war or privateer in order to avoid difordcr, 
lhall bring fuch veflei to, and fend her boat with two or three on board her, to whom the maf- 
tcr or commander of the merchantman lhall produce his palTport, and prove the property of 
the veflei; and as foon as fuch paflport lhall be produced, the mafter lhall be at liberty to pur- 
fue his voyage, without being molefted, or in any other manner driven or forced to alter his 
. mended courfc. 

“ XXVIII. It is agreed, that when the merchandizes lhall be put on board lliips or vcftlls 
of one of the two contrading parties, they lhall not he fubjed to be examined again, all fuch 
examination and fearch being to be made before loading, and the prohibited goods being to be 
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177S flopped and fei/.ed on (bore, before they could be embarked, unlcfs there arc ftrong fufpicions 
or proofs of fraudulent practices: fo that no fubjefl of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, or of the 
United States, can be flopped or moleftcd for that caufe by any kind of embargo ; but fuch 
fubjefls of the State who fliall piefume to vend or fell fuch merchandizes as are prohibited, 
iliall be duly pimilhed for fuch inflation of the treaty. 

“ XXIX. The two contrading parries mutually grant each other the right of maintaining', 
in their refpeflive ports, confuLs, vicc-confuls, agents and commiftaries, whole buiimfts fliall 
be regulated by a particular convention. 

“ XXX. In order further to forward and facilitate the commerce between the fubjefls of 
the United States and France, the Moft Chriftian King will allow them in Europe one or 
more free ports, to which they may bring and fell ail the commodities and merchandizes of 
the Thirteen United States. His Majefty will alfo grant to the lubjcds of tht^aid States, the 
free ports which have been, and are open, in the French ifiands of Ainetica, all which tree, 
ports the faid fubjefls of the United States lhall enjoy, conformably to the regulations which 
determine that matter. 

“ X XXI. The prefent treaty fliall be ratified by both parties, and the ratifications exchanged 
within the fpacc of fix months, or fooner if may be. In witnefs of vvhicu the refpedive ple¬ 
nipotentiaries havefigned the above articles, both in the French and Englilh language ; neve;- 
thelcfs declaring, that the prefent treaty was oiigimlly digefted and fettled in the French lan¬ 
guage, to which they have affixed their hands and lea's. 

*• Given at Paris the fixth day of the month of February, 1778. 

“ C. A. Gerard. 

“ B. Fit ANRI. IN. 

“ Sir, as Deane. 

“ Ak r;ma Lee.” 

The following is a treaty of alliance between his Moft Chriftian Majefty Louis XVI, and 
the Thirteen United Staus of America, concluded at Paris, February 6, 1778. 

“ Article 1 . Ifvvnrlhouid break out between France and Great Britain duiing the continu¬ 
ance of the prefent war between the United States and England, his Majefty and the faid 
United States lhall make it a common caufe, and aid each other mutually with their good of¬ 
fices, their councils and their forces, according to the exigency of conjunctures, as becomes 
good and faithful allies. 

“ II. The oftential and direct end of the prefent defenfive alliance is, to maintain efteftual¬ 
ly' the liberty, lbvercignty and independence, abiolute and unlimited, of the laid United 
States, as well in matters of government as of commerce. 

“ 111 . The two contrafling parties fliall each on its own part, and in the manner it may 
judge moft proper, make all the dibi ts in its power againft their common enemy, in order to 
attain the end propofed. 

“ The contrafling parties agree, that in cafe cither of them fhoukl form any particular 
enterprize in which the concurrence of the other party may be defired, the party whofe con¬ 
currence is defired, fliall readily and with good faith join to afl in concert tor that purpole, as 
far as circumftanccs and its own particular fituation will permit, and in that cafe; they fiiall 
legislate by a particular convention the quality and kind of fuccour to be furnilhed, and the. 
time and manner of its being brought into aftion, as well as the advantages which are to be its 
compenfntion. 
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tt y. if t h e United States fliould think fit to attempt the redudion of the Britifh power, 
remaining in the northern parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe countries or 
iBands, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall be confederated with, or dependent upon, the laid United 
States. 

“ VI. The Moft Chriftian King renounces for ever the polTeilion of the Blands of Ber¬ 
mudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North America, which before the treaty of 
Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of 
Great Britain, or to the United States, heretofore called Britifh colonies, or which are at this 
time, or have lately been under the power of the King and crown of Great Britain. 

*< YU. If hi s Moft Chriftian Majefty fhall think proper to attack any of the iflands fituated 
in the GGph of Mexico, or near that Gulpli, which are at prefent under the power of Great 
Britain, all the faid iflcs, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall appertain to the crown of France. 

“ VIII. ISfeither of the two parties fhall conclude cither truce or peace with Great Britain, 
without the formal confcnt of the other firft obtained; and they mutually engage not to lay 
down their arms, until the independence of the United States fhall have been formally or 
tacitly allured by the treaty or treaties that fhall tcrminatc-thc war. 

<< ix. The contracting parties declare, that, being refolved to fulfil, each on its own part, 
the claufcs and conditions of the prefent treaty of alliance, according to its own power and 
circumftances, there fhall be no after-Ciaims of compcnfation, on one fide or the other, what¬ 
ever may be the event of the war. 

<« x. The Moft Chriftian King and the United States agree, to invite or admit other 
powers, who mav have received injuries from England, to make a common caufe with them, 
and to accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch conditions as fhall be freely agreed to, and 
fettled between all the parties. 

t« XI. The two parties guarantee mutually from the prefent time, and for ever, againftall 
other powers, to wit, The United States to his Moft Chriftian Majefty the prefent pofleffions 
of the crown of France in America, as well as thofe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his Moft Chriftian Majefty guarantee's on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, fovereignty and independence, abfolute and unlimited, as well in matters of govern¬ 
ment as commerce, and alfo their pofleffions, and the additions or conqudls that their con¬ 
federation may obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore poflefllJ 
by Great Britain in North America, conformable to the fifth and fixth articles above written, 
the whole of their pofleffions lhall be fixed and allured to the faid States, at the moment of the 
reflation of their prefent war with England. 

“ XII. In order to fix more precifely the fenfe and application of the preceding article, the 
contracting parties declare, that in cafe of a rupture between France and England, the reci¬ 
procal guarantee declared in the faid article fhall have its full force and eiTeift the moment l'ucli 
war fhall break out; and if fuch rupture lhall not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
faid guarantee fhall not commence until the moment of the ceflation of the prefent war be¬ 
tween the United States and England, fhall have afcertained their pofleffions. 

“ XIII. The prefent treaty fhall be ratified on both fides, and the ratifications fhall be ex¬ 
changed in the fpace of fix months, or fooncr if poffible. 

“ Donc.at Paris the fixth day of February, 1778. . “ C. A. Gerard, (L. S.) 

“ B. Franklin, (L. S.) 

» “ Silas Deane, {L. S.) 

“ Arthur Lee, (L. S.) 

On 
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1778 On the feventeenth of February, the minifter introduced a conciliatory fcheme to Parlia¬ 
ment, which was compol'cd of two bills under the following heads :—A bill for declaring the 
intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the exercife of the right of impofing 
taxes within his Majefty’s colonies, provinces and plantations in North America; and a bill 
to enable his Majcfty to appoint commiffioners, with fufficient powers to treat, confult and 
agree upon the means of quieting the disorders fubfifting in certain of the colonics, plantations 
and provinces of North America. 

By thefe bills it was intended to appoint five commiffioners, to be endowed with very ampler 
powers, who fhould be enabled to treat with the Congrcfs by name, as if it were a legal body, 
and fo far to give it authenticity, as to fuppofe its a£ls and conceffions binding on all America. 
They were alfo to be authorifed to treat with any of the provincial affemblies upon the con- 
ftitution they had adopted, and with any individuals in their civil and militas/jj? capacities, to 
order a fufpenfion of arms, to l'ufpcnd the operation -of the laws, to grant all forts of pardons, 
immunities and rewards, and to rcflore all the colonies, or any of them, to the form of its an¬ 
cient conflitution, as it flood before the troubles ; as well as (in any of thofe where the King 
nominated the governors, council, judges and other magiftrates,) to nominate fuch, at thcic 
diicrction, until his further pleafure fhould be known. 

Should the Americans claim the title of Independent States, in negociating with the corn- 
niiflioners, the renunciation of it was not to be inlstled upon, until the treaty had received its 
final ratification by the King and Parliament of Great Britain. The commiffioners were alfo 
to receive inftrnflions to negociate for l'ome reai'onable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire, when brought to a flate of rc-union ; but, that no pretence 
might remain for not bringing thefe unhappy differences to a termination, the contribution 
was not to be infilled upon as an unrelaxing part of the treaty ; while the Americans, fhould 
they refute a proportion, of a nature at once fo juft and reai'onable, would yield every claim 
of future fupport from that part of the empire, to whofe cxpcnce they had refufed to 
contribute. 

The minifter concluded his fpccch on the occafion with declaring, that the conceffions he 
propofed did not proceed from neccffity, but from rcafon ; that Great Britain was by no means 
dilablcd from continuing the war; that more troops might be railed if more fhould be wanted ; 
that the navy was in great power; that the revenue to fupport them was ftill tlourifhing, and 
that the funds for the iervice of the current year, would be very fhortly provided at a' mo¬ 
derate intcreft. 

Thefe bills met with no material oppofition; and, after undergoing feveral alterations, 
paffed the Houle without a divifion. By thefe alterations, the powers of the coramiffionci s 
were, however, greatly narrowed from the idea of the'm firft held out by the minifter: a daufe 
was introduced to repeal the American tea act, paffed in the year 1767 ; the provifions of the 
bill extended to the Weft Indies ; and foine change of expreffion was made in the title ol the 
bill, which in the firft form might have been a preliminary objeflion to the Americans to 
enter upon the treaty it was intended to produce. 

At length we come to that decifive moment, when France determined to throw off the 
appearance of fricndfhip, which fill fublifted between that country and Great Britain : Ihc 
now made an open declaration of her intentions relating to America; and, on the thirteenth 
of March, the French ambaffador prefented the declaration of his fovercign to the court of 
London, acknowledging the independence of the North American colonics. This declara¬ 
tion 
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S tion was prcfentcd by tlie minifters, with the following mcffiigc, to both Iloufes of Par¬ 
liament. 

“ His Majefty having been informed, by order of the I'icnch King, that a treaty of amity 
and commerce has been ligned between the court of 1 ranee, and certain perfons employed by 
his Majefty’s revolted iubjefls in North America, has judged it ncccflary to direft, that a copy 
of the declaration, delivered by the French am.baffador to Lord Vifcounr Weymouth, ire laid 
before the Houfe of Commons; and, at the fame time, to acquaint them, that Ins Majcfty 
lias thought proper, in confequence of this offenlive communication on the pax t of the court 
of France, to fend orders to his ainbaflador to withdraw from that court. 

“ His Majeftv is perfuaded, that the juftice and good faith of his cotuhuft towards foreign 
powers, and the fincerity of his withes to preferve the tranquillity of Europe, will be acknow¬ 
ledged byNdl the world ; and bis Majefty trulls, that lie lisa!! not Hand rcfjonfible for the dif- 
turbanccof that tranquillity, if lie tliould find himfclf called uj*on to relent fo unprovoked 
and fo unjull an aggrclfion on the honour of his crown, and theeflential interefts of his king¬ 
doms, contrary to the moll folcmn affuratices, lubverfive of the law of nations, ami injurious 
to the rights of every fovereign power in Europe. 

“ His Majeftv, relying, with the firmeft confidence, on the zealous and alfefl innate fup- 
port of his faithful people, is determined to be prepared to exert, if it lhaii become neccikny, 
all the force and refources of his kingdoms; which, he trulls, will be found adequate to repel 
every infult and attack, and to maintain and uphold the power and reputation of this country. 

“ G. E.” 

The declaration, mentioned in the meflage, was as follows; 

“ The undcr-figned ambaflador of his Moll Cluiftian Majcfty, has received cxnrefs orders 
to make the following declaration to the court of London. 

“ The United States of North America, who are in full pofleflion of independence, a;* 
pronounced by them on the 4th of July, 1776, having propolcd to the King to confolidate, 
by a formal convention, the connexion begun to be cftablilhcd between the two nations, the 
refpectivc plenipotentiaries have ligned a treaty of friendlhip and commerce, defigned to let ve 
as a foundation for their mutual good corrcfpondencc. 

“ His Majefty being determined to cultivate the good underftanding fubfitling between 
France and Great Britain, by every means .compatible with his dignity and the good of his 
fubjefls, thinks it ncccflary to make his proceeding known to the court of London, ami to 
declare at tlse fame time, that the contracting parties have paid great attention not to ftipulatc 
any cxclufive advantages in favour of the French nation ; and that the United States have rc- 
ferved the liberty of treating with every nation whatever, upon the fame footing of equality 
and reciprocity. 

“ In making this communication to the court of London, the King is firmly perfuaded it 
will find new proofs of his Majefty’s conflant and fincele difpoiition for peace ; and that his 
Britannic Majefty, animated by the fame fentiments, will equally avoid every thing that may 
alter their good harmony ; and he will particulruly take effe final mcafures to prevent the com¬ 
merce between his Majefty’s fubjefts and the United States of North America from being in¬ 
terrupted, and to caufe all the ufages, received between commercial nations, to be, in this rc- 
fpeft, oblcrved, and all thefe rules which can be find to lubfift between the two crowns of 
France and Great Britain. 

“ Ift 
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1778 “ Tn this juft confidence, the undcr-figned ambaftador thinks it fupeiflnous to acquaint the 

Pritifti minifler, that the King his maftcr being determined to protcA cfTetftually the lawful 
commerce of his fubjc&s, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majefty has, in confc- 
quence, taken eventual mcafures in concert with the United States of North America. 

“ (SignedJ 

" Dated London, March 13, 1778. ^ Lr. M. Dk Noailt.es.’" 

In the committees of hot!) Moufcs of Parliament, which were at this time employed in ex¬ 
amining the ftate of the nation, it was aflerted by the lupporters of that meafure, that a very 
large balance was due from the merchants in North America to the merchants in London, 
which could not be then paid by the ulual remittances in goods, No. in confequencc of the 
wai ; thatfince the palling of the level al acts for prohibiting the fifheries of the JVorth Ameri¬ 
can colonies, from all trade and commerce with this kingdom, and for making prizes of their 
flaps, Sic. the number of veif is belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, taken by flaps of 
war and privateers belonging to the laid colonies, amounted to 733; of which, it appeared, 
that 47 had been rcieal'cd, and 127 retaken ; but that the lofs on the latter for f.ilvage, intereft, 
on r!ic value of the cargo, and lofs of a market, niuft have been very confidcrable : that the lofs 
of the remaining 559 vefiels, which were carried into port, appeared, from the heft mercantile 
information, to amount, at Jeaft, to 2,600,co:d.: that of 200 fhips annually employed in the 
African trade, before the commencement of the wsf, whole vrdue, upon an average, was about 
9,cool, each, there were not then 40 Ihips employed in that trade, whereby there appeared to 
be a diminution in that branch of commerce of 1 bo ihips, which, at 9,000k each, amount to 
a lofs of 1,440.000k per annum : that the pi ice of infurancc to the Weft Indies and North 
Amciica, was incicafcd from two and two and an half, to five per cent, with convoy; but, 
without convoy and unarmed, the lame infurancc* had been lo high as fifteen per cent. ; and 
li.ru, generally, in inch circuimtances Ihips could not be iniured at all : that the price of leg¬ 
mens wages was railed from t!. 10s. to g). 3s. per month: that the price of pot-afti was i;i- 
creafed from 8s, to 3I. ros. per hundredweight: that the price of fpermaccti oil was railed 
from 35I. to 70!. per roil : that the price of tar was augmented from 7s. and 8s. to 3c. per 
barrel : that the ptice of lugats, and all commodities from the Weft Indies, and clivers forts 
of naval lions from Noith America, was greatly enhanced ; and that the number of American 
privateers, of which authentic accounts had been received, amounted to 173; that they car¬ 
ried 2,556 gun«, and 13,1140 feamen, Ac. 

On the fide of adminillration it was contended, that the American commerce had fullered 
more than that of Great Britain, and that, upon a fair examination, a confidcrable balance 
would be iound in our favour. In fupport of this poiition it was laid, that the evidence of the 
merchants on the occalion was extremely partial; that their eftimates in point of value were 
. rated too high, and their lifts of Blips, taken by the enemy, erroneous: that if fome branches 
of commerce had failed, others of greater value were cftabiiihed : that the benefits to be deriv¬ 
ed from the Southern iiiliery, and the American fit arc of the Newfoundland iilhery, (which 
was calculated in a duplicate llatc as a prize to us and a lofs to them,) lliould be very highly 
rated: that tiie number of American prizes which had been taken was 904, which, at the 
moderate valuation of 2,00c!. each lhip and cargo, upon an average, would amount to 
t,808,cool.; to which, if the value of the fifheries were added, it would appear, that, in the 
article of mercantile profit and lofs, Great Britain was a conlklcrablc gainer from the conteft 
between her and America. 


The 
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The diftrellcs of Ireland had long been an objefl of regret, even with many of thole who 
had no particular intereft in that country. Without entering into the caufes from which they 
originated, it will be fufficient to obferve, that they had grown to their prefent alarming and 
deplorable ftate, under the unhappy confequences of the American war; fo that the country 
became unequal to the fupport of that great eftablilhmcnt with which it had encumbered itfclf, 
when the flourifhing ftate of all other parts of the Britiih empire, had diffufed a large portion 
of profperity to the Irifh people. 

The ftate of affairs became now fo notorious, and the confequences were faid to be fo urgent, 
that the minifters were at length convinced of the ncceflity of paying attention to them, and 
of affording fome immediate redrefs to the grievances under which Ireland, at this time, la¬ 
boured. ^Earl Nugent accordingly moved, on the 2d of April, that a committee of the whole 
Houle fhould he appointed to conlider of the trade of Ireland. The noble Lord obferved, with 
great truth, that thecondufl of Great Britain towards its filler kingdom, had been no lefs im¬ 
politic than unjuft, and that the fituation of public affairs, called particularly on this country 
to enter upon a revifion of the Irifh trade laws. 

This motion in favour of Ireland was fupported with great cordiality by every part of the 
Houfe, excepting the reprefentatives of certain manufafturing towns, who thought it neccffaiv 
to confuit their conftituents, with whole interefts, any change in the Irifh trade regulations 
might interfere, and by which they Ihuft be governed in their conduft on thcoccafion. 

It was faid, that Ireland was now become the chief dependency of the Britiih crown, and 
that it particularly behoved this country, under its prefent circumftanees, to admit the Irish 
nation to the privileges of Britiih citizens; a meafurc which true political wifdotn would long 
fince have adopted. That the reftriflions on the Irifh trade, had defeated tlie purpefe for 
which it was intended ; and, inflead of promoting the ftaple manufactory of this country, in 
its woollen fabrics, had produced a direct contrary c fie ft ; as the irilh, in order to pay then- 
rents, were under a ncceiiity of difpofing of the produce of their lands, and, as they were not 
allowed to mdfiufafture their wool, to find a market for it wherever they could , that ail par¬ 
tial laws and unnatural reftraints mull ever fail in their defign, when oppofed to the operation 
of fuch a neceility , that France, feeling.an irremediable want of the raw material within her- 
lelf, afforded a ready market, and an exorbitant price for the lrhli wool : that the cheapness 
of living and other circumftanees were, however, more than a counterbalance for the exceliive 
price fhe paid for the raw material, and that file was thereby enabled to arrive at fuch a ftate 
with refpeft to her woollen manufacture, as, in fome. degree, to nv*i us in that very com¬ 
merce, of which we were, with fo much rcafon, fo very jealous. 

Lord Nugent’s motions were placed under four heads, and directed to the following 
purpofes: 

Firft, That the Irifh might be permitted to export direCtly to the Britiih plantations, or to 
the fettlements on the coaft of Africa, in Britiih fiiips, navigated according to law, all goods, 
wares and merchandizes, being the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain, legally 
imported from that kingdom ; alfo foreign certificate goods, under the lame condition. 

Secondly, That they might be permitted a direft importation into Ireland of all goods, 
wares and merchandizes, being the produce of any of the Britiih plantations, or of the lcttle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa, tobacco only excepted. 

Thirdly, That they might alfo be permitted the direfl exportation from Ireland, to all 
places except Great Britain, of glafs manufactured in that kingdom. 


Fourthly, 
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778 Fourthly, by taking off a duty amounting to a prohibition, the importation of cotton yarn, 
the manufacture of Ireland, was permitted in Great Britain. 

But although thefe motions were urtanimoufly agreed to for the prefent, and the greateft 
good wifhes were exprefled for the fitter kingdom ; nay, although the minifier had-acknow¬ 
ledged that the Irilh complained, with great juft ice, of the reft rift ions of our trade laws, and 
that a relaxation of them would bencfij the lrith, and ultimately enrich ourfclves,—a very 
ftrong oppofition grew up againft the meafure. A general alarm was fpread through moft of 
the trading and manufacturing parts of the kingdom. They con fide red the admittance of Ire¬ 
land to any participation in trade, as not only deftruftivc, in the moft ruinous degree, of their 
property, but as being equally fubverfive of their rights. They were as li ttle difpofed to con- 
fent, that the people of Ireland Ihould cultivate their own manufactures, and difpofe of their 
native commodities at the proper foreign markets, as they were to admit them to any limited 
degree of commercial participation. lnfhort, the alarm was utiiverfal, and took fuel: abso¬ 
lute pofTcilion of the public attention, that, for a fhort time, the American war, and all it? 
brooding events, appear to have been forgotten. The city of London, however, preferved 
the dignity of its high commercial charafler, and remained uninfluenced by common opinion, 
and unmoved by popular clamour. Petitions, therefore, as may be fuppoled, were prefented 
in great numbers, and ftrong inftruCtions fcnt to reprefentatives on the occaiion. A curious 
circumftance, however, occurred in the courfe of*the bufinefs, which afforded a remarkable 
example of the eagernefs with .which ill-founded popular apprehensions may be fometimes 
communicated and received :—A motion had been made, and a bill was accordingly brought 
in, for the importation of fail-cloth from Ireland, This was founded in a miftakc ; as the 
liberty of importing Irilh fail-cloth was already eftablilhed by a pofitivc law, of long Handing : 
yet this bill was as violently oppofed by petitions from different parts of the kingdom, and as 
ftrongly charged with deftruftive confequcnccs, as the other four bills which it accompanied, 
and were all framed on new grounds. 

On the fccond reading of the bills, a very powerful oppofition appeased againft them.—It 
was ftated, on this fide, that there could be no objection to admit Ireland to enjoy a free 
trade equally with ourfclves, provided flic bore an equal fhare of the national burthens; but 
that no tendency to fuch a proviflon was contained in the bills before them.—That Ireland 
was fuppofed to contain two millions of people, and they were taxed at one million of money, 
which was ten fhillings for each pcrfori; but that Great Britain, with fix millions of people, 
was taxed at twelve millions, which was an average payment of forty fhillings for each perfon : 
it was therefore concluded, that it would be equally impolitic, unreafohabie, and unjuft to 
our own people, who had undertaken this heavy burthen on the faith of the navigation laws, 
and the fuppofed liability of our commerce, to pafs the bills then depending. It was added, 
that this meafure was of too ferious a nature, and too complicated in its objefts, to be deter¬ 
mined at once : that a matter of fuch magnitude as the overthrowing the whole fyllem of out¬ 
trade laws, was not to be fo readily concluded; and that it demanded the moil mature delibe¬ 
ration, the ftrifteft inveftigation of fa£ls and circumflanccs, -and the fulleft coniidciation of fu¬ 
ture effefls and contingencies.—It was was therefore recommended, to refer the general bufinefs 
of Ireland to a committee, whofe report might lay the foundation tor future mature delibera¬ 
tion ; by which means fuch redrefs might be afforded to Ireland as the fituatkm of both coun¬ 
tries would admit, without prejudice to the trade of Great Britain. 

Vol. IV. . F f 
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1778 It was argued, on the other fide, in favour of the bills, that they propofcd no more than a 
reftoration of what the wildom of a Britifh Parliament had, on a former occafion, thought 
proper to bellow on Ireland. The. navigation bills palled in the iatli of Charles the Second, 
extended to Ireland as well as England. A kind of crooked policy had, however, deprived 
her of the freedom Ihc had enjoyed under that law, and lire had ever fince remained in a Hate 
of oppreifive and unnatural reftri&ion. Deprived of every incentive to induftry, and Ihut out 
ahnoft from every pallage to wealth, Ihe had never complained of her condition. She had 
done her utmoft to promote the interefts and defend the rights of Great Britain, and her re¬ 
ward had been reftriftion and commercial bondage of the moft cruel nature. 

The annual revenue of the two kingdoms, it was faid, had been moft unjuftly drawn into 
comparifon, to prove that Ireland did not pay an adequate proportion of taxes; whereas it 
was not fche number of inhabitants which conftituted the fpecific difference in the article of 
taxation between two countries, but the diftinftion of internal opulence, and external advan¬ 
tage ; and if the two kingdoms were compared under that idea, it would be found that Ire¬ 
land was taxed in a quadruple proportion to England- The internal wealth, and external ad¬ 
vantage of trade and commerce, are forty times greater in England than ij> Ireland. There 
was, therefore, no ratio of proportion in the mode of taxing the latter: lire was taxed without 
enjoying the means of payment. If feveral of the Englilh excifes had been laid in Ireland, it 
muft have been for the fake of opprefljon, and not produ&ion, and for the benefit of the offi¬ 
cers, inftead of the revenue. Leather, w hich is taxed in England, would be very trifling in 
its produce in a country where multitudes of the people never wear fhoes. Candles are taxed 
in England, but what revenue would be derived in Ireland, where there are two hundred 
thoufand houfes in which, probably, a candle, fuch as wc tax, was never lighted. Enlarge 
the means of payment to Ireland, and, in proportion to her ability, fire will increafe the rate 
of taxes. An equality of commercial power, it was infilled, could not be eftablifhed between 
the two countries ; the opulence of the one is a great obftacle to the other: the great difpro- 
portion of capital, efFeftually deftroys the poflibility of an equality; and as the ability of pro¬ 
ceeding would increafe in the fame proportion, in the progrefs of the one and of the other, the 
fame proportion of advantage would Hill remain.—The Irifh w r ould be able to follow the Eng¬ 
lilh at an equal diftnnee in every ftage, both in the outlet and in the continuance; but they 
would never be able to accelerate their motion fo as to overtake them. 

Counfel and evidence weje alfo heard on different parts of the Irifh bufinefs; and, in con- 
fcquence of a compromife between the fupporters and oppofers of it, which originated rather 
from the circumftances of the moment, than any apprehenfions of failure in the former, it 
was thought expedient to give up, for the prel’ent, raoft of the advantages that were originally 
intended, by the bills in queftion, for Ireland. Some enlargement, however, was given to 
the Ifncn trade, particularly in tire article of checks; and fome openings afforded in the Afri¬ 
can and Weft India trades, which did not exift before. This meafure, therefore, ended 
rather in being a prelude to future benefit, than producing any great immediate advantage to 
the people of Ireland. 

On the 18th of March, the French King iffued an order to feizc all Britilh Ihips in the ports 
of France; and, on the 27th, an embargo was laid on all French lhipping in the river 
Thames, &c.—About the fame time, a treaty of friendlhip, guarantee, and commerce, was 
entered into between the crowns of Spain and Portugal. 


On 
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1778 Oh the 13th of April, the Earl of Carlifle, George Jolmflone, and William Eden, Efqrs. 
were appointed, with Lord and General Howe, his Majefty’s comtniflioners in America; 
and, on the 16th of the fame month, 'they embarked at Portfmouth, to proceed on their com- 
million. On the 9th of May, they arrived at Philadelphia, and immediately forwarded their 
powers and inftruftions to Congrefs ; who, on the 17th, anfwcred the comtniflioners letters 
by a formal rejedtion of any overture, iwitil the independence of America was firft acknow¬ 
ledged. That power was not (nor could it he, without parliamentary fan&ion) granted by 
the commiflion ; fo that this embafly, which v?as fent out too late to do any good, added ano¬ 
ther and very mortifying article of dilgrace to the Britifh government. 

Complaints and remonllranees had been long and repeatedly made by the Weft India mer¬ 
chants and planters to adminiftration, of the weak and expofed ftate of thole iflands, which 
feetned to be left to the mercy of their powerful European neighbours, without a military 
force for their defence, or a naval fquadron for their protection,* Jamaica had been very ur¬ 
gent in thefe applications ; the immenfc Britilh capital necdTarily lodged in that ifland, ren¬ 
dered it no lefs an objeft of concern in this country, than its great domeftic property did to 
the owners of the foil. The great increafe of troops, and the unufual military preparations 
in the French and Spanifh fcttletnents, afforded fufficient reafon to juftify the apprehenfions 
from whence thefe reprefentations originated. Confidential and palliating anfwers were al¬ 
ways given ; but the faft really was, that the military and naval force of the empire, then on 
foot, was fo completely fwallowcd up in the vortex of the American war, that other objects, 
however important, were ncceflarily, in a great degree, left to the difpofition of fortune. 

The ifland of Dominica was added to the empire of Great Britain by the treaty of Paris, 
and was an acquifition of corrfiderablc importance; while its fituation (lying- between Murti- 
nico and Guadaloupc, and within view of each) added greatly, in time of war, to the value 
of its poffeflion. This circumflancc feems to have been fo well underltood by government, 
that the ifland had been fortified at a very great expencc, and large quantities of ordnance and 
military ftores fent thither from England ; but the garrifon, which confifted but of an hund¬ 
red men, was totally inadequate to the employing thofe admirable means of defence which the 
ifland afforded. 

The fituation of Dominica did not cfeape the attention of the Marquis de Bouillc, governor 
general of Martinico; who, on the 7th of September, in this year, landed about 2000 men, 
under tire cover of fome frigates and privateers, he foon reduced the Britilh governor to a ca¬ 
pitulation ; which was fo liberal, in all its parts, that a mere change of fovereignty was the 
only alteration in the condition of the inhabitants. 

To aggravate the mortification attendant upon futh a lofs, Admiral Barrington lay at this time 
no further off than Barbadoes, with two ihips of the line and fome frigates. His inftruftions 
were to remain on that ftation til! further orders; and there he had remained two months, 
without even being informed that hoftilities had commenced between Great Britain and 
Fiance: but. no fooner did he receive advice that an attack was made upon Dominica, than, 
without waiting for further inftru&ions, he fet fail with all pofliblc fpced to its affiftance; but 
though he found that ifland in poffeflion of the French, his appearance checked all immediate 
attempts upon any other of the Britilh iflands. 

However, in the month of December following, fome reparation was made to Great Bri- 
Britain by tire conqueft of St. Lucia ; which, as it may be well confidercd in the twofold view 
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of a military exploit and a commercial acquisition, added greatly to the honour and advantage 
of the Britilh empire. 

The expedition againft that ifland, it is faid, and wc believe with great truth, was fuggefted 
by a letter written to Lord George Germaine, then fecretary of the American department, by 
a great naval chara&cr, at that time unemployed, but who was afterwards called to the fervice 
of his country ; and, as it fortunately happened,*to the prcfcrvatioti of a tnoft important part 
of the Britifti empire. Of that inliruftive letter wc Shall give the following extraft :— 

“ 1 had lately the honour to prefent your lordihip with the copy of a letter I thought it my 
duty to fend to the King’s minifter before the conciufion of the 1 aft war, pointing oat the 
great confequence of retaining fomc of the conquered iflands, particularly Martinico or St, 
Lucia: and, although at that time I preferred the detention of Martinico, I am now fully 
convincecFthat St. Lucia is of more confequence to Great Britain, for the reafons I lhall pre¬ 
fume to give; viz. 

“ Martinico, though in tire mod flourifhing condition at the conqueft, has, fince the laft 
war, had the dreadful misfortune of being peilered with a fpecies of ants, which have deftroyed 
the country, particularly the windward fide, in fuch a manner, as to make it almoft a defart, 
and ruined all the proprietors in that quarter: this plague ftill continues ; and many plan¬ 
ters who ufed to make three and four hundred hoglheads of fugar, now make none. This 
jfiand, thotigh it has four harbours, none of them arc equal to the Carenage of St. Lucia, fo 
fecure, or fo capable of being defended; which alone is of the utmoft importance to a mari¬ 
time power. Befides, the French, fince the laft peace, having fortified Mount Garnic, will 
render the conqueft of Martinico more difficult, and take up a longer titne ; whereas St. Lu¬ 
cia having been greatly cleared and cultivated fince the laft war, will render the conqueft eafier, 
and more healthy for the troops ; and, when poflefled by his Majefty, be fuch. a check upon 
the French commerce, as to render Martinico, and their other iflands, of little ul'e ; as hi:: 
Majefty’s fquadrons ftationed at that ifland, will have it in their power not only to block up 
every port in Martinico in a few hours, but likewife, (it being equally to the windward with 
Martinico) the cruizers from St. Lucia can always ftretch to windward of all the other iflands, 
and intercept any fucc'ours intended for them. Add to this, the infinite confequence of the 
harbour called the Little Carenage, where the largeft flfips of war can be careened, be fee 11 re 
during the hurricane months, and always ready to afford a fpeedy fuccour to his Majefty’s 
other iflands, and a certain fecurity to the fouthern iflands of St. Vincent, Grenada, To¬ 
bago, &c. &c. which, at prefent, are greatly liable to depredations from the iflands of Mar¬ 
tinico and St. Lucia. The latter ifland being in our hands, will likewife put Martiniqp in 
the fame predicament as Dominica is at prefent, viz. between two iflands of an enemy; and, 
if attacked, a fpeedy fuccour, in a few hours, might be fent from St. Lucia; whereas, at 
prefent, whatever fuccour might be neceflary to defend Dominica, if attacked, muft come 
from Antigua, an ifland far to leeward; and, in all probability, the ifland would fall before 
fuch fuccour could arrive. 

“ The place for careening and refitting his Majefty’s fhips in thofe feas, and the ftation of 
lire admiral who commands them, being at Antigua, an ifland without wood or water, whofe 
harbour is fmall, and incapable of receiving large fhips of war, and to the leeward of all the 
enemy’s iflands, muft be extremely detrimental to his Majefty’s and the public fcrvice, during 
a French war, muft give the enemy great advantage, and alone points otit the ncctfffity of 
taking either Martinico or St. Lucia. 

“ That 
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1778 “ That Great Britain has at this jun£turo a fufficient force to effect an obje£l fo defircable, 

I fhall endeavour to prove : for though the war we are unhappily engaged in with the rebelli¬ 
ous Americans, has not, as yet reduced them to obedience, yet it has given Great Britain a 
veteran fleet and a veteran army, capable of undertaking any enterprize, either in America or 
the Weft Indies: and as the feafon for an army to aft in America, is at a time when it would be 
improper to a£i in the Weft Indiesfo, jhe feafon to ad in the Weft Indies, is at a time when 
they fhould not ad in America, viz, from November to Jane : if, therefore, part of the army 
now in America, was detached in November or December, attended with twelve or fourteen 
lhips of the line, as many, frigates, and fome bomb veflols, with orders to rendezvous at Bar- 
badoes, they, in all probability, would be enabled to put his Majefty’s commands into execu¬ 
tion at the moft proper and healthy ftafon ; more efpecially, as the enemy could not poflibly 
know what number of flaps or troops were fent on that enterprize, time enough to prevent its 
fucceeding. And as there is not a doubt but his Majefty’s admiral cruizing ofFUlhant will 
detach a fufficient number of his (hips from his fquadron to the Weft Indies, fhould a part of 
the Breft fleet efcape his vigilance, and attempt to fuccour their Weft India iflands, 

“ Should this enterprize be undertaken, I mull humbly beg leave to reprefent, whether it 
will not be proper to dired, what fort of capitulation the admiral and general ihould allow 
the inhabitants: for want of fuch inftrudions and proper information, the French conquered 
iflands efcaped a duty they fhould certainly have pvd ; and his Majefty, at this hour, is de¬ 
prived of a confidcrable revenue juftiy liis due. 

“ When the ifland of Martinico offered to capitulate, I fent for fevcral of the planters be¬ 
longing to the Britilh iflands, who then attended the fleet to be prefent at the fiege, to dciire 
their afliftance in penning an article that might make the French iflands pay more duty than 
- tliofe of the Englifh : the article relative to the clayed fuga'r. Was what they unanimoufly 
offered me ; and as all the fugar of Martinico was clayed, J. concluded his Majefty would re¬ 
ceive a confidcrable fum more than what the Englilh iflands paid : but, fome time after, hear¬ 
ing that the Britifh iflands paid 4^ per cent, on the export of their commodities, I was ex¬ 
tremely difplcafed with the gentlemen belonging to the Britilh iflands for not acquainting me 
with their paying that duty, of which I was totally ignorant. Other admirals and generals 
may be the fame, unlcis properly cautioned, 

“ If the inhabitants be allowed to keep their lands, upon capitulation, fhould any but thofe 
really upon the fpot have that indulgence; and thofe, only the lands then aftually cleared ? 
all other lands whatever to belong to the crown, as likewife one or two miles round the Ca¬ 
rriage, in order to ercft fortifications, a dock-yard, and to build a town, the quit-rents of 
which might bring in a confidcrable revenue; as there cannot be a doubt but inhabitants 
would flock from all the other iflands, to inhabit a place of fuch iecurity. 

“ Should his Majefty retain this ifland, 1 humbly fubmit, whether, when the lands are lolJ^ 
it will not be of great advantage towards peopling the ifland, to have a coniiderable quantity 
of land in each pariflt allotted to ten-acre men, under the penalty of forfeiting it to the crown, 
fhould it ever be converted to any other uie than provifion ground. 1 his will always keep a 
confidcrable number of white men on the ifland, and is the rcalon why Baibadoes has more 
inhabitants than all the other iflands.” 

In the latter part of this year, the merchants, owners of fhips, and exchange infurers of 
the towns of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and Dordrecht, prefented three memorials to the Statcs- 

3 General 
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1778 General of the United Provinces, relating to the feizure of their fhips, &c. by thofc of Great 
Britain : of thefe memorials we give the fubftancc, as follows :— 

“ That, very lately, a confiderable number of fhips belonging to the inhabitants of thefe 
Bates, and bound for France, have been flopped at fea, either by the lhips of thefoyal marine 
of England, or by commiffioned fhips of the fame nation, and afterwards carried into the 
ports of Great Britain,-where they continue to he detained, notwithstanding the bare infpec- 
tion of the confignments, and other papers found on hoard the above lhips, would fufficiently 
Ihew that they were not laden with any fort of merchandize under the denomination of con¬ 
traband goods, fpecificd by the third article of the marine treaty, concluded in the month of 
December, 1674, between the court of Great Britain and this republic. 

“ That this coridufi of the Britifh nation, (the flagrant injuftice of which might be very 
cafily proved by an appeal to the law of nations, if it be not already evident, as well by the 
aforefaid treaty, as by the explanatory convention of 1675) will infallibly accelerate the entire 
ruin of the commerce and navigation of the United Provinces, if not timely and efficacioufly 
prevented. ; 

“ Notwithflanding the many arguments that might be urged, your mcmorialifls will not 
trouble your High Mightincffcs with all the reafons they have to allege in proof that the de- 
ftruflion of our commerce and navigation muft follow, as the unavoidable confequencc of the 
unjuft proceedings of the Englilh, opr neighbours, of which there is no occafton of any fur¬ 
ther proof, it having already been fully reprefented to your High Mightincffcs. 

“ Your mcmorialifls, therefore, only ati'ume the liberty of obferving, in very few words, 
that by the feizure of thsir fhips, although they may afterwards be releafed, even with indem¬ 
nity, the ncceffary delays in fuch cafes are yet highly prejudicial, and totally ruinous to the 
merchants of thefe provinces. 

“ That, during the detention of the merchandize, the’eommodities are expofed to the in¬ 
jury of the fall of markets ; and the merchants arc, befides, in that interval, deprived of the 
opportunity of furnifhing themfelves, in return, with fuch goods as they intended, when the 
firft cargoes arrived at their deftined ports. 

“ In fhort, the Dutch fhips employed for the tranfportation of merchandize to France, and 
clfevvherc, being detained, will, without doubt, (the refult of fuch proceedings out of the 
queftion) occafion fewer numbers to be hired in fuch fervice for the future. 

*• That this feizure and detention are not only in themfelves fufficient entirely to ruin our 
commerce and navigation, but that this ruin will be more rapidly brought on, whenever it 
fhall pleafe the Englifh nation to make a fccond ftride of injuftice, and having feized the fhips 
bound for our French merchants, or from France to this flate, they have only to declare them 
legal prizes. 

“ That this profpcfl is ftill more deplorable, when your memorialifls rcflefl on the regula¬ 
tion given by his Chriftian Majcflv, on the 26th of July laft, concerning the navigation of 
neutral Blips; becaufe, although that monarch therein forbids the ftoppage and feizure of 
neutral fhips, bound to or frqni an enemy’s port, he ncverthelefs referves to himfelf a right of 
revoking that edict, in cafe any foreign power lhould not agree to the fame regulation refpefl- 
- ing neutral fhips. From hence it necefiarily rcfults, that, if the Englilh continue to detain 
and feize our fhips coming from France, or going thereto, we may expeft the fame treatment 
from the French, with regard to our fhips coming from, or going to Great Britain; And, by 

thefe 
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1778 thefe means, and to tbe total rain of thefe ftates, they -will be deprived of the benefits of com¬ 
merce and navigation with both countries.” 

The remoftrance made to the court of Great Britain by the States-General, in confequence 
of thefe memorials, was anfwered by Sir Jofeph Yorke ; who, in a mild, but fpirited man¬ 
ner, declared, that the interruption given to the commerce of Holland was never exercifed 
but when the fubje&s of that republic wnre carrying warlike and naval ftores to the enemies of 
Great Britain. 

It would be inexcufablc in the historian of any part of the prefent period, to pafs by unno¬ 
ticed the event of Lord Chatham’s death, which happened on the nth of May, in this year; 
and it would ill become us not to offer our tribute of fmcere veneration for his illuftrious cha- 
rafter, as it was during his glorious adminiftration that commerce was firft made to flourilh 
in the midfl of war. 

The produce of the coach revenue for 1778, amounted to 117,000!. which proves that 
23,000 coaches then paid duty. 

It appears, that during the courfe of this year, 4,425 fhips cleared from Newcaftle; of 
which 4,140 were coaftcrs, and 285 deftined for foreign ports. 

The following is an authentic account of the number of fhips which have been employed 
from England in the whale-filliery, at Davis’s Straits and the Greenland fcas, from* the year 


1755, to 1778 inclufive. 


• 


Years. 


Shif 

Years. 

Ships. 

*755 

— 

66 

1767 — 

39 

17 5 6 

— 

6 7 

1768 — 

4 * 

*757 

— 

SS 

1769 — 

44 

1758 

— 

5 * 

1770 — 

5 ° 

1 7 S 9 

— 

34 

1771 — 

50 

1760 

— 

40 

1772 — 

48 

1761 

— 

3 * 

*773 — 

55 

1762 

— 

28 

*774 — 

65 

*763 

— 

3 ° 

*775 — 

96 

1764 


’ 3 * 

1776 — 

9 * 

1765 

— 

33 

1777 - 

77 

1766 

— 

35 

1778 - 

7 * 

A bounty of 30s. pir ton was given for the two laft years. 

The following is 

alfo a correft ftatement of the number of fhips employed by Holland 

the whalc-fifhery, from the year 1770, 

to 1778 inclufive. 


Years. 


Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

1770 

— 

• * 5 ° 

*775 - 

129 

1771 

__ 

* 5 ° 

1776 

123 

1772 

— 

* 3 * 

*777 ~ 

116. 

*773 

— 

*34 

1778 

Ill 

*774 


130 

— 

—— 1,174 In all 

By which it appears, upon a comparative view of thefe lafl nine years, 

that the number 


fhips employed by the Hollanders in this important branch of commerce, exceeded that of the 
Englifh nearly in the proportion, as two is. to one. 
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The following are authentic extra&s from the Com Reglfter, containing art account of all 
com and grain exported from, and imported, into England and Scotland, for eight years, viz. 
from 1771, to 1778. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


* 77 *- 

Britijb 

Foreign 

1771. 

Starters 

England. 

S>ru 

%rs. 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

30,089 


Wheat and Flour, 

2*509 

Barley and Malt, * 

31,166 

—— 

Rye, —- 

2,179 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

23 * 3<>4 

—— 

Barley and Malt, 

228 

Beans, — 

* 3*345 

—- 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

198,072 

Peas, — 

3 * 70 * 

—— 

Beans, — 

67 




Peas, — 

64 




Indian corn, 

- 3 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Barley and Malt, 

203 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

2 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

11,869 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

* 4.255 

Beans, —• 

3 

— 



Peas, — 

3 

— 



Barley and Bear, 

2,829 

r - 



Bear and Meal, 

18 

——- 



The bounties and drawbacks on com exported from England, amounted to 6,170!. 7 s. 6d. 
There were no bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland tins year. — The duties on coni 

imported into England, amounted to 

13,170!. 2S. 

id. ; and in Scotland, to 547I. 

8s. 1 id. 

[When foreign grain is imported, and not fold, it is, 

by aft of Parliament, fuffcved to 

be warchoufcd 

without paying duty ; and if 

exported again, it is here arranged under the title of Foreign, to diftinguifls 

it from Briti/h,] 



, 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 

1772. 

Briiijh 

Foreign 

1772. 

j Quarters, 

England. 

$rs. 

Sirs. 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

6 »959 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

23**34 

Barley and Malt, 

* 3’789 

— 

Rye, — 

4*799 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

23 * 5 H 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

2,107 

Beans, — 

13,321 

-- 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

70,542 

Peas, — 

3*775 

—— 

Beans, — 

4''9 




Peas, — 

17. 




Indian corn, 

— 3 




Buck Wheat, 

— t 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

87 


Wheat and Flour, 

2,340 

Barley and Bear, 

242 


Barley and Malt, 

961 



Oats and Oatmeal, 

36,277 




Peas, — 

4 




Buck Wlidat, 

— - 1 


There were no bounties, &c. paid "for com exported either froirt England or Scotland 
this year.—The duties received on grain imported into England, amounted to 2,393!. 6s. tod. 
and in Scotland, to 1,372!. 14s. ud. 
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1778 EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


’ 1 773 - 

Britljl) 

Foreign 

* 773 * 

Quarters. 

England, 

Qjl. 

3 h-s,' 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

7»637 

—- 

Wheat and Flour, 

50,312 

Barley and Malt, 

2,445 

4 - 

Rye, _ 

9> 2 53 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

18,671 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

51,221 

Beans, — 

* 0.733 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

234,366 

Peas, <— 

4.430 

— 

Beans, — 

49,858 




Peas, — 

3.254 




Indian Corn, 

6,322 


. 


Buck Wheat, 

53 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

106 


Wheat and Flour, 

6,545 

Beans, —* 

18 


Rye, ~ 

2 

Bariev and Bear, 

30 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

95,088 




Beans, — 

4,002 




Peas, — 

4,002 



• 

Barley and Bear, 

12,695 


* 7 * There were no bounties or drawbacks paid on the exportation, nor any duties received 
on the importation of grain, in this year, for either England or Scotland. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1774. 

Britjh 

Foreign 

1774 . 

. Quarters . 

England. 

Q ; s . 

Qrs . 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

15,171 

1 S 1 

Wheat and Flour, 

269,235 

Rye, — 

1,434 

826 

Rye, 

41,427 

Barley and Malt, 

2,416 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

155.148 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

16,286 

25 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

312,908 

Beans, — 

9.443 

797 

Beans, — 

16,401 

Peas, — 

3,211 

107 

Peas, — 

2,780 

Indian Corn, 

— 

1,880 

Indian Corn, 

S .945 

Buck Wheat, 

— 

50 


Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

122 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

I 9 . 9 f 4 

Beans, — 

9 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

80,591 

Barley and Bear, 

495 

— 

Beans, — 

2,505 




Peas, — 

2,705 




Barley and Bear, 

16,360 




Buck Wheat, 

4 

The amount of the bounties and drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the exportation of grain 

from England, was 5,961!. 

12$.: and 

upon that from Scotland, to 61I. ns. lod. 


The duties received upon grain imported into England, 

amounted to 12,379!. 4s. 3d.: and 


upon that imported into Scotland, to 1,336!. us. 8<J. 
Vol. IV. G g 
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EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


1775 - 

Btitijh 

Foreign 

J 775 - 

Quarters, 


England. 

3 "- 


England. 



Wheat and Flour, 

28,348 

62,649 

Wheat and Flour, 

544 . 6+1 


Rye, — 

2,471 

251 

Rye, — 

33.574 


Barley and Malt, 

45,454 

5.940 

Barley and Malt, 

126,332 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

22,593 

3.773 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

283,827 


Beans, — 

I 4 . 07 S 

343 

Beans, — 

29,862 


Peas, — 

4.70 

212 

Peas, — 

11,275 


Indian Corn, 

— 

4.323 

Indian Corn, 

9 > 6 3 8 


Scotland. 



Scotland. 



Wheat and Flour, 

40 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

26,347 


Barley and Malt, 

20 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

23.119 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

119 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

101,115 


Beans, — 

2 

— 

Beans, — 

1,657 





Peas, — 

1.658 


The bounties paid, in this year, upon grain exported from England, amounted to the fum 
of 7,8421. Jos. 1 id.: and the total of the drawbacks was 1,7981. 16s. 8d. 

There were no bounties nor drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the grain exported from 
Scotland. 

The amount of the duties received, in 1775, upon the grain imported into England, was 
18,4421. 18s. 2d.: and 1,355k is. 3d. was the amount of the duty received upon that imported 
mto Scotland. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1776. 

Briufh 

Forci" tt. 

0 

I/; 6 - 

Qttarter; 

England. 

Qn. 


England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

174,940 

32,467 

Wheat and Flour, 

20,1+S 

Rye, — 

10,369 

63O 

Ilyc, — 

3,415 

Barley and Malt, 

129,104 

2,1 60 

Barley and Malt, 

8,0:0 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

21,936 

8,686 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

373,707 

Beans, — 

33.338 

7,006 

Beans, — 

I 0,055 

Peas, — 

6,562 

8,043 

Peas, — 

19,7 ^ 

Indian Corn, 

— 

1,957 



Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat and Flour, 

3,247 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

43 '-' 

Barley and Malt, 

422 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

479 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

4 , 3 6 S 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

4,849 

Beans, — 

543 

•- 

Peas — 

12 

Peas, — 

543 

— 



Barley and Bear, 

4,428 

— 




The amount of the bounties paid, in 1776, on the grain exported from England, was 
50,925k 7s. 2d.; and the drawbacks were 786I. 8s. The bounties paid upon the exportation 
c.f grain from Scotland, amounted to 1,322k 13s. 9d. 

The whole amount of the duties received on the grain imported into England, in the courfc 
of this year, was 3,6581. 5s. 3d.; and on that to Scotland, was 30I. 12s. 7d. 
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EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED . 

» 777 * 

Bi 

Fvreign 

» 777 * 

Quarters. 

Enc; land. 


Qrs. 

England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

79,120 

5 > 9'4 

Wheat and Flour, 

233,069 

Rye, — 

719 

» 227 

Rye, — 

10,454 

Barley and Malt, 


479 

Bailey and Malt, 

7.981 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

16,874 

12,507 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

366,155 

Beans, — 

22, 44*9 

7.492 

Beans, — 

35,127 

Peas, — 

6,629 

6,742 

Peas, — 

28,702 

Indian Corn, 

— 

8 

Buck Wheat, 

10 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat and Flour, 

2,652 

— 

Wheat and Flour, 

254 

Barley and Malt, 

3* c 45 

— 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

29* 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

7-33 

— 



Beans, — 

422 

— 



Peas, — 

422 

•- 



Barley and Bear, 

6,088 





The bounties paid, in 1777,011 the grain exporfcd from England, amounted to 47,250!. 

7 < 3 .; and the amount of die drawbacks, for the fame year, was 102I. is. iod., and the 
amount of the bounties upon that exported from Scotland, was 2,426!. 15s. tod. 


The duties received, in this year, upon grain imported into England, 8,835!. 13s. qd, ; 


id upon that import's 

d into Scotian 

d, 14s. qd. 



EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED . 

1778. 

Brhjh 

Ftsrr-gt: 

1778. 

Quart i> 

Eng l and. 

Qr J. 


England. 


Wheat and Flour, 

124,698 

13,077 

\\ heat and Flour, 

106,394 

Rye, — 

1,689 

*'7 

Rvc, — 

9 ' 3 2 7 

Barley and Malt, 

100,820 

■ 1 - 39 ’ 

Barley and Malt, 

42.514 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

20,8lO 

8,043 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

199,680 

Beans, — 

1 7>787 


Beans, — 

30,165 

Peas, — 

9.399 

6,221 

Peas, — 

27,768 

Scotland, 



Scotland, 


Wheat and Flour, 

3.295 

— 

Barley and Malt, 

200 

Barley and Malt, 

924 


Oats and Oatmeal, 

1 .490 

Oats and Oatmeal, 

27,690 

— 



Beans, — 

653 

•- 



Peas, — 

653 

— 



Barley and Bear, 

795 

— 



The bounties paid, 

in this year, 

upon the grain 

exported from England, 

amounted to 


40,1011. 16s. 3d. : and 224L 8s. 6d. was the amount of the drawbacks, during the fame period: 
and the amount of the bounties upon that exported from Scotland, was 3,704b 1 is. 6d. 

The whole of the duties received, 1111778, upon the importation of grain to England, was 
4,89c!. 5s. 7d.; and upon that imported into .Scotland, 14!. 3s. ijd. 

(t rr T 


The 
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1778 The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the 
itandard Winchefler bufliel, for eight years, from the commencement of the com regifter a£fc 
in the year 1770, 

ff'Tjeat. Rye. Barley Oats. . Beans. 



s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1 77 1 

5 

io£ 

4 

* 2* 

3 * 

. 3 

*2 

2 

1 

3 

H 

1772 
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4 

4 

7 

3 

2 

a 

°t 

3 

9 

1773 

6 

4 * 

4 

2 

3 

61 - 

2 

*t 

4 

it 

1774 

6 

7 

4 

3 t 

3 

6* 

2 

2 I 

3 

io|- 

1775 

6 

ol 

4 

it 

3 

3 

2 


3 

7 

1776 

4 

9 * 

3 

4 +' 

2 

6* 

1 

lOr 

3 

3 ! 

1777 

5 

K 

3 

6 

2 

6i 

1 

lit 

3 

H 

1778 

5 

3 

3 

61 

2 

10 

1 

I o-l 

3 

Si 

Average of the eight years, 

5 

10 \- 

’ 3 

ii|- 

3 

1 

2 

°t 

3 

8 


The prices of the frneft and coarfcft forts of grain generally exceed and reduce the average 
price as follows, viz, f 

Per bufhel, Wheat, 6d. Rye, 3d. Barley, 3d. Oats, 3d. Beans, 6d. 
The quantity of gold coin brought into the mint from Great Britain and Ireland, by the 
proclamations in 1773, 1774, and 1776, was as follows: 

£. s. d. 

By the firft proclamation, 3,806,435 7 2 deficient more than 6 grains in a guinea. 

By the fecond ditto, 4,876,171 18 3 deficient between 3 and 4 grains. 

By the third diltj, 6,88o ; g86 5 3 deficient between 1 and 3 grains. 

Total of gold coin called in, 15,563,593 10 8 

The expence attending the calling in, re-coinage, &c. of which was, viz. 

Expence to the Bank for melting, — — 

Deficiency in melting, — — — 

Intercft of money advanced to the holders of gold coin, — 

To the matter of the mint, for the charge of recoining, be. 

To certain perfons appointed in fcveral counties to take in and cx- 
exchangc the gold coin, and for other charges and cxpences. 


Total cxpence of calling in the light gold coin, 754,019 19 9 

N. B. The Iofs from the deficiency in the coin brought in by the firft proclamation, 
(amounting nearly to 300,0001.) was thrown on the holders of the coin, and therefore could 
not be included in this account. 

In the courfe of this year, a trial of the pyx of all the monies coined in the Tower fince 
Mid; mmer 1774, was made at Weftminfter, before the lords of the privy council; when the 
gold monies, amounting to above fixtecn millions of pounds fterling, were reported to be per¬ 
fectly agreeable in firmnefs to the ftandard trial plates kept in the Exchequer for that fervice.— 
* It 


£. s. d. 
16,786 14 6 
317,314 6 n 
231,982 17 7 
115,459 12 9 

72,476 8 o 
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778 It appeared alfo, that twenty millions and an half of guineas and half-guineas had been coined 
in his Majefty's mintlince the beginning of 1772. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aflent in die courfs 
of this year. 

To allow the exportation of a certain quantity of corn, peas and bifeui't, to Newfoundland, 
for a limited time. , 

For the benefit of captors of prizes from the enemy. 

To enable his Majefty to appoint commiffioners, with fufficient powers, to treat and agree 
upon the means of quieting the difturbances now fubfifting in certain of the American 
colonies. 

To declare the intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the exercife of 
impofing taxes of the American colonies. 

To repeal an aft, that hnpofed a duty on tea imported from Great Britain into any of ths- 
American colonies. 

To repeal an aft for regulating the government of Maflachufet’s Bay. 

For the more effeftually preventing the forgery of acceptances of bills of exchange, or num¬ 
ber of principal fums of acceptable receipts, for notes, bills, Ac. 

[This aft declares, “ that if any perfon fhall falfely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit, or 
caufe or procure to be falfely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly aft or affift 
in the falfe making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any acceptance of any bill of ex¬ 
change, or the number or principal fum of any accountable receipt for any note, bill, or other 
fecurity for payment of money, or any warrant or order for payment of money or delivery of 
goods, with intention to defraud any corporation whatfoever; or fhall utter or publifh as true, 
any falfe, altered, forged, or counterfeited acceptances of any bill of exchange, or accountable 
receipt for any note, bill, or other fecurity for payment of money, or warrant or order for 
payment of money or delivery of goods, with intention to defraud any corporation whatfo- 
foever, knowing the fame to be falfe, altered, forged, or counterfeited; every fuch peifon, 
being lawfully conviftcd thereof, fhall be deemed guilty of felony, and fhall fuffer death as a 
felon without benefit of clergy.”] 

For enlarging the pier and harbour of Scarborough : and alfo fcveral navigable bills. 

For laying a tax on all inhabited houfes, &c. 

For laying additional duties on French and other wines imported into tlii- kingdom. 

To repeal fuch part of an aft, as relates to the manner of difeharging bonds given on the 
exportation of goods to foreign parts. 

To prevent the clandeftine conveyance of fugars from the American colonies. 

For the relief of infolvent debtors. 

For allowing the exportation of certain enumerated goods direftlv from Ireland, to any of 
the Britifh plantations in America, or any of the Britifh fcttlcments on the coaft of Africa. 

To allow the free importation of cotton yarn, manufaftured in Ireland, into any of the 
Britifh ports. 

For regulating lottery offices, Ac. 

The principal claufes in this bill, are as follows; 

“ To oblige every lottery-office keeper to take out a licence, at the expence of 50I. and give 
fecurity not to infringe any part of the aft. 


“ That 
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1778 “ That no perfon fhall difpofc of«i^y part of a ticket in any ftnallcr ffiarc or proportion 

tha^f.tatcenth, on 50I. penalty. <9 

“ That any perfim telling goods, wares, or other merchandize, or who Ihall offer any Ann 
or furns of money, xipcin any chance or event whatfoever, relating to the drawing of any ticket, 
that) be liable to a penalty of 20b 

“ To enable the comm iflioners of his Majtl\v’s Treafury to eftabliffi an office;—all lit arcs 
to be ftampc ! at that office;—the original tickets from which fuch fhares are to be taken, to be 
kept tit that office, till a certain time after drawing ;—books of entry to be regularly kept;— 
perfons carrying fhares to be ftamped to pay a fmall 1'unt fpecified in the aft;—penalties for per- 
fbns foiling Ihareaf not ftamped; and a claufe for pun tilling perfons who ffiall forge the ilamp 
of any ticket.” .. ■ 

The following afts of Parliament of Ireland alfo' received the royal affent in the courfe of 
_ this year. 

For continuing an aft for the further encouragement of tillage. 

For the further encouragement of the whale fifhery carried on from Ireland. 

For the relief of inlolvent debtors. 

For preventing the cutting or deftroyingcf plain, flamed, or printed linens, cottons, lawns, 
or muffins, or other nianufaftured goods. 

For regulating the price and affize of bread, preventing frauds and impofitions in the falc of 
flour, meal, beer, ale, potatoes, butcher's meat, and other articles fold by weight or mcafure 
in the county of Dublin. 

To amrtid and continue an aft for better regulating the baking trade in the city of Dublin, 
and for other purpofes. 

To explain and amend the afts made for the encouragement of thefillieries of that kingdom. 

For encouraging the planting of timber trees. 

To oblige flips more cffeftually to perform quarantine, and for better preventing the plague 
being brought from foreign parts into Ireland, and to hinder the fpreading of infection, fee. 


.Supplies granted by Pailiament for this year.— 

For 60,000 feamcn, including 11,829 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, See. — 

Towards building and repairing fhips of war, — 

Towards difeharging the navy debt, — — 

On account of Greenwich Hofpital, — — 

For 20,057 effeftive land-forces, Sic. — — 

For the pay of the general and fluff-officers, Sec. —- — 

For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Afiica, See. 
For the difference of pay between the Britilh and Iiifh f fubliffiments. 
For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 Htffian troops and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — — 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 1,241 troops of Brandenburg Anfpach, — 

For provifsons lor the foreign troops ferving in America, — 

Carried forward. 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

3,120,000 

0 

0 

389,200 

16 

0 

488,695 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

O 

0 

634,240 

<*x 

0 

x 1 

".473 

18 

6! 

960,843 

18 

9 

52,923 

1 

6 

56,074 

19 

4h 

367,203 

9 

10 

35.441 

i 9 

9 i 

17,370 

8 

2 -l 

93.947 

>5 

8 

34,007 

2 

11 

47,160 

*3 

3 

7 ’ 3 i 2 >S B 3 

7 

9 * 
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Brought over. 

For making good the Ann voted !aft feffion for the Hanau troops. 

For artillery for the foicign troops, • — — 

For the charge of feveral augmentations of the Britifh forces, from 
their feveral coraracikcineats to the 24th of December, — 

For the charge of certain army augmentations, See. — 

For ditto, — — — — 

l or ditto of a corps of infantry of Anhalt Zerbft, &c. — 

For defraying the charge of the militia, embodied from March 26, 1778, 
to the 24th of December following, — — — 

For additional cloarhmg for ditto,' — —. — 

For three regiments of fenciblcs.to be raifed in North Britain, from 
April 25, 1778, to the 24th of December following, — 

For the charge of out-penftoners of ClheJfea Hofpital, See. — - 

On account ol the reduced officers of his Majetly’s land forces, &c. 

For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards. See. — — 

For petitions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 

Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army, Sic. — 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, See. 

For fcrviccs performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1777, 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highland? ol North Britain, 
For the civil eftablifhment of the iiland of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 

Ditto of Raft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Senegambia, — — — 

On account of general furyeys in North America, — 

For defraying the extra cxpences of calling in and recoining the defi¬ 
cient coin of the kingdom, — — — 

To Mr, Edward Moore, for thirteen years employment in compiling a 
genctal index to the journals ol the Houle of Commons, —~ 

To the Rev. Mr. Forfterfor eight years ditto, — — 

To the Rev. Dr. Roger Flaxman for nine years ditto, — 

To Mr. Cunningham, in part ol his payment, for compiling a general 
index, &c. — — — — — — 

To make good the deficiency on the 5th of July, 1777, of the fund 
efh’blifhed for paying certain annuities, &c. — — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iffued by his M.dcfty’s 
orders, in puifuance of the addrclles of the Houle of Commons, 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, Ac. — 

To Mr.-Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts on the Thames, 

For repairing, &c. Britifh forts and fcttlcmcnts on the coal! of Africa, 

Carried over, 10 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

7 > 3 12 , 583 

7 

9 t 

1,675 17 

1 

27.379 

10 

8 

286,632 

14 

6 

18,895 

5 

2 

80,319 

14 

1 

18,071 

12 

0 

402,622 

9 

0 

37.559 

7 

6 

45,608 

0 

0 
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5 

90,939 
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0 

• 
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0 

5 
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0 

0 

,469,923 

1 

4 

382,816 

2 

8 

300,483 

*3 

10 

6,998 
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5 
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O 

0 
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O 

0 
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8 
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O 

0 
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O 

0 
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0 

0 
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vj 

0 
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8 

•o 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 

0 

O 

O 

q 
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0 

0 

43,621 

io 

0 
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0 

0 
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2 

6 
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3 

11 
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0 

,877,004 

16 
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Brought over, 

Towards difcliarging certain Exchequer bills, •— 

For ditto, to be charged on the fir ft aids granted in this year, 
For difcliarging the prizes of the lottery of 1777, — 

To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame. 
Deficiency in the land-tax, —• — — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — —- — 


Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplics. 
Duty on malt, «— —- — 

Land tax at 4s. •— — — 

By annuities and lottery, — — —• 

By Exchequer bills, — — ' — 

By certain furplufies of the finking fund, — — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By ditto, — — •—■ — 

By certain dedu£lions out of falariis, penfions, &c. — 

From the furplus of the two-fevenths ofexcife, &c. —> 

Certain favings in the hands of the Paymafter-general, — 

Ditto, — — — — 

By Exchequer Bills, — — — - 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Supplies granted, — 

Excefs of provifions, — 


£■ 

s. 

a. 

10,877,004 

16 

2'i 

1,500,000 

0 

O 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

480,000 

0 

O 

3 8 -493 

2 

7 » 

252,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

O 

0 

* 4 > 347»497 

l8 

9t 
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s. 
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750,000 

0 

« 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

6,480,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

703,790 

18 

3 ' 

2,296,209 

I 

81 

4.976 

*7 

ij- 

46,825 
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17 

84 

37 > 9 21 

3 

10 

27,690 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

H.378,567 

18 

7 :' 

14,347,497 

18 

9l 

31,069 

19 
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The vote of credit for one million, granted this felfion, and the $00,000!. loan of the 
fourth of May, are both charged on the next aids. 

It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public debt 
funded this year, amounts to fix millions; the intcreft of which, at 
3 per cent, per annum, is — — — 180,000 o o 

Together with the additional annuity of 2I. ros. per cent, per annum, 
for thirty years, which amounts to — — 150,000 o o 


Total amount, 330,000 o o 

This fum was raifed in the following manner :— 

By a tax on houfes, — — — — 264,000 o c 

By an additional tax of eight guineas per tun on all French wines, and 
four guineas per tun on all other wines imported, — 72,558 o o 

Total of new taxes, 336,558 o o 

Intcreft of the additional public debt funded this year, 330,000 o o 

Exccfs of netv taxes, — — — — —■ 6,558 o o 

The 
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1778 The number of chriftenings and burials from December 16, 1777, to December 15, 1778, 
within the London bills of mortality, is as follows :— 

Christened. Buiu-ed. 


Males, 

8 , 793 . 

Males, 

10,235 

Females, 

8.507 

Females, 

10,164 

In all. 

17,30° 

In all. 

20,399 


In the city of Paris, during this year, there were born 11,445 males, and 10,821 females; 
in all, 22,266.—Died, 9,101 males, and 8,011 females; in all, 17,112; and 6,705 children 
were brought to the foundling hofpital. . 

A treatife was about this time publifhed in France, in which a calculation is made of the 
population of the raoft remarkable cities in the world. We are very fenfible of the great diffi¬ 
culty, if not impoffibility of being accurate*in accounts of this nature, as well as the partiality 
of a French calculator ; ncverthelefs, as this feems to be the refult of an induftrious enquiry, 
we ffiall not hclitate to infert it. 


Paris, — 

about 823,276 

increafing. 

Madrid, — 

—7- 340,000 

ditto. 

London, — 

-930,000 

decreafing. 

Amffcrdam, — 

- 350,000 

increafing. 

Lifbon, — 

- 200,000 

ditto. 

Conftantinople, — 

1 

8 

8 

0 

decreafing. 

Venice, — 

-160,000 

ditto. 

Dantzic, — 

—- 240,000 

ditto. 

Peterfburg, — 

— 200,000 

increafing. 

Copenhagen, — 

-100,000 

ditto. 

Stockholm, — 

- 95,000 

ditto. 

Naples, — 

— 230,000 

decreafing. 

Pekin, in China, 

.-900,000 

ditto. 

Rome, — 

-200,000 

ditto. 

Mofcow, • —- 

•— 400,000 

ditto. 


1 3 7 79 The commencement of this year did not pofiefs an appearance aufpicious to the mterefts of 

the Britilh empire. The commiffioners were returned from America, without having an- 
fwered any purpofe of national honour or utility. In ffiort, the whole lyftem of public affairs 
was now entirely different fron>what it had been to the prefent criffs, and the difputes between 
Great Britain and her colonies were changed into a war between this kingdom and France.— 
The queftion therefore was, at this time, whether wc lhould paffively fubrnit to the perfidious 
diftates of that ambitious power, and fuffer it, without rcfiftance, to wreff, as it were, our 
property out of our hands, or endeavour, by calling forth every national rcfource, and em¬ 
ploying every energy of the empire, to force the rebellious colonies to obedience, and make the 
enemy who had fomented, and now fupported that rebellion, feel all the feverity of Britilh 
vengeance. 

France and America having engaged in one common war with Great Britain, the profecu- 
t'ton of war with the one, ncceflarily included liollilities with the other. To aft without 
vigour in America, from the hopes of producing reconciliation, would have been weaknefs in 
Vol. IV. H h the 
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t;79 the extreme; and to have affented to her independence, in order to direct the whole force of 
the Britifli enipire to the punifhmcnt of France, (which’was a meafure recommended by fome 
leading perfons of the.party who oppofed the miniftry) would have found no encouragement 
fi om the general opinion of the nation.—Nay, it was in opposition to fuch an opinion, deli¬ 
vered fay the Duke of Richmond in the Houfc of Lords, that Lord Chatham uttered his laft 
words,—pouring forth, even amidft pain and dSath, the laft effufions of that brilliant and 
energetic foul, whofe unbounded powers were uniformly exerted in the fervicc of his country: 
thus doling a glorious life, by a ftili more glorious exit. 

The war with France was, in truth, a matter of necelfity: Parliament confidered it in that 
point of view, and exprelfed its warmed refolutions to fupport the crown to the utmoft in the 
profecution of it; while the nation in general manifefted the mod lincere determination to 
fecond the efforts of government. 

At this time, the ifiue of the engagement between the Britilh and French fleets, on tlie 
27th of July, in laft year, was become a rettewed matter of confideration among all ranks and 
clafles of people. The difculfion of this fubjeft not only animated private convention, but 
became the principal topic of the different public prints ; till, at length, it was introduced into 
Parliament, and brought on the public accufation of Admiral Keppel, for mifeonduft, Ac. by 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, who had commanded the blue divifion of the fleet under him. In confe- 
qucnce of this charge, Admiral Keppel was brought to trial by a court-martial; and, after a 
Jong inveftigation of every fpccies of evidence that could be produced, he was acquitted of all 
the charges that had been brought againft him, in the Bioft honourable manner. He was de¬ 
clared, in the moft explicit terms, to have a£ted the part of a judicious, brave, and experienced 
officer; and the accufation was condemned in terms of the utmoft feverity. 

This engagement, it was contended, excepting the mere deftruftion of the enemy’s fhips, 
had produced ail the benefits which could have been derived from the moft complete vidlory; 
as, in confequencc of it, the Britifli commerce was fully protected, while that of Franee was 
greatly diftrefled; and the Britifli fleet remained maftcr of the fea during the remainder of the 
campaign, while that of the enemy dared not venture out of port.—There were many, how¬ 
ever, who held a very different opinion qf the general effefls of this firft naval conteft ; and 
■who ftrenuoufly maintained, that one of thofe happy opportunities had been permitted to efcnpe, 
•which, when feized with promptitude and vigour, frequently decide, at one firm, compacted 
stroke, the fate of wars and empires. 

The unhappy confequences of the American war had, by this time, affcfled Ireland in a 
very alarming manner. Her immediate lofles, indeed, confidered merely as a fpccific funi in 
point of calculation, could certainly hold no companion with thofe fuftaiaed by England ; 
yet the leficr lofs was more feverely felt by the poorer country, than the greater had hitherto 
been by that which fo much exceeded it in commercial capital. Other caufes, however, ami 
which proceeded dire&ly from the American war, concurred in accumulating the diftrclfcs of 
3 reland ; befides the ancient reftraints upon her commerce, an embargo had been continued 
from the year 1776 : thus her great ftaplc commodities of beef and butter were ihut up and 
perifhing in their warehoufes, at the very time their great,—their only free,—and, consequently, 
only valuable manufacture, that of linen, was greatly contrafted by the American troubles. 

Although nothing could be more diftrefling to the Irifh than this embargo, yet it was very 
far from anfwering the purpofc for which it was impofed: for it neither appeared at that time, 
nor bas it fince been proved, that the French armaments were laid by, or even deferred, from ‘ 
3 the 
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1779 the want of Irifh provifions; and their Weft India iflands were fo far from being ruined on 
that account, that they were Well known to have been l'upplied with many articles upon as 
good terms as our own. 

But this was not all:—The Irifh beheld, with grief and difmay, that the northern parts of 
Germany, and qther countries adjoining to the Baltic, were, with great avidity, preparing to 
grafp at that beneficial trade, which was*flipping out of their hands. They had already begun 
the experiment, were fparing no induftry or cxpence in procuring proper fait for the purpofc, 
and proper perfons for inftruCting them in the art of curing and packing their beef, and had 
even font fomc confiderable quantities of it to the French market. Although thefe fampics 
did not approach to any degree of competition with the Iriili beef, in point of goodnefa, ne- 
vcrthelefs, the very attempt was a natural fubjeCl of alarm. The vaft profits which the fup- 
ply would afford, from the lowncfs of rents, and the chcapnefs of cattle in thofe countries, 
would occafion great improvements both in the articles of feeding and curing: and it is a com¬ 
mercial maxim as univerfally known as experimentally dlabiifhed, that a branch of trade 
once loft, or even transferred, is rarely to be recovered. To render all thefe circuimlances of 
lofs and alarm the more mortifying, it was generally faid, and from the authority of thole 
who firft made the declaration, univerfally believed, that the fuuice of thefe mifehiefs was 
neither more or lefs than a job, which owed its origin, or, atlcaft, its continuance, to mini- 
ftcrial favour, and a partiality to particular contracts. 

But other circumftances, bolides the (hackles on her trade, combined to augment the dill refs 
of this country :—The rent of lands in Ireland, within the lall thirty years, had been very 
much encreafcd : but though this rife in tire rents muft have been generally fupported by the 
prices given in thofe markets which took off the produce of the lands, yet. it appeared, too 
evidently, that competition, and a (pint of fpcculation, had their fir a re in the rife, and when 
they fell, a very general failure of credit accompanied them. 

Under thefe circumftances, numbers of the labouring and manufacturing part of the com¬ 
munity found thenil'elvcs without employment, and, confcquentJy, deftitute of the neceffaries 
of life. Though great and numerous a&s of private charity, aided by the liberalities of public 
fubfeription, did, in 1'ome rueafure, alleviate this alarming calamity, and though 20,000 poor 
were continually fed, for a confiderable time, in the city of Dublin onhg yet thefe efforts 
could produce only a partial remedy, and it was very evident, that employment alone could 
give certainty to that fubfillencc which their daily labour had hitherto provided for them. 

It is alfo more than probable, that a portion of this dill rtfs might have arifen from that 
fluctuation of commerce which happens frequently in the bell of times : but be that as it may, 
the fituation of that kingdom forced itfelf on the attention of many perfons of confederation in 
this; fo important and prelling a fubieCt had therefore been, in fome degree, brought forward 
in the Houle of Commons previous to the rccefs during the Chriflinas holidays. On that 
occafion, the diftrefles of the Irilh people were difptaycd in the llrongeft colours, and it had 
been very powerfully urged, that it was abfolutcly neccfiary to the welfare of Great Britain, to 
afford afpeedy and cflcntial relief to Ireland, which, it was aliened, could alone be done, to 
any effeft, by removing thofe impolitic reftriClions on their trade, which owed their rife 
merely to the narrow lpirit of monopoly, operating upon miftaken notions of all true com¬ 
mercial principles ; tilde reftriClions being, in reality, as contrary to the real intcrefts of this 
country, as they were hoftile to the profperity of the filler kingdom. Notice was therefore 
given, that a bill would be propofed for granting commercial relief to Ireland. 

H h 2 
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1779 Accordingly, the firft propofitioiw held out in favour of that country, although not fpecifi, 
cally applied or moved for, went to the granting her a general exportation in all matters, ex¬ 
cept her woollens; the eftablifhment of a cotton raanufaftory under that right, and a liberty 
of trading to and from America, the Weft Indies, and the coaft of Africa. But thefc were 
oppofed, on the idea of their being too general and extenfive, as well as .too alarming to the 
manufa&urers here, and were, by degrees, narrdwed in fuch a manner, until the fupporters 
of them entered into a kind of comprotnife, to give up the general outline of relief, and to 
confine themfdves to fome particular and fpecific proposition. It was accordingly moved, 
that the Houfe fhould, on a given day, rcfolvc itfelf into a committee, to take into considera¬ 
tion the ads of Parliament relating to the importation of fugars from the Weft Indies into 
Ireland. 

The declared obje£l of this motion was to repeal that claufe in the a£t of navigation, by 
which all (hips laden with fugars were compelled to bring their cargoes direftly to England, 
from whence the quantity neceflary for the confumption of Ireland was afterwards to be re¬ 
exported to it. This queftion was fairly and coolly debated on both fides, without any ap¬ 
pearance of warmth, but fuch as naturally arofe from the locality of reprefentation ; and was, 
at length, carried only by a majority of five votes. 

In the mean time, the clamour without doors, and the oppofition from the tmnufa&aring 
diftri&s, was much lefs violent than they had been in the preceding feffion.—Glafgow and 
Manchcfter, however had petitioned ; and the minifter fuddcnly veering from the neutral ftate 
Ire had hitherto kept In the bufinefs, the propoled relief was rejefted on the 18th of March, 
by a majority of one vote more than that which had advanced it to the firft ftage.of parliamen¬ 
tary cxiftence. 

As the affairs of Ireland will compofc, in future, a very interefting and important psgt of 
this work, we (hall prepare the way to a right underftanding of them, by bringing into one 
point of view the principal arguments that were urged at the different periods in which this 
bufinefs was agitated, whether in fupport of, or in oppofition to the propofed meafure. 

It was contended, that leaving all ideas of liberality, or even jufticc out of the queftion, we 
were impelled, by a neceflary regard to our own prefent fecurity and future prefervation, to 
eberifh and maintain the remaining parts of the empire, and to concentrate the whole body of 
the people in one common bond of union, which could be produced by no other means than 
by a general communication of interefts, and participation of benefits.—That the people of 
Ireland expefted, and had an undoubted right to d.emand reliefThat this was no time, 
after the heavy lofs of the colonies and of our American commerce,’ to hazard that of our 
fitter kingdom, whether by invafion or feparation, one of which wa* already threatened, and 
the other by no means an objeft of idle apprehenfion, if the expefied relief was not afforded 
to it.. But even fuppofing that the loyalty and patience of Ireland (hould be invincible, and 
that neither a conqueft or feparation fhould take place, though we fhould continue to pofiefs 
the foil of that kingdom, we fliould lofe the inhabitants; who, as foon as a peace took place, 
if our oppreffion continued, would emigrate in great numbers to America, and carry their 
arts, manufa&ures, and induftry along with them.—It was aflerted that the American armies 
had been numeroufly recruited by the unhappy emigrants from Ireland; who, being driven 
from their country by want, were compelled by the fame neceflity to take up arms in a quarrel 
in which they had no intereft, and to fhed their blood in a conteft with their friends and 
brethren. 


The 
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z779f The Irifti Were alfo fated as the belt cuftomers in many articles of Britifh merchandize and 
manufa£tures ; that we long derived the advantages of wealth and power from them, which 
would be proportion ably increafed under a wife and liberal fyfam of government; and that 
every commercial benefit we granted to- them, would return, with accumulated intercfl, to 
■ ourfclves. 

Front the papers produced to juflify'thefe, and fimilar affertions, it appeared, that the ex¬ 
ports from England to Ireland, on an average of ten years, amounted to 2,057,000b yearly ; 
and that the exports from Ireland to England, on a fimilar calculation, did not exceed 
i,353,°o°l. per annum; confcqucntly, the balance in favour ot England, during that period, 
exceeded 7,000,000b failing; exclufive of which-were to be confidered the immenfe fumx 
drawn from Ireland in rents to ahfentees, penfions, the emoluments of places held by Eng- 
lilhmcn, cxpenccs on appeals in law and equity, as well as thofe of buimefx and of pleafure. 

It alfo appeared, that the decrcafe of exports from England to Ireland, during the Jaft two 
years, amounted, on an average,.to no lei's a fum than 716,000b per annum ; from whence it 
was rcafonably foretold, how great the lofs would be to the revenue, as well as to the trade, 
and manufa&ures of this country, if the difaciles of Ireland were fuffered to accumulate.— 
It was very naturally aiked, whether fuch a country, with fuch benefits as we derived from it, 
was to be committed to any hazard, or to be rendered a conftituent part of our body politic, 
of our common flock of wealth, ilrcngth, and defence ? and whether a kingdom lliould he 
facrificed to a fingle town, to the monopoly of a particular diftrift, or to the ill-judged cla¬ 
mours |nd idle prejudices of any body of manufacturers whatever?—The experience of delay- 
ill fatisfying America was flrongly urged, and the good fruit of an early gratification of the 
withes of Ireland forcibly fated and recommended. 

On the other hand, the diftrefles of Ireland were faid to be greatly overcharged : but that, 
even if tile melancholy defeription were ftri&ly true, the grievances complained of were not to 
be attributed fo much to the trade laws here, as to the mal-admmiftration there,—to faults in 
the internal conllitution of their government, and to general mifmanagement in the conduit 
of their affairs.—Thefe were matters which lliould be fir ft enquired into and redreffed ; and 
w ithout fuch a preliminary meafurc, no fubfantial relief could be afforded. It was faid, that 
the unhappy confequences of the American war were equally felt in both countries; that Ire¬ 
land bore no more than her fhare in the common calamity ; and that if her people were with¬ 
out bread, our own manufacturers were alfo without that employment winch could procure 
it. That in this fate of common diitrefs, however pur feelings might be affbile.d with refpeil 
to our Irifh brethren, our fympathy was more naturally attracted by thol'c fufferings which 
were immediately within our knowledge ; and, that however alarming a rebellion in Ireland 
might be, it could not be a matter of fuch ferious apprehenfion as a rebellion at home ; an 
event which was equally probable, if any addition was made to the fufferings which our ma¬ 
nufacturers already endured, by a furrender of thofe advantages in trade which they confidered 
as their birth-right. 

This bufinefs was however taken up in the Houfc of Lords, but palled off, on government 

undertaking to prepare a proper plan for accomodating the affairs of Ireland, and to have it 
ready to lay before. Parliament early in the enfuing feffior,: fomc laws, however, relating to 

Ireland bad been paffed in this, the heads of which will be found in the commercial afts of 
this year. 


That 
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That it was neceffary to affift Ireland, in point of mere commercial policy, was as clear as 
evidence could make it.—But the fpirit of the people of that kingdom was beginning to aroufe 
from its dormant ftate, to demand that as a right, which wc had delayed to grant as a favour. 
The example of America was before them, and they (hewed a difpofition to follow it j for, 
exclufivc of fome very ferious riots which happened in this year, wc have the following articles 
to confirm our relation, * 

At an afiembly held at the Tholfel of the city of Dublin, on the 16th of April, 1779, the 
following refolutions were agreed to 

** Refolved,—That the unjuft, illiberal, and impolitic oppofition given by many fi*jf- 
interefted people of Great Britain to the propofed encouragement of the trade and commote 
of this kingdom, originated in avarice and ingratitude. 

“ Refolved,—That we will not, direftly or indireftly, import or ufe any goods or wares, 
the produce or manufafture of Great Britain, which can be produced or manufaftured in this 
kingdom, till an enlightened policy, founded on principles of juft ice, (hall appear to a ft. u ate 
the inhabitants of certain mauufafturing towns of Great Britain, who have taken fo aftive a 
part in oppofing the regulations propofed in favour of the trade of Ireland ; and that they ap¬ 
pear to entertain fentiments of refpeft and affeftion for their fcllow-fubjefts of this kingdom.” 

At the fummer aflizes for the county and city of Waterford, the high (heriff, grand juries, 
and principal inhabitants met, for thc«purpofe of taking into confideration the prefent ruinous 
ftate of the trade and manufafturcs, and the alarming decline in the value of the ftapie com¬ 
modities of that kingdom ; and looking upon it as an indifpenfablc duty that they owed to 
their country and themfelves, to reftrain, by every means in their power, thefe growing evils, 
they came to, and figned the following refolutions : — 

“ Refolved,—That we, our families, and all whom we can influence, (hall, from this dav, 
wear and make ufe of the manufaftures of this country, and this country oriiy, until l'uch 
time as all partial reftriftions on our trade, impofed by the illiberal and coatrafted policy of 
ourfiftei kingdom, beYemovcd: but if, in confequence of this our refolution, the manufac¬ 
turers (whofe intereft we have more immediately under confideration) (hould aft fraudulently, 
or combine to impofe upon the public, we (hall hold ourfclves no longer bound to countenance 
and fupport them, 

“ Refolved,—That we will not deal with any merchant or fliopkeeper who (hall, at any 
time hereafter, be detefted in impofing any foreign manufafture as the manufafture of this 
country.” 

On the 16th of April, Admiral Pigot brought forward, in the Houfc of Commons, the 
fubjeftofhis brother, Lord Pigot’s depofition, imprifonment, and death ; and concluded it 
with a motion, which met with the higheft approbation of the Houfc, for an addrefs to his 
Majefiy to direft his attorney-general to profecute George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Floycr, and George Mackay, Efqrs. for ordering their governor and commander in chief, 
Lord Pigot, to be arrefted and confined under a military force, &c.—Thofe perfons were after¬ 
wards tried, and found guilty. Lord Pigot was a faithful fervant of the Eaft India Company : 
to execute the commiffion with which he had been entrufted, was his determined refolution , 
and if liis zeal impelled him to what has the appearance of violent proceeding, he feems, in a 
great degree, to be juftified by the circumftances about him : and that particular aft of Appen¬ 
ding members of the council, which was the chief article of accufation againft him, was the 
firft aft of his accufers themfelves, when they entered upon the adminiftration of that power 

from 
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1 779 from which they had depofed their governor.—He certainly poflefied the moft incorruptible 
integrity ; as, in a country where corruption feemed to pofFefs a licence, he refufed a bribe, 
amounting in value to 6oo,oool, ftcrling, merely to delay, but for a fhort time, the reinflate- 
ment of the Rajah of Tanjour. * 

But leaving, for a while, thefe internal difputes and diffentions, let us now turn our eyes 
to an objeft of greater magnitude,—to, a more extended field of aftion ; where partial evil 
feems to fink under the weightier preffure of general calamity, and a combination of power 
that appeared irrefifliblc. 

France had been, for fome time, diligently and artfu 11 employed in procuring the acccflion 
of Spain to tire caufe which file had efpoufed- That ambitious power was convinced, not- 
withftanding the hopes Ihe had conceived from her great preparations, that they were not ade¬ 
quate to the defign Ihe had formed bf compelling Great Britain to fubmit to the terms ihe had 
arranged, in conjunSion with the United States of America. She was fenfible of the danger 
which threatened her commerce, and was alarmed for the refourccs of her marine power.—In 
the courfe of another year, Ihe had every rcafon to apprehend that the fleets and privateers of 
Great Britain, were they to continue tlicir career, would reduce her to fuck diftrefs, as en¬ 
tirely to difable her from pirofecuting the grand objeft of her wifhes. 

In this critical fituation, Ihe reminded the court of Spain df the foiemn engagements of the 
Family Compaft : fhc reprefented, in the ftrongeft manner, that if the French branch of the 
line of Bourbon were to be humbled by Great Britain, that the Spanifh branch muft inevita¬ 
bly partake of its humiliation, and they would be both degraded a lccond time in the eyes of 
all Europe. 

The felicitations of the French court were, however, for a certain period, unfucccf ful 
Spain did not, at that time, think it her intereft to co-operatc in the difmemberment of the 
Britifh empire ; and foe was rather difpofed to look forward to future contingencies, than to 
confult the apparent intereft of the prefent moment. The precedent of a fuccefsful rebellion 
in any colonies, was confidcrcd, and with great reafon, by the Spanifh court, as too danger¬ 
ous to be encouraged and aflifted in the manner propofed by France. The American pof- 
feftions of Spain were, in many refpefts fimilar to thofc of Great Britain in that quarter of the 
globe, and the example of Britifti America might excite difeontents and commotions in the 
Spanifh colonies, where it was well known turbulent fpirits were not wanting to foment them. 
It was certainly the true policy of Spain to refift the infinnating proportion, of France ; and, 
for a time, flic did refift them : at length, however, the French felicitations at Madrid became 
more fuccefsful and the Spanifh monarch was prevailed upon to make an. offer of his media¬ 
tion between France, North America, and Great Britain. 

His Catholic Majefty afted upon this occafion with great forefight andkcircumfpe£!ion. 

He waited till the military and naval forces that had been employed in the late quarrel between 
Spain and Portugal were returned from Brazil; and till the rich fleets from Mexico and Peru 
were fafely arrived in the harbours of Spain. As foon as thefe were fecured, he affirmed the 
charaftcr of mediator between the powers at war. Great Britain acceded to tins attempt to¬ 
wards a pacification ; and the terms propofed by the Spanifh monarch were to the following 
purport:— 

“ That all parties fhould difarm immediately, and agree to an univerfal collation of hofti- 
litics in all parts of the world ; that they fhould remain in poffcffion of the places and territo¬ 
ries they occupied at the time this fufpenfion took place that a meeting lhould be appointed, 

where 
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a 7 79 where the minifters of France and Great Britain fhould fettle their refpeflive differences; that 
France fhould not interfere in the fettlcment of the difpute between Great Britain and the 
Hates of America, which fhould be left entirely to the decifion of Spain; that, in the mean 
time, the American ftates fhould be treated with on a footing of independence; and, that in 
cafe an accommodation was not effe&ed, hoftilities fhould not recommence till twelve months 
notice had been given of fetch an intention,” * - 

Such were the proportions held out to the belligerent powers; and Great Britain did not 
liefitate, on her part, to refufe a mediation founded oa principles fo inimical to her ihtcrefts 
and glory. 

On this declaration, Spain immediately.determined to alTociate herfelf with France and 
America againft Great Britain. This refolution was taken fo abruptly, on receiving the de¬ 
nial of the Britilh Court to coincide with the meafurfcs propofed, that it became as evident as 
the appearance of things could make it, that the mediation which had been propofed, was 
not founded on a fufficient bafis of impartiality to raider it worthy of confidence. -» 

Oi} the 16th of June, the Spanifh ambaflador dedared the intentions of his fovereigri to the 
court of London.—The refeript which 'he delivered on the occafion, was £ loofe, defultory 
compofition, confiding entirely of vague accufations and general afiertions, without any argu¬ 
ments to enforce the one or fupport the other. The circumftanccs which it ftated, carried 
no weight or conviftion; and coulck not, by any fophiftry, have been clbathed with the 
femblance of juftifiable caufes for fuclx a ferrous and violent meafurc as a rupture between the 
two nations. 

It fet forth,—That the King of Spain had ufed his utmofi endeavours to bring about a re¬ 
conciliation between Great Britain and the powers with which flic was at war, but that they 
had been rejected in a manner that manifefted an hoftile difpofition in that court. 

It reprefented the condud of the Britilh miniftry, refpefting the mediation it had accepted 
on the part of Spain, as difingenuous, and tending only to protraft it, by vain pretences and 
evallve anfwers. 

It complained of infults offered to the Spanifh flag, and outrages on the territory of Spain 
in America ; for which reparation had been demanded, and never received. 

It alfo contained one charge of a nature not to be paralelled in all the proceedings of the 
corps diplomatique ; in which was fpecificd, in one line, that the number of infults and inju¬ 
ries which Spain had received from Great Britain, amounted to juft one hundred! 

The complaints contained in this refeript were aafwered in a very forcible and circumftnn- 
tial manner, by a paper which was tranfmitted to the Spanifh ambaflador after his departure, 
to the following effeft 

• “ As nothing could be more diftant from the King’s intention than to break the friendfhip 

fubfifting between Great Britain and Spain, it is by order of his Majefty that fuch a ftate of 
the matters fet forth in the Spanifh declaration is offered, as he doubts not muft fhew the fin- 
cerity with which his Majefty has endeavoured to maintain the general tranquillity. 

“ The little defire of peace, as fuppofed on the part of the King, is deduced from the con- 
duft attributed to Great Britain during the laft negotiation t—After the profeffions of the im¬ 
partiality of his Catholic Majefty, his offers of mediation between Great Britain and France, 
and after the acceptation of the fame, the declaration affirms—‘ That every ftep had been 
taken neceffary to produce the beft effefts, in order to prepare the two powers towards an 
"itnodation equally honourable to both parties; that, to this end, wife expedients had 

‘ been 
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l 7 ~t L ) ' >e ' n propokd ; hut notwithflaiuling thefe terms were conformable to fudi as the court of 
London, at other times, judged proper and conducive to an accommodation, they were how¬ 
ever rejc&ed in a manner, that too well proves flic reluctance, on the part of the ftritilii cabi¬ 
net, to reft ore peace to Europe, and ro preferve the friendthip of his Catholic Mfteftv.’ 

“ The conditions offered by France were, to the hightft degree, injurious and inadmiffk •, 
the King exprcfsly declared, that he confidcrcd them as i'uch ; and nothing can be mote evi¬ 
dent, than that the expedients offered by Spain inevitably tended to enforce theie very inju¬ 
rious conditions, but juft before declared as inadmiilibie. 

“ The pernicious confequcnccs of the propofed expedients Iiad been explained to the court 
of Spain, by order of the King, which were, in the molt amicable manner, cxprcfdy rejected. 
Had it been otherwife, there could be no reafon for an ultimatum: yet it is not, without 
aftoniflnncnt, that, after the ftrft anftvcr, the King received the ultimatum from the court or 
Spain, not only containing the very fame offers thus iejected, but announced with fcarce any 
difference in point of form. The declaration f uithe.r fays, ‘ That, on the adth of September, 
the court of Spain had notified to the belligerent powers, that in cafe the negociation did not 
fuccced, fhe would then determine how to aftIf the open part the court of Spain now takes, 
be that flic fecretly intended, at that time, it would have been more confident with hc> dT- 
niry to have avowed it then, and to have ranged hcrfelf openly under the banners cf France. 

“ Inftcad of fucli a conduct, the court of Madrid, affeiling impartialitv, hath offered to 
mediate, but not to dilate the terms ol peace, promiiing to communicate to each court the 
conditions claimed by either, that fo they might be modified, explained, or rejcdcJ. When 
the propolais made by France were rejefted, and the declaration made to Spain to ccafe ha 
mediation, fincc her endeavours did not fuccced, it was accompanied with affuranccs, that the 
fi iendfhip fubfifting between the two nations fhouid not be interrupted. 

“ How far this is true, appears from the aflual-declaration announcing hoftilities on the 
part of Spain ; without venturing to ftate the non-acceptance of the terms as one of the raufes 
of the war; but fhouid it be otherwife infinuated, it will furnifh hr, Maj-fty with an additi¬ 
onal reafon to complain of the injuilicc and arrogance of iuch a preteniion. 

“ The previous cauics which the court of Spain hath tliouglit proper to urge, arc, the inf.tu- 
againft her flag, and the violation ol her ter; itory. As to the firft, thefe are the terms of he- 
memorial. ‘ Prizes have been made; .vcfTids have been fearehed and phindcicd , many have 
been fired upon who were fotccd to defend tiiemfclves, t'ne regiften and packets belonging t ■ 
the court, and found on board his Catholic Majdty’s packet boat., have been opened and torn 
to pieces.’ 

“ American veffels of everv kind have been received into the ports of Spain: they have been 
furniihed with falfe documents, and buffered to carry Spanilh colouis, their privates s ha. 
plundered all nations without diftindion, and fuch has been the induflry of the Spamih m — 
niflry, in order to enhance the number of grievances, that thefe depredations were re n relented 
by them as iniuries committed bv Great Britain. Thclc complaints icMo.n Ipccificd the author 
of the fuppofed iufult; tliofe which did, wore frequently ill-founded, and in general frivolous : 
however, it is granted, that the anfwers were friendly. The King thought it worthy of him - 
fclf not only to ufe every precaution ncccilary to prevent difordt rs w Inch might offend neutral 
powers, but alfo to exert every effort to punifhthc authors and repair the loin of the lufferers. 
Such has been his conduft. at all times, when pofliblc to diicovcr .and couvift the guilts. 
Vo I.. IV. • 1 i Among 
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1779 Among tlie vaft operations of the prefent war, fomc irregularities may have happened, but 
when fuel) cafes were proved, reftitution was made with ample damages and all charges paid. 

“ It has been advanced, * That his Catholic Majefty formally declared to the court of Lon- 
don, ever iinee France commenced hoflilities, that the court of Madrid would regulate her 
conduA by that of the court of Great Britain neverthelefs, thirteen Englifh vcflels have been 
feized, on what pretence, or by whofe order, we are Hill to learn, although his Majefty or¬ 
dered fetch reprefentations to be made as are ufual on the like occasions, between nations in a 
ftate of amity ; which his Majefty did,—not attributing thcl'c feizures to a perfidious and in¬ 
imical defign, until the conduA of the court of Spain was better explained by the prefent 
declaration. 

“ The pretended violation of the Spaniib territory may be reduced to four heads: 

“ Firft, That the dominions in America belonging to the court of Spain have been threat¬ 
ened, without fpccifying time, place, or circumftancc. 

“ Secondly, The memorial mentions, ‘ That the Indians have been fetagainft the innocent 
inhabitants of Louifiana, who ntuft have fallen viAims to their fury, had not even the Chic- 
taws repented and revealed the conlpiracy.’ It is well known, that the governor of New Or¬ 
leans tried to reduce tire ChiAaws, and that he received, with open arms, thofe tribes, which 
committed devaftations in the Englifb Weftent fcttlements. Thefe tribes returned, but were 
not let againft the Spaniih territory; it was never attempted, nor was fuch an idea ever en¬ 
tertained. 

“ The declaration afTerts, * That a formal reprefentntion was made to the court of London 
concerning thefe different grievances ; and feeing the equivocal expreflions on the two picccd- 
ing points, fuch remonftrances were particularly neceflary towards the ft riel ohfervattce of the 
good faith between two nations at peace.’ It is not true, that the lcaft reprefentation was ever 
made on either of the two preceding articles; to which the nioft ample and 1 at is rift or y anfwers 
might have been given- 

“ Thirdly, They pretend, ‘ That the fovercignty of his Catholic Majefty, in the province 0! 
Darien, and on the coail of Saint Bias, hath been ufurped , the government of Jamaica hav¬ 
ing appointed an Indian to the rank of General over thofe provinces.’ On this fubjcA, in- 
ftruAions were dilpatched, bearing date the 28th of April laft, as is ufual between nations in 
friendihip; no advices being received from Jamaica on this matter, frelh orders were Cent fu: 
a full explanation ; but, in point of time, no anfwur could yet be cxpeAtd. 

“ fourthly, * 1 hat the territory in the Bay of Honduras has been ulurped, aAs of hoftility 
comniitted, the Spaniards imprifoned and their houlcs plundered ; as alfo that England had 
neglcAcd to fulfil the ftipulatcd article relative to this coaft, agreeable to the feventcentli article, 
of the treaty of Paris.’ With regard to the Englifh fubjcA* frequenting the Bay of Hon¬ 
duras, that matter had been regulated according to the afordaid article, and finally adjufttd 
with the court of Spain in the year 1764, fince which period no complaint having been made 
on cither fide, this court is ftiil ignorant whether the ieafl caufe ever exifted. This, finely, 
cannot be included among the pretended grievances which the declaration fuppofes, as having 
been duly repreiented either to the Englifh court, or toiler ambafliidor at the court of Madrid. 

“ Such are the motives alleged by the court of Spain as a juftification, before God and the 
world, for commencing hoflilities againft Great Britain. The King appeals to the aAual ftate 
of affairs, being the fame as that which fubfifted fince the conclufion of the laft treaty, as a 
full proof that no attempt was ever made, on his part, to infringe this treaty. He appeals to 
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1779 hi* uniform conduit ever fincc this epoch, to furnifh ftill (Longer proofs that he hath endea¬ 
voured to preferve the fame, with all the atfiduity and care which the intereils of humanity and 
the happinefs of his fubjeits required. Thimately, he appeals to the conduit of Ins enemies, 
and in particular to the declaration of the court of Spain, as the lad proof of the necelTity he is 
under to defend the rights of his crown and people, again ft a determined project to invade the 
fame; a projeit wherein the court of hpfcin at length openly joins, without the leaf, rcafon to 
colour fnch a proceeding.” 

Hence it appears, that whatever pretences might he alleged by Spain, for breaking the peace 
with England, it was very evident, that the real motive was to embrace the favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of depreffing Great Britain which was now offered, by the defection of its colonies. 
This could not be otherwife than the gtncral opinion,—though government did notclcapc the 
acrimony of the oppoimon party, when the minifters deliveicd the royal meffage, which ac¬ 
companied the Spanilh manifcfto, to Pailiament: both houfes concurred firmly and unani- 
moiiily in the refolution to fupport, with the utmotl fpirit and vigour, the war denounced 
again!! this count! y by the Houfc of Bout lion. 

Tins was,, without doubt, a very alarming and critical period. But the fpirit and magna¬ 
nimity that were difplayed at this time of danger, fully anfwered the prognotlications of thole 
■politicians, both at home and abroad, who had confidently prediiled that tire combination 
formed againft Britain, would only ferve to difcovfr the amazing rcfources {lie polltffed, and to 
make it evident, that the hopes of its enemies were founded on their ignorance of the real fix¬ 
ation of this country, and the difpofition of its people ; of the greatnefs of its inti inf c wealth., 
and the rcadinel's to employ it with the mo ft boundlefs generofity for the common defence. 

Animated with this laudable fpirit, all parts of the kingdom exhibited fucli an ardent zeal to 
forward every mcafurc necdlary for the protection of the realm, as banifhed alarm and defponJ- 
enev. People of rank and affluence acted evciv where with a patriot liberality, which pren ed 
that the wealth ot the country was ready to afiitt the exigencies of it, anel cveiv poflible orepa- 
ration was made to meet the utmoft efforts of the enemy. In an attempt to feize the ifland of 
Jcrfey, a body of French troops, under the command of Prince N’aflau, had already been rc- 
pulfed in a manner that did infinite honour to the handful of Biitifh fbldiers who were on 
duty there, as well as to the officers who commanded them. 

About this time, however, the tituation of our Weft India ifitmds became very critical.— 
Soon after the capture of the ifland of St. Lucia, Admiral Byron anived with his fquadron in 
the Weft Indies, and joining Admiral Banington, caufcd a very confiderabie alarm among 
tlie French iflands. This licet failed immediately to Martinico, to prosoke Count D'Eftaing 
to come forth and engage them , but, even after he had been lircngthencd by tiie amval ot 
confiderabie reinforcements from France, he remained immoveable in ih-. hsibyttr cf Port 
Koval. His conduct was influenced by eery proper motives, he knew that the convoy., ne- 
ceflary for the homewaid bound trade from the Ihitilh \\ eft lnc.ia ulands would Jinmiiih tnc 
ftrength of the Britifh fleet, and give him an opportunity ot attacking it with advantage. 

A very numerous and valuable fleet of merchantmen having allend'.ed, about the middle of 
June, at St. Chriflopher’s, Admiral Byron determined to convoy them with his whole Iqua- 
dron, a confiderabie part of their vovage. Indeed, tin feparation of it could have been rilqued 
with any prol'petlt offafety ; as we had no pmt in thole illands, of fufficieiu ftrength to have 
afforded proteftion to the remaining div ition of the fleet, againft the great fuperiority ofhnd 
as well as of naval force which Motif. D'Eftaing commanded : bciidcs, the French commander 
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1779 had in his choice to purfuc the convoy, and if he even failed of overtaking it, he could fcarcc- 
Iv have miffed of intercepting the fquadron, on its return, which had been lent to protect it. 
The meai'ureof affording a itrong fafeguard to the trade was, alio, the more indifpenfahle, as 
it was know’ll that M. de la Motte Piquet w’as then on his way from Prance with a confidcr- 
ahle reinforcement to D’Eftaing ; and no common or ordinary convoy would have been iuf- 
ficient for the protc&ion of the trade, in cafe of its falling in with his fquadron. 

This meafure of Admiral Byron, appears to have been the bell: that could be adopted in his 
difficult and critical fituation ; neverthelefs, the firft confequence of his departure was the lol's 
of the ifland of St. Vincent. For no foonerwas the Britilh fleet failed, than Mont. D’Kftaing 
di(patched a body of troops to attack that ifland, which being joined by great numbers of the 
native Cliaribs, the combined ffrength of tbefe foreign and domcflic enemies was too great to 
be vvithftood by an inconfiderablc and ill fupplicd gairifon. Governor Morris did all that an 
aftive, zealous and brave officer could do on the occafion. He had long and repeatedly rc- 
inonftrated to government on the expofed and ill-provided ftate of the ifland, without being 
favoured with any attention from home, for when it was attacked lie bad not 2 50 men to de¬ 
fend it, befides the maintenance of twenty polls, nor ammunition, Ac. fufficient for an hour’:, 
defence: befides, the very inhabitants were many of them luke warm in bis l'upport, and fomc 
of them friendly to the enemy. He, however, to his honour, obtained a capitulation as fa¬ 
vourable as the mod ample means of defence could have qualified him to demand. 

The capitulation of St. Vincent’s took place on the 18th of J une in this year, and in the 
following month, the ifland of Grenada furrendered to the French arms under the command 
of the Count D’Eftaing, but without any capitulation ; as the terms the French commander 
in chief demanded wcie of fucli an extraordinary nature, that Lord Macartney, the Uritkii 
governor, and principal inhabitants thought it better totruft to the law and cuftonts of nations, 
to the juilice of one court and the interpofition of the other, by furrendering at diicrction, than 
to bind tliemfeives to fuch unprecedented conditions. 

But while the Britilh empire was thus threatened by foreign enemies, it had no fir all reafon 
to be alarmed by internal diifitiisfadtion and ditenntent. In Ireiand, affairs levmed to he ap¬ 
proaching faft to a crifis : it was nor, indeed, to be expected, that a country dependent on 
Great Britain, and much limited in the ufeof its natural advantages, lhould not be affected by 
tire caufes and confequcncts of the American war. I’erfons of underffanding in that king him 
could not but perceive, in the prelent combination ofcircumllances, an advantage which wa-. 
now to he improved or abandoned for ever. A new hate of public and private difirvls, toge¬ 
ther with a ftrong ftnfc of recent infults, as they were now confidered, were the principal agents 
which produced this revolution m the temper and difpofition of the people of Ireland. The 
reftrictions on the commerce and manufaftures of Ireland might have been palled over for 
fomeages to come, with, perhaps, even Ids difficulty than they had been endured for near a 
century paft, if temporary diftrefs had not quickened the apprehenfions of the people of that 
kingdom. 

Of all the evils of which they complained, the three years embargo on the only ftaple export 
of that kingdom feemed pregnant with the grenteft mifcliief, and being confidered. horn 
tire conccflions granted to America, as particularly inlulting, was accordingly the mod imme¬ 
diately re fen ted by the people} One of the public writers of that country declared, “ that it 
was lent as a curfe, and operated as a pcftilence.” It was likcvviie, along with its pernicious 
tendency and eftedts, charged with being not only uuconftitutioiul, but abfolutclv illegal 
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1779 But what aggravated every circumftance relative to this bufinefs to the higheft poflible degree, 
was the national contempt which it was fuppofed to convey: for, as it was declared without 
referve, both in Parliament and out of it, to be a government job, it was natural that the in¬ 
dignation of the whole people would be called forth; and when it was reprefented to them, 
by thole whofe opinions were held in the higheft eftimation, that they were reduced to the dii- 
trefs they fuffored, in order to enrich the body of Bririlh contraftors. 

' Some other real or fuppofed matters of irritation or caufcs of jealoufy, as they excited ful'pi- 
cion or apprehenfion, lerved alio to render the fenfe of immediate grievance ordiflrefs ftill mote 
infupportable in that country. Some very ftrong and unprofitable language, ufed in the Bri- 
tiflt Parliament, ferved very much to increafc this apprehenfion and jealoufy in drawing paral¬ 
lels between the conflitution of Ireland and the Colonies, and deriving arguments for the fub- 
xnilTion of the latter from the reftraifits to which the former had been fubjefl. 

Still, however, the hopes of feme confiderable enlargement of their commerce, which was 
repeatedly held out in Parliament, operated, to a very extraordinary degree, in preferving the 
temper and fortifving the patience of the people. But when they found that tittle declarations 
propoUd but very little benefit to them, and little as it was, that it met with no common op- 
pofition from many of the trading parts of Great Britain, tiie hopes of redref? became daily 
more faint, while the ac-.juicfccnce and good temper founded upon them, were proportionally 
exhaufled. They could not but obltrve, that when a bill, which, though of no great eonfe- 
quence, would have afforded fome alleviation to their diftrefies, had been nearly carried through 
the Houle of Commons, the minitler himisif, who they had been made to believe was their 
friend, flood forward to defeat it. The two bills which were afterwards palled in tin fame 
felllon, for permitting the cultivation of tobacco, and encouraging that of hemp in Ireland, in- 
flead of affording i’atisfaftion or promoting harmony, produced adircflly contrary effect, bung 
tonlidered as nothing Ids than mockeries, and as intuits offeied to their diitids. 

In this manner, things were reprelentcd and felt in Ireland ; and when the attempt to keep 
Parliament fitting, for the purpofc ot lettling fome plan for their iatisfaftion, was defeated, t.ia 
iiame which had been for fome time fmothered, broke out with cnnfiderablc violence. 

A lib c; at ions ag.iinft the purchalb and ufc of Britllh manuf.iaurcs, and for the encourage, 
mnit, i:i tu-v poflible degree, of their own, had already taken place in ipme parts of tnat 
couuuv , but Veemed to be kept back, ail a matter of confideration, and a final tefort in cafe 
of extremity, Wythe gi eater part of the kingdom. Ad referve, however, upon this iubieft, 
w 1, now at an' end , allocutions became univctlal; and the non-importation and non-con- 
fumplion agreements included the ufual penalties or denunciations of vengeance, not only 
avainii violators, but attain ft thole impyflors or idlers id the prohibit'd commodities who 
had not acceded .0 the general compact. By tlu.le means, it war computed, that even in the 
preient weak ftatc of their manufactures, a milium fierhag would be laud whicu uentamma;- 
Jv U) Great Britain. This great Casing, it vs as find, would afford fome coraprnuticn o. rc- 
Lu for many of their giievanas and Jiftreffes; and would be the means ot humbhvg the 
pride and puniflring the ingratitude of the towns of Vhincheiler and Glalg m ; which though 
they had been content and iimnenfe gainers in the lull. trade, had been the firft and moil ef¬ 
fective in oppofing and defeating every ineafurc of udrels 01 Kir et watch had been propoied in 

favour of Ireland. . _ . . 

But the turn of affairs and the future fortune of that kingdom were to depend onaffociatum, 

of a very different nature, than any winch related merely to commercial or domefttc reguia- 
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1779 rions. To the accumulation of alarms had been lately added the danger of a foreign invafion, 
■which was the more alarming, as the military force fnpported by Ireland, had been continual¬ 
ly drained off and weakened for the American war. 

In order to provide for rheir defence, military aflbeiations took place, and the fpirit of them 
foon became univerfal throughout the kingdom. It was declared, that they were intended for 
the two-fold purpofe of defending their country'againft foreign enemies and their rights agairut, 
what they thought, domcftic iifurpation : that they were loyal to their King, and affeilionate 
to Great Britain ; but that it was with fuch loyalty and affeftion as confided with their own 
liberty and profperity. Under the influence of this fpirit, large bodies of citizens were (ecri to 
arife, who chofe their own officers, ferved at their own charge, and fubmitted to all the rigoiu 
of military difcipline. Men of large fortune ferved in the ranks; and all this was conduced 
without the leaf! confufion or diforder : On the contrary, the peace of the country and a due 
oloedience to the laws was never more effeftually maintained. Wiicn we reflett on the temper 
lately prevalent in that country, and its fccncs of inteftine divifion, we cannot but confider the 
flate of Ireland which we have juft dcicribed, as one of the 1110ft extraordinary revolutions in 
the hiftory of the world. 

The numbers thus trained were upwards of 20,000 men in the firft year of their affembling; 
tliey were afterwards confiderably incrcafed, and were admirably appointed as well as incom¬ 
parably difeiplined. Government law this proceeding with aftoniftiment: it was in vain to 
offer the lead reiiftance to the defign of a general armament; nor could it be wiflicd to reftrain 
the fpirit fo far as regarded a foreign enemy. Some attempts were quietly made to regulate 
this force and bring it to a£l under the authority of the crown ; but, as they met with no kind 
of fuccefs, it was thoug.rt a wife and neceffary meafurc to fanftify by approbation what could 
not be prevented by oppofrtion. 

The Iiiili, however, after having provided for their defence againft foreign enemies, began 
to look forwards to a claim of their rights, and to an annihilation of all authority of the Bri- 
tiih Parliament over them. Among others, the Britifh mutiny ail was denied to poflefs any 
validity ; and that opinion was fo ferioufly maintained, that the troops were, for fome time, 
in a great degree confined to their refpeftive ftations; as it was a matter of no common dif¬ 
ficulty to perfuadc any magiftratc to iffue billets for their quarters. It required the grcateil de¬ 
gree of temper and circumfpcftion in thofe who governed in Ireland, and in the commanders 
of the King’s forces there, to prevent the collifion of the royal and democratic armies : am! 
they deferve the higheft praile for the prudence of their conduit at fuch an important and 
alarming crifis. 

This ftatc of things was not the work of a party, or of any particular order of men ; but 
■was upheld by every rank, clafs and denomination of the people. The wife and humane con¬ 
duit of the Britilh legiflatute, in relaxing the penal reftriitions of the laws againft the Enghilt 
Roman Catholics, was a meafure of fuch obvious utility, that the example was fpcedilv fol¬ 
lowed by the Irifh Parliament, who communicated funilar benefits to thofe of that profelfiou 
in their own country. Thefe people who form fo great a majority of the Jrifh nation, loon 
perceived, that 3S they now poffcfled a common (hare in the common interefts, fo they were 
equally called upon to the public defence and the fupport of the public rights; (o that ad 
fouucr diftruft and apprchcnfion of each other being laid alkie, one genera! fpiiit and principle 
appeared to operate upon the whole people. 
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1779 A free, unlimited, and univcrfal commerce was the firft objeft of redrefs, for which it ap¬ 
peared, that no com pen fat ion could be admitted, and without which, no other conceffions or 
advantages, however great or beneficial, could afford fatisfaftion : and when the Irifh Parlia¬ 
ment met on the 12th of Oftobcr, they declared in their addreffesto the throne, that nothing 
Ids than a free and unlimited trade could favc their country from ruin. But this was not all: 
the aflbeiations and people at large, not, perhaps, pofTefling a perfeft confidence in the fteadi- 
\ nefs of their own Parliament, and fufpefting that they fliould be amul'cd by empty promifes 
from Great Britain, were determined, if pofhl.de, to prevent the granting the fupplies for the 
two following years, according to the accuftoincd mode ; and, by procuring a fliort money 
bill for fix months only, to make the fitting of Parliament cffentially necefiary to the exaflcnce 
of government. To fuch a mealure, which was confidered by many as an innovation on cl'ta- 
biifhcd forms, and the violent endeavours employed to enforce it, as an invafion of Parliamen¬ 
tary dignity, there appeared a very poweifui oppofition ; but fuch was the univcrfal cry of the 
nation, that its reprefentatives found it necefiary to l'ubmit, and the fhoit money bill having 
palfed on that fide, the nccelfiiics of the period fecurcd the fanftion of the Britifli government, 
to that aft of the Irifh Parliament. 

Such was the relative difpofition of the filler kingdom, on the meeting of the Engliih Par¬ 
liament on the 25th of November, when his Majefty, in his fpeech from the throne, among 
other important matters, exprrffed himfclf with tyfpeft to Ireland in the following manner: 
“ In the midft of my care and foiicitude for the fide tv and welfare of this country, 1 have not 
been inattentive to the ftate of my loyal and faithful kingdom of Ireland. 1 have, in conf'e- 
tjucncc of vmir addrefl'es, prefented to me in the laft i'efiion, ordered fuch papers to be colleft- 
cd, and laid before you, as may afiift your deliberations, on this important bufinefs ; and I 
recommend it to you to confider what further benefits and advantages may be extended to that 
kingdom, by fuch regulations and fuch methods, as may mofi effectually promote the com¬ 
mon firength, wealth, and intcrcfls of all my dominions.” 

The affairs of Ireland, therefore, naturally rook the lead in this feflion . Lord Shelburne 
had introduced an unfucccfsfnl motion of ccnfurc on the minifters, in the Houfe of Lords, m 
fupport of which he difplaved all the eloquence he is known to pollefs, and that complete 
knowledge of his fubjeft which he never fails to difeover whenever that eloquence is exerted. 
Lord Offory alio made a fimslar motion, with fimilar effeft in the Houfe of Commons.— 
However, on the 1 qrlt of December, the minificr opened his propositions fc; affording relief 
to Ireland. They were tlivce in number, anti went to the following articles. To the repeal 
of thofe laws, which prohibit the exportation of Irifh mauufaftures. made of or mixed with 
wool or wool flocks, from Ireland to any part of Europe. That fo much of tlte aft of the 
nineteenth of George II. as prohibits the importation of glals into Ireland, except of Britiih 
mnnufafturc, or to export glai's from that kingdom, be repealed: and that It eland be i offered 
to carry on a trade of export and import, to and from the Uritifh colonies in America and the 
Weft Indies, and her fettlements on the coaft of Africa, fubjeft to fuch.limitations, regula¬ 
tions, reftriftions and duties, as the Parliament of Ireland fhall impute. 

The miniftcr ftated, with equal ability and knowledge of his fubjeft, the propriety and juf- 
ticc, as well as the neccffity of affording relief to Ireland, and entered fully into the claims of 
that country, as well wntli refpeft to her natural and inherent rights, as to thole arifing from 
her particular connrftion with Great Britain. He alfo expatiated at large on the mutual and 
refpeftive intcrefts of both countries, and coikfted into one point of view all the queflions of 
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177 cj commerce and policy winch related to them. In fhort, the refolations wereagreed to without 
any oppofiifion. Bills, founded on the two firil propofitions, were accordingly brought in, 
pallid both Hovfcs and received tlic royal a flint before the Chriflmas rccefs. The third, being 
more complex in its nature, requiring a variety cf enquiry, and being fubjeG to feveral limi¬ 
tations and conditions, was fullered to lay over the holidays, in its prefent ftatc of an open 
pr< polltion ; not only to afford time.for confident ion here, but for acquiring a knowledge of 
the efleG which the meafure would produce in Ireland. 

Several memorials having been prefented to the States General in the courfe of this year, 
by Sir Jofeph Yorkc, the Britilh ambaflador at the Hague, we fhall ftate the contents and 
objects of them. 

The following order of'the French King’s council, which was the objeG of the firft memo¬ 
rial we fliall give at large. • 

“ The King having declared by his regulation of the 26U1 of July Jafr, 'concerning the na¬ 
vigation of neutral veflels, that he referved to himfelf the power of revoking the liberty grant¬ 
ed by tlje firft article, in cafe.the belligerent powers Ihould not grant tlie fame within the (pace 
of fix months; and his Majefty, judging it proper to make known his intentions relative to 
the veflels belonging to the fubjeGs of the republieof the United Provinces of the Low Coun¬ 
tries, has, in council, ordered and declared, as follows 

“ Article I. The republic of the Jinked Provinces not having obtained of the court of 
London the liberty of navigation, equal to that which the King had conditionally promii'cd 
to their fag, and which their treaties with England fliould fecure to them, his Majwfty tc- 
yokes, with refpcG to the fubjeGs of the laid republic, the advantages granted by the full 
article, concerning the commerce and navigation of neutral fliips; and, in confequcncc, de¬ 
clares it his pkaftxre, that the veflels of the faid republic fliall provifionally execute the firfl, 
fccond, third, fourth and fifth articles cf the regulation of the 21ft of OGober, »744 ” 

“ II. His Majefty further declares, that from the date of the 26th of January, 1779, t ^ le 
veffels belonging to the fubjeGs of the faid republic, lhall pay the duty on freightage, as is ci- 
tabliftied by the ordinances and regulations, and particularly by the declaration of the 24th of 
November, 1750 ; and the order of council of the 16th of July, 1757 ; his Majefty referring 
to himfelf the power of laying, when he plcafes, new duties on the commodities of the United 
Provinces, and the productions of their manufactures. 

“ Ill. His Majefly, however, confidering that the city of Amfterdam has made the moft 
patriotic exertions to perfuade the republic to procure from the court of London, the fecuritv 
of that unlimited liberty which belongs to their flag, in confequcncc of her independence and 
integrity of commerce, and winch the rights of nations and treaties fccurc to 'her : and his Ma¬ 
jefty, defirousof giving the faid city a linking example of his benevolence, has referved to the 
Blips freighted by the inhabitants of Amfterdam, the liberty promifed by the firft article of the 
regulation of the 26th of July laft, concerning the navigation of neutral veflels, as to the exemp¬ 
tion of the dpties of freightage; except fucli veflels as arc employed in the French coafting 
trade, which fliall continue to be fubjeG to the order of council of the 16th of fuly, 1757—* 
H '13 Majefty further referves to the inhabitants of the faid city the advantages granted to their 
own commodities, and the produGions of their manufaGures, conformably to what is at pre¬ 
fent praGifed. 

“ IV. To fecure to the veflels of Amfterdam, cxclufivcly, the enjoyment of the advantages 
granted in. the preceding article, his Majefty declares, that the captains of the faid veflels fliall 
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779 ke Applied with a certificate from the Comraiflary of the Marine cftablifhed at Amflerdam, and 
an attestation of the magitlratcs of the laid city, averting that the vcflels were actually freighted 
by the inhabitants of that city, and that they -went diredly from their port for the place to 
which they were bound. 

“ V. 1 he (aid captains fhall he bound, on their return, to appear before the faid Coinmif- 
•^fary °f the Marine, and to give fufiieicrft proof that he landed ins cargo in no other port or 
"harbour of the republic than that of Amfterdam, His Majcfty alio enjoins the laid Com mil¬ 
iary to refufc, in future, any new certificate to thofc, who lliall not he provided with good 
proof of their integrity, or who fhall be convidcd of having landed their cargo in anv other 
port or harbour of the -republic. &o. 

“ Given in the King’s Council, fee. at VcrfaiJlcs, January 14, 1779.” 

, From the memorial prefemed to the States General by Sir Jofepft Yorke, in confcqiwftsce of 
this order of the French King, we fhall felctt the following pafTages. 

“ The King of Great Britain, -from the fiiendfhip he has for your High MightineiTes, &c. 
has hitherto foreborn interfering in the negotiation which has been carrying on, relative to 
tlic protedion to be given to the tranfportation of all forts of naval ftores during the war, 
which is affually carrying on between yaur High MightineiTes and France; but the lait pro¬ 
ceedings of the French court forbid his keeping filcnce any longer; and his Majcfty would 
think he wronged the ancient leagues between his crown and your republic, if he did not in¬ 
form them to what danger they would expofe thcnifelves, by liftening to propofals which will 
oblige them to infringe a neutrality which they have fo often declared they wilhed to fupport, 
and which at once attack tlieir independence, lap the balls of their government, and threaten 
nothing lefs than their difunion. 

“ Your High Mightinefles are too well inftruded, not to fed that a fo'cign power, who 
takes upon itfclf the right of granting particular favours to part.of your government to the pre¬ 
judice of the reft, can have no other view than to fow difeord, and to break the ties which 
unite you ; and that if other powers were to follow the fame example, the republic would be 
torn to pieces by an internal combullion, and an univcrfal anarchy would fuccecd. 

“ Thus far tlie intereft only of your High M ightinefles fee tits concerned; but whoa wc per¬ 
ceive, that the end of all thclc intrigues is manifellly defigned to caufe the republic to quarrel 
with the King, and to bring on a war between your High MightineiTes and Great Britain, 
under the fcducing pretence of a perfed neutrality and the intereft of traded tire King finds 
himfelf obliged to lay before you the danger into which France viftics to plunge you. 

“ What right has Franee to didate to your High MightineiTes the arrangements you ought 
to make with England? It can only be found in the ambitious views of that power, winch has 
made a league with the rebels of America, and is now endeavouring to bring other States into 
it with them. 

“ What ohjed can be more important or indifpcnfablc, than that of depriving the enemy of 
any materials which may enable them to redouble their efforts during the war ? and how can a 
protection of tliofc materials he reconciled to the alliances fo often renewed between the two 
nations, or with the affuranccs of fricndfhip which you are continually proidling to the King? 
To prevent future bad confequences, and to afthre the republic of the unequivocal friendlhip 
his Majefty entertains for the republic, he renews the protniles made to them to maintain the 
liberties of legal trade to their fubjeds, agreeable to the orders given to the King’s fliips and 
privateers, notwithflanding the advantage which may rcfult from it to the enemy, but Ins 
Vol. IV. K k * Majefty 
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1779 M a idly cannot depart from the ncccffity he is under of excluding the tranfportation of naval 
ft ores to the ports of France, and particularly timber, even if they Ihould be efcorted by 
men of war. 

“ The example which France has fet, of favouring fome members of the republic to the 
detriment of others, fo direftly contrary to the union and independence of your High Migh- 
tinelfcs, the King hopes never to be obliged to* follow, unlefs a condcfceofron to the viewf of 
France, obliges him to take that method of making amends to thole members of the republic 
who are hbrt by the partiality of his enemies. 

“ Tlic laft cdifl publifiied by the court of France, which excepts the cities of Am Herd a in 
and Hacrlcm from certain duties inipofed on the ether members of the republic, to punil'll 
them for having made ufe of that fovereign right which belongs to them, cannot but (hew all 
Europe the motives which have engaged France to league with America, &c. 

“ (Signed,) 

t( Hague, April 9, 1779. “ Joseph Yorke.” 

On the 23d of July, the French King publifiied another ordinance, by which the whole 
province of Holland, as well as the cities of Amflerdam and Hacrlcm was exempted ftom the 
duties of freightage, and fifteen per cent, upon fhips, &c. in the ports of France. 

That an invafion of fome part of this kingdom was projefted by France, in the fummer of 
this year, and an attempt to execute that projeft expefted by England, was not denied by the 
former, and was openly acknowledged by the latter. On the 9th of July, the King’s procla¬ 
mation was publilhcd, ordering all cattle, &c. to be driven from the fea coaft in cafe of inva¬ 
fion : and on the 22d of the fame month Sir Jofeph prefented a memorial to the States Gene¬ 
ral, which declares that France was making every pofiible preparation to invade the Britilh 
iflaruls, and on that account, demands of the republic to fulfil its engagements with Great 
Britain, in affording the fuccours (Updated in the treaties of 1678, and of which the Cujus 
■ Ftrdcris'i s fully explained in the feparate article of 1716. The States General, not paying any 
attention to this demand, the Britilh miniltcr at the Hague prefented, on the 26th of No¬ 
vember, another memorial on the fame fubjeft, which was treated with fimilar neglect. . 

In the mean time, Paul Jones, who commanded an American frigate and other vcflcls in 
the Congrcfs fervice, took two Englifli fhips and carried them into the To;cl. They were 
accordingly demanded to be given up by the Britifh court, on the principle that Paul Jones 
was a pirate, and that, according to thecuftotn of admiralties, all the captains of foreign arm¬ 
ed veffels (hall, upon tlieir arrival, prefent their letters of marque or commiflion, and that fuels 
are to be treated as pirates whofe letters are found to be illegal, for want of being granted by 
, a fovereign power. 

But tlieir High Mightineflcs, who had for fome time been entirely governed by French po¬ 
litics, rtfufed to give up the (hips and juftified the refufal by an anfwer to the following effect; 
“ That they would in no refpeft take upon them to judge of the legality or illegality of thole 
who have, on the open fea, taken any vcflcls which do not belong to their country ; that they 
only open their ports to give them (helter from (forms or other difafters, and that they oblige 
them to go to fea again with the prizes without fuffering them to unload or difpofe of any 
part bf their cargoes, that they may be liable to be retaken in the fame (late in which they 
were taken : but do not think themfelvcs authorifed to pafs judgment upon thofc prizes, 01 
the petfon of Paul Jones, &c.” 

, Tli 



A . V. 


OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 


259 


1779 The combined fleets of Franee and Spain, which confided of between fixty and feventy line 
of battle Ihips, and a proportionable quantity of inferior veflels, entered the Channel about 
the middle of Auguft, and paraded two or three days before Plymouth, to the great alarm of 
the people, but attempted nothing. A ftrong eaftcrly wind, which continued for feveral days, 
feerns to.have driven them out of the Channel-, and on the 1 aft day of Auguft, Sir Charles 
. Hardy, the commander of the JBritiflx fliet, which did not confift of more than thirtv-tix Ihips 
of the line, gained the entrance of the Channel, in fight of the combined fleets, without their 
being able to prevent him. 

The great objeft of the Englifli Admiral feems to have been, to bring them into the narrow 
part of the Channel, where he would have been able to .engage them upon Id's difadvantageous 
terms; and where a defeat, or certain changes of wind, inuft have been produ&ivcof the mo ft 
ruinous confequences to the enemy. The combined'fleets pnrfucd him as high up as Ply¬ 
mouth, and foon after repaired to Brcft. Thus ended the exportations of the enemy, and the 
spprehenfions of Great Britain. An attack upon Plymouth was certainly meditated, and the 
fickly ftate of the fleet, which had buried fometimes feveral hundreds in a day, was the prin¬ 
cipal reafon for its returning to port; where, as foon as pofiiblc alter their arrival, 7.000 lick 
were conveyed to the liofpitals on lhorc. It may lurely be confiJercd as an uncommon in- 
ftance of good fortune, that one of the greatefl naval forces which had ever been alfembled on 
the ocean, Ihould hover on our coafts without, doing us any injury; and that but a few days. 
before its appearance, a great Jamaica fleet, confiding of 200 ihips, ihould have arrived in 
England ; while eight homeward bound Eaft lndiamcn, having timely notice of the danger, 
had taken refuge in the harbour of Limerick in Ireland. 

Among the exertions which were at this time made by individual perfons, and foeicties for 
the defence of the kingdom, it becomes us to mention, that the Eaft India Company, with a 
fpirit fuited to its character, bclidcs giving a confiderable bounty towards railing 6,000 men 
for the naval fervice, made a noble offer to the crown, which was accepted, of building and 
furnithing three 74 gun lliips, as an addition to the royal navy. 

A very valuable Spanilh fliip, called the N. S. de Pidat, was taken in the autumn of this 
year by the Dart privateer of Dartmouth, of 14 guns; Hie was upwards of 600 tons, and 
mounted 16 guns; her cargo confided of 142,117 Giver dollars; 38,949 dollars in gold dou¬ 
bloons; 31 ingots of gold; 5 ingots of filver; 42 bales of fine beaver; 21,061 hides in the 
hair; 3 bales of line wool; 1 bale of fine fur, &c. 

To the honour of an enlightened age and an enlightened nation, the French minifter of 
marine, by the particular order of his government, iffued a protection (which was puhlilhed 
in the French Gazettes, and communicated to the whole French navy,) to the Britifli circum¬ 
navigators, Captain Cook of the Rcfolulion, and Captain Clarke of the Difcovery, who were 
now fuppofed to be on their return to Europe. 

Ip this year, 59 Ihips were employed from England in the whale filhcry to Davis’s Strcights 
and the Greenland Seas. The bounty was now at 30s. per ton. The Dutch employed 105 
Ihips in the fame trade, and within the fame period. 

There were 3,900 Ihips cleared outwards from Newcaftle during this year, including their 
repeated voyages, 3,670 being coaftwife, and 230 to foreign ports. 

The want of a fupply of American tar occafioned, at this time, a difcovery of the ut- 
rnoft utility, and which will be a great faving to this country. Some gentlemen of Briftol 

K k 2 let 
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i/79 let up works for extracting the oil from pit-coal, ufed for making lamp-black; this oil was 

boiled down to thc confidence of tar, which it exra&fy refcmblcs in colour and quality, and is 

with difficulty diflinguilhed from real tar. It poffeifes all the qualities of tar, for half the .price, 

and is found in paying Blips bottoms to be an excellent prefervative againft the worms. The 

oil is alfo boiled down to the confidence of pitch, and is found to be an excellent fuccedancum 

for that article. After the oil is extracted frond the coal, the refduum is a very good cpk<\ 

* 

But of the fubjeft of coal tar we, (hail obferve more at large at a future, period, when wecomc 
to confider it in that date of perfection, to which it is at length brought by the aftivc.mind 
and phiiofophic rcfearch of the Earl of Dundonald. 

By a lid of the number of empty lioulcs in the city, as returned, at this time, by thedepu- 
ties of the ieveral wards, the total appeared to be 2,104; the rents of which were calculated to 
amount to 26,375). 

The following are authentic extracts from the Corn Regider, containing an account of all 
the corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and Scotland, during the fpace 
of one year. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED . 


1779. 

Briti/b 

Ford in 

1 7 79 * 

Quarter'. 

England. 

£>js. 

®rs. 

England. 


Wheat & Wheat Meal, 

1 5 S > C0 3 

7,781 

Wheat, — 

3 >‘ 5 ° 8 

Wheat Flour, 

48,186 

>.795 

Wheat Flour, 

1,103 

Rye, * — 

3,162 

37 

Rye, — 

1,693 

Barley, — 

4,948 

2,583 

Barley, — 

' 7.085 

Malt, — 

74,287 

— 

Oats, — 

33 >> 8 5 8 

Oats, — 

11,291 

5>635 

Oatmeal, . . — 

669 

Oatmeal, — 

2.475 

29 

Beans, —■ 

> 4 . 59 * 

.Beans, — 

1 9>°75 

6,384 

Peas, — 

29 > >54 

Teas, — 

> 3 >> 3 ° 

5,106 



Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

256 

... 

Wheat Flour, 

425 

Wheat Flour, 

9.239 

— 

Oats, — 

> 5 . 9*4 

Barley and Bear, 

937 

— 



Malt, — 

3,0 a 2 

__ 



Oats, —- 

219 




Oatmeal, 

2,638 

-- 



Peas and Beans, 

897 

—— 




The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 51,349!, 2s. 6d. 
The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, was 3,1571. 

The duties on corn imported into England, amounted to 2,849b 18s. 7d.; and in Scot¬ 
land, to 139b 18s. 2|d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Winchefter bufhcl, were, 
wheat, 4s. 2Id.; rye, 2s. ud.; barley, 2s. 5‘d.; oats, is. gd.; beans, 3s. o*d. 
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1.779- As,' at fuch a period as this, the rife anti fall of the public funds becomes too interefting a 
fuhjeft to be omitted in this work, we fhall give the year’s hiltory of them ; arranging oppo- 
fite to each month, the higheft and loweft prices which each Hock bore during the courfe of 
that month. 


Bank India 
Stock* Stock. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 


f toy! 
I IIO| 
f 109^ 
l IIOl 

1 1 1'sl 
f 114? 
1 u8f 


1 3 ° 4 

142 

F 394 

>43 

140 

>53* 

>S2| 

> 5 ° 


> 5 >; 


June, | 

July, { 

Auguft, 
September, 
Oftober, 
November, 
December, | 


106} 

141I- 

109 

138! 

11 If 

139 

>4 


II 4 

143 .V 

I 13 " 

142-f 

109t 

144J 

I IO 

i44l 

11 o-l- 

144-t 

no 

144 

1071 

143-3 


South 

Sea 

.S' Sea 
Old 

S Sea 
New 

j per 
ct.U. 

%P cr 

cent. 

\t tr 

ant. 

! 1 f- r 
\ n.B. 

34 £ 

et. 11 , 


‘1 P' r 

cmt. 

Nav 


India 

Ann. 

17 ni. 

Stock 

Ann. 

Ann. 

Ann, 

tfdltc 

co-jol 

j 1716 

17; i 

» 75 « 

17'1?. 

Kills 

Atm. 

Bond' 

. ... 

Vr >. p. 

70 

bo J 

59 ? 

57 it 

6*4 

boj 

161 

601 

b2-s 

bi.i 

5? 

ui 

X 

4 

Tif 

— 

62 1 

bi? 

sH 

b,i? 

62! 

— 

bo? 


94 

6 


1 

11 


— 

60 

— 

59 

J- 

62 

61?- 

59 t 

— 

62 

5 ? 

iSi 

1 

14 

* 11 

7 o‘ 

bo l 

57 t 

bi 

59 ? 

— 

boi 

59 ? 

b 3 l 

7 ? 

18 

0 

5 

ti?- 

— 

— 

591 

54 

— 

64 

— 

59 

04 

6 2 

8 

17 S 

1 

O 

-- 

— 

63’, 

b? 1 

— 

— 

61?- 

— 

001 

62| 

62I 

bf 


0 

12 

12 

— 

60 4 


— 

— 

— 

60 

— 

641 


8 

i;f 

0 

17 

__ 

72! 

6 3'4 

b 4 T 

59 ? 

64 

6 S? 

bi? 

(\ A 
i 

644 - 

b+i 

7 ? 

18? 

1 - 

6 

_ 

— 

— 

6 3 

5 »i 

bjl 

6 . 5 ? 

“T~ 

b:\l- 

— 

(>? r 

8 

18 

0 

>3 

• 1 ' 7 --- 

— 

6 i-i- 

62I 

59 ? 

02 ‘ 

624 

Oil- 

bi\ 

63 

6 3 

7 ? 

181 

I 

14 


7 i 


— 

— 

6 3 

6 3 ? 

611 

61; 

b 3 ? 

bj? 



1 

IS 

I2f 

70 

601 

56-I 

59 

60 

bo -4 

bo-; 

921 

boi 

11? 

181 

0 

4 

11 ,v 

— 

59 t 

60 

— 

ho 

bi 


— 

— 


ICA 

— 

0 

9 

11 ; 

691- 

60 

59 1 

57 ? 

b > ? 

591 - 

— 

591 " 

59 1 

62 

10 

‘ 7 t 

1 

8 


— 

— 

— 

574 

bo? 

60 * 

59 £ 

bo, 

— 

— 

9 } 


1 

12 

11!?- 

— 

6i F 

60;- 


ba-S- 

bi ? 

— 

59 ? 

61V 

b 2J- 

10? 

18? 

1 

6 


7 i 

— 

60? 


62?- 


— 

61 

bj? 



I 

12 

11 


6->l 

61} 


— 

b-j 

bo 1 

62-;- 

b ’? 

{.i 7 

>4 

18 

0 

>5 


— 

— 

60 V 

— 

- - 

61; 

— 

604 

bo! 



— 

0 

16 

1)' 

— 

60 

6 i a - 

57 

61 

ba 

601- 


62J- 

— 

— 

iS? 

1 

(1 


7 1 i" 

— 

— 


6i J 

bti 

— 

60 !, 

62 

boi 

u'« 

I»i 

I 

8 

— 

— 

59 v 

60? 

57 !- 

60-4 

9 G 

— 

61-? 

b 11 

61! 

11? 

18: 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

bo-;- 

57 ? 

60 


— 


60 V 

604 


IS 

0 

IS 

TI? 

— 

bo? 

601 


6i| 

6 i 5 

— 

— 

bi-li 

6i|j 

5 ? 

18? 

1 

5 



The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aflent in the parlia¬ 
mentary feffions of this year. 

For allowing the importation of fine Italian organifed thrown Hlk, for a limited time. . 

For the better prefervation of the oyftcr fiiherv at Whitflable. 

For the better government of his Majcfly’a Blips, vcffels, and forces at fca. 

For the better fupply of mariners and fcamen to ferve in his Majeftv’s navy. 

For allowing the importation of certain goods, fold to foreigners, in Britilh built fliips. 

For laying additional duties on certain goods under the infpeftion of the commilfioners of 
excife and cuftoms. 

For the better encouraging the white herring fifhery. 

For better encouraging the Irifh linen manufa&ory. 

For regulating lottery-office keepers. 

To repeal fo much of fevera! afts of Parliament, as prohibit the growth and produce of to¬ 
bacco in Ireland, and to permit the importation of tobacco of the growth and produce of that 
kingdom into Great Britain, &c. 

For granting a bounty upon the Importation into this kingdom of hemp of the growth of 
Iteland, for a limited time. 


For 
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>779 For granting a drawback, of the duties impofed, by an aft of the lafi feflion of Parliament, 
upon all foreign wines exported from Great Britain to any Britifh colony in America, or to 
any Britifh l'ettlcmcnt in the Eafl Indies. 

For better fccuring the duties on {larch. 

To prevent frauds by private ftifkillers. 

To prevent frauds and abufes in the payment 6f wages to perfons employed in the bone and 
tliread-lace manufaftory. 

For the prefervation of the river Lee. 

For taking off the duties upon all l’alt ufed in curing pilchards. 

For difeontinuing the duties on cotton wool, the growth and produft of the Britifh colo¬ 
nics in America. 

# 

For allowing the importation of goods into this kingdom from Afia and Africa. 

To amend the aft for laying a tax on auftions and fales. 

For granting to hi? Majefty additional duties on vellum, parchment and paper. 

For veiling in the Eaft India Company, fora limited time, certain territorial acquifitions 
obtained in India. 

For removing certain difficulties with refppft to the more fpcedy and effeftual manning of 
his Majcfty’s navy, for a limited time. 

For granting a free trade, he. to Ireland. 

To prevent the clandcftine conveyance of fugar, he. from America into Great Britain, he. 

A bill to prevent fmuggling, alfo jaafled in this feffion, from which we have felefted the fol¬ 
lowing abllrafts : 

* £ A penalty of 300I. is laid on any mailer of a fhip coming from abroad, having more than 
100 pounds weight of tea on board, (not being an Eafl: India fhip) or more than too gallons 
of foreign fpirits, in calks under 60 gallons, (befides two gallons for each feaman on board). 

“ Foreign fpirits imported from any part of Europe, in a veffcl containing Id's than 60 gal¬ 
lons, are forfeited, with the fhip, furniture, he. 

“ When any tea, coffee, or goods liable to forfeiture, is found on board*any fhip coming 
from foreign parts, at anchor, or hovering within two leagues of the coaft, the fhip, if not 
above 200 tons, is forfeited, with her furniture, he. 

“ Every peri’on who fhall fell coffee, tea, cocoa nuts, or make or fell chocolate, mull paint 
over his door, * dealer in coffee, he.' on penalty of 200I. 

“ Every importer or dealer in foreign fpirits mull paint over his door, ‘ importer of, or 
* dealer in foreign fpirits,’ on penalty of 50I. 

“ Every dealer in tea, foreign fpirits, he. who fhall buy any of the faid goods of any per- 
fon who has not the words aforefaid over his door, is liable to an additional penalty of iool. 

“ Every perfon, not a dealer, who fhall buy any tea, fpirits, he. of any perfon that has 
not the words aforefaid over his door, fhall forfeit 10I. 

“ All foreign thread-lacc imported, to be marked at each end at the cuflom-houfe, and 
perfons poffclled of foreign lace may have it marked at the neareft cuflom-houfe, making oath 
that the duties were paid. 

“ All foreign thread-lace, not marked, will be forfeited; and any perfon counterfeiting the 
mark, or that fhall fell or have in his cuftody lace with a counterfeit mark, will forfeit iool. 
and be adjudged to fland in the pillory two hours; and their aiders, abettors, and affiftants, 

* ** -will be liable to the fame fine and punilhment.” 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year:— 

For 70,000 feamen, including 17,389 marines, ordnance, &c. 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, &c. — 

Towards building and repairing ihipsof war, _ 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officcrs, &c. — _ 

For 30,346 land-forces, including 3,213 invalids, &c. — 

For the militia and three regiments of fencible men in North Britain, 
For the cloathing of the militia, — — — 

For additional militia companies, — — — 

For cloathing of ditto, — — — —. 

For the charge of foveral augmentations to his Majcfty’s forces. 

For a regiment of fenciblcs to b*e raifed in North Britain, Sic. 

To make good the charge of forming three regiments of light dra¬ 
goons, &c. out of certain light troops, — — 

For an augmentation to a corps of Royal Highland Emigrants, 81c. 
For compleating the whole pay of certain regiments, which of late years 
have been paid in part of the revenues of Ireland, and are now in North 
America, — — — — — 

For the difference of pay between the Britilli and Irifh eftablilhment 
of certain regiments, Sic. — —• — —- 

For maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom. 

For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 Heflian troops and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, — 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 

For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. — 

To make good a deficiency in the funis voted for the troops of the 
Margrave of Anfpach, in 1778, —*•' — — 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbft, with the fubfidy, &c. — 

For extra army expenccs. See. not provided for by Parliament, 

For repairing, &c. Britilli forts and fcttlemcnts on the coaft of Africa, 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, See. 

For fervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1778, 
For the civil cftablifliment of the ifland of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of N ova Scotia, —> — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, — — — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majelty’s land forces, Sic. 
For allowances to fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of iiorfe-guards, &c, ■— — 


jr. s . d. 

3,640,000 o o 

369.882 6 1 
579,187 o o 

37,206 8 6£ 
833,911 18 6 

610.882 5 o 
85,760 17 2 

5,421 18 6‘ 
2,656 4 o 

*59.653 3 4 

19,584 2 a, 

6,246 5 6 
4,113 6 8 


,63,19s 11 10 


52,923 1 
1,103,118 11 
56,074 19 
367,203 9 

35.44 1 3 

17,498 3 

93.947 15 
48,668 3 
27,683 14 
39,644 14 


6 

o 

4» 

10 


H 


8 

9 

o 

3 


7,958 70 II T - 

16,630 II 
2,026,137 4 4 c 

13,000 o o 
395.43 s J5 4 
52i,93.5 *3 5 
3,250 o o 

2.900 o o 
4>796 a o 
4.95° o o 

4.900 o o 

8 7,703 8 4 


628 


2 11 


Carried forward, 1-1,350,133 10 


■f-r* 
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Brought over, 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chelfea -Hofpital, Sac. — 

To the Levant Company, — —* 0 — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britai 
, For the augmentation of the falaries of the pui/'ne judges, — 
For ditto of the ..Chief Baron of the Exchequer, —- 

To make good to his Majcfty the Jike i'uin ifiued by his Majcfty's 
orders, in putfuan-cc of the addrellcs of the Houfc of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts on the Thames, 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 

On account of general furveys in North America,* — 

To James Berkenhout, Efq. and Thomas Clarke, of the town of 
Leeds, dyers, on a proper difeovery to be made by them, for tlic ufe of 
the public, of their method of dying fcarlet and crimfofi, as well as other 
colours on linen and cotton, — —■ — 

Towards difeharging certain Exchequer bills, -— 

For dil^Jiarging certain other Exchequer bills, — 

For ditto, — — « — — 

For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1778, — 

T0 replace to the finking fund tlie like fum paid out of the lame, to 
make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &c. 
To replace to ditto, the like fum paid out of the.fame, on account of 
certain other annuities, &c. — — — 

To make good the deficiency of the grants for the ferviccof the year 17 
Deficiency in the land-tax, — — *— 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — — — 

Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

Dut ’ on malt, — — — 

Land tax at 4s. *— ■— — 

By annuities and lottery, _ — 

From the furpius of the {lamp duties, See. — — 

By certain furplulfcs of the linking fund, — — 

By Exchequer bills, — — — 

By ditto, — — — — 

Certain monies remaining in the Exchequer, fubjeft to the difpofition 
of Parliament, — — — — 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

* Supplies granted, — 

Excefs of provifions, — 


£- 

s. 

d. 

11.350. >33 

10 

1 

103,117 

14 

2 

5,000 

0 

0 

n, 6,995 

0 

0 

3,600 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

32.968 

2 

8 

13.586 

7 

0 

60,527 

3 

6 

2,041 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

490,000 

0 

0 

40.540 

0 

0 

98,891 

3 

8 

78, 66,744 

4 

•> j 
n 

250,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

i 5 . 729 . 6 S 4 

5 

4 i 

c 

s. 

d. 

750,000 

0 , 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

7 , 490,000 

0 

0 

15.297 

10 

5 l 

2,071,854 

13 

81 

1,500,COO 

O 

0 

1,900,000 

O 

0 

2.763 

O 

0 

15.729.915 

4 


15,729,654 

5 

4:! 

260 

i« 

9 
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1779 ^ ^ votc credit for one million was alfo granted this feffion, and is charged on the 

next aids. 

The additional public debt funded and provided for this year, amounted j[. s. d. 

to feven millions; the iutereil ot which, at 3 per cent, per annum, is 210,000 0 o 

The additional annuity of 3!. 15s, per cent, per annum, for 29 years, 
amounted to — — 4 • — •— 262,500 o o 


Total amount, 


472,500 o o 


This fum was raifed in the following manner:— 

An additional duty of 5 per cent, on the full produce of the cxcife and 
cuftonvi; beet; and ale, foap, candlos, and hides excepted, 282,109 0 0 

A tax on poft-horfes, of id. per horfe, per mile, — " 164,250 o o 

An additional duty of 5 per cent, on catubiic, — — 36,000 0 o 


Total of new taxes, — 482,359 o o 

Intereft of the additional public debt funded, -472.500 o o 

Excefs of new taxes, t — — *9,859 o o 


The number of chriftcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, Ac. horn 
December 15, 1778, to December 14, 1779, is as follows: 

Christened. Buried. 


Males, 

8,640 

Males, 

10,208 

Females, 

8,129 

Females, 

10,212 

Total, 

16,76.9 

Total, ’ 

20,4 20 


$780 An event which happened on the ft rib day of this year, afforded fomc rcafon to cxpecl that 
hol'.ilities would take place between Great Britain and Holland before the conclufion of it. 

Of thofc Bates whofe conduft was hoflilc to this country during her conteft with the Ame¬ 
rican colonies, time was not one, all ciicvimflances of relation between the two powers con- 
iidcrcd, which ib immediately merited an inimical return a-s that of Holland. Since the com¬ 
mencement. <»t this unfortunate difnurc, a clandeflinc commerce had been carried on between 
the Dutch and Americans, which was extremely advantageous to the latter. The encourage- 
nicnt'giveit to the revolted colonies was without xeferve or the fljadow of concealment.—They 
were not only fupplicd with whatever Holland could afford them, but an open and ready re- 
fpcct was fhewn to the American flag, in a manner incompatible with the honour and dignity 
of Great lhirain. 

Memorials, as we have already lien, had been frequently prefented bv Sir foleph Yorke 
to the States-General concerning this unfriendly conduct in their lubjoils; and in one of them, 
it had been hinted rather forcibly, that the refentment oi the court of London would follow a 
further infringement of that good faith which ought to bind all nates in frieudthip with each 
other. To fuch remonibrancec, indecifive anfwers, framed with much exterior refpeft, were 
Voe. IV, LI returned; 
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1780 returned; but the correfpondencc fo prejudicial to the interefts of Great Britain, ftilt coirti- 
nued to be carried on without any change or diminution. ■ 

On the commencement of boftilities with France, this infidious conduit on the part of 
Holland towards Great Britain, became more aitive, and even more apparent, than it had 
hitherto been. The dock-yards of France were fupplied with all kinds of materials for the 
conftruition and equipment of fleets, with as much care and diligence as if his Mod Chriftian 
Majcfty and the Bates of Holland had been engaged in the clofeft alliance again!! Great 
Britain. 

It was natural for the BritifK court to feel refentment at fuch unprovoked ill-treatment; 
hut went no further than to give orders for the feizure of fuch Dutch vclTcls as were found to 
be laden with naval ftores,‘&c. for the French ports : and, in order to take away all reafonable 
pretences of complaint from the Dutch, the Britifh government, inftcad of making prizes of 
the vclfels laden with thefe hoflile cargoes, adopted the generous determination of a former 
war, to purchafe, at a fair valuation, all the naval ftores that were on board the Dutch vefiels 
brought into the ports of Great Britain, to pay the freight of the cargoes, and to indemnify 
the proprietors in all the juft cxpences and damages occafioncd by the detention of their 
vefiels. 

While, however, the court of Great Britain was making frequent complaints of the inju¬ 
rious and faithlefs obftinacy with which the Dutch merchants continued to furni!h the French 
with naval ftores,—they, on the other hand, prefented a memorial to the States, remonftrating 
againft the feizure of their vefiels employed in that bufmefs, and requiring fuch a protection 
as would enable them to profecute it in fafety. 

France, in the mean time, fcnfible that fuch rcfourccs as came through the medium of 
Holland, were efientially neccffary to the fupport of her marine, infilled, in a very peremptory 
manner, that this branch of the Dutch trade ihould be proteited by the States, as well as every 
other; and threatened to confider a relaxation of the demands made upon Great Britain by 
Holland, on this fuhjeit, as an intuition of the neutrality which Holland was bound to ob- 
ferve between France and Great Britain, and as evident proof of partiality to the latter power. 

In order, however, to encourage the importation of naval ftores, a regulation had been 
iffued in France, by which advantages were granted to neutral vefiels as might induce them to 
fupply its navy with thole materials necefiary for its equipment: but, on the States-Gsneral 
not complying with the requifition of the French miniftry in the manner it had propofed, 
thefe advantages were revoked, in refpeit to the fubjeits of the United Provinces, as we have 
Telated in the biftory of iaft year; with an exception, however, in favour of Amftcrdani, which 
had warmly efpoufed the caufc of France, and demanded of the States the armament of a fquad- 
Ton for the pro te it ion of its navigation to that kingdom, againft the Britifh cruizeirs. 

The court of France rood have been very confcious of its powerful influence in the ftates 
of Holland, to have affirmed the power of preferibing to them in what manner they fhould 
obferve their treaties with Great Britain : indeed, the French faction was at this time fo pre¬ 
valent, that fuch an infulting aft of pretended authority was not only received without refent¬ 
ment, but reprefented as founded in particular friendfhip and general juftice. On the other 
hand, the conduit of the Britifh government was considered by the fame party as injuftifiable, 
and as affirming to itfelf an exclufiyc right of framing laws for the commercial correfpondencc 
between different ftates. * 


When 
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1780 When Spain acceded to the confederacy agatnfl Great Britain, fimilar c&ufes of complaint 
arofe, and fimilar reprefentations were made to the States-Gencral: bat the difficulties wherein 
we were involved, feemed to have infufed into the Dutch an inveterate ddrre to add to. the 
diilrclTes of a nation to whom they owed their political cxiftence, as a free people, and whofc 
friendly and powerful hand had frequently inlcrpofcd, and delivered them front the greateft 
dangers. » 

At length, the requifitions of France found a compliance ; and a fquadron of men of war 
was appointed by the States of the United Provinces to convoy a fleet of merchantmen laden 
with naval flares for the French navy. On the intelligence of their being failed arriving itt 
England, a fquadron was immediately difpatchcd, under the command of Commodore Field¬ 
ing, to intercept them. On meeting the Dutch fleet, he requefled the ufual permifHon to 
fcarch them ; which being refufed,* in direft violation of the right eflablifhed by treaty, he 
fent his boats, with ft.i£l orders to infift upon the examination of their cargoes : thefe boats 
were fired upon by the Dutch commander, Count Byland, and prevented from executing the 
hufinefs on which they had been ordered ; whereupon Commodore Fielding fired a fhot a-head 
of the Dutch admiral, who returned it with a broadiide ; the Englifli commodore replied with 
another, when the former immediately ftruck his colours. Many of the Dutch Ihips, how¬ 
ever, that were in the predicament which occafioned the contcil, had, from the length ami 
darknefs of the night, and by keeping clofe to thfe fhore, efcaped the danger, and proceeded 
without interruption to the French ports; thofc that remained with naval (lores on board, 
were flopped ; and the Dutch admiral was then informed, that he was at liberty to hoift his 
colours, and profecutc his voyage : but he accepted only of the former part of the offer made 
him, refilling to feparate from his c®nvoy ; and, accordingly, with the whole fleet which re¬ 
mained with him, accompanied the Britifh fquadron to Spithcad. 

The complaints of the States-Gencral were very violent on this occafion; neverthekis, there 
cannot he a doubt but that they had been guilty of a manifcfl violation of fu Willing treaties, by 
which the right of fcarch, in fuch inftanccs wherein it had been exerciled by Great Britain, 
was incontrovcrliblv eftablilhcd. But, at this moment, Holland was become a tool of France, 
and the influence of the latter was fo commanding in the councils of the former, that -while 
its fubjefls were permitted to affift the enemies of Great Britain in the mod open and decided 
manner, they were prohibited, under very fevere penalties, to furniih the garrilon of Gibraltar 
with provifions. 

This cotulufl betraved a mod unaccountable forgetfulnefs of the tics by which they were, 
and had been, fb long connefled with Great Britain, and of the acknowledged neceffity of pro - 
fervingthat balance of power in Europe, in which Holland was more immediately concerned 
than any date upon the continent. It alfo proved with what fuccefs the enemies of England 
had exerted thcmfclvcs in fetting alidc the political fyftcm that had fo long prevailed in the re¬ 
public, to the interrupting that intimate and natural friendlhip with the Britifh nation, the 
utility of which to Holland had been demonftrated by the experience of two centuries. 

Ineenfed at fuch provocations, the court of Great Britain was determined to force an ex¬ 
plicit anfwcr from the States-Gencral relpc filing their ultimate intentions to this country.—- 
• The Britifh ambaftador at the Hague was therefore diiefilcd to renew the requilition for fuc- 
eours, See .; and he accordingly, on the 21ft of March, prefented a memorial to tlic following 
purport 

“ //;»«> 


LI 2 
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1780 “ High and Mighty Lord*, 

u The King, my Mafter, has always cultivated the friendship of yoar High MightincfTes, 
and has always conlidcred the alliance which has fo long fubfifted between the two nations, as 
founded on the vvifeft principles, &c. '1 he piincipal objetts of that alliance, fupported upon 

the ftrong hafts of common intcretl, arc the fccurity and profperity of the two dates, the 
maintenance of public tranquillity, and the prefervation of that juft equilibrium, which has 
been fo often troubled by the ambitious policy of the Houle of Bourbon. 

“ When the court of Vt ifailles, in direct violation of the public faith, and the common 
right of all fovcrcigns, broke lire peace, by a league made with his Majefty’s rebellious fub- 
jeds, which was avowed and formally declared by the Marquis dc hJoaillcs ; when France, 
by immenfe preparations, manifefted a de%n to annihilate the maritime power of England, 
the King thought your High Mightinefics too fcnfible not to fee that the welfare of the re¬ 
public was fo clofely connected with that of Great Britain, as to induce you to haften to its 
luceour. One of his Majcfly’s ftrft cares was to inform you of all the circumfiances of that 
unjuft war ; and, in the critical fituntion in which the King found himfclf, he did not forget 
the interefts of his ancient allies; but, on the contrary, fhewed the fincercft ddhc to favour 
the trade and free navigation of the republic as much as the welfare of his people would per¬ 
mit. He even refrained a long time to claim the fuccours ftipulated by treaty ; and, though 
he fulfilled his own engagements, did not require the fame from your High Mightineffes,— 
The reclamation in queftion was not made till the united forces of France and Spain were 
ready to fall upon England at once, and attempt a landing with a formidable fleer. Although 
they were frufhated in That enterprise, the King’s enemies are lull meditating the fame pro¬ 
jects ; and it is by the exp refs order of his Majeftv* that the underwritten again renews, in 
the moll formal manner, the demand of the fuccours ftipulated by different treaties, and 
particularly that of 1716. 

“ Hitherto your High Mightincfles have been Blent upon this effential at tide ; whilft you 
in lifted upon a forced interpretation of the treaty of commerce of the year 1674, again!! the 
^abuie of which Great Britain at all times protefted. This interpretation cannot be reconciled 
with the clear and particular iiipulation of the fecret article of the treaty of peace of the I'aine 
year. An article of a treaty of commerce, cannot annul fo effenml an article of a treaty of 
peace; and both arc exprefslv comprehended in the principal treaty of alliance of 1678, by 
which your High Mightir.tff.-s are obliged to furnilh his .Majeftv with the required fuccours. 
You arc too wife, and too juft, not to ice! that all the engagements between powers ought to be 
mutually and reciprocally ohferved ; and, although they were agreed upon at different periods, 
do alike bind the contracting parties. This inconteftahle principle is the more applicable here, 
as the treaty of 1716 renews all the anterior engagements between the crown of England and 
the republic, and, in a manner, includes them in one. 

“ T he underwritten had further orders ro declare to your High Mightincffes, that he was 
ready to enter into a conference with you to regulate, in an amicable manner, all that was m> 
cdf.rry to prevents mifunderftanding, and every other difagrceablc event, by concerting meu- 
fsircs which fliould he both equitable and advantageous to both countries ; but this amicable 
overture v vs refuted in a manner as uticxpe&cd and extraordinary, as tmufual between two 
fnciuiiv ; -vets: and without paying any attention either to the repeated public or private re- 
prefenni’ions 1 dative to convoys, you not only granted thefe convoys to different forts of naval 
ftores, but more particularly ordered, that a certain number of men of war fhould be ready, 
a for 
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1780 for die future, to convoy naval ammunition of all forts to tfte ports of France ; and that at a 
time when the fubjefts.of the republic enjoyed, by treaty, a liberty and extent of commerce 
far beyond what the right of nations grants to neutral powers. 

“ This refolution, and the orders given to Rear-admiral Count Byland, to oppofe, by 
force, the fearching of the merchant-lilies, brought on an incident which the friendfhip of the 
King delired much to prevent: but it is notorious that that admiral, in confequence of his in- 
ftruftions, fired firfl at the boats under Englifh colours, which were fent to examine thelhips 
in the manner preferibed by the treaty of 1674. 

“ This then is a manifeft aggrefiion,—a direft violation of that fame treaty which your 
High Mightineffcs Term to look upon as the moll facred of all. His Majefty had beforehand 
made reiterated representations ”pon. the nccelfity and juftice of the examination, which had 
taken place in ail analogous circumftances, and is fully authorized by the treaty. 'They were 
apprized in London skit a number of vcfiels were at the Ttxel, laden with naval {lores, and 
particularly with malts and large {hip-building timber, ready to fail for France, with, or under 
"Dutch convoy. The event proved the truth of thefe informations, as feveral of thefe veffds 
were found under the laid convoy ; and the greateft part of them efcaped, and fernilhed 
France with very efficacious fupplies, of which they Hood in great need. Whilft your High 
Migbtinclles thus allilled the King’s enemies, by favouring the tranfportation of thefe Suc¬ 
cours, you itnpofcd an heavy penalty on thoi'c fubjefts of the republic who Should fupply the 
garrifon of Gibraltar with provisions, although that place was comprehended in the general 
guarantee of all the Britilh pofieffions in Europe ; and although, at that moment, Spain had 
tlilfurbed the trade of the. republic in an unprecedented and outrageous manner. 

“ It is not only on thefe occasions that the conduft of your High Mightineftes towards the 
King, and towards the enemies of his Majefty, holds up a Striking contrail to the impartial 
eyes of all the world :—No one can be ignorant of what pa (Ted in the affair of Paul [ones;— 
the afylum granted to that pirate, was diicftlv contrary to the treaty of Breda, in 1667, and 
to your placard, in 1756:—Bciides which, although your High Mightineftes have kept, and 
itiil continue to keep, an ablolutc Silence relative to the juft reclamations of his Majefty, yet, 
upon the Simple requeft of the King's enemies, you allured them you would obferve a Uriel 
and unlimited neutrality, without any exceptions of the ancient engagements of the republic, 
founded on the inoft lolemn treaties. ■ 

“ Notwithftauding all this, the King is willing to pcvfuade himfelf, that all which has 
palled, is Ids to be attributed to the real fentiments ot your High Mightineftes, than to the 
artifices of his enemies ; who, after {owing difeord betw een the members of the ftates, have, 
by threats and promifes, endeavoured t.. let them again!! their ancient ally 

“ His Majefty cannot think tint vour High Mightim lies have rtlolved to abandon a ly Hear, 
that the republic has kept to for more than a century with to much i'ucocfi and glory. 

“ But if fuch is the refolution of your High M gbtintlle ;,—it you are determined to break 
the. alliance with Great Britain, by refuting to fulfil yt>ur engagement?, things will bear a new 
face : the King will fee any fuch change with a very U nhide 1 egret, but the confcquetices will 
be necetTary and inevitable. If, by an aft ot your High Might indies, the republic fhould 
ceale to be an ally of his Majefty, the relations between the two nations arc totally changed, 
and they have no other conneftions, no other ties, than thole which lubhft between neutral 
powers in friendfhip and unity. Every treaty being reciprocal, it you will not fulfil your en¬ 
gagements, tine confequence mult be, that thole on the part of the King ceafe to be any long ct 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


170 

A. D. ^ 

17S0 binding. It is in departing from thefe incontcftable principles, that his Majefty has ordered 
the underwritten to declare to your High Mightincfles, in the moil amicable, but yet themoft 
fericus manner, that if, contrary to his juft expectations, your High Mightincfles do not, in 
the courfe of three weeks, from the day of the reprefentation of this memorial, give a fatisfac- 
tory anfwer relative to the fuccours reclaimed eight months ago, his Majefty will conftdcr 
fucli conduit as breaking off the alliance on the part of your High Mightincfles, and will not 
look upon the United Provinces in any other light than on the footing ol other neutral powers, 
unprivileged by treaty; and, confoquently, will fufpend, till further orders, all the particular 
itipulations of tire treaties made in favour of the fubjefts of the republic, particularly thole of 
the treaty of 1674, and will only hold to the general principles of the right of nations, which 
l'erves as a rule for neutral and unprivileged powers, 

(Signed) “■ Joseph Yorue," 

To this memorial the following provisional anfwer was given :— 

“ That their High Mightincfles are very defirous to coincide with the wifttes of his Britiflr 
Majefty, by giving a pohtive anfwer to the memorial delivered bv his ambafiador ; but 
that their High Mightincfles forefec, that from the nature of the government of the republic, 
it is impofliblc to return an anfwer in three weeks time ; as the memorial niuft be deliberated 
upon by the different provinces, and their refolutions waited for.—That they are affured his 
Majefty would not wifti vigoroufly to keep to the before-mentioned time , but that their High 
Mightincfles might be able to conclude upon an anfwer conformable to the conftitution of the 
republic, in which they had no right to make any alteration ; and they promife to accelerate 
the deliberations upon that head as much as poffible.*’ 

This reply was conftJcred, and with great jufticc, by the Rritiib miniftry, as a mere evafiort. ’ 
The States-General had already been eight months in poffeflion of the requeft now repeated , 
fo that it could be conlidered as nothing iefs than an intuit to require a longer time to delibe¬ 
rate upon the bufinefs. It was therefore determined bv the court of Great Britain, to put in 
force, conformably to the notice vyhich had been given, the i'ufpenfion of the privileges en¬ 
joyed by the fubjefts of Holland, in virtue of die conccllions made in their favour by former 
treaties.—The following declaration therefore was publilhed on the 17th of April :— 

“ Whereas, fince the commencement of the war in which Great Britain is engaged bv the 
unprovoked aggreflion of France and Spain, repeated memorials have been prefented by his 
Majefty’s ambaffador to the States-General of the United Provinces, demanding the fuccours 
ftipulated by treaty; to which requifition, though flrongly called upon in the laft memorial, 
of the 21 ft of March, tlieir High Mightincfles liavc given no anfwer, nor fignilied any inten¬ 
tion of compliance therewith : and, whereas by the non-performancc of the clcareft engage¬ 
ments, they defert the alliance that has fo longjubfifted between the crown of Great Biitain 
and tlic republic, and place, tbemfelvcs in the condition of a neutral power, hound to this 
kingdom by no treaty, every principle of wifdom and juflice requires that his Majefty fluuild 
confiderthcm henceforward as Handing only in that diftant relation in which they have placed 
themfelves.—His Majefty, therefore, having taken this matter into his royal confideration, 
doth, by and with the advice of his privy council, judge it expedient to carry into immediate 
execution thofe intentions which were formally notified in the memorial prefented by his am- 
baflkdor on the 21ft of March laft, and prcvflbufly fignilied in an official verbal declaration, 
made by Lord Vifcount Stormont, one ofiiis Majefty’s principal fccrctaries of ftate, to Count 
Weliieren, envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary from the republic, nearly about two 

• months 
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80 months before the delivery of the aforefaid memorial.—For rhefc caufes, his Majefly, by and 
' with the advice of his privy council, doth declare, that the fubjefls of the United Provinces 
are henceforward to be confidercd upon the fame footing with thofc of other neutral Hates not 
privileged by treaty; and his Majcfty doth hereby fufpend, provifionally, and till further 
order, all the particular flipulatiou'3 icfpe£ting the freedom of navigation and commerce, in 
time of war, of thefubjefts of the States-!-,General, contained in the feveral treaties now fub- 
fiHing between his Majefly and the republic, and more 'particularly thofe contained in the 
marine treaty between Great Britain and the United Provinces, concluded at London, De¬ 
cember ,Y, 1674. 

“ From a humane regard to the interefis of individuals, and * defire to prevent their fuf- 
fering by any furprizc, his Majefly, &c. doth declare, that the effeft of this his MajeHy’s 
order Ihall take place at the following terms, viz. 

“ la the Channel and the North feas, twelve days after the date hereof. 

“ From the Channel, the Biitilh feas, and the North feas, as far as the Canary ifiands in¬ 
cluded)*, either in the ocean or Mediterranean, the term fhall be fix weeks, from the afore¬ 
faid date. 

“ Three months from the faid Canary ulands as far as the equinoftial line or equator. 

“ And, laftly, fix months beyond the faid line or equator, and in all other parts of the 
world, without 3 ny exceptio'n, or other more particular defeription of time and place. 

(Signed) “ Stephen* Cottrel.” 

The beginning of this year was alfo marked by a very extraordinary nieafnre adopted in the 
north of Europe, where a power, which, however great in itfclf, was of little maritime confe- 
qucncc, now took upon her to didate a new code of maritime laws to mankind, in many 
rcfpefls eflentially difering from tiiofc which had, for feveral hundred years, been eilabiiihcd 
amongfl commercial nations, and went dire&ly to the dcflruflion of that fovcrcignty or pre¬ 
eminence on the ocean, which had been fo long claimed and maintained bv this country : this 
was the mamfeflo or declaration ifiued by the court of Peteriburg, on the 26th of February*, 
to the courts of London, of Vesfailics, and of Madrid ; which was the firfl ftep towards form¬ 
ing that powcri’ul naval confederacy between the northern powers, to which moft of the neu¬ 
tral Hates afterwards acceded.—Of a tranfadion fo new to the commercial world, we fhall bor¬ 
row the follow ing brief account from the pen of a gentleman, who, flora fituation and talents, 
was perfcdly qualified to write on the fubjed*. 

“ The jealoufy enteitaincd by the maritime powers of Europe of the pve-cmincnce cxerci- 
fed by Great Britain at lea, had operated hitherto but covertly and indiredly. Expeding that 
the union of the Houle of Bourbon would have proved fufficicnt to give it an effectual check, 
they had remained pafEve fpedators of a conteft, which they imagined would not fail to ter¬ 
minate to the difad vantage of this country: fo great and potent a combination as that of 
France, Spain, and Amci ica, feemed to promife, without any additional aid, to bring the 
maritime {Length of Britain to that Hate of diminution, which was the general vvifh and aim 
of European politics. 

“ But when it was found that the fpirit and exertions of this country were iuch, as afforded 
little hope that, even this mighty confederacy would fucceed in compalfing this long defiled ob¬ 
it* £1, a deterrnination was taken by all the remaining powers to form a naval combination, in 
order to effeft it. 


“ Pretences 
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i?Sd “ Pretences fora me,if ore of this kind were not wanting.—The aQivitv and number of Bri¬ 
tish privateers had rendered them univerfal objefts of terror, not only to the commercial far#- 
ping of their enemies, but to the numerous vefleis belonging to other powers, that were em¬ 
ployed in furnilhing them with fuch articles as were not confident with a ftrift and lair neu¬ 
trality. Goods coming under this defeription, injtbc plaineft and moft incontrovertible man¬ 
ner, were neverthelcfs often made a fubjeft of litigation, and the letter of treaties was wrefred, 
in order to put a wrong interpretation upon them, in evident coatradi&ion of the fpirit by 
which they were diftated. 

V As the Britilh miniftry infifted, on the other hand, on the propriety and lawfuir.cfs of 
fuzing articles of this nature, contentions arofc between Great Britain and the various powers 
to which the vdli-ls laden with fuel) articles belonged. Indeed, the right of preventing fup- 
plics from being carried to the enemy was fo manifdl, that nothing but an inclination to make 
ufc of any opportunity to quarrel with this nation, could have prompted that eagernefs with 
•which all.Europe feerned to conlpire in refuting to admit the* validity of arguments upon which 
the conduit of the Britilh government was founded. i 

“ The principles alleged in its defence were derived from ancient and long received prac¬ 
tice : they had, for ages, coullituted that part of the law of nations which relates to the ufages 
ellablilhed in civilized countries in times of war. They formed fo powerful a barrier to the 
defigns in agitation agaiull Great Britain, that while their validity was allowed, no juft com¬ 
plaint could be framed againlt the conduft of the Britilh miniftry. 

“ The only method therefore to arraign it, was to call in queftion the reftitude of tliofe 
principles, and to eftablilh a new fyftcm of maritime laws, contrary to tbofe which had been 
fo long in force. By thefe means, the pretences of Britain would be overthrown, and the 
light (he claimed of intercepting the fuppiies carried to her enemies would be entirely annulled. 

“ That power which took the lead in the promulgation of this new fvftem was Ruffia;— 
a power that ought, according to all the rules of what feemed juft policy, to have afled a 
friendly part te Britain, and to have difcountenanccd a mcafurc which tended fo manifcllly to 
injure her. 

“ It was under the proteflion of thefe ancient maxims and cuftoms, that Britain main¬ 
tained the arduous confiift again!! fo many powerful enemies, with no ftmll fucccfs :—It was 
' for that reafon alone, that Europe determined they fhould undergo a total alteration. 

“ Whatever might be the fecrct motives for fuel) an extraordinary determination in the 
court of RuiTia, it was with juft furprizc the court of Great Britain received notice that it had 
formed a code of naval reguiations, which militated, in the moft direft manner, againft the 
pradlices hitherto obferved in Europe, and were evidently levelled at the maritime power of 
this country. 

“’It was a matter of peculiar aftonifhmcnt that Ruffia fhould be at the head of a combina¬ 
tion fo injurious to Great Britain. The favours fhe had received from the British govern¬ 
ment, in her late war with the Turks, and ftiii more, the commercial benefits re Suiting from 
aconne&ion with this country, feempd to fecure the good-will of Ruffia, and even its affif- 
tance, in cafe of neceffrty : little therefore was it expefted, that it fhould prove the firft of all 
European potentates in that inimical declaration, the intent of which was to deprive Great 
. Britain of the principal rcfources.that enabled her to maintain her ground in the midft of io 
many difficulties. 
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In taking a ftep of fuch an unprecedented nature, RufTia had previoufiy ufed the precau¬ 
tion of fecuring the concurrence of all her neighbours:—So formidable was the imprelfion of 
the power and fpirit of England, notwithftanding the perils which furrounded her, that none 
of the northeriv^owers durft prefume, alone and unfupported by the others, to enter the lifts 
againft her in fuch an hoftile and dccilive manner. 

“ Denmark and Sweden accordingly joined with RufTia in this naval confederacy , to which 
Holland, and even Portugal, were invited to accede: fo prevalent and lb powerful was the 
univerfal malevolence to Britain, and fo unqueftionably was it reputed the intcicft of Europe 
to co-operate in the humiliation of her maritime grandeur. In this manner was funned that 
afibciation of the neutral powers of Europe againft this country, which allumed the denomi¬ 
nation of The Armed Neutrality.” 

As this tranfaflion was, in all its c’ireumfiances, fo very extraordinary, and produced fuch 
a bold innovation on the commercial law of nations, we lhall not only give the convention 
for an armed neutrality at large, hut shall precede it with tire different declarations of the neu¬ 
tral Hates, and the anfwcrs of the belligerent powers. 

Declaration of tbe Emprefs of Rulfia, to the courts of London, of Vcrfailles, and of Madrid: 

“ The Emprefs of Rulfia has fo well manifefted the fentiments of juftice, of equity, and of 
moderation, by which (he is animated, and has given fuch convincing proofs, during the war 
which (he fuftained againft the Ottoman Porte, of tltc ftrift regard which file has for the right* 
of neutrality, and the libcity of commerce iit general, that fiic may fairly appeal to the tci -- 
mony of all Europe. This condutt, as well as (he principles of impartialitv which ihc has 
manifefted during this prefent war, might have infpired her with the juft confidence, that her 
fiuhjcfts would likewiie peaceably enjoy the fruit of their induftrv, and of the advantages be¬ 
longing to all neutral nations. Experience has, however, proved the contrary. not thefe coo- 
llderatioris, nor the regard due and picfcribcd by the univerfal law of nations, have presented 
her Impelial Majcftv’s fubjccfts from being often molefted in their navigation, and retarded in 
their operations, by the fiiips and privateers of the belligerent powers. 

"■ Thole vexations offered to the liberty of commerce in general, and to that of Runts in 
particular, arc of fuch a nature, as to excite the attention of fovereignf, and of all neutral 
nations. Her Imperial Majcfly finds herlelf under the obligation cf freeing hcilelf therefrom, 
by ail means compatible with her dignity, and the welfare of her fubjecls :—But before fiie 
means to come to any ferious mcafures, and in order lincerelv to prevent all new mifundcr- 
ftandings, her Imperial Mnjeity has thought it juft and equitable to expole to the eves of a!! 
Europe, the principles which the has adopted for her condufl, and which are the moft proper 
to prevent all future clifugreement. Her Imperial Majefty does this with fo much tin- more 
confidence, as flic finds thciV principles contained in the laws of the primitive people, which 
all nations have a right to claim, and which the belligerent powers cannot invalidate, without 
violating the laws of neutrality, and without difowning the maxims which they lime adopttd 
thcmfclvcs, in their different tieaties and public engagements. They are contained in the fol¬ 
lowing points:— 

“ 1 . That neutral fiiips fhall enjoy a free navigation, even from port to port, and on the 
coafls of the belligerent powers. 


“ II. That all cifefts belonging to the fuhiefts of jhc (aid belligerent powers, lhall he 
looked upon as free on board fuch neutral fiiips, except only tuch goods as are flipulated to be 
contraband. 


Voi.. IV. 


«( 
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17S0 “ Ill. That her Imperial Majefty, for tlic proper underftanding of this, refers to the arti¬ 

cles X. and XI. of her treaty of commerce with Great Britain, extending her obligations to 
all the other belligerent powers. 

“ IV. That in order to determine what charafterizes a port blocked up, that denomina¬ 
tion {hall not be granted but to fuch places before which there are aftually a number of enemy’s 
{hips ftationed near enough, fo as to make its entry dangerous. 

“ V. That thefe principles Hull ferve as rules in the judicial proceedings and fentcnces 
upon the legality of prizes. 

“ Her Imperial Majefty, in math felling thofe principles before all Europe, at the fame time 
declares, that fhe is firmly refolved to maintain them, and in order to proteft the honour of 
her flag, and the fecurity of the commerce and navigation of her fubjefts againft whomfoever; 
in confequence whereof, file has given an order to'fit out a considerable part of her naval 
forces. This meafure has, however, no influence on the ftrift and rigorous neutrality which 
her Imperial Majefty is refolved religioufly to obferve, and which fee feall obferve as long as 
{he feall not be provoked and forced to depart from thofe principles of moderation and perfect 
impartiality. It is only in this extremity that her fleet will be ordered to aft, wherever her 
honour, intereft, and ncceffity feall require. 

“ la giving this formal affurance, with all the franknefs fo congenial to her charafter, her 
Imperial Majefty cannot but expeft feat the belligerent powers, fenfibie of the fentiments of 
juftice and equity with which fee is animated, will contribute to the accomplifement of her 
falutary views, which tend fo manifeftly to the welfare of all nations, and to the advantages 
even of thofe at war; that in confcqucnce thereof, they will provide their courts of admiralties, 
their officers, and commanders, with proper inftru&ions, analogous and conformable to the 
principles here above-mentioned, and drawn from the primitive code of peoples, and fo often 
adopted in their own conventions. 

“ Petetjha*, February a6, 1780. (Signed) “ CA,TH ARINA.” 

And lower, 

“ By order of her Imperial Majefty, 
(Signed) “ Panin. 

Declaration of the King of Denmark to the fame courts:— 

“ If the moft exaft and per fed neutrality, with the moft regular navigation, and the inoft 
inviolable refpeft to treaties, could have kept free the commerce of the fubjefts of the King of 
Denmark and Norway from the inroads of the powers with whom he is at peace, free and in¬ 
dependent, it would not be ncceflary to take mcafurcs to infure to his fubjefts that liberty to 
which they have the moft incontrovertible right. The King of Denmark has always founded 
his glory and his grandeur upon the efteem and confidence of other people. It has been his 
rurfe, from the beginning of his reign, to teftify to all the powers, his friends, a conduft the 
moft capable of convincing them of his pacific intentions, and of his defire to contribute to 
fee general happinefs of Europe. Ilis proceedings have always been conformable to thefe 
principles, againft which nothing can. be alleged; he has not, till now, addrefled himfclf but 
to the powers at war to obtain a redrefs of his griefs; and he has never wanted moderation in 

his demands, nor acknowledgments, when they have received the fuccefs they deferved._But 

the neutral navigation has been tpo often rooJefled, and the moft innocent commerce of his 
fubjefts too frequently troubled ; fo that the King finds himfclf obliged to take proper mea- 
furcs to affure to himfclf and allies, the fafety of commerce and navigation, and the mainte- 
* 2 nance 
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1780 nance of the inseparable rights of liberty and independence. If the duties of neutrality are 
facrcd, the law of nations lias alfo its rights, avowed by all impartial powers, ettabiiffted by 
cuftom, and founded upon equity and reafon. A nation independent and neuter, docs not 
lofe by the wars of others the rights which (he had'before the war, bccaufe peace cxifts between 
her and ail the belligerent powers. Without receiving or being obliged to follow the laws of 
either of them, (he is allowed ta follow, in all places, (contraband excepted) the traffic which 
(he would have a right to do, if peace exifted with all Europe, as it exiOs with her. The 
King pretends to nothing beyond what the neutrality allows him :—This is bis rule, and tint 
of liis people ; and the King cannot accord to the principle, that a power at war lias a right to 
interrupt the commerce of his fubjefts. He thinks it due to himfelf and his fuhje&s, faithful 
obfervers of thefe rules, and to the powers at war themfdves, to declare to them the following 
principles, which he has always held, and which he will always avow and maintain, in con¬ 
cert with the Emprefs of all the Ruffias, vvhofe fentiments he finds entirely conformable with 
his own.” 

[Here follow the propofed principles of neutrality, exactly corrcfponding with thofe adopted 
by Ruflia.] 

Declaration of the King of Sweden to the fame courts 

“ Ever fince the beginning of the prefent war, the King has taken particular care to mani¬ 
fest his intentions to all Europe. He impofed upon liimfclf the law of a perfect neutrality ; he 
fulfilled all the duties thereof with the raoft fcrupulous exaftitude: and, in confcquence there¬ 
of, he thought himfelf entitled to all the prerogatives naturally appertaining to the qualifica¬ 
tion of a fovereign perfectly neuter. But notwithftanding this, his commercial fubjefts have 
been obliged to claim his proteflion, and his Majcfty has found himfelf under the neceflity to 
grant it to them. 

“To effeft this, the King ordered, iaft year, a certain number of men of war to be fitted 
out. He employed a part thereof on the coarts of his kingdom, and the rert ferved as convoys 
for the Swedifh merchant-lhips, in the different Teas which the commerce of his fubjefts re¬ 
quired them to-navigate. He acquainted the feveral belligerent powers with thefe mcafures, 
and was preparing to continue tire fame during the courfe of this year, whew other courts, who 
bad likewife adopted a perfect neutrality, communicated their fentiments unto him, which 
the King found entirely conformable to his own, and tending to the fame oh]eft. 

“ The Emprefs of Ruffin caufcd a declaration to be delivered to the couits of London, 
Vcrfaillcs, and Madrid, in which fhc acquainted them of her refolution to protect the com¬ 
merce of her fubjefts, and to defend the univerfal rights and prerogatives of neutral nations.— 
This declaration was founded upon fuch juft principles of the law of nations, and tin ihh- 
fifting treaties, that it was importable to call them into queftion* The King found them en¬ 
tirely concordant with his own caufii, and with the treaty concluded in the vear 1O66, between 
Sweden and France; and his Majcfty could not forbear to acknowledge and to adopt the fame 
principles, not only with regard to thofe powers with whom the laid treaties are in force, but 
alfo with regard to fuch others as arc already engaged in the prefent war, or may be involved 
therein hereafter, and with.whom the King has no treaties to reclaim. It is the univerfal law ; 
and when there are no particular engagements exirting, it becomes obligatory upon all nations. 

“ In confcqucnoe thereof, the King declares hereby'again, that- he will obiVrvc the fame 
neutrality, and with the fame exaftitude as lie has hitherto done. He will enjoin all his fub¬ 
jefts, under, rigorous pains, no* to aft in any manner whatcvei Contrary to the duties which a 
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1780 ftrift neutrality impofes upon them ; but he will effectually protect their lawful commerce, by 
all poffibie means, whenever they carry on the fame conformably to the principles here above- 
mentioned.” 

Rut previous to the court of Sweden’s final acccffion to the neutral confederacy propofed by 
Rullla, lhc required an explanation from that court relative to the following particulars: — 

“ I. How, and in what manner, a reciprocal protection and mutual afliftance fhall be 
given ? 

“ II. Whether each particular power fhall be obliged to proteCt the general commerce of 
the whole ; or, if in the mean time, it may employ a part of its armament in the protection of 
its own particular commerce ? 

“ III. If icveral of thefe combined fquadrons fhould meet, or, for example, one or more 
of their veffels, what fhall be the rule of their conduCt towards each other, and how far Dull 
the neutral protection extend ? 

“ IV. It feems effential to agree upon the manner in which reprefentations fhall be made 
to the powers at war, if, notwirhftanding our mcafurcs, their fhips of war, or armed vcffds, 
Ihould continue to interrupt our commerce in any manner.—Mull thefe remonftranccs be 
made in the general name of the united powers, or fhall each particular power plead its own 
caufe only ? 

“ V. Laftly, it appears cflentiaily neceflary to provide againft this pofilble event,—where 
one of the united powers feeing itfelf driven to extremities againft any of the powers aftually 
at war, fhould claim the afliflancc of the allies in this convention to do her juft ice : in what 
manner can this be befl. concerted r —A circumftancc which equally requires a ftipulation, that 
the reprifals, in that cafe, fhall not be at the will of fuch party injured, but that the common 
voice fhall decide: otherwife, an individual power might, at its pleafure, draw the reft, againft; 
their inclinations and interefts, into difagreeable extremities, or break the whole league, and 
reduce matters into their original ftatc, which would render the whole fruitlcfs, and of no 
t-ffeft. ■» 

To thefe queries the court of Rufiia returned the following anAvcr :— 

“ I. As to the manner in which protection and mutual aftiftancc fhall be granted, it mult 
be fettled by a formal convention, to which all the neutral powers will be invited ; the prin¬ 
cipal end of which is, to infure a free navigation to the merchant-fir ips of all nations. When¬ 
ever fuch vcffcl fhall have proved, from its papers, that it carries no contraband goods, the 
proteftion of a fquadron, or veffels of war, fhall be granted her, under whole care fhe fhall 
put herfelf, and which fhall prevent her being interrupted.—From hence it follows: 

“ II. That each power muft concur in the general fecurity of commerce. In the mean 
time, the better to accompliih this object, it will be neceflary to fettle, by means of a feparatc 
article, the places and diftances which may be judged proper for the ftation of each power.— 
F rom that method will arife this advantage, that all the fquadrons of the allies will form a kind 
of chain, and be able to afiift each other: the particular arrangement to be confined only to 
the knowledge of the allies, though the convention, in all other points, will be communica¬ 
ted to the powers at war, accompanied with all the proteftations of a ft rift neutrality. 

“ Ill. It is undoubtedly the principle of a perfeft equality which muft regulate this point. 
We fhall follow the common mode with regard to fafety.—In cafe the fquadrons fhould meet 
and engage, the cAnmandcrs will conform to the ufages of the fea-fervicc; becaufc, as is ob¬ 
served above, the reciprocal proteftion, under thefe conditions, fhould be unlimited. 

“ IV. It 
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1780 ,c IV. It feems expedient, that the reprefentations mentioned in this article, be made by 
the party aggrieved ; and that the minifters of the other confederate powers fupport thofc re- 
monftrancea in the moft forcible and efficacious manner. 

“ V. Wc Feci all the importance of this conftdcration; and, to render it clear, it is necef- 
fary to diftinguifh the cafe. 

“ If any one of the allied powers flioftld fufFer jtfclf to be drawn in by motives contrary to 
the eftabliflied principles of a neutrality and pcrfeX impartiality, fhould injure its laws, or ex¬ 
tend their bounds, it cannot certainly be cxpeXed that the others fhould efpoufe the quarrel; 
on the contrary, fuch a conduX would be deemed an abandoning the ties which united them. 
But if the infult offered to one of the allies fhould be hoftile to the principles adopted and an¬ 
nounced in the face of all Europe, or fliould be marked with the charafter of hatred and ani- 
mofity, infpired by refentment, theic common meafurcs of the confederation, which have 
no other tendency than to make, in a precife and irrevocable manner, laws for the liberty of 
commerce, and the rights of every neutral nation,—then it lhall be held indifpenfable for the 
united powers to make a common caufe of it, (at lea only) without its being a ground-work, 
for other operations, as thefe connexions are purely maritime, having no other object than. 
naval commerce and navigation. 

“ From all that is faid above, it evidently refults, that the common will of all, founded 
upon the principles admitted and adopted by the dontraXing patties mult alone decide, and 
that it will always be the fixed bafis of the conduX and operations of this union. Finally, 
wc lhall obferve, that thefe conventions fuppofc no other naval armament than what lhall be 
conformable to circumftanccs, according as thofc lhall render them neccflary, or as may be 
agreed. It is probable that this agreement, once ratified and eftablifhed, will be of the greatelt 
confequencc, and that the belligerent powers will find in it fufficicnt motives to perfuade them 
to refpeX the neutral flag, and prevent tlicir provoking the refentment of a rel'pcXabic com - 
munion, founded under the auipices of the moft evident jufticc, and the Idle idea of which is 
received with the univerfal applaufc of all impartial Europe.” 

The following anfwer was given by his Britannic Majefty to the declaration of the Em • 
prefs of Ruffia : — 

“ During the courfe of the war wherein his Britannic Majefty finds himfclf engaged, 
through the unprovoked aggreffion of F ranee and Spain, he hath conftantly manifefted his 
fentiments of jufticc, equity, and moderation, in every part ot his conduX. IBs Majefty 
hath aXed towards friendly and neutral powers according to their own procedure refpcXing 
lireat Britain, and conformably to the clcarcft principles general!v acknowledged as the laws 
of nations, being the only law between powers where no treaties fubilft, and agreeably to the 
tenor of his different engagements with other powers; thofc engagements have altered this 
primitive law, by mutual fUpulations, proportioned to the will and convenience of the coa- 
tiaXing parties. 

“ Strongly attached to her Majefty of all the Raffias, by the tic of reciprocal fricndfhip and 
common intcrcft, the King, from the commencement of thofc troubles, gave the moft pre- 
cifc orders rcfpeXing the Hag of her Imperial Majefty, and the commerce of her fubjcXs, 
agreeably to the laws of nations, and the tenor of the engagements ftipulated by his treaty of 
commerce with her, and to which he lhall adhere with the moil lcrupulous cxaXncfs.- 

“ The orders to this intent have been renewed, and the utmotl care will be taken for their 
ftiiXcft execution. 
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1780 “ It may be prefuined, that not the leaft irregularity will happen;. but in cafe any infringe* 

merit contrary to thcfe repeated orders take place, the courts of admiralty, which, i»t this, like 
all other countries, are eftablifhed to take cognizance of fuch matters, and in all cafes do 
judge foleiy by the laws of nations, and by the fpecific Populations of different treaties, will 
redrefs every hardfhip in fo equitable a manner, that her Imperial Majefty fhall be perfectly 
fatisfied, and acknowledge a like fpirit of juftiee-which flic herfelf pofleffes.” 

Anfwer of the French King to die declaration of the Emprefs of Ruflia:— 

“ Tl»e war in which the King finds hinslelf engaged, having no other objeft than his at* 
tachtnent to the principles of perfe ft. liberty at fea, his Majefty could not bat with great fatis- 
faftion behold the Emprefs of Ruflia adopting the fame principles, and at the fame time ex* 
preffinga firm reioiutiem to maintain them. What her Imperial Majefty claims from the bel¬ 
ligerent powers, is nothing elfe thau the rules preferibed to the- French navy; the execution 
whereof is maintained with an exaftitude known and applauded by all Europe. 

“ The freedom of commerce-of neutral fhips, reftrained only in a very few cafes, is the 
direft refult of the law of nature, the fafe*gnard of nations, the relief even of thofe who are 
a-ifliftod by the calamities of war. The King has therefore been always defirous- to procure, 
not only to the fubjefts of the Emptefs of RulTia, but alfo to thofe of all other ftates-that have 
adopted a ftrift neutrality, the liberty to navigate the fcas on the lame conditions as are men¬ 
tioned in the declaration, to which hil Majefty is hereby giving an anfwer. 

“ The King flattered himfelf with having made, a great ftep towards tins general welfare, and 
with having prepared a glorious xra for his reign, in fixing, by his example, the rights which 
all belligerent powers might, and Ihould acknowledge, as belonging to neutral fhips. His 
hopes have not been decrcafed, fince the Emprefs of Ruflia, in adopting the ftrifteft neutrality, 
has declared herfelf for the fame fyflem, which the King maintains at the price of the blood 
of his people ; and as Ihe claims the fame rights which his Majefty wilhes to make the foun¬ 
dation of a maritime code of law. 

“ If it were neceflary to iffuc frefh orders, that the fhips of her Imperial Majeftv’s fubjefts 
might not be under any apprehenfion of being interrupted in their navigation by any of the 
King’s fubjefts, his Majefty would be very ready to iflue them ; but the Emprefs of Ruflia 
will undoubtedly rely on his Majefty’s difpofitions, which are contained in the different regu¬ 
lations that have been publifhed. They do not depend upon circumftances ;—they arc founded 
•upon the law of nations;—and they arc becoming a Prince who is happy enough to find al¬ 
ways in the general psofperity the meafuTe of that of his kingdom. The King only wifhes 
that her Imperial Majefty would more explicitly fix the nature of merchandizes which Hull be 
reputed contraband in times of war, and give morc precife ruies for the form of clearances, 
and other papers, wherewith the Ruffian fhips lhall be provided. 

“ With this precaution, his Majefty is well aft'ured that no accident whatever will happen, 
which might make him repent to have rendered, as much as lay in his power, the condition 
of tho Ruffian navigator* as advantageous as it is pofltble in time of war. Other happy cir¬ 
cumftances have already convinced both courts, at fcvcral times, of what confequenoc it is to 
explain themftflues with fronknefs and fiucerity upon their refpeftive interefts. 

“ The King* is happy in having an opportunity to exprefs to her Imperial Majefty his fen- 
timents upon a-jwirrt fo interefting to Ruffia, and all the commercial powers of Europe.— 
And he applauds,tho more fincprely the principles and views which direft 1 the. Emprefs of 
Ruflia, as his Majefty takes part in the fentimeuts and motives which have engaged that Prin- 
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ij$o cds to adojrt niewfures, from which (olid advantages will undoubtedly refuft, not only to her 
fubjefts, but alfo to all nations. 

Vtrrfail let, April 25, 1780. 

Anfwer from the King of Spain to the Declaration of the Emprefs of Roffia. 

** The King being informed of the Em profs’s fcmimems with rclpcft to the belligerent and 
neutral powers, by a memorial remitted»to the Comte de Florida Blanca, on the 15th inftanr, 
by Mt. Etienne de Zinowief, Miniilerto her Imperial Majefty : the King confiders this as the 
effeft of a j,oft confidence which his Majefty has oh his part merited ; and it is yet more agree¬ 
able that the principles adopted by this fovereign fhould be the fame as have always guided the 
King, and which his Majefty has for a long time, but without fucccfs, endeavoured to caufc 
England to obferve, while Spain remained neuter, Thefe principles are founded in juftice, 
equity and moderation ; and thefe fame principles Ruffia and all the other powers have expe¬ 
rienced in the refolutions formed by his Majefty ; and it has been entirely owing to the con¬ 
duit of the Englifh navy, both in the laft and the prefent war, (a conduit wholly fubverfiv; 
of the received rules among neutral powers) that his Majefty has been obliged to follow their 
example ; fince the Englifh paying no rcfpcil to a neutral flag, if the fame be laden with efleits 
belonging to the enemy, even if the articles Ihoald not be contraband, and that flag not ufing 
any means of defending itfclf, there could not be any juft caufc why Spain fhould not make 
reprifais, to indemnify hcifclf for the great difacWantages flic muft otherwife labour under. 
The neutral powers have alio laid themfelves open to the inconvcniencies they have fufFercd, 
by furnifhing themfelves with double papers, and other artifices to prevent the capture of their 
velTels ; fiom which have followed captures and detentions innumerable, and other difagrec- 
able confequtnces, though in 1 ealiry not (o prejudicial as pretended ; on the contrary, foine 
of thefe detentions have turned to the advantage of the proprietors, as the goods, being fold in 
the port where they were condemned, have frequently gone off at a higher price than they 
would have clone at tire place of their deftination. 

“ The King, ticvcrthelefs, nor contented with thefe proofs of his jollification, which have 
been nianifeft to all Europe, will this day have the glory of being the firft to give the example 
of refpeiting the neutral flag of all the courts that have confented, or fhall confcnr, to defend 
ft, till his Majefty finds what part the Englifh navy takes, and whether they will, together 
with their privateers, keep within proper hounds. And to (hew to all the neutral powers how 
much Spain is defirous of obferving the fame rules in time of war as file was Jireitrd bv whilft 
neuter, his Majefty conforms to the other points contained in the declaration of Rnflia. To 
be underftood, nevcrthelefs, that, with regard to the blockade, of Gibraltar, the danger of 
entering fubfifts, as determined by the fourth article of the iaid declaration. Thefe danger*; 
may, however, be avoided by the neutral powers, if they conform to thofc rules of precaution 
eftablifhcd by his Majcfty’s declaration of the 13th of laft March, which has been communi¬ 
cated to the court of Peterfburg by his mimfter. 

At Jianjutz, April 18, 1780. Florida Blanca.” 

Emprefs of Ruflia's memorial to the States General. 

“ High and Mighty Lords , 

“ The under-written envoy extraordinary from her Majefty the Emprefs of all the Ruffia?., 
has the honour to communicate hereby a copy of a declaration, which the Emprefs, his fo\e- 
reign, has made to the different powers actually at war. Your High Mightineffes will un¬ 
doubtedly look upon this communication as a particular mark of her Imperial Majcfty’s atten- 
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1780 tion for this republic, equally intcrefted in the reafons which have given rife to this declara¬ 
tion. He has moreover orders to declare, in the name other Imperial Majcfty, that, as.much 
as Ihc defires to maintain, during the prefent war, the moll perfect neutrality, as much will 
flic be jealous to maintain, by the moil efficacious means, the honour of the Ruffian flag, and 
the fccurity of commctcc, and navigation of her fubje&s, and will not fufler the lcaft infringe¬ 
ment or molcftation front any of the belligerent powers : that, in order to avoid, on this occa- 
iion, all miiunderflandings, or falfe interpretations, her Imperial Majcfly has thought proper 
to fpecify, in her declaration, the limits of a free commerce, and what is to be underflood by 
contraband ; that if tbc definition of the firft is founded on the moll Ample and clear notions, 
and fully and mofl explicitly determined by the law of nature, that of the laft is taken literally 
by her Imperial Majcfly, from the treaty of commerce between Ruffia and Great Britain : 
that by theie means her Imperial Majcfty proves inconteflablv her good faith and impartiality 
towards all parties, and confequcntly may expedl that all the other commercial powers will be 
the more expeditious to accede to her way of thinking concerning the neutrality. 

“ With thefe views her Imperial Majcfly has ordered the under-written envoy extraordinary 
to invite your High Mightinefics to make a common caufe with her, in fo far as this union 
may fevve to protect commerce and navigation, in obferving at tbc fame time the moll exaft 
neutrality, and to fignify unto them the meafurcs her Imperial Majcfly has taken in conlc- 
quence thereof. « 

“ The like invitation has already been given to the couits of Copenhagen, of Stockholm, 
and of Lifbon, in order that, by tbc united care of all the neutral maritime powers, the navi¬ 
gation of all the neutral trading nations may be cflabliffied and legalized, and a fyftcm adopted, 
founded upon juftice, apd which by its real advantage may ferve for rules for future ages. 

“ The under-written envoy extraordinary makes not the lcaft doubt that vour High Migli- 
tindTes wii! take her Imperial Majefty’s invitation into immediate conlldcration, and that thev 
will concur with her in making without delay a declaration to the belligerent potters, founded 
upon the fame principles as thofe of her Imperial Majcfly, and that they will explain them- 
Iclvts at the fame time concerning the protection of their commerce and navigation, and of 
the nature of contraband,, conformably to the exprefs terms of their particular ticaties with 
the other nations. 

“ The under-written envoy extraordinary has moreover the honour to aflure your High 
Mightinefics, that if, in order to cftabhlh upon a folid foundation a lvfiem as glorious as it i 
advantageous to the welfare of the navigation in genera), they Ihould be inclined to begin a nr- 
gociation with the above-mentioned neutral powers, fo as to eflablilh a particular convention 
on this fubjed, bet Imperial Majcfty will be ready to take a part in it. 

“ Your High Mightinefics will cafily perceive the neccflity of accelerating their rcfolutions 
upon objcfls as important as they are advantageous to humanity in general: the tiudcr-wi ittur 
envoy extraordinary begs the favour of a fpeedy anfvver. 

“ (Signed,) 

<l At the Hague, April 3, 1780. Dimitiu Pmxoe du G.uuTnx," 

The naval treaty, or convention, for an aimed neutrality, concluded at Copenhagen, 
June 28, 1780, O. S. between her Majcfly the Ernprcfs of Ruffia, and his Majcfly the King 
of Denmark and Norway, for the prefervation of the liberty of the commerce and navigation 
of neuter nations; to which his Majcfly the King of Sweden, and their High Mightinefics the 
. , States 
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1780 States General of the United Provinces acceded, and refpeftively figned the fame at Pcterf- 
burg, on the 21ft of July, 1780, and the 5th of January, 1781 ; which was as follows : 

“ Whereas the commerce and navigation of neuter powers is great I v injuied by the prefent 
war at fca, which has broken out between Great Britain, on the one part, and France and Spain, 
on the other part, her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Majellv the King of Denmark 
and Norway, in confequence of their afliduous attention to iuppott their own dignity, aijd to 
unite their conftant care for the fafety and welfare of their refpeftive fubjefts; as well as front 
the refpeft which they have at all times manifefted for the rights of nations in geneial, have 
found it neceflary, in the prefent circumftances, to determine their conduft accordin? to thefe 
fentiments. 

“ Her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, in her declaration to the belligerent powers, dated 
February 28, 1780, has plainly ftated, in the face of all Europe, the fundamental piinciples 
which derive from the primitive rights of mankind, and which her faid Majefty claims and 
adopts as a rule of her conduft in the prefent war. As this attention of her Imperial Maiefty, 
in watching over the reciprocal rights of nations, has been honoured with the approbation of 
all neutral powers, her faid Majefty has engaged in this affair, which materially concerns her 
moft: eflential intercfls, and has proceeded therein fo far, that it may be ferioufly confidered as 
a fubjeft worthy of the attention of both the prefent and future time, as it tends to the efta- 
blilhment of a permanent and invariable fyftem of the rights, prerogatives, and engagements 
of neutrality. 

“ Ilis Majefty the King of Denmark and Norway, convinced of the jufticc of thefe prin¬ 
ciples, has likewife eftablifhed and claimed them in his declaration of the 8th of Julv, 1780, 
which declaration (as well as that of the Emprefs of Ruflia) his faid Majefty has caufid to be 
communicated to the belligerent powers; and in older to fupport thefe principles cfiicaciouflv, 
his Majefty Iras ordered part of his fleet to he fitted out. From thefe proceedings have i.riEn 
that harmony and unanimity with which her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia. and his Majefty 
the King of Denmark and Norway, have thought neceflary, in mutual friendfhip and reci¬ 
procal confidence, and in conformity to the intcreft of their refpeftive fabjefts, to confirm 
their common engagements by the conclufion of a formal convention. 

“ To this end their Imperial and Royal Majeflics have chofen plenipotentiaries, who have 
concluded and agreed to the following articles: 

“ I. That their aforefaid Majcllics aic lincercly determined to maintain, conflantlv, the 
moft perfeft friend fir ip and harmony with the different powers at prefent engaged in war, and 
to obfervethe moft fcrupulous neutrality ; and in confe.juencc thereof they declare, that adhri- 
ing to this determination, the prohibition of all contraband trade with the powets at prefent at 
war, or with thofc who may hereafter be engaged therein, fit ail he lirictly obferved by their 
refpeftive fuhjc&s. 

11. To avoid all errors and mifunderflandings with regard to commodities width lTnli be 
deemed contraband, her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Majefty the King of Denmark 
and Norway, do hereby declare, that they fhal! only acknowledge Inch articles to be contra¬ 
band commodities as arc included and mentioned iti the treaties now lubfifting between their 
refpeftive courts, and the one or tlrc other of the belligerent powers. 

“ Her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia conforms herfeif entirely, in this refpeft, to the arti¬ 
cles X. and XII. of her treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and extends likc- 
wife the engagements of dll', trestv, which are fouiu.cd upon the natural rights of nations, to 
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1780 the courts of France and Spain ; which faid courts, until the date of this prefent convention, 
have no treaty of commerce with her empire. 

“ Mis Majeily the King of Denmark and Norway, on his part, conforms liimfelf chiefly 
to the fecond article of this treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to the 
articles XXVI. and XXVII. of his treaty of commerce with Fiance, and extends alfo the 
engagements of this iafl-mcntioned treaty to. th* court of Spain, as his faid Majefly has no 
treaty with the iaft-mentioned power, which determines any conditions relative to this 
fubjett. 

“ III. As by thefe means all contraband goods and commodities are determined and afccr- 
tained conformable to the treaties and fpccial convention fubfiiling between the high contract¬ 
ing parties and the belligerent powers, and chiefly in the treaty between Ruflia and Great Bri¬ 
tain of the 20th of June, 1766, as well as in that between Denmark and Great Britain, dated 
July 11,' 1670, and by that concluded between Denmark and France, on the 23d of Augufl, 
174a ; the will and intention of her Majcfty the Emprcfs of Ruflia, and of his Majcfty the 
King of Denmark and Norway are, that all other commerce fhall be and remain free. 

“ Their faid Majeflies having already let forth in their declaration to the belligerent powers, 
that they have laid down, as the balls of their conduft, the general principles of tire natural 
rights of mankind, from whence the liberty of commerce and navigation, and the rights of 
neuter nations derive, are refolved not to depend any longer upon the arbitrary explication of 
thefe rights, which is generally clidated by partial advantages and momentary interefts , with 
this view, their faid Majeftics have agreed upon the following articles : 

“ 1. That all neutral veffels lltali be permitted to navigate from port to port, and on the 
coafts of the belligerent powers* 

“ 2. That the effefl s belonging to fubjeCs of the belligerent powers Hull be free on board 
neater Ihips and veflels, excepting only fuch articles as are flipulatcd to be deemed contraband. 

“ 3. In order to determine what is to be conlidered as a port blocked up, it is hereby de¬ 
clared, that that port fhall only be deemed as fuch into which no fhips can enter without being 
expofed to an evident peril from the forces that attack the faid port, and the Ihips that fhall 
have taken a ftation near enough for that purpofe, 

“ 4. That neuter veflels fhali only be liable to be flopped and feixed for juft and cogent 
reafons, and upon the moft convincing proofs, that juftice fhall be done unto them without 
lofs of time, and that the proceedings fhall always be uniform, fpcedv, and according to the 
laws ; and that whenever any fhall be found to havp been flopped, or fuffered any damage 
without any fufficient caufe, they fhall not only be entitled to a fuflicient compcnfation, but 
alfo to a compleat fatisfaftion for the infult offered to the flag of their Majeflies. 

4t IV, In order to obtain this end, and to proteft the general commerce of their fubjcCs, 
founded upon thefe invariable principles, her Majeftv, the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Ma- 
jefty, the King of Denmark and Norway, have refolved to fit out, feparately, a proportionate 
number of fhips of the line and frigates ; and the fquadrons of thefe rcfpeflive powers fhall re¬ 
pair to fuch latitudes, and fhall ferve as convoys to the trading fhips of tlicir refpcCive fubjefts, 
wherever the commerce and navigation of each nation fhall require it. 

“ V. In cafe that any merchant fhips belonging to fubjcfls of one of the high contracting par¬ 
ties fliould happen to be in a fea or latitude where no fhips of w ar of their fovercign arc flation- 
*d» and that they confequcntly could not obtain any proteflion from the forces of their own na¬ 
tion, the commander of the fhips of war of the other power, upon being duly requefted, fhall 
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ijSo immediately afford them all ncceffary affi fiance ; and in this cafe, it is hereby ftipulatcd, that 
the lliips and frigates of the one power fliall always grant the ncceffary protection and affiftance 
to the trading fhips of the other power; provided always, that thole who fhall claim fuch a ffi fi¬ 
ance or protection, fhall not carry on any illicit trade which may be contrary to the Jaws of 
neutrality, as received and mentioned here above. 

“ VI. The prefent convention fhall hot be rctro-aftivc, and confcqucnllv neither of the 
high contracting parties can take recognizance of any differences that may have arifen between 
them and other powers before its conclufion, unlefs the matter in litigation fliall be relative to 
violences which are {till exifting, and which may tend to opprefs all neuter nations in Europe. 

“ VII. If, notwithftanding the vigilant and amicable care of the two high contracting par¬ 
ties, and the molt exaCt obfervations of neutrality on their part, any Ruffian or Danilh mer¬ 
chant fhips flic aid happen to be infultcd or taken by the fhips of war or privateers of one or 
the other of the belligerent powers, the miniftcr of the offended paity fliall make proper re- 
prefentations to that court whole fhips of war or privateers have been guilty of the faid a ft ; he 
fhall infill upon a rcafonablc compenfation for the damages or lofs of time, as well as upon a 
complete latisfaftion for the infult offered to the flag of his fovercign. The miniftcr of the 
other high contrafting party fhall fecond and iupport thefe reprefentations in the moft furious 
and efficacious manner, and thus they fliall continue jointly and unanimoufly until their rcquefl 
is granted. But in cafe of a refufal, or any unreasonable delay from time to time to redrefs 
thefe gi ievanecs, their aforefaid Majcflies do hereby declare, that they will make ufc of rep; iff.’.; 
towards that power that refufes to do them iuftice, and will immediately unite, in the moil: 
efficacious means, to execute thefe juft reprifals. 

“ VIII. In cafe that one of the high contrafting parties, or both together, iliould be Jif- 
turhed, molcfted, or attacked, in confequenee of this convention, or any fubjeft wlutcvcr 
relative thereto, it is hereby ftipulatcd and agreed, that the two powers fhall immediately aft 
in concert for their mutual and reciprocal defence, and fhall employ and unite all their forces 
to obtain a proper latisfaftion, as well for the infuit offered to their flag, as for the Ioffe; fuf- 
tained by their refpeftive fubjefts. 

‘‘ IX. This convention fliall be in full force as long as this prefent war fliall lafl; and the 
engagements contained therein fhall ferve as the bafts for all future engagements and treaties 
that may he concluded hereafter, according to circmnflances, and in cafe any other mari¬ 
time war fliould hereafter unfortunately diilurb the tranquillity of Europe. As to the reft, 
all what has been ftipulatcd and agreed upon, fliall be conftde.rcd as permanent and invariable, 
as well with regard to mercantile affairs as for w hat concerns the navy, and thail have force of 
law in ail decifions upon the tights of neuter nations. 

“ X. As the end and chief objeft of this convention is to fecure the general fbcrty of Hie 
commerce and navigation, the it Majcflies, the Emprcfs of Ruffia, and the King ot Denmatk 
and Norway, do hereby confcnt, and engage thcmfelves reciprocally, to permit that other 
neuter powers may accede thereto; arid that thefe powers fo acceding, being fully acquainted 
with the fundamental principles and engagements concerned in the obligations and advantages 
of the faid convention. 

“ XI. And in order that the belligerent powers may have no pretext for their proceedings, 
«r pretend to be unacquainted with tliefc engagements between their aforefaid Majefties, the 
high contrafting.powers.do hereby promife, that they will feparately acquaint the belligerent 
.powers with the meafurcs they have taken, and the motives which have engaged them to unite 
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1780 in this affair; which incafurcs arc the lefs hoftilc as they are no ways detrimental to any other 
power, but have only for object the 1'ecurity of the commerce and navigation of their refpec- 
tive fubjefts. 

“ Done at Copenhagen, the 9th of July, 1780. 

“ Charles Van Ostensarf.n, (L. S.) 

“ Jt Scuack. Ratiu.au, (L. S.) 

“ A. P. Count or Bernstorff, (L, S.) 

“ O. Thott, (L. S.) 

“ H. Eichstedt, (L. S.)” 

* The ratifications of this convention were exchanged at Copenhagen, on the 16U1 of Sep¬ 
tember, 1780, by the fame mitiifters plenipotentiaries. 

And as a like convention was concluded at Peterfburg, between the minifters appointed 
by that court, and thofe on the part of his Majefty the King of Sweden, on the aiftofjuly, 
1780 ; and the faid convention being word for word of the lame tenor and form as that con¬ 
cluded and figned at Copenhagen, excepting only the fecond article, in which the ftipulations 
concerhing the articles that are to be deemed contraband, are determined according to the trea¬ 
ties fubfifting between the court of Sweden and other powers, it has been thought,proper, to 
avoid a repetition of what has already been mentioned, to infert here the faid fecond article 
only. 

“ Art. II. To avoid all errors and mifunderftandings with regard to commodities which 
{hall be deemed contraband, her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, and his Majefty the King of 
Sweden, do hereby declare, that they fhal! only acknowledge fuch articles to be contraband 
commodities as arc included and mentioned in the treaties now fubfifting between their refpcc- 
tive courts, and the one or the other of the belligerent powers. 

“ Her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia conforms herfelf entirely in this refpeft to the articles 
X. and XL of her treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and extends likevrile 
the engagements of this treaty, which are founded upon the natural rights of nations, to the 
courts of France and Spain ; which faid courts, until the date of the prefent convention, have 
no treaty of commerce with her empire. 

“ His Majefty the King of Sweden, for his part, refers chiefly to the eleventh article of this 
treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to the tenor of the preliminary treaty 
of commerce concluded between Sweden and France in the year 1741 ; and although the arti¬ 
cles that are to be deemed contraband arc not exprcfsly afeertained and determined in the iaft- 
mentioned treaty, the two powers having been underftood toconfider each other asgcnsamkijinui, 
the court of Sweden has, however, referved to itfelfthc fame advantages which the Hans-towns 
enjoy in France fince times immemorial until the prefent period. The advantages which arc 
included in the treaty of Utrecht being fully confirmed, the King has nothing to add thereto. 
"With regard to the court of Spain, his Swedilh Majefty finds himiclf in the fame fituation as 
the Emprefs of Ruflia, and following her Majefty’s example, the King likewife extends to the 
court of Spain all the engagements of the above-mentioned treaties, as being founded upon 
the natural rights of nations. 

“ In confi-quence of this difference in the above article, the two Kings who have joined her 
Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia, in this affair, have acceded, as principal contrafting parties, 
to the treaties and conventions concluded between them and her faid Imperial Majefty, and to 
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1780 this efFeft they have figned with their own hand a feparatc aft, which faid afts have been ex¬ 
changed in due form at Pcterfburg by the minifters of her Imperial Majefty. 

“ 1 heir High Mightinefles the States General of the United Provinces, alfo acceded to the 
faid convention on the 20th of November, 1780, and tinder the fame conditions, for what 
concerns the articles of contraband, according to the treaties lubffling between their High 
Mightinefles and 6thcr powers, which faid convention has been figned at Petcrfburg by their 
plenipotentiaries on the 5th of January, 1781, with the addition of the following at tide : 

“ XIII. For what concerns the command in chief of the naval forces, in cafe the fquadrons 
or fillips of war of the two high contracting parties firould happen to meet, or find it expedient 
to form a junftion, it is hereby fijpulatcd and agreed, that the fame fhall be obeyed as is cuf- 
tomary between crowned fovereigns and the republic of Holland.” 

'1 hough the relation of every lolb we fuftained, or every advantage we acquired during the 
courf'e of this war, is not a part of, as it could not be comprehended in, our plan, we cannot 
omit mentioning, that the fuccefles of Sir George Brydges Rodney, at the commencement of 
this year, fecined to indicate a return of that naval glory, which had fo long been the boaft of 
the Englilh name, but from a variety of untoward circumftances, had, for fome time, been 
unhappily obfeured. 

On the 8th of January, 1780, Sir George Brydges Rodney, with the fleet under his com¬ 
mand, deftined for the relief of Gibraltar, fell in with arid took 22 fail of Spanifii ftiips. They 
proved to be a convoy which had failed from St. Sebaftians on the firft of the fame month, and 
were under the protection of feven fliips and veflels of war belonging to the Royal Company 
of the Caraccas. O11 the x6th, the fame fortunate and brave admiral met with flill more 
fignal fuccefs, when lie engaged, near Cape St. Vincent, a Spanifh fleet of eleven fliips of the 
line and two frigates, undci the command of Don Juan ds Langara; of this fleet he took four 
of the largeft fliips, with the Spanifii admiral, and drove two on fhore, one of which was re¬ 
covered , and, in the engagement, the San Domingo, of 70 guns and 600 men, blew up ; the 
refl, with the frigates, after being much damaged in the aftion, made their efcape. The five 
men of war which were taken, were verv fine fhips, and being completely refitted and manned, 
became a verv glorious addition to the Britifh navy. The more immediate confequences of 
this important viftory, were the complete relief of Gibraltar and of Minorca, both of which, 
till th's event, had been confidercd with no common apprehenfion. 

The firft bufinefs of importance in which the Houle of Commons engaged after the Thrift- 
mas reeds, was the deliberating on a bill brought in by Lord North, in conformity to the 
propolitions which he had before flatcd to the Houf'e, for allowing “ the trade between Ireland 
and the Britifh colonies and plantations in America and the Weft Indies, and the Britifh lct- 
tiemcnls on the coait of Africa, to be carried on, in like manner, as it is now earned on be¬ 
tween Great Britain and the faid colonies anti lettleiv.ents." On former occafions, when quti- 
tions of commerce refpefting Ireland had been in agitation, the feveral manufafturing towns 
of the kingdom had applied to Parliament and mged their fituation, as an objection to the 
matters then under difculfion ; pleading, that in reliance on tbe*good faith of Parliament they 
had put themfelves into that fituation, and that, therefore, it would be unjuft to grant to Ire¬ 
land what muit materially affeCt their intcreft. But the cafe was -now altered ; it was no longer 
a queftjon of commerce, but a queftion ot great national importance : for which reaion, the 
feveral places in the kingdom, likely to be alluded by what had already been done, and what 
more remained to be done for Ireland, Itemed 10 have thought it decent and dutiful to remain 
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1780 filent, to with-hold all oppolition, and to truft altogether to the wifdom and juftice of Parlia¬ 
ment. This bill, therefore, parted with very little oppaling animadverfion. 

It may not be improper to mention here, that the refolutions, &c. of the Englilh Parlia¬ 
ment, previous to the Chtiflims recefs, were received with the utmoft gratitude and applaufc 
in Ireland. On the 20th of December, 1779, die following refolutions were unanimously 
agreed to in the Houfe of Commons of that ( kingdora. “ Keiblv'cd, That the exportation 
from this kingdom of its woollen and other manufaftures, to all foreign places, will nutcrially 
tend to relieve its diflrefles, incrcafc its wealth, promote its profperity, and thereby advance 
the welfare of Great Britain, and the common ftrength, wealth and commerce of the llritifh 
'■* empire.” “ Refolvcd, That a liberty for this kingdom to trade with the Britilh colonics in 
America and the Weft Indies, and the Britilh fettlemsnts on the coaft of Africa, in like man¬ 
ner as trade is carried on between Great Britain and the laid colonies and fcttlcments, will be 
productive of very great commercial benefits, will be a nioft affectionate mark of the regard 
and attention of Great Britain to our diftrelTcs, and will give new vigour to the zeal of his 
Majcfty’s brave and loyal people of Ireland, to ftancf forth in fupport of his Majefty’s perfon 
and government, and the intcreft, -the honour and the dignity of the Britilh empire.” The 
fame refolutions were agreed to on the following day, in the Houfc of Peers. 

The three propofitions to allow Ireland a free export of her wool, woollens and wool Hocks; 
a free exportation of glafs, See. and p freedom of trade with the Britilh plantations on certain 
conditions, were founded on the bafts of an equality ofeuftoms and taxes upon an equal and 
vtnrcftrained trade. * 

Though a free and unlimited right to trade with the whole world, might be claimed on the 
part of Ireland; yet the irifh did not, nor could they pretend to, claim any right, dircftly or 
jndireXly with refpcX to any part of the Britilh colonics or plantations. But even admitting 
the claim of a free and unrellrained trade, it could not but be beneficial to licland to prtferve 
. its connexions with Great Britain, and to polfels a participation of its commercial intcrefts. 
On the idea, indeed, of a natural and political connexion, the Iiifh had been rather hailhly 
and impoliticaliy treated, fince the reftoration : before that event, they enjoyed every com¬ 
mercial benefit and advantage in common with England. The commerce, import and 
was held equally by both kingdoms till the teign of Charles II. Even the aX of navigation, 
the great foundation of our plantation Jaws, placed England and Ireland upon cxaX terms of 
equality; nor was it till two years after, that the firft commercial reftriXion was laid upon 
Ireland; and that not direXly, but by deduXivc interpretation. When the aX full parted, 
there was a general governing claufb, forgiving bonds to perform the conditions of the act; 
but when the aft was amended, in the fifteenth of Charles 11 . the word Ireland was omitted ; 
from whence a conclufion was drawn, that the afts of the two preceding Parliaments (viz. 
the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth of Charles IT.) were thereby repealed ; though it was 
as dearly exprefied in thofe afts, as it was portable for words to convey, that fhips built in 
Ireland, navigated by the people thereof, were deemed Britilh, and qualified to trade to and 
from the Britilh plantations ; and that fhips built in Ireland and navigated by his Majcfty’s 
fubjefts of Ireland, were entitled to the fame abatements and privileges to which importers and 
exporters of goods in Britilh built fhips were entitled. However, Ireland had been as much 
excluded from trading with the Britilh colonies as France and Spain, or any other foreign 
nation, in the way ofa direft export or import trade, excepting in a few trilling mftances. 

>Some 
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1780 Some of the reftraints refpeCting Ireland, in the reign of Charles II. were fuppofed to have 
originated in a diilike or jealoufy of the growing power of the then Duke of Ormond, who, 
from his great eftate and pofleflions in Ireland, was very naturally fuppofed to have a perfonal 
intereft in the profperity of that kingdom. So far, indeed, was this fpirit carried, whether 
from perfonal enmity to the Duke of Ormond, from narrow prejudices, or blind policy, that 
the Parliament of England palTed a law to prohibit the importation of Irifh lean cattle. 

One objeCt of the propofitions evidently was to reftore to Ireland the wool export and wool¬ 
len manufacture. In 1692, both Houfes of the Englifh Parliament addrefled the crown, re¬ 
commending a kind of compaCt between both kingdoms; the terms of which were, that Eng¬ 
land Ihould enjoy the woollen manufacture exclufively, and Ireland the linen. But, however 
folemnly this compaCt might be obferved by the latter kingdom, the truth was, that England 
carried on the linen manufacture to full as great an extent as Ireland, while the monopoly of 
the woollens remained totally with England, The firft ftep Ireland took in confequence of 
this compaft was, to Jay an export ditty upon wool and woollens of all kinds, equal to a pro¬ 
hibition ; and when that aCt expired, for it was but a temporary one by way of experiment, 
the Britifil Parliament, without confulting that of Ireland, by the tenth and eleventh of 
William III. palled a fitnilar aCt, and made it perpetual. By that aft, and one or two that 
followed, a total end was put to the woollen trade of Ireland. 

Upon an average of fix years, from 1766 to 1772,* the export to Irefcnd was fomewhat more 
than two millions; and, in the fucceeding fix years, ending in 1778, about as much more ; 
one half nearly Bvitifh manufacture or produce ; the other half, certificated articles, of which 
this country was the medium of conveyance. Out of the native produce, which was fome- 
thing more than 900,000b per annum, on the average, only 200,000!. were woollens ; fo that 
in this light, fuppofing every thing that any man could wifh to conclude from the fa£t, i: 
would be very far from found policy, to rifk a million export of native produce for a woollen 
export of 200,000!. Befides, the woollen manufacture of Ireland muft, for a long time, con¬ 
tinue in a fiate of infancy ; and though cloths were manufactured there in a fufficicnt quantity 
to anfwcr a confiderable part of the home confumption, yet it could be hardly expeCted, that 
Ireland would be able to rival Great Britain at the foreign markets, when, after the expence 
of land carriage, freight, infurance and factorage, fhe is able to underfell Ireland in her own 
markets, on the very Ipot, though aided by the advantage of low wages and taxes.. 

As to the linen trade, however profperous it may appear, it was ftill capable of great improve¬ 
ment. In a pamphlet written by that excellent politician Sir William Temple, the idea was 
ftift fuggefted of extending and improving the linen manufacture of Ireland, and^ave rife to 
the compaCt which has juft been mentioned. It was, indeed, an opinion which appeared to 
be entertained by many, that as this compaCt was now to be diflblvcd, and the Irilli were to 
be permitted to enjoy a free export of woollens, the bounties paid on the importation into 
England, of certain fpecics of fabrics of Irilli linens ought to be difeontinued. This, how¬ 
ever, would have been a very impolitic meafure, bccaulc it appears, from the moft accurate 
enquiries, that the Britifh bounties had operated as a great encouragement to the Irifh linen 
manufacture, and as the fum appropriated annually to that purpofe, had never, in the higheft 


year, amounted to much above 13,000!. 

This law, of courfe, put ar» end to the compaCt between England and Ireland, refpeCting 
the woollen and linen manufactures : but, as a more liberal fpirit had manifefted itfclf on both 
fuks of the water, it was natural to expeCt that both kingdoms would be contented. Ireland 

would 
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1780 would never be able to rival England in the fine woollen fabrics; while the Irifh, manufaflur- 
ing their own woo!, would prevent the contraband export of the raw material to France. Be- 
tides,. whatever proves a benefit to Ireland, mull, fooner or later, he of very great advantage 
to Great Britain; and, by the regulations propofed under thefe new laws, the commercial 
connexion between the two kingdoms, would be put upon a more equitable and folid footing. 

Ireland had, alfo, been very injurioufly treated refpefting the glafs manufacture. Prc- 
vious to an-aft of the nineteenth of George 11 . Ireland imported glafs from other countries, 
and, at length, began to make fome progrefs in the lower branches of the manufacture Jier- 
fclf; but, by that aft, the Irifh were prohibited from importing any kind of glafs, other than 
the manufacture of Great Britain ; and it was alfo enafted, that no glafs of die manufacture of 
Ireland Ihould be exported, or fo much as laden on any horfe or carriage, with intent to bs 
jo exported. This aft, indeed, was much complained of in Ireland, and with great reafon. 
It was, therefore, defigned by another ot the propofitions, to take away the ground of this 
complaint; and, thereby, indicate a ready wifh towetnove the molt diftant appearance of op- 
preilion, prejudice, or fclf intereft, arifing from a fpirit of monopoly and commercial ex- 
clufion. 

The third propofition, and which was now carried into a law, of allowing Ireland a free 
trade to the Britifli colonies and plantations in America and the Weft Indies, was, certainly, 
of a very different nature from the t$o former. A trade jprith our colonies, of any kind, or of 
any extent from Ireland, muft certainly be confidered as a matter of favour to that kingdom. 
In no {iteration whatever, could fhe fet up a claim to a commercial intercourfe with the Britilh 
colonies, which had been fettled, cftablilhed and raifed to their prefent ftrength and opulence 
by the blood, treafure and induftry of Great Britain. By every principal of juftice, of the 
law of nations, and the cuftoms of the other powers of Europe who had fettlcmcnts and dif¬ 
tant dependencies, the mother country had an cxclufivc right to trade with, and to forbid ail 
others from having any intercourfe with them. Such an cxclufive right cannot be denied to be 
the very eflence of colonization: for what nation would fpend their blood and treafure in efla- 
bliftiing a colony and protefting it In its infant ftate, if other nations were afterwards to reap 
the advantages which were derived from their labour, hazard and expence? But though Great 
Britain had an undoubted right to reftrain Ireland from trading with her colonies, it certainly 
would be the intereft of the former to admit her filler kingdom to a participation of her colony 
commerce. It is, furely, the intereft and the duty of Great Britain to do every thing inher 
* power which might tend to promote and enlarge the interefts and commerce of Ireland, upon 
the broadeft and moll; extenfive ground : and one of the moft certain means of rendering that 
country ufeful to herfelf and truly valuable to this, was to open new fourccs of commerce to 
her. The admitting Ireland to a participation of our trade with the colonies, was the moft 
wife and prudent means of affording her relief ; and it was that fpecics of relief, which would 
more particularly convince her of the linccrc and affeftionate defire of Great Britain to render 
her rich, profperous and happy. But as Ireland had now received an equal lhare in the colony 
trade, an equality of taxes and duties upon the export and import was naturally included.— 
This was the moft equitable ground on which the benefits and advantages now propofed to be 
given to the Irifh nation, could be either granted or expefted ; and to the Irifh Parliament it 
•was left to lay on thofe taxes and duties, which would bring the Englilh and lrilh commodi¬ 
ties to market upon equal terms. 

Fee 
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i*/So For Tome years paft there had been a very fpirited oppofition to the njeafurcs of government 

in Parliament; but it bad not hitherto been much fuppoitcd by the people without doors. 
Great dilcontents, however, appeared at prefent throughout the nation; the enormous 
pcnccs of the American war, and the burthens it occafioncd, ieemed to have awakened the 
people from their accuftomed confidence in government. The moil impartial men, and 1'ucli 
as had not the leaft prejudice againft the*minitiers, could not but perceive, that there liad been 
a very great and indefcnfible profufion of the public money ; and, at a time, when the people 
were loaded with taxes, and when the commerce of the nation w.rs conliderably diminiihed. 
This fubjeft, therefore, began now to awaken the attention beth of the inhabitants of the 
metropolis and of different counties iii the kingdom. In a mcetin.' of the common council 
of London, held at Guildhall, on,the 16th of December in the lull year, the thanks of the 
corporation were voted to tliofe Peers, who fupported a motion in the Houfc of Lords for 
promoting national (Economy, and a reduction of the civil lift. 

On the 30th of December following, there was a very numerous and refpeflablc meeting of 
the freeholders of the county of York, who were called together for the purpofc of preparing a 
petition to the Houle of Commons, for fomc reformation in the public expenditure. The 
ficcholdcrs, who were affcmblcd on the occasion, confided of gentlemen of the largcft property 
. in that opulent county, and fcveral of the nobility, and many members of Parliament wetc 
prefent. They appeared to be almoft unanimously of opinion, that it was mdifpcnlablv nc- 
ctflary the people Ihould exert themfelves, in order to promote a plan of national oecononv, 
and to procure fome alleviation of the public burthens. They, therefore, agreed to a petition 
to the lioufc of Commons on that fubjcfl, in which they declared, that, being alarmed at the 
diminifhed refourc.es and growing burthens of this country, and convinced that rigid frugality 
was indifpcnfably ncceflary in every department of the ftatc, they obferved, with grief, rlut 
notwithftanding the impoverifhed condition of the nation, much public money had been im- 
providently fquandcred, and that many individuals enjoyed finccurc places, efficient places 
with exorbitant emoluments and petitions, unmerited by public fcrviccs, &c. from witcnce the 
crown had acquired a great and unconftitutional influence, which, if not checked, might 
prove very injurious to the liberties of this country: they further reprefented, tint, until 
effeftua! men Cures were taken to redrefs thefe opprelTive grievances, the grant of any additional 
fum of public money, beyond the produce of the prefent taxes, would be injurious to the rights 
and property of the people, and derogatory from the honour of Parliament; and they carncftly 
requefted the Houfc, that, before any new burthens were laid upon this country, effectual 
meafures might be taken by that Iloule to inquire into and con eft the gtofs abufes in the ex¬ 
penditure of the public money ; to reduce all cxoibitant emoluments; to refeind and ahohm 
all linecure places and unmciited penfions; and to appropriate the ptoduce to the nccciTiro: 
the Hate in fuch manner, as to the wildom of Parliament lhoulJ item meet. B; holes tire peti¬ 
tion to the Houle of Commons, it was alfo refoived at this meeting ol toe 1 otkftmr i-c. - 
holders, that a committee of fixty-onc gentlemen fhould !>c appointed, to carry on the n 
fary corrcfpondencc for effcftuallv promoting the objefl of the petition, and to prepare p,,.n 
of an aflociation, on legal nad conftitutional grounds, to fupport that laudable tefoun, wlneu 
was lb cflentially neceffary to the welfare of the kingdom. 

The example of the county of York was followed by other counties and corporations. On 
the 7th of January, the county ol MidJ'.eiex met, and framed a petition of a timilar natuie to 
that of winch tve have already given the purport. 1 hole counties were quickly followed by 
Yol. IV. o 0 thole 
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*780 thofe of Hertford, Suflex, Huntingdon, Surry, Cumberland, Bedford, EfTex, Somerfet, Gloa- 
cefter, Wilts, Dorlet, Devon, Norfolk, Berks, Bucks,*Nottingham, Kent, Northumberland, 
Suffolk, Hereford, Cambridge and Derby : the Wellh counties of Denbigh, Flint and Breck¬ 
nock, likewife petitioned, as did the cities of London, Weftminfter, York, Briflol, Glocefler 
and Hereford, with the towns of Nottingham, Reading, Cambridge, Bridgewater and Nevv- 
caftlc upon Tyne. The county of Northampton* declined petitioning, but voted refolutions 
and inftruCtions to their reprefentatives, upon the fame ground, and including the purport of 
the petitions as a previous mcafure. - 

It muft not, indeed, be fuppofed, that in alltliefe counties and towns, the fpirit was alike, 
or that the fame unanimity prevailed. But there were few, in which any direCt or fucccfsful 
oppofition was made to the meafure; fo that it might be confidered as agreeing, in general, 
with the fenl'e of thofe places. 

In the month of March there were feveral meetings in London of deputies from the com¬ 
mittees of moft of the petitioning counties, as feme of them petitioned without appointing 
committees, when a memorial was prepared and publifhed containing rcal'ons for a plan of na¬ 
tional affectation, to recommend which circular letters were difperfed throughout the king¬ 
dom. Thefe deputies alfo came to feveral refolutions, relative to the ileps which fhould be 
taken by the people in order to free ^he Parliament from corruption, and to procure a red refs 
of the national grievances. One of thefe was, that there fhould be fent to the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, in addition to_ the prefent reprefentatives of counties, a number of members, not lei'.: 
than one hundred, to be chofcn, in due proportion, by the feveral counties of the kingdom 
of Great Britain; and that the people fhould fupport thofe candidates only, at the enfuing 
general election, who fhould engage to vote for this and other reforming regulations. Thefe 
exertions of the people feemed, at firft, to pronrife feme important cffeCts ; but they were, in 
a great degree, prevented, and the attempts of thefe popular meetings and affectations vciy 
much obftrufted, by the feveral important events which followed. 

It is undoubtedly the inherent privilege of the people of England, to petition either Houfe 
of Parliament, or any branch of the legifiature. The petitions which we have juft mentioned, 
(and which being a prominent feature of the year which is now under our consideration, we 
could not but mention) proceeded from a moft rcfpe&able body of the people, from upward ; 
of an hundred thoufand electors of this kingdom ; and fo far as they were confined to the re;, I 
objcCts of redrefs, not only defer ved alleviation, but every poflible attention in the mode of 
adminiftcring it. At the fame time, the committees and affectations which fprung from, and 
indeed accompanied many of them, will not, by any means, meet with our approbation. If 
they were not illegal, they were extremely improper, and might have terminated in conf ¬ 
luences which every good man, upon cool reflection, would wifh to avoid. They appear to 
have had alfo this evil tendency, that they took off from the weight of rite potitions in that 
Ifoufe ; becaufe they pointed to other mcafurcs of redrefs, while they were feeking it at the 
hands of their reprefentatives aflerablcd in Parliament; thereby holding out motives ofcom- 
pulfion, and rendering that an a£t of ncceflity, which ought to be the effeCt of confederation 
and conviftion. 

As the French, in the courfc of the preceding year, had made ritemfelves mafters of the 
iflands of St. Vincents and Grenada, and had, at this time, a very powerful fleet in the Writ 
Indies, the merchants, planters, and other perfons poflefled of property in the Well India 
Iflands, were naturally alarmed, more particularly, as the important Aland of Jamaica was 
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1780 apprehended to be in the greateft danger,. Accordingly a petition was printed on tlse 10th of 
February, to the Houfe of Commons from the planters, merchants, and other pvrl'ons' in- 
terefted in that ifland ; and, on the 21II of the lauie mouth, a fimilar petition was prdented to 
the Houfe of Lords. 

In confidering thefe petitions, &c. it was afierted, after an animated reprefentation of the 
commercial importance of that ifland to Great Britain, and the patriotic attachment of its in¬ 
habitants to the mother country, that Jamaica had been ncgledted for lcveral years, both in 
r el peel of its internal fafety and external proteflion and defence; that in the year 1773, which 
was previous to the breaking out of the American troubles, a petition bad been prefen ted to 
government, Haling, that the cultivation and commerce of that ifland had been greatly im¬ 
proved and increaicd within the preceding thirty or thirty-five years; that the number of 
blacks had been proportionabiy indreafed, and that the white inhabitants had been great!v on 
the decreafc ; that in confcqucnce of fuch a decreafe of the white inhabitants, and an incrcafc 
of Haves, the internal fafety of the ifland required a larger military force than they then had: 
and that they were well founded in this opinion, appeared from an infurredtion among the 
blacks, which had been lately quelled, but which they had reafon to fear might break out 
a fie fh : that the whole military force on the ifland, conlifled of but two battalions of 300 men 
each , whilit the French and Spaniards had 10,000 regular troops at St. Domingo and 11 i! pa¬ 
ns o 1 a ; and that it was the opinion of the inhabitants of Jamaica, that two battalions or regi¬ 
ments of i,ood men each, at lead, was the fmailcft force that would be fufficicnt to protedt the 
ifland from infurredtions within, or attacks from without. Of this application, however., fo 
itrongly fupported by the real fute of the ifland, no notice appeared to have been taken !>v go¬ 
vernment : on the contrary, two years after, inflead of augmenting the defence of the ifland, 
rlie governor received an order to lend one of the two battalions which were in Jamaica, to 
aflift in carrying on the American war. The few troops which had been afterwards lent, were 
certainly very infuflicierit for the defence of the ifland, while the naval force given to protect 
it was proportionabiy inadequate. A letter from General Dailing, the governor, continued 
the truth of this icprefentation, wherein he did not hefltate to declare his dread of a viiii from 
the Count D’Eflaing, and to acknowledge, that if he was not flrongly reinforced, he defpaircd 
of being able to make an cfledtual rdiflance. It was faid, on the part of government, that 
troops, lhips and military Itores of all kinds had been font, from time to time, to Jamaica; 
and that Lord Cornwallis, with a land force of 4,000 men, had been embarked at New Yoik 
for that ifland, accompanied by four men of war of the line, but that he received counter- 
orders, when it was known that D'Ellaing was gone to attack Savannah. This was un h. not¬ 
edly true ; but there is too much reafon to believe, that had not Count 1 VKliaing’j een 

extremely affiidlcd with fickucfs, he would have been in poileilioit of Jamaica be foie Eon! 
Cornwallis could have arrived to defend it. In fliort, floni tlie p.n jamentaiy d;icu/lion of 
ibefe petitions it appeared, that the ifland in queftion had been neglected; but that, never thc- 
lefs, the minifiry had paid every attention to its preservation in their power, confident wish 
the unfortunate, but predominant plan of profecuting the American war. It ihould, indeed, 
be mentioned, that a protcfl againft the Jamaica petition had been founed by lcveral Welt 
India nicichants ; but they were generally confidcred, at the time, as pedb.os who felt it to be 
their intcreft to forward the views of, and to Hand well with govcrr.mv'nt. 

Though we cannot, by auy means, enter at large iuro die fubjedt, it would be highly im- 
pioper to pal’s over the plan of Mr, Edmund Burke, which he, at this time, oftcicd to J j ;m iia• 
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17S0 ment, for a reform in the conftitution of fcvcral parts of the public oeconomy. This plan he 
communicated to the Houfe in a fpeech ©f great length, -replete with information, and cm bel¬ 
li; he<J with all the beauties of eloquence. That gentleman, when he conceived the defign of 
l'ubmiiting to the Houle of Commons fome plan of reform, found it eflcntially ncceftary to 
take a very comprehenftvc view of the ftatc of this country, to make a furveV of its jurifdic- 
tions, its eftates, and its cflablifhments, and in order to guide him in his propofed plan of re¬ 
form, he laid down the feven following fundamental rules. 

bird. That all juril'diflions which furnilh more matter of expence, more temptation to op- 
prdfton, or more means and inflruments of corrupt influence than advantage to juftice or poii. 
tical adminiftration, ought to be abolifhed. 

Secondly, That all public eftates which arc more fubfervient to the purpofes of vexing, 
and influencing thole who hold under them, and to' the expences of receipt and management, 
than of benefit to the revenue, ought upon every principle, both of revenue and of freedom, to 
be dilpofcd of. 

Thirdly, That all offices which bring more charge than proportional advantage to the ftatc, 
and all offices which may be engrafted on others, uniting and Amplifying their duties, ought, 
in the firft cafe, to be taken away, and in the fecond, to be confolidated. 

Fourthly, That ail.fuch offices ought to be abolilhed as obftruft the profpeft: of the general 
fuperintendant of finance; which deftroy his fuperintendartcy; which difable him from fore- 
feeing and providing for charges as they may occur; from preventing expence in its origin, 
checking it in its progrefs, or lecuringits application to its proper purpofes. 

Fifthly, That it is proper to eftablilh an invariable order in all payments, which will pre¬ 
vent partiality, which will give preference to their lervices, not according to the importunity 
of the demandant, hut the rank, and order of their utility or their juftice. 

Sixthly, That it is right to reduce every eftabliflnnent, and every part of an eftablilhmcnf, 
as nearly as pofliblc to certainty ; fhc life of all order and good management. 

Seventhly, That all fubordinate treafuries, as the nurfcrics of mifmanagement, and as na¬ 
turally drawing to themfelvcs as much money as they can, keeping it as long as they can, and 
accounting for it as late as they can, ought to be dilTolved; they having a tendency to perplex 
and diftraft the public accounts, and to excite a fufpicion of government, even beyond the ex¬ 
tent of their ahufe. 

Such were the principles under whofe guidance and authority this plan was to proceed; but 
fo various was its objefts, and fo unfucccftful was it in its progrefs, that we lhall confine our- 
fdves to the only point of confcqucnce obtained by it, which.was the abolition of the Board of 
Trade and Plantations. The arguments ufed on the occafion were, in general, unanfwcrable, 
and proved effectual to the purpofe. 

It was afierteJ, that the Board of Trade and Plantations had not only never been of the lea ft 
fcrvice to the commerce of this country, but that trade and manufactures had, at times, fuf- 
ferccl very materially from their injudicious interference. Indeed, it does not appear that this 
board had been of any ufe to the colonies, as colonics. The flourifhing fettlcmcnts of New 
England, of Virginia and of Maryland, as well as all our wealthy coionics in the Weft Indies, 
■were of a date prior to the firft board of Charles the Second. Penufylvania and Carolina were 
fettled in the interval between the extinction of the firft, and the formation of the fecond Board 
of Trade and Plantations in the reign of William the Third. Two colonics alone owed their 
origin to that board; Georgia and Nova Scotia. Georgia, till lately, had made a very flow 
. progrefs; 
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1780 progrefs; and never made any progrcfs at all, till it had wholly got rid of all the regulations 
which the ‘Board of Trade had moulded into its original confutation. That colony had cer¬ 
tainly coft tire nation very large furns of money ; whereas, the colonies which had never been 
foftered by tbt Board of Trade, had never coft the nation a Ihiliing: nay, the colony of 
Georgia, to the very laft, poflefTed an cftablifbmcnt paid by England, as it never had been 
able to take upon itfelf the expcnce of its proper government. The province of Nova Scotia 
alio, had ftood Great Britain in no lefs than yoo.oool. without being able to fupport tliofe 
offices which conflitutcd its civil government. Nor did the Board of Trade, &c. appear to be 
confidcred as poflefling the wifdom and authority of commercial erudition : for, when points 
of the greateft importance to commerce were agitated in Parliament, no particular requeft was 
ever made to this board to affift the deliberations; nor did any of the regulations in matters re¬ 
lating to trade and commerce, which, for fome years pad, had been ib numerous, derive their 
01 igin or tlieir improvement from it. Of the feveral Eaft India bills which had been fucccf- 
fivcly produced Cnee 1767, not one of them had originated there: when the adh were framed 
which were preludes to the American war, or attendant on its commencement, afts replete 
with commercial regulations, (viz. the lntercourfe Bill; the Prohibitory Bill; the Fiihery 
Bill;) in none of thefe was the Board of Trade confulted. Even when the adts were framed 
which gave a free trade to Ireland with independent nations, and an equal trade to our owr» 
colonies, wc do not find that this board had any official concern whatever. Upon the ftrengtli 
of fuch arguments as thefe, aided by the very forcible iuggeftions that it was kept up for the 
purpofeof increafing certain undue influence, the Board of Trade and Plantations was abolilh- 
ed on a divilion of the Houfe, when the numbers were, 207 for, and 199 againft, that 
mcafurc. 

On the 13th of March, Lord North moved for leave to bring in a bill to appoint and enable 
commiffioners to take, ftarc, and make up the public accounts; to afeertain what balances 
were in the hands of public officers ; to difeover what defedls exifted in tire inode of making 
up the accounts at the Exchequer ; am! to report to the Houle what they lltould deem the belt 
method of removing them. This bill was directed to three different objedls: the firft was m 
inform that Houfe and the public of the real fiate of the accounts of the kingdom, that the 
nation might fie in what manner the great lums which were granted by Parliament had been 
difpofed of. The fecund was, by ascertaining the outflancling balances, to enable government 
to compel payment; and the laft, by difeovering the defedts, to prevent fuch incouvenieucies 
in time to come. The petfons appointed to fill the commiftion were, not to be members of the 
Houle of Commons, nor to enjoy any place of profit or emolument under the crown. Tin.-, 
bill palled into a law, but not without confiderable oppofition, not only as to us general prin¬ 
ciple, hut alfo to its particular arrangements. A parliamentary committee of accounts was by 
many thought to be much preferable t6 the mode propofiJ. That has, however, anhvcrcJ 
the expeditions of thofe who fupported it, and from the very able manner in which it has been 
cairied inro cffedl by the gentlemen appointed to the commiftion, it has aftotded umvcit.il fa- 
tisfadhon to the nation. 

A bill for cx. hiding contradlors, under certain reftrnftions, from fitting in the Houfe of 
Commons, had met with confiderable oppofition, and was at length rcjcdlcd, the preceding 
feffion in that Iloufe; but, in the prefent fclfions it patted in the Houfe of Commons, nn,. 
was, of couffe, carried up to the Houfe of Lords. 1 here, however, it met with a very d:fic: 
cut fate. It was there contended, that the piinciple of the bill was erroneous, becaufe it went 

to 
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1780 to. disfranchize a moft; refpeftable body of men, and deprive them of the moft valuable object 
of ambition, that of reprefenting their fellow citizens'in the Parliament of a free country, 
without any charge being produced againft them of guilt or criminality. That government 
could not with, according to any principle of juftice, to exclude, merchants of great property 
merely becaufe they happened to be engaged, fairly and lionefily, in contrafts with govern¬ 
ment, and unlcfs proofs were brought to the contrary, no one has a right to fuppofe that fuch 
contrafts were otberwife than fair and beneficial; and fhould they be proved, at any time, to 
be founded in fraud and imposition, the laws had already provided proper punifhment for 
public as well as private delinquency. That it would deter ail reputable merchants, &c, from 
fupplying our fleets and armies, upon any terms, with thofe neceffaries, which it would fre¬ 
quently happen that no others could furnifh ; and that it would throw fuch an.important bufi- 
mefs entirely into the hands of men, who either Wanted means and ability to fulfil their con- 
trafts, or inclination and honefty to fulfil them properly. In fhort, that it was formed either 
to banifh the mercantile interefl from the Houfe of Commons, or to place the cxiftencc of our 
fleets and armies in the hands of beggars and bankrupts. Upon thefc and fi.milar arguments 
The bill was finally rejefted. 

On the 21ft of March’, Lord North moved, That notice be given, that the capital ftock or 
debt of 4,ico,cool, and all arrears of annuity due and payable in refpeft thereof from the 
public to the United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, fhould be paid on the 
fifth of April, 1783, agreeably to the power of redemption in the aft. His lordlhip obferved, 
that he had, for fome time part, expefted, that he fhould have received prepofals from the 
Eaft India Company for a renewal of their charter; but as none had come, he thought it his 
duty to inform the Houfe, that in conformity to certain ftipulations, in various afts of Par¬ 
liament, the Eaft India Company’s charter would have three years to coipc, from the 25th of 
March enfuing; but as the ftile had been altered fince the bargain was originally made, the 
new ftile changed the day, and carried it forward to the 5th of April; from which day, there¬ 
fore, the company had three years right to an exclufive trade to the Eaft Indies, but no more, 
provided the Parliament gave notice to pay them off the 4,200,000!. which was due to them 
from the public on or after that day. Lord North acknowledged, that he had feen certain 
propofitions, which he had thought might have been the bafts of a treaty for a new charter; 
but, on the direftors referring them to a general com, they had been rejefted by a majotity 
of the proprietors, and other propofitions had been framed and fctit to him, which he thought 
were by no means fufficientiy advantageous, nor fuch as, in his opinion, the public ought to 
accede to. He ftated the right of the public either to the whole of the territorial acquifitions 
and revenues; or, if the company were allowed to hold the exclufive trade longer, to a parti¬ 
cipation of the profits: and remarked, that as, the company had not offered him fuch propofi¬ 
tions, as appeared fit for him to treat upon, it was his duty to ftate the matter to the Houle, 
and to make the motion that he now did; and which, after fome debate, was at length 
carried. 

, This motion docs not appear, as it was fuggefted by fome who oppofed it, to have been in¬ 
tended as a menace; but merely to put in a claim, , on behalf of the public, to the reversion of 
a'right which undoubtedly belonged to them, at the very moment when it was efpecialiy proper 
that it fhould be formally made. It fhould be confidcred, if notice had not been properly given 
at this time, the company would have had a right to hold in their pofleflion that, which ought, 
in three years, to revert to the public, longer than they ought to hold it, and longer than it 
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1780 was intended they fhould hold it, unlefs their charter were renewed. It certainly could not 
be the detire of government to break with the company, or to force them to the necoffity of a 
diffolution ; but, at the fame time, the company could not imagine that the public lay at their 
mercy. The public had an undoubted right to expeS great rei'ources from the company, and 
from the tcrritoi ial acquifitions in India: if the company, therefore, lhould have been fo in- 
conliderate as not to come to a fair bargain with the public, fame plan mufl have been adopted 
by government, to remedy the evil threatened to the revenue. 

From the different debates which took place at the India Houfe, refpefting the proportions 
that had paft between the Court of Direftors and the Trcafury Board, relative to the renewal 
of the charter, the following appeared to be the fituation of the company.. The hock was 
valued at 3,200,000!.; bonds and other debts, 1,800,000!.; total, 5,000,000!. Their propei ty 
in India was Hated to exceed 13,000,000!.; the government debt, 4,200,000!. and their effefls 
in England would, it was fuppofed, make up at leaf! 20,000,000k So that if the company 
had broke up at the approaching term of the charter, the probability of which had been hinted 
at by the minifter himfelf, the proprietors would have divided 400k ilerling, at leaf!, for icol. 
Hock, after paying the bond and other creditors, bolides the deduftion of their capital. 

Among the many important matters which were propofed and agitated during the courfe of 
this bufy and aftive feffion of Parliament, an attempt was made, by General Conwav, to for¬ 
ward a reconciliation between Great Britain and America by other means than the fwoid. For 
this purpofe, that gentleman, on.the 5th of May, made a jnotion for leave to bring in a bill, 
for quieting the troubles then reigning in the Britiih American colonies, and for enabling l:is 
Majefty to appoint commiffioners, with full powers to treat, and conclude upon terms of con¬ 
ciliation with the faid colonies. The purport of this bill was to hold out terms which the A- 
mericans at large, or any particular province might accept when they would, and be immedi¬ 
ately in his Majefty’s peace. But, as it was oppofed by the friends of adminiflration, as in¬ 
adequate to the objeft, and hot fupported by the gentlemen on the other fide with any great 
degree of zeal or animation, it was rejefted by a confiderable majority. 

The-iirfi. abilities and mod powerful eloquence of this country had been employed in Par¬ 
liament, to obtain a reformation of the public expenditure, and a diminution of the influence 
of the crown, and fome leading points had been gained in both. Thefe efforts in the fenate 
bad received confiderable countenance and fuppnrt from the county meetings and affociations. 
But any beneficial effefts which might have been expefted from fuch exertions of fome of the 
ableft men in the kingdom, were, in a great degree, prevented by meetings of another kind, 
which occafioned very unexpeflcd events, and chiefly took their rife from fome of the wcakeft 
and nioft unenlightened men the nation could produce. We refer to the Proteflant Aflbcia- 
tion, to the tumultuous meetings which originated from ir, and to riots and conflagrations 
that took place in the metropolis, and threw a damp upon ail aflbeiations, even for the molt 
conflitutional purpofes ; excepting thofe only of a military kind, which were afterwards form¬ 
ed for the public defence. , , 

In 1778, an aft was palled, “ For relieving his Majefty’s Subjcfts, profefling the Romifh 
Religion, from certain Penalties and Difabilities impofed upon them in the eleventh and 
twelfth Years of the Reign of King William III.” This act palled unanimoufly; it being the 
genera! opinion of liberal minded men of all parties, that the laws againft the Papifts were 
abundantly too rigorous; and that in an enlightened age, .in which the principles of toleration 
lo much prevailed, they were a diJgracc to our flatute books. Not did the aft at Ijtfl appear 

to 
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i 7 3 o to excite any great alarm among perfons of any clafs. But though the aft was far enough from 
granting a legal toleration to the Papifts, ami only relieved them from lome particular penal¬ 
ties, as they now thought the government inclined to be more indulgent to them than former¬ 
ly, they began to take fomewhat greater liberties than they had hitherto done in the public ex- 
crcifc of their religion. Hence it was, that, by degrees, a number of perfons in Loudon, and 
fome other parts of the kihgdom, began to exprSfs great apprehenfions of Popery, and to ex¬ 
claim againft the late aft, by which they thought it was countenanced and fupported. Meet¬ 
ings ofthefe zealous perfons were held from time to time in London : they formed thcmfelves 
into a body under the title of the Proteftant Aflbciation ; and Lord George Gordon, whofe 
coriduft had been, for fome time, mavked with a fanatic peculiarity, was elefted to be their 
president. The objeft of this Aflbciation was to obtain a repeal of the late a£t in favour of 
the Papifts. The members of it were, indeed, chiefly diftinguilhed by zeal, by bigotry and 
by ignorance; they were, principally, Methodifls and bigotted Calvinills of the lower ranks 
of life; and no perfons of liberal fentiments, of any party, appeared to have any connexion with 
them. They became, however, very numerous; a 'petition to Parliament was framed, for a 
repeal of the late aft, the utmoft pains were employed to procure fubferiptions to it, and it was 
rcfolved, that it fhould be attended by great numbers of the petitioners in perfem, who were 
accordingly invited, by a public advertifement, figned by Lord George Gordon, to meet in 
St. George’s Fields, on the fecond day of June, for that pvrrpofe. Accordingly, on that day, 
50,000 perfons are fuppofed to have afllmbled, from whence they proceeded, witli much regu¬ 
larity and order, to the Houfc of Commons, where their petition was prefented by their pre¬ 
sident. Bnt no fooner were they arrived at the place of their deftination, and had filled up all 
the ftreets and avenues to both Houfes of Parliament, than they began to cxcrcife the authority 
derived from their numbers, by treating the members, efpetially of the Houfe of Lords, with 
great indignity; fome of them narrowly efcaptng with their lives. In the mean time, the 
author and leader of this fedition, having obtained leave, in the Houfe of Commons, to bring 
up the petition, afterwards moved for its being taken into immediate confideration. This mo¬ 
tion occafioned a debate; but, notwithftandirig the dangers which menaced them, the Com¬ 
mons continued immoveable in their determination to oppofe the petition. Of 200 members, 
then prefent in the Houfe, fix only voted for it; the reft, with a fpirit that reflefted the biglieft 
honour both on their individual and public charafter, refilled it with the difdain it fo highly 
merited. 

In the mean time the mob, on the arrival of the guards, who had been fent for on the oc- 
■cafion, had difperfed itfelf into various parts of the town. Among other outrages, they de- 
molilhed two Romilh chapels belonging to foreign minifters, and openly yented the molt ter¬ 
rible menaces againft all people of that perfuafion. 

For feveral fucceeding days the metropolis feemed to be at the mercy of lawlefs hands of 
rioters, and exhibited a fpeftacle of calamity and horror, that has no parallel amon| lhe modern 
effefts of civil commotion. It is faid, that fires were fecn blazing in thirty-fitf Afferent parts 
from one fpot. The great gaol of Newgate,, the prifons of the King's Bench and the Fleet, 
the New Bridewell in St. George’s Fields, a very large diftillery in Holborn, with many pri¬ 
vate houfes, all being in a ftato of conflagration, prefented Ipeftacles of the moll fhocking 
nature. The Bank itfelf, that grand fupport of public credit and national commerce, was alfo 
attacked at two different periods, and fortunately for this country, was fo well guarded as to 
be attacked in rain. An uriiverfal panic feemed to have fcized the inhabitants, all bufinefs 
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1780 was fufpended, and they fubmitted to the outrages committed on their property and them- 
felves, as to a victorious army. At length, large bodies of troops arrived from different parts 
of the country, and, by applying the neceffary vigour of the military arm, a flop was put to 
the progrefs of the rioters ; and, on the afternoon of the eighth of June, people began to re- 
» cover a little from their conflernation. On this day the Houfe of Commons met; but al¬ 
though the rioters were quelled, it was» immediately noticed that the city of Wcflminftcr was 
under martial law, and they accordingly adjourned to the nineteenth. 

It would certainly be very unjoft to impute to the P rot eft ant Alfociation the whole of the 
mifehief that enfued, or to fuppofe that they forefaw the calamities to which they gave ocGa¬ 
llon. But though this be admitted, it is evident that it was their wretched bigotry to which 
thefe unhappy fcencs owed their origin ; and that the members of that alfociation manifefted a 
1'pirit tire very reverie of real and enlightened Protcilants, and difgraceful to tire national cha- 
radter. Such an exhibition of bigotry in England was alfo the more dillionourabic, bccaufe 
the prefent age is much enlightened on the fubjedl of toleration ; and even Papifls acknow¬ 
ledge the pernicious tendency of intolerance, and manifeft a more liberal fpirit in various parts 
of Europe. Sonic, indeed, have fuppofed that thefe diforders were the rcfult of a premeditated 
tlcfign, and were conduced by men of refolution, who adlcd in concert; and who, though 
under concealment, dirc&cd all the motions of the populace. Others fulpefted that the emif- 
faries of France were trot idle during thefe commotions, and would not fail to promote all the 
mifehief of which they were capable. In fliort, whatever foundations there might be for fui- 
picions or furmifes of this or anv other kind, there is fcarce a doubt if thefe horrid fccnes had 
lafted a few days longer, that all the glory and power of this country would have been confu- 
med in the flames of London, and that law, commerce, and religion would have been buried 
under the ruins of our metropolis. 

As toon as this violent and uncxpefled commotion began to fublide, it was thought proper 
to fecure Lord George Gordon,—He was arrefted, and committed clol’c prifoner to the Tower, 
alter having undergone a long examination before the principal lords ol the council. 

On the 19th of June, the Parliament was opened, after this contpulfory reed’s, by a j’pccch 
fiom the throne, in which notice svas taken that the outiages committed by hands of uefpeiate 
and abandoned men, had fo overborne all civil authority, and threatened fo diieflly the iub- 
verfion'of ail legal power, the ddlrmftion of all property, and the confufion of every order in 
the ftate, that his Majcfly found himfelf obliged, by every tic of duty and affcftion to his 
people, to fupprefs, in every part, thole rebellious infurrc£lions, and to provide tor the public 
iafety, by the moll effectual and immediate application of the force entrufted to him by Par¬ 
liament.— His Majcfly alio added, that proper orders had been given for bringing the authois, 
abettors, and perpetrators of fuel) infur red ions, and of fitch criminal acts, to (peedy trial, and 
to fucli condign punilhment as the laws, prclcribod, and the vindication ot public juft ice de¬ 
manded, &c. The fpeech was generally approved on all flues, and the cuflomatv addreftes 
carried without any opposition. Some animadverflon, however, palled in both Houles upon 
tlic conduit of adminiftration, with refpedl to the late difturbances: the i\iifchicls that had 
happened, and all the unhappy confequences that might cniue, being directly charged to their 
ncglc’dt, in not calling forth the civil power in time ; and to their delay, in not employing the 
military till it was too late. But the fervices were fo numerous, and the applications fo con¬ 
tinual, and from fucli various quarters, for protection or affiftance, that the troops at hand 
Vol. IV. Pi. do 



298 AN HISTORICAL AMD CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
a. n. 

j 780 do nor appear to have been in any degree fufficient to anfwer the demands, until the arrival of 
the regulars and militia from the country. 

The following day brought on, in a committee of the whole Houfe, the confideration of 
the lcveral petitions praying for a repeal of the late bill, which had been made the occalton of 
io much mifehief: but no repeal waapropofed upon thofe petitions ; as the confequenccs ap¬ 
prehended from the bill were confidered as merely viftonary. The queftion was, however, 
very folcmniy debated ; and the fu ll fpeakers of both parties in the Houle of Commons, greatly 
dHlinguilhed themfelvcs in fupporting not only the bill itfelf, but a much broader fyftem of 
toleration than that which fupported it. 

In order, however, to quiet the minds, and to remove the .apprehenflons of fuch well- 
meaning, but ill-informed perfons, as might be among the petitioners, rel’olutions to the fol¬ 
lowing purport were moved for By Lord Beauchamp,' agreed to by the committee, and con¬ 
firmed by the whole Houfe “ That the effeft and operation of the aft palled in the 18th of 
his prefent Majefly, for relieving his fubjc&s profiling the Popilh religion from certain penal¬ 
ties aud reilriflions impofed on them by an aft of the util and 12th of William the Third, 
have been mifreprefented and rnifundcrftood.—That the faid aft of the 18th of his pre¬ 
fent Majelty, does not repeal or alter, or in any manner invalidate the feveral ftatutes made to 
prohibit the exercife of the Popilh religion, previous to the llatute of the lath and 12th of 
King William III.—That no ecclefiaftical or Ipiritual jurifdiftion or authority is given, by 
the faid aft, to the Pope or the See of Rome.—That this Houfe does, and ever will, watch 
over the intcrefts of the Proteftant religion with the molt unremitted attention ; and that all 
attempts to feduce the youth of this kingdom from the eltablilhed church to Popery, arc highly 
criminal, according to the laws in force, and are a proper fubje& of further regulation:— 
And that all endeavours to difquict the minds of the people, by mifreprefenting the faid afl o f 
the iSth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, as inconfiftent with the fafety, or irrccon- 
cilcable to the principles of the Proteftant religion, have a manifeft tendency to difturb the 
public peace," to break the union neceflary at this time, to bring dilhonour on the national 
charafter, to difcrcHit the Proteftant religion in the eyes of other nations, and to furnilh oc- 
cafion for the renewal of the perfecution of the Proteftant brethren in other countries.” 

On the 28th of June, a bill, brought in by Sir George Saville, for preventing perfons pro- 
• felling the Romifh religion from teaching or educating the children of Proteftants, was puffed 
the Houfe of Commons : but the Houfe of Lords, influenced by a laudable fpiritof toleration, 
and at the fame time confidcritjg the bill as carrying the appearance of being forced upon them 
by outrage and menace, thought proper to reject it. 

On the 8th of July, his Majefty preceded the prorogation of Parliament with a fpeech from 
the throne, the ftrength of which feems to be thrown into the concluding paragraph ; in which 
both Lords and Commons were Carneftly called .upon to affift his Majefty, by their influence 
apd authority in their feveral counties, as they had already by their unanimous fupport in 
Parliament, in guarding the peace of the kingdom from future difturbances, and watching over 
the prefervtguon of the public fafetv^iM/inakc the people fcnlible of the hnppincfs they enjoy, 
and the diftinguifhed advantagcrfTney derive from our excellent conftitution in church and 
ftate; to warn them of the hazard of innovation ; to point out to them the fatal confequences 
of fuch commotions as had lately been excited ; and to imprefs on their minds this important 
truth—That rebellious infurre&ions, to refift or reform the laws, muft either end in the def- 
truttion of the per Ton who makes the attempt, 0/ in the fnbverfion of our free and happy con¬ 
ftitution. 
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1780 ftitution.—This may alfo be conficicred as concluding the political exiilcnce of that Parliament, 
which was difihlved on the ill of the September following. 

Though no great probability had hitherto appeared of a reduftion of the Britifh colonics in 
America, yet the preceding campaign had teirainated with'great difadvantage on the fide of the 
Americans. The maritime force of the New England provinces had been alatoft wholly dc- 
flroyed at Ponobfcot; and they had faffered a great and mortifying defeat at Savannah: the 
projefts formed by D’Eftaing had been fruftrated in tlic completed manner. He had been 
compelled to retire with a fhattered fleet and a broken army. Unable to profccutc any further 
operations, he was now returned to France, and the.Colonies were again left to tlieir foie ex¬ 
ertions, with little profpeS of receiving any afftftance from their French allies, in fuflicient 
time to obviate cftcftually the attempts that might be made in confequencc of the fupeiiority 
now obtained by the Britifh forces. 

If the French admiral had fucceeded in Georgia, the fiege of New York would certainly 
have been undertaken, according to a plan concerted between him and General Wafhington ; 
and the apprehenfion of fuch an event had obliged the Britifh commanders at New Yoik to 
make every neceffary preparation for a vigorous defence. But Count D’Eftaing having failed 
in his preliminary operations, and confiderable bodies of troops which had joined the Ame¬ 
rican army, in full confidence of putting an end to the war by a dcciiive blow, having re¬ 
turned home in a ftatc of great difeontent, it wayrefolved to carry the Britifh arms fouth ward, 
where the diftan'ce from the centre of the enemies flrength opened a fair profpeft of fucccfs, 
and Where an imprdfion upon them would be more feverely felt than in any other quarter, 
from the greater value of the countries wlii'ch were the obje&s of redu&ion, m point of 
wealth, commercial produce, and importance. 

The pofTeflion of Georgia afforded a ready accefs to the large and valuable province of Caro¬ 
lina : it was determined, therefore, to make this the objeft of an expedition; and, towards 
the clofc of the laft year, Sir Henry Clinton embarked with a confiderable land force, under- 
convoy of a ftrong fquadron, commanded by Admiral Arhuthnot. Tlieir deftination was 
Savannah ; but their progrefs being much retarded by contrary winds and ftormy weather, 
they did not arrive off the coaft of Georgia till the expiration of January. On the iath of 
February, the aimy was fafely landed on the iflands in the vicinity of Charieftown, and from 
thence proceeded to the banks of Afhley’s river, between which and Cooper’s river the town 
is fituated. On the ift of April, they broke ground within 800 yards of the American woiks 
and by the 8th of the fame month the befiegers guns were mounted in battery. On the 10th, 
Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arhuthnot fummoned the town to furrender to his Mnjefty’s 
arms; but General Lincoln, who commanded there, declaring it to be his intention to de¬ 
fend it to the laft extremity, the fiege commenced, and was carried on with the utmofl bravery, 
flcill, and perfcvcrancc. On the 8th of May, the Britifh commanders again fummoned the 
town to furrender, the offer being repeated, that on an immediate lurrender, the lives and 
property of the inhabitants fhould be preferved to them. Articles of capitulation were then 
propofed by General Lincoln, which did not receive the approbation of Sir Henry Clinton 
and Admiral Arbuthnot: at length, however, the town being clofely inverted on all fides, and 
the preparations to ftorm it in every part being in great fonvardnefs, the American general, on 
the I ith of May, agreed to furrender on the tenn . winch had ahvsdy been propofed to him.— 
By the articles of capitulattoil, the continental ti--ops and failois were to remain prifonevs of 
war till exchanged, but not to be defpoiled of their pnvatc property ; the militia in gairifon 
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1780 were to be permitted to return to their re fpe Clive homes, as prifoners on parole; which parole, 
while they obferved it, was to fecure them from being mole tied in their property by the Bri¬ 
tish troops. The citizens of Charleftown were comprehended in this article ; while the fub- 
jeCls of France and Spain were allowed to retain their effeCts, and tabe permitted to leave the 
place, but to continue prifoners on parole.—The prifoners made on this occafion amounted 
to upwards of 6,000, amongft whom were 1 ,ooo'failors : feveral general officers were alfo in¬ 
volved in the furrender, and a great number of private perforts, from the great eagernefs with 
which all who were in the vicinity of Charleftown repaired to its defence. The artillery that 
fell into the hands of the viCtors confifted of near 400 pieces, with four large frigates, a great 
number of boats, and a very confiderable quantity of military ftores. 

The confequence of the red u ft ion of Charleftown, was a general difeouragement of the 
people of the neighbouring provinces, and no fmall alarm and difeontent throughout the con¬ 
tinent, when the vaft expectations excited by Count D’Eftaing were contrafted with his 
failure, and the fuccefles of the Britifh arms under Sir Henry Clinton. In order-, however, 
to prevent him, if poffible, from improving them, grtat exertions were made by the Ameri¬ 
cans to colleCt a force fufficient to make fome kind of ftand, till a proper army could be formed. 
For this purpofe, detachments from feveral parts were drawn to the borders of North Caro¬ 
lina, where it was naturally expcCtcd the next motions of the Britifh army would be directed. 

■ On receiving this intelligence, Lord Cornwallis marched up the country, and completely de- 
ftroyed the remaining force of the enemy in that quarter. 

After this fuccefs, the red u ft ion of the extenfive province of South Carolina was deemed fo 
complete, at the time of Sir Henry Clinton’s returning to his government of New York, that 
he informs the miniftcr for the American department, in his letter, that there were few men 
in the province who were not either prifoners to, or in arms with the Britifh forces; and lie 
cannot reftrain his exultation, at the number of the inhabitants who came in, from every 
quarter, to teftify their allegiance, and to offer their fcrviccs in arms, in fupport of his Ma- 
jefty’s government; and who, in many inftances, had brought as prifoners their former 
leaders. That officer accordingly, in fettling the affairs and government of the province, 
adopted a fcheme of obliging it to contribute largely to its own defence, and even to look for¬ 
ward in prefent exertion to future fectirity, by taking an aCtive fhare in the fuppreffion of the 
rebellion on its borders. With this view, he was determined to admit of no neutrals., and 
that every man who didnot avow himfelf an enemy to the Britifli government, fhould take 
an'aftive part in its fupport. On this principle, all perfons were expeCted to be in readinefs 
•with their arms at a moment’s warning; tliofe who had families, to form a militia for the 
home defence; but tliofe who had none, to ferve with the royal forces, for any fix months of 
the enfuing twelve, in which they might be called upon, to affift “ in driving their rebel op- 
prefiors, and all the miferies of war, far from the province,” <kc. 

This fyftcm of fubduing one part of the Americans by the other, and of cftablifhing fuch 
an internal force in each fubjugated colony, as would be nearly, if not entirely, equal to its 
defence, had been often held out, and frequently fuggefted in England, as extremely practi¬ 
cable. It therefore became the duty of Sir Henry Clinton to form fuch a plan in South Ca¬ 
rolina, and for Lord Cornwallis, who fuccceded him in the government, to purine it: but 
all their fanguine expectations feem to have had but a fhallow foundation, and the firft mo¬ 
ment of ferious trial brought difappoiritmcnt along with it.' Indeed, in a very fhort time after 
Sir Henry Clinton’s departure from Charleftown, it appeared that many of the inhabitants 
* • wer; 
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1780 were fo diffatisfied with the prefent. government, that they endeavoured to difpofe of their 
property upon fucli terms as they could obtain, and to abandon the province. This conduft 
became fo frequent and glaring, that Lord Cornwallis found it nccelfary towards the end of 
July, to iffiic a proclamation, llri&ly forbidding all falcs and transfers of property, including 
even negroes, without a licence firft obtained ftom the commandant of Charleftown; and 
like wife prohibiting all mailers of vdfds* from carrying any perfon whatever, whether black 
or white, out of the colony, without a written*palTport from the fame officer. The battle of 
Camden, that, took place in the month of Auguft, in which Lord Cornwallis gained a com¬ 
plete victory over the American army commanded by General Gates, convinced the Englifh 
general that the return of American loyalty was a matter of no folid reliance ; that he could 
do little more than anfwcr for tl)C ground on which he encamped ; and that in the war in 
which he commanded, fuccefs did not wait upon viftory. 

The affairs of America continued alfo to be extremely critical: the difficulties of the C011- 
grefs and the people had been greatly cncrcafcd by the depreciation of their paper currency.— 
At the time when the colonies engaged in a war with Great Britain, they had no regular civil 
government eftablifhed among them of fufficient energy to enforce the collc&ion of taxes, or 
to provide funds for the redemption of fuch hills of credit as their neceffitics obliged them to 
iffue. In confequencc of this .{late of things, their bills encreafed in quantity far beyond the 
fum necellary for the purpofe of a circulating rned'rtnn ; and as they wanted, at the fame time, 
fpecific funds to reft on for their redemption, they faw their paper currency daily link in value. 
The depreciation continued, by a kind of gradual progreffion, from the year 1777 to 
fo that, at the latter period, the continental dollars were pafied, by common confcnt, in moft. 
parts of America, at titrate of J§ths below their nominal value. The impoflibility of keep¬ 
ing up the credit of the currency to any fixed ftandard, occailoncd great, and almoft inl'upera- 
ble embanalfments, in afcertairiing the value of property, or carrying on trade with any Suffi¬ 
cient certainty. Thole who fold, and thofe who bought, were left without a rule whereon to 
form any judgment of their profit or their iofs, and every fpccics of commerce or exchange, 
whether foreign or domcllic, was expofed to numberlels and increafing difficulties. The confe- 
quenccs of the depreciation of the paper currency were aifo felt with peculiar feverity by fuch 
of the Americans as were employed in their military fervices, and greatly augmented their 
other hardships. The requifitions made by the Congrels to the lcvcral colonies for fupplics, 
were alfo far from being always regularly complied with; and their troops were not unfit- 
quently in want of the moft common ncceffaries, which very naturally occafiontd complaints 
and difeontents among them. Some of thefe difficulties, as they refultcd from tneir particular 
fituation, no wifdom, perhaps, could have prevented ; but they feem to have arifen, in part, 
from the Congrefs not being fufficientiy acquainted with the principles of finance, and from a 
defeft of fyftem in the departments of their government. The caufc of the Ameiicans appears 
alfo to have fuffered foraewhat by their depending too much on temporary enliftments : but 
..the Congrefs endeavoured, towards the clofe of the year 1783, to put their army upon a more 
permanent footing, and to give all the l’atisfaffion to their officers and foldiers which tlicir cir- 
cumftatices would admit. They appointed a committee for arranging their finances, and made 
fome new regulations refpefling their war-office and treafury-board, and other public de¬ 
partments. But, notwithftanding thefe, and various other oppreftive diiadvantages under 
which they at this time laboured, the Americans appeared to entertain no doubts but that they 
fliouid be able to maintain their independency , and, on the 4th of July, celebrated the anm- 
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1780 verfary of its declaration at Philadelphia, with no inconfiderable difplay of patriotic feflivity 
and public rejoicing. * 

A very principal motive for Spain to join the confederacy againft Great Britain was the 
anxious and natural defire to recover Gibraltar. The poffeffion of this important fortrcfs by 
a foreign power was highly mortifying to the Spanifh court and nation. It was compared to 
the long retention of Calais by the Englifh, in former days, and the recovery of it was deemed 
as effential to the honour of the Spaniards, as that of Calais had Been reputed by the French, 
in regard to their own. The principal plan bf aft ion was formed according to this idea, which 
was warmly adopted throughout Spain, and ferved, in no fmall degree, to reconcile the people to 
a war, which was, in other refpefts, fo much againft their real interefls. As foon as the rup¬ 
ture was determined upon at Madrid,tl>c Spanifh court gave immediate orders to the command¬ 
ing officer of the forces in the vicinity of Gibraltar, to cut off all communication with that 
place, and to inveft it in the clofeft manner poflible. 

While the Spanifh general blockaded Gibraltar by land, the admiral, Don Barcelo, did the 
fame by fea; but notwithftandiug his fuperiority, tire Britifn fhips of force then in the bay, 
exerted themfclves with fo'much aftivity and fpirit, as to elude his vigilance on nurobeiiefs 
occafions. 

The principal inconvenience under which tire garrifon laboured, was the frequent fcarcity 
of frefh provifions : it had hitherto Bfeen abundantly {'applied from the coaft of’Barbary, but 
to what caufes it might be owing, a furprizing and unaccountable alteration had taken place 
in fame of the ftates along drat coaft. The Emperor of Morocco, in particular, had trans¬ 
ferred his friendihip from Great Britain to Spain, in a manner wholly unprecedented. He 
. efpoufed the caufe of the latter with a zeal and partiality the mare aftonifhing, as Britain had 
given him no provocation, and as the enmity fubfifling for fo many ages between the. Spani¬ 
ards and Moors, was in a manner conflitutional, and founded upon caufes that couid 
never ceafe to operate. So great, however, were the induftry and refolution of the Britiih 
officers and feamcn, that, in fpite of all obftrufttons, they frequently found means to procure 
the refrefliments that were wanted. In the mean time, the defence of the garrifon .was fo 
vigorous, even while it continued to be fupplied in this fcanty manner, that the enemy began 
to lofe ail hope of reducing it. In order, however, to deprive it of this fupport, they formed 
a projeft of burning all the {hipping in the bay of Gibraltar. For this purpofe, in the night 
of the 6th of June, favoured by an uncommon darknefs, ten fire-fhips^ flood over from the 
Spanifh to the Britifhfide of the bay ; but from the enemy’s precipitation in firing their fliips 
too foon, and to the heavy cannonade with which they were received, the attempt was fruftra- 
ted. The failure of this projeft was followed by the defeat of many others :—No fooner had 
the enemy pulhed their worki forward, and conftrufted new batteries, than they were con- 
ftantly deftroyed ; fo that the labour of many days was often loft in a very few hours, and the 
whole to be recommenced with little profpeft of future fuccefs. 

According to a return made of the inhabitants and garrifon of Gibraltar about this time, 
the number of inhabitants was 3201 ; of which there were 506 Englifh, 1832 Roman Catho¬ 
lics, and 863 Jews.—The houfes amounted to 446, of which 195 belonged, to Proteftants, 
144 to Roman Catholics, and 107 to Jews. The garrifon confifted of the 12th, 39th, 56th, 
58th, 72d, and 73d Englifh, with three Hanoverian regiments. 

Notwithftanding the misfortune which bad befallen Spain in the capture and deftruftion of * 
the fquadron under Admiral Langara, it was judged incumbent on the Houfe of Bourbon to 
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1780 preferve that appearance of ftrength which they had at firft difplayed, A junction was con- 
fequently formed of the French and Spanifh fleets, in the fame manner as in the preceding 
year, though with a very inferior force. To this naval combination was oppofed the Britifti 
fleet of thirty fhips of the line, commanded by Admiral Geary, who failed from Spithead in 
the early part of June, and in the beginning of July,- was fo fortunate as to fall in with a rich 
fleet from Port au Prince, of which he Wok twelve fail; the reft, with the lhips of war that 
convoyed them, efcaped, from the hazinefs of the weather. But the fatisfaftion afforded by 
this fuccefs, was ftiortly loft in the contemplation of one of the lieavieft blows that had ever 
been fuftained by the Britifti commerce : a rich and confiderable fleet, for the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, under the conduft of Captain Moutray of the Ramifies, and two or three frigates, was 
intercepted, on the 9th of Auguft, by the combined fleet, under the command of Don Louis de 
Cordova : five Eaft India fhips {which, befides arms, ammunition, and a train of artillery, were 
conveying a large quantity of naval ftores, for the fupply of the Britifh fquadron in the Eaft) 
and above fifty Weft Indiamen were taken ; the Ramilies, with the ffigates, and a few of the 
Weft India fhips, had the good fortune to efcape. This fleet included, befides the Eaft India- 
mcn and merchantmen, eighteen victuallers, with a number of ftorcfhips and tranfports, def- 
tined for his Majefty’s fervicc in the Weft Indies. But the principal detriment fuftained by 
this capture, was the lofs of fcamen and troops, and of the fupplies which were fo much 
wanted in the different places for which they were intended. The number of prifoners 
amounted to 2,700 failors and foldiers, near 100 officers, and about 200 pafli-ngers of both fexes. 

As the combined fleet was known to be at Cadiz, and its putting to fea anxioufty appre¬ 
hended, it was certainly a very extraordinary condufl in government to fuffer fuch a fleet to 
take a courfe fo clofe to the coaft of Spain ; at leaft, if fuch a courfe had been neccffary, the 
grand fleet itfelf could not have been better employed than in guarding fucli a rich and impor¬ 
tant flota till it was out of danger. But the reafon affigned fpr this unfortunate rifque, that 
it was run in order to accommodate the merchants and the Eaft India Company, was by no 
means fufiicient to juftify the bufinefs ; for it does not appear that it was at all neceflary to 
ftcer clofc to the continent of Europe in order to touch at the Madciras ; and, befides, as there 
was not a force fufiicient for its protedtion, the courfe ftiould have been varied, and fuited to 
the emergency and danger. Indeed, the mercantile accommodation, however it may be, in 
general, a very effential objedl of miniftcrial attention, was not of that degree of importance 
as to juftify fuch an hazard : the merchants might have provided their wines in another man¬ 
ner.—The confidcration of fuch matters belonged properly and folely to the minifters at large, 
and to the admiralty in particular : they poflefled ail the means of information, and it there¬ 
fore became their duty, in all fuch cafes, to inform the ignorance, or to corredt the feliifhnsfs 
of the mercantile adventurer. 

About the fame time, an account was received of the iofs of a great part of the outward- 
bound Quebec licet, which was intercepted off the banks of Newfoundland in the beginning 
of July, by fome American privateers. Several of thele veflels were retaken, but about four¬ 
teen rich fhips were carried entirely off. Thefc Ioffes were very l'everely felr, and operated as 
a heavy counterbalance to the captures the Britifh privateers and fhips of war had made from, 
the enemy. 

While, however, all the reft of Europe were entering into a confederacy, calculated for the 
fubverfion of the Britifti naval power, the Queen of Portugal alone perfevered in her friendship 
for us, and refufed to accede to the armed neutrality. This refufal was the more generous, as 
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1780 it was, in effcft, rendering herfelf liable to the refentment of the Houfe of Bourbon, at a time 
when the ability of England for her protection became every day more precarious. It was, 
therefore, much to be regretted, that this friendfliip was in fome degree weakened, and in dan¬ 
ger of being loft, through the imprudence of fome Britilh officers on the coaft of Portugal, 
who, not contented with the advantages which they derived from the free ufe of her ports, 
and the fecurity thereby afforded to their prizes*, are faid to have proceeded to equip and fit 
out cruizers in the river Tagus, in order to ad againft the enemy. This produced an order 
from that court, prohibiting the privateers of all nations from entering her ports, excepting in 
cafes of real neceffity ; and forbidding, even then, tkeir longer flay than that neceffity might 
; demand. 

Since the commencement of hoffilities between Great Britain and her colonies, an inter- 
courfe very hoftile to the former had been carried bn by the Dutch with the latter: though 
not openly avowed by the Sates-Gcneral, it was encouraged by numbers of individuals, not 
only of the commercial clafies who profited by it, but o r all other denominations. The cmil- 
• faries of France excited fuch a fpirit of enmity to Britain, that all the repreientations which 
were made of the detriment accruing to'them, from fuch a conduft being permitted or con¬ 
nived at, did not appear to. make any impreffion on the States. 

When France declared herfelf in favour of America, the French faftion, vvhichv hacl been 
ally gaining ftrength, determined to follow the example of that power; but in o$§cr, at the 
fame time, to avoid the refentment of Great Britain, judged it fafeft to enter intact clandcftine 
treaty with the Americans : for this puvpofe, a private negociation was fet on loot with the 
commiflioners appointed by the Congrefs. • f 

This negociation was principally patronifed by the regency of Amftcrdam/ a city that had 
long been notorious for its partiality to the caufe of France, or indeed of,any power that was 
hoftile to Great Britain. The peufionary of this city, Mr. Van Berktff, a man of abilities, 
and a fvvorn enemy to the Englifh, was the perfon who conduced this bufinefs : being, from 
his office, a minifter of ftate of the greateft authority and influence, it was fpeedily fettled.— 
Thus an alliance was produced between the Dutch and the Americans, of which the common 
enmity of both to the Britilh nation became the ftrotigcft bond. The terms of the treaty were, 
indeed provifional, and the treaty itfelf purely commercial ; but the Americans were clearly 
confidered, in the whole of it, as a free and independent nation. 

Though Amftcrdam alone feemed to aft upon this occafion, yet the world well undcrflooJ, 
that the weight of this great and powerful city was too heavy to be counterbalanced by that oi 
the whole province of which it is the capital, or even of all the Seven United Provinces. It 
was from a knowledge of this, together with the fuperiority of the French faftion in Holland, 
that the Congrefs relied on the validity of any meafurcs and traufactions that might take place 
between the rclpeflivc agents of the contrafting parties. Still, however, this treaty was ne- 
gociated and concluded in the utmoft concealment and privacy.—It was figned on the 4th ot 
September, 1778, by Mr. De Neufville, a Dutch merchant, on the one hand, and Mr. 'Wil¬ 
liam Lee, on the other ; both of whom repaired to Aix la Chapclle for that purpofe, in order 
to avoid all fufpicion. 

• This tranfaftion had now lain dormant two entire years, and the ruling powers in America 
began to be.vcry impatient to bring it forward, and to obtain an open acknowledgement Of it 
on the part of Holland. The events of thefe two years were fuch, as encouraged them to 
•^think that the Dutch would not be backward to comply with their willies. Much altercation 
q had 
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1780 had taken place, and no final! difguft created between Great Britain and Holland, from the 
continual a Alliance which the latter afforded to France, and the refolute methods wliich the 
former had adopted: in order to prevent it. 

Such Was the fituation of affairs, when Congrefs refolved to depute a petfon of the higheft 
rank among them to Holland, in the character of an ambaffador, for the purpofe of bringing 
forward the bufinefs of an alliance between both countries to a fotid and effectual conclufion. 
The perfon chofen for this important bufinefs, was Mr. Henry Laurens, late Prcfident of the 
Congrefs, a gentleman of acknowledged abilities and rcfpedlable character. The high ftation 
he had filled with fo much propriety and applaufe, gave additional weight to the commiffion 
he was invefted with,—were confederations that might be naturally expected to accdcrase die 
union propofed between Holland and America. With this view he embarked at Philadelphia 
in a Congrefs packet, which, on tlw third of September, was taken by the Vcftal, Captain 
Keppcl, near Newfoundland. He had thrown his papers overboard ; but they were recovered, 
without having received any material injury; and, on his arrival in England, after having 
undergone an examination before the Privy Council, Mr. Laurens was committed clofc pri¬ 
soner to the Tower, on the fixtli of October, on a charge of high treafon. Among his papers 
was found the treaty we have already mentioned, and which was entitled, A Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce between the Republic of Holland and the United States of America. This 
important inffrunicnt wc (hall give at large. , 

The preamble recites, “ That the faid contrasting Rates of Holland and America, wi filing 
to eftablifh a treaty of commerce, have refolved to fix it on the balls of a pcrfeCt equality, and 
the reciprocal utility arifing from the equitable laws of a free trade; provided, that the con¬ 
trasting parties fhalt be at liberty to admit, as they think good, other nations to partake, of the 
advantages arifing from the faid trade actuated by the above equitable principles, the before* 
mentioned contracting parties have agreed on the follow ing articles: 

“ Art. I. There lhall be a permanent, unalterable, and univerfal peace and amity, eftablifh- 
ed between their High Mightiness of the Seven Provinces of Holland, and the United States 
of North America ; as well as between their rcfpeCtivc fubjcCts, iflands, towns and territories, 
fituate under tlie jurifdiftion of the rcfpeCtivc ftates above-mentioned, and their inhabitants, 
without any diftinCtion whatfoever of perfons or fexes. 

“ II. The fubjcCts of the United Provinces of Holland fhall be liable only to fuch duties as 
arc paid by the natives and inhabitants of North America, in all the countries, ports, iHands 
and towns belonging to the faid ftates; and fhall enjoy the rights, liberties, privileges, immu¬ 
nities and exemptions in their trade and navigation, common to the faid natives and inhabi¬ 
tants, when the fubjeCls of Holland fhall have occafion to pal's from one American ftatc to 
another, as well as when bound from thence to any part of the world. 

“ III. The privileges, Ac. granted by the foregoing article to the States of Holland, arc, 
by theprefent, confirmed to the inhabitants of North America. 

“ IV. The rcfpeCtivc fubjefts of the contracting parties, as well as the inhabitants of the 
countries, iflands, or towns belonging to the faid parties, fhall be at liberty, without produc¬ 
ing a written permiflion, private or public pafs, to travel by land or water, or in whatever 
manner they think heft, through the kingdoms, territories, provinces, Ac. or dominions 
whatever, of either of the confederated Rates, to have their free egrefs and regrefs, to remain 
in the faid places, and during the whole time be at liberty to purebafe every thing neceflary to 
their own fubfifteucc and ufe : they Hull alfo be treated with every mark of reciprocal friend- 
Vol. IV. Q.1 ft'P 
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1780 Iliip and favour. Provided neverthelcfs, that in every circumftancc they demean themfelvej 
in pellet conformity with the laws, ftatutes, and ordinances of thole faid kingdoms, towns, 
he. where they may fojourn; treating each other with mutual friendfhip, and keeping up » 
among themi'dves the moft perfeft harmony, by means of a conllant corrcfpondencc. 

“ V. The lubjeQs of the contrafling powers, and the inhabitants of all places belonging 
to the faid powers, fhall be at liberty to carry their fkips and goods {fuch as are not forbidden 
by the law of the refpeflive Hates) into all ports, places, &c. belonging to the laid powers, 
and to tarry, without any limitation of time: to hire whole houfes, or in part: to buy and 
purcliafe from the manufafturer or retailer, either in the public markets, fairs, he. all forts 
of goods and merchandize not forbidden by any particular law : to open warehoufes for the 
falc of goods and effefts imported from other parts: nor fhall they be at any time forced againft 
their con lent, to bring the faid goods and wares to-the markets and fairs; provided, never- 
thelefs, that they do not difpofe of them by retail, or clfewhere: they lhall not, however, be 
liable to any tax or duties, on this or any other account, except thofc only which are to be 
paid for their fliips or goods, according to the laws and cuftoms of the refpeflive dates, and 
at the rate ftipulated by the prefent treaty. Moreover, they lhall be entirely at liberty to de¬ 
part, without the leaft hindcrance, (this extends alfo to their wives, children, and fuch fer- 
vants who may be delirous to follow their mailer) and to take with them all goods bought or 
imported at anytime; and for fuch places as they may think proper, by land, or fea, or rivers, 
or lakes; all privileges, laws, coOceffions, immunities, he. to the contrary notwithftanding. 

“ VI. In regard to religious worfhip, the moft unbounded liberty fhall be granted to the 
fubjcfls of the faid confederate ftates, for thcmfelves and families. They fhall not be com¬ 
pelled to frequent the churches, he. but fhall have full liberty to perform divine fervice, after 
their own manner, without any molcftation in either church or chapel, or private houfes 
(aptrtis feribus). It is further provided, that any fubjcfl of one of the contrafling powers 
dying, in any place belonging to the other, fhall be interred in decent and convenient places, 
allotted for that purpofc ; and, in fine, that no infult fhall, at any time, or in any manner 
whatever, be offered to the dead or interred bodies. 

“ VII. It is farther agreed and fettled, that in all duties, impofts, taxes, See. laid on goods, 
perfons, merchandize, he. of eacli and every fubjeft of the contrafling powers, under any 
' denomination whatfoever, the faid fubjcfls, inhabitants, he. fhall enjoy equal privileges, frau- 
cliifcs, immunities, either in the courts of juftice, and in every matter of trade, commerce, 
or any other cafe, and fhall be treated with the fame favour and diftinflion hitherto granted, 
or hereafter to be granted to any foreign nation whatfoever. 

“ VIII. Their High Mighiinefles the States General of the Seven United Provinces, fhall 
ufe the moft efficacious means in their power, to protefl the fhips and goods belonging to any 
of the United States of America, be they public or private property, when in the ports, roads, 
or leas adjoining the faid iflands, he. belonging to their faid High MigluinefTcs, and to ufe all 
, their endeavours to bring about a reftitution to be made to the owners, or their agents, of all 
vcffels and goods captured within their jurifdidlion ; and the fhips of war belonging to thcii 
faid High MightinefTes fhall take under their proteflion, and convoy the fliips belonging to 
the faid American States, or any of the fubjefts or inhabitants thereof, following the fame 
courfe, and defend the faid fhip as long as they remain in company, againft all attacks, vio¬ 
lence, or oppreffion, in like manner as they arc in duty bound to defend the fhips of their 
High MightinefTes the Seven United Provinces of Holland, 
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17B0 “ IX. By this article, the fame obligation is laid on the American Spates, in favour of the 

fhipping, 6cc* belonging to thofe of Holland. 

“ X. Their High Mightineffes the States of Holland Hull interpofc, and employ their good 
offices in favour of the faid American States, their fubjefts and inhabitants, with the Emperor 
of Morocco, the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and all along the coaft of Barbary 
and Africa, and with the fubjefts of the faid powers, that the (hips, &c. of the faid American 
States, be as much as poffible, and to the bell advantage, protefted againft the violences, in* 
fults, depredations, See. of the abovefaid princes and fubjefts on the coaft of Barbary and 
Africa. 

“ XI. Itfliall be permitted and granted to each and every fubjeft and inhabitant of the 
contrafting powers, to leave, bequeath, or dtfpofc of, in cafe of fkknefs, 01 at their death, 
all effefts, goods, merchandiseready money, &e. being their property, at or before their 
deceafc, in any town, ifland, &c. belonging to the icfpcflive contrafting powers, in favour 
of fuch perfon or perfons, as they may think proper. Moreover, whether the faid fubjefts 
fhould die after having made fuch wills, or inteftate, their lawful heirs, executors, or admi- 
niflrat'ots, dwelling in any part of the pofTcffions of the contracting powers, or aliens coming 
from other countries, fhall be at liberty, without hindrance or delay, to claim, and take pof- 
feifion of, all fuch goods and effefts, conformably to the Tcfpcftive laws of each country. 
Nor ftiail their rigltt be difputed, under pretence oft any prerogative, peculiar to any feparatc 
province, or perfon whatsoever. Provided, ncvcrthclefs, that the claim to the effects of a 
perfon who died inteftate, be fupported by fucli proofs as the laws of either of the contrafling 
powers have provided in luch cafes; all laws, ftatutes, edicts, drolls d'Aubhie , Nc. to the con¬ 
trary notwithftanding. 

“ XII. The effefts and property of the fubjefts of either of the contrafting powers, dying 
in any town, ifland, Ac. belonging to the other, fhall be fequeilered for the ufe of the lawful 
b.eirs and fuccefTors of the dcccafed. The council, or public minifter of the nation, to which 
the pcrlbn thus dying belonged, fhall take an inventory of all fuch goods, effefts, papers, writ¬ 
ings, and books of account of the deceafed. The faid inventory to be delivered into the 
hands of three merchants of known and approved integrity, who fhall be nominated for tne 
purpoic of afting as truftccs to the heirs, executors, &c. or creditors of the deceafed : nor fhall 
any couit of judicature interfere, unlefs the faid heirs, See. lliould require it in the due courfc 
of law. 

“ XIII. The rcfpcclive fubjefts of the contrafting parties, fhall be at liberty to choofc for 
themfclvcs advocates, attornics, notaries, folicitors, and agents; to this end, that fuch advo¬ 
cates, Sec. fhall, by the judges of the court aforefaul, be called in, if the faid judges lliould, 
by the parties, be required fo to do. 

“ XIV. The merchants, commanders, or owners of fhips, failors of every denomination, 
fhips or veflels, effefts, and goods in general, belonging to either party, or any of its fubjefts 
or inhabitants, fhall, at no time, for any private or public purpole, by virtue of any edict 
whatfoever, be taken, or detained in the countries, ports, iflands, &c. belonging to cither of 
the contracting parties, to be employed in the fervice, to forward military expeditions, or any 
other purpofe; and much lefs for the private ufe of any one, by violence, cr other means made 
ufe of to moleftor infult the faid fubjefts. It is farther ftriftly forbidden to the faid fubjefts, 
on both tides, not to take away, violently, the property of each other; but, the confcnt of 
the proprietor once obtained, they fhait be at liberty to purchafc, paying ready money for tlu 
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fcizurc fhall be made, or the embargo laid by the authority of tile iegiflative power for debts 
incurred, or crimes committed, which fhall be tried by the due courfe of law. 

“ XV. It is farther provided and agreed, that all merchants, commanders of fhips, and 
other fubjc&s belonging to their High Mightinefles the States of the Seven United Provinces, 
fhall regulate their private affairs by thcmfelvOs, or by fuch agents as they may chufe, in all 
and every place within the jurifdiftion of the United States of America : nor fhall they be com¬ 
pelled to employ, or pay any interpieter or broker, but fuch as they think fit to- appoint. 
Moreover, in the lading or unlading of fhips, the mailers fhall not be obliged to employ per- 
fons appointed for that purpofe, by public authority ; but fhall be at full liberty to do it them- 
fclvcs, or call in the afliftance of any 0:1c they fhall chufe, without being liable to pay any fee 
or retribution to any bod-. Neither fhall they be compelled to land any particular merchan¬ 
dize, to put them on board other /flips, to take others on board their own, without their free 
confent; or to remain laden longer than they fhall think proper. The fubjefls and inhabitants 
of the United States of America, fhall fully enjoy the fame privileges in all the dominions of 
the States of Holland. 

“ XVI. In cafe any difpute or controverfy fhould arife between the maficr of a fhip and 
his crew, belonging to one of the two nations, and then in any port within the dominions of 
the other, concerning the payment of wages, or any other matter to be determined by the civil 
law, the magiftrate of fuch port, or place, fhall only require the defendant to deliver to the 
plaintiff, a declaration under his hand, and witnefied by the faid magiftrate; by which the faid 
defendant fhall bind himfelf to appear, and anfwer the complaint laid againft him, belore a 
competent judge in his own country. This being done, the faid crew fhall not be permitted 
to leave the fhip, or prevent the mafter from following his courfe. The merchants of either 
nation fhall be authorifed to keep their books in what language and manner they may think 
beft, without the Jcaft hindrance or molcftation. But, in cafe it fhould be neccflary, in order 
to fettle a point of law, for them to produce their books, they fhall bring them into court for 
examination ; in fuch a manner, however, that neither the judge, nor any one elfc, whatfo- 
ever, 11sall be permitted to perufe any article in the faid books, but fuch as may be abfolutclv 
ncceffary to afeertain the authenticity and regularity of the faid books. Nor fhall any one, 
under any pretence whatever, prefume to force the faid books and writings from the owners, 
or detain them : cafes of bankruptcy alone excepted. 

“ XVII. The fhips of either nation, bound to the refpeftive ports, fhall, upon a juft caufe 
of being fufpe&ed, either in regard to their deflination or their cargoes, be obliged to produce, 
either at fca, in the roads, or ports, not only their paffports, but alfo certificates, witneffing 
that the goods they have on board are not prohibited by the refpeftive laws. 

“ XVIII. If, upon fuch certificates being produced, the examining party fhould difeover 
that fome of the goods mentioned in the bills of lading are prohibited by this treaty, or bound 
to fome port belonging to the enemy; in fuch cafe it fhall not be lawful to break into any part 
of the fliip, or force any trunks, boxes, barrels, &c. nor even to difplace any part of the car¬ 
goes (whether fuch fhip belongs to Holland or America) to come at the faid goods, which are 
not in any ways to be fearched until they are landed in the prefence of fome officers of the Ad¬ 
miralty Court, who lhall enter a verbal procefs about them. Nor fhall it be permitted to fell, 
exchange, or adulterate the faid goods in any wife, till the law fhall have taken its courfe, and 
the matter be determined by the fentence of the rcfpe£live Admiralty Courts, pronouncing 
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1780 them feizable: the (hip and other parts of the cargo not prohibited by treaty, fhall not be de¬ 
tained, wider the pretence of part of the lading being condemned, and much lefs confifcated 
as lawful prizes. But, in cafe part of the cargo fliould confifl of the faid prohibited goods, 
and the mailer of the (hip fliall confent to deliver them up immediately, then the captor, hav¬ 
ing taken out of the faid fhip the prohibited goods, fliall permit the mailer to continue his 
eourfe to the place of his deftination: yat, if all the prohibited goods could not be taken on 
board the captor, the latter fliall, notwithflaoding the mallei’s. free tender of the faid goods, 
bring the former into the ncarefl port, where it fliall be produced in manner aforefaid. 

“ XIX. It is agreed on the contrary, that all effe&s, &c. of any fubjeft of either Hate, 
found on any fhip taken from an enemy, fuch effefts, &c. though they be not prohibited by 
any article of this treaty, fhall be canfidered as lawful prize, and be difpoled of as if they be¬ 
longed to the enemy : (except only In cafe the war fliould not have been proclaimed, or not 
come to the knowledge of the proprietors of the laid effefts, he.) which, in fuch cafes onlv, 
fhall not be liable to be conlifcated, but be immediately returned to the owners without any 
delay, upon their making good their claim ; provided, neverthelefs, that the faid goods are not 
of the kind which are prohibited ; nor will it be lawful to fhip them afterwards, for any of the 
enemy’s ports: the two contrafling parties agreeing, moreover, that fix months, from the 
. date of a declaration of war, will be canfidered as a fufficicnt notice to the fubjefls of cither 
flate, whatever quarter of the world they may coma from. 

XX. In order to provide farther for the fafety of the lubjefts on both fides, that neither of 
the parties may be annoyed by the armed fttips or privateers belonging to the other, during the 
eourfe of a war, particular injunflions fhall be laid upon the commanders of fliips and pri¬ 
vateers, &c. he. to the refpeflivc fubjefls of the contrafling powers, not to vex or offer any 
moleflation to any one ofithem; and, in cafe of failure herein, the offending party fhall be 
puniflied, and compelled to make good the damage, their performs and fortunes anfwering for 
the fame. 

“ XXI. All fliips and cffefls retaken from privateers or pirates, fliall be carried into fame 
of the ports belonging to cither flate, and returned to the owners, upon their giving fatisfac- 
tory proofs of their right to the faid recaptures. 

“ XXI l. It fhall be lawful for all commanders of fhips of war, privateers, &c. to carry off 
freely all fliips and effects taken from the enemy, without being lubjeft to pay any duty or 
duties to the admiralty or other courts ; nor fhall fuch prizes be liable to be detained or feized 
upon in any of the ports of the refpeflive Hates: the fcarcliing officers fhall not be permitted 
to vilit or fearch the faid prizes: the captors whereof will be at liberty to put lack to fea, and 
convoy the prizes wherever they arc direfted to be carried; as fpccified in the orders given 
to the commanders of fuch fhips, privateers, he. which they fliall be obliged to produce. But 
all the ports of both Hates fhall'be Ihut againH all prizes made on the fubjefls of either: and 
in cafe fach prizes and captors fliould be driven to fome of the faid ports, by firefs of weather* 
every means fhall be employed to liaflen their departure. 

“ XXIII. I11 cafe any fliips, boats, he. fliould be wrecked or otherwife damaged on the 
coafls of either of the contrafling Hates, all aid and afliflance lhall be given to the diflreffed 
crews, to whom pafles and free-condufl fhall be granted lor their return into their own 
country. 

“ XXIV. If a fhip or fliips, either of war, or employed for the purpofe of trading, by one 
of the Hates, fliould, by flrefs of weather, imminent danger from pirates, enemies, &c. be 
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1780 compelled to take fhelter in any ports, rivers, bays, &c. belonging to the other, they ftallbe 
treated with all humanity, friendfhip, and mo ft cordial protection. Leave {hall be granted 
them to take in proviftons and refrelhments at a reasonable rate, and to purchafe whatever they 
may Hand in need of, either for themfelves or for the purpofe of repairing the damage they 
may have fuffered, and alfo for the continuation of their voyage. No ebftacle whatever {hall 
be laid in their way to flop or detain them in any of the faid ports, &c. whence they {hall be 
at liberty to fail, whenever they may think fit. 

“ XXV. In order to put commerce in the tnoft flourifhing ftatc, it is agreed, that, in cafe 
a war fhould at any time break out between the contrafting' parties, 11 k months fliall be al¬ 
lowed to the refpeftivc fubjefts for them to retire with their families and property, to whatever 
place they may judge proper ; alfo to be at liberty, during the above fpace of time, to fell or 
otherwife difpofe of their goods and chattels, without the Jcafl. hindrance or raolcftation. But, 
above all, it is provided, that the faid lubjefts Bull not be detained, by arreftment or leisure. 
On the contrary, during the aforefaid fix months, the rcfpeClive ftates, and their fubjetts, or 
inhabitants, {hall have good and fpeedy juflice denfc to them ; fo that, during the faid time, 
they may recover their goods and effefts, whether they be in the public funds, or in private 
hands. And if any part thereof fhould happen to be embezzled, or that any infult or wrong 
fliould have been offered to the fubjefts, &c. of cither ftatc, the offending party (hall give the 
immediate and convenient fatisfa&iort,for fuch embezzlement, wrong, or inlult. 

“ XXVI. The fubje&s, &c. of either ftate (hall abftain from requiring or accepting any 
commiffions or letters of marque from any power then at war with either of the faid dates, fo 
as to command armed {hips againft either, and to their detriment; and if any individual be¬ 
longing to either, fhould fail herein, he {hall be dealt with as being guilty of piracy. 

“ XXVII. It fhall not be lawful for any privateer, not belonging to cither of the contract¬ 
ing parties, which might be furnifticd with commiffions, or letters of marque from any power, 
in aCtual enmity with either of them, to fit out their {hips in any port belonging to the faid 
ftates, therein fell their prizes, or make in any wife an exchange of their faid ihips, merchan¬ 
dize, goods, or effefts, being the whole or part of the cargo contained in the aforefaid cap¬ 
tures. Nor {hall the faid commanders be permitted to take in provifions, but juft as much as 
wiil enable them to reach a port, ncareft to the dominion of their employers. 

“ XXVIII. Subjcfts and inhabitants of both tne contrafting parties fliall be at liberty to 
navigate their ihips (without any diftinCtion of owners, to whom the cargo or cargoes may 
belong) from all ports whatever belonging to the powers, that then are, or afterwards may be 
in amity with either of the afore-mentioned ftates; as alfo to trade in their way to or from 
fuch places, ports, and towns belonging to the enemies of either party, whether the faid place 
be within the jurifdiftion of one or more powers. It is alfo hereby ftipulated, that the freedom 
of {hipping will be extended to the cargoes belonging to the refpedtive fubjc&s or inhabitants 
of the faid ftates, though the whole, or part of the faid cargo fhould be the enemy’s property. 
This privilege is alfo to be conftruCted as extending to all perfons whatever, on board the laid 
Ihips (the military in the enemy’s fervice only excepted) as well as contraband goods. 

“ XXIX. This article contains a large enumeration of the goods prohibited to be carried to 
the enemy, which comprehends ail manner of warlike ftorcs. It gives alfo an account of fuch 
goods as may be lawfully exported ; namely, cloathing and other manufactured goods of wool, 
cloth, filks, &c. &c. the matters employed in manufacturing the fame; gold and filver either 
-coined or in bullion, all forts of metals, corn, and feeds, fpices, tobacco, meat, fait or ftnoak- 
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1780 ed, *nd every kind of eatables ; in fine, {hip timber, fails, canvas, and every effed whatever 
not fafhioncd in the fhape of any tool or warlike inftrument ufually employed in war, either 
by fea or land: all the aforefaid goods and wares, {hall at no time be looked upon as contra¬ 
band, and may be carried by thefubjeds and inhabitants of the confederate {fates’, even to the 
places belonging to the enemy then at war with either party, excepting only fuch towns and 
places, which might happen to be befiegpd, furrounded or blocked up at the time of {hipping 
off, for their ufe, the faid wares and goods. 

“ XXX. In order to prevent all diffimfion and difficulty which might arife between the fub- 
jeds of either ftate, in cafe one of them fhould go to war with fome other power or powers, 
the Ihipping, &c. belonging to the other party, {hall be provided with letters or paffes, fpecify- 
ing the name, cargo, and burthen of the fliip, together with the captain or mailer’s name, and 
the place of Ifis refidcnce : that thus it may appear that the {hip, &c. belongs truly to the faid 
fubjeds and inhabitants. The faid p.afs to be worded as {hall be mentioned at the end of this 
prefent treaty. 

“ Thefe letters, or paff-s/ {hall be renewed every year, if the bearers fhould return to the 
fame port within that time. It is farther agreed, that, befides the aforefaid paffes, certificates 
{hall be given, mentioning every part of the cargoes, the refpedive places from and to which 
fuch {hips may be bound. The faid certificates to be drawn up in the ufual form, bcfoie the 
officers of the place from whence the faid {hips a>;e to fail; and the faid officers lhall be at 
liberty to mention, by name, if they think it expedient, the owners of the cargo or cargoes. 

“ XXXI. The commanders or owners offhips belonging to the contrafling parties, enter¬ 
ing into any of the roads of either of the laid ftates, who may not think proper to enter into 
port; or, when entered, will not chufe to unload cither the whole of part of their cargo, flia'L 
not be compelled to declare in what it confifts, unlefs a well grounded fufpicion fhould arife, 
on lome evident circumftances, of their being laden for the enemy, or carrying from one of 
the confederate Hates, to the other, any prohibited goods; in which cafe, fuch commanders, 
owners, or inhabitants, fhail be obliged to ffiew their paffports and certificates, drawn up in 
the manner hereafter mentioned. 

“ XXX 11 . When the {hips, belonging to either ftate, failing coaftways, or otherwife, 
(hall be met by the fliips of war, privateers, fee. of the other party, in order to prevent mif- 
chief, the latter Hull keep out of the reach of the guns, though it will be lawful for them to 
fend their boats to board the above laid merchantmen, not fuffering above two or three men. 
at a time to get on board to them. The mafter or commander of the laid ihip, lhall prefent 
his paffports, conformably to the tenor hereafter recited. After which, the faid Ihip, or mer¬ 
chantman, lhall be at full liberty to continue its voyage, without being fearchcd, chafed, or 
obliged to alter its courfe, or otherwife molcftcd, under any pretence wl itfoever. 

“ XXXllT. It is farther agreed, that all goods and effeds whatever, being once put on 
board of a Ihip, or {hips, belonging to either of the contrafling parties, lhall not be liable to 
a fccond viiit, or fcarch, after having undergone that which muft precede the lading of fuch 
Ihips; as all prohibited goods muft be flopped on the very fpot, before they arc fuffered to be 
carried on board the Ihips belonging to either jrarty ; the lame not being liable to any other 
kind of embargo for the aforefaid caufe. And the lubjefls of cither ftate, where fuch effeds 
{hall, or lliould have been loized upon, lhall be punilhed for importing the fame, according 
to the manner provided by the laws, cuftoms, and ordinances of his own native country. 

“ XXXIV. The 
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5780 “ XXXIV. The contra&ing parties mutually agree, that they fltall be at liberty to have 

their refpc&ive confuls, vicc-confuls, cotnmrffarics, ar\d other agents, appointed by, and for 
each party. Their fun&ions and officers fhall be regulated by a particular convention, when¬ 
ever either of the contratting powers ffiall think proper to appoint fuch officers, 

* Here follows the form of the paffport and certificate, the intention and purport of which, 
are fufficiently explained in the thirtieth article pf this treaty.” 

This difeovery gave fo much and fuch juft offence to our court, that Sir Jofepli Yorke, on 
the tenth of November, prefented the following memorial to the States General. 

“ The King, my matter, has, through the whole courfc of his reign, fliewed the moft 
iiucere defire to preferve the union which has fubfifted upwards of a century, between his 
crown and the republic. This union is founded bn the durable balls of a reciprocal intereft, 
and as it has greatly contributed to the welfare of broth nations, the natural enemy both of the 
one and the other is ufing his utmoft policy to deftroy it; and for fotue time paft his endea¬ 
vours have been but too fuccefsful, being fupported by a la£1 ion that aims at domineering over 
the republic, and which is at all times ready to lacrifiec the general intereft to their own 
private views. 

“ The King has beheld, with equal regret and furprife, the fmall effeft which his repeated 
claims for the ftipulated fuccours, and the reprefentations of his ambaflador on the daily viola¬ 
tion of the moft folemn engagements, have produced. 

“ His Majefty’s moderation has induced him to attribute this conduft of your High Migh- 
tineffes to intrigues of a prevailing fafbion; and he would ftill perfuade himfelf, that your juf- 
ticc and difeernment will determine you to fulfil your engagements towards him, and to prove 
by your whole conduft, that you arc refolvcd vigoroufly to adhere to the fyflem formed by the 
wifdonr of your anceftors, which is the only one that can fecure the fafety and glory of the 
republic. 

“ The anfvver which your High Mightincfles return to this declaration, which the undcr- 
figned makes by the exprefs order of his court, will be confidcrcd as the toucliftone of your 
intentions and fentiments refpe&ing the King. 

“ For a long time part the King has had innumerable indications of the dangerous defigns 
' of an unruly cabal; but the papers of Mr. Laurens, who ftilcs himfelf Prefident of the pre¬ 
tended Congrefs, furniilres the difeovery of a plot, unexampled in all the annals of the repub¬ 
lic. It appears by thefe papers, that the gentlemen of Amfterdam have been engaged in a clan- 
deftine corrcfpondence with the American rebels, from the month of Auguft, 1778, and that 
inftruftions and full powers had been given by them for the concluficn of a treaty of indifput- 
able amity, with thofc rebels, who are the "fubjeas of a fovereign to whom tire republic is 
united by the elefeft engagements. The authors of this plot do not even attempt to deny it, 
but, on the contrary, vainly endeavour to juftify their condudL 

“ In thefe circumftanccs, his Majefty, relying on thc.equity of your High Mightincffcs, 
demands a formal difavowaloffuch irregular condudt, which is no lefs contrary to your moft 
facred engagements, than to the fundamental laws of the conftitution of Batavia. The King 
demands equally a prompt fatisfaftion proportioned to the offence, and an exemplary punilh- 
rnent on the Pcnfioner Van Berkel, and his accomplices, as difturbers of tire public peace, and 
violators of the law of nations. 

“ His Majefty perfuades himfelf, that tbe anfwer of your High Mightmcffes will be fpeedy 
and fetisfedtory in all refpefts; but Ihould the contrary,happen; if you Ihould refufe fo. juft a 

demand, 
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1780 demand, or endeavour to elude it by filance which will be regarded as a refufal, then the King 
cannot but confider the republic itfelf, as approving of thofe outrages which they refule to dis¬ 
avow and to punifh ; and, after fuch conduft, his Majefty will find himfelf under the necdlity 
of taking thofe meafures, which the prefcrvation of his own dignity, and the chernial intcrefls 
of his people demand. (Signed,) 

* '"Joseph York e.” 

No immediate anfwer being given by the States General to this memorial, the demand con¬ 
tained in it was preffedby the Britifh ambaffador in repeated conferences ; and, on the 12th of 
December, he prefented a fecond memorial, which concludes in the following manner. 

“ In deliberating upon that memorial, to which the undcr-figned here requires an immediate 
and fatisfaftory anfwer ih every refpeft, your High Mightineffes will doubtkfs confider, that 
the affair is of the laft importance j 'that it relates to the complaint of an offended iovercign ; 
that the offence, for which he demands an exemplary punifhment, and a complete latisfaftion, 
is a violation of the Batavian conftitution, of which the King is a guarantee ; an infraction of 
the public faith ; an attempt againff the dignity of his crown. The King has never imagined, 
that your High Mightinefics had approved* of a treaty with his rebellious fubjeftsthat had 
been raifing the buckler on your part, and would have been a declaration of war. But the of¬ 
fence has been committed by the mag ill rates of a city, which makes a confiderable part of the 
{late; and it belongs to the fovcrcign power to punifh and give latisfaftion for it. 

" His Majefty, by the complaints made by his ambaffador, has placed the punifhment and 
the reparation in the hands of your High Mightinefics ; and it will not be till the lafl extre¬ 
mity, that is to fay, in the cafe of a denial of jullicc, or of filcnce, which mult be interpreted 
as a refufal, that the King will take them upon himfelf.” 

To this memorial no other anfwer was given, than it would be taken into confideratiou 
according to the ufages and forms cuftomary in fuch matters, and that a reply would be given 
as foon as the nature of their government would admit. Thk anfwer, however, not proving 
fatisfaftory to the court of Great Britain, it came to the refolution of recalling the Britifh am- 
baffador from the Hague, and of proceeding to immediate lioflilities againfl the fubjefts of the 
United Provinces ; and, on the 20th of December, the following manifefto was publifhed. 

“ George R. 

“ Through the whole courfc of our reign, our conduft towards the States General of the 
United Provinces has been that of afinccre friend and faithful ally. Had they adhered to thofe 
wife principles which ufed to govern the republic, they mull have Ihewn themfclves cqually 
folicitous to maintain the frieudfhip which has fo long iubfified between the two nations, and 
■which is effential to the interefts of both: but, from the prevalence of a faftion devoted to 
France, and following the diftates of that court, a very different policy has prevailed. 1 he 
return made to our friendfhip, for fome time paft, has been an open contempt of the molt 
foletnn engagements, and a repeated violation of the public faith. On the commencement of 
the defenfivc war, in which we found ourfelves engaged by the aggreffion of France, we ilicw- 
cd a tender regard for the interefts of the States General, and a define ot fecurmg to their fub¬ 
jefts every advantage-of trade, confiftent with the great and juft principle ot our own defence. 
Our arabaflador was inftrufted to offer a friendly negociation, to obviate every thing that 
might lead to difagreeabie difeuffion ; and to this offer folemnty made by him to the States 
General, rite fecond of November, 1778, no attention was paid. Alter the number of our 
enemies incrcafcd by the aggreffion of Spain, equally unprovoked with that of France, we 
Vol. IV. R r teund 
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1780 found it neceffary to call upon the States General for the performance of their engagements-. 
The fifth article of the perpetual defensive alliance bertveen our crown and the States General, 
concluded at Weft mi niter the third of March, 1678, befides the general engagements for fuc- 
co^rs, exprefsly ftipulates, “ That that party of the two allies which is not attacked, fltall be 
obliged to break with the aggreflor in two months after the party attacked lhail require it.” 
Yet two years have palled without the leaft affiftance given to us, without a Angle fyliable in 
anfwerto our repeated demands. So totally regardlefs have the States been of their treaties 
with us, that they readily promifed our enemies to obl'ervc a neutrality in direfl; contradiition 
to thofe engagements; and whillt they have with-hcld from us the fuccours they were bound 
to furnifh, every fecret affiftance has been given the enemy; and inland duties have been taken 
off, for die foie purpofe of facilitating the carriage of naval ftores to France*” 

“ In direfl and open violation of treaty, they fuffered an American pirate to remain fevcral 
weeks in one of their ports, and even permitted a-part of'his crew to mount guard in a fort in 
the Texel. In the Eaft Indies, the fubjc&s of the States General, in concert with France, 
have endeavoured to raife up enemies againft us. In the Weft Indies, particularly at St. 
Euftatia, every proteflion and affiftance has been given to our rebellious fubjeffs. Their pri¬ 
vateers are openly received in the Dutch harbours; allowed to refit there; fupplied with arms 
and ammunition ; their crews recruited ; their prizes brought in and fold ; and all this in direct 
violation of as clear and folemn ftipulations as can lie made. 

“ This conduft, fo inconfiftcnt with all good faith, fo repugnant to the fenfe of the wifeft 
part of the Dutch nation, is chiefly to be aferibed to the prevalence of the leading magiftrates 
of Amfterdam, whole fecret correfpondcnce with our rebellious fubje&s was fufpefled, long 
before it was made known by the fortunate difeovery of a treaty, the firft article of which is. 

* There lhail be a firm, inviolable, and uuivetfal peace and fincere friendfliip, between their 

* High Mightincfles the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, and the United 
‘ States of North America, and the fubjefts and people of the faid parties; and between the 

* countries, iflands, cities and towns, fituated under the jurildiflion of the faid United States 
4 of Holland, and the faid United States of America, and the people and inhabitants thereof, 

* of every degree, without exception of perfons and places.’ This treaty was figned in Sep¬ 
tember, 1778, by the exprefs order of the Penfionary of Atnfterdam, and other principal nu- 
giftrates of that city. They now not only avow tire whole tranfa&ion, but glory in it, and 
exprefsly fay, even to the States General, that what they did, 4 was what their indifpenfahlc 

* duty required.’ In the meantime, the States General declined to give any anfwcr to the 
memorial prefented by our ambaflador; and this refufal was aggravated by their proceeding 
upon other bufinefs, nay, upon the confidcration of this very fubjeft to internal purposes; 
and, while they found it impoffibie to approve the conduft of their fubjcdls, they Hill induf- 
trioufly avoided to give us the fatisfadlion fo manifeftly due. 

“ We had every right to expedt, that fuch a difeovery would have roufed them to a juft in¬ 
dignation at the infult offered to us and to themfelvcs; and that they would have been eager 
to give us full and ample fatisfaftion for the offence, and to irifiift the fevereft puniftmicnt 
upon the offenders. The urgency of the bufinefs, made an inftant anfwer effential to the 
honour and fafety of this country. The demand was accordingly prefled by our ambaflador 
in repeated conferences with the minifters; and, in a fecond memorial, it was prefled withal! 
the carneftnefs which could proceed from our ancient friendfhip, and the fenfe of recent in¬ 
juries ; 
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1780 juries; and the anfwer now given to a memorial on fuch a fubjeft, delivered about five weeks 
ago, is, ‘ That the States have taken it ad referendum.' Such an anfwer, upon fuch an occa- 
lion, could only be dictated by the fixed purpolc of hoflility meditated, and already rcfolvcd 
by the States, induced by the offenfive councils of Amftcrdam thus to countenance the hoftile 
aggreflion, which the magiftrates of that city have made in the name of the republic. 

“ There is an end to the faith of all ncities with them, if Amftcrdam may ufurp the fovcrcign 
power, may violate thole treaties with impunity, by pledging tire States to engagements diredlly 
contrary, and leaguing the republic with the rebels of a fovcrcign to whom ihc is bound by the 
doled ties. An infraftion of the law of nations, by the meaneft member of any country, 
gives the injured ftate a right to demand fatisfaclion and punilhment: how much more fo, 
when the injury complained of is a flagrant violation of public faith, committed by leading and 
predominant members in the ftate ? Since then the fatisfa&ion we have demanded is not given, 
we mull, though moll reluftantiy, do ourfelvcs that juftice which we cannot otherwife obtain : 
we mull confidcr the States General as parties in the injury which they will not repair, as 
fiiarcrs in the aggrclTion which they refufe to puniih, and mull aft accordingly. We have, 
therefore, ordered our ambaflkdor to withdraw from the Hague, and lhall immediately purfuc 
fuch vigorous mcafures as the occalion fully jufiifics, and our dignity and the elfential intcrcfts 
of our people require. From a regard to the Dutch nation at large, we wifli it were palfible to 
direft thofc mcafures wholly againft Amftcrdam : liht this caimot be, unlcfs the States Geticial 
will immediately declare, that Amftcrdam Ilia!!, on this occafion, receive no atfiftaucc from 
them, but be left to abide the confcqncnccs of its aggrclTion. 

“ While Atnfterdam is fullered to prevail in the general councils, and is backed by the 
ftrength of the State, it is inipoiitble to refill lb confiderable a part, without contending witii 
’ the whole. But wc are too fen hide of the common interetls of both countries, not to re¬ 
member, in the midll ot fuch a conteft, that the only point to be aimed at by us, is to raife.a 
difpofition in the councils of the republic to return to our ancient union, by giving us that 
fatisfa£tion for the pall and fccurity for the future, which we Jhall be as ready to receive as 
they can be to oiler, and to the attainment of which we fliall direct all our operations. We 
mean only to provide for our own lccurity, by defeating the dangerous deligns that have been 
formed againft us. We fliall ever be dil'pofed to return to fricndfhip with the States General, 
when they lincerely revert to that fyftein which the wifdom of their anceftors formed, arid 
which lias now been fubverted by a powerful faction, confpiring with Fiance againft the true 
intcrcfts of the republic, no lei's than againft thofe of Great Britain.” 

“ G. R.” 

Thus another enemy was added to the formidable combination already fubfifting againft this 
country; an enemy, whofe proximity and maritime ftrength greatly inercafed the dangeis 
with which Great Britain was already furrounded. It was not, however, without the uttuoft 
aftonilhment, that the politicians of Europe beheld a connection formed between the Houfe 
of Bourbon and the United Provinces. The very great inconvcniencies to which they expof- 
ed thcmfelves, by fuch a meafurc, were manifeft, while the utility refulting from it was very 
problematical. In the opinion of the unprejudiced, it feerned, at bell, to produce but a mo¬ 
mentary advantage, and threatened to fubje£t them to uiladvantagcs in future, which would 
more than counterbalance any prefent benefit they might derive from it. T heir alliance with 
America was confidcrcd, at the fame time, as a meafure dictated by the intrigues of France, 
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1780 and taken up in a fit of refentment for the obftru&ions they had met with in the profee ution 
of tlieir commercial fchemes with both: thus, inftcad of attending to the eflentkl and long 
cftablilhcd maxims of their policy, they were led away by the private views of their merchants 
and traders, whofe tranfient benefit was unhappily confulted in preference to the permanent 
intereft of the State. 

The greater part of the Englifh nation feemeef to approve of the conduft of government on 
this occafion, and to think that the behaviour of the Dutch, at the prefent crifis, rendered 
hoftilities juftifiable and neceflary. But there were many, alfo, who thought, that a war with 
Holland was an evil of too great magnitude to be haftily undertaken; efpecially at a time, 
when Great Britain had already fo many enemies to contend with ; who confidered the injury 
and the diminution which the Englifh commerce mull fuftain from a rupture with Holland, 
and who thought, that the conduct of the Britilh miniftry in this tranfaQion, had not been 
chara&erizcd by that wifdom and moderation, which 1‘cemed to be indifpenfably requiiite in 
the prefent very critical and dangerous fituation of the affairs of Great Britain. 

On the fifth of Oftober, in this year, his Majefty’s veffels the Refolution and the Difcovery 
anchored at the Nore, from the celebrated voyage of circumnavigation which has done fo 
much honour to the mind that projefted, the nation that encouraged, and the naval officers 
that executed it. Captain Cook, who conduced it with fo much fortitude, perfevcrance and 
ability, unfortunately for his country, loft his life in the courfe of it. But, in a work of a 
commercial nature, we lhould be very juftly accufed of inattention to its principal objeft, if 
the difeoveries made in the feveral voyages undertaken by this great navigator, were to pafs 
unnoticed by us. We lhall, therefore, give a Ihort abftrafl of them. 

At the clofe of the year 1767, it was refolved by the Royal Society, that it would be proper 
to fend perfons into fome part of the South Sea, to obferve a tranfit of the planet Venus’over 
the funs dilk, which, according to aftronomical calculation, would happen in the year 1769; 
and, that the ifiands called Marquefas de Mendoza, or thofe of Rotterdam or Amftcrdam, were 
the propereft places then known for making fuch obfervation. In confequcnce of thefe refo- 
lotions, it was recommended to his Majefty, in a memorial from the Society, dated February, 
1768, that he would be pleafed to order foch an obfervation to be made; upon which his Ma¬ 
jefty fignified to the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty his pleal'ure, that a Ihip lhould be 
provided to carry fuch obfervers, as the Society fhould think fit, to the South Seas -, and, ac¬ 
cordingly, a veffel of 370 tons was prepared for that purpofe. It was named the Endeavour, 
and commanded by Captain James Cook, who was foon after, by the Royal Society, appoint¬ 
ed with Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long been an affiftant to Dr. Bradley, at the 
Royal Obfervatory at Greenwich, to obferve the tranfit. Captain Cook accordingly fet fail 
from Plymouth on the a6tb of Auguft, 1768, accompanied in his voyage by Sir Jofeph Banks, 
the prefent Prefident of the Royal Society, and Dr. Solander. They made no difcovery till 
they got within the Tropics, where they fell in with Lagoon Illand, two groups of Blands, 
Bird Illand, and Chain lfiand, and they arrived, on the 13th of April, 1769, at Owheite, 
where they had been inftrufted to make their obfervations, as a more proper place for the pur¬ 
pofe than thofe which had been firft fuggefted. During their ftay at that illand, they had the 
opportunity of making very accurate enquiries relative to its produce and inhabitants, and, on 
the 4th of June, the whole pallage of the planet Venus over the fun’s dilk was obferved by 
them, with gteat advantage. The refult of their obfervations may be found in the Philofo- 



OP THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE* 


780 phical Tranfa&ions. After his departure from Otaheite, Captain Cook difcovered and vifitcd 
the Society Iflands and Ohctcroa, and thence proceeded to the fouth till he arrived in the lati¬ 
tude of 40 degrees, 22 minutes; longitude 147 degrees, 29 minutes, W.; and afterwards 
made an accurate furvey of New Zealand. In November, he difcovered a chain of iflands, 
which he called Barrier Iflands. He afterwards proceeded to New Holland, and from thence 
to New Guinea ; and in September, 177a, arrived at the ifland of Savu, from whence he pro¬ 
ceeded to Batavia, and from thence round the Cape of Good Hope to England, where he ar¬ 
rived on the 12th of June, 1771. 

Soon after Captain Cook’s return home in the Endeavour, it was refolved to equip two 
flaps in order to make further difeoveries in the fouthern hemifpherc. Accordingly the Re- 
folution and Adventure were appointed for that purpofc, the firft was commanded by Captain 
Cook, and the latter by Captain Tobias Furneaux. They failed from Plymouth Sound on 
the 13th of July, 1772, and, on the 29th of the fame month, arrived at the ifland of Madeira. 
From thence they proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope; and in February, 1773, arrived at 
New Zealand, having fought hi vain for a fouthern continent. In that month the Rc-folution 
and Adventure feparated, in confcqucnce of a thick fog, but joined company again in Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound, on the 18th of May following. In Auguft they arrived at Otaheite, and 
in September they difcovered Hervey’s Ifland. On the 2d of O&obcr they came to Middle- 
burgh, one of the Friendly Ifles, and about the clofc of that month, the two lhip3 were again 
feparated and did not join company any more. Captain Cook, however, proceeded in the 
Refolution, in order to make difeoveries in the fouthern polar regions, but was flopped in his 
progrefs by the ice, in the latitude of 71 degrees, 10 minutes fouth; longitude 106 degrees, 
54 minutes weft. lie then proceeded to Eafter Ifland, where he arrived in March, 1774, 
where he did alio in the fame month at the Marquefas Iflands. He afterwards difcovered four 
Iflands, which he named Pallifer’s Iflands, and again fleered for Otaheite, where he arrived 
on the 22d of April, and vifited the neighbouring ifles. In Auguft he came to the New He¬ 
brides, fome of which were fhft difcovered by him : alter leaving tiiefc iflands, lie fleered to 
the fouthward for a few days and difcovered New Caledonia. Having (urveyed the fouth weft 
coafl of this ifland, Captain Cook fleered again for New Zealand, in order to refrefh his crew, 
Ac. and put his fhip in a condition to encounter the dangers attending the navigation in the 
high fouthern latitudes. Direfling his courle to the fouth call, after leaving New Zealand, 
till li6 arrived in the latitude of 55 degrees, 6 minutes fouth; longitude 138 degrees, 56 
minutes weft, without meeting with any continent, Captain Cook gave up all hopes of dif- 
covcring any jn this ocean ; and, therefore, came to a refolution to fleer dircfUy for the weft 
entrance of the Straits of Magellan, with a view of coafting and furvey ing the outermoft or fouth 
fide of Terra del Fuego. Keeping, accordingly, in about the latitude of 53 or 55 > anc ^ fleering 
nearly caft, he arrived off the weflern mouth of the Straits of Magellan, without meeting with 
any thing remarkable in his new courfc. In January, 177 he difcovered a large and dreary 
ifland, to which he gave the name of South Georgia. He afterwards difcovered various capes 
and elevated fnow-clad coafts, to the moil fouthern part of which he gave the name of the 
Southern Thule, as being the neareft land to that Pole which had been yet difcovered. In 
February, he difcovered Sandwich Land and (everal iflands covered with fnow. He then pro¬ 
ceeded round the Cape of Good Hope to England, where he arrived on the 30th of July, 1775. 
Captain Furneaux had returned to England in the Adventure a year before. As to Captain 
Cook, in the courfe of his voyage in the Refolution, he had made the circuit of the fouthern 
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1780 ocean in an high latitude, and had traverfcd it in fueh a manner, as to leave not the leall room 
for poffibility of there being a fouthern continent, unlefs near the Pole and out of the reach 
of navigation. It deferves alfo to be remembered, in honour of that able commander Captain 
Cook, that, with a company of 118 men, he performed this voyage of three years and eighteen 
days, throughout all the climates from 52 degrees north, to 71 degrees fouth, with the lofs of 
only one man by ficknefs; which extraordinary circuftancc arofe from the great humanity of 
that officer, and his uncommon care and attention to the health of his crew. 

Another voyage of difeovery, and the laft, was performed by Captain Cook and Captain 
Clcrke, in the Refolution and Difeovery, during the years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779, &c. ‘in 
fearch of a north weft paflage between the continents of Alia and America. After they had 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, they proceeded from thence to New Holland. In their 
■courfe they difeovered two illands, which Captain Cook called Prince Edward’s Hies. The 
largeft, about 15 leagues in circuit, is in latitude 46, 53 fouth, longitude 37, 46. The other, 
about nine leagues in circuit, latitude 46, 40, and longitude 38, 8 eaft, both barren andalinoft 
covered with fnow. From New Holland they went to New Zealand, and afterwards vifited 
the Friendly and Society Ifles. On the 7th of February, being nearly in latitude 44 degrees, 
33 minutes north, and longitude 235 degrees, 36 minutes eaft, they faw part of the American 
continent bearing north call. They afterwards difeovered King George’s Sound, which is 
lituatcd on the north weft coalt of America, and is extenflve ; that part of it where the Ihips 
under the command of Captain Cook anchored, is in latitude 49 degrees, 36 minutes north, 
and longitude 233 degrees, 28 minutes eaft. On the 12th of May, they difeovered Sandwich 
Sound in latitude 59 degrees, 54 minutes north. They afterwards proceeded to the Iftand 
Unalafchka; and, after their departure from thence, ftill continued to trace the American 
coaft, till they difeovered the Strait which feparates it from the continent of Alia. They palled 
the Strait, arid arrived, on the 2Cth of Auguft, 1778, in latitude 70 degrees, 54 minuter, 
longitude 194 degrees, 55 minutes, where they found themfclves furrounded with ice, and the 
farther they proceeded to the eaftvvard, they found the ice iucreafc in refiftance and firmnefs. 
They continued labouring among the ice till the 25th, when it was refolvcd, that as this paf- 
fage was impracticable for any ufelul purpofe of navigation, which was the great objeft of the 
voyage, it ftiould be profecuted no farther. The voyage, indeed, afforded fufficient evidence, 
that no pra&icable paflage exifts between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans towards the north, 
and it alfo afeertained the weftern boundaries of the great continent of America. On their re¬ 
turn, this celebrated and able navigator Captain Cook was killed in an affray with the natives, 
on the Hlandof O’why’hce, one of the Sandwich Ifles, on the 14th of February, 1779, leaving 
a name to b'c enrolled with Columbus and Vafqucz dc Gama, with Magellan, Dampicr and 
Anfon. After the death of Captain Cook, the command devolved on Captain Clerke, who 
died at fea on his return to the foutliward, on the 22d of Auguft, 1779. 

Perhaps, no fcience ever received greater additions from the labours of a Angle mail, than 
geography has done from thofe of Captain Cook, In his firft voyage to the South Spas, ho 
difeovered the Society Ulands ; determined the infularity of New Zealand; difeovered the 
ftraits which feparated the two illands and are called after his name, and made a complete furvey 
-of both. He afterwards explored the eaftern coaft of New Holland, hitherto unknown, an 
extent of 27 degrees of latitude, or upwards of 2,000 miles. 

In liis fecond expedition, he refolvcd the great problem of a fouthern continent, having 
traverfcd that hcmifphere in fuch a manner, as not to leave a poflibility of its exiftcnce, unlel. 

near 
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1780 near the Pole and out of the reach of navigation. During this voyage, he difeovered New 
Caledonia, the largeft ifland in the Southern Pacific Ocean, except New Zealand ; the ifland 
of Georgia, and an unknown coaft, which he named Sandwich Land, the Thule of the fouth- 
ern hemrfphere; and, having vifited the tropical feas, he fettled the lituation of the old, and 
made feveral new difeoveries. 

♦ 

But the lafl voyage is diftinguifhed, above all the reft, by the extent and importance of its 
difeoveries. Befides feveral fmallcr iflands in the Southern Pacific, he difeovered to the north 
of the cquinodtial line, the group called the Sandwich lilands, which, from their lituation and 
productions, bid fairer for becoming an object of confequence in the fyftcm of European na¬ 
vigation, than any other difeovery in the South Sea. He afterwards explored what had hither¬ 
to remained unknown of the weftern coaft of America, from the latitude of 43 to 70 north, 
containing an extent of 3,500 miles ; afeertained the proximity of the two great continents of 
Afia and America, palled the flraits between them, and furveyed the coafts on each fide to fuch 
an height of northern latitude, as to demonftrate the inxpradlicability of a paflage in that he- 
mifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, cither by an eaftern or a weftern courfe. 
Jn fhort, if we except the fea of Amur and the Japanefe Archipelago, which ftill remain irn- 
pcrfedUy known to Europeans, he has completed the hydrography of the habitable globe. But 
this is not all; it was referved for Captain Cook, and it is by no means the leaft part of his 
renown, to prove to the world, by repeated trials,' that voyages may be protiadted to the un- 
ufual length of even three or four years, in unknown regions, and under every change and 
rigour of jrlimate, not only without affedting the health, but even without diminifhing the 
probability of life, in the finallcft degree. 

The following arc the variations of the public fundi during this year, with the highcfl and 
loweft prices arranged oppoiite to each month. 
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gz© AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION, 

A. n. 

i 780 The following is an exadt account of the annual fupply of fugar which has been refined or 
confumcd raw, in England, for the laft fifty years, difijnguilhing each year. 


Tears. 

Cwt. 


Tears. 

Cwt. 

Tears. 

Cwt. 

* 73 *. 

722.445 

— 

1748, 

866,141 

— 1765. 

1,074,467 

i 732 » 

700,940 

— 

* 749 . , 

•805,313 

— 1766, 

*,372,480 

* 733 * 

899,510 

— 

1750, * 

• 807,471 

— 1767, 

*. 313,347 

* 734 . 

650,747 

— 

* 75 *. 

782,167 

— 1768, 

1,382,929 

* 735 . 

833.740 

— ' 

* 752 , 

789 , 3 8 9 

— *769, 

1,282,935 

* 73 6 » 

819,022 

— 

* 753 , 

9 S 8 . 37 * 

— * 770 , 

*. 577 . 17 * 

* 737 . 

510,121 

— 

* 754 . 

816,304 

— 177 *. 

1,254,926 

* 73 8 > 

814,815 

— 

* 755 . 

1,072,305 

— * 772 , 

1,569,826 

* 739 . 

887,924 

*— 

* 756 , 

852,994 

— * 773 , 

*. 57 i. 5 6 9 

1740, 

639,803 

— 

* 757 . 

1,138,423 

— * 774 . 

*, 777 . 4*4 

* 74 *» 

817,674 

— 

1758, 

914,707 

- * 775 . 

1,640,698 

1 742 . 

681,179 

— 

* 759 . 

1,030,066 

— 1776, 

1,478,14a 

* 743 . 

744,008 

— 

1760, 

1,202,614 

— * 777 . 

*. 207,097 

* 744 . 

666,213 

— 

1761, 

1,128,013 

— 1778, 

1,324,140 

* 745 . 

472,052 

— 

1762, 

1,120,821 

— * 779 - 

*. 378,337 

1746, 

642,523 

— 

* 7 6 3 » 

*. 3 S°, 45 6 

— 1780, 

1,221,79; 

* 747 . 

55 6 .523 

— 

1764, 

1,246,890 



An account of corn 

and grain exported from 

, and imported into England and Scotland. 


EXPORTE D. 



IMPORTED. 

• 1780. 

BritiJ?) 

Foreign 


1780. 

Quarters. 

England. 

Sirs. 

Sirs. 


England. 


"Wheat, 

— 

63,240 

7,067 


Wheat, — 

1,662 

Wheat Flour, 

* 36,939 

932 


Wheat Flour, 

1.378 

Rye, 

— 

6,305 

—— 


Barley, — 

35 2 

Barley, 

— 

32.956 

2,407 


Oats, — 

189,964 

Malt, 

— 

* 35,°77 

— 


Oatmeal, — 

61a 

Oats, 

— 

8,904 

8,726 


Beans, — 

7,406 

Oatmeal, 

, — 

916 

449 


Peas, — 

* 7 . 7*9 

Beans, 

—• 

12,554 

2,357 




Peas, 

— 

3 > 5*7 

3 ,* 3 * 




Scotland. 




Scotland. 


Wheat, 

— 

773 

— 


Wheat Flour, — 

873 

Wheat Flour, 

15,101 

— 


Oats, —- 

4,667 

Barley and Bear, 

18,706 

— 




Malt, 

— 

2 , 4*5 

— 




Oats, 

— 

3,330 

— 




Oatmeal. 

, 

4,696 

— 




Peas and Beans, 

1,380 

— 






cwt. 

qrs. lb. 


cwt. qrs. lb. 

Bifcuit, 

— 

12,613 

* *3 

Bifcuit, — 284 0 17 


'The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 70,513!. 10s. 6-JcL 
The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, was 7,2321. 3s. 6|d. 

The duties on corn imported into England* was 1,067!. 1 id.; and in Scotland, to 601.1 is. old. 

The 
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I78O 


321 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Winchefter bufhel, this 
year, were: wheat, 4s. 5)d*; rye, 2s. 9dJ.; barley, 2s. i|d.; oats, is. 7^d.; beans, 2s. g£d. 

An account of coals imported into the port of London for ten years, ending at Chriftmas 
* 779 * 


Tears. 

Chaldrons. 

Tears. 

Chaldrons. 

1770 

- 6 iS. 33 0 

i 775 - 

- 672,785 

1771 

- 694,003 

1776 - 

- 700,207 

1772 

- 7 2 5 > 9°8 

1777 - 

- 694,437 

1 773 

- 624,781 

1778 - 

- 647,361 

1774 

- 623,727 

1779 - 

■ 587 . 89 S 


Of faltcd provisions, there were exported from England alone, during the courfs of this 
year, as follows: 

Trifh beef, >— — 9,844 Barrels. 

Ivifh pork, — — 3,471 Ditto. 

Englifli beef and pork, — 4,480 Ditto. 

Englifli bacon, — — 3,369 Flitches. 

Englifli tripe, — — *,582 Kegs. 


Of pickled fifli, there were exportod from England alone,— 

Red herrings, —- ' 1,816 Barrels. 

White ditto, — — 7,281 Ditto. 

Salmon, — — 109 Ditto. 

Pilchards, — — i,iBS Hogfheads. 


Of butter, cheefc, and beer, there were exported from England only,— 

Jrifli butter, — 9,844 Hundred-weight. 

Englifli ditto, — 274 I’irkins. 

Englifli cheefc, — 3,660 Hundred-weight. 

Beer, — *— 2,042 Tuns. 


Of wheat-flour, oat-mcal, bread, barley, peas, beans, &c. there were exported to the Brituh 


Weft Indies, from England,-— 
Wheat-flour, 

— 

35,907 Quarters. 

Oat-meal, — 

— 

758 Ditto. 

Bread, — 

— 

32,587 Hundred-weight. 

Barley, — 

— 

256 Quarters. 

Peas, —- 

— 

1,116 Ditto. 

Beans, — 

— 

12,291 Ditto. 

Oats, — 

— 

8,006 Ditto. 

Wheat, — 


1,146 Ditto. 

Rye, — 

— 

i, 116 Ditto. 


In this year, 130 bounty vcflels were at the fifhery in Lough Swilly, which is the principal 
herring fifliery in Ireland : they expended, in the cure of fifh, 1,708 tons 01 fall, which fait 
cured in bulk, (allowing 30 maize, or 15,000 fifh, to one ton of fait) 51,240 maize. Seventy- 
one vellels alfo from Liverpool and the Ille of Man, purchafed cargoes in Lough Swilly lor 
their red-henririg houfes. 

Vol. IV. S f The 
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i;8o- The number ol Ihips which were employee! from England in the whale-fishery, to Davis’s 
Straits am! the Uteenland leas, in the couri'e of this year, amounted to 52 :—The bounty at 
per ton. 

1 lie number ol fillips lions Holland in the lame trade, amounted, during the fame period, 
to eighty-two. 

Ol woollen cloths, there were imported into Ireland from Great Britain in this year. 

Old drapery, — — 64,34b Yards. 

New drapery, — 159,428 Ditto. 

Total yards, __ 223,774 

The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal, in the year ending the 
25th of March, 1780, amounted to 157.396 yards, plain and coloured. 

The find export entry oi woollen from Ireland, at the cuflom-liovde, Dublin, linec the 
reftriftions on the trade of that kingdom were taken off, was made by William Worthington, 
Efi). of 1300 yaids of Urge, for Lilbon. 

c - 3 ‘ W’c have here annexed a Chronological Account of Comm fr.ee in this 
Island, from the Rcftoration to the year 17 So inclufivc which exhibits a clearer view of 
the weakuefs of its commencement, the ftnigglcs of its prog refs, and the greatnefs of its pic- 
fcrit maturity, than has yet been done. For this account, as well as for much ul'd’ul inflruc- 
tion, we arc indebted to the excellent publications of Mr. Chalmers. 

In the. fir ft column of this tabic may be fceri the various epochs, beginning with the Kcfto- 
ration, whence certainty may he (aid to commence, and ending with the year 1780. The 
fecond column gives the tonnage of the (hipping that lucccffivcly failed front England, uif- 
tinguiihhig the Euglifh from the foreign, in order to find, in the amount of each, the faint uy 
eftefls of the aft of navigation. The third column contains the value of the nictclun.dn-v 
lent out, that the extent of the cargoes may be compared with the quantity of tonnage winch 
carried them : and though the Scotch tonnage could not be adjoined, the value of the Scotch 
exports is added, becanfe every one finds a gratification in extending his views. The fourth 
< oiumn exhibits the 1 ciAlt of our exports and imports compared, which forms what has ho n 
denominated the balance of trade. Thefiftbcolumnftat.es the nett cuftoms, as far as they 
could be afeertamed, which our foreign commerce has yielded at different periods; hecanft-. 
while the detail gratifies curiofity, it furnifhrs no defpicablc proof of the profperity o; do. line 
cf our traffic. And the latt column contains, what may be regarded as the refult of the uhoi., 
the funis which have been coined in England duiing every reign ; lince “ the mint,” a. nr 
Robert Cotton exprefits it, “ is tlie pulll: of the commonwealth,” 

O11 the 26th of December died, in the 75th year of his age, Thomas Hope, Efq. \vt;i 
known, in the trading world, as one of the firft commercial chat a fieri; any age has produced 
He. was defeetided from the elder branch of the firniilv of Hope in Scotland, and by an unre- 
mitted exertion of great natural talents, and the practice of unvarying integrity, he railed the 
c redit and affluence of the houic at Amfterdam, which continues to bear his name, to fuch an 
b'-ight as perhaps was never attained by a bouie of trade in any country. 

'fiit following bills, relating to trade and commerce, received the royal alient in the comic 
nf this vear :— 

A bill for the better fupplying of his, Maj« fly’s navy with mariners, and fearacn to fctve on 
board trr.nlport (hips, &c. 

To 
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PUP ON 01 OGICAL ACCOUNT of COMMERCE in this ISLAND, from the Restoration to the Year 1780, inclufive. 
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To repeal fo much of an aft made in the 19th year of Henry VII. or of any other afts 
which prohibit the exportation of coin out of this realm into Ireland ; and fo much of certain 
afts which prohibit the importation of foreign hops into Ireland, and which take off the draw- 
Mlk upon hops exported from Great Britain to Ireland ; and to allow the importation into, 
and exportation from Ireland, of fuch goods as may he imported into, and exported front 
Great Britain, hv the merchants of England trading to the Levant Teas. 

To continue fcveral laws relating to the better fccuring the lawful trade of his Majefty’s 
fubjefls to and from the Eaft Indies, and for the more effe&ual preventing ail his Majelly’s 
1’uhjefts trading thither under foreign commillions, &c. 

For laying additional duties upon v, nie» and vinegar imported into this kingdom. 

To protect goods, &c, of the grpvth of the i(lands of Gienada and the Grenadines, on 
board neutral vcifds, bound to neutral ports, eluting the prelent Infinities. 

For allowing a bounty on the expoitatio.x of. Britilh corn and grain, in (hips' of any king¬ 
dom in amity with his Majefty. 

For laying fcveral additional duties on certain goods imported, into the Me of Man, and for 
the better regulating the trade, and fccuring the revenues of the laid itland. 

For continuing to the Eaft India Company the poff. (linn of the territorial acquiilrione and 
revenues in the Eaft Indies ; and alio for continuing certain regulations, for the better manage¬ 
ment of the affaits of that company. 

For appointing and enabling commilfionen. to examine the public accounts of the kingdom 
To prevent the carrying copper in (beets coalt-ways, Ac, 

To extend and encourage the Greenland lilhcrv. 

For regulating the drawbacks on the duty on coffee, fee. 

And for granting a reward to perfons di(covering the longitude. 

Soi*i't it s granted by i’atiiamcnt fur this year:— 

For 85,000 feamcn, including 18,770 marines, ordnance, Ac. 

F'or the ordinary of the navy, Ac. — — — 

'I nwards building and rcpaiiing (hips of war, — 

Towards difeharging the debt of the navy, — — 

For 35,005 land-forces, including 4,213 invalids, Ac, — 

For the pay of the general and ilaff-ofticers, Ac. — — 

F or maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom. 

For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 Median troops and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Ilanau and fubfidy, — 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and fubfidy, — 

F'or the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Attfpach, Ac. — 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zetbll, with the fubfidy, Ac. — 

For provifions for the foreign troops lerving in America, — 

For artillery for the foreign troops, —*• — 

For the militia, and four regiments of fcncibic men in North Britain, 

For the cloatbing of the militia, — — —* 


S f a 


Carried forward. 


l- 

-t. 

*4 

4,420,000 

0 

0 

8j,38* 

7 

6 

697,903 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

O 

946,-76 

3 

5 

44,875 

8 

0 

1,418,059 

1 

2 

56,228 

11 

1 I 1; 

367,89= 

*9 

4 

3So 10 

*9 

4 

*7,52‘J 

1 1 

9 

94A7 3 

12 

45* 

39 > 7 18 

18 

1* 

16,661 

6 

4i 

48, Sox 

10 

6 

27,74* 

10 

0 

653,926 

2 

0 

96,183 

4 

•2 

10,566,763 

6 

. *> 
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Brought over, J 

For additional militia companies, &c. to ditto for the year 1778, 

For the new levies ordered to be raifed for this year, — 

For the charge of Lieutenant Colonel Fullarton’s corps for 305 days, 
For ditto of Lieutenant Colonel Holroyd’s corps of light dragoons for 
366 days, — — — — — 

For ditto of Major General Rainsford’s regiment of foot for 305 days, 
For ditto of Lieutenant Colonel Humbcrfton’s corps for 305 days. 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Cliclfea Hofpital, &c. — 

For additional companies, &c. to the militia of South Britain, for 1780, 
To make good the deficiency on the pay of additional companies, &c. 
to the militia of South Britain, for 1779. — 1 — 

For the charge of the new levies, from their refpeftive eftablifhments, 
to the 24th of December, 1779, — — — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefly’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe : guards, &c. , — *— 

For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, &c. 

For l'erviccs performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1779, 

To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the fick and dcceafed pri- 
foners in the gaols of Middlefex, Wcftminfter, and Southwark, for near 
•four years, and for medicines for tlicir ufc, &c. — 

To the Levant Company, — — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 

To the Britilh Mufeum, ■■■ —— - - 

To make good to his Majefly the like fum iflued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in purfuance of the addrefles of the Houfe of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convifts on the Thames, 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 

On account of general furveys in North America, — 

Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfet Houfe, — 

For the civil eftablifhment of the ifland of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, ______ — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, __ __ — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

For repairing, &c. Britifh forts and fcttlcments on the coaft of Africa, 
Towards difeharging certain Exchequer bills, — 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, —- 

For ditto, — — — — 

For difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1779, — 


£- 

s. 


10,566,763 

6 

3 

8,943 

13 

8 

258,206 

18 

0 

8,623 

17 

6 

3* 1 79 

12 

6 

12,929 

9 

2 

8,623 

*7 

6 

87,718 

0 

0 

, 11,712 

9 

6 

468 

J 5 

8 

30,296 16 

8 

82,905 

2 

0 

608 

6 

6 

2,418,805 

18 

1 i'¬ 

458,136 

9 

ll 

591,466 

0 

11 

1,200 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

. 6,997 

4 

3 

3.500 

0 

0 

15,700 

0 

0 

14,348 

2 

9 

57.610 

12 

0 

1,832 

5 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

3.150 

0 

0 

2,866 

0 

0 

4»796 

0 

0 

3.950 

0 

0 

3,900 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

1,900,000 

0 

0 

490,000 

0 

0 


Carried over, 


19,607,538 18 8* 
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£• s ‘ 

Brought over, 19,607,538 18 8£ 
To replace to the finking fund the like fum paid out of the fame, to 

make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &c. 27 272 18 o x 

For ditto, - - - - or , 

Vnr - - 332.856 4 54. 

r or ditto, _ . _ _ , , , 

. , - 167,036 14 ij- 

1 0 111 ake g° od tiie deficiency of the grants for the fervice of the year 1779, 300,687 o 7 

To make good certain other deficiencies in the grants of ditto, 301,004 16 i*- 

Deficiency in the land-tax,, - - - 050,000 o o* 

Ditto 111 the malt-tax, — — — „ 


37,372 18 9f 
332,856 4 5^ 
167,036 14 if 


200,000 


Total Supplies, 


21,196,496 12 9f 


The W ays and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. £. s . 

Duty on malt, — — — 705,000 o 

Land tax at 4s. — — — 2,000,000 o 

By annuities and lottery, — — — 12,480,000 o 

By certain furplufles of the finking fund, — 650,457 18 

By monies remaining in the Exchequer of the deduftion of fixpence in 
the pound out of all monies paid upon falarics, penfions, &c. from the crown, 25,560 o 


By other monies remaining in the Exchequer, — — 

By Exchequer bills, — —■ — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By the finking fund, — — —- —- 

By feveral funis arifmg from floppagcs for provifions for the detach¬ 
ment of artillery ferving in North America, &c. —- 

By favings out of the grant for the charge of new levies, 8rc. 

By other favings, &c. — — — —- 

•By certain fums in the hands of the paymaltcr-general, — 

By ditto remaining in the Exchequer, - —— 

By a certain fum which had been granted for building a lazaret. 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Supplies granted, — 


3.76i 13 4 t 
1,500,000 o o 
1,900,000 o o 
1,849,542 I 114 

14,405 18 6 

20,717 7 4 

123,998 7 4 
48,300 o o 
10,506 5 a f 
5,000 o o 

21,382,249 11 8£ 

21,196,496 12 9; 


Excels of provifions. 


185,752 18 n* 


* 3 * A vote of credit of one million was alfo granted this feffion, and is charged on the 
next aids. 

The additional public debt funded and provided for this year, amoun- £. s. d. 

ted to twelve millions; the intereft of which, at 4 per cent, per annum, is 480,000 o o 

The annuity for 80 years, at il. 16s. 3d. per cent, per annum, is 216,150 o o 

In all, per annum, 696,150 o o 


This 
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This fum was propofed to be raifed in the following manner:— 
Additional duty on malt, of 6d. per bufhel, — *— 

Ditto on low wines, of id. per gallon, — — 

Ditto on fpirits, of 3d. per do. —- —> 

Ditto on brandy, of is. per do. —-— —— 

Ditto on ram, of is. per do. — ’ **- — 

Ditto on foreign wines, of 4!. per tun on Portugal wines, and of 81 . 
per tun on French wines, —■ • 2g||, — 

A duty on coals exported, of 4s. per NcwcafUe chaldron, — 
Additional duty of 5!. per cent, on the above duties, — 

Additional duty of is. jod. per bufhel on fait, _ — — 

Ditto on advertifements, of 6d. each, — — *— 

A flamp duty on the receipt for any legacy, or for any fharo of a per- 
fonal eftate divided under the ftatute of diftributions, or the cuftom of 
any province or place, of 2s. 6d. if the value fhali not exceed 20I.; and 
of 5s. if above 20I. and not amounting to iool.; and of 20s. if 100I. or 

On dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, for a licence, 5s. annually. 



s. 

d. 

310,000 

0 

0 

20,617 

0 

0 

34.557 

0 

0 

35 . 3 »o 

0 

0 

70.95 8 

0 

0 

72,000 

0 

0 

*2,899 

0 

0 

46,193 

0 

0 

69,000 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 


12,000 o o 
9,000 o o 


In all, — 701,534 o o 

Intercft of public debt funded, &c. 696,150 o o 


Excels of new taxes. 


5,384 o o 


An account of the chriftenings and burials within ;thc bills of mortality in London, from 
December 14, 1779. to December 12, 1780. 

Chriflened, males 8,581 Buried, males 10,206 

- ■ ■ »■■■ — —females 8,053 ———females 10,311 


16,634 


20,517 


1 ;8i In the courfe of the preceding year, the war between Great Britain and America had been 
carried on with confidcrable fuccefs on the part of the former: the utmoft ardour had been dil- 
played by the royal troops.; Charlellown, and the whole province of South Carolina, had 
teen fubdued, and other very lignal advantages obtained by the Britifh arms. But notwith¬ 
standing thefe favourable circumftances, no profpeft appeared of any fpeedy termination of the 
war. The authority of Great Britain continued to be acknowledged in thofe places alone ot 
which the King’s troops were in pofieftion, and for no longer a period than during their con¬ 
tinuance in them : indeed, throughout the American continent, the moft determined avcrfion 
was in general maftifefted to the government of the mother country. The dangers of the latter 
were now alfo encreafed by the war with Holland, and the rupture with that republic natu¬ 
rally augmented the difficulties, and leflened the extent of the national trade. The alliance 
between France and the revolted colonies, had not indeed been fo beneficial to the latter as 
might have been expected ; and the French miniftry feemed to poffcfs a greater folicitode to 
encreafe their pofieffiotis in the Weft Indies, than to afford any fubflantial affiftance to their 
4 §tf |. American 
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1781 American allies. In Europe, no effc&s had yet been produced in any degree proportionable 
to the vaft armaments that had iflucd forth from the ports of France and of Spain ; and by 
which, though great alarm had been excited, little or nothing had been performed. 

The new Parliament met on the 31ft of Oaober in the laft year, and, on the day following, 
his Mai eft y addrdfed both Houles in a fpcech from the throne; in which he informed them, 
that it was with more than ordinary fatisfaflion, lie met them in Parliament, at a time, when 
the late clefticrns might afford him an opportunity of receiving the moft certain information of 
the difpofition and wifhes of his-pcanjc, to which he was always inclined to pay the utmoft 
attention and regard. His Majcfty nmher obferved, that by the force which the laft Parlia¬ 
ment had put in his hands, &c. he had been able to withfland the formidable attempts of his 
enemies, and to fruftratc the great expectations they had formedand he trufted, that the fignal 
fuccefles which had attended the progrefs of his arms in the provinces of Georgia and Caro¬ 
lina would have important confeqncnces, and tend towards bringing the war to an happy ton- 
clufion. It was his moft earneft defire to fee this great end accomplifhed ; hut,he was confi¬ 
dent, that they would agree with him in opinion, that fafe and honourable terms of peace 
could be fecured only by i’ucli powerful and refpc£lable preparations, as fhould convince their 
enemies, that they would not fubmit to receive the law from any powers whatever ; and that 
they were united in a firm rcfolution to decline no difficulty or hazard, in the defence of tlftir 
country, and for the prefervation of their eflemial intcrefts. His Majefly further declared, 
that he faw and felt, with great anxiety and concern, that the various fervices of the war niuft, 
unavoidably, be attended with great and heavy expcnces; but he defired them to grant him 
fuch fupplies only, as their own feem ity and lading welfare, and the exigency of affairs iliould 
be found to require. The motion for an add refs of thanks, produced an animated difeuffion 
of the further progrefs of the American war. A bill to continue tire fufpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus Aft, moved to he brought in by Sir Grey Cooper, was oppofed with much lpirited but 
xmfucccfsfu! animadverfion,—the navy eftirnates occafioned fome violence of debate,—even the 
thanks of the Iloufc to Sir Henry Clinton and Lord CormvaJIis, for the fervices rendered to 
their country in the reduction of Charlcftown and the viftory of Camden, were not given 
without much feverc obfervation: however, the land and malt taxes were palled as matters of 
rourfe;—the fuccceding Parliamentary trarrlaftioiis, previous to the rcccfs, palled off without 
any particular or lengthened debates; and, on the fixth of December, the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons adjourned to the 23d of January in the prefent year. 

The intrigues of France had never been fo fucccfsful againfl Great-Britain as. in the prefent 
war. She had contrived to kindle an uncxtinguiihable flame in the North American colo¬ 
nies ;—flic had perfuaded Spain, againft the evident intereft of that monarchy, to unite with 
her in aflerting their independence;—fhc had involved the Seven United Provinces in the 
quarrel with their antient and firm ally;—nay, fhc had drawn ail Europe, as it were, into a 
confederacy for the deftru&ion of the naval powe r of this country, and had not only deprived 
it of all its allies, but feenfs to have poffcfled the art of directing the public wiflics of mankind 
to the downfall of the Britifh empire. 

In the midft of this {form, Britain appeared, however, to brave its enemies, not only by 
the gveatnefs of her {pint with which flic encountered them, but by thofe wonderful rcfourccs 
which as yet manifefted no fign of being exhaufted. In the beginning of this year, the mari¬ 
time ftrength of all Europe was drawn out againft her; but the lift of her fleets and armies 
afforded them no reafon to hope that her power was on the decline. Her internal defence was 

provided 
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1781 provided for in fuch a manner, as precluded all expectations of making the lcaft impreflion 
upon this ifland; flic had numerous forces in the Eaft and Weft Indies, and was making the 
mod vigorous efforts in America. Her navy, at this time, was on a moft formidable eftablifh- 
ment; it confifted of no lefs than 430 vefleis, in the beft poffible condition, and manned with 
the beft fcamcn in Europe, The fleets of France, Spain and Holland, were but in a fmall 
degree fuperior to thofe of Great Britain in numbers, and very far inferior to them iiv con¬ 
firmation and equipment. The failors, thofe of Holland excepted, were chiefly compofed of 
landfmen unaccuftomed and very averfc to that e tope in on which they ferved. France, with 
all its exertions, did not reckon more than 264 vinlels of all rates; Spain could not boaft of 
more than 124, and Holland counted but 60. The rclidue of the European marine in aftual 
commiffion, among thofe powers which formed the armed neutrality, amounted to no more 
than 80 fhips of all fizes. Of thofe, 29 belonged to Ruffia, 30 to Sweden, and 25 to Den¬ 
mark. Such were the eftimates of the*naval force of the maritime powers of Europe, about 
the commencement of this year 1781. . 

France had, it is true, obtained fome advantage in the Weft Indies, but notwithftanding 
the parade with which her fleet, in conjunction with that of Spain, had appeared on the Britifh 
coaft, nothing of the lcaft confequcnce had been hitherto effected. The only attempt flic had 
• ventured to make ii\,thc Channel, was on the Ifland of Jerfcy, in the year 1779, and in that 
lhc had compjeatly failed. Irritated, *as wc may fuppofe, at the difgrace of not having been 
able to pofiefs lierfelf of an ifland, which is fituated in the vicinity, and was in fight of her 
own fliore, fhe made another, and, as it proved, a fruitlefs attempt at the commencement of 
the prefent year.*' 

On the 6th of January, upwards of 800 French troops, under the command of the Baron 
de Rullccourt, a man of undoubted courage, but of an impetuous difpofition, made good their 
landing on that ifland. And, fo totally negleftful were the militia guard of their duty, that 
the French not only effected their landing with the utmoft privacy, but, to the utmoft afto- 
liifhment of the inhabitants, had taken pofleffion of the market place of St. Helicr, the prin¬ 
cipal town of the ifland, foon after the day began to dawn, without a Angle gun having been 
ffred, or the lcaft alarm given from any quarter; and, having feized on a body of men that 
guarded the town, together with the commanding officer and magiftrates of the ifland, he drew 
up a capitulation, the terms of which were, that the ifland fliould be immediately furrendcred 
to France, and the garrifon be fent to England. With this propofition, he demanded an in- 
flam compliance, and declared, in cafe of a refufal, that lie would fet fire to the town, and 
put the inhabitants to the fword. Major Corbet, the lieutenant governor, and the magiftrates 
reprefented to him, that, being in his power, no authority of theirs could be valid, and that 
the troops would of courfe refufe obedience to them. But the French commander perfifled in 
his requifition and menaces, the capitulation was figned in order to prevent him carrying them 
into execution. Having gained this point, Baron Rullecourt advanced to Elizabeth Caftle, 
near the town, which he fummoned to furrender; but the garrifon returned him a peremptory 
refufal, and made fo vigorous a difeharge of their artillery upon his troops, as obliged him to 
retire into the town. In the mean time, the Britifh troops, under the command of Major 
Pierfon, who was next in feniority to the lieutenant governor, together with the militia of the 
ifland, aflembled upon the heights near the town; when the French General fent a requifition 
to them to conform to the capitulation ; but received for anfwer, that if the French did not 
lay down their arms, and furrender themfelves prifoners within twenty minutes, he would 

a attack 
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i;8i attack them. Accordingly, Major Pierfon, having made a very able difpofition of his fmail 
body of forces, they attacked the enemy with fuch vigour and impetuofity, that in lefs than 
half an hour from the commencement of the attion, the Frehch General being mortally 
wounded, the officer next in command defined Major Corbet to relume the government and to 
accept their fubmiflion as prifoners of war. But the brilliance of this fuccefs, was diminifhed 
by the death of that excellent officer Major Pierfon, who unhappily fell by one of the Jait dif- 
chargcs from the French troopB. He was but in the twenty-fifth year of his age, and had dif- 
played fuch military abilities on this^cafton, as juftified the higheft expeftations of the pro- 
feffional charafter he would have attained, had he been fo fortunate as to farvive. He was 
fmcercly lamented, not only by the fc!,-fiery and inhabitants of jerfey, but by the whole 
nation. 

Hoftilitics were commenced againft the Dutch by a detention of their /hipping in the differ¬ 
ent parts of England, and by the capture of two men of war of 54 gnns. On the granting of 
letters of marque and rcprifals againft them, a multitude of privateers was added to thofe al¬ 
ready in commilfion, and a very great number of the Dutch merchantmen were brought into 
the Britifh ports. Inftritflions were alio difpatchcd at the fame time to the commanders of 
the Britifh forces in the Weft Indies, to proceed to immediate hoftilities, againfi: the Dutch 
fettlements in thofe parts. 

Admiral Rodney was returned from his expedition to North America, and was preparing to 
attack fuch of the French i/lands as feemed to be the leaft capable of defence, when he was ap¬ 
prized of the rupture with Holland, and directed to commence hoflilities againft its poflcfiions 
in the Weft Indies. The moil important of thefc was the ifiand of St. Euftatius, commonly 
called Statia. This ifiand, barren and contemptible in itfelf, had long been the feat of a very 
great and lucrative commerce, and might, indeed, be confidered as the grand free port of the 
Weft Indies and America, and as a general magazine to all nations. Its richcft harveils 
were, however, during the feafons of warfare among its neighbours, in confcquence of its 
• neutral fiate and fituation, with its unbounded as well as unreflrained freedom of trade. 
At this time, therefore, it was, of courfe, open to tile fubjefls of all the powers at war, and 
deriving immenfe profits from the commerce carried on in confcquence of fuch a privilege. 
The Dutch, under wliofe mediation all trading bufinefs was tranfafted, reaped prodigious ad¬ 
vantage from the innumerable com millions with which they were entrufted, and from the vaft 
laic of thofe articles of merchandize, which they alone could difpofe of to the fubjefts of the 
belligerent powers in that part of the globe. 

Such was the fituation of this Hlknd, when Admiral Rodney, on the third of February in 
this year, appeared before it, with a naval and land force which it was in no condition to refill. 
It furrendered, therefore, without any flipulations. The wealth found in this place, was fo 
great as to excite the aftonithrnent of the captors, notwirhftanding their previous intimate 
knowledge of its nature and circumftances. The whole ifiand appeared to be one enormous 
magazine; for not only the vaft: ftorehoufes were crammed with merchandize of every kind, 
but even tire beach was covered with hogfheads of fugar and tobacco. The value of the com¬ 
modities was eftimated by a loefe, But fuppofed moderate calculation, as being confiderabiy 
above three millions fterling. Bfjt this was only a part of the prize; the capture of lHipping 
was immenfe: upwards of 200 fail of merchantmen were taken, many of which were very 
richly laden, befides a fhip of 60 guns, a frigate of 40, and five other ve/Iels of inferior force. 
The intelligence of this event was the more agreeably received in England, as the lofs, which 
Vol. IV. T t was 
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1781 was among the fevereft that Holland could have received, fell chiefly upon the city of Amflcr- 
dam. The French and Americans were alfo confiderable fufferers, and not a few of the Bri- 
tilh merchants j who, trufting to the neutrality of the place, had configned valuable cargoes to 
their correfpondents there; all of which were feized by the Britifh commanders as Dutch 
property. 

The Dutch Governor, on furrcndcring the town, See. had recommended it and the inha¬ 
bitants to the mercy of the Britilh commanders. But the latter thought themlclvcs juflified, 
hy the partial and even zealous conduct of thofc inhabitants in favour of the enemies of Great 
Britain, in treating them with a degree of rigour not commonly cxercifed towards an enemy 
who has furrendered at difcrction. All the property found upon the illand, both public and 
private, was declared to be conlifcatcd, and was treated according to the fevered rules of con- 
fifcation. Sales for the Jifpofal of it commenced on the 15th of March, and notice was given, 
in the Caribbean Gazette, that all perfons who would come to the illand in order to purchafe, 
fhould have whatever they bouglit properly fecuted to them. The goods purchafed at thefe 
falcs were fuppofed to be fold at about one fourth of their value, and were permitted to be 
fhipped off in Engliih or neutral bottoms, for the purpole of conveying them to any of the 
Englifh or neutral iilands. 

Bolides the illand of St. Euflatius, the neighbouring iilands of St. Martin and Saba furren- 
dcred at difcrction. Admiral Rodney-and General Vaughan added, likewife, to their former 
conquefts, the French illand of St. Bartholomew, and the Dutch colonies of Demerary and 
Iffcquibo on the Spanilh main, but to thefe they thought proper to afford the more favourable 
conditions of leaving the inhabitants in pofleffion of their property. The fa£t appears to be, 
that no fufpicions lay againft them of having afted a treacherous part to Great Britain, by 
doing every poffible fcrvicc to her enemies, which had been the conduct of the people of St. 
Euflatius ; who, while they fupp'.icd the French and Americans with immenfc quantities of 
warlike florcs, &c. refufed, under various pretences, to fupply the occafional demands made 
by Blips belonging to Great Britain. A number of Dutch veflels in the river Demerary, we te¬ 
al fo taken by two (loops of his Britannic Majcfly ; and the Dutch fettlemcnt of Bcrbicia, a 
few leagues diftant from Demerary, together with fevctal veffels, was taken by a fquadron of 
privateers, who affociated for tliat purpofe. 

As this is a commercial queftion of confidcrable importance, we fliall give thofc papeis at 
large, which will afford the heft elucidation of it. 

To their Excellencies Sir George Brydgcs Rodney, Baronet, See. &c. and the Honour¬ 
able Genera] John Vaughan, Commanders in Chief of his Majcfly\s Fleets and Armies 
in the Weft Indies, Sec. 

The Memorial and Remonftrance of the Merchants of St. Chriftopher for themfelvcs, and 
as Agents and Faftors for many of the nwft commercial Houles in Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

« £ Your Excellencies having refufed the requeft of our former memorial, wc have thought 
it neccflary to intrude upon you with a fccond application, that wc may not be wanting in all 
due refpeft to your Excellencies characters; that our proceedings may be conducted with that 
caution and deliberation which is confident with the equity of our demands; and that you 
may be made acquainted with our determination, in cafe thofc demands continue to be 
refufed. 


“ We 
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jyiai “ We have already repreknfed, that our property. and that of our condiments, fairly 
bought, under the fanflion of a£ls of Parliament, with their and our money, has been forcibly 
taken from us, without our being allowed to maik or number the packages, and without 
knowing on what flops they were to be loaded. We have now to add to that information, 
that in fin ances for fume of thole very goods have been otdered to be made in England, before 
the capture of the Aland, on fhips engaged lor the purpok of carrying them to Great Britain, 
and now affually :n tliis port. As by thefe means our property E wrefted out of our hands, 
and the infurers ablblvcd from their engagements, we confider your Excellencies, and thofc 
employed under you, as anlwcrable for all rifques whatever of fea as well as the enemy, until 
the delivery of our goods into the hands of our relpeflivc corrcfpondents in England , and 
your Excellencies will not !>,: furprifed at our tiling all the means which the laws of our coun¬ 
try have provided for us to fee It red ids. 'I his is a duty wc owe to ourfclves, our families, our 
creditors, and our condiments, however di (agreeable it mull be to have any difputes with 
gentlemen, whom v.e have .always conlklercd as the proteftors of oar perfons and fortunes. 
In this application lor otnfclver, we with it to be uriderdood, that the ptoperty of all the in¬ 
habitants ol the captured blind* is included, tliar may have been forcibly taken olF from S f . 
Eudatius, in the fame manner that ours have been. Their produce was brought and oars 
purchafed thctc, under the l.niftion of afts of Parliament; and in whatever light men of your 
high rank and elevated {lotions may confider fuch authorities, we have been taught to look up 
to them with ivverence and veneration, and have always undci flood, that even his Majelly 
cannot difpcnfe with them, and conkquently cannot delegate fuels a power to others. 

“ In regard to the European goods now in our doves, and in the hands of our fa cl or-; at 
St. Enflatius, wc entreat your Excellencies to detcimme tiieir late as foon as pollible; ami 
fliould there he a general confilcation, and the proceeds to remain in agents hands, or the? 
goods detained from us, till his Majully’s pleafurc is known ; we beg leave to reprefent, th it 
wc confidcr ourklvcs as no ways obliged to rcll fatislied with fuch files or detention , but, on 
the contrary, will feck ail lawful rcdrcls, in this country and in England, again!! your Excel¬ 
lencies, and all employed to take them out of our pofleflion, or who prevent our removing or 
diipodng of them in fuch a manner, that they may fell for their full value. 

“ As it is not only ncccflarv for the lecurity of our rights, but alio in conformity to your 
Excellencies dciirc, that wc Ihould produce inventories of all our effefts at St. Eudatius, wc 
doubt not but your Excellencies will readily furnifh us with the means of procuring them ; 
wc have, therefore, to scquell, that, in order to enable us and our partners and taftors at St. 
Eudatius to nfeertain the amount of the goods already fhipped off by authority of your Excel¬ 
lencies, and of what may be hereafter taken from us, you would be pleafed to permit fuch an 
intercom fc, pcrfonaland by corrcfpondcncc between us and them, as may facilitate a mcaiurc 
lb neceffary to give the laws of our country their proper force. 

“ And, as the inhabitants of the captured Elands, in wliolc behalf we alio claim, have a 
conddcrable property on board of Dutch vcffels, now in St. Eudatius road, which, wc arc in¬ 
formed, arc under your Excellencies orders for England, we think it highly proper, that wc 
Ihould here rcqucil your Excellencies to direifl all papers, particularly the certificates relating 
to fuels property, to be tranfmitted to England by each velfel, and that the principal officers 
of each flsip be lent home to prove the Ihipment and property of fuch goods, in compliance 
with his Majcdy’s indruftions. 


T t a 


“ W- 
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fequence that may arife to JBritifh fubjefts from the meafures threatened by your Excellencies 
to be put in execution. It is impoflible for many of us to lie more effectually ruined by future 
events than by the prcfcnt; but our more wealthy conftitucms, and the nation at large, may 
fuffer from the example fet by your Excellencies^ to other powers : if by the fate of war thefc 
iflands fhould fall into the hands of an enraged enemy, there will be a pretext for them to re¬ 
taliate, and confifcate private property , fuch fteps will totally deprive ns of tlic means of pay¬ 
ing our generous creditors in England, and be the caufe of numerous bankruptcies there. 
Thus there will be ruin infliCtcd on the very people in the mother country, who are, with 
unparaleiled liberality, lubferibing to fupport the war, and tire principal pillars of the ftatc will 
fail to the ground. 

“ The conquerors of all civilized nations have ever had an eye to this ; and both motives 
of humanity and polity preferved the property of individuals. One inftancc lately happened 
to the contrary-Grenada having been taken by ftorna, without capitulation, was at the mercy 
of the conquerors-though the Count D’Eftaing did not feize the property of individuals, 
yet he iflued edifts to prevent payment of debts due in Great Britain, and difplaced agents of 
abfentees, by appointing truftees to receive the produce of the cflates. Thole meafures occa- 
fioned an univerfal clamour among tire enlightened part of the French nation, who carried re- 
raonflranees to th* throne of an abfolute monarch, and Count D’Eftaing’s coiuduft was , 
feverely reprobated. Iris edifts refeinded, and the inhabitants put upon the lame footing with 
the French fubyeflts In that iliand. 

“ It is fo for from our inclination to give any trouble to your Excellencies, that it is with 
reluctance we have trefpaffed upon your attention ; but as we are aflting for a right, and not 
foliating a favour,—and as that right is of the greateft importance to us, we not only hope 
that we fhaii Hand excufed to your Excellencies, but that you will, upon further reflection, 
comply with our requeft.” 

The above memorial, &c. was prefonted to Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan, by 
John Glanvjile, E%. his Mayfly’s Solicitor General. 

The principles on which the Btitifh commanders in chief aCted in the bufinefs of St. Eu- 
flatius, were too decided to be moved by memorials or remonliranees from partial fufFcrcrs. 
The anfwer of the Admiral to that which we have juft recited, marks the fpirit of his conduit, 
and hia determination to continue it “ After mentioning the impoffibility of confidering it 
with proper attention, from the more important avocations that prcfTed upon him, he pro¬ 
ceeds to exprefs his iurprize, that gentlemen who call themfelves merchants and fubjefts of 
Great Britain, Ihould, when it was in their power to lodge their effects in the Britilh iflands 
to windward, where tliey would have been under the protection of the Britilh laws and the 
Britilh flag, lend them to leeward, to the iliand of St. Euftatius, where, in. the eye of com¬ 
mon reafon and common fenfc, they could only be lodged as a depofit to fupply tire ncceflity 
•f their King’s and their country’s enemies.” He then concludes with the following ftrong, 
unarguroentative, peremptory declaration.—“ The iliand of St. Euftatius was Dutch,—every 
thing in it was Dutch,—every thing was under the protection of the Dutch flag, and that as 
Dutch it lhall be treated, is the firm refolution of a Britilh Admiral, who has no view what¬ 
ever, but to do the duty he owes to hia King and country.” * 

But this was not all,—while the merchants of St. Chriftophcr’s, &c. were endeavouring to 
dkeft the attention of the captors of St. Euflatius, to their interefts, the Weft India planters 

4 and 
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1781 and merchants in London, were letting forth their grievances to the power, to whom thoft 
officers were accountable. The following petition was prefented oft the 16th of April to the. 
throfte. 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

*The Petition of the West India Planters and Merchants. 

“ That your petitioners have very confidcrable property and debts due to them, in the 
fcvcral illands in the Weft Indies, fubjeft to the crown of Great Britain, as alio in the iflands 
of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St. Vincent, which have, in the courfe of the 
prefent hollilities, fallen under the dominion of France. 

“ That they have always conceived it to be a maxim among civilized nations, eftablifhed in. 
humanity and found policy, ‘ that war fhould be carried on with the leaf! polfible injury to 
‘ private property, found in any countries or towns, which may be invaded or conquered 
the happy effefts of which wife principles your petitioners have hitherto experienced in the f'e- 
curity of their eftates and effefts from rapine and plunder, which have been reciprocally dif- 
countcnanccd by the Governors in the Weft Indies, as ruinous to individuals, and productive 
of no decifive advantage to any of the fove reign States concerned. 

“ Your petitioners are, therefore, ferioufly alarmed at the general feizure made by the com¬ 
manders of your Majefty’s fea and land forces, of goods, merchandize and fpecie, found in the 
iflands of St. Euflatius and St. Martin, on their furrendcring, without refiftancc, and at dif- 
cretion, to the laid commandcis ; humbly conceiving, that the inhabitants of places which 
fubmit to the will, and furrcridcr thcmfclvcs to the diicretion of an invading enemy, imme¬ 
diately upon Inch fubmiffion, become the fubjefts of that fovereign or flatc, to whom the 
viftorious army belongs; and confequently, by their allegiance, are entitled to fecurity in 
their perfons and property; it being as repugnant to policy as humanity, to permit one dais 
of fuhjeCts to plunder another ; the trader having an equal claim with the foldier to the pro¬ 
tection of government. 

“ Your petitioners humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that tliofe Dutch illands 
did belong to a fovereign State, by whofe authority and permiflion they were made free ports ; 
and that they have been recognized as fuch by Great Britain, and all the other maritime powers 
of Europe, who have pofleffions in the Weft Indies. 

“ That Great Britain, in particular, has never interdicted or prohibited, to her fubjefts, 
the trade of tliofe Dutch illands, but has, on the contrary, permitted the exportation of great 
quantities of various articles of goods, of the growth, produce and manufacture of this coun¬ 
try, which have been regularly and openly entered out, at tire feveral ports in this kingdom, 
for the faid Dutch iflands. 

“ That an aft was paffed laft feffion of Parliament, for removing any legal doubts ai ilingout 
of the Navigation Aft, refpefting the importation of tobacco of the growth of the colonics in 
North America, which having elcapcd Britifh capture, had been imported from the colonies 
in rebellion, into tbofc Dutch illands, declaring and drafting, ‘ that fuch tobacco might be 
‘ legally imported from thoi'c, or any other neutral illands, into any Britifh ifland, and from 
‘ thence into Great Britain .:’ bv which aft, fhe trade to tire faid ifiand of St. Euftatius and 
St. Martin, which had always been, in many refpefts, legal, became an objeft of public en¬ 
couragement, by being extended beyond what the drift conftruftion of law feemed formerly 
to authorize. * 


“ That 
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i -j 8) “ That fince the pafling the faid ?.cl, and even before, daring the prefent rebellion, a great 

part of the tobacco, abfolutcly neccH'ary for the confumption and revenue of Great Biitain, 
has been imported through that channel, to the m anile; l benefit of tiie navigation of this 
kingdom ; for if the market had not been (implied by thole means, there would have been an 
indifpcnfablc neccflity for admitting tobacco from Holland, after having been carried thither 
from thofe iflands in Dutch vcflels; and (heal Britain would, confequcntly, have been de¬ 
prived of the profit ariiiug from the iong navigation of tnat bulky commodity. 

“ Thatfmcc the commencement of the American rebellion, the laid iflands of St. Euflatius 
and St. Martin have been frequently of the moll dlcuti.il fen ice to the Britifli Leeward I Hands, 
particulaily in the years 1777^and 1778, when the iflands of Antigua and St. ChiiRnphcr 
would have fuffered all the iniferics of aflua! famine, had not they drawn from St. Euflatius 
thofe fuppltcs which they formerly received from North America. 

“ That fince the capture of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St. Vincent, thofe 
iflands have been principally fupplied with the fevera! ncccflaries for their confumption, and 
for the cultivation of their plantation;, through the medium of Sr. Euflatius, and that many 
British fubjecls, having propci ly in thofe captured Blands, have been obliged to ellablifh houfes 
ot trade in the laid iiland oi St. Euflatius, tor the cxprcN purpufL* offupplymg thofe illands, 
and have ordered various articles to be lhipncd for St. Euflatius from Gieat Biitain, as well as 
from Holland. * 

“ That the great want oi plantation florcs and other ncccflaries, in thofe captured illands, 
has alfo obliged many ot the planters to Ihip, from time to time, a great part of the produce 
of their plantations to St. Euflatius, for the purpofc of purchafing fuch plantation (lores and 
ncccflaries. 

“ That many of your Majdly’s faithful and loyal fubie£ls, on the faith of Great Britain, 
having recognized the trade, have fettled as general traders in thofe Dutch iflands, and have 
conliderablc property in goods, merchandize and money, in the laid iflands; and that others 
of your Majefly’s molt faithful and Joyal fubjedts, as agents for the Dutch as well as Biitilh 
merchants in thelh illands, have lliipped conliderable quantities of goods and merchandize on 
account of the faid merchants. 

“ That thofe Dutch illands, particularly St. Euflatius, have, therefore, been, and ought 
to be, confldered as free ports, open to all the world, where the fubjefts of all States in amity 
with Holland were equally welcome, where the goods imported bv the hand of commerce were 
at open market, ready to be fold to the bell bidder, without favour and affeftion, without any 
partial or political attachment or prcdileftion to any of tlitfpowers at war, without regaid to 
any other objeO than that of mercantile profit, which is the fpring and foul of all commerce 
whatever; and that the value of the faid iflands to that fovatign power to which they belong- 
t cd, as well as to your Majefly’s fubjcfls and other nations, conflftcd in their being univerfal 
open marts, and notin the inconfidcrablc production of their foil. 

“ Your petitioners humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majcfly, that, as a very confidcr- 
able part of the property found in thofe Dutch iflands, mull nccelfarily belong to many of your 
Majcdy’s mod faithful and loyal fubjefts, from the caufcs above Hated, fo there are like wife 
others of your Majefly’s fubje&s redding in Great Britain, and the Britifh Leeward Iflands, 
who are large creditors of the Dutch and Britifh merchants in thofe Dutch iflands, not only 
, on account of goods and merchandize, openly and avowedly (hipped by them, as the agents ol 



81 tlic faiil merchants, but all'o in refpeft of dealings and engagements antecedent to, and uncon- 
ntfled with the trade carried on by inch their debtors in thofc ifiands. 

“ With rdpeft to the property iound in the faid ifl.inds, belonging to the fubjefts of the 
States o( Holland, or any other ot your Majefty’s enemies, your petitioners having already 
Hated what they humbly conceive to he the humane and political practice of war, feel them- 
ll Ives impelled by a principle ofgr3tituJ«, to prefent to your royal view the conduit of the 
commanders of the Ftendi K ing’s forces, and of the court of France, in the ea'.'c of the con- 
quell of the iflands of Grenada and the Grenadines. 

“ When the illand of Grenada, alter Jtaving made a zealous, hut unluccclsful defence, 
again It the enemy’s force, furrendcred at Jif-rcrion, there was no plunder allowed, except on 
the Ilolpital Hill, which was takai hv llorm, and where the finall efieits that were lodged, 
liece llarily fell, in furo>e belli , to the’firU of the aflailants who could lay their hands upon them. 
'1 he goods and merchandize in the town of Sr. Gauge, in that illand, to a very Jarge amount, 
not merely intended for the ufe and confumption of the illand, but for the general market of 
the Well Indict, remained untouched, and every lpccies of property whatever was left invio¬ 
late, even the goods upon the quays and beach, in various parts of the illand. 

* c Tlieic were. indeed, e.eitain ordinances ilined by the French governor, on taking pol- 
fcllion of the laid illand, by which the product: of all plantations belonging to abtentees was 
to be icq u die reel until a peace , and the payment o ( all debts due to your Majellv’s fuhjeifs, 
reliding in any part of your Majefty’s dominions, was prohibited, under pain of military < 'lo¬ 
cution. But on the application of the parties intcrcfted to the couit oi' France, thole ordi¬ 
nances were immediately revoked by his Moll Clniftian Majefty ; and all perfons whatever, 
whether prefent or abient, were fecurcd in the full polllliion or their dVites and r fie ft ■: : bis 
Mod ChriiUan Majefty having been picafed, at the lame time, to cxprels his ihfapprwhation of 
thole ordinances, ‘ ns tending to injure civil contrails, which arc founded on the law of na¬ 
ture, and which form the mod facrcd bond of focicty, being the principal fource of that 
reciprocal communication and intcrcourfe fuhiifting between the fubjeits of all nations ; to 
which conttads, and to private property in general, the practice of war, among civilized Hates, 
has ever had the mod tender legat'd.’ 

“ Your petitioner:; likewiie, with plcafurc rcflefl, that your Majefly, in the very beginning 
'if vour reign, gave a linking example of clemency upon the capture of Dominica , the inha¬ 
bitants of which illand were fettled there againft cxprels treaties, unacknowledged by any iovc- 
nign; profefting neutrality, yet extruding hoftilities againll your Majdly’s fubjefls; and 
when lunitnoned to lubmit to your Majelly’s arms, not only refuted to lurrcnder, but, pu>- 
voking an aflault, were reduced fword in hand . yet, by your Majefty’s wifdom and generolity, 
tiie inhabitants of that illand were preferved in the pofleffion of ail their property. 

“ Your petitioners do not conceive that thofc defcncelcfs illands were lurprizcJ and taken 
polftflion of by your Majdly’s arms for the fake of inglorious fpoil, but merely with a view 
to great political objetts, ill conducing the prefent hoftilities againll the combined enemies of 
Great Britain, by depriving them, in future, of the convenience and advantage of thofc marts. 
They have ever confidered Great Britain as priding herleJf in ads of generolity and humanity, 
not lefs than in brilliant achievements of valour in war ; and they are confident that your 
Majefty w ill not permit the Britilh name to he ftained by a departure froni that line of condud, 
which lias hitherto fo peculiarly charndxiifed this nation, and her facrcd regard to the rights 
of mankind. 


" They 





36 AN HISTORICAL AND C HRONOIOC I CA,t DEDUCTION 

. D. 

1781 tc They beg leave to repeat to your Majefty, that the confifcation of private property in 
thofe Dutch iflands, would grievoufly affeft many of your Majcfty’s moft faithful and loya 
fubjcfls, who have traded there under the fanftion of our laws, or who are creditors of mer¬ 
chants in the faid iflands; and, at the fame time, to ftate to your Majefty their apnrebenfions, 
that fuels a meafure, fo far as it would injure the property of the fubjefls of the enemy, muft 
ncceflarily tend to encreafe the calamities of way, by exciting defherate reflflance,—by exafpe- 
rating our foes againft the trading inhabitants of thofe iflands which may hereafter be obliged 
to fubmit to their arms,—and by eftablifhing a predatory fyflem, deftruflive and ruinous in its 
confequences to individuals, and of no folid benefit to the fevera! ftates concerned. 

“ Signed by order, and in the name and on the behalf of the Weft India planters and mer-. 
chants, “ William Crichton, 

“ Chairman of ihc-general meeting on this fpecial bufinefs.* 

But the Weft India planters and merchants who confidcrcd tbcmfclvcs as fufferers by the 
general confifcation of St. Euftatius, did not content thcmlclves with memorials and petitions, 
but had immediate rccourfc to the laws of their country ; and various law-fuits were commen¬ 
ced, in order to try whether the condufl of the captors of St.Euftatius would obtain tlic fanc- 
tion of law. Thefe circumftanccs occafioned a great coolucfs, which at length foreboded a fet¬ 
tled diflike between the naval commander in chief and the Bi itifh iflands which were commit¬ 
ted to his charge and proteftion : a c^rcumftance which could not but be conlidcred as ex¬ 
tremely unfortunate in fuch a critical feafon of the war. 

The bufinefs of St. Euftatius was not, however, confined to thofe who were more immedi¬ 
ately concerned in it: the attention of Parliament was claimed on the occafion ; and Mr. Jluike 
moved, in the Houfc of Commons, for an enquiry into the conduct obl'erved in the late cap¬ 
ture of the ifland of St. Euftatius, particularly with iclpcft to the feizure and confifcation of 
private property, as well as to many outrages ftated to have been committed there. But the 
abfcnce of the commanders, who were fo deeply concerned in the fubjeft of enquiry, was 
thought a fufficient ground for poftponing it till the onfuing fefiion ; and to that period v c 
muft refer our readers for any further information on this important fubjefb 

In the month of Oftober, 1780, feveral of the Weft India iflands were affli&ed with one of 
the moft dreadful hurricanes that had ever been experienced in that part of the globe. The 
damage done by it to fomc of the Britiih and French iflands, as as well as to the fhipping, was 
immenfe, and far exceeded any lofles, front fuch a caufe, that had ever, been fuftained by thoic 
colonies. 

The Britifh ifland which fuffered moft was that of Barbadoes : it underwent an ahnoft total 
deftruftion. The iflands of Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, particularly the 
former, were alfo great fliarers in this alarming vifitation, The French iflands of Maitinico 
and Guxdaloupe did not efcape an equal portion of the general calamity: the principal towns 
in bqth were almoft levelled with the earth ; many thoufand lives were loft from the irruption 
of the lea, the fajl of buildings, &c.; and, among the vaft quantity of fhipping caft away, were 
two Britifh fhips -of the line, and foveral frigates: feveral French flaps of war alforact with 
the fame fate. 

Thefe hurricanes involved the inhabitants offome of thoBritaftv iflands in fuch extreme 
diftrefs, that it wasthougbt ncceflary to make application to Parliatnentfor affiftanoe and relief. 
Accordingly, on the 23d of January in this year, (winch was the firft day on which the Houfc 
of Commons affembled after the Chriftmas recefs ) a petition was prefented, by Lord North, 

from 
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it was Bated, that the parilhes of Wcftmoreland and Hanover, in that ifland, had been laid 
wafte by the late hurricanes, earthquakes, and inundations; whereby moft of the buildings in' 
thofc parities, together with the produce of the earth, were in a great meafure deftroyed ; and 
that other diftriffs in the ifland had received very confiderable damage. It was added, that 
the Ioffes of the fevcral fufferers amounted to fuch an enormous fum, as to require the immedi¬ 
ate aid and affifiance of Parliament. , 

A petition was aifo prefented by Mr. Etlwick, agent for Barbadocs, from the planters, mer¬ 
chants, and others reiidentin England, and intereiied in the ifland of Barbadoes ; in which it 
was ltated, that the violence of the late hurricanes had extended over the whole ifland, affefting 
almoft; every individual, and reducing to diftrefs the greateft part of the inhabitants. Of 
' nearly 400 plantations, fcarcely oneliad efcaped the general calamity ; motl had fuftained very 
confiderable, and many almoft irreparable damages: almoft all the buildings, nearly one-half 
of the cattle, and many Haves had been deftroyed ; feveral towns had fuffered, and the principal 
in an extreme degree. From thefe caufes, the inhabitants, to the number of above 20,030 
whites, had been almoft deftitutc of habitations, food, and raiment. The petitioners there¬ 
fore folicited the Houfc, that it would afford the fufferers fuch fpeedy and effectual relief, as 
would not only fecure them from impending want, hut alfo affift them to ereift anew their 
buildings, and to procure other neceffarics, and thtrehy enable them again to cultivate their 
eftates. A petition was alfo prefented from the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council 
of London, recommending the diftreffed inhabitants of Jamaica and Barbadoes to the attention 
and generofity of Parliament. 

• The mini tier informed the Houfc, that his Majefty having been acquainted with the con¬ 
tents of thefe petitions, had recommended them to the consideration of Parliament. The day 
following, therefore, the bufinefs was more particularly difeuffed ; when Lord North obferved, 
that if an eftimate were to be made of the commercial value to this country of the two parishes 
on which the hurricane fell in Jamaica, and if it were compared with the commercial value to 
this country of .Barbadoes, perhaps tliofe twoparifhes were more than equivalent, in that fcale, 
to the whole of that idand. If therefore a calculation were to be made of the quantum of re¬ 
lief to*be lent to each ifland upon this principle, the greattft fum would be fent to Jamaica : 
but Parliament would be too juft to make this the rule of their charity, which fhould be regu¬ 
lated, not by the meafure of their lofs, but by the urgency of their wants. The hurricane had 
fallen on only a part of Jamaica, but had ravaged and laid waftc the whole of Barbadoes. I11 
the latter ifland all were fufferers; in Jamaica, the greater part of the ifland, though indeed the 
leaft fertile, had cfcapcd the general vifitation : whence it might be prefumed, that the necefta- 
rics of life might be. purchased by the poor amongft the fufferers, which were not very many 
in the two fuffering parilhes, for money : money therefore was the principal thing of which 
they flood in need. But in Barbadocs, where the effefts of the hurricane were general, the 
number of poor white people was great, and they would ftand In need of many of the neccf- 
faries of life, confifting of bulky commodities, which could not be tranfmitted, like a credit 
on the bank of England, without any expence, but would occaiion a confiderable deduction 
Froiji the fum voted for their relief,—for freight, iniurauce,*and iimiiar incidentsIn the 
article of affiftancc, therefore, the painful preference was due to Barbadocs. In confequence of 
this ftatement, the Houfc agreed to three refolutions :—i'irfl, to grant 8o,cx)ol. for the. relief 
Vol.IV. •' ‘ Uu of 
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r 781 of Barbadocs; fecondlv, to grant 40,000!. for the relief of Jamaica; and, thirdly, that thefe 
funis Ihould be paid for the ufe of the fufferers, without any deduction. 

On the 2 5th of the fame month, the minifters communicated to both Houfes of Parliament 
a mefiage from the King, in which his Majefty acquainted them, that during the recefs, he 
had been obliged to direct letters of marque and reprifal to be ilTued againft the States-Gencral 
of the United Provinces and their fubjedts. Fdr the caufcs and motives of his conduct, on 
that occahon, he referred them to his public manifcfto againft that republic, which he had 
ordered to be laid before the Houfc, &c. with feveral other papers relative to the rupture with 
Holland. 

Very animated debates took place on this occafion in both Houfes : the oppofition repro¬ 
bated the war with Holland in the moft pointed manner. Hut the principal ground of argu¬ 
ment was taken between the Dutch and the Americans, which had been difeovered by the 
capture of Mr. Laurens. It was Paid to be no more than the plan of a treaty, or the rough 
draught of a compact hereafter to be entered into by the intending contracting parties : that it 
depended entirely on events which were unknown, and might not happen ; in which cafe, the 
treaty was never to be ratiiicd : that it was no more than a Speculative effay,—a mere contem¬ 
plative projeft. 

To fuch reafoning it was eafily anfwcrcd—That tire treaty was actually flgncd and fealed ; 
the names of the penfionary of Amfterdam, and Monficur cle NcufVilie, a merchant of that 
city, being fubferibed to it on the part of the magiftracy of Amfterdam, and the name of 
.William Lee, as commiffioncr or agent for the Congrefs of America. Belides, it might be 
very properly urged, that when two powers flood connected together by foleinn- treaty and 
ancient alliance, as the States of Holland and Great Britain were, it made very little differ¬ 
ence in the fcale of offence and provocation, whether a treaty, like that of the penfionary Vail 
flerkel, was fully ratified and coiifummated, or only in progreflion. Indeed the States- 
Genera! had refufed to pay the leaft attention to the requHition in his Majefty’s memorial, de¬ 
livered by Sir Jofcph Yorke, that proper notice fliould be taken of Van Bcrkel and his ailo- 
ciates; fo far as fuch a refufal could be implied by a contemptuous filence. As to the principal 
magi ft rates of Amfterdam, they were fo far from difavowing the fa£t, or attempting to palliate 
it, that they gloried in the whole tranfaftion ; and exprefsiy declared, even to the States- 
General, that what they had done was no more than their indifpcnfablc duty required of 
them. It may be all'o fuggefted, that the opinion of this treaty being no more than a project, 
might, perhaps, have feme weight in the argument, if an-opportunity had not been given to 
the Statcs-General to retraft or difavow it. Inftead of that, their conduft amounted near!}* 
if not entirely, to an avowal or approbation of its contents: they poftponed it* ad refet aulum ; 
and by fo doing, they declaimed it in form, but acknowledged it in fubftance : for, though it 
may be allowed, for argument’s fake, that they were not prepared immediately to punifh the 
offender, Van Bcrkel, they might have fatisfied the Britifh court, by reprobating it in an ab- 
ftraft refolution or opinion, expreffing, in general terms, their total difapprobation, and de¬ 
claring the impropriety or criminality of any of the fubjefts of the republic entering into a 
treaty with the rebellious fubje&s of another ftate, in amity and alliance with them. 1 he 
motion made in both Houfes, in confequence of the meffage, that an addrefs Ihould be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, alluring him that the Houfc would, with a firm and determined refolu¬ 
tion, fupport the juft and ncccffary war againft Holland, &c. &c. was carried in both places 
by a confiderable majority- 
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Flic affairs of India now began to require, and to attrafl the moft ferious attention of the 
Houfe of Commons. It was firongly infilled upon by many perfons of weight, that the inter¬ 
ference of the crown, under the ian£lion of Parliament, in 1773, in regulating the govern¬ 
ment of the Lail India Company’s polfdhons in Aha, and in the management of its affairs at 
home, inftead of the benefits which were held out at that tunc, had produced fuch icenes of 
diforder, and fuch a Pate of confusion m India, as has not often been the relnlt of civil, or 
even of any regulated military ctlablilhment. 

It tvas generally allowed, that the double intercfls which were then formed, mutually coun¬ 
teracting each other, and the oppofite powers which the Company’s l'ervants looked up to, 
ne'ceffarily ilackcned all the bands of obedience, and, by degrees, dcflroyed all authority. The 
revolution at Madras, the fate of I^ord Pigot, the triumph, rather than efcape, of the authors 
of that cataflrophe, for which they had only been fined 1000I. each, with the extraordinary 
phenomenon of Indian princes, at the diflance of half the globe, becoming the authors of 
cabals, and the leaders of parties in the capital of Great Britain, formed, altogether, fuch a 
combination of circuinftanccs, as pointed out the ncceffity of a review of out policy itfelf, in 
the government of India, as well as of the finking cffefls which it had produced. 

Bengal, by the new regulations, had been made the feat of government of the Biitifh domi¬ 
nions in the Eafl, I wo juiildiflions were there eftablifhed ; the one pollening all the politi¬ 
cal and executive powers of government, under the name of Governor-General and Council, 
extended its fupcrintendance and controul over the other prefidencies of Madras and Bombay. 
The fccond, compofed of judges lent from England, was called the Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature, and was entirely independent of the Governor-General and Council. As the one fuc- 
cccded, with great additional powers, to the ancient prefidency, lb the latter did to the Mayor's 
Court of Calcutta : a court, which though compofed of magillrates not bred to the know¬ 
ledge of the law, yet by ailing upon the general principles of rectitude, and with the afiillancc 
of juries, was highly ditTnguifhed, as well for the moderate expence of time and money at 
which juftscc was obtained, as for the fairnefs of its proceedings, and the equity of its dc~ 
cifions. 

It was fcarcely, perhaps, in the nature of things, that tiiefe feparatc, independent powers, 
especially at fuch a diflance from home, as to be in a great meafurc beyond the .each of con¬ 
troul, fhould lubfill long together without clafhing. The public had hitherto received only 
the charges again!! the Supreme Court of judicature of Calcutta. Their friends could there¬ 
fore only requeft, that no bally opinions lhould be formed, nor ccnfure pail upon their con- 
duft, until they were heard. 

In this ftatc of things, it tvas not cafy to fettle in what proportions tiie blame is to he laid ; 
upon the conllitution itfelf, or upon thofe who afled under it. It feems, however, to have 
been generally acknowledged, that the meafurc of attempting to ellabiifh Englilh laws, courts, 
and forms of juflicc, among!! the various nations, religions, languages, and races of men fub- 
filling in India, and where fcarcely any length of time could even render them intelligible, 
will, probably ever be confidered.as a fundamental political error. The antiquity of the Gentoo 
civilization, laws, religion, and cufloms, fortified by the invincible attachment which it pro¬ 
duced in the people, had, in all ages, procured the. political attention, if not the refpecl, of 
the moft barbarous of their various conquerors. However the people were oppreiled or pil ¬ 
laged, their prejudices, in thofe refpefts, were held facrcd and inviolate, 
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1781 The Zemindars, who arc at prefent the great landholders of India, are Jikewife a fort of 
hereditary princes of the country They generally rent from their fubfifting matters, thofc 
lands which their anceftors polTeffed in fovereignty. Some of thefe hold lands to the extent of 
ten or twelve thonfand fquarc miles ; and as the rents, were generally eafy, and the people ftill 
regard them with the higlieft degree of attachment and reverence, they arc enabled to retain 
lome appearance of former royalty in their palaces, and ftill more in their authority. Tho 
Englifh government in this country, is in a great mcafure maintained through this attachment 
of the people to their princes; and the defire of enabling the Zemindar to difeharge his rent, 
is a principal fpur to their induftry. All the judicial bufmefs of the country had hitherto been 
tranfafted in their provincial courts, and matters of litigation decided according to the known 
laws and cufloms. , 

The authority of the native courts was not only denied by the new judicature, but their 
members were punifhed, even to ruin, as well as pcrfor.al infii&ion, for the difeharge of their 
functions, according to the eftablifhed laws and conftitution of tlicir country, which had, till 
now, been acknowledged by all conquerors. We arc at all times to recolleft, that it had been 
the cotxftant policy of the Eaft India Company, in the government of thofe countries, to act 
under the apparent authority, and as the.nominal fervants and officers, of that fhadow of the 
ancient fuprcme fovereignty, the representative of the Grand Mogul, wlto ftill refided at Delhi: 
fo that the new fyftccn of judicature operated not limply as a violent and unprepared innova¬ 
tion, but as a total revolution in the mode of government eftablifhed by ourfclvcs. 

The aftonilhed and terrified natives of Bengal and the adjoining countries, now beheld the ex¬ 
traordinary fpe&acle of Englifh bailiffs, accompanied by confiderable bodies of artned Europeans, 
traverfing the country, at the diftance of fomc hundreds of miles from Calcutta, to execute 
by force tlie decrees of the new judicature, founded upon laws and diftin&ions which, they 
were utterly incapable of comprehending, in the palaces and on the perfons of the Zemindars, 
whom they viewed at once with the refpeft due to their natural princes, and to the medium 
of European authority. Force, in defence of all that was held facred, was oppofed to force: 
a kind of lieges were formed ; reinforcements were fent to oppofe the afl'ailants; the timidity, 
not die inclination of the people, prevented their being cut to pieces; places were carried by 
ftorm ; and the brother of one of the Rajahs, with others of his friends and family, was killed 
in the defence of his palace. 

The apartments of the women, which are held facrcd throughout all the Eaft, and ftill 
more fo among the Gcritoos of rank, were violently broken into, and their perfons, which 
arc fuppofed to receive fome defilement even from the cafual view of a ftrangcr, were fubjcil 
to the rude handling and rough treatment of that fort of ruffians who arc generally employed 
upon fuch occafions. But this was not the word part of the bufinefs : their places of private 
and domeftic worfhip were violated in the fame manner, and thofe fymbols or external objefls 
of their adoration, which had been fanftified by the reverence of ages, were dragged from 
their places by profane hands, and thrown amongft the heap of houfchold furniture which was 
colle&ed to anfwcr the ends of execution. 

The Governor-General and Council, who confidered all matters of finance, arid, confe- 
•quently, all tranfaftions with the Zemindars, as cognizable only by themfclves, an4 ftill regu¬ 
lated, in that refort, by the known laws and cuftoroary courfc of juftice in the country, could 
not but Tefent this invafion of their authority. They had, indeed, much ferious caufe of ap- 
jprehenfion, from the cffc&s which this violence on the rights, paffions, and prejudices of the 
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•jSi people might produce in a country, where fo many millions of natives were governed by an 
handful of ilrangers. 

1 hey accordingly employed the military force of the companv to reftrain the violence of the 
civil power; and a gang, confiding of four fcorc bailiffs and their affociatcs, were in one in- 
ftance dilarmed and fent up prifoners to Calcutta. Two petitions were now preiented to Par¬ 
liament : the one from the Governor General and Council, giving a long flatement of the 
tranl'aftions, and requefling an indemnification from thofe legal penalties which, for the pre- 
fervation of government and of the country, they had been under the. neccffity of incurring, in 
refilling the decrees of the fupreme court, and the operation of an a£l of Parliament. 

The fccond petition was fubferibed by 648 Britifh fubje&s reliding in the pro-, inces of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar and Oriffa, containing a long detail of the grievances, oppreiilons, and violations 
of their rights as men and as Britons, which they had endured under the authority of the Su¬ 
preme Court cf Judicature; particularly of their being deputed of the benefit of trials by jury 
in all civil calcs; of the eftablifhment of ex pojl fatto and ictroij>o£livc laws; of foinc matters 
relative to appeals and the admilfion of evidence, which appeared to be extremely cppuifive 
and unjuft ; with a number of other affumptions of power, which, as Hated, f.emsfd to be of 
a very extraordinary nature. They likewife confirm the accounts given by the Governor Ge¬ 
neral and Council, tdative to the flats of confuiion, anarchy and danger, which, through 
1 liefc means, prevailed in the country. * 

On the 12th of February, General Smith entered into an ample difeuilion of the petitions, 
and of the Hate of affairs in India, and concluded by moving, that the petitions might be re¬ 
ferred to a feleft committee, confiding of fifteen members, to be chofe.i by ballot, and that it 
ihould meet in the chamber above theirs. The minifter made no objeftion to the motion:— 
but, as he had brought in the bill that bad paffed a few years before for the government <;f 
India, and which was the fourcc of the fubfifting grievances, he thought proper to declare, 
that it could not have been in his contemplation, and certainly was not in his mo ft diftanc ap¬ 
prehension, that the Court of Judicature cftablilhed by that bill, fhould become the fource of 
mifery, oppreffton and injuliice, and that it was not propofed to extend its powers in the 
manner then reprefented. The deleft committee, of fifteen gentlemen, was accordingly ba!- 
lotted in a few days after. 

This committee, after fitting fomc time, delivered in their report, and a bill for new 
modelling the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, Sec. was brought in by General Smith, 
which, after fomc oppofition and modification in its paffige, was at length carried through 
both Houfes, and received the royal aflent. By this aft. it was declared, that the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal were not fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of the fnpreme court, on 
account of any thing done by them in their public capacity: and they were indemnified in the 
refiftance which they had made to "the orders of that court. It was alfo enabled, that no per- 
fon fhould be fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of the fupreme court on account of his being a land 
owner, or farmer of land, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa; that no judicial of¬ 
ficers in the country courts fhould be liable to ail ions in the fupreme court for their decifions; 
and the two Mufties and Behader Beg, who were then in prifon, in conference of the deci- 
fion of that court in the Patna caufe, were ordered to be difeharged. 

Whether it was from the confequcncc the Emprefs of Ruffia had acquired from taking the 
lead in the armed neutrality > from any regard to Great Britain or Holland, or from the ap 
prehenfion of any unpleafant confequcnces which might pofftbly happen to herfdf from a nip- 
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1781 ture between the two powers, her Imperial Majefty took upon hcrfelf the office of mediatrix 
between them ; and we find, that, on the firft of March in this year, his Excellency Prince 
Gallitzin, envoy extraordinary from Ruffia, held a conference with the Prefidcnt of the States 
General, and prefented the following memorial from the Emprcfs ofRuffia. 

“ High and Mighty Lords, 

“ No fooner had her Imperial Majefty been informed of the Britifh ambaffador’s fudden 
departure front the Hague, than, without waiting for any further explanation, guided only by 
the friendfhip and good will flit* bears to the two contending powers, and awakened by the 
alarming tendency of a meafure fo detrimental to their mutual welfare and tranquillity, flic di- 
rcfled to her miniftcr in London to make the mofl carneft repfelcntation to that court, to pre¬ 
vent, if polfiblc, the matter being carried to any extremity, and to recommend the mofl con¬ 
ciliating meafures; offering, at the fame time, to promote them as far as was in her power. 
Although her Majefty has not as yet heard of any anfwer from the faid court, fhc has fome 
rcafon to think that the overtures made by her have been favourably received. In confcquencc 
whereof, her Imperial Majefly does not hefitate to give a frefh proof of her good intentions for 
bringing about a reconciliation between the two powers, whom fire equally fupports, and who 
have lived fo long in that natural and perfect harmony which belt fuits their rcfpc&ive intc- 
rcfls, by offering them, in form, her fcrvices and mediation, for the purpofc of putting an 
end to that difeord and war, which has lately broken out between them. 

“ While Monfieur Simolin, her Imperial Majefty’s miniftcr at the court of London, is 
fulfilling her commands on this head, the under-written has the honour to acquit himfeif of 
the fame tafk here, with their High Mightincflcs, and to a flu tc them of the zeal and readinefs 
he wifltes to have an opportunity to dilplay, in forwarding the defirable work of reftoring the 
faid States to their wonted peace and tranquillity. That difintereftednefs, impartiality and be¬ 
nevolence, which have hitherto ftamped every aflion of lier Imperial Majefty, are equally con- 
fpicuous in the prefetit inftance. 

“ The wifdom and prudence of your High Mightineffes will eafily diftinguifh thofe facred 
charaflcriflics, and diftatc the anfwer which the under-written fliall tranfmit to his Imperial 
Miflrefs, as a proof of his having executed her commands. 

“ (Signed,) Le Prince nr. Gallitzin.” 

On the 7th of the fame morith, their noble and great Mightineffes the States of Holland and 
Weft Friefiand having examined the above memorial, accepted of the mediation offered by the 
Emprcfs of Ruffia. 

At the fame time, a fimilar memorial was prefented to the court of Great Britain by Mon- 
fieur Simolin, the Ruffian minifter refident there, wherein her Imperial Majefty propofes ber- 
felf in like manner, to become a mediatrix between Great Britain and Holland. To this me¬ 
morial, Lord Stormont, one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State, returned the fol¬ 
lowing anfwer: 

“ The alliance which has fubfifted fo many years between Great Britain and the States Ge¬ 
neral, has always been confidered by his Majefty as a tic, formed by the moft natural caulcs, 
and not only agreeable to the intereft of both nations, but abfolutcly efiential to their mutual 
welfare. 

“ The King has done every thing in his power to preferve this tie unbroken, and even to 
ftrengthen it; and if the conduft of their High Mightineffes had at all anfwered to that of his 

Majefty, they would Hill have remained in their utmoft force. But, fincc the commencement 
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17S i of the prcfent troubles, the only return made by the republic to this conftant frjendlliip, has 
been the total rclmquifhment of the principles of an alliance, the prime objed of which was 
the mutual defence of the two nations; an obftinate refuliil to fuilil the moil facred obligations; 
a daily violation of the mod folcmn treaties; an affiftauco given to the very enemy, againft 
whom lie had a right to demand fuccom ; an afylum granted to the American pirates in the 
Dutch ports, in open violation of the cleaied flipulations; and, to complete the whole, a de¬ 
nial of juflice and fatisfa&ion for the affront given to the dignity of the King, by a lecrct 
league with his rebellious lubje&s. 

“ All thefc accumulated injuries rendered it impoffiblc for the King to take any other part 
than that which he has done. 

“ When the motives which rendered this rupture inevitable were explained to the public, 
the King aferibed the conduct of the Republic to the true caufe ; that is to iav, to me unhappy 
influence of a fiiftion, which facrificed the intcrefl of the nation to rheir own private views. 
But the King, at the fame time, roanifefted the moll fin cere dclire to bring back rhe republic 
to that fyftem of ftri£t union, efficacious alliance and reciprocal protc&ion, which has lb much 
contributed to the welfare and glory of the two States. 

“ When the Emprcfs offered her good offices to effect a reconciliation by a particular peace, 
the King teflificd his gratitude Ho her for that frefh proof of a fiienchhip which he values lb 
highly, and avoided expoftng the mediation of hef Majdiy to a fruitlef? negotiation. He ex¬ 
plained his rcafons, which perfuaded him that, in the prcfent difpoiition of the Republic, go¬ 
verned by a fa&ion, all reconciliation, during the war With France, would be merely fuper- 
ficial, and would afford an opportunity to the party which fways the Republic, to ad as fccret 
auxiliaries of all the King's enemies, under the nvafkof a pretended alliance with Great 1 ,’nfaiti. 

“ Rut if there ate any indications of change in this difpoiition, if the powerful intervention 
of her Imperial Majdiy fhoulcl be able to effc£t any alteration, and induce the republic to return 
to thole principles which the tnofl difeerning part of the nation have, never forfaken, his Tvli- 
jefty will be ready to treat with their High Mightincffes on the iubjeft of a feparatc peace; and 
it is his wifh, tliat. the Emptefs of all the Rullias may be the foie mediatrefs'of the price She 
has been the fufl to offer her good offices, and ib powerful an intervention as hers, cannot 
gain any tiling either in weight or influence by the nccdlion of the mofl refpcdablc allies. 

« The friendfhip of the Emprel's to both nations, the intercfl which her empire has in their 
reciprocal welfare, her known impartiality and elevated views, are fufficicnt pledges of the 
manner in which flic will conduft this falutarv work; and in a negotiation, the whole objed of 
which is to terminate a war, caufed by a violation of the treaties, and by an affiont offen d to 
his crown, liis Majefly relics, with the utmollconfidence and iatisfudion, upon the mediation 
of a fovcrcign, who holds facred the faith of treaties, who knows ib well how to eilimate the 
dignity of fovereigns. and who has maintained her own, during her glorious reign, with fo 
much greatnefs and refolution. 

“ (Signed,) Stormont.” 

In the mean time, the lofs incurred by the Dutch was felt by them in a very fevere degree. 
The profits derived from their late commerce at St. Euftatius was immenle: it was a trade of 
clear and certain gain, as it confided almofl entirely in confignmcnts. 

Such heavy Ioffes as they had fuflaincd, in every particular, on the commencement of a war, 
in which they had involved thcmfelvcs without neccflity, and againft their bcfl interefls, excited 
the loudeft clamours among tbqfe people throughout the Seven United Provinces, who were 
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i;8r not entirely devoted to the French. That party which had recommended violent raeafurea 
againft Great Britain, began to lofe its popularity in proportion to the diftreiTes which were 
now daily accumulating on the trading individuals, of which the Dutch nation is chiefly com- 
pofed. Thefe diftreilcs occafioned very great dii'contcnts and complaints in fome of the pro¬ 
vinces: that of Zealand in particular, which, from its commercial interefts was more clofcly 
conncQed with Great Britain than the others, ’exprefled a flrong averfion to the hoflile difpo- 
fition of Holland. It prefented, therefore, a memorial to the States General, fignifying its 
opinion, tliat a negotiation flrould be let on foot in order to put an end to the difference be¬ 
tween Great Britain and the Republic, and earndlly requefted that fuch meafures might be 
adopted, as would fpeedily reftore that harmony which had fo long fubfifted between them. 

This memorial was ftrongly fupported by the merchants and trading people of the city of 
Middleburg, the capital of Zealand. They represented in the moft free and explicit terms, 
that the Englifh and Dutch could not engage in a war with each other, but to their mutual 
injury: they alleged the long and clofe intimacy between the Britifti nation and the people of 
Zealand : this province was full of Englifh traders, the number of whom fettled in Middle¬ 
burg alone amounted to near 2000: a war with England, therefore, muft prove highly de¬ 
finitive to them, and would deeply affet the interefts of the whole Republic. 

Thefe remonftrances, however well founded, made no impreffion on the .States. The 
French fa&ion was now become fo powerful, that all reafon and argument were over-ruled, 
and the refolution taken to profccute hoftilirics againft Great Britain with theutmoft vigour. 

She applied to the courts of Pctcrfburg, Stockholm and Copenhagen, claiming their affift- 
ance in confequence of the compact of neutrality entered into with thofe powers ; and alleg¬ 
ing, that the declaration of war on the part of Great Britain, was folely caufed by their accef- 
flon to the treaty of neutrality. The following is the memorial delivered on this occalion by 
the States General to the court of Stockholm. 

“ The under-written envoy extraordinary from their High MightinelTes the States Genera! 
of the United Provinces, to his Majefty the King of Sweden, in purfuance of an exprefs order 
from his matters, has the honour to propofe to his Swedifti Majefty, 

“ That their High Mightinefies having acceded, by their refolution of the 20th of Novem¬ 
ber, 1780, to the treaty cf armed neutrality, in conformity to the invitation of the northern 
powers; and placing the moft perfe£t confidence in the power, magnanimity and fidelity of 
their imperial and royal Maiefties, for the fulfilling of their engagements, and the maintain- 
_ ing of their dignity, by accomplifhing a work fo glorioufly undertaken, namely, the liberty of 
the fcas, the freedom of navigation for all neutral nations, were not deterred by the confiJcra- 
tion of the confequences, which that acccfiion and declaration might be productive of to the 
Republic, from the part of the belligerent powers. But their High Mightinefies have declared 
in favour of this acceffion and declaration, in relying implicitly on the fentiments of their 
imperial and royal Majefties, whom they alfo acquainted in due time, of the meafures taken 
in confequence thereof. 

“ Tliat the event has alfo juftified their requifition, in regard to the BritUh court; fince the 
minifter of the latter, after his fruitlefs endeavours to thwart the acceffion to the alliance, took 
the refolution, on the firft notice he had of it, to fpeak in a (train truly unprecedented, and 
ill fuited to the mutual regard which the refpeftive fovtreigns owe to each other; without io 
much as granting to the Republic a fufficient time to confidcr on the matter, according, to the 
political fyftem of the Republic, which his Britannic Majefty is fully acquainted with; the 
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1781 Englifh. miniftcr infilled, nevcrthclefs, upon an immediate and fpecdy fatisfaflion, and the 
punifhment of a pretended offence, occafioncd by the difeovery of a negotiation with North 
America, without receiving, as an ample fat is faction, the provifional anfwer, nor the formal 
dilavowal of their High Mightineffes of a negociation, of which (as acknowledged even by his 
Britannic Majcfty) they had not the lea ft fliare, or knowledge: of a negociation, relating to a 
pretended treaty, which, in itl'elf, fufficiently denotes, from its terms, only the {ketch of an. 
eventual treaty entered into by private perfons, without being formally authorifed thereto by 
the body of the magi Urates of Amllerdam, or by the ftates of the province of Holland, and 
much lefs by the States General, whole members arc alone autborUed to enter into engage¬ 
ments in the name of the Republic. 

“ The Biitifh mini her went even fo far as to refufe noticing the rcfolution, by which the 
province of Holland (the only one concerned) was required to deliberate, how far the laws of 
the country might give authority to profecute the perfons accufcd, and punifh them ; a forma¬ 
lity, without which no punifhment can be infii&ed, neither in England nor in this Republic, 
or any other country. Nay, the faid minifter went fo far as to threaten, that in cafe of a re- 
fufal, his fovereign would adopt fuch means, as to procure himfelf that fatisfaftion. It was, 
at the fame time, refolvcd to attack the Republic by furpri'/.e, and fo far haften the meafures 
taken to begin hoftilities, that Lord Stormont, making ufc of vain pretences, would not fo 
much as accept from Count Weldcren, the afoitfaid declaration, and anfvvered, under his 
hand, * That he (Stormont) could no longer look upon him as the miniftcr of a friendly 
* power, after having officially acquainted him of Iris King’s manifellowliilft this very ma- 
nifetto (and this ffiould be noted) was delivered into the hands of Count Weldcren, only an 
hour before the time appointed by Lord Stormont, the preceding day, for giving him audi¬ 
ence. That, moreover, although no mention is made in the manifefto alluded to, of the Re¬ 
public acceding to the treaty of the armed neutrality, (which it was of the uttnoft importance 
to pafs over in filence) it nevcr.thclcfs appears clearly, to the penetrating eye of your Majcfty, 
as well as to all Europe, if the whole proceedings are attended to, and the time and manner in 
which the manifefto was publilhed, that the hatred, occafioned by the Republic acceding to 
the confederation of armed neutrality, is the true motive of his Britifh Majefty’s refentinem, 
and the only one that could excite him to an open attack againft the Republic, by feizing, at 
cmee, upon a great number of Dutch merchantmen, and fomc (hips of war. Befides, that the 
aforefaid manifello, known to your Majcfty, fufficiently difplays the caule of England’s dif- 
plcafure; the more fo, as amongft. the pretences made ufc of to ■vamilh over the hoftilities 
againft the 'Republic, it is faid, that it had taken a neutral part: without tiie cabinet of St. 
James’s deigning to obferve, that fuch anfwer was infulting to the neutral powers, who are 
perfefUy acquainted with the treaties now in force between England and the Republic; and 
that the latter could not be charged with an intention of entering into an alliance with a power 
not lawfully neuter in the prefent conteft, and without obfcrving,that this liberty of negociat- 
ing had been put beyond all doitbt, by England itfelf; ftnee, by fufpending in April, 1780, 
the effe&s of the treaty paffed In 1&74, the F.nglilh have manifefted their intent of looking 
henceforth upon the Republic as a neutral power, no ways privileged by any treaty. 

That for the reafons hereabovc mentioned, the animofity of Great Britain appears ftill 
more confpicuous, from the ill-grounded reproach contained in the faid manifefto againft this 
Republic, that their High Mightineffes had encouraged the exportation of naval {lores for 
Trance, hv fufpending the ufual duties on tbofc commodities, wliilft it i? known to all the 
VoL.'jy. X* world 
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1781 world, thatfuch a fufpenfion has never taken place, and that -the Republic had a right to e*» 
port thofe commodities, not only agreeably to the treaty in 1674, but alfo in conformity to 
the principles laid down by the neutral powers in the convention of armed neutrality. That 
confequently it would be needlefs to enter any farther into the merits of the fait} manifefto; as 
bis Swedilh Majefty has it in his power to appreciate himfelf its value, and muft, moreover, 
be fully perfuaded that the line of conduit purfued by their High Mightinefies fince the be¬ 
ginning of the troubles with America, is an evident proof, that they have never favoured or 
countenanced the revolted colonies; witnefs the many partial condefccnfions in favour of Eng¬ 
land, which were merely gratuitous on the part of their High Mightinefies, by circumfcribing 
the trade within their own colonics; by refufing to grant the proteilion of their convoys to 
veffels laden with fhip timber; and by recalling the governor of St. Euftatia on fome ill- 
grounded complaints of the Britifh miniftry : condefcenfions which have been rewarded by the 
attack and feizure of the convoy of Count Byland; by a violation of the territories of this Re- 
public, and by the taking by force fome American veflels'from under the very batteries of the 
ifland of St. Martin. 

“ That their High Mightinefies having thus faithfully adhered to the fyftera of moderation, 
it is evident that the refentment of his Britannic Majefty arifes merely from their acccflion to 
the treaty of armed neutrality ; and that confequently, their High Mightinefies arc fully au- 
thorifed to claim the performance of the conditions ftipuiated in the articles Vll. VIII. and 
IX. of the treaty of armed neutrality, which form the balls of that union and alliance con- 
trafled between their imperial and royal Majeftiej. and the Republic. That therefore no ob- 
ftacle can hinder or delay the fulfilling of the engagements contracted by virtue of die faid con¬ 
federation, of which the Republic ought to be confidercd as a member from the very moment 
in which their High Mightinefies acceded to the Came resolution at the Hague; and difpatchcd 
their declaration, in conformity to the faid acccflion and convention, to the belligerent powers. 

“ That if their High Mightinefies had to complain only of a fingle a£t of offence, or an at¬ 
tack committed againft them, which was likely to be redreffed by the friendly interpofition of 
their allies, they would have claimed their intervention rather than have recourfe to arms; 
but as their High Mightinefies find themfclves actually aud Suddenly attacked in an hoftiie 
manner by his Britannic Majefty, in confequcnce of, and from mere refentment of the above- 
mentioned alliance, they find themfclves under the neccfiity of repelling force by force, and to 
return hoftilities for hoftilities; being fully perfuaded that the allied powers will not hefitate to 
make this their common caufe, and to procure to the Republic due fatisfaflion and indemnity 
for the Ioffes occafioned by an attack equally unjuft and violent ; and that the faid powers will 
moreover, in conjunction with the States General, take fuch farther meafures, as the exigen¬ 
cies of the prefent circumftances may require. This their High Mightinefies folicit with great 
earneftnefs, and rely upon it with fo much more confidence, as they are firmly perfuaded, 
that the generous and equitable fentiments, which aftuate their imperial and royal Majeftics, 
will not fuffer them to let the Republic fail a victim to a fyftcm of politics, not lefs glorious 
than founded in equity, and eftablifhed for the fecurity of the rights of neutral nations; and 
efpecially as the Republic, if left fingly expofed to the iniquitous and violent attacks of Eng¬ 
land, would hardly be able to cope with that overbearing power, and thus run the hazard of 
becoming totally ufelefs to the faid confederation. 

“ For thefe reafons, the under-written envoy extraordinary, infilling on the motives urged 
here above, and fully perfuaded that the ratifications of the treaty figned at Peterfburg, will 
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x 781 take place as foon as poifible, has the honour, in the name and by exprefs order of his mafiers, 
to claim the performance of the engagements ftipulatcd in the articles Vll. VIII. and IX. ot 
the faid treaty, and to require, in virtue thereof, a fpeedy and adequate afliflance from his 
Swedilh Majefty, whofc noble and equitable fentiments, acknowledged by all Europe, will 
not permit him to abandon the complete cftablifhment of afyftetn worthy the higheft praife. 

“ The fricndfhip and affeftion of your Majefty towards their High Mightincflcs leave them 
no doubt of your Majcfty’s willingly granting the afliftance which they now claim, and alfo 
promife to the under-written envoy a fpeedy and fatisfaftory anfwcr, which he folicits the 
more anxioufly, as every moment’s delay may be attended with heavy and irreparable Ioffes to 
the Republic. 

“.(Signed,) D. W. Van Lynden. 

But tliefc felicitations of the States General to the northern courts, though very urgent and 
prefling, did not produce the effect that was intended. They demanded an immediate rein¬ 
forcement of lhips of war; but the icaloufv entertained of the Biitifh power, was not greater 
than the dread of'cxpoling themfeives to its refentment, in the different members of the armed 
neutrality. They contented themfeives with remaining on the defenfive ; and were not in the 
leaft inclined to give any further provocation to Great Britain. They might alfo be of opi¬ 
nion, that the combination already formed again!! it, was fully fuflicient for the purpofes they 
had in view; and that by adding to it, the balance of naval power, for which it had been 
framed, might, contrary to their intentions, incline too much on the other tide. 

The fituation of the Seven United Provinces at this junfture, was very different from what 
it had been upon former emergencies of this nature. The Dutch are known to be a brave 
people ; but, from a long difufe of arms, they were now in a flate but ill prepared for war. 
Reiving too much on the difficulties wherein Great Eiitain was involved, they imagined that 
an open and avowed declaration of lioflilities again them, was a mcafurc they had not the leaf! 
rcafon to apprehend. 

The naval force of the Seven United Provinces, bore, at this time, no proportion to its 
fplcndor in former times, when it was able to meet the united ftrength of England and France 
on the ocean, and was equally the terror and the admiration of their enemies. Fourfcore 
years were now elapfed, fmee they had been under the neceflity of profecuting any naval war. 
During this long interval, their lhipping had been totally engrofled by the occupations of peace 
and commerce, and Britain was the laft power againft which it had been expefted, they lhould 
fit ft renew their exertions of war. 

On a review of their marine, it was found very inadequate to the ideas entertained by the reft 
of Europe. The Dutch were fully lenfible of the great danger to which their trade was evi¬ 
dently expofed, from the vail ftrength, enterprising difpofition, and near vicinity of the enemy 
with whom they had to contend; neverthelefs, fo remote had their thoughts lieen from a war 
with England, that the prcfervation of their commerce, which is the foie foundation of their 
power and profperity, had now no other domcftic proteftion than eleven fhips of the line, from 
60 to 70 guns, and fifty fhips and veffcls of war of inferior force. I his was but a lliadow of 
their ancient power at fea; but depending on the fupport of the enemies of Great Britain, they 
entertained no common hope of refilling with effeft filch detached parts of her maritime forces, 
as (he could fpare from the nccefiary defence of her numerous pofleffions in io many parts of 
the globe. 
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1781 In order, however. to remove, as much poffible, the imputation of folly and inconffiderate. 
nefs to which they were, at this time, very generally fubjtdf, the States General publifhed the 
following laboured manifdlo, in which they endeavoured to juftify their conduit towards 
Great Jjiitain. But the combined force of all the arguments and reafonings which it contain - 
cd, were by no means fufficient to make any profelytcs to their politics: for the Dutch to ac¬ 
cede to the confederacy formed againft Great “Britain, in conjunction with the Houle of 
Bourbon, was to give additional ftrength to the compait framed between the members of that 
too powerful family, whole enmity they had much more realbn to dread than that of the Bri- 
tilh nation, and of whofc ambition they liad more than once experienced the moft alarming 
confer] unices. 

“ If ever the annals of the world have furnifhrd an inftancc of a free and independent ftat:e 
being attacked by an enemy, in the mofl unjuftiiiable manner, and without the lead appear¬ 
ance of right or equity, by a neighbouring power allied for a long time, and bound by ties 
founded on the bafis of common intcrcft, it is without doubt, the Republic of the United 
States of the Netherlands, which finds itfelf in that cafe with his Majefty the King of Great 
Britain, and his minifters. From the beginning of the difputes, which had aril'en between 
that kingdom and its American colonies, their High Mightinefles, no wife obliged to inter¬ 
fere, had taken the firm and determined refolution to adopt and ftri&ly to adhere to the moft 
exaft neutrality: and when the faid difputes had kindled the flames of a war which hath em¬ 
broiled more powers than one, -and fpread in feveral parts of the world, their High Mighti¬ 
nefles have conftantly obferved and maintained the fame line of conduct; whilft, in the mean 
time, they have taken care to give on many occafions, and in fome inftances of a very eflential 
nature, the moft convincing proofs of their fincere inclination to conform to the wifhes of his 
Majefly : fo far as they could do it without going againft the rules of impartiality, or bringing 
in queftion their rights of fovcrcignty. 

“ It was with this view, and for this purpofe, that their High Mightinefles from the begin¬ 
ning, and at the requifition of iiis Britannic Majefiy, caufed moft exprefs inhibitions to be 
published againft the exportation of ail warlike ftorcs to the colonies of his Britannic Majefiy 
in America; and againft all fraudulent trade with the faid colonies : and in order that the faid 
prohibitions fhould be more cffe&ually carried into execution, their High Mightinefles made 
no difficulty to take fuch farther fleps as greatly circumfcribed their own navigation, and the 
trade of their fubjefts with the Dutch colonies in the Weft Indies. 

“ It was to further the above purpofes, that their High Mightinefles fent the moft exaft 
orders to all commanders, and governors of their colonics and fcttleraents, as well as to the 
commanders of their fhips of war, carefully to abftain from doing, in regard to the American 
flag, any thing from which could be juftly inferred or deduced in acknowledgment of the in¬ 
dependency of the faid colonics : and it is alfo, cfpecialiy to the above intent, that their High 
Mightinefles having received a memorial prefented to them by the Englilh ambaffador, full of 
the heavieft complaints againft the governor of St. Euftatia, condefcended to deliberate on the 
faid memorial; though couched in terms little confonant with thi regard which fovercign 
powers owe to each other: the confluence of the faid deliberation was the immediate recall of 
the faid governor, whom their High Mightinefles called to an account for his conduft, and 
who was not permitted to return to his refidertee till he had cleared liimfclf of all the charges 
brought againft him, before a court of juftice; a copy of whofc proceedings was foon. after 
tranfmitted to the minillcr of his Britauuic Majefty. 

“ By 
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1781 “ By fuch meafures as thefe, their High Mightinefles, who always carncftly wifhed to avoid 

giving the final left caufe of difeontent to his Britannic Majefty, have conftantly endeavoured 
to promote and cultivate perfeft harmony ; but his Britannic Majefty’s conduit towards the 
republic has been diametrically oppofite. 

“ The differences between the courts of London and Vcrfailles had fcarccly broke out, 
when they beheld the ports of England*filled with Dutch veflels, which were unjuftly feized 
and detained : thele velfels navigated upon the faith of the treaties, and were not laden with 
any other merchandize than what the exprefs tenor of the treaties had declared free and legal. 
They beheld thofc free cargoes forced to fubmit to an arbitrary and deipotic authority. The 
cabinet at St. James’s knowing no other rule than an afliimcd right of temporary convenience, 
thought piopcr to appropiiatc thofc cargoes to the ufe of thectown, by a forcible purehafe, 
and to employ, them in the l'ervice of tire King’s navy. The moll earned and lerious repre-- 
fentations on the part of their High Mightinefles againft thefe proceedings were incfTeftual, 
and it was in vain that they urged, in the ftrongeil manner poflible, the treaty fubfifting be¬ 
tween England and the republic. By this treaty, the rights and liberties of the neutral Jlag are 
decisively and clearly ftated. The fubjefts of Great Britain had fully enjoyed the advantages 
of this treatv, in the firft, and only cafe, wherein it pleafed the. court of London to remain 
neuter, vvbillt the republic was engaged in a war. Certainly then, in a reciprocal cale, that 
court could not, without the grcateil injufticc, refufe the. enjoyment of the fame advantages 
10 the republic ; and as little right as his Biitannic Majefty had to withhold the advantageous- 
thefts of this treaty from their High.Mightinefles, he had as little foundation for attempting 
to make them quit the neutrality they had embraced, and to force them to plunge into a war, 
the caufe of which related immediately to the rights and pofleflions of his Britannic Majefty 
lying beyond the limits of defenfive treaties.. And, notwithstanding, this treatv, his Majefty, 
from the commencement of the difference with the crown of France, has made no fcruplc of 
infringing and violating it.. The trefpaflls and infraftions made on this treaty, on the part of 
Great Britain, aud the arbitrary decifions of the courts of juftice in that kingdom, direftly 
contrary to the exprefs fanftion of the fame treaty, multiplied daily. The merchant veflels 
became the innocent viftims of the exaftions and accumulated violences of the Englilh men 
of war and privateers. They did not, however, reft there : the very flag of the States was not 
fpaied, but openly and outrageoufly infulted by an hoftile attack upon the convoy unuer the 
care of Rear-admiral Count de Bylatid. The ftrongeft rcprcfeniation from the States to his 
Britannic Majefty were difregarded, the fhips taken from the convoy were declared good 
prizes, and this infuit on the flag of the republic, was very foon followed by an open violation 
of their neutral territory, as well in Europe as America. They will content themfclves, how¬ 
ever, with reciting two examples. 

“ At the ifland of St. Martin, his Britannic Majefty attacked, and carried away by force, 
feveral veflels that lay at anchor under the cannon of the fort, where, according to the invio¬ 
lable rights of mankind, the veflels ought to have found a fccure afyluni. The infults com¬ 
mitted by an armed Englilh veflel on the epaft of the republic, near Geedereede, furnifli a 
fecond example of thefe violations. Thefe infults were carried fo .far, that many inhabitants 
of the ifland, who dwelt on the fhore, where they ought to have fuppofed themfelves fecure 
from any difturbance, were expofed, by the violence of the fire from the Blips, to fuch im¬ 
minent danger,, that they were forced to retire to the interior part of the ifland. Yet, for 
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t-Si thcfe unheard of proceedings, the republic, notwithflanding the flrongcft and belt founded 
rcprrfentations, has not obtained the {mailed fatisfa£lion. 

“ Affairs being thus fituated, fo that their High Might!neffes had no other alternative left 
them, but to fee the navigation and commerce of their fubjeeb, on which the ruin or profpe- 
rity of their republic alone depends, totally annihilated, or elic to adopt meafurcs liofliic ta 
their old friend and ally ; at this period the Emprefs of Ruilia, urged by a generous magnani¬ 
mity of difpofition, thoughtproper to interfere, and with as much afl'eftion as humanity, invited 
the republic to take the jufleft meafures, and fuch too as were entirely confident with the treaty 
fublifting between the States and other powers, for the defending and maintaining, in con- 
junftion with her Imperial Majefty and the other northern powers, thofe privileges and im¬ 
munities which the rights of nations and the moft falctnn treaties allowed to neutral flags. 

“ This invitation could not but be infinitely agreeable to their High Mightinefles, fince 
they confidered it as a means of fecuring the undifturbed commerce of their fubjefts upon the 
moft folid bafis, and as holding out a method of protefting their independence again ft every 
infraftion, at the fame time that it propofed nothing at all derogatory to the alliance contra&cd 
between them and his Britannic Majefty, or the other belligerent powers. But this was a 
ineafure of which the court of London endeavoured to deprive the republic, by proceeding 
with precipitation to the moft defperate extremities, by recalling their ambaflador, by the pub¬ 
lication of a manifcfto, containing a lift of fictitious grievances, and by granting letters of 
marque and pretended reprifal againftthe States, their fubjcCts, and their property; by which 
violence, indeed, this court did nothing more than clearly carry into proof and practice the 
defigns which they have for a long time foflered, of difregarding the true and eflential interefts 
which conncCt the two nations, and of deftroying the bonds of their ancient amity, by an at¬ 
tack fo replete with injuftice. 

“ It will not be at all neceflary to enter into an elaborate refutation of the reafons, and pre¬ 
tended griefs Which were alleged in the manifcfto, to convince every impartial man of their 
entire want of folidity. It will be fufficient to obferve, in few words, with rcfpeCt to the 
offer which was made by his Britannic Majefty for opening an amicable conference, that the 
foie objcCt of thefe conferences could only be this,—to take into confederation the naval treaty 
fpoken of above ; that the conftruCtion of this treaty, conceived as it is in terms the moft clear 
and exprefs, could not be a fubjcCt of any doubt or equivocation ; that it gives the neutral 
powers a free right of conveying to the belligerent powers all kinds of naval flores; that the 
republic, neither propofing any thing elfe to themfelves, nor defiring any thing more of Ins 
Britannic Majefty, than the quiet, undifturbed enjoyment of rights ftipulatcd in this treaty, a 
point fomanifeft, and incontrovcrtibly equitable, could not perceive any reafon or motive for 
a negociation, or any other new convention, which muft have been derogatory to the treaty 
in queftion, particulary as their High Mightineffes could not prevail upon themfelves, nor 
experience the leaft difpofition to renounce, voluntarily, rights juftly acquired, nor to defift 
from their rights by a regard fort he court of England ; a renunciation, which, though advan¬ 
tageous to one of the belligerent powers, would be totally incompatible with the principles of 
neutrality, and by which their High Mightinefles would, from another quarter, have fub- 
jeCtcd the ftate to dangers, which they think it is their duty moft foiemnly to avert: a renun¬ 
ciation alfo, which would have carried with it a moft irreparable injury to their commerce and 
navigation, which is the.principal fupport of the republic, and the fonree of all their profpe- 
*ity; for the different branches of their commerce are feverally fo intimately conne&cd with 
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*781 each other, fo as to form one whole, that it is impoffible to feparate one part of fo principal 
a nature as was expe&ed by the court of London, without the entire ruin and dcftru&ion of 
the general body: not to mention, that at this time, when their High Mightinefles made a 
reafonable difficulty of acceding to the propofed conference, they yet qualified, and tempered 
this effeftual exercifc of their rights by a provisional rcfolution. 

“ As for the fuccours required, their. High Mightinefles cannot diffemble, that they never 
could conceive how his Britannic Majefty thought himfelf juftified to iufift, under the moft 
diftant appearance of right or equity, for the affiftance ftipulatcd by the treaties, at the time 
when he had already foregone the obligation which they impofed on him towards the republic. 
Their High Mightinefles were not lefs furprifed to fee, that whilft. the difturbances in Ame¬ 
rica, and their direft confequenccs, could not affeft the republic by virtue of any treaty, and 
that the affiftance had not been reqtfied before the declaration of the court of Spain had in- 
creafcd the number of the belligerent powers; his Britannic Majefty had neverthelefs taken, 
©ccafion, from this event, to infill on his demand with fo much earneftoefs, as if his Majefty 
bad a right to pretend and maintain, that a war being once kindled between him and fome 
other power, was alone fufficient to compel the States to grant dire&ly, and without any pre¬ 
vious examination, the faid ftipulatcd affiftance. 

“ The republic, it is true, had bound itfclf by treaties to aid and affift the kingdom of 
Great Britain, whenever that power ftiould be attacked or threatened with an unjuft war : the 
republic was moreover to declare war, in fuch a cafe, againft the aggrcflbr-, but their High 
Mightinefles never intended to give up that right which is the nature of a defenfivc alliance, 
and which cannot be difputed to the allied powers, to examine firft, and before they grant the 
required affiftance, or take part in the war, the principles of the diffeotions which have pre¬ 
vailed ; the nature of the differences from which they fprang; as alfo to inveftigate and ma¬ 
turely weigh the reafons and motives which may enforce the cafus foederis , and which are to 
form the balls of the equity and lawfulnefs of the war, on the part of that confederate ftate 
claiming the aforefaid affiftance. There is not a treaty extant, by which their High Mighti- 
liefles have foregone the independence of the States, or facrificed their interefts to thole of 
Great Britain, fo far as to deprive themfelves of the right of fo neceffary and indifpenfable an 
examination, by taking fuch fteps as might infmuate, that they Ihould be looked upon as com¬ 
pelled to fubmit to the pleafure of Great Britain, by granting the required affiftance; even 
when the above court, being at variance with another power, thinks proper to prefer a war 
to an amicable accommodation on well fupported complaints. 

“ It is not therefore through fpirit of party, or the fcheme of a predominant cabal, but after 
a mature deliberation, and by a defire of lupporting the deareft interefts of the republic, that 
all the provincial ftates rcipeftively have, with one voice, teftified they were of opinion, that 
the affiftance required Ihould be politely refufed ; and their High Mightinefles would not have 
failed to communicate to his Britannic Majefty, in confcquence of thole refolutions, an an- 
fwer to the repeated requefts for affiftance, had they not been prevented from fo doing, by the 
violent and unprecedented infult offered to the Dutch flag, under the command of Rear- 
admiral Byland ; by their being refufed redrefs on fo ferlous a matter, and by his Majefty’s 
declaration, no lefs ftrange than unjuft, in regard to the fufpenfiou of the treaties which fub- 
fifted between him and the republic. Thcfe were fo many events, which, as they required 
deliberations of a different kind, put an end to thofe which were held in confequencc of the 
aforefaid requifitions. It is in vain, and in oppofition to all truth, that endeavours have been 

ufed 
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4781 u fed to multiply the number of grievances, by alleging the fupprefiion of duties on exports, f s a 
mnfure calculated to facilitate the carrying of naval flares over'to France : for, befides that the 
diiid fupprdlion is an ohjeft which refpedls the interior regulation of commerce, to which all 
Sovereigns have anincormovertible right, and for which they are accountable to no one, the 
■matter has been put in deliberation, hot never finally refolved upon ; fo that thele duties arc 
ill on the former footing : and what is fet forth, r'cfpedting this matter, in the nianifcfto, is 
■totally ground!efs •, though it cannot be denied, that the conduft of his Britannic Majefty to, 
•waids the republic, furnilhed their High Mightincfies with but too many motives to jullify 
•fiich a meafme on their part. 

“ The difpicafure of his Britannic Majefty, in regard to what has been done for Paul Jones, 
ns equally groundlefs. Their High MightincfTes had, for many years before, given general 
and pofitivc orders for the admifBon into their ports* of all privateers and arnred fliips, with 
their prizes ; orders which have been obferved and executed without the leaft exceptions : in 
this cafe, their.High MightincfTes could not defift from fucli orders, in regard to an armed 
ihip, which, provided with a comtniflion from the American Congrcfs, was in the Tcxcl, to- 
gethcr with the frigates of a fovcrcign power, without affuming the part of judges, and giving 
a decilion in a matter which their High MightincfTes were not obliged to take any cognizance 
of, and in which it feemed to them contrary to the mtereft of the republic to interfere. Their 
High Mightincfies, therefore, tliougkt it beft not to fwerve from the rules eftablifhed for To 
long a time; but refolved to lay the ftrongeft injundlions, ieft the faid privateers and armed 
’fhips Ihould take in any warlike florcs ; and defired them to quit the road as Toon as poflible, 
■without being permitted to fojourn, but juft as long as would prove abfolutcly neoaffary to 
repair the damages fullered at fca ; declaring formally, at the fame time, that in cafe of a longer 
delay, their departure fhould be positively infilled upon. To this purpofe, the commanding 
-.officer in the faid road took care to make every requifite difpofition, the e/Tcdis of which the 
.privateer of Paul Jones had hardly time to prevent. 

“ In regard to what happened in other parts of the world, the informations transmitted to 
their High Mightincfies, from time to time, from the Eaft Indies, are in dircdl oppolition to 
thofe which feem to have been laid before his Britannic Majefty. The frequent complaints 
-of the Eaft India direftion, addrefied to them, and which the love of peace had obliged them 
to (mother, as rt were, in their breatls, are fo many incontrovertible proofs of the aflertion. 
The meafures taken in regard to the Weft Indies, before mentioned, will ferve at all times 
for an unqucftionable proof of the fmcerity, of the zeal, and of the attention with which their 
High Mightincfies have afiiduoufty endeavoured to obferve, in tliefe countries, the 1110ft exadl 
and ftridl neutrality ; nor could their High Mightincfies-find out the Icaft legal proof of any 
infraction of their orders in this refpedt. 

“ As for what concerns the projedt of an eventual treaty of commerce with North Atncticn, 
framed by a member of the government of the province of Holland, without the fandlion of 
any public authority, and the memorials prefented on this matter by the Chevalier Yorke, 
•the matter happened as follows :— 

“ -As Teonas this ambaflador had presented a memorial, dated November 10, 1780, their 
High Mightmcfles, .without noticing the exprefiious, rather unbecoming between fovereigns, 
with which this memorial abounded, did not delay entering into the moft ferious deliberation 
on that matter ; and by their refolution of the 27th of the fame month, they did not hefitate 
to difclaim a»d difapprovc publicly, whatever had been done in this affair. 


‘ After 
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t 7SI lC After this, they had every reafon to expect that his Britannic Majefty would have acceded 

to this declaration ; fince he could not be ignorant that their High Mightinefles have no jurif- 
tli&ion over the refpeftive provinces, and that it was to the dates of Holland to whom, as 
being invclted, as the flates of the other provinces, with a fovcrcign and exclufive authority 
over their ftibjedts, was to be fubmitted an aftair, which their High Mightinefles had no rca- 
fon to doubt, but the other dates of tlje faid provinces would regulate according to the exi¬ 
gency of the cafe, and conformably to the laws of the date, and the principles of equity. The 
cagerncfs with which the Chevalier Yorke, by his fecond memorial, indited on the pun'ffh- 
ment, could not, of courfe, but appear very dratigc to their High Mightinefles, that if he did 
not receive, the very fame day, an anfwcr to his memorial in every refpedt fatisfadory, he 
fhould find himfelf obliged to acquaint his court thereof by an extraordinary courier. Their 
High Mightineifes, informed of thV declaration, foon perceived its importance, as a mani- 
fedation of the meafurcs already determined on in the King’s council; and although, accord¬ 
ing to the edablifhed cudom, fucli verbal declarations from foreign miniders admit of no de¬ 
liberation, they, nevcrthelefs, thought proper to let it afide on this occafion, and to defirc their 
recorder to wait on the Chevalier, and inform him, that his memorial had been taken ad 
referendum, by the deputies of the refpe&ive provinces, according to the received cudom and 
conditution of government ; adding, at the fame time, what feemed defignedly omitted in the 
manifedo, that they would endeavour to frame ai»anfwer to his memorial as foon as poflible, 
and the conditution of government would permit. In confcqucnce thereof, a few days after, 
the deputies of the province of Holland gave notice to the aflembly of their High Mightinefles, 
that the dates of their province had, tina voec, refolved to requite the advice of their court of 
juftice in regard to the requifition of punifhmcnt; requeding the faid court to give their opi¬ 
nion as foon as poflible, Foregoing all other affairs. Their High Mightineifes did not fail to 
acquaint the Chevalier Yorke with the above refolvc; but what was their furprizc and aftonifli- 
lnent, when they underdood that the faid ambalfador, after having read his inftrudtions, had 
font a note to the recorder, wherein he called the above faid refolvc illative, and flatly refuted 
to traniiuit it to his court ! 'This obliged their High Mightinefles to fend it to Count W’el- 
deten, their minider at London, with orders to lay it immediately before the mini tier of his 
Britannic Majefty ; but the retufal of the latter created an obttacle to the execution of thole 
orders. 

“ All the circumdances of this affair being thus expofed, the impartial public will be able 
to appreciate the principal motive, or rather pretence, to which his Biitannic Majedy has had 
rccourle, in order to give a fcope to his defigns againd the republic. To this we may reduce 
the whole matter:—His Britannic Majelty was informed of a ncgociation which would have 
taken place between a member of the government of one of the provinces, and a reprefentative 
ol the American Congrcfs ; which ncgociation intended to lay the plan of a treaty ol com¬ 
merce to he concluded between the republic and the faid colonies, cafu quo, that is to lay, that 
in cafe the independency of thofe colonics fhould be acknowledged by the crown of England : 
this ncgociation, although conditional, and holding by a claufe which depended on the anterior 
adt of his Majefty ;—this negociation, which, without the faid aft, or anteiinr declaration, 
could not have the lead cfFcdt, was fo mifeondrued by his Majefty, and excited his difpleafure 
to fucli a degree, that he thought proper to require from the States a public difavowal and dis¬ 
approbation, as well as a complete punifhmcnt and fatisfadtion. It vvas in confcqucnc-, and 
without the lead delay, that their High Mightinefles acceded to the fhft pair of his rup.-ii t'on . 
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1781 but the punifliment infilled upon, was not within their power; and they could not aflent to 
it, without ftriking at the root of the fundamental conftitution of the i'tate. The ftates of the 
province of Holland were the only ones to which it pertained lawfully to take cognizance of it, 
and to provide thereto by the ordinary means, and by the authority of the laws. This fove- 
itign flatc, adhering to the maxims which oblige them to refpeft the authority of the laws, 
and fully convinced that the maintaining that department in all the integrity and impartiality 
which arc infeparable from it, is the firmeft bafis of the fupreme power ; that fovereign flatc, 
obliged by what is held mod facred, to defend and proteft the rights and privileges of its fub- 
jefts, could not forget itfclf fo far, as to fubmit to the will of his Britannic Majefty, by at¬ 
tempting to overturn thofe rights and privileges, and exceeding the limits preferibed by the 
fundamental laws of its government: thefe laws required the intervention of the judicial de¬ 
partment; and thofe were the means which the above Bates refolved to ufe, by requiring, on 
this objeft, the advice of the court of juftice eftablifhed in their province. 

“ By an adherence to this method, it was, that before tire eyes of his Britannic Majefly, 
the Englifh nation, and all Europe, were difplayed the unalterable principles of that juftice 
and equity which form the leading feature of the Dutch conftitution, and which, in fo impor¬ 
tant a part of public adminiftration, (wc mean that which concerns the exercife of the jufticiary 
power) will for ever ferve as a bulwark againft whatever could militate with the fecurity and 
independence of a free nation. It was'alfo by thefe means, and by following this road, that, 
far from precluding juftice, or evading the punifliment required, a free courfe, on the con¬ 
trary, has been laid open to a regular procefs, conformably to the conftitutional principles of 
tire republic ; and by the fame rcafon, in fhort, depriving the court of London of any pre¬ 
tence to complaint of a denial of juftice, care has been taken to anticipate the lcaft fhadow os 
appearance of rcafon, which might have authorized that court to make rcprifals ; to which, 
neverthclefs, it has had tecourfc without fcruple, in a manner equally odious and unjuft. 

“ To thefe ends, and fince, after the repeated outrages and heavy loflcs which the fuhjcifts 
of this republic muft have experienced from his Britannic Majefty, their High Mightineflcs 
find themfelves furthermore provoked and aflailed by his aforefaid Majefty, and compelled to 
ufe thofe means which they have in hand, in order to defend the precious rights of their liberty 
and independence ; they entertain the firmeft hope that the Lord of Hofts, the God of their 
fathers, who, by the palpable direftion of Providence, fupported and carried this republic 
through the greateft dangers, will blefs the means which they have determined to employ, by 
crowning the juftice of their arms with the ever-triumphant affiftance of his omnipotent pro¬ 
tection ; whilft their High Mightineflcs will ardently figb after the inftant, when they fliall 
fee their neighbour and old ally, but now their enemy, recalled to fentiinents more modeiate 
and equitable. And it is at that period, where their High Mightineflcs will improve all the 
opportunities which, confonant with the honour and independence of a free Hate, may tend to 
a reconciliation between them and their old friend and ally. 

“ Thus given and fettled in the aflembly of their High Mightineflcs, our Lords the States- 
General of the United Provinces, at the Hague, the 10th day of March, 1781. 

(Signed) “ Coc^Haaftan, Vt. 

“ By command, H. Fagel. 

Some time in the month of April, a memorial was prefented to the States-Gcneral by Mr. 
John Adams, agent for the American Congrcfs at the Hague, declaring the firm refolution of 
lire feveral United States of America to maintain their independence, at all hazards; pointing 
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1781 out the advantages which would accrue both to Holland and America from a mutual alliance ; 
and therefore requiring them to acknowledge the independence of the United States of Ame¬ 
rica, and to enter into equitable treaties with them, and fuch as lliotild be beneficial to both 
countries. 

About this time, the King of Pruflia acceded to the armed neutrality, which was become 
fo formidable, as to oblige the court of London, in a ihort time after, to make a concefTion 
refpefting the navigation of the Baltic, not quite confident with tint high tone which 
had lately been affinned. A declaration was made by the King of Denmark, “Tint the 
Baltic being, from its peculiar and local fituation, an inclofed fea, in which the tliips of all 
nations might, and ought to navigate in peace, and enjoy all the advantages of a public tran¬ 
quillity, his Majcfly could not permit, that any (hips of war or privateers of the belligerent 
powers, thould enter the fa id fea, with a view to commit liotfi lities againft the fuhjefl of any 
date whatever.”—It was addeJ, that the two other northern courts had adopted, and would 
fupport the fame fyftcm. And on the 2tft of April, orders and indrudions were publifhed in 
the London gazette, by which his Britannic Majcfly ftriitly charged and enjoined the com¬ 
manders of all fhips of war, and the commanders of all lhips and veflels having letters of 
marque and reprifal, not to flop or detain any fhips or veflels in the Baltic, for the putpofe of 
making prize of the fame ; but that they fhould fuffer all fuch fhips or veflels as they fliould 
meet in tliofe feas, to proceed on their refpedivc voyages, without interruption. 

Towards the clofe of the month of March, the Count de Grade had failed from Bred, with 
ai lhips of the line, and a fleet of merchantmen and tranfports, confiding of near 300 vcflel;, 
on board of which were 6000 troops. His deftination was for Martinico, where he was to be 
joined by another fquadron ; and from the inferiority of the Britifli fleet commanded by Ad¬ 
miral Hood, which was fent to oppofc him, he arrived there with little interruption. 

Thus flrengthened, the Marquis dc Bouille, governor of Martinico, on the departure of 
Admiral Ilood for Barhadoes, made an attempt, which had been for lomc time in agitation, 
of furprizing the illand of St. Lucia, the lituation of which enabled the Britilh to keep Mar¬ 
tinico in a date of continual alann, and to difeover and counteraft all the motions of the 
French. For this purpol'e, in the night of the 10th of May, the French governor landed a 
drong detach incur at St. Lucia, and fummoned the garrifon to furrender: but though it was, 
at this time, far from numerous, the commanders, after returning a refolute anfwcr to the 
meflage, {hewed fuch a determined difpofition to refidance, as well as fuch able preparations 
to put it in execution, that the French did not dare to proceed in their intended attack, hut 
withdrew, with their whole armament, to Martinico. 

To compenfate, however, for this failure, a large body of French troops was difpatclied to 
effeft a landing on the illand of Tobago. On their appearance off the illand, on the 23d of 
May, Governor Fcrgufon difpatched a fwift failing vcllel with the intelligence to Sir George 
Rodney, at Barhadoes, who immediately fent Admiial Drake, with fix {ail of the line, fame 
fiigates, and a regiment and two additional companies, to its relief. On the 29th, (which 
was the day after the rear-admiral’s departure) he received intelligence, that the French fleet 
had been feen to the windward of St. Lucia, and were apparently (landing towards Tobago. 
On Rear-admiral Drake’s making the illand, on the 30th, lie dil’oovcred the enemy’s fleet, of 
27 fail, to lcewaid, between him and the land. He immediately diipatclicd his fwift ell frigates 
to inform Sir George Rodney of what had palled, as well as ot his own return; and ariived 
in fight of Carlille bay on the 2d of June. 
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1781 In the mean time, the French had landed their troops, to the number of 3000 regulars : 
whilll, according to the governor’s public account, the whole force that could be collected for 
the defence of the illand, including regulars, militia, and fcamen, amounted only to 47.7 whites, 
of all forts, who held arms in their hands; but to thefe were added a (mall party of forty 
armed negroes, who behaved with undaunted courage on forne very defpenuc fervicc. 

After fomc attempts to impede the progrefs ol the enemy, Governor hergufou, with the 
regulars and militia,. ictired to a poll calk'd Concordia, which is an high, flrong lituation, 
commanding both fklcs of the iiland, where they were in veiled as cloiely as the nature of the 
ground would admit; the French general having in vain endeavoured to terrify the militia into 
a dela tion of their arms, by threatening plunder and confifcation to their plantations, if they 
did not, in a lhort given time, return to them. 

The ipirit and patriotifin Ihewn by the planters in general, during this unequal contell, is 
highly deferving of praife ; but the extraordinary inftances of magnanimity afforded by indivi¬ 
duals, claims particular notice. On the firfl advance of the enemy, and dilputc about pofts, 
Mr. Collow generoufly propol'ed to the governor to let fire to his own cancs, in order to dil- 
trefs them on their march, and to impede their progrefs through a difficult and narrow coun¬ 
try. During the fiege of Concordia, Mr. Law, underflanding that the governor was unwil¬ 
ling to deftroy his dwelling-houfe, amj the adjoining building, although they afforded fome 
cover to the enemy, not only made the propofal himlelf to have them burned, but carried it 
immediately into execution, under their fire, being affiled only by his owfi negroes, who 
fuffered not a little in the conflift ; and when the garrifon were retired to their laft ftrong hold 
and faftnefs, the way to which was extremely narrow, rugged, and utterly unknown to the 
enemy, neither the threats of immediate definition to his property, nor of infant death to 
himfelf, could, in any degree, force him to the talk of conducing the French army on their 
way to find the brave and patriot band that had devoted itfclf to the defence of the iiland. 

A large reinforcement now arrived from Marrinico with the Marquis de Bouille, accompa¬ 
nied by the whole French fleet, under the Count de Graflc. The iiland troops, therefore, 
were now fo clofely profiled on all lides, that very little hopes remained of their being able to 
maintain their ground ; more efpecially as they had received intelligence that the body of forces 
intended for their fuccour, under the care of Admiral Drake, had been obliged to put back, 
to avoid the very fuperior power of the French fleet. But, deprived as they were of all rea- 
fonable hopes of luccour, they do not feem to have been difeouraged. Kcfolving to hold out 
to the laft extremity, they now prepared to quit the place they had hitherto fo bravely defen¬ 
ded, but which could be no longer maintained, and retreated to a poll on the main ridge, 
where a few huts had been built, and fomc ammunition and provifions previoufiy lodged, for 
that purpofe. This retreat was fo well condufled, that the place was evacuated at one in the 
morning of the firfl of June, and notwithftanding the near fituation of the cncmv, the Mar¬ 
quis de Bouille was fo totally ignorant of the manoeuvre, that he lent a flag foon after day¬ 
break to fummon the garrifon to furrendcr. 

The French general, enraged at the cfcape of an enemy whom he had confidered as in his 
hands, and ft ill more provoked through the apprehenfion of the war being protrafled, from 
that enemy’s getting into a difficult country and an imprafticable poll, he began to depart 
from thofc principles ol liberal contefl and amiable lenity which had hitherto diflinguilhed his 
cotulufl. He did not fail to order an immediate purfuit of the garrifon ; hut finding his troops 
overcome by the heat, while the fugitives were yet four miles before him, and that he could 
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1781 not even procure any perfon who would condudt his army through the ftrong country and in¬ 
tricate ways which they had to pafs, he determined to make terror unite with force in fhorten- 
ing a bufmefs which promifed, otherwife, not only to become extremely troublcfomc as well 
as tedious, but which might, in the iffue, obilrudl thofe great obje&s which the French fleet 
had in view. He accordingly ordered two capita! plantations which were at hand to be de¬ 
frayed ; and finding that their dellruflion did not produce the deli red effect, he threatened to 
renew the fame orders at the cxpiiation of every four hours, until the ifland lliould be l'urrcn- 
dcred. (iovernor Fcrgufon fill wilhed to pvotraft the defence; butpcrccivingittobeim- 
poffible to prevent the inhabitants Irani making a furrender, lie, at length, thought it molt 
prudent, though he at IIrf refilled to concur in any capitulation, to interpofe in making the 
befl terms tor the ifland which he could polTibly obtain under the circumfances of it. The 
conditions were extremely favoural’i and advantageous: thofe of Dominica were laid as the 
gratind work hv the governor; and though they differed in fome points, the inhabitants were 
of opinion that Tobago had the advantage, in'this particular, of its filer ifland. 

While the French were thus entpkmul in the Welt Indies, their allies, the Spaniards, were 
endeavouting to recover thofe ptovfiiccs on the continent of North America, which they had 
loft in the preceding war. iJon iicrnaulo dc Galvez, governor of Lnuifana, had, in the two 
Jaft vears, been too fuccefisful againft the Britilh fettlcments on the Mififlippi, and the town 
and fort of Mobillc. Tliefe fucccffes, and the canfeijuent reduction of General Campbell’s 
fmall force, naturally extended his views to the taking of Penfacola, and thereby complcating 
the coiKjucft of the province. 

After fome unfucccisful attempts in the laf year, which had failed in their commencement, 
Don Galvez went himfelf to the 1 lavannah, in order to forward, and take upon him the com¬ 
mand of a great expedition from thence, which was intended for the beginning of the prefent. 
Fortune feetned at firff to fmile on Penfacola; but, unluckily, no means were, or probably 
could be afforded, to profit of the occafion. A violent hurricane had almofl ruined the Spa- 
nifh fleet. Four capital Ihips, beiidcs others of different denominations, were totally loll, 
and all on board perifhed. The lofs of lives were eftirnated at above two thoufand. The re¬ 
mainder of the lhattcrcd fleet put back to die Havannah, fevcral of them being difinafted and 
greatlv fhattered. The critical arrival of four llorc fhips from Spain during their abfencc, 
enabled them to refit fpeedily; and knowing there was no Britifh naval force in the way to 
oppofe them, without waiting till the whole fleet was in condition, they dii'patched five fail cl 
the line, with feveral fmaller veffels of war, to conduct Don Galvez, with between 7,000 ami 
8,000 land forces, on the expedition. This armament arrived before Penfacola on the ninth 
of March in this year, and was followed foon after by Don Solano, with the remainder of the 
fleet, the whole amounting to 15 fail of the line. 

The principal ilrcngth of the place was in the defence of the harbour; for while that was 
maintained, the enemy would not only be cxpoled to great difficulties and diiadvantages in 
their landing, but afterwards, in the covering and carrying on ol their approaches; and which 
would be Hill too diftant from the works to produce much effedt. But the land batteries were 
not l’ufficient to guard the entrance, without fome naval fupport; and that which they now had 
was weak indeed, confifling only of two floops, or other final) vellels of war. J hefe, how¬ 
ever, gallantly feconiled the batteries, and both together gave much trouble and caufed no final! 
delay to the enemy. Their vaft fuperiority of lorce, when it could he brought properly to 
bear, was, however, irrcfiftiblc. The paffage was, accordingly, forced,—the landing effedt- 
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17R1 ft],—the ground broken,—and the fiege commenced in form by fca and land. The garrifon 
was weak., and ■ ompofed of aluioft all forts of men. Detachments from, or rather the remains 
of different Hritrfh regiments; Maryland and Pennfylvania loyalifts; fome of the German 
troops of VValdeck; together with failors, marines, inhabitants and negroes; and before tire 
place was elofely in veiled, a few Indians formed the motley allcmblage, whofc lot it was to 
defend Pcnfecola againft fuch a formidable force*. 

It was, certainly, much to the honour of General Campbell, the governor, that there was 
not the fmalleft difcordance in fuch a various garrifon ; and it was no lefs praile-worthy to 
themfelves, that the whole behaved bravely, patiently and obediently through every part of 
the fiege. It is alfo proper to add, that the captains, officers and crews of the two royal Hoops 
of war, after burning their vcflels, bore a diftinguiftied part in defending the fort. Indeed 
every part of the defence was vigorous; and, notwithftanding the weaknefs of the garrifon, 
fome well direfted fellies were gallantly made and fuccefsfully executed. In the firft week of 
May, the befiegers had done nothing thatpromifed a fpeedy attainment of their objedf. They 
were, however, by no means flow in advancing their works, and the fate of the place appeared 
to be inevitable. But it would Hill have coft them much more time and trouble to have be¬ 
come matters of it, if an untoward accident had not fruftrated the hopes of the befieged. 

The principal defence of the place confided in a ftrong advanced redoubt, by which it was 
covered, and which commanded the rfarrow approach to it on the land fide. This was accord¬ 
ingly fupported to the laft, which had been hitherto done with fo much lpirit and refolution, 
that the woiks had differed Id’s than could poffibly have been expe&ed. The accidental fall of 
a bomb near the door of the magazine belonging to the redoubt, and which lay under its 
center, determined the fate of Pcnfacola. The burtting of the bomb forced open the door, 
fet fire to the powder within, and, in an inftant, the whole body of the redoubt prefented no¬ 
thing but an heap of rubbifh. Of about ico men who differed by this cxplofion, three parts 
loft their lives, and the fourth were milerably maimed and wounded. Two flank works, how¬ 
ever, ftill remained entire ; and, by the extraordinary prefence of mind and intrepidity of the 
officers who commanded in thefe, and the ikillful ufe they made of their artillery, the befiegers, 
who ruffled on to take advantage of the confufion, and to ftorm the place, were, in their firft 
onfet, repulied. By this brave exertion, time was obtained to carry off’ the wounded, and 
fuch pieces of artillery as were not buried in the ruins: but the enemy foon after bringing up 
their whole force to attack the flank redoubts, they were of ncceffity abandoned. 

The enemy, at length, made an appearance of advancing to ftorm the body of the place; 
hut the ftate of preparation they perceived, induced them to rclinquifh the defign. They, 
however, derived fuch advantages from the poffcflion of the ruined redoubt, that the place was 
no longer tenable; for they commanded fome of the principal batteries fo cffe&ually with their 
final 1 arms, that the foldiers and feamcn could no longer ftand to their guns. In thefe cir- 
cumftances, and without the moft diltant hope of relief, it would have been madnefs to pro¬ 
long the defence. It may, however, be proper to obferve, that in this ftate of imminent 
danger, and with all the horrors of approaching deftru&ion before them, not a fingle word, 
concerning a furrender, was heard in the garrifon. A11 honourable capitulation was obtained 
by Mr. Chcfter, the governor of the province, and Major General Campbell; and that was 
all that could have been hoped or expefled. The place was delivered up on the ninth of May, 
which was two months from the firft appearance of the enemy heforc it. Thus fell the pro¬ 
vince 
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ed for Great Britain by the treaty of Paris. 

During the tranfa&ions which agitated Europe and America, the Britifh empire in the Eaft 
was harraffed with no common viciffitudes of fortune. The dif'eontents which we have already 
ftated to have art fen in the Eaft Indies, in confluence of the eftablifhroent of the fupreme 
court at Calcutta, were accompanied with other very alarming circumftanccs, which caufed the 
affairs of the Eaft India Company to he in a very critical and unfettlcd {late. The fervants of 
the company, who prclided over the pofleflions of Great Britain in that rich and extenfive 
quarter of the globe, were, at this time, involved in a conteft with the Mahrattas, who arc the 
only people of Indoftan that were not effectually fubdued, or who did not unanimoufly fubmit 
to the government, and acknowledge allegiance as fiefs to the throne of the Mogul. The 
celebrated Hyder Ally, one of the gi ateft politicians and warriors ever known in India, had 
alfo been engaged in a war with the Mahrattas ; but, afterwards, made peace and joined in a 
confederacy againft the Englifh. He complained, and we are afraid with fome reafon, that 
the latter had not kept their treaties with him; it was, at leaft, very evident, that the com¬ 
pany’s fervants had not adopted thole methods to keep on amicable terms with him, which a 
wife policy required. Hyder Ally, Regent of the kingdom of Myfore, was originally a foldier 
of fortune. He rofe, by degrees, from a low rank, to the fupreme command of the Rajah’s 
army; and, on the death of that Piince, impriforted his fon, whom he deftined to fucceed 
him on the throne, and lei zed the reins of government, affutning the title of guardian to the 
young Prince. Hyder Ally poflefled an extenfive, valuable and well regulated country; he 
was able to bring into the field a very numerous and well difeiplined army ; his revenues were 
great, and he was no lefs attentive to the payment than the difciplinc of his forces. At the 
clofe of the year 1779, his military force was computed to coniift of 70,000 infantry, of which 
20,000 were in regular battalions-; 30,000 cavalry, of which 2,000 were Abyfiinian horfc that 
conftantly attended his perfon ; 10,000 Carnatic horfe, well trained ; 400 Europeans; and 100 
pieces of cannon, which were worked by Europeans. He poflefled gieat courage and abilities; 
and it appeared, that his conduit in his civil capacity, has been fupported by a degree of poli¬ 
tical addrefs, unequalled by any Afiatic power that had yet appeared in Indoftan. Monfieur 
Bellecomhc, at Pondicherry, had kept up a conftant correfpondence, and left no arts unefiaved 
to engage him in the intereft of the French; in which objeft liis efforts were but too fuc- 
ccfsful. 

In the month of July, 1780, Hyder Ally broke into the Carnatic with a very large army, 
and made a confiderable devaftation in that country. A fhort time previous to this irruption, 
intelligence was difpatched from Mauritius, that it was intended by the French to fend to 
Hyder a confiderable reinforcement of troops and a fupply of military ftores, to enable him to 
ruin the Carnatic, and to take advantage of the fupine conduft of our Eaft India Company’s 
fervants in that quarter. 

It appears, indeed, that, at this time, there was a very criminal negligence in the govern¬ 
ment of Madras, rel’pe&ing the preparations neccffary to be made for oppofing the progtefs ol 
Hyder Ally,, of whofe hoftile and alarming defigns they had received very lufficient informa¬ 
tion. On the feventh of September, Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, with a detachment of 30c 
European infantry, fome artillery, three battalions of lepoys, and ten pieces of cannon, was 
attacked by Tippoo Saib, the fon of Hvder Ally, whom he defeated. Previous to this en¬ 
gagement Hyder liimfelf had laid fiege to Arcot, the chief town of the Carnatic ; but, after 
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> 781 Tome- fruitJefs days, thought proper to rclinquifli that expedition. Lieutenant Colonel Baiilie 
being informed, that Hydcr, with the main body of his forces, had got between him and 
M ajor Genera! .’sir Heftot* Munro, who commanded the grand Britifh army, thought proper 
to halt where lie was, and immediately di(patched fcveral letters by different routes to that Ge¬ 
neral, iufouning him of his fituation, and entreating him to make fuch a motion with the 
at my under his command as might effeft tlrcia junftion. The meafut es, however, adopted 
for this purpofe, were not of the molt expeditious nature, though a detachment was fent to 
his affiftance ; but before he could complete his objeft of forming a junction with the grand 
army, he was attacked by Hydcr Ally on the 10th of September. This aftion lafted fevcral 
bouts, and this handful of men, under the command of Colonel Baiilie, not only fuflained 
thcmfelves with amazing refolution againft the infinitely fuperior enemy, but would have gain¬ 
ed tire victory, if the accidental and unfortunate blowing up of fontc tumbrels of ammunition 
in the center of the Britifh lines, had not efiefted more than Hydcr Ally’s prodigious army 
had been able to do. Though the deftruftion of men was great from this accident, the total 
lots of ammunition was Bill more dreadful to the furvivors. Tippoo Saib inftantly caught the 
moment of advantage, and, without waiting for orders, fell with the utmoft rapidity, at the 
head of the Myfore and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken fquare of Britifh troops, which had 
not yet time in any degree to recover its order or form ; and the cavalry being fpeedily follow¬ 
ed by the French corps, and by the fftft line of infantry, the fate of that gallant band was no 
longer doubtful. All the Europeans were either cut to pieces or taken prifoners, and upwards 
of 2.000 fepoys are faid to have lain dead on the field of battle. In this engagement Colonel 
Baiilie and fevcral officers were made prifoners. Colonel Fletcher and the Captains Rumfey 
and Powell were killed. This viftory, however, according to the account given by an Euro¬ 
pean refident, at Hyder’s court, who was pvefent at the aftion, was very dearly purchafed. 
The {laughter fell almoft entirely upon the heft troops of the enemy, and was fo immenfe, that 
if a particular account of the lols could have been obtained, it would have exceeded all bounds 
of conjcfturc or belief. 

On receiving intelligence of this unfortunate aftion, a very ardent impatience to revenge 
their lols, appeared in the army commanded by Sir Heftor Munro ; but the General thought 
it imprudent to indulge their ardour. He was confcious of the weak flatc of his army,—the 
diminution it had fuffered from the detachment lie had fentto the afiiflance of Colonel Baiilie, 
and which was now entirely loft;—his total want of provifions,—his entire deficiency of ca¬ 
valry, and above all, the certain deftruftion of Madras and all the Britifh fettlcments in the 
Carnatic, fhould any enterprize, in the prefent pofturc of affairs, be attended with misfortune. 
From thefe confiderations, he refolved to make a retreat, though much to the difiatisfaftiou of 
the troops; and he accordingly marched to the neighbourhood of Madras, where lie was now 
determined to wait for the reinforcements that were on their way thither, before he entered 
upon any offenfive operations. 

The confequcnces of the late defeat were, in the meantime, very alarming. The diffen- 
tions in the prefidency became daily more violent ; and its authority was fo much diminillicd, 
that a body of fepoys openly revolted; and the countiics in fubjeftion to it,retained fo little at¬ 
tachment to its government, that the greater part of the inhabitants were in the intcrefts of 
Hyder Ally. 

That Prince had renewed the fiege of Arcot, the capital of the Nabob of that name, which, 
from the vigour with which it was carried on, and the dii-affcftion of tliofc who were fo de¬ 
fend 
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1781 fend it, to their fovcreign, the nntient ally of our India Company, that Hyder took the place 
in the beginning of November, with an immenfe quantity of warlike {lores, which fell into 
the hands of the enemy at a time when he was beginning to want them, and when they were 
equally ncceffary to thofe for whom they were provided. 

Such was the fituation of affairs when Sir Eyre Coote, who had been requefted by the Su¬ 
preme Council of Bengal to take upon fiim the command of the army in the Carnatic, arrived 
at Madras with a reinforcement of. Britifti troops. Indeed, the unaccountable negleft which 
marked every department of adminiftration there, leaned to be rather the effect of fomc do¬ 
mineering fatality, than either of weaknefs or indolence. The General himfelf obferves in hi * 
letters to the dire&ors, as well as to fome of the principal officers of Bate, that the fame inac¬ 
tivity and bad policy, which had operated in not colicfling the troops,—in the deleft of every 
kind of preparation,—in leaving the pafles open to Hyder’s entrance,—and in many other 
ruinous inflanccs, were Bill prevalent at the time of his arrival; and that what ought to have 
been their BrB care, lav as much ncgleflcd as if no enemy had been near. That even the ne- 
ceflary arrangements for the fecurity of Fort St. George, the very foundation of bur cxiftcncc 
on that coaB, had not Seen made ; that no pains had been taken to recruit the Blattered con¬ 
dition of the very final I army which remained for their defence ; that the field artillery vcqui- 
Btc for a campaign, was fo far from being in readinefs, that the carriages were then making 
up: that the troops were difpirited,—the fepoys deferting,—the country dcfolated,—the in¬ 
habitants treacherous,—all communications cut off,—their provifions confumed, and their ic- 
fourccs exhauBcd, That the Nabob, fo far from being able to give any aflifiance in this ex¬ 
igency, was himfelf without men, money, or influence, and looked up to the company to 
fupport his interefls and credit. To this was added the iiicrcafing fupciiority of the enemy, 
arifing from his good policy, as well as the power of his arms; for that Hyder Ally had taken 
every meafure which could occur to the mofl experienced General, to difirefs us, and to ren¬ 
der himfelf formidable ; and that his conduit, in his civil capacity, had been fupported by 
a degree of political addrefs, unequalled by any power that had yet appeared in Hindoflan. 
Such was the enemy, with whom the Eafi India Company were now engaged in fuch an ar¬ 
duous conteft; and fuch was part of a pi Arne of the affairs of the Carnatic, drawn upon the 
fpot, at the clofc of the year 1780, by Sir Eyre Coote. 

Among the many good confequeilces which Bowed from the arrival of that able officer, to 
take the command of the Carnatic, the unanimity which, from that moment, prevailed in the 
government, was among the firfl. The Council were unanimous in his fupport, and wifely 
committed the whole condu£l and management of the war, without referve, into his hands. 
An appearance of vigour, in fpite of actual weaknefs, and all the wretched circnmflanccs of 
affairs, accordingly took place in every department, and the enemy, impreffed with a very juft 
idea of the General’s fame and great military talents, marked their future condubl with great 
and unaccuflomcd precaution. 

Few generals ever had more difficulties to encounter, or a greater Bake depending, than Sir 
Eyre Coote at this juncture. His whole force did not exceed 7.000 men, and the enemy he 
was to encounter commanded an army confiBing of near 200,000. The Britilh General, how¬ 
ever, in the beginning of this year, moved from the encampment that had been f > long occu- 
* pied at Madras, and fuccecded in forcing Hyder Ally to abandon Wandewalh, which he was 
then befieging. After forcing the enemy to relinquilh his oiiginal entcrpriac, the next im¬ 
portant fcrvice was the fecuring Pondicherry. After the reduction of that fetflemctit two years 
V.ql. IV. . Z z before. 
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1781 before, the French, who remained there, had been treated with the moft exemplary lenity; 
their private property had been left untouched, and all their officers, both civil and military, 
had been indulged with every kind of liberty, on giving their parole. But the unexpected l'uc- 
ceffes of HyJer Ally, and the expectations of the fpeedy arrival of a powerful lquadron and 
confidcrablc military reinforcement from France, had wrought fuch a change in their beha¬ 
viour, that they could not conceal their difpofition to avail themfclves of the tint opportunity 
of breaking through their engagements with the Englilh; in lhort, fuch was their conduit, 
that it was thought necefFary to deprive them of their arms, to l'cize magazines which they 
had contrived to collcit, and to deltroy all the boats in their poffcflion. '1‘lie ucccffity of thefe 
meafurcs was foon juflificd by the arrival of a French lquadron off Pondicherry, in full con¬ 
fidence of being fupplied with water and other nccdlaries; hut which was obliged to depart in 
great diftrefs, for want of fmall craft to convey them on board. 

In the mean time, Sir Edward Hughes had performed great fervice on the Malabar coaft to¬ 
wards the clofe of the year, by the deftru£tion of Hyder Ally’s flipping in his own ports of 
Calicut and Mangalore, and thereby Mailing his favourite hope of becoming a formidable ma¬ 
ritime power. 

Sir Eyre Coote’s force being too weak to encourage adventure, and Hyder too cautious to 
hazard much without an abfolute qeceffity, nothing of confequcnce took place for fevcral 
months between the two armies. Such a Hate of things, however, could not he lading. Hyder 
having made preparations for the fiege of Tritchinopoly, the Englilh General marched with 
the army to Porto Novo, as well to fruftrate that defign, as to reprefs his depredation on the 
fide of Tanjour, and the fouthern provinces. In lhort, on the firft of July an engagement 
took place between the two armies, which Jailed from nine in the morning till four in the 
afternoon. The very fuperior lkill and great experience of Sir Eyre Coote and his officers, 
and the bravery and difciplinc of liis foldiers, were put, on this day, to a glorious trial;—it 
was not without the higheft efforts of generallhip and intrepidity, that the enemy was obliged 
at length to give way on all lidcs, after having been foiled in every attempt, with a terrible 
flaughter of their bravelt troops, and the lofs of Hyder Ally's principal general and his belt 
officers. But complete as this viftory was, many of its advantages were loft from the viflors 
being unpoffeffed of the means of purfuit; as the want of cavalry gave the enemy an opportu¬ 
nity of carrying off his cannon and baggage, and to make good his retreat; while Sir Eyre 
Coote was forced to content himfelf with remaining mailer of the field. Several other engage¬ 
ments took place, in which the Britilh troops were uniformly viftorious, and the troops of 
llydcr Ally difeouraged by a fucccffion of defeats, no longer poffeffed a fpirit to fecond the 
exertions of their leader. 

Such was the furprifing change, which the fuperior conduft and military talents of Sir Eyre 
Coote, feconded by fome excellent officers, and fupported by the unparalleled efforts of a 
fmall, but glorious army, had, in a lhort time, produced in the affairs of the Carnatic; and 
fuch were the leading events of one of the moll arduous campaigns recorded in the annals of 
the world. 

But previous to this favourable change in the company’s affairs, a motion was made by 
Lord North, “ That a committee of fecrecy ihould be appointed, to enquire into the caulcs 
of the war now fubfifting in the Carnatic ; and of the prelcnt condition of the Britilh poffef- 
fions in thole parts; and to report the fame with their obfervations thereon.” Though the 
acknowledged bad conduft of affairs in India, had rendered enquiries on that fubjed rather 

»" popular. 
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1781 popular, the proposal of a fecret committee met with much objection, and occafioncd a very 
fpirited debate. The fubjeft was certainly of the fufl importance, and, accotding to the ap- 
pcatanccs of the moment, the exiftcncc of the Britilh commerce and pofTeflions in the Eaft, 
depended upon the fpiritand policy of the mcafurcs which were then to be puri'ued. Difpntch 
was mod effentially nccetfary in this enquiry, and a fecret committee would certainly bt.il 
anfwer that purpofe ; the objects of enquiry were likewife of a nature which rcquiied ieorecy 
in the committee. Befides, they were by no means of a judicial kind; it was not intended 
that this committee fhould decide on the condufl of any man; their bufmefs was to report 
fafts,—■-and if thofe fadls fhould appear to the Ilbufe as grounds of accufarion again 11 any indi¬ 
vidual, he would then have an opportunity of defending himfelf, and the proceedings, of 
courle, muftbe public. The Houfe might alfo, if it fhould think it neccffary, call foi the 
minutes of the committee,—a circui.iftancc which feems to do away the idea of any bad con- 
fequenccs arifing from the propofed fecrecy. The minifter’s motion was, however, at length 
carried, and the committee, beftdes being poffelfed of the ufual powers to demand papers and 
examine witnefles, were authorifed to lit in the India Houfe ; to adjourn from time to time, 
and from place to place, as it fuited their convenience ; and to meet and purfue tlicir enquiries 
during the rcccfs of Parliament. 

The terms upon which the tninifler had fome time ago propofed a renewal of the Eaft India 
Company’s charter, were deemed by the company fo highly injurious to the rights, and fn 
exceedingly prejudicial to the intcrefts of that body, that all negociation was broken off, and 
the bufinefs lay entirely dormant during the two lull; years. We have already related, that in 
the preceding feffion, the Iloufe of Commons palled a vote for giving the three years notice 
decreed by ad of Parliament to the Company, previous to the dilfolution of their charter, that 
the capital flock or debt of 4,200,000!. which was owing them by the public, lltould L; fully 
difeharged, according to the power of redemption, by the 5th of April, 1783. 

The lituation of public affairs certainly required that matters fhould be brought to foinc con- 
clufion with the Company,—and in order to accelerate their motions, the tninifler held out 
the following propolitiems to the confederation of the Houfe of Commons;—whether it would 
be proper for the crown to take the territorial polTcffions and revenues entirely into its own 
hands, or to leave them to the management of a company? whether it would he proper to 
throw the trade to India entirely open, or to grant a monopoly of it to another company ? or, 
if it fhould be thought fitting to grant a new Charter to the prefent company, he propofed that 
it fhould be only for a fhort term, along with a confidcrable participation, to the public, in 
their profits and revenues; he further propofed, that a tribunal fhould he eftablifhed here for 
the purpofe of controuling and judging of the management of affairs in India, and for puniih- 
ing fuch fervants of the Company as fhould be cons isted of having abufcJ their power; that 
all difpatchcs received from India by the Directors, fhould he communicated to the .Secretary 
of State, and all difpatchcs fhewn to him before they were fent. Thefe propoiitions conclud¬ 
ed with a motion, that it was the opinion of that committee, that three-fourths of the furplus 
of the net profits of the Eaft India Company, ever fincc the Company’s bond debt was reduced 
to 1,500,000!. and the Company’s dividend had been right per cent, per annum, belong to 
the public,—and that 6oo,oool. in lieu thereof, and in dikhaige of all claims on the part of 
the public, be paid into his Majefty’s Exchequer by inftallments, in fuch manner, and fuch 
, times, as fhail he agreed on. 

This 
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j 76 j This fubjcft ncceflarily brought out every argument that could’ be employed on the different 
qucftions naturally arifing from the confideration of the rights of the Company, the claims of 
the public, and the interference of government. Nor was the bufinefs fefs agitated in the 
Company itfelf. On the 21ft of May, a General Court of Proprietors was held at the Eaft 
India Houfe, in order to take into confsderation the propofitions fubmitted by the Dire&ors 
for the bafis of an agreement between Government and the Company, when l'orae new matter 
was farted, which arofe from certain words in the firft proportion, that all the Company's 
prefent chartered privileges (ball be preferved entire, fo far as is coufiftent with the rights of 
the crown and Icglfiaturt. It was propofed to leave thefe laft words out; and Mr. Rous, the 
counfel of the Company, was called upon for his opinion, who declared, without the leaf, re- 
ferve, that the rights of the legiilature were novel rights ; that the rights of the crown were 
diftinft ; and fo were thofe of the Company derived from, and dependent on, thofe of tire 
crown : but he did not befitatc to give a moil decided opinion, that the law and. conftitution 
knew of no rights of the legiflature independent of the known privileges of Parliament, which 
had nothing to do ir* the prefent cafe. Tire words, therefore, and Upjhture were ftruck out. 
The proportion of the General Court of Eaft India Proprietors were as follows ; 

“ That all the Eaft India Company's prefent charter rights be preferred to them entire, fo 
far as is confident with the rights of the crown;—-that their exclufivc trade be prolonged for 
ten years, from March the firft, befides the three years notice to be given according to the aft 
of George If. and that, in order to alleviate, to the utmoft of their power, the public burthen, 
the Directors are empowered to pay into the Exchequer 600,000 1 . on condition of receiving 
in return bills on his Majcfty’s Exchequer, which, in cafe of any unexpefted exigencies on 
the part of the Company, the commiftioncrs of cuftoms and excife fhould receive as cafti for 
the Company’s accruing duties; fuch bilk not to bear intereft, or to be brought to market 
like other bills.” But thefe propofitions, when they were laid before the Houle of Commons, 
were oppofed by the minifter, and fet afide by the parliamentary motion which we have already 
Hated. In fhort, Government and the Direflors could not come to any conclufion in the 
bufinefs. Courts of proprietors were frequently held, and, in one inftance, they refufed to 
confirm an agreement which had been entered into by the Dirc&ors. In general, the terms 
held out by Government were confidered as fo uajuft, that it was more than once propofed in 
thofe courts, as the beft plan the Company could adopt, to difpofe of all their property at 
home and abroad, and putting an end to tie political exigence, reft their title to it on a legal 
decifion. 

In the mean time, the bad news which had arrived from India, and the dubious ftate o 
the Company abroad, could not but affeft the face of affairs at home, and operate confiderably 
upon the meafures and tranfeflions on both fides. The view of obtaining a large fura of 
money, for the renewal of their charter, from the Company, was, in the prefent ftate of 
things, totally clofed, The minifter, therefore, brought in a temporary bill, allowing the 
Company for a limited time, to continue their exclufive trade to India; to manage the terri¬ 
torial acquifitions and polfeflions in Afia; and to receive tire revenues arifing therefrom. The 
future provifions of this bill, though they tended to eftabliih a very great participation to the 
public in the revenues and profits of the Company, were not much controverted, as the fhort- 
nefs of its duration would afford an opportunity for making fuch alterations, as future circurn- 
ftances and opinions might fuggeft. But the rctrofpefhive effcA of this bill, in compelling 
the Company to pay the demand of 632,0001. made by Government, under a claim of parti¬ 
cipation 
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z;8i cipation in its paft profits, was ftrenuoufly oppofed; the Company likewife petitioned, and 
were heard, by counfcl sgainft it; however, it was at length carried, and after fome faint op¬ 
position in the Hoofe of Lord*, received the royal afient at the clofe of the feflion: but the 
claim of 632,0001. upon the company, had been reduced in its pafTage through the Houfe of 
Commons to 402,000!. It may not be improper to add, in this place, that in confluence of 
a report of the committee of proprietors/ appointed to examine the Eaft India Company’s ac¬ 
counts, it appeared, that the balance in favour of the Company at tire clofe of the laft year, 
appeared to be 13,458,8771. including the value of the Eaft India Houfe and warchoufes, as 
dlimated by the Company’s furveyor. 

On the 6th of June, the Houfe of Commons went into a committee, on a petition from the 
Governor and Company of the BanV of England. The minifler ftated the purport of it to be, 
that their charter expiring in the year 1785, they applied to Parliament for a renewal of it for 
21 years from that period, for which they propofed, as a valuable confederation, to lend to 
Government 2,000,oool. for three years, at three per cent. The intereft to be provided for 
by the finking fund; 1,000,oool. to be iflfued on the 15th of November following, and 
j,ooo,oool. on the 15th of the fucceeding February. This offer was confidcred by Govern¬ 
ment as fair and equitable both for the public and the Bank, and the money was to be applied 
towards paying off fo much of the navy debt. The proportion was oppofed, as being un¬ 
favourable to the public; but after much debate, ?t was, at length, agreed to, and a wH was 
prepared accordingly, and in due courfc received the royal aflent. 

The hope of conciliation in fome manner or form with America, and, confeguentlv, of 
withdrawing her from new connexions, was not yet totally extinct; and, under this impref- 
fton. Colonel Hartley, one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Berks, moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, to veft the crown with fufficient powers to treat, confult, and finally 
agree upon the means of reltoring peace with the provinces of North America; but this mo¬ 
tion was rejcXed on a divifion, by a majority of 106 to 72. 

On the 18th of July, the fefBon was clofed by a fpccch from the throne, in which bis Ma- 
jefty declared to both Houfes, that although the buCuefs of the feffion bad required a longer 
attendance than might have been confiftent with their private convenience, he was perfuaded 
that they looked back with fatisfaXion on the time they had employed in a faithful discharge 
©f their duty to their country, in the prefent arduous and critical ftate of public affairs. The 
zeal and ardour, he laid, which they had fhewn for the honour of his crown, their firm and 
Beady fupport of a juft caufc, and the great efforts which they had made, to enable him to 
furmount all the difficulties of this complicated war, muft convince the world, that the antient 
fpirit of the Britifh nation was not abated or diminilhed. Tliat, in the midft of thefe difficul¬ 
ties, they had formed regulations for the better management and the improvement of the re¬ 
venue; they had given additional llrength and liability to public credit; and their deliberations 
on the affairs of the Eaft India Company, had terminated in fuch mcafures as would, it was 
trufted, produce great and edential advantages to thefe kingdoms. His Majcfty added, that 
peace was the earneft wifh of his heart j but he had too firm a reliance on the fpirit and re- 
fources of the nation, the powerful affiftance of his Parliament, and the proteXion of a juft 
and all-powerful Providence, to accept it upon any other terms or conditions, than fuch as 
might confift with the honour and dignity of his crown, and the permanent intereft and fecu- 
rity of his people. The Parliament was then prorogued to the thirteenth of September 
following. 
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The fuccefs of Spain in America, did not compenfate for the conftant difappointment of all 
lhs efforts againft Gibraltar. 'I'he liege of this important fortrefs was continued at a prodi¬ 
gious expente, but without making the leaft progrefs. Nothing had been accomplilhed by the 
lleet and army that invefled it, but to reduce the garrifon to great ftraits, for want of a proper 
quantity of provilions ; hot this inconvenience was fupported with a degree of ready fortitude 
equally aftonifhing and meritorious. * 

From the departure of Admiral Rodney in the middle of February, 1780, the garrifon 
watted till the month of Oftober, without making any alteration in the ufual rations; but as 
the winter was approaching, the apprehenfion of the danger and difficulty that might attend the 
fending fuppiies, at that time of the year, induced Governor Elliot to reduce the allowance 
of bread and of meat, and to make fome other regulations nectffary for enforcing the flri£tcfl 
oeconomy in the article of food. 

In the beginning of the prefent year, provifions began to bd extremely fcarce, from the ex¬ 
penditure of almoft all that remained in the public fores, and the indefatigable vigilance of the 
enemy’s cruizcrs, in cutting off the communication by fea. About the middle of February, 
the town bakers left off work for the want of flour, and many of-the poorer people wanted 


bread. 


. Of the mod common and indifpcnfable ncceffaries of life, bad lb ip bifeuit, full of worms, 
* wa$ fold at is. per pound ; flour, in'not much better condition, at the fame price ; old dried 
peas at a third more; the worft fait, half dirt, the fweepings of fhips bottoms and ftorehoufes, 
at 8d.; old Iriflr fait butter, at 2s. 6d.; the worft fort of brown fugar brought the fame price; 
and Englifh farthing candles were fold at 6d. a piece: but frelh provifions bore ftill more ex¬ 
orbitant prices. Even when the arrival of veffcls from the Mediterranean opened a market, 
turkies fold at 3I. 12s. a piece; fucking pigs at al. 2s.; ducks at 10s. 6d.; and final! hens fold 
at 9s. a piece. A guinea was refufed for a calf’s pluck; and tl. ys. alkcd for an ox’s head. 
To heighten every other diftrefs, the firing was fo nearly ejehaufted, as fcarccly to afford a 
fufficiency for the indifpenfablc culinary purpofes; fo that all the linen of the town and garri¬ 
fon was waflied in cold water, and worn without ironing. This want was rooft fevcrcly felt 
in the wet feafon ; which, notwithftanding tlie general warmth of the climate, is exceedingly 
cold at Gibraltar. 

The diftreffes of the garrifon were well known in England, as well as the abfolute neceflity 
of relieving them without delay: but tire numerous demands of afiiftance from the various 
quarters of the world where the war was carrying on, rendered this fcrvice, however indifpen- 
fable, a matter of the greateft difficulty. So deeply, however, were the intcrefts and honour 
of Great Britain engaged in the relief of this important fortrefs, that to effeft it was one of the 
firft objefts of Government in the beginning of the prefent year; and the grand} fleet, under 
the condaft of the Admirals Darby, Digby, and .Sir Lockhart Rofs, was fitted out early for 
this fervice. It failed from Portfmouth ou the 13th of March, with the great Eaft and Welt 
India convoys. The neceflity of taking in provifions, detained it feme time at Corke, in Ire¬ 
land ; from whence it proceeded with the whole fleet. When the merchantmen feparated 
from it, to continue their rcfpe&ive voyages, the Englilh Admiral fleered diredUy for Cadiz, 
where he faw the Spanifh fleet, after all the threats and boafts of Spain, lying peaceably at 
anchor, without the fraalieft appearance of any intention to interrupt the deftined relief of 
Gibraltar, 
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Nothing could be more grievous to Spain than this event, nor more mortifying to her pride 
than the difgraco which, after ail her boafting, her navy now fuffered in the eyes of all Europe. 
She had fet her heart fo entirely on the recovery of Gibraltar, that (he fcarcely feemed to have 
another objeft in the war. She Javilhcd her treafures, with an unfparing hand, in that pur- 
fuit. The labour of the nation was exbaufied in the flupendous works which (he raifed before 
the place, and the whole naval and military force of the Hate, and its rcfources of every fort, 
fectned directed to that Single objed. The batteries were mounted with guns of the heavieft 
metal, and with mortars of the largcft dimenfiona; the number of'the former amounted to 
near two hundred, and of the latter to near fourfeore. The cannonade and bombardment, 
from this vaft arrangement of artillery, was dreadful beyond defeription. It was computed, 
by the artillery officers and engineers in the garrifon, that, during more than three weeks from, 
the firft attack, the enemy continued rcgulatly to expend, at leaft, 1,000 barrels of gunpow¬ 
der, of too pounds weight each, and to fire from 4,000 to 5,000 fhot and {bells, in every 24 
hours, upon the fortrefs. No powers of fupply could long fupport this expenditure : after 
difeharg'mg 7 5,000 fhot, and 25,000 {hells, in this courfc of firing, it was then lowered to 
about 600 of both in the 24 hours, on which reduced fcale it was continued for feveral weeks. 

The narrow extent of the fpot upon which this fhower of deftru&ion fell, was too much cx- 
pofed to cfcape its cffefls. The houfes, in number about 500, were moftly deftroved, and 
the inhabitants, computed at upwards of 3,000* experienced every bardthip that could arife 
from thedeftru&ion of their dwellings: they were forced to take fhelter at a diftance under 
tents, with fuch accommodations as could be contrived in fuch a fccne of confufion and hor¬ 
ror. On the departure of the fleet, many of them took that opportunity of returning to Eng¬ 
land, for which pwrpofe they were allowed a free paflage, and fupplied with provifions for the 
voyage. 

Towards the clofe of the fummer, however, the fury of the Spaniards feemed to be exhaufl - 
cd before Gibraltar. The works were found, by experience, fupci ior to all their efforts, and 
the town being deftroyed, there feemed to be nothing further to be done by the repetition of 
bombardment. Their gun-boats ftjli continued to be troubiefomc at night, which ierved to 
keep the garrifon in perpetual alarms ; but the Governor having received fome cannon of % 
very long bote, which were lent for the purpofe from England, had them fixed on the neareft 
batteries, fo that their Ihot reached to tire very center of the Spanilh catnp : and it being ob- 
ferved, that theie were fired in return for the attacks of the boats, the Spanilh commanders 
found it convenient to reftrain the one, in order to obviate the mifehief and confufion occa- 
fioned by the other. 

By the latter end of November, the befiegers had, with immcnle toil and expence, brought 
their wotk* to that Hate of perfection they intended. The belt engineers in France and Spain 
had united their rcfpeCtive abilities upon this occalion, and both kingdoms poiu ifed the molt 
fanguine expectations of their fuccd's. At this moment, General Elliot meditated a blow 
which was deftined to avert their defigns, and to produce a total defiruftiou of the fruits of fo 
much time, {kill, and perforating labour. 

On the 27th of November, a moft (pirited /ally was made by the garrifon, to florin and 
deftroy the whole of the advanced works of the Spaniards. The detachment, which was ap¬ 
pointed for thi* enterprise, was formed its three columns, and marched out at the fetting of 
the moon about three o’clock ip the morning. The columns were ftverally compofed of an 
advanced corps, a body of pioneers, artillery men carrying combuftibles, and a fufiaiuing 

a corps. 
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781 coips, with a rcfervc at the rear. The pioneers of the left column were feamen. Nothing 
cur exceeded the iilcnce and order of the march, the vigour and fpirit of the attack, or the 
nice and exact combination of all its paits. The whole front of the Spanifh wotks were at¬ 
tacked, at tire fame moment, with fuch irrcflfUble fury, that the enemy, after a fcattering fire, 
which was of no long continuance, gave way on all fidcs, and abandoned their fiupendous 
works with the utmoli precipitation. The pionters and artillery men exerted theinftlves in 
fuch a wonderful manner, and fpread their fire with fuch amazing rapidity, that, in half an 
hour, two mortar batteries of 10 thirteen inch mortars, and three batteries of 6 guns each, 
with all the lines of approach, communication and traverfe, were in flames, and lhortly ie- 
duced to. allies. The mortars and cannon were fpiked, and their beds, carriages and plat¬ 
forms deftroyed. The magazines blew up one after another in the courl'e of the conflagra¬ 
tion. The aftonifhed Spaniards, perceiving that ail oppofition would be fruitlefs, offered no 
other refinance than an iil-dircfted fire of round and grape ihor from the foits of St. Barbara, 
St. I’hillip, and the batteries on the lines, and remained in their camp the tame fpeftators of 
the deflruftion which they could not prevent. The whole fcrvice was performed, and the de¬ 
tachment returned to the garrifon, before day break. Two hours were found iuihcicnt to 
complete this aftive, important and glorious exploit. 

One of the firfl objefts in contemplation among the mercantile clafles in Holland, was the 
■interception of the fleet that was conveying to England the fpoils of St. Eullatius. Prepara¬ 
tions were accordingly made for that purpofe; but they were not ready at the time propofed , 
and fortune threw their rich prize intoother hands. The French Admiral, Monfleur dc la 
Motte Piquet, availing himfelf of the Britifh fleet, under Admiral Darby, being engaged in 
the relief of Gibraltar, failed from Breft, and, on the fecond of May, fell in with the ,Sr, 
Eullatius convoy, of which lie captured more than half; the remainder took (heltcr .in the 
ticarcfl ports of! reland. 

A fecret expedition to a very remote part of the world, was fuppofed to have been, for fome 
time, in the contemplation of the Britifh miniftry. The reports of great commotions in Peru 
and fome other of the Spanifh dominions in America, made it generally imagined, that the 
South Seas would have been the deftination of fuch an armament. It i'cems, indeed, probable 
that the numerous exigencies of the war could alone have delayed the prosecution of a defign, 
which promised to be attended with the mod fata! confequenccs t® the enemy. 

At this time, the defign was not only revived but adopted. A fmail fquadron, whole ob¬ 
jefts and deftination were kept feciet, under the conduft of Commodore Johnftone, with a 
body of land forces, commanded by General Meadows, accompanied the grand licet on its 
departure for the relief of Gibraltar. The objeft of this armament was undoubtedly changed 
in confequence of the Dutch war, which occafioned an attempt upon the Cape of Good Hope 
to be lubftituted, in the place of the larger field of South America. France being almoft as 
much intereftedas Holland itfclf, in the prefervatien of this place, readily exerted ittcif for the 
protefUon of it againft the defigns of Great Britain. M. de Sulfrcin, an officer of great 
courage, failed immediately with five fhips of the line, lx fide frigates, and a body of land 
finer s, to oppofc the Britifh aimament. The French commander came up with the Eng- 
3dh fleet at the Cape de Ycrd Iflands, and attacked it whi 1ft lying under the protection of 
the Portuguefc flag, in Port Praya, in the ifiand of St Ja go; fevcral outward bound 
Indiamtn being alfo under the Commodore’s convoy and then in that port. At the time when 
the French fquadron arrived, which was the *6th of April, 1781, at lea ft 1,500 petibns wire 
3 abient 
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1781 abfent fiom the Britifli fleet, who were engaged in watering, fi filing, embarking live cattle, 
and other neccfiary occupations : fignals were however immediately thrown out for tlr pe p!« 
alhore to haften on board, artel every preparation was made to itceivc the enemy. Although 
the Britifli itjuadron was completely furprized on tins occafion, it flood the attack of a mucli 
fuperior force with a coolnefs and refolulion, at which the French were rip ally aftonifhed and 
perplexed, who had pro mi fed to thcmfdves an eaty viflory.—They were, however, beaten oil"; 
and one of the haft lndiamen, winch they had taken, was recaptured. 

Having repaired the damages received in this engagement, the Biiiifh Squadron left Port 
Pr.iya on the 2d of Mav, on the projection of its original plan : and about the middle of 
June, the Commodore difpatched Cjptain Pigot, with J'otne of the befl failing frigates and 
cutters, to proceed towards the Southern extremity of Africa, in order, if potTihis, to obtain 
ibme intelligence of the Stale of the enemy in that quarter. Tiiat officer had the good fortune 
to Sal! in with, and capture, a large Dutch Er.tl India Ship, of ttoo tons burthen, which had 
lately filled from doldanha bay, near the Cape, and was laden with 'lures and provision.;, 
fidcs 40,000!. in bullion, for the island of Ceylon. By this circumstance information was ob¬ 
tained, that M. dc SutTrein, with five fail of the line, mc-il of his traafpott.:, and a conliderabb 
body of troops, had arrived it Fallc Bay on the 2 lil of June; and ?;ur ll-.-cua! Dutch Ear 
India Ships, homeward-bound, but afraid to proceed were then at anchor in Soldanha Bay, 
which lies about 14 leagues to the northward of Cape Town and Sent. 

To explain the cauls of their Iving at fo great a difiance from their principal fettlcmcnt and 
defence, it may be necdlary to oblervc, that Table Bay, upon which tiiele lie, is not on!-, 
much froaller, and lefs convenient than that of holdanha, but is exceedingly dangerous to Ship¬ 
ping during the winds that blow in the fummer months. Thefc bad projcitic^ attending 
Table liav, was the motive of M. de Sufficin';; anchoring in Fal fr Bay, when he, the bach 
of that very long and narrow neck of land running far 1r.1t into the fra, the mountain at whale, 
bred, forms what is properly exiled the Cape. The bottom of this bay lies wnh.u about thi.-o 
1 .spues, by land, of Ci pe Town., which is fituat.d .5 little, higher up, on the oppolit. roari. 
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and fucccfsfuilv conduced : of the five ships which were there, he took four ; the other iu 
unfortunately burned.—They were all vclfcls from 10to to 1500 tons burthen. 

The war with Great Britain was by no means a popular aft in Spain, and was gciimdiv 
considered rather as a court measure, originating born the influence of French cou.ueis, thin 
a, tin- rcfnlt of a policy founded on the real iutcrcfU of that country. The little nice.A, and 
the imnuuifc expeuce with which it had been Intiierto attended, could not but ioereiie the 
public dilTatisfaaion ; and the court itfclf Teemed, at length, to conirri. c a je.iloufy that France 
lad been more attentive to other objefls during the war, than to thole which w re to it-Ueidi- 
iiig and fo dear to itfelf. It became nccc-thuy, therefore, for the coutr ol V trlaiilcs to remove 
thefc impreflions and as neither Jamaica nor Gibraltar could aflorJ any Inch opportunity, for 
the prefent, the fcqueflercd iiland of Minorca, which, bom the nature and particular circum- 
fl.atices of the war, was ahnoft cut-oil from the pofhbilitv oi luccouv, could not elc&pc ohier- 
vatiou, as the ohjeft immediately offering for the purpole. 
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Tlie formation of this cnterprize took place early in the prefcnt year, but was for fome tin\e 
retarded by the grcatncls of the preparations it required. They were not completed till the 
latter end of June, when M. de Guichen failed from Bred, at the head of a fquadron confid¬ 
ing of the rnotl formidable fhips in the French navy: they were joined at Cadiz by 30 Spanilh 
fhips of the line, and a large number of tranfports, carrying a body of io.ood regular troops. 

Great Britain had now fo many obje&s to employ her attention, and they were all of fuch 
moment, that a fufficient drength could not be collected in time to prevent the junction and 
intended movements of the French and Spaniards, at the period and didance at which they 
were made. The combined powers left Cadiz about the end ol July, and landed their forces 
at Minorca on the 20th of Augud. Here they were fhortly after joined by about 6coo French 
from Toulon. The joint army of both crowns was entruded to the command of the Duke 
de Crillon, a French general of great reputation. 

It was the fate of Minorca, at this juncture, to be totally unable to make any effectual re- 
fiflance againd fuch a powerful enemy. The garrifori confided only of four regiments, two 
of them Britifh, and two Hanoverian : they were, however, excellent troops, and,commanded 
by two didinguilhed officers ; Lieutenant-General Murray, formerly governor of Quebec, now 
held the fame rank in Minorca, and was fcconded by Major-General Draper, who comman¬ 
ded at the ccnqucd of Manilla in thc.prcceding war. But the foldiers were fickly, and front 
that caufe, as well as the fmallnefs of their number, inadequate to the defence that would be 
neceffary againd fuch a multitude of affailants. Hence it was foon forefeen, that the prefer- 
vation of Minorca would prove a very difficult, if not an impracticable undertaking; efpeci- 
ally when the obdruCtions to all fuccours were taken into confideration. 

The combined fleet was contented with feeing the troops fafe into the Mediterranean, and 
then, trading them to a fmall convoy, returned, to the amount of near fifty fail of the line, 
to cruize at the mouth of the Engliffi Channel. Though this was an effectual means of pie- 
venting any fuccour from-being fent to Minorca, the enemy had other objeCts in view : they 
hoped to intercept fome of our great homeward-bound convoys, which were then eveiy day 
expeCted ; and a very large outward-bound fleet, which was on the point of its departure from 
Corkc, in’Ireland, held out a fimilar temptation. Nor can it be fuppofed that the gencial 
alarm and confufion which it was expeCted their appearance in the Channel, at fo critical a 
feafon, would occafion in thefe kingdoms, was, by any means, overlooked in the defign. A.: 
the enemy was enabled, from the great number of fhips, to ftretch acrofs the entrance of the 
Channel, it was refolved in England, notwithstanding the vaft fuperiority which oppofed ir, 
that the naval force then in readinefs, confiding of thirty Ihips of the line, ffiould proceed im¬ 
mediately to fea, in order to the prefervation of the expeCted Wed India fleet, an objeCt fer 
which it was to encounter every danger. Admiral Darby, who commanded the Britifh fleet, 
prepared accordingly for the execution of his orders; and the mod determined fpirit to fecond 
him, was manifeded by ail thofe who ferved under him: but he was detained by contrary 
winds in Torbay till the middle of September; during which time the enemy remained in 
pofleffion of the fea adjacent to the wed of England and the fouth of Ireland, and occafioncd 
no fmall alarm for the fecurily of the trade returning from Jamaica, and the other leeward 
Blands. The great outward-bound fleet for America and the Wed Indies, was not only fup- 
pofed to be in danger in the open harbour of Corke, but that city itfclf, which is totally un¬ 
fortified, and at that time dored with immenfe quantities of provifion, was confidered as a 
very probable objeCt of attack from the combined fleet. 
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1781 The wind Bill confining the Brkifli fleet in Torbay, the French and Spanifh admirals were 
tempted, by its inferiority, to attack, it in that pofition , but, after much debate on the f'ubjeft, 
that defign was laid afidc, for the caficr talk of intercepting the expefted fleet from the Well 
Indies. With thefe intentions, the combined fleet bore away from the Channel; but the 
weather, very foon after, became fo tempeftuous, that they were obliged to rclinquifli their 
view's, and make the beft of their way to their refpeftive ports. 

In the mean time, the Britifh mercantile fleets arrived fafe from every quarter, to the great 
mortification of France and Spain ; as they had employed the ntmoft exertions to cut off thofc 
refources for the profecution of the war, arifing from the prodigious importations of wealtli 
from the tranfmarine poffelTions of Great Britain; being confeious that the humiliation of this 
country could never be effefted by any other means than by wounding her commerce. 

The war had hitherto Ianguiihcd in Europe, as well as in every other quarter, on the fide 
nf Holland. Their fleets were not only in a very bad condition, hut they afiomfhed the world 
by the difeovery of a weaknefs by no means fufpefted, confilling in a deficiency of teamen, and 
a total want of naval Bores, in both of which they had ever been held to abound beyond any 
other nation, except England, The vicinity and fit us non of their ports, even with that Bate 
of imperfect preparation in which they now were, ptoved, however, a very mortifying check 
upon the naval operations of Great Britain in the couific of the year, and prevented fame of 
thole vigorous exertions which might have been ‘otherwifi; made againB her other enemies. It 
became abfolutely ncccffary to keep a fquadron in the Downs, as well to watch their motions in 
general, as to prevent their intcrcourfc with the fouthern parts of Europe: and it was Bill 
more dlcntially requisite to have fuel) a force in the north fcas, as would he capable of ruining 
their immcnlc commerce on that fide, and of effectually prote&ing our own ; including alfo 
the further great objeft of preventing the poflibility of reftoring their marine, by cutting off 
their only lourccs of every kind of naval fupply. 

This very important fej vice was committed to the conduit of Admiral Hyde Parker, a vete¬ 
ran commander of eftablilhed reputation, who failed from Portfmouth in the beginning of 
June, with four Blips of the line, and one of 50 guns, for the north fea. The Dutch, in the 
mean time, were employed in equipping a number of their flouteff Ihips, for the proteftion of 
a large fleet of merchantmen bound to the Baltic. The command of them a as given to 
Admiral Zoutman, a refolute and experienced fea man, who failed from the Tcxel about the 
middle of July : his force confifted of eight Blips of the line, fiom 74 to 54 guns, ten fiigates, 
and fomc other armed vcffcls; moB of their frigates were very large, and carried an uncom¬ 
mon weight of metal. They were alfo joined by the CharlcBown, an American frigate of an 
extraordinary confiruftion, lhc being as long and as large as a Blip of the line, with fcvcral 
hundred men on hoard, and thirty-fix 4a pounders upon one deck: lhc took, this opportunity 
of failing with the Dutch fleet, in order to go north-about, on her way to America. 

Admiral Barker was on his return with a large convov from Klfineur. He had been joined 
by feveral frigates fincc lie left Portfmouth, and by the Dolphin of 44 guns; and, in this moft 
critical and dangerous conjunfture, was very timely reinforced by Commodore Keith Stewait, 
in the Berwick of 74 guns, who had been for fomc time on the coafi of Scotland. The Bri- 
tifli force confiBed of an old 80 gun Blip, carrying no heavier metal than a 50, an old 60, that 
had been difeharged, but was lately refitted for fcrvice, two of 74, a 64, and 350; to which 
the admiral was obliged to add the Dolphin frigate, in order to fupply the inequality in num¬ 
ber of his line of battle to that of the enemy. 

3 A a 
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1781 The hoftile fleets came in fight of each other, on the Dogger Bank, very early in the morn¬ 
ing of the the 5th of Auguft, 1781 ; when Admiral Parker, perceiving the number and ftrength 
of the enemy’s frigates, detached the convoy, with orders to keep their wind, lending liis own 
frigates along with them, for their protection ; and as foon as this difpofition was made, he 
threw out 3 grneral fignal for the fquadron tp chafe tlie enemy. The Dutch were by no 
means difpofed to fhun the conflift ; they likewise detached their convoy to fome dhlance, 
when they drew ttp with great coohiefs in order of battle, and waited the fliock with the utmoft 
compofure. None of that manoeuvring was praflifed, on either fide, through which the 
French had eluded the complete decifion of fo many naval aftions. Admiral Parker, in the 
Fortitude, ranged a-breaft the Dutch admiral’s fhip, and the afiion commenced with the ut- 
moft fury and violence on- both ficies. The cannonade continued, without intermiflion, for 
three hours and forty minutes : fome of our fhips fired between 2000 and 3000 fhot each.— 
The Dutch fhips were much fuperior in weight of metal to thq Engiifh of the fame rates:— 
This difference, however, was but little confidcred; but their heavy frigates, as well as the 
Clrarltflown, having intermixed with their line, took a very effective part in the aft ion, and 
did confiderable mifehief, by raking our (hips, and firing at their rigging, while clof'ely and 
defperately engaged with a fuperior enemy. Such returns were however made, that they paid 
dearly for their temerity ; and the Charlcftown, among others, fuffered fo feverelv, that it was 
long fuppofed fhe had gone down cither in, or foorr after the aftion. 

At length, both fquadrons had received fo much damage, that, about noon, they ware be¬ 
come equally unmanageable. The Britifli admiral exerted his utmoft fkill to keep his Blips 
in a line, and to continue the aftion, but found it impra&icable : the Dutch were in the fame 
fituation,—The Engiifh Blips were chiefly wounded in their mafts and rigging; but as they 
fired entirely at the hulls of the enemy, and, by their fuperior alcrtnefs and expedition, dif- 
charged a much greater quantity of fhot, the Dutch fhips were fo extremely Blattered, that 
they were with the utmoft difficulty kept above water, until they reached, fcparatcly, and in 
the greateft diftrefs, notwithftanding the aid of their numerous frigates, fuch of their ports as 
Were neareft to them ; but the Hollandia of 68 guns, and one of their belt fhips, went down 
in tire night after the engagement, and the danger was fo fudden and extreme, that the crew 
were reduced to the melancholy ncceffity of abandoning their wounded in quitting the flap. 

This was a very bloody aftion.—The flain and wounded, on board the Britilh fquadron, 
amounted to about 450, among whom were fevcral officers of very fuperior merit:—The fame 
lift, on board the Dutch fhips, though endeavoured to be concealed, was well known to exceed 
a tboufand. 

Such was the iflue of this celebrated engagement; the firft that had taken place between the 
Engliffi and tbc Dutch for upwards of a century. The valour and emulation difplaycd by 
both parties, was in no degree inferior to that which had been exerted by their rcfpc&ive an- 
ceftors, when contending for the empire of the ocean, in the days of Cromwell and Charles 
the Second. 

The advantage was certainly on the fide of the Britifh admiral: he remained, with his 
fquadron, on the place of aftion after the enemy had quitted it; while the Dutch were ob¬ 
liged to abandon to their own care the merchantmen under their convoy, who were com¬ 
pelled to drop the profecutioa of their voyage, and to make the befit of their way to their rc- 
fpeffive ports. 
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1781 Tills wa* one of the fevereft difappointments that could have befallen the Dutch ; in this 
fleet were centered the hopes and refources of the mercantile ciafles, which had been at a vail 
expence in fitting it out, for its ufual defoliation to the northern parts of Europe: they now 
faw thcmfelves totally excluded from that principal fund of their commercial opulence, and 
obliged, to their great mortification, to have recourfe to the alfiftance of France for proteftiore 
on their own coafts. * 

On the return of the Britifli fquadron to the Nore, the fervice done to the public by the 
admiral, was noticed in the moil diftinguifbed manner. The King honoured him with a 
vifit, and treated him with thofe marks of attention and regard to which he was fo eminently 
entitled. 

During the remainder of the year., 4 lie ports of Holland were completely blocked up, and 
its trade intercepted from the limit beneficial quarters. The Dutch, who had not for a ccn- 
tuiy experienced any of the di lire lies arifing from a naval war, now felt them to a great ex¬ 
tent. The commonalty, upon which, of courfe, it chiefly fell, was loud and ungovernable in 
its murmurs; and it was for fome time imagined, that the hardfhips under which it laboured, 
would have produced internal commotions of a dangerous nature : certain it is, that no little 
alarm was excited, and that the difcontcnts were fo general, that fufpicions of that kind did 
not appear entirely void of foundation. 

In the lummer of this year, the following paper, propoftng the intermediation of the King 
of Sweden between Great Britain and Holland, was prefented by Baron Nolken, the Swedish 
miiiiftcr refident in London, to Lord Stormont, one of his Majefty’s principal fecretaries of 
Bate. 

“ The King does not imagine it neccflarv, at this time, for him to enter into an explana¬ 
tion of the principles which have governed his conduit ever fince he afeended the throne of 
his ancdlors. He has been guided by the love of peace; and he could hare wiflicd to have 
fecn all the other European powers enjoy that blcffing as uninterruptedly as himfelf. Tlicfe 
dcfircs, diilated by his natural fentiments of humanity, have not been fulfilled. The flame 
of war, kindled wi another hemifplierc, has communicated to Europe ; but the King Bill flat¬ 
tered himfelf, that this conflagration would not extend beyond its firil bounds; and, particu¬ 
larly, that a nation, entirely commercial, which had made neutrality the invatiahlc foundation 
of its conduit, would not have been enveloped in it: and yet, ncverthelefs, this has happened 
almoft in the very moment when that power had entered imo'thc mofl inoffenfive engagements 
with the King and his two northern allies. If the raofl rigid impartiality that was ever ob~ 
ferved, could not exempt the King from immediately feeling the inconvenicncies of war, by 
the confiderable Idles fuftained by liis commercial f ubjcils, he had much greater reafon to ap¬ 
prehend the confequenecs, when thofe troubles were going to be extended; and, ro conclude, 
when neutral commerce was about to endure new fhackles, by the hoflijities committed be¬ 
tween thofe two powers. The King could not fail to perceive thefe evils, and to wilh finccrely 
that the tneafures taken by the Emprefs of Ruflia for cxtinguifhing this new war in its begin¬ 
ning, might be crowned with the molt perfect fucccfs; but as this falutary work has nat been* 
brought to perfeflion, the King has refolved to join with his allies, the Emprefs of Ruflia, and. 
the King of Denmark, in endeavouring to difpoie his Britannic Mnjcfty to liflen to the pacific 
fentiments which their High Mightincflcs the States-General luve already made known, by 
their coufcnting to open a negociation for peace. 


« If 
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3781 “ If fuch are the inclinations of that monarch, which ought not to be doubted, it appears 

that a fufpcnfion of boftilitics would be the moftcffeutial prelude to their accomplifliment; as 
military operations accompanying a ncgociation of that nature, can only ferve to embarrafs 
and retard the matter, whilil the allied courts with for nothing more than to be able to acce¬ 
lerate it, by every method that may tend to the advantage and fatisfaftion of the two bellige¬ 
rent powers. * 

“ In the fincerity and reftitude which animate his Majedy and his two allies, he cannot 
conceal the apprehenlion which he feels from the report of the continuation of the war, which 
may he produftivc of the mod fatal confequenccs, and may revive a variety of controveriies and 
difputes. This motive, and more particularly, adefircto prevent a further effufion of blood, 
are confederations which ought to operate on the mind of the King of Great Britain ; and in 
the entire confidence which his Majefty places in thofe circumftanccs, he would receive the 
trued fatisfaftion, if, by his interpofition and mediation, joined to that of his allies, he fiiould 
fuccced in terminating the differences which have taken place between Great Britain and the 
United Provinces* 

(Signed) “ The Baron tje Nolkf.n. 

On the 18th of September, Lord Stormont gave the following anfwer of the B ritil h court 
•to the Svvcdilh envoy; 

“ The prefervation of public tranquillity has been the flrd objeft of bis Majedy’s care, 
during the whole courfe of his reign The commencement of that reign was dgnalized by the 
redoratiou of peace. * 

“ The King made very great facriiices to humanity to procure that bleding ; and he had 
reafon to flatter himfelf, that, by fuch moderation, in the midft of viftory, he fhonld fecuie 
the public quiet on the mod folid and durable foundations; but thofe hopes have all proved 
fallacious, and thofe foundations have been fbaken by the ambitious politics of the court of 
Verfaillcs. This court, after having fecretly fupported the rebellion kindled in America, 
openly joined his Majedy’s rebellious fubje&s: and on account of this violation of public 
faith, and this cl ire ft aft of hodility, lie commenced the prcfcnt war. * 

“ The conduft of the republic of Holland, through the whole courfe of the prefent war, 
has excited a general indignation.—This nation prefents itfelf under a very did'erent afpeft 
from that of a nation merely commercial; it is a rcfpeftablc power, for a long time bound to 
Great Britain by the elofed alliance. The principal objeft of that alliance was their common 
fafety, and exprcfsly the mutual proteftion of each other againft the ambitious defigns of a 
dangerous neighbour, which their united efforts have fo often defeated, to their reciprocal ad¬ 
vantage, and to that of all Europe. 

“ The defertion of all thefe principles of alliance, which the King, on his part, condantly 
adhered to,—«n obfiinate refufal to fulfil the mod facred engagements,—a daily infraftion cl 
the mod folenui treaties,—aflidance given to thofe very enemies againft whom he had a right 
to demand fuccour,—an afylum and proteftion granted in the Dutch ports to American 
pirates, in direft violation of the mod clear and prccifc ftipulations,—and, to complete the 
whole, a denial of juflice and fatisfaftion for the affront offered to his Majefty’s crown, by a 
clandeftiue league entered into with his rebellious fubjefts:—Thefe accumulated caufes ot 
complaint, made it impofliblc for the King to take any other mcafurcs than thofe which he 
has done, though with the moil fincere regret.—In explaining to the public the reafons winch 
rendered this rupuuc inevitable, he aferibed the conduft of the republic to the true canfe,— 

namely, 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


1781 namely, to the fatal influence of a faflion, who facrificcd the national intereft to their own 
private views ; but the King expreffed, at the lame time, the molt earned delire to bring back 
the republic to that fyltem of clofe union, efficacious alliance, and mutual protection, which, 
has fo much contributed to the profperity and glory of the two ftates. 

“ When the Etnprefs of Rufiia tendered her good offices to effeft a reconciliation by a fepa- 
rate treaty of peace, the King, in expreffmg the gratitude which tiiat frefh proof of a friend- 
11 up which ever appeared to him fo valuable, juftiy merited, declined expofing her Imperial 
Majelty to a fruitlcls negociation : but now;, that there arc fomc marks of a change in the dif- 
pofiiion of the republic,—feme indication of a delign to return to tlsofe principles which the 
wile If part of the Batavian nation have never deferted, a negociation for a feparate peace be¬ 
tween the King and their High Migbtinefles, maybe opened with fomehopes of fuccd's, under 
the mediation of the Emprcfs of Ruffia, who was the firft to propole her good offices in this 
lalutary work.—If his Majefty did not immediately avail himfelf of that offer, it was becaufc 
lie had every reafon, to believe that the republic only fought, at that time, to amufe him by ail 
inftdious negociation : but the King would think that he made but an ill return to the fenti- 
ments which prompted thofe lirft offers, and would be wanting in the regard fo juftiy due to 
her Imperial Majefty, and to the confidence which fhe infpircs, if he affociatcd to her media¬ 
tion any other, even that of an ally the moft refpeftable, and for whom the King entertains the 
moll frncere fricndlhip. 

(Signed) “Stormont.” 

Some expectations were this year formed in England that the Emperor of Germany would 
declare in favour of Great Britain; that he would enter into an alliance with it, and make 
fuch a diverfion on the continent, as muft compel the Houfe of Bourbon, as well as the States 
of Holland, to enter into a treaty of peace. Thefe expectations appear to have been totally 
without foundation.—His Imperial Majefty feems to have had very different views, arid to 
have been defirous of promoting the intcrcfts of his fubjc&s not by the arts of war, but by 
thofe of peace, and by communicating to them the advantages of religious toleiation.—l ie 
iif'ued letters-patent, granting the free cxercife of their religion to Proteftants throughout the 
Auftrian dominions ; by a public edift he declared, that all religious houfes, monafteries, and 
convents in the Auftrian Netherlands, were exempt from all foreign ecclcfiaftical jurifdiftion : 
and other regulations were adopted, which were calculated to reduce tire number of religious 
houfes, and to difcountenance all monaftic inftitutions. 

On the nth of June, in this year, the Emperor, who was then at Offend, Blued a placart, 
by which lie declared that town to be a free port.—He alfo eflabliftied fomc regulations con¬ 
cerning internal navigation in the Netherlands ; and, fo far from manifefting any favourable 
difpofition towards Great Britain, he, on the gth of October, acceded to the armed neu¬ 
trality. 

Although confidcrablc advantages had been gained by the royal troops in America, no event 
had taken place from which it could be rationally expeCtcd, that the final termination of the 
war would be favourable to Great Britain. 

On the 1 Gth of March, a partial aftion took place off the Capes of Virginia, between the 
fleet under Admiral Arbuthnot, confifting of feven ihips of the line, and one 50 gun fliip, and 
a French (quadion of the fame number of fhips of the line, and one 40 gun fliip. Some of 
the fliips, in both fleets, received confidcrablc damage in the aftion ; in which, however, the 
Britifh fleet had tire advantage, as the French were obliged to retire, and were fuppofed to be 

prevented 
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1781 "prevented by this rencontre from carrying troops up the Chcfapeakr, in order to attack Gen* 
ral Arnold, and impede the progrefs of Lord Cornwallis. 

That nobleman, after a viftory obtained over General Greene at Guildford, in which little 
ulfe was obtained but military reputation, proceeded to Wilmington, where he arrived on the 
7th of April. But before he reached that place, he publifhed a proclamation, calling upon all 
loyal fubjefts to ftand forth, and take an aftive pUrt in refloring good oider and government; 
and declaring to all perfons who had engaged in the p relent rebellion again ft his Majcfty’s au¬ 
thority, but who were now convinced of their error, and delirous of returning to their duty 
and allegiance, that if they would furrendcr themfelvcs, with their arms and ammunition, at 
bead-quarters, or to the commanding officer in the difhift contiguous to their refpe&ive places 
of refidcnce, on or before the 20th of that month, they would be permitted to return to their 
homes, upon giving a military parole : that they would be prote&cd in their perfons and pro¬ 
perties from all kinds of violence from the Britilh troops ; and would be reftored, as foon as 
poflible, to all the privileges of legal and conftitutional government. But it does not appear 
that any confiderable number of the Americans were allured by thcl'e promifes to give any evi¬ 
dences of their attachment to the royal caufe. 

On the 20th of May, Lord Cornwallis arrived at Peterfburgh, in Virginia, where he joined 
a body of Britifh troops, that had been under the command of Major-General Philips, but 
•which command, in confequencc of the death of that excellent officer, had devolved upon 
Brigadier-General Arnold. Before this junflion, he had encountered very great inconveni- 
cncics, from the difficulty of procuring pvovifions and forage, having marched fcveral hundred 
miles in a country chiefly hoftile, without one aftivc or ufeful friend,—without intelligence, 
and without communication with any part of the country. 

On the 26th of June, about fix miles from Wiiliamfburgh, Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoc re- 
pulled with great gallantry, and equal fucccfs, a fuperior body of American troops: and, on 
the 6th of July, an aiftion took place near the Green Springs, in Virginia, between a large 
reconnoitring party of the Americans, under General Wayne, and a confide table part of the 
Jh itifii army. In South Carolina, an aiftion happened on the 9th of September, near the 
Eat aw Springs, between a large body of Britifh troops, under the command of Licutcnant- 
Colortel Stewart, and a much fuperior body of Americans, under General Greene :—It was 
an obftinate engagement, in which the latter were defeated, with con/idcrable lofs. 

In the courfe of the fame month, General Arnold was font on an expedition againft New 
London, in Connefticut, where he defiroyed a great part of the flopping, an immenfe quan¬ 
tity of naval ftores, European manufa&ures, and Eaft and Weft India commodities. 

Notwithftanding the fignal advantages that Lord Cornwallis had obtained over the Ameri¬ 
cans, his fitdation in Virginia began, by degrees, to be very critical ; and the more fo, as be 
did not receive thofe reinforcements and fuppiies from Sir Henry Clinton of which he had 
formed certain expectations, and which were abfolutcly neccflary to the fucccfs of his opera¬ 
tions, but had been withheld from the fituatiou of New York, which was then fuppofed to 
be in danger of an attack from the American army, under General Walhington. That com¬ 
mander, having fora confiderable time kept the garrifou of New Yoik in perpetual alarm, 
fudcenlv quitted his camp at White Plains, croffcd the Delaware, and marched towards Vir¬ 
ginia, apparently with a defign to attack Lord Cornwallis. Sir .Henry Clinton tlieu received 
.in("01 mation that Count de Grade, with a large French fleet, was expelled every moment in 
ihe Chefapetsj in order to co-operate with General Wafhington.* In confequencc of which, 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


5781 lie conveyed his alTurances to Lord Cornwallis, that he would either reinforce him, by every 
poffible means, or make a powerful diverfion in his favour. In the mean time, Lord Corn¬ 
wallis had taken poflfeffion of the ports of York Town and Glouccfter, in Virginia, where he 
fortified hitnfeif in the heft manner in his power. 

On the 28th of Auguft, Sir Samuel Hood, with a fquad^m from the Weft Indies, joined 
that under the command of Admiral Graves, before New York and, in confequence of the 
lituation of Lord Cornwallis, they failed for the Chefapcak, where they arrived on the 5th of 
September, with 19 (hips of the line ; but Count de Grafle had anchored in the bay on the 
30th of Auguft, with 24 fail of the line. The French admiral had prevtoufly landed a large 
body of troops, which had been brought from Rhode [Hand, and who immediately marched 
to join the army under General Washington. The Britilh and French fleets came to an 
aft ion on the fame day in which the former entered the Chcfapeak •, which, though not gene¬ 
ral, yet Admiral Drake’s divifion did great mifcliief to the van of the French fleet: but 
l'uch was the fuperiority of the enemy, that after the two fleets had continued manoeuvring in 
fight of each other for five days, the Britifh admirals returned to New Yotk, and the Count 
de Grafle remained in poffeflion of the Chefapcak. 

Before the news of this aftion had reached New York, a council of war was held there, in 
which it was rcfolved, that 5000 men Ihould be embarked on board the King’s fhips, in order 
to proceed to the alfillance of Lord Cornwallis. In the mean time, the mod effectual mea- 
fures were adopted by General Wafliington for furrounding the Britifh army under Lord Corn¬ 
wallis. A large body of French troops, commanded by the Count de Rochambcau, with a 
very confidcrable train of artillery, aflifted in the enterprise. The Americans amounted to 
near 8000 continentals, and 5000 militia. General Walhington was inverted with the autho¬ 
rity of commander in chief of the combined forces of America and France.—On the 29th of 
September, the inveftment of York Town was completed, and the Britilh army quite blocked 
up. On the night of the 6th of Oftober, the trenches of the enemy were opened ; and from 
the 6th to the 14th, they kept up an inceffant fire from heavy cannon, mortars, &c. which did 
great execution ; when the works of the place were fo much damaged, that it was plainly per¬ 
ceived they would, in a very ihort time, become untenable. 

In the midft of thefe difficulties, the refolution of the Britifh troops was in the lughcft de¬ 
gree confpicuous: but they were, at this time, fo reduced by ficknefs, as well as by the acci¬ 
dents of war, that they amounted to little more than 3,600 men capable of duty, including 
fervants and artificers. Their means of defence, of every kind, were now reduced to a very 
fmall quantity, and their ftock of fheils was well nigh exhaufted. In this extremity, Lord 
Cornwallis, ddirous to fave all he could of fuch a brave body of men, determined to convey 
them over to Gloucefter Point, on the other fide of the river; an attempt was accordingly 
made, but the weather proved advcife, aud fruftrated a dcljgn which was well calculated to de¬ 
lay the fate of this devoted army. 

In confequence of the failure of this attempt, the enemy redoubled their exertions from 
every quarter,—The works were at this time almoft entirely demohlhed, and an aflault was 
every moment expefled. Under thefe circumftances, Lord Cornwallis felt the nceeffity of 
adopting the only certain means that remained of preferving the lives of his brave followers 
from the apparent deftruftion that rnufl have followed from the meditated attack of his lines by 
the enemy’s fleet and army. The Britilh general opened a ncgociation with the American 
commander in chief, when propofals were made for a capitulation on the 17th of October; and, 
Vol. IV. 3 B on 
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1781 on the jqth, thcpofts of York Town and Gloucester were Surrendered.—The troops were al¬ 
lowed the lame honours which had been granted to the garrifon of Charleftown. 

In this manner was terminated, in America, the important and decilive campaign of the 
year 1781.—It put an end to all further expectations of Subjugating America.—The fpirit of 
enterprize that had been fo refolutely preftrved by the British commanders and their troops 
lines the commencement of hostilities, was now changed to the narrow limits and Subordinate 
duty of preferving the polls yet in the poflefiion of the British forces. 

Never had this Spirit been exerted with mote vigour than in the expedition conduced by- 
Lord Cornwallis.—His gallant army, animated by his example, furmounted every difficulty 
that was furmountablc, and overcame every obstacle that it was rolfiblc to Subdue.—The brave 
commanders and his followers were forfakca by fortune; but, notwithstanding, it was their 
lot to combine glory with defeat. 

On the 27th of November both Houfcs of Parliament afTemblcd.—Iti the fpcecb from the 
throne, his Majefty observed, that the war was unhappily prolonged by the reftlcfs ambition 
which lirSt excited our enemies to commence it, and which Still continued to disappoint his 
earneSt deSirc and diligent exertion to reitorc the public tranquillity. But, he added, that he 
Should not anfwer the truSt committed to the Sovereign of a tree people, nor make a Suitable 
return to their affeftionatc attachment to his perfon and government, if he con fen ted 
to Sacrifice, either to his own defire'of peace, or to their temporary cafe and relief, tliofc 
cSTential rights and permanent ituerells, upon the maintenance and preservation of which, the 
future Strength and Security of this country muft ever principally depend. The mention of 
the favourable appearance of affairs in the Eaft Indies, and the fafe arrival of our numerous 
commercial fleets, was followed by an.account of the public misfortunes in America, which 
were Stated as the ground for calling loudly for the firm concurrence and afliftancc of Parlia¬ 
ment, and a vigorous, animated, and united exertion of the faculties and rcfources of the peo¬ 
ple —It was alio Strongly recommended to Parliament to relume the profecution of their en¬ 
quiries into the State and condition of the British dominions in the Eaft Indies 

On the ufual motion for an addrefs, a very warm and animated attack was made on the 
ministry by the ablcft orators of the opposition. The ill fucccfs, the mismanagement, and 
the fatal con Sequences of the American war, were again made the fuhjefts of attack, which 
were aniweied by the minister with his uS'ual addrefs and ability. No opinion, however, 
could be formed, from tiro language of the friends of government, of the mcafures to be adop¬ 
ted in the future conduft of the war. In order, therefore, to obtain Some explicit declarations 
on this fubjeft from the members of administration, on the 30th of November, when the 
ufual motion was made to .go into a committee of fuppiy, Mr. Thomas Pitt rofe to objeft to 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair. This llcp, he declared, was not taken by him to deprive tho 
crown of the means of carrying on the affairs of government, at that alarming juncture, but 
to p rot raft the proceedings of the Houfe in that bufinefs, till ministers had given fome pledge 
of their indentions to change the fyitem of their proceedings. 

That this propofition was constitutional, could not be denied; the right of refuting any 
fuppiy is inherent in the people, and, consequently, in their representatives •, but in the excr- 
cife of that, as of other theoretical rights, the expediency of the meafure was the principal 
o’ojeft of confideration. Previous to the Revolution, the Kings of England were poSStllcd ot 
a permanent revenue, and various extensive refourccs, which enabled them to fupport the 
ordinary civil and military establishments of the kingdom. When, therefore, they called on 
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1581 the people, in particular emergencies, for an extraordinary fupply, Parliament very wifely 
took ad vantage of the neccflitics of the Prince, to obtain fuch concetfions as they judged ne- 
ccftkrv for the fecurity of the rights of the fubjefr. But, at the tints of the Revolution, the 
confutation, in this refpeft, underwent a total change, and flic former praftice had cottfe- 
quently ceafcd. The revenue ncctffary for the defence and fupport of the kingdom was now 
annually provided by Parliament; and the cxcrcife therefore of the right was become extremely 
difficult, if not wholly iilipraflicaWe.—To enquire into the exiftence cf grievances, to dil'co- 
ver and adminiftcr cffcflual remedies, would he a work of time ; and the interval between the 
commencement of an endeavour to remove the evils complained of, and iu fucccfsful comple¬ 
tion, would he filled up by the annihilation of our fleets and armies. Equal mifehief would 
alfo tnfuc, if the mode of carrying ,01 ■ the war, or the operations of the enfuing campaign 
were to be difclofcd, as the conditions of granting the fupplies. The iituation of the coun¬ 
try was certainly, at this time, very ethical and alarming, and l'omc change of mcafures was 
abfolutcly neccflary; but tlicfe circumflanccs feemed to demand, .in a particular manner, the 
tnoft powerful and united exertions of Parliament. The eyes, not only of the nation, but of 
its enemies, were fixed upon them ; and much of the fpirit end exertions of both would natu¬ 
rally depend on the icfult of their deliberations.—Tilde opinions appeared to be thole of a great 
majority of the Houfc ; a; the motion lor going into a committee of fupply, was carried, on a 
diviiion, by 172, againft 77. 

A motion had bceti made during the courfc of the Iaft feffon, for an enquiry into the con- 
<luft of the captors of the if land of St. Euftatius, which, as we have already obferved, was then 
negatived, chiefly on account of the abfencc of the two commanders, who were fo deeply in- 
terefted in the fubjcfl. Both thelc gentlemen being, at this time, attendant on their duty in 
Paiiiament, Mr. Burke, purfuant to the previous notice which he had given, moved, on the 
41I1 of December, “ That the Houfe refolvc itfvlf into a committee of the whole Houle, hi 
order to enquire into the confifcation of the effefts, wares, and merchandize, belonging to Id- 
Majcfty’s new fubjeffs on the ifland ofSt. Euftatius ; and further to enquire into the bale, dif- 
trihution, and mode of conveyance of a great p;ut of the fit id cffTH, wares, and metclumdizc, 
to the ifland s belonging to France, and to other parts of the dominions belonging to his Ms- 
jefty’s enemies.” 

The general charges laid againft Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan were as follows :—■ 
That on the furrcntlcr of the ifland at discretion, it became an authorized feene of the tnoft 
cruel violence and depredation : that a general confifcation of property took place ; every w.vc- 
lioulc was locked up ; every inhabitant was compelled to give an account of his plate, juvi is, 
and ready money ; and the books of all the merchants were lei zed, and their wares and goods 
thrown into one common rnafs: that a general profeription of the inhabitants took place, by 
which they were obliged, without exception, Englilh, Dutch, Jews, Fiench, and American,, 
to quit the ifland.—That the confifcation of property being fettled, and the inhabitants ieino- 
ved, the faie of their goods next followed : that a proclamation was iffued, offering free in- 
grefs and regrefs to every purchafer, fecurity that his money fiiould not be taken from him, 
and full permifiion to tranfport to any place he chofe, whatever merchandize he fliould pur- 
chafe : that 17 veffds, principally French, were accordingly freighted with (lores, and other 
articles, purchafcd 50 per cent, under their intrinfic value, for the fervicc of our enemies, and 
left they fliould become captures to the Britifh privateers, which were hovering round the 
ifland, and waiting for the return of the purchafcrs, they failed under the convoy of an Eng- 
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* 7?S i lifh iliip of war: that three months were fpent by the Britifh corhmanders in difpofing of ami 
lecuring the plunder of St. Euftatius ; in confequence of which, as the fuperiority of the Bri- 
tifh fleet was at that time very decided in that part of the world, a very favourable opportunity 
was loft of recovering fume of our former Weft Indian pofieflions; and that from the fame 
caufe originated the weaknefs of the detachment fent under the command of Admiral Hood to 
prevent thejunftionof the French fleet in tlfe Weft Indies with that which arrived with 
Count dc Graflfe from Europe.—The lofs of Tobago, and the unfortunate conclufion of the 
campaign in the Chcfapeak, were alfo attributed to the fame origin. 

in anfwcr to thefc very heavy and pointed charges, Sir George Rodney offered a defence'to 
the following purport:—He faid, that when he appeared before the illand of St. Euftatius, it 
was for the purpofe of cutting off fupplies from the enemy* and with the fixed refolution not 
to grant any terms to the inhabitants. The Dutch, though nominally the friends of this 
country, had, during the courfe of his command in the W ; eft Indies, been the moil aftive 
friends of our enemies; and to punifh and check both, nothing had appealed more cfFeftual 
than the reduction of an ifland, the inhabitants of which were animated with a rooted aver¬ 
sion to us. Among thofe inhabitants were many, who, whi'e they called thcmfclvcs 
Englifhmen, were not afhamed to dilgracc themfelves and their countiy, by aflifting her 
enemies with the means to injure her : fuch people had deferved no favour, and to them he 
had relolved to fhew none. That St*. Euftatius had been a mart for our enemies, in prefer¬ 
ence to us, was manifeft from this circumftancc ; that, fome weeks before the capture of the 
ifland, an application had been made to the chief officers and inhabitants, to treat with them 
about the purchafe of fuch materials as were rcquilite for the reparation and equipment of the 
Englifti fleet. Their anfwer was, that as no articles of this nature were then among their 
florcs, they could not in the leaft aifift us.—That this was a falfe pretence, was very evident; 
as, on the furrenuer of the ifland, fuch great quantities of naval ilores were found within the 
warchoufes, &c. as could not have been heaped together in fo fhort a fpace of time. As to the 
outrages which it was aliened had been committed at St. Euftatius, he could declare, that, fo 
far from being guilty of an abufc of power, he had never failed to redrefs, upon the lirft com¬ 
plaint, all irregularities and improprieties, without waiting to examine whether they were 
frivolous or important. But when he found that the natives of this kingdom, forgetful of 
the allegiance to their King, and criminally regardlefs of the ties which fhotild have bound 
them to their country, had funk the reputable character of an Englifti merchant into the dis¬ 
graceful occupation of a feifilh trader, and were unprincipled afTociates with the Dutch, in 
traffic with thofe engaged in the American rebellion, he feized and fent them home, to meet 
the juftice of the laws which they had lo bafely ofFended. With regard to infatuations which 
had been thrown out, of his having been aftuated by mercenary views, the fa ft was, that 
when he feized on all the property on the ifland of St. Euftatius, it was not for his own ufc : 
he thought, at the time, that it would all belong to the King, and that it was his duty to fee 
the mod made of it, in'order to carry it into the public treafury. He had not wifticd for a 
fhilling o f it, nor had any other idea, at the time, but that the whole belonged, of right, to his 
country : he had written to this cifieft to the firft lord of the treafury; and, therefore, in all he 
. had done for the prefervation of the property at St. Euftatius, it was for his country, and not 
for himfelf, that he had been afting.—It was-pretended that he had permitted the ftores and 
provifions to be conveyed to the enemy, direftiy, or circuitoufly through the neutral illands : 
but this was the very reverfe of the faft; as he had given orders that none of the ftores or pro¬ 
vifions 
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tyHi virions flhould he fold, but fent to his Majefiy’s yard at Antigua. So very had he been in 
this refpctV, that lie was not l'atisfied with examining the clearance of every fhip which went out, 
lie had alfo caufed her to anchor under his ftctn, and had her exarui«*d by commiffioned of¬ 
ficers ; and, if ihc had more provifions on board than were ncccflary for the voyage, they were al¬ 
ways taken out. As to the charge brought agaitifl bun, that lie had remained inadive for three 
months at St. Euftatius, his anfwcr wasj that matters of the higheft confequence had made his 
prefence abfolutely requifite ; and though he had Hard no inconfiderahle length of time upon the 
ifbnd, he took care to keep the fleet in adive fervicc, and planned fucli enterprizes as he ima¬ 
gined would have proved of infinite advantage to Great Biitain. One of thefe was an expedi¬ 
tion againft Surinam, and another again ft. CuralToa; but when the fquadrons, for this purpofe 
were on the point of failing, lie received intelligence that a numerous fleet of French merchant¬ 
men, under convoy of 12 fhips of the line, were obferved to be fleering towards Marti nico. 
This circumftance immediately determined him to relinquifh ali thoughts of attacking two 
fettlemcnts, which, though of great value and importance, w'erc of lefs confequence than the 
advantages which mull have followed the fucccfs of intercepting the French convoy, and pre¬ 
venting the jundion between their fleet, then on its courfc from Europe, and their naval ar¬ 
mament then at anchor in Fort Royal Bay. For thefe purpofes, he inftantly difpatchcd a. 
powerful fljuadron to Martinico, having diveded that they Ihould blockade the whole ifland, 
Ac. The condud of this enterprize was committed to Sir Samuel Hood, an officer of known, 
ikill and intrepidity, and the fubfequent mifearriage of the expedition would not juftify the 
leafl unplcafant reflediou on that brave commander, who, as far as unexpeded incidents per¬ 
mitted, had done his duty to the utmoft. With re'ped to Tobago, the Admiral added, that 
the lofs of the ifland was not his fault; as even the guns that he had fent the year before for 
its defence had never been mounted. As to the charge which laid the unfucccfsful conclufion 
of the campaign m the Chelapeak to his ill-condud, he obferved, that confidering the great 
convoy which l)e Grafle had under his charge, the fcafon of the year, and the crazy flate of 
many of his fhips, it was not to be expeded or fuppofed, but that he would fend the greater 
part of his fleet along with tlic merchantmen to France; and it was fairly to be prefumed, that 
he would have only retained thofe which were in condition to undergo the American fervicc: 
bur, independent of thefe circumftance?. Admiral Hood’s force was equal to its objed, which 
was ali a commander in chief had to confuler; for if Admiral Graves had kept his fquadron 
entire, and had met Admiral Hood, as was expeded, at the Chefapcak, they would not only 
have been in poffeflion before De GrafTo’s arrival there, but they would have encountered him 
with a fufficient force, aided by the great advantages which fuperior fnuation would have af¬ 
forded them. But if the exprefles which were fent to New York, to give notice of the mo¬ 
tions of Monfteur de Grafle, or of Admiral Hood’s destination to the Chefapcak, were taken 
by the enemy or otlicrwife detained, it was a misfortune to be regretted, but which could not 
be forefeet*, or prevented. 

Such was the fuhftancc of Sir George Rodney’s defence, who was followed on nearly the 
fame ground by Major General Vaughan. That officer alfo denied, in the moft folemn 
manner, his having any fharc or concern in the depredations and outrages alleged to have been 
committed. That fo far from having authorize 1 an, degree of violence or cruelty, he iiften- 
cd, with the moft rigid impartiality, to .:1J complaints whatever, and endeavoured to give the 
aggrieved parties all the red refs in his power. He declared, that lie had not gained one Angle 
Bulling, diredly or iitdiicdly, in confequence of the proceedings at St. Euftatius. One of 
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i/Bi the reafons for locking up the warchoufcs in that ifland was, Ik' fait], to prevent plundering, 
from which the troops were with difficulty re ft rained. Fire too, he added, was to !>c feated 
in a place, where-many difaffefted people lived, and who thought thcmfelvcs injured by the 
conlilcation of their property for trealon. As to the Jews, he ohferved, it was evident they 
could not have been l’o ill treated as had been reprefcnted, becaufe he had received an addicts, 
figiled by the rulers and warden of that people, *in which they cxpretlcd their gratitude for the 
clemency and goodnefs which he had exetcii’ed towards them. A large majoiity of the l loufe 
of Commons was fatisued with the juttiftcation offered by the captors of St. Euftatiiis, and Mr. 
Burke’s motion for the propofed enquiry, was negatived upon a divilion, by a majority 
of 163 to 89. 

In this bufinefs the commanders certainly afted for tlie advantage of their country, accord¬ 
ing to the policy of war. Under the influence of a patriot and profelliona! zeal they coulidcr- 
cd the general objects of the fervicc, without fufficiently adverting to the rights of individuals: 
they either forgot, or were not informed, that, in fome of their proceedings, they were violat¬ 
ing a known law of Great Britain. That the ifland -of St. Euflatius may be truly laid to have 
fed the American rebellion, from the convenient, ample and univcrlal fupply of its market,— 
that the inhabitants of it had allied thcmfelvcs, in principle and zeal, with the enemies of 
Great Britain,—and that among them were to be found Britifh fubjefts, or their agents, who 
fullered the bafer gains of trade to cxtiftguilh in their breafts the patriotifm of commerce, is of 
incontrovertible notoriety : but St. Euflatius had been a neutral ifland, as it were, to the mo¬ 
ment of its capture ; and however wrong or injurious the conduft of fuch Britifh merchants 
might feem to a commander of a licet or army, who faw, and had, perhaps, experienced tlie 
evils anting from it, the former, in this particular inftance, appear to have a£tcd under the 
protection of that law which is fuperior to any naval or military jurifdiSion, and which will 
juftify adequate claims of reparation from thole who liave improperly cxercifed fuch extra-judi¬ 
cial authority. Such claims were actually made, and the lunation of the different parties will 
appear from tlie following memorial, which, fome time fubfequent to this period, was prcllnt- 
td to his Majefty by Lord Rodney. 

“ "That your Majefty having been plcafcd by your royal proclamation of the 20th of De¬ 
cember, 178c, to order hoftilities to be commenced again!! the Dutch, your memoriaiill, on 
the 28th of January following, being then at Barbadoes, received your Majefty ’s command for 
fubduing the power of the Dutch in the Weft India fcttlcments, and the reduction of St. Eu- 
ftatius; which, with the greateft alacrity and expedition, he prepared to pay obedience to, and 
accordingly the licet under his command, with the land forces commanded by Major General 
Vaughan on board, failed for St. Euflatius, and.on the 3d of February reduced that rich and 
valuable ifland, with all its dependencies, naval and military (lores, effefls and property to a 
very confidcrablc amount to your Majefty’s government. 

“ It would be impoffihle for your memoriaiill to deferibe the enormities which were prac- 
tifed in that ifland, under pretence of it» being a neutral port ; your Majefty’s open and avow¬ 
ed enemies were fupplied with naval and military (lores, cordapc, ammunition, proviffims, 
and all other commodities, which the laws of nations univcrfally prohibit neutral powers Bom 
providing for either of the contending'parties. The rebellion of your Majefty’s American 
Fubjefls was there fomented and encouraged, and Englilh merchants difhonoured thcmfelvcs 
hv becoming Dutch burghers, and leaguing with them in a conduft which proved ruinous to 
their country, atul which will ever be an indelible (lain upon thofe who were concerned in 
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1;. Si fiich treasonable tranfaitions; and whatever may be the fate of thole who were the inflruments 
of Providence in the punilhment of fucb enormities, poftcrity will rejoice to find fo much 
villainy did not pals unpunifhed. 

“ Your Majcfty’s memorialift further humbly reprefents, that when by his feerct intelli¬ 
gence, the intercepting letters,‘and getting pcfllflion of books and papers, he difeovered the 
nature of the traffic and corrcfpondence. cairicd on by the inhabitants of St. Euftatius, he 
Ihould not have thought he had difeharged the duty lie owed your Majcfty and the {late, had 
he not made a ftizuie of every kind of property, except fuch as could be fhewn to be legally 
imported direflly from Great Britain: under this impreffion, your memorialift thouglit that 
men guilty of luch perfidy and treafon had no right to be treated as rtfpeftable people ; they 
were allowed no terms,—they deferved none;—their perfons were made priloiv rs of war,— 
their property forfeited to your M.tjclly; and their magazines, filled with proviiions, naval 
and other {lores, intended for the ufe of your Majcily’s enemies and rebellious fubjefls, were 
fei/.cd : but your memorialift ufed his beft endeavours to diferiminate between the innocent 
and guilty ; to the latter he {hewed no favour, bccaufe he thought they dcllrved none, though 
the former were, treated with all the lefpcit due to innocence ; and to them their property was 
ordered to be returned, as will mod evidently appear from the orders given by your memo¬ 
rialift to the fcveral agents. He confidcrcd it as the duty of a Britilh Admiral implicitly to 
obey the commands of his fovercign, and to do jufticc to his country. lie felt that his fo- 
vcrcign and his country were iniullcd by the Dutch harbouring fuch traitors,—that her jufticc 
was eluded, and her laws tiampled upon by her treacherous fubjefls, and he thought it his 
duty to vindicate thur honour and punilh the guilty ; and he has the heartfelt fatisfailien to 
vefiect, that thefe motives alone aituated his conduit, and that fclf-intereft had no influence 
in the direflion of his actions. He confidcrcd, that the produce of the capture ought to go 
to the public revenue of his country,—lie had no claim to any part of ir,—nor did he defire it: 
he thought hiir.fclf happy, and fufficiently rewarded, in having executed effectually voar Ma- 
fcftv s commands, and in having been the humble mean? of bunging thole traitors to punilh¬ 
ment for the treafon they had committed againll vour Majcfty, and the injuries they had done 
their country. 

“ Your memorialift further humbly reprefents to your Majcfty, tliat his conduit was not 
only thus landtioncd by his own feelings, but he had alfo the fatisfailion of receiving a letter 
from Lord George Germaine, then one of your Majdty’s principal Secretaries of State, figni- 
fying your Majclty’s royal and mod gracious approbation of bis conduit, and of your Majtf- 
ty’s molt generous gift of all the propeity of the enemy, captured in thofe iflands, to your 
navy and army, for their folc ufe and benefit; though previous to your Majdty’s mod icyal 
and bountiful gift, moil, of the produce of the Weft Indies and America, found at St. Eulia- 
tius, was fhipped on board the Dutch {hips taken in the road of St. Euftatius, and lent under 
convoy to England, to abide your Majcfty’s pleafurc; but unfortunately molt of thofe flaps 
were taken by a French fijuadron in the mouth of the Britilh Channel. 

“ Your memorialift further begs molt humbly to reprefent to your Majcfty, that after thefe 
undoubted marks of your royal approbation of his conduit, it was with aftoniffiment and in- 
cxprcffiblc concern he learnt, that innumerable actions were commenced againft him for doing 
his duty; but his aftoni fitment was greatly incrcafed indeed, when he found thofe claims were 
attended to with fucccfs, and that your Majcfty’s law officers were not ordered to proteit or 
defend him; it is therefore fuflkient to ftatc generally to your Majcfty, that claims have been 
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<781 advanced againft your mcmorialift and the captors, to the a mount of 300,0001. fevcral of 
v. hiv.li have been allowed, and the reft liable to be decided agreeable to the lame precedent.— 
The fentence of the Lords Commiffioners of Appeal having decreed reftitution to the claim¬ 
ants, not to the amount of the fales, but according to the full original value or prime coft, 
with charges, freight, and infurance, the confequences of fuch decrees are, that the reftitution 
awarded, is near three-fourths more than the value received, and the captors thereby made 
liable to pay many thoufand pounds more than the capture. 

“ Your mcmorialift further humbly reprefents to your Majefty, that from his having zeal- 
oufly endeavoured to difeharge his duty to your Majcfty and his country, his private fortune 
is attacked in order to comply with the fentence obtained againft him and the captors, and the 
property which your Majeftv was gracioufty pleafed to heftovv on him, as a reward for his long 
and faithful ferviccs, and for the fupport of thofe honours your Majcfty has been gracioufty 
pleafed to confer on him, is liable to be wrefted from him by thofe very men, whole treafon- 
able pradticcs he once bad the means of proving in the face of his country; and your tm inr- 
Tialift, who, on the conclufion of the war, was in hopes, by the bounty of your Majcfty, to 
have been enabled to fpend the latter end of lus life in peace, affluence and dignity, has, ever 
fince the year 1781, been harrafled by conftant litigations, which has not only filled his mind 
with perpetual folicitude, but ruined his health and impaired his conftitution; and though, in 
confcquence of your Majefty’s moil gracious and generous gift of the property captured at St. 
Euftatius, your mcmorialift had formed plans and entered into confiderable engagements for 
the fettlement of his fortune, and the advantageous eftablifhment of his family, yet the late 
-decifions againft him, and thofe which may fhortly follow, (unlefs prevented) have entirely 
put an end to fuch pleafing profpefts ; his engagements are forfeited, and his views fruftrated ; 
rhefe are confequences which your Majcfty cannot fail to perceive muft be prejudicial to your 
mcmorialift in the higheft degree, and which may poffibly end in the ruin of liimfelf and 
family. 

“ In fuch a fituation, your mcmorialift would be totally deftitute of hope, was it not that he 
has the firmed reliance upon tire goodnefs, juftice and magnanimity of your Majcfty; fully 
■convinced, that a man who has to the utmoft of Iris ability and power, during a long and 
a&ive life, endeavoured to forward your Majefty’s and the general intcrefts of his country,— 
who has at all times chcarfully complied with the orders of his fovereign, and executed them 
in fuch a manner as to receive his royal approbation, will ever meet that fupport, encourage¬ 
ment, and relief from your Majefty, which his fituation may lay him under the neceffity of 
folicitiog from your royal goodnefs, 

“ Your mcmorialift therefore, with due fubmiffion, proftrates himfelf at your royal feet, 
and befecches your Majefty will be pleafed to take his cafe into your confideration, and afford 
him fuch protection and relief, as muft prevent his falling a facrificc, for having executed that 
duty he owed the beft of Kings and his injured country. 

“ (Signed,) R O D N E Y.” 

On the 12th of December, a very important motion was made in Parliament by Sir James 
Lowther, which occafioned a very long and interefliug debate- That gentleman’s motion was, 
*• That it fhould be refolvcd by that Houfe, that the war carried on againft the colonies and 
plantations of North America had been intfFeflual to the purpofes for which it was under¬ 
taken, of affording prote&ion to his Majefty’s loyal fubjefts there, and of defeating the hoflile 
intentions of our confederated enemies; and that it was all'o the opinion of -that Houfe, that 
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17S1 all further attempts to reduce the Americans to obedience, by force, would be inefFeftual, and 
mud be injurious to this country, by weakening her powers to refift her ancient and confe¬ 
derated enemies.” This motion was rejedled by a majority of 22010179. The niiniftcr, 
however, had little reafon to exult in his fuccefs, as it was fufficicntly apparent, from the 
numbers who voted againft adminiftration, that the uninfluenced fenfe of that Houle was 
clearly and decifively againft any furthe* profecution of the American war. On the 20th of 
the fame month, the Houfe was adjourned to the 22d of January, 1782. 

The French having failed this year in their hoflile defigns in the Channel, were refolvcd 
to give the fullcft fupport to thofe which were profecuting elfcwhere. Large reinforcements of 
troops and great quantities ofprovifions, and naval and military ftores, were with all diligence 
prepared for the various parts of the, world where the war was waging. The convoy was fa 
numerous, and of fuch value and importance, that M. dc Guichen was employed to accompany 
it till out of danger of being intercepted, with twenty of the largeft fhips of the line that could 
be provided, Thcfc preparations, however, did not efcape the vigilance of the Bririfh roinif- 
try. A ftrong fquadron was difpatclicd under Admiral Kempcnfelt, to cut off this convoy, 
the arrival of which at the different places of its deftination, would have proved highly in ju¬ 
rious to the Britifh interefts in thofe parts. He fell in with it on the 12th of December, and 
the tranfports having been parted from the men of war by a violent ftorm, he was enabled to 
capture above 20 of them;—the want of frigates prevented the taking of many more. Moft 
of the remaining part of the convoy was, in confequcnce, difperfed, and oLliged to put back. 
Admiral Kempcnfelt, on reconnoitring the force of the enemy, found it fo fuperior to Lis 
own, as he had but 12 fhips of the line, that he very wifely declined the contcft and withdiew 
into port. The value of the prizes he had taken was very conftdcrable: they were laden with 
all kinds of articles requifitc for the land and fea fervice, and with all manner of provifions and 
ncceflarics. Near 2000 foidiers and failors were alfo made prifoners. Hut notwithftandiug 
the greatnefs of the difappointment to France by the lofs of fuch a material part of this convoy, 
the facility with which, as it was aflerted, the whole might have been captured, and the heavy 
blow that would thereby have been given to the enemy, occafioncd no fmall degree of public 
difeontent. Had a fufficicnt ftrength been employed, a vidory of the moft decided confc- 
quencc might have been gained; and, inftead of part of the convoy, the whole would, pro • 
bably, have been taken, together with the fleet by which it was accompanied. 

We have already related, that the fpirited exertions of the volunteer afl'oeiations of Ireland, 
had occafioncd a juft attention to be paid to the grievances of that kingdom, that fome liberal 
laws in favour of the Irifli trade and commerce were palled by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and that the people of Ireland, after having armed for the defence of their country againft 
foreign enemies, wifely refolvcd to deliver themfclves from domeftic evils, and from every 
fpecics of miniftcrial oppreflion, and to obtain fome important conftitutional reformations. 
They even determined to affert the independence of their own Parliament on that of Great 
Britain; and they repeatedly declared, in public meetings, that no Parliament, but the Par¬ 
liament of Ireland, was competent to make laws for the government of that kingdom. 

On the 13th of November, in this year, Mr. Grattan moved for leave to bring iu a bill to 
explain, amend, and limit the mutiny aft j but this motion was rejeaed by a great majority : 
in ihort, it appeared that the Irifli Parliament was, fomchow or other, by no means fo dif- 
pofed to promote the conftitutional reformations now in agitation, as the people at large. But 
in confcquence of the ardor by which the Irilh nation was aduated, to obtain fome eonftitu- 
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17yx rional reformation, in the courfe of this year, in various county meetings, and meetings of 
their armed aflbciau'ons, the fupremacy of the Britifli Parliament was denied in public refolu- 
tions. They alio inftructed their rcpreferitatives to exert their utmofl efforts, for the promo¬ 
tion of every nicafurc that might tend to eftablifh the independence and cxelufive competency 
of their own kgiflature; to labour to reftore to the Lords and Commons of Ireland their an¬ 
cient right of legiflation, by a final extinction of the unconflitutional powers of the Privy 
Council, as introduced by Poynings law; to give tbeir ftrenuous fupport to an habeas corpus 
aft; to provide for the impartial adminiftration of juftice, by fecuring the independence of the 
judges; to abolifh all fuch places and penfions as neither rewarded public virtue, nor promot¬ 
ed public ferviec; and to ufe their belt endeavours to obtain a limited mutiny bill, indead of 
the prefent. The zeal and activity with which thejr atTociations continued to arm and cxe; - 
eife themfelves, evinced alto their determination to aflert their rights, and enforce their claims, 
if it fhould be neceflarv, by a mode of application that fhouldnot be difregarded. 

In the beginning of this year, a financial novelty appealed, whole objeft, execution and 
confcquencc claim fome degree of attention from us. This was a work entitled, A Trca- 
tife on the Adminiftration of the Finances of France, wiittcn by Monfieur Meeker, Director 
General, wliich was laid before the King and caulld to lx: printed for the public infpeftion. 
In the memorial which he addrciled to the French monarch on this occaflon, Mr. Meeker 
obierved, that he had been induced to render to bis Majefty a public account of the fuecef; of 
his labouts, and of the aftual Hate of the French finances, by the confidcration, that the noto¬ 
riety and authenticity of fuch an account might tend greatly to promote the welfare of his Ma¬ 
jefty’s affairs. Such a ftatement of accounts, might alio put every perfon w ho was concerned 
in his Majefty’s councils, in a fituation to ftudy and to attend to the ftatc of the finances, a 
fpecies of knowledge important in itfclf, and having either connection with or relation to all 
deliberations of moment. He takes notice, that a principal caufe of the great ciedit of Eng¬ 
land was the public notoriety to wliich the ftate of har finances was fubmitted : this account 
was every year prefented to Parliament, and afterwards printed ; and the money lenders, being 
thus regularly made acquainted with the proportion maintained between the receipts and dif- 
burfements, were not rendered uneafy by thole chimerical fufpicions and fears, which were 
the inseparable concomitants of a more clifguiFed conduct. On the contrary, in France the 
ftate of the finances had conftantly been made a matter of myftery; or, if it was mentioned, h 
was in the preambles of edifts, and always at the moment when there was occaiion to hoi row. 

It was, therefore, a matter of great moment to fix the public confidence on a more fohd balls. 
The fovcrcign of fuch a kingdom as France, might always, at his plcafurc, maintain the ba¬ 
lance between his ordinary cxpcnces and revenues. The diminution of the former, ever fi> 
condcd by the public wilh, was in his own hands; and, when circumftanccs required it, the 
augmentation of impofts was fubmitted to his power. But the mofl dangerous, as well as 
the moil unjuft of all refources, was that of fecking temporary aids in a blind confidence, 
and engaging for loans, without having, either by an augmentation of the revenue, or by 
a retrenchment of cxpcnces, provided for the interefts. Such an adminiftration, by procraf- 
tinating the moment of embarrafTment, only encreafed the evil, and made further advances in 
undermining the precipice; whilft a different conduft, more fimplc and more liberal, would 
multiply the refources of the fovereign, and perpetually reftrain him from every fpecies of in- 
juftice. 


Mr. 
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J/Sf Mr. Nccfccr divided his account of the French finances into three parts. The fird concern ¬ 
ing the aftual date of the finances, and all the operations which related to the Royal Treafury, 
and to public credit; the fccond was intended to unfold the operations which had united im¬ 
portant mealurcs of oeconomy with great advantages in government; and in the third, he gives 
an account of fome dil'politions and regulations which had lately taken place, and which had 
for their ohjed the general welfare of the people and the welfare of the flatc. In the latter part 
of this work, Mr. Neckcr expreffes his regret, in very flrong terms, that, in coufequence of 
the commencement of the war, the introduction of reformations,, and the promotion of oeco¬ 
nomy, had not been produftivc of all thofc beneficial effefts to the people, which they might 
have received from them, if peace had been continued. Had no war broken out, many of the 
burthens might have been lightened, their taxes might have been reduced, the national debt 
kllimcd, canals opened, trade piomotcd and extended, new and ufcful cftablilhments founded 
in the kingdom, and vaiious blcllings communicated to the nation. 

This Iplcndid theoiv, however, has not anfwcred to the views of the writer, or the expec¬ 
tations of the people for whofc life, inflruftion, and, as fome have thought, for whole decep¬ 
tion it was written. The hoalled rcfources of France have not yet difeovered thcmfelvcs, nor 
have the efforts of public coco no mv given the promilcd credit or plenty to the Exchequer of 
that kingdom. Experience refufes to fulfil the predictions of Mr. Neckcr. While the credit 
of France is feeble and languifhing,'that of Gixat’Britain is acquiring new energy, and em¬ 
bracing new objects. 

The prefent flatc of Geneva, as it produced fome commercial projects which will be here¬ 
after dated in this work, cannot he palled by without fome particular notice. That lcpublic, 
which had long enjoyed a great degree of tranquillity and happinefs, was now unfortunately 
involved in much civil difeord, in confequencc of very violent difputes of the inhabitants, 
which had taken place between the aiiflocratical and dcmocratical parties. Some of the ma- 
giflrates and leading men of the republic, appeared much inclined to encroach upon the liber¬ 
ties of the common people, who, on their part, difeovered a determined refolution to oppofe 
every attempt of this kind. Tlicfe difputes occalioned fome interference of the cantons of 
Zurich and Bern, as well as of the court of France ; but this interpoiition ferved only to in- 
crcafc thedomellic troubles of the republic. It was the atitlocratical party that r.ppcars to have 
been mod favoured by the corn t of France. 

In the courfc of this year, a letter was lent to the Magnitkocs of Geneva, by M. do Vc-r- 
gennes, in the name of the King of France, expreifing his diffatisfa&ion that the cantons of 
Zurich and Bern weic not difpofed to concur with him in fentiment, cither on the uccclliiy 
of a fpeedy pacification, or the means of procuring it. His Majefty, therefore, declared, that 
he ihould leave to the cantons of Zurich and Bern the care of redoring peace to the republic of 
Geneva ; at the fame time, cautioning thofc cantons, not to conlent to any refolution, which 
might deprave the nature of the government of Geneva, by turning it into a confuted demo¬ 
cracy. This would be an innovation, that his Majedy was inttrefled in preventing. The 
Fieuch monarch alio acquainted them, that he would take all the orders of the date of Geneva 
under his protection ; and that if any one lhouid attempt any thing again ft the life or liberty of 
any inhabitant of the republic, and the government lhouid fail to employ the nccefTary means 
to punifh fuel) offender, the King would take that care upon himfclf; as alfo of redoring 
among them good older. Ipcedily, and by all means which his power could command. ' Thefe 
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1781 royal menaces, joined to the internal diflurbanccs of the Republic, could not but convey very 
alarming apprehenfions to the friends of its freedom and independence. 

A general meeting of the Proprietors of Bank Stock was held at the Bank, in the month of 
September, to determine by ballot if it was the fenfe of the proprietors to incrcafe their divi¬ 
dend one-lialf per cent, which was carried, and raifed the dividend to fix per cent. On the 
day following, the proprietors held another general meeting, to confirm the ballot of the pre¬ 
ceding day, and alfo to make a call of eight per cent, on the capital Hock of the company, 
which was agreed to, and to be paid in as follows: 

1 Per cent, on the nineteenth of Oftobcr. 

2 Per cent on the twentieth of December. 

2 Per cent, on the feventeenth of January. 

3 Percent, on the fifteenth of February. 

8 Per cent, phich made an incrcafe to their capital flock of — 862,400 

— Former capital, — 10,780,000 

Encreafed capital flock, 11,642,400 

The following is a correft account of the number of houfes in certain towns, laid before the 


Houfe of Commons, in this year, by the tax office. 


Towns. 

Houfes, 

Towns. 


Houfes. 

Exeter, — 

1.474 

Newcaftle, 

— 

2.219 

Plymouth, 

1,510 

Briftol, 

— 

3. 2 47 

York, 

2,285 

Bath, 

— 

1.173 

Hull, — 

1.370 

Ipfwich, 

— 

1,244 

Sheffield, ~~ 

2,022 

Birmingham, 

— 

2,291 

Liverpool, — 

3.974 

Cambridge, 

— 

1 »9 2 .S 

Manchefter, •—> 

2,519 

Oxford, 

— 

2,316 

Norwich, — 

2,302 

Dover, 

— 

1,193 

Lynn, —* 

662 

Nottingham, 

— 

1,533 

Yarmouth, — 

682 

Northampton, 

— 

706 

Shrewfbury, — 

The following report of the 

904 

late Board of Trade 

is ably drawn up, 

an#lonveys 

much in- 


formation relative to the linen manufafture. From its date it fliould have found a place under 
the preceding year; but we fhould not think ourfelves juftified in with-holding it merdv on 


that account. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council ap¬ 
pointed to confider the Irish Bills. 

My Lords, 

** Your lordlhips having been pleafed, by your order of the 6th inftant, to refer to us a bill, 
lately tranfmitted from Ireland, infilled, “ An Aft for granting Bounties on the Export of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufaftures of this Kingdom, therein enumerated ; and for repeal¬ 
ing the Bounties on Flax Seed imported, and for encouraging the Growth thereof in this 
Kingdom;” and having required us to report, how far the provifions of the faid bill may af- 

feft 
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1781 fc£ the linen trade of this kingdom, we forthwith proceeded to take the fame into our confi- 
deration accordingly. 

“ Finding, however, that it would be ncccffary to feek for much information, not con¬ 
tained in any papers tranfmitted to us, we defired the attendance of feveral refpe&able mer¬ 
chants intcredcd in the general export trade, and in the linen manufa&ures of Mancheder and 
Scotland, as alfo of fomc principal faftori concerned in the imports and exports of Irifli linens, 
and of other perfons convcrfant in the extenfive i'ubjcct before us. In the refult, we now beg 
leave to report to your lordfhips, 

“ That thofc claufes in the bill which repeal certain bounties now payable on imported flax 
feed or linfeed, and apply the average annual amount thereof to encourage the growth of flax 
feed and hemp feed in Ireland, cannot affeft the intereds of the linen trade of this kingdom, 
and arc, fo far as bounties may in any cafe be expedient, wifely and providently applied by 
thefe new provifions, to promote the intcrcft of the lrifh linen trade. 

“ The value of flax feed annually imported into Ireland was, in 1773, eftimated at from 
6o,oool. to 8o,oool. excJulivc of this great cxpence, it is the evident interlift of that kingdom 
to give every rcafonablc encouragement to the internal produce of materials on which her ftaplc 
manufacture depends, and to which her foil and climate are peculiarly fuitablc and the trad¬ 
ing to her foreign importation for the fupplv of flax feed, is more efpecially ineligible, as the 
Iced fo imported is faid not to be fo good and fo certain, as that which is railed by the lrifh 
culture. 

“ It is confident with the fame reafoning, and equally unconnected with any fpecial intcreds 
of our linen trade, that the bill iropofes a duty of 6d, per gallon on imported linfeed oil, which 
is chiefly imported from Holland, and applies the produce in aid of the new bounty above- 
mentioned. And here we fhall take occafion toobferve, that fuch farther duties as are impof- 
cd by the bill for the farther purpofes therein fpecificd, cannot come within the import of your 
lordfhips general quedion rel'peCting our linen trade ; for they confid in an additional charge 
of five per cent, on tire produce of all impod, excife, and cudoms inwards, except on tobacco, 
fugar, hops, and the produce of the Britifh colonies in America, the Wed Indies, or the fet- 
tlcmcnts in Africa, whereon any duties may be impofed, or altered, during the prefent fcfiiou 
of Parliament, and except alfo on any Britifh hops or fugars. 

“ We pref'ume, then, that we have done right in confining our attention and inquiries to 
the remaining provifions of the bill, by which bounties are given to certain fpecies of lrifh 
linens expoi®o to Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, and Minorca; and alfo to 
lrifh made fail cloth exported to any place except Great Biitain. 

“ In examining thefe bounties, we found them in mod rcfpc&s fimilar to the bounties 
granted in Great Britain upon the exportation of Britifh or lrifh linens. There is fome finail 
difference with regard to linens of 3d. per yard, which are fo dated in the lrifh bill, in order to 
anfwer ours of 3d. Englifh money, in (lead of being put at 3d. -G > the proportion in Iriflx 
money ; in confequence of which, the bounty given in Ireland is, in a flight degree, higher 
than it is in Great Britain. There is, howt ver, a difference much more material in the bounty- 
on fail cloth, which, in the lrifh bill, at fild. upon every three ells, although in England it 
is only id. per ell. In other particulats we do not ohferve any difference, except in the deno¬ 
mination of money, for the purpofc of equalizing the feveral bounties, refpeftively, to the 
proportions pf what are given in this kingdom, 


“ In 
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“ In taking a review of the Jail-mentioned bounties, wliielv on the average, are about 1* 
percent, in favour of low-priced linens exported, it may not he immateiial to {late to your 
lonilhips the manner in which the Britilh bounties have operated in favour of the 1 rrill manu- 
fafturc. The firil bounties oil linen exported took place in 1743, and the export from Eng¬ 


land, -of Irifh linen, intitlcd to bounty, was, 2 dri/.i. 

Id i743> — — * -- 4A9°7 

1753. 1,039,967 

1763. 2,588,564 

1773, 2,832,246 


“ Tills increafe has been aided alio by accumulated duties on the import of foteign linens 
into this kingdom, notwithstanding that fuch duties arc faid to have operated to the prejudice 
of our own woollen trade, by inducing foreign powers to lay reciprocal burdens and rcflric- 
tions on our woollen manufactures. The conlcquence, however, has been, with rci’pcfl to 
the 1 rill flaple, that the general import of Irifh linens has alio been increafcd very great iv , 
for, the Irish linens imported into London, and the out-ports, were, 

3 ai ds. 

In 1743, - - 6,418,375 

277 5, - ——- 17,876,617 

Increafe, 11,458,24.1 


“ That this may be attributed to the fyftcm of bounties and duties, rather than the general 
increafe of our trade, will fulficiently appear from the proportionable dccrcafe in the import 
and export of foreign linens, compared at the fame periods. 

“ Foreign linens imported into London and the out-ports, were. 

Ells. 

In i743> 1-8,584,503 

J 773> 8,954,649 

Dccreafis, 9,629,854 


Foreign linens exported from London and the out-ports, were, 

£*.$$■ 

In 1743, 9,894,837 

1773* 4.3 8 S^76 

Dccreafe, 5,509,561 

“ In order to (hew further the importance of this confidcration between the tw f o kingdoms, 
it deferves remark, that the total value of linen cloth expotted from Ireland was, 

c 

In 1741, - - ' 4^67516 

175L - - 751*993 

1762, 803,258 

1771, 1,691,787 

And it is eftimated, that about 7-8ths of that whole export is fuit to Cheat Britain. 

3 “ Having 
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1781 41 Having obferved, that our fyftcm of linen bounties and linen duties, (though poffibly, 

in a lew calcs, exceptionable in the great Scale of commercial policy,) has proved an effentia! 
encouragement to the Irilh ilaple, we think it right to add, that it has alio been the means of 
forcing forwards an extenlive linen manufafture in this kingdom, though Struggling under p, 
great diladvantage as to the growth and fupply ol the raw material. 


“ The export of B/itilh linen, intitle’d to bounty, was, Yard n 

In 1 743 * 52.779 

3753 . 641,510 

1763, 2,308,310 

*773’ • 5,235,266 


“ The incrcafc in the exports of ihitilh and liilh linens, not intitled to bounty, has, dur¬ 
ing the periods above-mentioned, been nearly as great in value, though not in quantity, and 
has been much promoted by the duties on foreign linens, which, when exported, leave behind 
a certain part of the duties paid on importation, and are fubjeft to other cuftom-houfc charges; 
fo that, before they can be rc-jhippcd, there is a diladvantage again ft the foreign manufacturer, 
equivalent from 5 to 6 pier cent. 

“ On tilde fads your lordfhips will ohferve, that F.ngland is the principal maiket for Trifli 
linens, to the annual amount in value of more than one million fterling; and that fo large a 
Sum is paid by this kingdom, not fo much for export, as for her own internal confumption, 
at kali 4-5ths of the whole quantity of imported liifli linens, and thofe of the higheft price, 
being confumcd in England. The other i-^thonly is exported; your lordfhips will fee, then, 
that Inland has a folid and permanent market for her linen at prefent, whence Ihc draws 
fpeedy and certain payments, and. is thereby enabled to make large returns. And, coufe- 
qucnrlv, the export of 1 -5th to the places fpceiiicd in the bill, and the rcfulting advantages of 
that export, in a general extension of trade, muft be the objeft of the prefent bill. The trac¬ 
ing how this may operate in Ireland, will beft lead us to the probable effects of the meafure on 
the linen trade of this kingdom, and thereby enable us to throw fotnc light on your iorJihips 
enquiry. 

*• From a comparifon of what has been Hated to us by different gentlemen, whofe evidence 
wc have taken, it does not appear, that the average expencc of freight, commiffion, wa c- 
houfmg, wharfage, and other incidents attending the import of Irish linen into Btitiih ports, 
in order to its,export from thence, ought to be eflimated at lefs than 51 percent. The boun¬ 
ties, thercfolJlNrcing equalized in the two kingdoms, Ireland will be able to export this article, 
unuci the new opening given to her trade, to an advantage over the English exporter, equal 
to 5! per cent, 

“ 'Fhts advantage will, for a certain period, be much counterbalanced by the long credits 
which will he ncccftary in the markets to which Hie muft go ; bv the uncertain returns from 
tlicfe markets ; by the difficulties of fuddcnly diverting any trade from its accuftomed channel. 
and alfo bv the inability of the Irish merchants to fend full and wx.ll-aborted cargoes, luch as 
are lent from England, and which include India goods, foreign linens, and the various articles 
of manufacture to he colleflcd from Manchefter, Birmingham, Sheffield, Norwich, and elfe- 
vvherc. All thefe emharraffments arc likely to hear hard on the fir ft adventurers; but means of 
palliating thefe will gradually be found and it muft be cxpc£led, that an existing operative 
advantage, in favoui of any branch of trade, will ultimately effectuate its establishment. 

“ Under 
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*781 “ Under thefe confederations we fee, with fome regret, an experiment tending to interrupt 

and hazard a great branch of commercial intercourfe between the two countries, which has 
been highly and reciprocally advantageous. We are convinced too, that this new fpeculation, 
fo far as it fucceeds, will operate to the diminution of our export trade,—to the diminution 
•alfo of the returns for that trade; and, confequently, to the prejudice of our navigation, and 
of the commercial interdls in general; but we'eannot think that fuch mifehiefs are fuddcnly 
to be expe&cd to any confiderable extent. 

“ If, however, contrary to thefe reafonings, fuch a revulfion of trade fliould take place, it 
may be well to have forefeen and confidered how far Great Britain would have fome remedy 
■within her own reach. The foreign manufacturers, notwithftanding the difadvantages under 
which they labour by the operation of our bounties and duties, which amount, in their average 
c fleCt, to near 15 per cent, have been able to preferve fome degree of competition, efpecially in 
the fine linens; a fmall reduction therefore in thofe duties would, in the event fuppofed, en¬ 
able this kingdom to fupply herfclf with linens as cheap as ever, and with advantage to the 
revenue. It might probably, too, obtain in return a larger confumption of woollen manufac¬ 
tures and other goods upon the continent of Europe. 

“ If, however, the firft cffcCt of the bill in queftion fhould tend to raife the price of the 
Irifh linen, which it probably may, and which we are allured has already happened in fome 
degree, it may be expeCted, that a larger importation of foreign linens will at once take place 
■without any lowering the duties; and this will more particularly happen in the inftance of 
foreign linens imported for home confumption, if, by the direCt export of low-priced linens 
from Ireland, the Irilh drapers fhould no longer be able to make fuitable afTortments for the 
Englifh market. 

“ The confcquence would be, that the import of Irifh linens in general would be conlider- 
ably diminifhed, and thofe concerned in the fine branch of the manufacture would fuffer in 
their bufinefs. Another conlequcnce would be, if it fhould be thought expedient to continue 
the bounties, as at prefent, that the demand from the Britilh manufactures increafing much, 
their produce would alfo incrcafe in proportion; for it deferves remark, that, though this king¬ 
dom carries on her linen trade, fubjeft to great and irremovcablc difadvantages, fhe is fuppofed 
at prefent to manufacture more linens than are exported from Ireland, and is therefore in that 
improved ftate of the bufinefs, which can fornilh a quick fupply to any fudden deficiency or 
increafed demand. 

“ Upon the whole view of the meafure before us, we are notcalied upon to form an opi¬ 
nion, how far its fudden adoption, though favourable to the interefts of the Dublin faCtors, 
and calculated to accelerate and extend the benefits of the North America and Weft India 
commerce now open to Ireland, is likely to promote the increafe andfecutity of the Irifh ftaplc 
manufacture. With refpeCt to the operations of that meafure on the linen trade of this king¬ 
dom, it is neceflary to advert to the ftate both of our exports and vf our manufactures; and, 
with regard to the firft, we fubmitto your lordfhips, that, as far as the direft export of linen 
from Ireland may take place in confequence of the bounty now propoled by Ireland, in fo 
much will our exports be affeCted, and the detriment rcfulting to our general trade from that 
circumftauce, will be increafed by the returns made for fuch exports, and by all the collateral 
confequences of a proportionable transfer of our navigation and general commerce to the porrs 
of Ireland. With refpeCt, however, to the operation on our linen manufactures, we think 
them much more likely to be promoted than injured by it j and we truft, for the rcafons which 

wc 
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5781 we have already detailed to your lordiliips, thatthe latter dfc£l may be expefted fiom this 
bill, and that the former will not fpccdily take place to any considerable extent. 

“ We ought, before we clofc this report, to take notice of that part of the bill which ex¬ 
tends the bounty to the exported checked linens, of which our annual exportation from Lon¬ 
don and the out-ports, is at prd'ent to the amount of 120,000k This valuable branch of trade, 
which is eh icily iupplied at p re lent by ITanckciler, is certainly liable to be afTe&ed bv the 
bounty now propohJ in Ireland;—it lias hitherto been fupported by the. %igour and enter¬ 
prising (pi 1 it of our manufacturers, though under the difad vantage of either purehafing the raw 
material from Ireland, where it is fubjeft to a duty upon exportation, or from Embden, Ham¬ 
burgh, and other places, whetc it is fold at a high price. It is cafy, however, to forefee, that 
lieland, having the material and the export, muft gradually and ultimately have gained ground 
in this branch of trade, even without the bounty; and yet with that" advantage it may be doubt¬ 
ed whether fhe will fuddcnly furmount the various embarrafiments, which flic has to encounter, 
and which we have already delcribcd to your lordiliips. 

(Signed), Carlisle, 

C. F. Greville, 

William Eden, 

Andrew Stuart, 

• • E. Gibbon. 

'i he quantity of linen exported from Ireland to every country, cxclufive of Great Britain, 
di fun-; milling each country for the year, ending the 25th of March, 1781. 


2 ~arJs» 

Fail Country, — ——- 29,612 

Holland, - — . . ——- 67,826 

Spain and Portugal, - -- 108,215 

America, —— -- 288,97 3 

Well: Indies. — - 142,099 


The quantity of linen yarn.cxported this fame year to Great Britain, was 37,202 hundred 
weigh’., value 223,21 5I. 

The export of it me from Ireland, during this year, was moLly to America, and amounted 
to no more than 1779 yards. 

Of old draperv, there was imported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year 326.578 vards. 
Of new drapery 433,198 yards. 

It appears from the Cullom-houfc books, that there was no exportation of Iriks or mixtures 
of Inks from Ireland, till the year 1781, when theie was exported of thole articles as follows: 




' lb. 

ex. 

Ribbands, ' — 

— - 


8 

Manufactured filk, 

— 

-- 430 

.•> * 

Thrown, dyed, 

- - 

25 

0 


No cotton yarn, mamifaaurcs and mixtures of cotton were exported from Ireland previous 
to this year, when the exports were as follows: Cotton, 239 pounds weight; manufactures 
and mixtures of cotton, to the value of 157b 7 s * > Lillians, 1,108 muds. 

There were alio exported from Ireland, dining this year, hardware to the value of 1 61 . 3s. ; 
ironmongers ware to the amount ot 253I. 6s. ql- ; and 25 hundred weight ol wrought iron. 
\ou IV. , 3 D The 
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J7S1 The export of glafs fron»Ireland, in 1781, was as follows: 1,892 dozen of bottles; and 
glafs ware to the value of 35I. 8s. lod. There was no export of glafs from Ireland previous to 
the year 1780. 

Importation of ftockings into Ireland in this year. 

Pairs. 

Cotton ftockings, —* • — 17,338’ 

Silk ditto, •—• - - 431 

Silk and thread, —- 24 

SiJk and worfted, . . 228 

Thread, —— — 29 ,655. 

Woollen, —— _ - 331 

Worfted, - —•— 5,111 

Exportation of ftockings from Ireland in the fame period. , 

Thread ftockings, - — 432 dozen, 4 parr. 

Woollen, - .- . . - .- 297 dozen, 11 pair. 

Worfted, ——» - 1,143 dozen, 1 pair. 

The number of hats exported from Ireland in this year, amounted to 1,404. 

The importation of upholftcry into Ireland, in 1781, was to the value of 4,8051. 13s. id.: 
export of ditto, in the fame year, was 'to the amount of 113I. 6s. 8d. 

The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland in one year, ending at the 25th of 
March, 1781, was as follows : books, bound, to the value of ih 19s. 6d.; and I5cwt. 3 qrs. 
14 lb. weight of books unbound: writing paper, 22 reams. 

In this year, 147 bounty velfels were at the filhery in Lough Swilly, which is the principal 
herring filhery in Ireland: they expended, in the cure of filh, 1,914 tons of fait; which fait 

cured in bulk, (allowing 30 maize, or 15,000 filh, to one ton of fait) 57,420 maize.- 

One hundred and feventeen veffels alfo from Liverpool and the Ifle of Man, purchafed cargoes 
in Lough Swilly for their red-herring houfes. They purchafed and royaled, with the fait 
they brought, 49,950 maize or barrels, and paid i2,487!. 10s. 


The value of the total imports from Great Britain into Ireland, this year, was 
Whereof the growth, produft, or manufa&ure of Great Britain, amounted to 

Remains of foreign, »• — • — 

Whereof African, American and Afiatic, about — —— 

Remains of other countries, **— 


£ 

2,432,417 

1,486,317 

946.100 
800,000 

146.100 


In this year Portugal prohibited the importation of printed linens from Ireland, and even 
ordered fuch parcels as were then in the Cuftom-houfe to be fent out of the kingdom. 

The Portuguefe make a good deal of common linen, and coarfe kind of tabic linen for their 
own confumption, nor is their demand for fine linen from other countries confiderable.—The 
French white linens imported into Portugal in 1776 and 1777, amounted only to 20,000 
pieces, and the Cambrayas were not fo much : but the chief importation is of narrow Britan- 
nias from Hamburg, amounting in 1777 to near 200,000 pieces: thefc art confirmed in the 
Portuguefe colonies; and the raanufa&ure of Britain and Ireland lias not yet rivalled them 
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$781 in cheapnefs. Trifh linens pay in proportion to thofc of France as 120 is to IOO; the Irifh 
being imported as Olnnda contrafata, or counterfeit Hollands. 

An account of goods and merchandize, being the growth, produft, or nianufafture of Alia, 
imported into Great Britain, and from thence exported to the kingdom of Ireland, from the 
25th of March, 1780, inclufivc, to the 25th of March, 1781, 


Denomikations, 

. Qu A N 1 

r 1 t v. 

Valuf 



Lbs. 

2 aids. 


r. 

d. 

Stained Callico, — 


i > 5 8 5 

39 6 

5 

O 

White ditto, — 

-- 

402 

80 

8 

O 

Muflin, — 

— 

74 . 220 b 

12,370 

1 

8 

India Silks and Stuffs, 

— 


3 

>5 

0 

Drugs, — — 

— 


7.677 

1 

9 i 

Cinnamon, — 

7 > 3 2 3 


2,929 

4 

0 

Cloves, •— — 

*>943 


971 

10 

0 

Mace, —- — 

1,944 


1,620 

0 

0 

Nutmegs, —■ — 

7,176 


3.588 

0 

0 

Pepper, — — 

S 3>727 


3 . 58 i 

16 

0 

Picnic nto, ' — — 

555 


27 

>5 

0 

Rice, —- — 

85,799 * 


609 

9 

I \ 

Saltpetre, — — 

102,116 


2,279 

7 

6 

China raw Silks, — 

68,429 


68,429 

0 

0 

Bohea Tea, —- 

1,224,506 


124,450 

12 

0 

Green ditto, — 

5 G>i 27 


> 55 .138 

2 

0 


Kj* China ware is omitted in this account, being confounded with earthen ware from 
England. 

The following is an exad account of the woollen cloth made in the Weft Riding of York- 
fliirc, from March 1780, to March 1781 ; with the amount of the increafe from the twelve 
months preceding that period :— 

Broad cloth,—102,118 pieces, containing 3,099,127 yards: increafed this year, 7,593 pieces, 
containing 399,496 yards. 

Narrow cloth,—98,721 pieces, containing 2,671,397 yards: increafed this year, ir,4i2pieces, 
containing 100,073 yards. 

In this year above 50,000 tons of iron were imported from Ruflia and Sweden : but the 
importation yearly from the former of thefc places, does not exceed 26,000 tons ; and from 
the latter, 16,000 tons, on an average of the laft twelve years. 

The quantity of indigo imported this year into England from the Eaft Indies, amounted to 
24,317 lbs. 

The following quantity of Britifh and Dutch /flipping paffed the Sound, to and from the 
Baltic, during the three following years 


>779 

Britifh, 

— 1651 

Dutch, 

— 2075 

1780 

Ditto, 

— 1701 

Dittp, 

- 2058 

1781 

Ditto, 

— aooi 

Ditto, 

— 9 


The Britifh (hipping that went to Hamburg, and other parts of the north, was alfo very 
confiderablc : but of the 2001 Britifh (hips fsid to have palled the Sound in 1781, the ieal 
amount was not, probably, much above 1000; the guatcr part having made two voyages. 
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17 ?! Tlic interception of the large fleet under the convoy of Admiral Zoutman, and the fubfe- 

qiu nt blockade of the Dutch ports, fuificicntly accounts for the apparent annihilation ol the 
trade of Holland to the Baltic dut ins; this vear ; the nrutnl powers, ccmfequcntlv, reaped con- 
iltlcialalc advantages front this circumilancc; as they. By this means, became the princi-ol car¬ 
riers in the Dutch and French commerce. Many of the Dutch merchantmen went allot under 
Imperial, Swedilh, Pruffian, Ruffian, or Danifh colours ; and ionic Fmghllt thins did the fame, 
by which they faved conliderably in the premium of ittl’urance. 

The number of Blips employed from England in the whale-fifhcry to Davis’s fltaits and the 
Greenland feas, during the courfc of this year, amounted to 34; the bounty at 40s. per ton.— 
In confequence of the war, the Dutch had no Ihips oil that lith cry. 

An account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and Scotland. 

EXPORTED. * IMPORTED. 


w 

•vf 

00 

Britijh 

Foreign 

17S1. 

.(bon ter: 

England. 

6)y s . 

-vF* 

£>rs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

2,294 

1,726 

Wheat, — 

143,112 

Wheat Flour, &c. 

86,045 

3*536 

Wheat Flour, 

J5>9 2 4 

Rye, — 

2-5 50 

15 ^ 

Rye, — 

10,743 

Bariev, — 

21,711 

— 

Barley, — 

56 

Malt' — 

107,928 * 

— 


— 

Oats, — 

7 > 9 9 2 

18,215 

Oats, — 

55*5°* 

Oatmeal, ' —* 

8 >S 6 3 

116 

Oatmeal, — 

3' 1 7 

Beans, — * 

15,248 

43 ° 

Beans, — 

3,244 

Peas, — 

2,826 

290 

Peas, — 

14,508 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

82 

—- 

Wheat Flour, 

— 99 

Wheat Flour, 

9*336 

— 

Oats, — 

53*576 

Barley and Bear, 

15,588 

— 



Barley Meal, — 

199 

— 



Barley hulled, — 

82 

— 



Malt, — 

5,040 

— 



Oats, — 

1,171 

— 



Oatmeal, 

5,660 

— 



Peas and Beans, 

55° 

— 




rert. qrs. 

lb. 


(U'l. qrs. !b. 

Bifcuit, — 

6,383 X 

0 

Bifcuit, — 

43 0 2 7 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn and grain exported from England in this year, amoun¬ 
ted to 26,663!. 13s. old. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
period, was 5,653!. xos. 94c!. 

Tito duties on corn imported into England, was 4,275!. 4s. qd.; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 447 1 . 6s. 3’d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the flandard Whichever bufltcl, for 
this year, was as follows :— 

Wheat, 5s. yd.; rye, 3s. 4j*l.; barley, ?,s. i{d. ; oats, is. 8|d. j beans, as. iO|d. 


The 



A. T>. 


1781 The following arc the variations of the publ 
low ell prices arranged of/polite to each month 
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ic funds during this year, with the higheft and 
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I’hc following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal aflent in the. fcilion of 
Parliament which commenced on November 1, 17So, and was prorogued on the 18th of Julv, 
1781 : 

A bill for the better fupply of mariners to ferve in his Majefly’s fliips of war, and on board 
mcrchant-lhips, 

For extending the provilions of three afls made in the 18th, 19th, and 20th years of his 
preient Majelty’s reign, with refpedt to bringing prize-goods into this kingdom ; to puces 
taken from the Statcs-General of the United Provinces; for declaring what goods hull be 
deemed military or fhip (lores ; for regulating the idle of, and afeertaining the duties upon. 
Fall Indiagoods, condemned as prize in the port of London ; for permitting the puichafers of 
prize-goods condemned abroad, to import fuch goods into this kingdom, under the like re¬ 
gulations and advantages as are granted by law to the captors themfclves; and for reducing 
the duties on foreign piizc tobacco. 

For the encouragement of fcamcn, and the more fpecJy and riicdlual manning of his Ma- 
jcfly’s navy. 

For further continuing an afl made in the lyth year of his preient Majeilv, for allowing 
the importation of tine organzined Italian thrown iilk, in any lliips or veifcls, for a limited 
time. 

For railing a certain Aral by way of annuities and a lottery, and for confolidating certain 
annuities, Ac. 


For 
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4j8i For repealing the difcounts and abatements upon certain foreign goods, and for granting 
additional duties upon tobacco and lugar imported into Great Britain. 

For granting to his Majcfty an additional duty upon the produce of the feveral duties under 
•the management of the refpe&ivc commiftkmers of the excite in Great Britain. 

To permit the importation of flax and tlax-fccd into this kingdom and Ireland, in any fhip 
■or vefiel belonging to any kingdom or ftatc in amity w ith his Majcfty, navigated with foreign 
mariners, during the prefent hoftilities. 

For repealing the prefent duties tipon paper, pafte-boards, mill-boards, and feale-boards 
made in Great Britain ; and for granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

For permitting goods the produft or rrtanufaflure of certain places within the Levant 01 
Mediterranean feas, to be imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in Britilh or foreign veftels, 
from any place whatfoever ; and for laying a duty on cotton and cottonwool imported into 
this kingdom, in foreign fhips or veftels, during the prefent hoftilities. 

To permit, during the prefent hoftilities, the importation of goods the produce of the plan¬ 
tations of the crown of Portugal, into Great Britain and Ireland, in Portuguefe vcfjfejs ; and 
the importation of certain other goods therein mentioned, in any neutral lhips or vOrels. 

To continue feveral laws relating to the opening and cftahlifhing certain free ports in the ifland 
of Jamaica ; for allowing the free importation of fago powder and vermicelli from his Majefty’s 
colonies in North America ; for the flee importation of raw hides and fkins from Ireland and 
the Britilh plantations in America ; for the exportation of provifions, goods, wares, and mer¬ 
chandize, to certain places in North America, which are, or may be under the protection of 
bis Majefty’s arms ; and fromfuch places, to Great Britain, and other parts of his Majefty’s 
dominions, &c. 

For continuing and amending an aft made in the laft feffion of Parliament, entitled, “ An 
aft for appointing and enabling commiflidners to examine, take, and ftate the public accounts 
of the kingdom; and to report what balances are in the hands of the accountants, which may 
be applied to the public fcrvice, and what defefts there are in the prefent mode of reviewing, 
collefting, iiTuing, and accounting for public money; and in what more expeditious and 
effeftual, and lefs expenfive manner., the faid fervice can, in future, be regulated and carried 
on for the benefit of the public.’! 

To direft the payment into the Exchequer of the refpeftive balances remaining in the hands 
of feveral perfons therein named, and for indemnifying the faid perfons and their reprefenta- 
tives againft all future claims relating thereto, and for other purpofes therein mentioned. 

For continuing the encouragement and reward to perfons making certain difeoveries for 
afeertaining the longitude at fea, or making other ufeful difeoveries and improvements in 
navigation, and for making experiments relating thereto. 

Tor eftablifhing an agreement with the Eaft India Company for the payment of the fum of 
.400,000). for the ufe 0/ the public, for granting the faid Company, for a further term, the 
foie and exclufive trade to and from the Eaft Indies ; and for etlablifhing certain regulations 
for the better management of the faid Company, as well in India as in Europe, and for re¬ 
cruiting the military forces of the faid Company. 

Alfo a bill for explaining and amending fo much of the aforefaid aft as relates to the adrni- 
niftration steuftice in Bengal, under a judgment of the Supreme Court of Judicature; and 
Alfo for indfctniufying the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, and all officers who have 
afted under llfetk .orders or authority, in rcfiftance to the procel's of the Supreme Court. 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year 
For 90,000 feamen, including 20,317 marines, ordnance, &c. 

For the ordinary of the navy, &c. _ _ __ 

Towards building and repairing (hips of war, — 

Towards difcharging the debt of the navy, _ __ 

For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land fervice, &c. 

Ditto for the fea fervice, . . . , 

Ordnance extraordinaries of 1781, -- -■ 

Ditto of 1780, - ■■■■ ■ — 

For compcnfat ion to proprietors of lands near Chatham, — 
Ditto of lands near Sheernefs and Gravefend, —. __ 

Ditto of lands at and near Tilbury fort, — — 

For 39,666 land-forces, including 4,213 invalids, &c. — 

For the pay of the general and flaff-officers, &c. — — 

r maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom, 
r five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 

For the charge of 13,472 Heffian troops and fubfidy, —- 

To make good the deficiencies in fums voted for ditto in 1780, 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickcrs, — 

For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau and fubfidy, —* 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and fubfidy, — 

For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. —- 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbft, with the fubfidy, &c. — 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, —- 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 

For the militia, and four regiments of feneible men in North Britain, 
for the cloathing of the militia, — 

For additional militia companies, &c. — 

Ditto of eighty independent companies of foot, — — 

To make good die deficiency on pay of additional companies, See. of 
militia, in 1780, — — — — 

Ditto on the vote for pay of two battalions of Lord John Murray’s 
regiment, in 1780, — — — — 

For extra army expences, See. not provided for by Parliament, 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to fcvcral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital, &c. — 

To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the fick and deceafed pri- 
foners in the gaols of Middlci’cx, Weftminftcr, and Southwark, for near 
four years, and for medicines for their ufe, &c. —- 

To tire Levant Company, — — — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 
For repairing, Ac. Biitiih forts and fcttlcments on the coaft of Africa, 
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Brought over, 

To make good to Ids Majefty the like fum iflued by his Majcliy’s 
orders, in pursuance of the addretlcs of the Houle of Commons, 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. * — 

r To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing ccfuvifts in heaving hallaft 

on the Thames, - - - 

For the relief of the fulTerers by the violent hurricanes in the ifland of 
Barbadoes, — — — — 

Ditto of the ifland of Jamaica, — — — 

Towards carrying on the buildings at Somcrfet Houle, — 

For the civil cltahlilhmcnt of the illand of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — _ — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 

Ditto of Eaft Florida, 1 — — —. 

Ditto of Weft Florida, — — — 

On account of general furvevs in North Anjcrica, —• 

Towards rebuilding Newgate, ■ — — 

Towards repairing the King’s-bcnch and Fleet prifons, which werp let 

on lire by the rioters in 1780, - - —r 

To Mr. H. Philips, for his difcovcry of a certain powder for the def- 

truflion of inftcls, - - - 

T'o fuch perfons whofe Idles by the riots in June 1780, amounted to 
tool, of under, — — — — 

To the Bank for difeounts, and rewards for receiving and pasingcon- 

1 or difeharging the prizes of the lottery of 1780, — 

Towards difeharging certain Exchequer hills, with intcrcfl, 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills, &c. — 

I or ditto, — — — — 

Deficiency in the land-tax, — —- — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — — — 

Ditto of coinage duty, - - -- 

Ditto of annuity fund, 17 58, — — — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, -- ——- 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, - - 

Ditto of annuity fund, 17 Bo, — — 

Ditto of ways and means, 1780, — — — 


For military ferviccs, on the vote of credit, 


Total Supplier, 


/;• 
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The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 
Duty on malt, — — — 

Land tax at 4s. — — — 

By annuities and lottery, — — —- 

By certain furplufles of the finking fund, — — 

By Exchequer bills, — • — — 

By ditto, — — — — 

By ditto, for the Bank charter, — — 

By money to be paid by the Eaft India Company, — 

By furplus of the a-7ths qd excife, — — 

By ditto of the fund for life annuities 18 George II. — 

By ditto of the fund for life annuities 19 George II. —— 

Difpofeable money in the Exchequer, — — 

By balances of the late treafurers of the navy and paymafters of 
fiatces, voted 400,000!. but no more paid into the Exchequer than 
By balance of the account of Sir William Howe, — 

By ditto of the account of Mcfirs. Fonnercau and Burrel, 

By ditto of the account of Sir William Erfkine, ——— 

By part of the balance of the account of the lat<? Mr. Richardfon, 
By the falc of lands in the ceded iflands, — — 

By money arifen from the falc of French prizes, —— 

By duty on gum Senegal, —• — — 


Vote of credit, —— 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Total amount of Supplies granted, 
Total amount of Ways and Means, 

Deficiency of Ways and Means, 

The national debt, up to July 1781, amounted to — 
The annual intcreft of which was, — — 

The following additional taxes were impofed this year:— 
l ive per cent, on cxcife, except malt, foap, candles and hides, 
Difcount of the cuftoms, — 1 

Tobacco, j’-d. per pound, - — —— 

Sugar, one halfpenny per pound, —— — 

Duty on paper, — — — — 

Duty on almanacks, — — ~* 


£ i. <4 
750,000 o o 
2,000,000 o o 
12,480,000 o o 
2,788,346 19 8 


Vol.IV. 


Total of new taxes, 
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Review of perpetual taxes, from 177610 1781, i’nclnfive :— 

Computed produce per annum, 

Ta xes. Taxes. 

In 1776 — £. 73,000 o o In 1779 — £. 478,000 o o 

1777 — 242,000 o o 1780 — 701,616 o o 

1778 — 336,000 00 * 1781 — 814,060 o o 


Total of perpetual taxes, 


2,644,676 o o 


An account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, from 
December 10, 1780, to December 11, 1781. 

Chriftened, males 8,774 Buried, males 10,499 

. ... —females 8,252 --females 10,210 


17,026 


20,709 


1782 Of the great variety of important matter which demands a place in the hiftorv of this year, 
we fliall begin with a brief ftatement of filch of the parliamentary tranfaftions of it, as bear a 
more immediate relation to our fubjcA, 

The ruinous tendency of the American war was now become fo very evident to the whole 
nation, and the miniftry appeared fo full of doubt and hefitation as to any future mode of carry¬ 
ing it on, that it feemed to be abfolutely nccctlary for the welfare of this country, that Ibme 
effectual means fhould be employed to put an end to fucli a fatal con tell. With this \io.v 
General Conway, on the 22d of February, made the following motion in the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, “ That an humble addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majefly, earncilly imploiing his 
Majefty, that, taking into Confidcration the many and great calamities which had attended the 
prefent unfortunate war, and the heavy burthens thereby brought on his loyal and nfTevlionate 
people, he would begraciouilv plcafed to liitcn to the humble prayer and advice of his faithful 
Commons, that the war on the continent of North America might no longer be purfued, for 
the impraftkable purpofe of reducing that country to obedience by force: and exprefling their 
hope, that the earned defire and diligent exertion to refiore the public tranquillity, of which 
tlicv had received his Majefly’s molt gracious affuranccs, might, by an happy reconciliation 
with the revolted colonies, be forwarded and made effectual; to which great end his Majcily’s 
faithful Commons would be ready tnoft cheerfully to give their utmoil affillance.” This mo¬ 
tion called forth all the powers of both parties. The arguments which had already been 
employed on this fulyjeft, were now repeated : but it evidently appeared, at the daHKifhc 
del ate, that the ftrength of the miniftrv was in a ranid declia&blilifec addrefs was wllflVcJ 


debate, that the ftrength of the miniftry was in a rapid dccliaffi£'^|^ addrefs wasljjpPhnd 
by a majority of only one voice : 193 appearing for it, audtjHHjif 

In full confidence of obtaining a decided renewed his motion on 

tlic 27th of t&fe&mc month, in a ionic what day, a petition from the 

city of LosWEitt'Was prefented to tire Iloufe, Soliciting the HovHMSo interpofe in fuch a manner, 
as Iho'J 1 prevent any further profecution of the American war : after which, General Conway 
J86&d, ‘fj’if'liat ir fhould he refolved, that it was the opinion of that Iloufe, that the further 
' proiecutflpi of often five war on the continent of Noifti Ameiica, for the purpofe of reducing 
' , ; fhe revolted colonics to obedience, by force, would be the attains of weakening the efforts - al 
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s; 82 tins country againfl her European enemies, and tend, under the prefent circumftances, dan- 
geroully to cncreaie the mutual enmity, fo fatal to the intercfts both of Great Biitain and A- 
in. rica ; and, by preventing an happy reconciliation with that country, to fruflratc the camtft 
de-ire gracioufly cxprclkd by his Majdly to rcltorc the biddings of public tranquillity.” 

Among other arguments that were brought to prove the prodigious diladvantage attending 
anAinerii.au war, it was aifeitcd that* upon tlie cleared; computation, France expended no 
jnoie than 40I. {leiling; for every man flic had fent to the afiiftance of the Americans, while 
Great Biitain paid no Ids than loci. This great difference was enhanced to a molt alarming 
degree, when the difparity of the numbers maintained by the two contending kingdoms was 
taken into confide ration. At the time of the reduflion of the army under Lord Cornwallis, 
the period at which the French troop-, were mod numerous in America, they amounted to no 
more than 8000 men, and, at tuber times, itad not exceeded 5030; while the Britilh forces on 
the American ellabhlhmcnt, had been paid for at the rate of 70,000. 

The anfwcis of ad min id rat ion were not unaccompanied with ftrong arguments in fupport 
of them. The me.ifurcs in conremphrion with regatd to America, were reprefented as found¬ 
ed on the mod obvious expediency. 'While the colonies continue at war with this country, it 
would he highly Imprudent to aft as if we were at peace with them : it would hetrav a timidity 
and a fear of offending them, unworthy the character of the Britifli nation. It would expofe 
us to their contempt, and inffead of accelerating the work of peace, would incline them to treat 
us with haughtinefs, and to aifutnc a {file of liipeiiority which would naturally tend fo throw 
oUlruftions in the way of that reconciliation which was fo much and fo univeifally doiireJ.— 
Such, it was laid, ought to be the future plan of afting with the Americans, as to convince 
them, that though the iliitilh nation was willing to he reconciled with the colonies, yet it was 
fully determined not to degrade itfeif, by any mean or unworthy coiiceilions ; bur, on the 
contrary, to hold out terms entirely compatible with its honour, as well as advantageous to 
them ; and, in the mean time, to prd’erve a firm and refalute conduct, equally removed from 
pi ide or from fear. 

It was alto obferved by a great law officer, that there were fevcral oh Hades to be removed in 
order to treat of pence with America, which the Uoufe did not lean to recollect. At that mo¬ 
ment, fevcral afts of l’ai iiament were in existence, which would prove infupersb’e bars to lucli 
an attempt. He, therefore, recommended a truce, as a nceeilatv preliminary ilep, during the 
continuance of which, the enmity, occafioncd by the violence of the contcft, miglit fubfide, 
and each party, being at Injure to conf’ult their real inierefts, might, at length, accede to terms 
of peace ; which, having undergone a flow and tctnpei.itc diwiilfion. might prove more honour¬ 
able and advantageous, as well as mote likdv to I ecu re a pennant nt union, than tf.ofe mull¬ 
ing from fudden overtures and fimilar acq-def.cnee. He declared 1 )<intention of bringing m 
a bill, with the permiifion of the Uoufe, tot thefe purpoles ; and lie, inconsequence, mined, 

That the pivfent debate be adjourned to the 13th day of the enfuing Mirth.” The Iloufe 
divided upon the motion, when theic appeared for it 215, and agam.il it eg4 , lb that there was 
a majority of jy again 1\ the miniilry. The original motion \vr. put. and canicd without a di- 
vifion. The General immediately followed this motion with another for an addrefs to the 
■King, in which liis M a icily was lolieitcd to put a flop to any further prolecution of oftenhvc 
war againft the colonies. This was alfo agreed to, as lull as that the addrefs ihould be pre- 
fented to his Majdly by the whole Houle. The addicts was accordingly ptdented on the. liiil 
of March, when his Majelly, in an fiver, declared, " 1 hat there were no objefts nearer to 
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17 3 _« his heart than the eafe, happinefs, and profperity of his people ; and that the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons might be allured, that, in purfuancc of their advice, he ihould take fuch meafures, as 
. ihould appear to him to be moft conducive to the reftoration of harmony between Great Bri¬ 
tain and her revolted colonies, lo eflcntial to the profperity of both ; and that his efforts ihould 
be diredled, in the moft effcdtual manner, againft our European enemies, until fucit a peace 
could be obtained, as ihould coniitf with the interefts and permanent welfare of his kingdoms.” 

This parliamentary determination againft any further profecution of the American war, was 
a moft important event, and diffuied a very coniidcrable degree of joy throughout the kingdom, 
as it had fuch an evident tendency towards accelerating that peace, which the irftfcrefls of the 
nation fo indifpenfably required ; and as every rank of people were now become weary of that 
unhappy conteft with the colonies, which had been produdtive of nothing but national cala¬ 
mity and difgrace, an enormous load of taxes, and an immenfe augmentation of the nation¬ 
al debt. 

But though the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, in addreffing his Majefty againft 
any further profecution of the American war, gave very general fatisfaftion, it was thought by 
many, that the royal anfwer was not fufficicntly explicit. On this principle, therefore, Ge ¬ 
neral Conway moved, on the 4th of March, “ That an humble addiefs fhould be prefented 
to his Majefty, to return his Majefty the thanks of that Houfe, for his gracious anfwer to their 
addrefs prefented to him on Friday the ftrft of that month, and for the affuranccs he had been 
pleafed to give them of his intention, in purfuance of the advice of that Houfe, to take fuch 
meafuresas Ihould appear moft conducive to the reftoration ofharntony between Great Britain 
and the revolted Colonies, &c.; that Houfe being convinced that nothing could, in the pre- 
fent circumftances of this country, fo eflentially promote thofe great objefts of his Majefty’s 
paternal care for his people, as the meafures which*his moft faithful Commons had moft hum¬ 
bly, but earneftly recommended to his Majefty.” This motion was agreed to, neminc contra- 
diccrte ; after which, the General made a iccond motion, that it fhould he refolved by that 
Houfe, “ That after the fblemn declaration of the opinion of that Houfe in their addrefs to 
his Majefty, &c. and his Majefty’s afiurance, See. that Houfe would confider as enemies to 
liis Majefty and this country, all thofe who fhould endeavour to fruftrate his Majefty’s paternal 
care for the cafe and happinefs of his people, by advifmg, or by any means attempting, the 
further profecution of offenfive war on the continent of North Ameuca, for the purpofe of 
reducing the revolted colonics to obedience by force. 

Notwithftanding the majority which had lately appeared in the Houfe of Commons againft 
the miniftry, they did notdifeover any difpofition to refign, To bring matters, however, to 
this ilFue, the members of the oppofition continued to employ the moft vigorous efforts; and, 
on the 8th of March, a motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, by Lord John Cavcn- 
difh, that it fhould be refolved, “ That it appeared to that Houfe, that fince the year 1775, up¬ 
wards of one hundred millions of money had been expended on tire army and navy, in a fiuit- 
lefs war:” which was followed up with three other refolutions. 

Firft, “ That it appears to this Houfe, that during the above period, we have loft the thir¬ 
teen colonies of America, which anciently did belong to the crows of Great Britain, (except 
the ports of New York, Charleflown and Savannah,) the newly,acquired colony of Florida, 
many of our valuable Weft India and other iflands, and thofe few that remain arc in the moft 
imminent danger.” 


Secondly, 
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1782 Secondly, “ T hat it appears to this Houfe, that Great Britain is at prcfent engaged in an 
expenfive war with France, Spain and Holland, without a fingle ally.” 

1 hirdly, “ T hat it appears to this Houle, that the chief caufe of all thcfe misfortunes, is 
want of forcfight and ability in his Majefty’s miniftcrs.” 

'1 he moving of thcfc refolutions, occalioned one of the warmeft and mod acrimonious de¬ 
bates that ever took place in the Houfe of Commons. The thtce fitft refolutions were felf- 
c\ ident, hut the fourth was of a nature to employ the utmoft powers of both parties in the at¬ 
tack and defence of it. The Houfe of Commons had not been fo full during thecourfe of 
many ffears, as on the debating this very interefting queftioni no lefs than 480 members were 
prcfent, and at two o’clock in the morning, the Houfe divided on a motion lor the order of 
the day, which had been made by the Secretary at War, and which was carried by a majority 
of ten. 

Such an inconfidcrable majority on a quell ion of fucli magnitude, and wherein the minif¬ 
tcrs were fo dire£Uy and perfonally attacked, was a kind of lignal to renew the charge againft 
them :—notice was accordingly given that the motion would be repeated ; and, on the 15th of 
March, a motion was made by Sir John Rous, in which, after reciting the fafts contained in 
the refolutions made on the 8th, it was propofed to refoive, “ That in confideration thereof, 
the Houfe could have no further confidence in the minifters who had the direftion of public 
a Hairs.” The quellion was negatived by a majority only of nine. Notice was alfo given at 
the clofe of this divilion, that a motion to the fame effect would be made on the Wednefday 
following. 

On that day, the 20th of March, the Houfe being extremely croudcd, Lord Surry was pre¬ 
paring to make the promifed motion, when Lord North informed the Houfe, as he underftood 
the motion about to be made was fimilar to one which had been made a few days before, that 
it was become wholly unneccfl'ary, as the adminiftration, againft which it was levelled, no 
longer cxifted, the King having cotfle to a determination to change his miniftcrs. He moved, 
in confcquence, for an adjournment, that icifure might be given for die new minifterial ar¬ 
rangement. 

Previous to the meeting of Parliament after the Chriftmas reccfs, there was no very great 
expe&ation formed of any change in the adminillration ; hut, the calamities occalioned by the 
American war, the enormous weight of taxes, and the diminution of the value of landed pro¬ 
perty, at length awakened tlic fears of thofe country gentlemen who had generally voted with 
the miniftry. They faw the dangers to which the nation was expofed, they felt the prefture of 
tlxe public burthens, and they deferted from the ftandard of adminiftration. The minifterial 
majorities of courfe began to diminilh, the opposition became much incrcafed in numbers, 
and a complete revolution in the adminiftration was at length effected. 

On the 27 th of March, the follow ing arrangements took place in the adminiftration. The 
Marquis of Rockingham was appointed firll Lord of the Ticafury; Lord John Cavendifli 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; the Earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fox, Secretaries of State; Ad¬ 
miral Kcppel, firft Lord of the Admiralty; General Conway, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, &c. be. 

Such a complete and radical change of his Majefty’s miniftcrs, at filch a moment of generaL 
diftrefs and alarm, and' from whence a new, and as it was hoped, a more fuccefsfui plan of 
public meafures would proceed, was followed by a very considerable degree of national iatis- 
faftion. It was one of thofe important events which, by giving a new turn to the operations 
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1782 of government, furnilhed thofe hopes which railed declining and gave animation to drooping 
commerce. We, therefore, have not gone beyond our proper limits, in tracing the j>;egrets 
of it. 

The lii ft ftep of public cmjfcqnenctftak.cn by the new niiniftry, was to remove tire caufe of 
thofe jealoufies that had fo long fubliiled in Ireland, by procuiing the repeal of fuch afb; as 
were moft obnoxious and oppreilive to that kingdom, But as the arrangement which after-, 
wards took place between Great Britain and Ireland, and the new portion in which the latiei 
was placed in conlequenec of it, is a great commercial object, we find! give a brief account of 
what had palled in the lifter kingdom previous to the lmafures adopted by the Ihritifh i’avlia- 
ment relative to it. 

At a meeting of the reprefentntives of 143 corps of volunteers of the province of Ulftcr, held 
at Dungannon on the 15th ot February in this year, it was refolvcd, that a claim of any body 
of men, other than the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland, to make laws- to bind that king ¬ 
dom, was unconftitutional, illegal, and a grievance; that the power cxercifcd hy the Privy 
Councils of both kingdoms, under colour or pretence of the law of Povnings, were tmeonfii- 
tutional and a grievance ; that a mutiny hill not limited, in point of duration, from fell I on to 
fed;on, was unconftitutional and a grievance ; and that the ports of that country were, hy 
light, open to all foreign countries, not at war with the King; and that any burthen there¬ 
upon, or obftrtiftion thereto, favc oftlv by the Parliament of Ireland, was unconflifiuional, 
illegal, and a grievance. It having been alTertcd that volunteers, as fuch, could not, with 
propriety debate, or publifti their opinions on political fubjefts, or on the conduit of Parlia¬ 
ment or parliamentary men, they refolvcd, that a citizen, bv learning the uie of arm?, did not 
abandon any of his civil rights; and they declared, that it was their decided and unaltciahic 
determination to feck a red refs of the public grievances, and to ufc all confti tutional means to 
make fuch their purfuit of redrefs fpeedy and effectual. 

One of the moft firm, vigorous, anti eloquent aflcrtors of the independence of the Parlia¬ 
ment of Ireland was Mr. Grattan, and that gentleman, a few days after the meeting held at 
Dungannon, moved, in the Iriih Houfc of Commons, a long and fpirited addrels to his Ma- 
jelly, declarative of the rights of Ireland, and aflerting, that no other power but the King, 
Lords and Commons of Ireland were competent to make laws for that kingdom, though that 
power had been affumed by the Britifh Parliament. This motion, after a long debate, was 
rtjcried by a conftderable majority. This rcpulfe, however, did not prevent Mr. Grattan from 
continuing to urge his countrymen, with the utmoft ardour, not to defiift from their attempts, 
till they had obtained the objeft of their puifuit. 

Such was the fiate of affairs in the After kingdom, when Mr. Eden, Secretary to the Earl of 
Carlille, who was juft removed from the vice-royalty, in favour of the Duke of Portland, arm - 
ed in England in confequencc of the late change of adminiftration. On the 81I1 of April, 
which was the firft day of tire meeting of Parliament after the reeds, that gentleman brought 
the affairs of Ireland rather unexpcftedly before the 'Houfc. In a fpcech of confiderable length, 
he gave an account of thofe tranfaftions which we have already noticed. He alfo remarked, 
that though, in confequencc of the afts palled, in the year 1780, Ireland had emerged fioni 
laws, which, for a length of time, had fettered all her indufiry and commerce, yet the inert-ale 
of the opulence of the kingdom, was not equal to thofe fanguine expeftations, which were en¬ 
tertained by numbers, amidft the firft dreams of the extenfive benefits which would accompany 
a free trade ; and, therefore, they looked back with dread upon the Engliih laws, and rclolvcft 
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1782 to a flirt tlic independence of their own Parliament, upon that of Great Britain. He avoided 
all enquiry, whether this was a queflion of right or of power. It had, however, been exce¬ 
eded for a long period of years, but could be exerciied no longer,—and even if it could, no 
benefit Would refult irom it, fince the fyllern of reflraining Irifh commerce had been wifely 
(litcontinucd. lie was, however, convinced, from the prefent difpofition of the people of 
Ireland, that it was abfolutely necefTary to repeal fo much of the aft of the fi'xth of George J. 
as afferted the tight in the King and Parliament of Great Britain to make laws to bind the 
kingdom and people of Ireland. And he accordingly moved for leave to bring ia a bill for 
that pfSfrpofe. 

The oppofiiion made by the miniflry to an immediate acquiefcence with this motion, was 
on the following grounds. It was afferted, that it was not from any indifpofition in ntiniflers 
to do ample juilice to the fillet kingdom, that they had not, on the very firft day of their ap¬ 
pealing in Parliament, in their official charaftcrs, propofed fuch meafures as were, ia their 
opinion, calculated to conciliate the afFeftions of the Irilii, and terminate the uneafiiieffcs, the 
jealoufics, and the tumults which had fulfilled, and continued to fubfift, in that injured and 
irritated country : it was not from the kail difinclination to put Ireland in poftdfum of her ac- 
lual rights, that they had not immediately proceeded to decilive fleps; but hrc.mle they dif- 
dained to catch, with equal cagemel's and want of policy, at the expedient of the minute, and 
to patch up a prefent difficulty on any terms, rather than meet it fairly, and endeavour to dis¬ 
cover as well as purfuc the tnofl fubftantiJ and lading modes of remedying a veal evil and p-e- 
vt tiling its return. It was with a view to fettle the conllitution of the two countries in fuch 
a manner as fhould prove perfeftly fatisfaftory to England and Ireland, and promife to afford 
a lading harmony to both, that they bad paufed upon the fubjeft. It was alfo officially de¬ 
clared, that, during the very fhort time miniflets had been in office, they had held fcveral 
councils on the affairs of Ireland, and propofed very ihortlv to offer fome preparatory mccifurcs 
to Parliament relative to them. After lome further debate, Mr. Eden agreed to withdraw bis 
motion. 

Nor did miniders fail in proving the fincerity of their afiertion,—for on the very next day 
the Secretary of State brought a rncflirgc from his Majcfly, to inform the Houfe, “ That being 
concerned to find difeontents and jealoufics prevailing amongfl his loyal fubjefts m Ireland, cm 
matters of great weight and importance, he earneflly recommended to the Houfe to take tiie 
fir me into their moil furious confidcration, in order to make fuch a final adiuftmeut, as might 
give mutual fatisfaftion to both kingdoms. A mefiage to the fame cifeft was delivered to the 
.Lords, the firft dav of their meeting, and addrefies were unanmioufiy voted bv both i lock". 

If ever there was a matter that required the precautions of deliberative wlfdom, it w.i, that, 
which now occupied the attentions of the Bririfh government. It was now evident, from the 
prctenlions of the Irifh, expreffed by the Parliament and the people, that the matter contained 
no Icfs than the conllitution of the kingdom , that it compiehendcd not only ail commercial 
lights and privileges, but alfo the legifiativc and fovereign powers. The moil important ob- 
jcfls Were, therefore, embraced, and both nations were mofl materially concerned in the dit- 
cullion and fcttlement of a matter of fuch conlequcncc. It was a fubjeft on which the King 
could not decide without the affiflancc of his Parliament; nor, indeed, could it be done with¬ 
out the concurring operation of the Parliaments of both kingdoms. 1 o enter, therefore, into 
the bufinefs with propriety, and in a manner which would give tfleft to their proceedings, it 
was ncccflary to have full and authentic information, and that both Parliaments lhould not 
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1782 only take time in their deliberations, but give cachother, in the progrefs of this important lm- 
fincfs, all poffible aid and afhftance, in order to forward an happy termination of it. The ob¬ 
ject of the piefcnt moment was, to fettle the true quality and the nature of the relationfliip 
which fubfifted between the two countries, to afeertain their diftinft conflitutions, and to 
cflablifh fuch an union and conneftion between them as fhould endure for ages. < 

On the x6th of April, which was within a few days after his Majefty’s meflage to the Britifh 
Parliament, Mr. Grattan moved, in the Houfc of Commons of Ireland, a declaration of rights, 
under the form of an addrefs to the throne, which, after fome debate, was agreed to without 
adivifion. In this addrefs it was declared, that his Majefty’s fubjefts of Ireland were a free 
people ; that the crown of Ireland was an imperial crown, infeparably annexed to the crown 
of Great Britain, on which connexion the intereft and happinefs of both nations efTentialiy 
depend ; but that the kingdom of Ireland was a d’iftinft kingdom, with a Parliament of her 
own, the foie legiflaturc thereof. That there was no body of men competent to make laws to 
bind that nation, except the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland •, nor any other Parliament 
which had any authority or power of any fort whatever, in that country, favc only the Parlia¬ 
ment of Ireland. They allured his Majefty, that they humbly conceived, that in this right 
the very efifencc of their liberty exiflcd : it was a right which they, on the part of alL the people 
of Ireland, claimed as their birth-right, and which they could not yield but with their lives. 
They declared, that they confidered»the claims of the Parliament of Great Britain, in the aft 
palled for the better fccuring- the dependency of Ireland, to be irrcconcileablc to the funda¬ 
mental rights of that nation, and a great and principal caule of the difeontents and jealoulics in 
that kingdom. Among the grievances of Ireland, they likewife mentioned the perpetual 
mutiny aft, and the praftice of lupprefling their bills in the council of Ireland, or altering the 
fame any where. They remained, they faid, in humble expectation of a redrefs of thefe griev ¬ 
ances ; and, after the ftrongeft exprellions of regard for the Britifh people, it declares the de¬ 
termination of Ireland, on partaking the freedom of England, to fhare her fate, and Band or 
fall with the Britifh nation. 

Thefe proceedings of the Irifh Parliament occafioned the utmoft joy and exultation in that 
country, and fo high was the public opinion of the fervices of Mr. Grattan, the great and elo¬ 
quent leader of the popular party, that Parliament voted the fum of 50,000!. for purchafmg an 
eilatc for that gentleman and erefting an houfe thereon, which were to be fettled on him and 
the heirs of his body, as a teftimony of their gratitude for the unparalleled benefits conferred 
by him on that kingdom. 

On the 18th of May, the Britifh Houfe of Commons was refolvcd into a committee of the 
whole Houfe, in order to take into confxderation the affairs of Ireland, when the following 
refoiutions were agreed to nem'inc eintraduente :— 

' Firft, “ That it was the opinion of that Houfe, that the aft of the fixtli of George I. en¬ 
titled, ‘ An Aft for the better fequring the Dependency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great 
‘ Britain,’ be repealed." 

Secondly, “ That it was the opinion of that Houfe, that it was indilpcnfable to the intereft 
and happinefs of both kingdoms, that the conneftjon between them fhould be efiabiilhed by 
mutual confent upon a folid and permanent footing." 

The fame refoiutions were aJfo agreed to on the fame day in the Houfe of Lords. In con- 
fcquencc of thefe meafurcs, an aft was afterwards paflcd, by which the aft of the fixth of 
Gtaa&Lt I. was repealed, which was, in faft, a renunciation, on the part of the Britilh I’ar- 
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1782 liarnetit, of any right to legiflate in Ireland. *1 he perpetual mutiny bill was alfo repealed in 
Ireland, and another pafTed of a temporary nature. The appellant jurifdiftion of the Britifh 
Houfc of Peers in Irifh caufes, was like wife given up. 

On the 27th of the fame month, the Duke of Portland went in ftate to the Irifh Iloufc of 
Peers; and, in a fpccch to both houlcs^of Parliament, acquainted them with the flops that 
had been taken by the Britifh legiflature, in compliance with their demands ; in confequcnce 
of which, both houi'es addrdltd the King, expreffmg their perfeft fatisfaftion in the mcafures 
propofed, and their alTurances, that as loon as they Ihoukl be carried into effeft, no conititu- 
tional queftion between the two countries would any longer exift. 

In return for this liberal proceeding of the Biitifh government, in reiinqui thing its claims, 
without any flipulation or condition whatever, the Parliament of Ireland immediately voted 
too.oool. for the purpofe of railing . 50 ,coo Irilh feamen, foi the lets ice of his Msjefty’s navy 
I he affairs of the had India Company, and the condition of their polleifions, itiil conti¬ 
nued to be a frequent fabjeft. of parliamentary coniideration mid difeuflion.—'The two com¬ 
mittees on Indian affairs continued to lit during the whole tethon, with unremitting diligence 
and application ; their reports were voluminous beyond all example. On moving that the 
reports which had been made from the fecrct committee, ihould be referred to the corn'.dela¬ 
tion of a committee of the whole Houle, the follow ing information was given on the tirum:!, ■ 
of the Eaft India Company in the different ptefidcncics. 

It appeared that the revenue of Bombay fell lhort of its neccffary civil and military inveft- 
nicnts 200,cool, annually, which were always drawn from Bengal.— As to the revenue of Ma¬ 
dras prcfidcncy, it appeared that, upon an average of twelve years, from the year 1767, to the 
clofe of the year 1779 , there had been eight'years of peace, and four years of war; and during 
the war, the revenue did not reach to the amount of the civil and military inveftments ; though, 
in time of peace, there was an excels of revenue amounting to nearly one half as much as the 
expence. Though Bengal, of all the poffetfions in India is the moll feitile and pioduftivc, 
yet fuch had been the expences of tlic Mahratta war, that the governor-gemnat had been ob¬ 
liged to contract fo large a debt, as to make it doubtful whether the inveltineiits fur England 
would be wholly or partially J'ufpended. On the ground of the reports brought up from the 
fecrct committee, their chairman, on the 28th of May, moved 111 refolutions: thefts were 
divided into claffes, each of which con tilled of three dill in £1 heads.—The two fir ft, of a public 
and general nature ; the third, of prrfonal culpability. 

On the 15th of April, both houfes of Parliament received the following nuffager—" ills 
Majeily, taking into confidcration the fupplies which have been given with fo much liberality, 
and fupported with fuch uncommon firmncfs and fortitude by his people, in the prefent cx- 
tenfive war, recommends to his faithful Commons, the confidcration of an cffeftual plan ot 
(economy through all the branches of the public expenditure; towards which important ob- 
jeft, his Majeily lias taken into his aftual confidcration a form and regulation in his civil 
etlablifJuTient, which he will fhortly caufe to be laid before this Houle, defiling their affiilance 
towards carrying the fame more fully into execution. His Majeily has no referves with his 
people ; on wliofc affeftions he refts with a fure reliance, as the heft lupport ot the true honour 
and dignity of his crown and government: and as they have hitherto been his heft retourcc 
upon every emergency, fo lie regards them as the moft folid and liable fecurity for an honour¬ 
able provifion for his perfoii and family.”—This meflage was followed hy the addreffes nfual 
on fuch an occafion ; and, at a fucceeding period, a bill was brought into Parliament lor en„ 
VomlV. 3 1 ' »'■' 
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1782 aiding Iiis Majefty to difcharge the debt on the civil lift: revenues, and for preventing the fans*' 
from being in arrear for the future, by regulating the mode of payments out of the faid reve¬ 
nues, and by fupprefling or regulating certain offices therein mentioned. It was propofed by 
this new bill, that the board of trade, the office of third fecrctary of ftate, with fcveral other 
offices, fee. lliould be abolifhed ; by which various favings would be made, to the amount of 
about 72 , 3681 . per annum. 

During the couric of this feflion, a bill was palled for difqualifying revenue officers from 
voting at elc&ions. A bill alfo for excluding contractors from being members of the Houfe 
of Commons, which had been attempted in two former feffions, without fuccefs, now palled 
both Houfes, and received the royal aifent. 

On the 11 th of July Parliament was prorogued :-»-An ardent defire of peace, but a deter¬ 
mination not to fubmit to any pacification but on fair and honourable terms, form the fub- 
ftance of his Majefty’s fpeech on the occafion. 

While the deftiny of the North American portion of the British empire feemed to approach 
to a final dccifion in the weft, the fate of its immenfe and valuable polfdfions in the eaft hung 
in fufpenfe.—The fuccefles obtained over Hyder Ally and his French and Dutch allies were 
great; but the resources of that Indian Prince, fupporced by His uncommon abilities, and the 
afliftance he was to derive from thefe two confederate powers, were matters of lerious confide- 
ration to Great Britain : for though our affairs in that quarter, at the moment we are def- 
cribing, had affumed a more favourable afpe&, their fituation ftiil continued alarming and 
critical. It was itnpofftble to forget to what extremities the Britifh power had been lately re¬ 
duced in that part of its dominion, and with what difficulty and good fortune it had emerged 
from them ; not only contrary to the expectation of its enemies, but, in a great degree, be¬ 
yond the hopes of its warmeft friends. It was natural to fuppofe that France would ftraia 
every nerve to effefluatc its ruin; and it was well known that a powerful F rench fquadrou 
was now in the Indian Teas, prepared to co-opcrate with the naval ftrength of Holland for 
that purpofe, while Hyder Ally renewed liis attacks by land. 

In the mean time, the preceding campaign had terminated greatly to the advantage of the 
* Englifh.—Exclufive of the victories obtained over Hyder Ally in the field, they had concluded 
by the capture of Negapatnam, the principal fettlement of the Dutch on the coaft ot Coroman¬ 
del, which was taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Monro, after a fiege of three weeks. 
The lofs of this place was the fevereil blow the Dutch could poflibly have received in that 
quarter; and, befides the intrinfic detriment done to their intcreft, had damped their expecta¬ 
tions of fuccefs, and checked their ardour for enterprise. 

While they were under the difeouraging impreffions arifing from fuch a fevere and unex¬ 
pected lofs, Sir Edward Hughes determined to attempt the execution of a plan he had projefb d 
again ft Trincomak, in the iffand of Ceylon, one of the moft important pofleffions of Hol¬ 
land in the Indian ocean. 

This fettlement is fituated on the northern coaft of that iffand, verging to the e$ft lying on 
a fpacious and fccure bay, which, with feveral others adjoining to it, forms tire moft capacious 
lea-port in all India, The fpiccs it produces, cfpccially cinnamon, render it, in point of 
value, one of the ricbeft acquifitions that ever fell into the poffeftion of the Dutch nation. 

1 heft- were fufficient motives to induce the Britifh admiral ro proceed, with all convenient 
expedition, againft a place, the reduftion of which would be attended with fo many and lucti 
manifeft advantages. As foon, therefore, as he had weathered out the monfoon, which fet in 
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i;8i immediately after the furrendcr of Negapatnam, he fet fail for Trincomale, where he arrived in 
the very beginning of January in this year. 

Having taken pofteffion of the principal bay, he landed a detachment of feamcn, marines, ?<c. 
who loon mattered the fort called 1 l incotnale, an objcfl of great importance, as it commanded 
the chief landing place, and afforded the means of fetting alhore whatever might be requifite 
for the attack ot fort Oltenburgh, the ilrongcft place on the ifland, and by the capture of which 
the fettlcment would be completely reduced. A detachment of Tailors and marines having 
taken poffcffion of a hill which commanded this fort. Sir Edward Hughes lent a fummons of 
furrender to the Dutch governor; who returned for anfwer, that he was bound in duty and 
honour to defend the fort to the lafl otremity. 

1 he Britilh admiral, after fever.a! fubfequent endeavours to prevent an attack by fiorm, was 
forced, at length, on the tith o. January, to employ that violent mode of conrjucfl ; which, 
however, he tempered with his known humanity, as the viftors gave quarter the momwt the. 
vanquifhed demanded it. 'i’he ucquifitions made on this occasion, were two Indiamen lichly 
laden, beftdes a number of fraalh-r trading vefibh. The furl it fell' was v.vll provided with 
artillery, and contained a large quantity of ammunition and military ft ores. The prifoiuu 
amounted to about 4C0 European., of dlfieiem denominations. 

The capture of Trincomalc was the fecund very f.-vc.e blow given to the Dutch in the Lafl 
Indies by Sir Edward Hughes.—It was heavily felf in Holland ; where, on receiving intelli¬ 
gence of this lots, the clamours agsinfl. the war with f /rear. Britain were renewed with aug¬ 
mented violence. The complaint urged on this occahon with the g reate A vehemence wav, 
that hy embracing the caule of Fiance, Holland not only futlained very heavy lodes, hut had 
inclined tin-greateft mistortunc that could befal an independent Hate; it was now forced to 
look up to France for protection, and had thereby Surfeited its confcqucncc in Em ope,— dii'oo- 
veied its internal weakncls,—ami now lay at the mercy not only of tlic enemy it had made by 
its fuhmiftion to the French couir, but even at the mercy of the court of France itfelf. 

In the meantime, M. Dc Sufficin, the French admiral, was making the utinoft expedition 
to the coal! of Coromandel, and on the 13th of February he appeared oil Madras, with twelve 
flaps of the tine, including the Hannibal of 50 guns, which he had lately taken, fix ftrong 
f rigates, eight large tranfports, full of troops, and fix Britiffi prizes. The l-Vnch admiral 
found Sir Edward Hughes in Madras road, whither he had repaired foon after the rcJuftion 
of Trincomale, to take in llores aud provifions, and put his lick on fhore. The Englifh fleet 
confiiled of nine fail of the line. On the 18th, after Sir Edward Hughes had retaken five of 
the IJritifh prizes, and a French tranfport of 1500 tons, laden with a minacious train ot 
field artillery, and a prodigious quantity of military {lores, befides near 300 regular troops, lie 
came to an engagement with the French feet; which, after being compiled with great courage 
on both Tides, terminated with the clofe of the clay. The next morning, the F reach being 
no longer virfible, the Englifh admiral proceeded to Trincomale, to refit. 

On the 8th of April, thefe two brave officers came to a fccorui engagement off the bland of 
Ceylon, which was continued with equal vigour till late in the evening, without any decided 
advantage ®n cither fide. As, fincc the lafl conteft, the enemy’s fleet had been reinforced by 
two fliips of the line, in addition to their former fuperiority, to make an effectual Hand aga'mil: 
fuch a difproportionatc ftrcngrh, was more honourable, in many calcs, than decilive viflory. 

While the Britilh fquadron was oppofmg, with To much vigour and efficacy, the defigns of 
M. Dc Suffrein on the coait of Coromandel, Hvder Ally formed a complete blockade of the 
Englifh lcttlcmcnt of Telliclierry, on the coail of Malabar, in Older to reduce it by famine. 
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I'Sj But carlv in the morning of ihe 8th of January, Major Abingdon made a bold, fpirited, and' 
unexpected attack upon the befiegers, in their own works, and drove them to their camp : this 
was aflaultcd alio with equal fuccefs ; 1500 prifotvers taken,—400 flain on the fpot, and a large 
quantity of provifions, artillery, ammunition, and military ftores, with a confidcrabic fum of 
money, fell into the hands of the viCtors. This fuccefs gave the Englifh entire pofleffion of 
all the territory adjacent to Tellicherry, and opened a communication with the Britifh ports 
in the neighbourhood. It alfo, which was a very important circumftance, led to an entrance 
iuto the principal countries under the dominion of Hyder Ally. 

But the fuccefs of the Britifh arms in this quarter, was fhortly retaliated, in a very fcvcrc 
manner, on the banks of the Coleroon, a river that bounds the diftridt of Tanjour to the 
north. A detachment of 2000 infantry, and about 300 cavalry, from Sir Eyre Coote’s army. 
Jay encamped on its banks, for the protection of the Company’s poffeffions to the fouth of 
Madras. This fmall army, which was commanded by a Colonel Braithwaite, an officer of 
known bravery and experience, was attacked on die i6tli of February in this year, by Tippoo 
Saib, with an army of 20,000 men, (the flower of his father’s army) a proportionate ttain of 
artillery, and about 400 French troops, commanded by Monfieur Lally. After three days 
brave and glorious refiftance,—furrounded with enemies,—and attacked, on the third, by the 
referved corps of French troops, they were obliged to yield ; gaining more reputation by their 
defence, than the conquerors acquired*by their victory. 

This unfortunate event on the banks of the Coleroon, revived, in fome degree, the courage 
and hopes of Hyder Ally. He alfo received an additional motive of encouragement from the 
fuccefs which his forces obtained, in conjunction with the European troops that came from 
the iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius, under the command of M. Duchemiu. They inverted 
Cuddalore, a place of fufficient ftrength, and great importance; which being unprovided for 
any length of defence, furrendered on capitulation on the 8th of April ; in the fame manner 
they befieged and took Permacoil; after which, being joined by Hyder Ally, at the head of a 
numerous army, their views were dire&ed to a joint attack upon Vandiwafh, a place of the 
greateft confequence to the Englifh at the prefent crifis. 

The dangerous fituation of our affairs in India, had, for a confidcrabic time, cxercifed the 
attention of the fupreme feat of government at Bengal. The principal objcCt, among the va¬ 
rious difficulties in which they were involved, was to bring about a feparate accommodation 
with the Mahrattas; the gaining of which point, would enable them to direCt their whole 
ftrength and efforts againft Hyder Ally ; whom they confidered, if not a more potent, at icart 
a more implacable enemy. 

An opening to a general pacification with the Mahrattas had already been made by a treaty 
previourty concluded with Madajee Scindia, one of the moft confiderable chiefs of that nation. 
Through his mediation, terms of reconciliation were at length fettled between the refidue of 
his countrymen and the Englifh, which were very favourable to the latter. Among other 
particulars, the former engaged themfelves to oblige Hyder Ally to rcftorc to the Englifh and 
their allies all the places he had taken from them, &c. &c. But the moft important article of 
this treaty was that by which the Mahrattas agreed to permit no other European nation to fet¬ 
tle faftories in any part of their dependencies. As a compenfation for this conceflion, the 
Englifh were bound, on the other hand, to afford no afliftancc or countenance whatfoever to 
any Indian ftatc or nation at enmity with the Mahrattas, &c, 
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1782 This negotiation, which was extremely beneficial to the Englifh, and eftablifhed their power 
and intereft in India upon the moft fccurc and permanent foundation, was indebted, in a very 
great degree, for its fuccefs, to the talents and aftivity exerted upon this critical cccafion by 
Mr. Anderfon, who was deputed by the governor and council of Bengal. It was figned by 
both parties on the 17th of May, 1782, and confirmed at Calcutta on the third of th efaliow- 
ing month. * 

The conclufion of this treaty was a fevere blow to Hydcr Ally. He now beheld his formid¬ 
able enemy freed from that powerful diverfion, which the war with the Mahrattas had occa- 
fioncd in his favour: but this was not all;—the very people whofc alliance had been effica¬ 
cious in the profecution of his prefent plan, were now become his enemies, and engaged to 
co-operate againft him in defeating i;. His dependence on the promifed aid of the Ficnch, 
had proved to be, in a great menfure, ill-founded. He was fufficiently fagacious and well in¬ 
formed to perceive, that they could not effeftually fupport him but by gaining a decided fupe- 
liority at fea ; which, with a far fuperior force, they had not yet been able to obtain : fo that, 
notwith(landing the fucceffics of his fon, Tippoo Saib, he appeared very unwilling to hazard a. 
genera! aftion with the Englilb. 

Upon Hvder Ally’s moving towards Vandiwafh, Sir Eyre Coote marched immediately to 
proteft it. The Eafiern Prince avoided that engagement which the Britifh General fo eagerly 
courted. At length, however, by a well-concerted movement of the latter, Hyder Ally was 
forced to rifk what he feemed fo much to fear, and, orfthe fecond of June, a very dec Hive ac¬ 
tion took place between the two armies; when a complete viftory was obtained by the Britifiv 
troops:—the enemy were entirely routed and put to flight. But the want of cavalry prevented 
Sir Eyre Coote from purfiiing his advantages. From the difficulty of fubfifting, the neccffity 
of providing for the fick and wounded, together with the cxceffive heat of the fcafon. Sir Eyre 
Coote moved nearer to Madras, where the increafing ill ftate of his health obliged that able 
officer to rthiKjuilh the command of the Britifh forces to General Stuart. 

On the 5th of July, another aft ion took place off Negapatnam, between SirEdward Hughes 
and M. de Suffrein, in which the former had the advantage,—and had not an unexpefted alter¬ 
ation of wind interpofed, the Englilh would have gained a moft complete viftory. 

After this engagement, the French Admiral withdrew to Cuddalore to refit, and availing 
himl'clf of fome confiderabie reinforcements both of (hips and troops, he put to fea in the be¬ 
ginning of Auguft in order to make an attempt upon Trincomale. On being informed of his 
tlefign, the Englifh Admiral failed immediately to the relief of that place; but, on his arrival 
off Trincomale, on the fccond of September, he found that it had, two days before, furrcu- 
dered to the French arms. On the next day, another engagement took place between the two 
fleets, wherein the Englifh fuilained their former charafter, They refilled and beat off the 
encmv, whole force was now encrcafcd to 15 fhips of the line, and forced them to the flicker 
of Trincomale Bay. Sir Edward Hughes was obliged to bear away to Madras to refit, from 
whence the bad weather, on the fitting in of the roonfoon, compelled him to repair to Bom¬ 
bay ; but his paflagc to that fcttlement was accompanied with fuch a continuance of boiflerous 
weather, as to prevent his arrival there till towards the clofc of the prefent year. In the mean 
time, Sir Richard Bickerton, with a fquadron of five fhips of the line, was arrived at Bombay. 
Thus ended the naval campaign in the Eaft Indies; and with fome advantages gained over 
Tippoo Saib bv the Britifh troops on the Malabar coafl, under the command of Colonel 
Maclcod, the military campaign of 1782 concluded, in the fame quarter of the globe. 


We 
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178?. We rmift now return to other important objefts, which folicit our attention, in our own 
licmifphere. 

The fit ges of Gibraltar and Minorca were flill-carried on by the united forces of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, with the utmoft fpirit and aftivity, and both places were defended with unabated 
firnnicfs and obftinacy by their refpeftive garrifons. The courts of Verlaillcs and Madrid, 
however they might confider the redu&ion of Gibraltar as a matter of doubt, they entertained 
not theleaft idea but that Minorca would be very fhortlv reduced, in order to juftify the ex¬ 
pectation of both the French and Spanifh nations, every poftible tneafurc was taken to give 
iuccefs to this enterprize. The army that befieged the place was little Ihort of 20,000 men, 
and confifted of chofcn troops. The battering train amounted to 120 cannon, and 40 mortars 
of the largeft dimenfions. The molt expert engineers in France conducted the attacks, and 
one of their bell and braveft Generals commanded their army. The garrifon, on the other 
hand, amounted to no more than 2,700 men, and 500of tlrcfe had been drafted from the corps 
-of invalids in England. The ftrength of the works they had to defend was of a very fuperior 
nature; but they were fo fpacious, and in fuch numbers, as to demand twice the garrifon 
■which now did duty within them. The befieged, however, did all that could be effcflcd by 
ikill, courage, and refolution; but the fuperiority with which they had to contend, both in 
refpefl of numbers and artillery, was £0 great as to put their utmoft fortitude to the trial. But 
this was not all, for while the French and Spanifh army attacked them fiom without, a far 
more dreadful and dangerous enen% had taken ppfleflion of the place within, and committed 
fuch ravages among the befieged, as were far more deftru£live than thofe they fuffered from the 
exertions of the enemy. The communication with the country being entirely cut off, no Tup- 
plies of vegetables could be conveyed to the garrifon* who were confequcntly reduced to the 
neccfiity of fubfifting on fait provifions. This, added to other circumftanccs, brought on the 
feuryy, which increafed, in a fhort time, to fuch a deplorable degree, as to baffle all endea¬ 
vours to fupprefs or even alleviate its horrid effedts. In fhort, after fuftaining with unex¬ 
ampled perfeverance the miferies of their fituation, tire garrifon was, in tlic beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary in this year, fo enfeebled, that the number of men able to do duty amounted to no 
more than 660, which was not a great deal more than wa3 required by the necefiary guards. 

In this extremity, the governor, General Murray, propofed terms of capitulation, and the 
jrnoft honourable were granted to him and his brave garrifon, by a generous and admiring 
enemy. On the fifth of February, the fortrefs of St. Phillip, after a fiegc of fix mouths, was 
■delivered up to thecombined forces of France and Spain. 

Thus did the ifiand of Minorca return to the dominion of Spain, after it had bcui (except 
daring a fhort period of the laft war, when it was taken by the French,) in the poflcfiion ot 
Great Britain fincc the year 1708, when it was taken by Sir John Leake and General, after¬ 
wards Earl, Stanhope, and had, together with Gibraltar, been confidercd as one of the nobleft 
trophies, and moft valuable acquifitions to Great Britain, during the triumphant reign of 
Queen Anne. * 

The lofs of Minorca was accompanied by events which gave a very unpropitious appearance? 
to tiie commencement of the prefent year. In the preceding N ovember, the ifiand* of St. f'-u- 
flatius, St. Martin’s, and Saba, were furprized and taken by the French,—and, on the third 
of February, 1782, the fettlements oFDcmcrary and IfTcquibo, on the coaft of Guiana, were 
retaken by the fame power. 

But 
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But thefe fuccefles, though very mortifying to the Britilh nation, were fhottly folbwed by 
an attempt of much greater importance. The aid and valuable ifland of St. Chriftopher, was 
doomed to be the next branch that was to be lopped off from the Britilh empire. On the 11 th 
of January, in tills year, the Marquis de Bouille landed 8,000 men on the ifland, which was 
hy no means in a condition to make a vigorous defence, the garrifon confifting of no more 
than 600 effeifive regular troops. The only place of ftrength in the ifland was Brimftone- 
hiJI, fituated on the fhore, near the town of Sandy Point, which it overlooks and commands. 
Though there were fome fortifications on the fummit of the hill, its natural ftrength was its 
bell fecurity, being of great height, and of fo difficult accefs, as to render an afeent almoft im¬ 
practicable againft a very moderate force to defend it. 

On the landing of the French army, which, from the greatnefs of its force, could not be 
prevented, General Frafcr, the Britilh commanding officer, retired to Brimftonc-hill. The 
whole of his ftrength, befides the regulars above-mentioned, did not exceed 400 militia, which 
had been brought to his affiftancc by Governor Shirley ; and twice the number that compoled 
the gairifon was fcarcely adequate to a proper defence. 

Admiral Hood did every thing that capacity and courage could effeft to give ellentia! relief 
to the ifland, but in vain ; while the defenders of it excrcifcd the utmoft pcrfcverance and for¬ 
titude in their endeavours to preferve it. During^three weeks, the fire of the enemy was in- 
ceffimt, till all tine confirufltons of every kind upon the hill were deftroyed, and the garrifon 
deprived of all ft) cl ter. In this ftate of extremity, after afiege of live weeks, it was thought 
neceftary to capitulate. The garrifon were allowed the honours of war, and the inhabitants 
were fecured in the pofieffion of their eftates and property, &c. The reduction of this ifland 
took place on the 13th of February, in the prelent year. The iflands of Nevis and Montlcr- 
rnt fhared the ill-fortune of St. Chriftophers, fo that of all our former numerous pofleflions 
in the Weft Indies, Jamaica, Batbadocs and Antigua, now alone remained. 

On the 19th of the fame mouth, Sir George Rodney arrived at Barbadocs with fifteen capital 
Blips, where he formed a junction with Sir Samuel Hood, and took upon him the command 
of the fleet, which now coaiiftcd of 37 fliips of the line. The lirft obje£t with the Englilh 
Admiral, was to intercept a convoy from Breft, which was conveying naval ftorcs, artillery, 
ammunition, and other 1 applies to the Count de Grade; which, after all, efcapcd die well- 
concerted plan to intercept it, and arrived fafe at Martinico. 

lu confcquence of this difappointment, Sir George Rodney repaired to St. Lucia, where he 
took in provifions for live or Gx months, with a determination to follow the French fleet, the 
moment it failed from Martinico, wherever it Ihould diredt its courle. The defign of the 
French Admiral, was to proceed with all diligence to Hifpauiola, where Don Solano was 
waiting for him, with lixteen fliips of the line and a numerous body of land forces. Thefe, 
added to the French fleet and troops, were to have formed a joint attack upon the ifland of 
Jamaica. The great importance of preventing this junction, and of forcing M. de Grade to 
an engagement before it took place, was a moll important ob i eft with the British Admiral; 
■for till this defign was effected, the iflands yet belonging to Great Britain could not be eon- 
ftdered as in a ftate of fecurity. 

To the great fatisfaflion of the Britilh commanders, they were informed, early in the 
morning of the 8th of April, by the lignals made from the frigates of obfervation, that the 
French fleet was getting under way and fleering to leeward. Sir George Rodney ilooti imme¬ 
diately after the enemy, and came up with them off Dominica towards the evening. Various 

manoeuvres 
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17S2 manoeuvres were exercifed by both fleets during the three following days, and a partial engage., 
ment took place between them. Towards the evening of the eleventh, fome of the licadmoft 
lhips of the Britifh fleet approached fo near to one of the enemy, which had Buffered conlkler- 
ably in the late aflion, that it rauft have been inevitably captured, had not M. dc GrafiTe bore 
down with his whole fleet, for its prefervation. The movement he made for this purpofe 
brought him fo near the Britifh fleet, that the Englifh Admiral conceived immediate hopes of 
being able to force him to aftion the next day. With this expectation, he made fuel) difpo- 
fitions during the night, that it was evident at break of day, it was no longer in the enemy’s 
power to avoid an engagement. 

Not a moment was loll in preparing to engage tire enemy. The fignal for a clofe line of 
battle was thrown out, and obeyed with univerfal readinefs by every fliip in the fleet. The 
aflion was commenced about feven in the morning by Admiral Drake’s divifion. Our fhips, 
as they came up, ranged flowly and clofely along the enemy’s line, when they gave and re¬ 
ceived a moil tremendous fire. They were fo near, that every (hot took place, and the French 
Blips being crouded with troops, the carnage in them was prodigious. Some idea may be 
formed of the havoc that was made, from the Formidable, Sir George Rodney’s fliip, firing 
near fourfeore broadfidcs. The engagement had continued with great refutation on both fides 
fill about noon, when the Britifh Adjniral perceiving an opportunity of breaking the enemy’s 
line of battle, refolved to improve it to the utmoft of his power. He accordingly bore down 
upon the enemy’s center with impetuous bravery, being feconded by three fliips, and fucccis- 
fully broke through it. He was followed by the remainder of his divifion, and wearing round 
clofe upon the enemy, effectually feparated their line, and threw them into inextricable con- 
fufion. This bold and unexpefted motion decided the fortune of the day. The French, 
however, continued ftill to fight with the utmoft bravery, and the battle lafted till funfet, 
which, in thofe latitudes, is almoft fuccceded by darknefs. 

Since the famous battle of La Hogue, in the year 1692, the French had not fuftained tacii 
a complete and ruinous defeat as on this memorable day. Their fleet was almoft ruined, and 
their lofs of men amounted to an abfotate carnage. The number of thofe who were actually 
flain in this engagement, was computed at 3,000, and the wounded at near twice that number, 
The whole lofs of killed and wounded in the Britifli fleet did not exceed 1,10O. 

The lofs of flapping on the part of the enemy amounted to five taken, viz. one of 1 to, three 
of 74, and one of 64guns: another of their line was funk in the engagement. But the fliip, the 
lofs of which affefled the French with more than common concern, was the Ville de Paris. She 
had been a prefent from the city of Paris to Louis XV. and is faid to have coft 176,000!. fterling, 
fhe carried 1 to guns, and had on board, at her departure from Martinico, 1,300 men, includ¬ 
ing marines and land troops. Thirty-fix chefts of money, deftined for the pay and fubfiftcncc 
of the troops in the propofcd invafion of Jamaica, were found in this fliip. It was a lingular 
inftance of good fortune, that the whole train of artillery, with the battering cannon and tra¬ 
velling carriages, intended for the attack on Jamaica, happened to be on board the fliips which 
were now taken. 

The flying enemy were clofely purfued by Commodore Affleck and the fliips in company 
with him : lie kept up a vigorous fire upon them, and continued the chaee till night. On the 
morning of the next day they were no longer to be feen. As foon as it was light Admiral 
Rodney prepared for an immediate puduit, but was prevented by a calm, which Jafled three 
days. When it was afeertained that the enemy had failed to leeward, Sir Admiral Hoods 

divifion 
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1*82 diviflon was difpatchcd in fsarch of them ; and on the next day after !ea\ ing tlie. fleet, he dif- 
covered five oi tlie enemy’s fliips making towards the Mona Railage, between the cad cud of 
l lilpaniola and the iHand oi Porto K ito. After a thort engagement, two fliips of 64 gun:; and 
two frigates ilruck to the Britiih flag. Sir Samuel Hood joined the fleet oif Cape Tiheroon, 
and Sir George Rodney proceeded with the ditunlcd fliips and the prizes to Jamaica, as well, 
for the purpofe of refitting, as for tlie grc&tcr prefervation of the ifland, if the combined enemy 
fliould dill venture to make any attempt towards the profecution of their former defign. 

In this manner were frudiatcd the defigns of France and Spain in this part of the world : the 
fil'd were now deprived of aimed all the means they had prepared for the execution of them. 
Befides the lol’s of eight of their capital drips, and the fluttered condition ol many of the reft, 
they had loft, the whole train of artillery belonging to their troops, and the military cheft for 
the payment of them : fo that, had they been inclined to perfift in the purfuit of their under¬ 
takings, they mud, in a great mcafurc, have depended on the rcfources of their Spanifh allies: 
but the latter was fo affected by the late difader, that they did not feem in the lead difpofed to 
exert any vigour towards a reparation of it. They fhortly after returned to the Havannah, 
puituing no other mcafurcs, for the prefont, but fuch as were requifite for their own fafety. 

This great and giotious naval viftory not only fccurcd our remaining pofleffions in the Wed 
Indies, but may be faid to have clofed the war in that part of the globe. It was dill of greater 
importance in its general cffeifts, from the fuddcn*and uncxpc&cd change it produced in our 
fituation,—fiotn the high reputation which fuch an extraordinary and fuccefsful exertion af¬ 
forded, and by the additional weight it gave us as a nation, whether for the further profecution 
* of the war or the accomp'iihment of peace. 

North America afforded no military tranfaftion of any confequence during this period.—. 
The op polite armies at New York and its neighbourhood, were fo nearly balanced with refpect 
to force, and to the drengtli of their refpe&ive pods and defences, that little or no opportunity 
offered for enterprise on either fide. This ftatc of inaflivity was happily confirmed by the re- 
folutiotis of the Britifh Parliament againd the American war. 

The Emprefs of Ruffa having offered her mediation in order to rcdorc peace between Great 
Britain and Holland, Mr. Fox, then Secretary of State, wrote a letter to Monfieur Simolm, 
the Ruffian minidcr in London, dated March 29, informing him, that his Mrjefty was ready 
to enter into a negociation, for the purpofe of fettingon foot a treaty of peace, on the terms 
and conditions of that which was agreed to in 1674, between his Majedy and the republic of 
Holland ; and that in order to facilitate fuch a treaty, he was willing to give immediate orders 
for a fufpcnlion of hodilitics, if the States General were difpofed to agree to that meafure. In 
another letter, dated May 4, in anfwer to one he had received from the Rutlian minidrr. Mr. 
SccKtary Fox took notice of the late change in his Majcllv’s councils, and obferved, that his 
Majedy was willing to allow to the Dutch the entire liberty of navigation, according fo the 
treaty of 1674, between Great Britain and the Republic ; a treaty, by which the principles of 
the armed neutrality were edablilhed, in their wided extern, to all the contraftmg parties; 
and that his Majedy would accept, as the bafis of a feparate peace between him and the States 
General, a free navigation, according to the principles demanded by her Imperial Majedy, in 
her declaration of the 28th of February, 1780. 

It would have been highly advantageous to Great Britain, at this time, to have made a fepa¬ 
rate peace with Holland, or even to obtain a ccffition of hodilitics with that power, as a pre¬ 
liminary flep towards a pacification; but tlie Vtench and American influence prevailed too 
Yol. IV, 3 G math 
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1782 much in the councils of the United States, to expeft any thing Id Is than a refufal to acquiefcc 
in the terms proposed by the mediation of her Imperial Majeily. Even while this negotiation 
was agitating, Mr. Adams was received by their High Mightindics in quality of Mari tier Ple¬ 
nipotentiary of the United States of North America. 

The Dutch, who teem to have I'ccn deftined to fuffer in every part of their dominions for 
the ill-judged, and what may he called unnatural, part which they took in this war, were, 
about the fame time, deprived of moll of their fcttlcments on the coaft of Africa, by Captain 
Shirley, in the Lcander of 50 guns; who, without any land forces, and with the afliltance 
only of the Alligator (loop of war, took Acra, with four other Dutch forts, mounting alto¬ 
gether 124 pieces ofcannon ; and to complete their ruin on that coaft, Lieutenant Cartwright, 
of the Aigo frigate, having landed with a detachment of feamcn, to fupport fomc land forces 
which were under the diroftion of the African Company, had a principal fharc in taking die 
ftrong and well garrifoned Dutch fort of Commenda. 

On the other hand, M. dc Yaudrcuil, fome time before his departure, with the remainder 
of the beaten fleet, from Cape Francois to North America, conceited an expedition, merely 
pra:datory, again!! the remote polTcflions and property of the Hud Ion’s Day Company. M. de 
la Peroufc was appointed to command a fmall iquadron properly equipped for this purpofe.— 
He failed from Cape Francois on the 31ft of May, and did not arrive at the iflands of Refolu- 
tion, which maik the entrance of Hudson’s Straits, till the 27th of July. After encountering 
the known difficulties and dangers of the voyage, they arrived on the 8th within fight of Fort 
Prince of Wales, upon the Churchill river. The Company pofiefs fix of thole building;, 
which are called Forts, in Iludfou’s Bay, being in reality fa&ories, crcfted at the mouths of 
the principal rivers; the buildings are ncceflarily flrong, as well to guard againft the climate 
as againft other dangers, and arc furnilhed with artillery to command rtfpefl from the dilFcrcnt 
nations of the favages, who come from the remoteft parts to difpofe of their furs and pcltiy; 
but they had not a Angle foldier in all thefe forts ; and the whole number of ftorckeepcrs, 
clerks, and fervants of every denomination, which the Company maintain at fo many Rations, 
does not exceed 120 perfons. The enemy, therefore, landed without oppofition, and deftroyed 
the Settlements, forts, merchandize, Ac. lathe amount of about 500,000’. fterling. Having 
committed this commercial tnifehief, the French commanders, in the beginning of September, 
fet fail for Europe. Some lucceflcs on the Mufquito Shore, were all that Great Britain had 
to counterbalance this lofs in the northern extremity of America' The Spaniards had taken 
pofielflon of lomc places in the Bay of Honduras and on the Mufquito fit ore, and had made 
repeated attempts upon the Englilh logwood cutters and fettlers there; but the baymen, a It; ft - 
ed by the negroes, retook fomc of them with great valour. A little army was formed, in con- 
junflion w ith the Indians in thofc parts, whofe enmity to the Spaniards has been hereditary 
ever fince the difeovery of America, commanded by Colonel Defpard, who attacked and car¬ 
ried the polls on tire Black River, where they made about 800 of the Spanilh troops prifoners 
of war. 

In the beginning of May, the Bahama Iflands were invefted by Don Juan Manuel de Cagi- 
gal, Governor of the Havannah, with three frigates and fixty fail of tranfports, on board oi 
which were 2, 500 troops: as thefe iflands were incapable of making any material defence, they 
•were furrendered by capitulation on the 8th of that month. 

The flegc of Gibraltar ftil! continued to be carried on with unabated vigour. It had now 
Lifted three years, and all Europe was in fufpence as to the manner in which it would be con¬ 
cluded. 
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1782 eluded. The defence it had made, and continued to make, excited univerfal admiration, and 
began to leiTen the fanguinc expectations which the befiegers had entertained of their fuccefs 
againfl.it. At length, however, a projedt was propofed by the Chevalier d’Arcon, a French, 
engineer of diftindtiou, which gave fome promife of reducing this important fortrefs. The 
plan of this officer was, to form floating lotteries of fuels a conftrudtion, as might neither be 
liable to be funk or let on fire; and though they did not finally lucceed, were admirably adapt¬ 
ed to their deftrudlivc purpofes. They were tea in number, and made out of the hulks of 
large vcfTcls of 1,400 to i,6ootons burthen, cut down for that purpofe ; their guns, which 
amounted to 212, were brafs 26 pounders, and entirely new. They were to be feconded by 
a great number of large boats mounted with guns and mortars of heavy metal, befides a large 
fleet of frigates and fltips of force,- wall fome hundteds of finall craft, which were to accom¬ 
pany them with troops, for the inftant execution of whatever might occur as necefTary to be 
performed. 

To the army already encamped before the place, a body of 12,000 choke troops from France 
was now added. The corps of engineers was the belt that France and Spain could furuifn ; — 
Princes of the blood of France, and perfons of the fir ft families and mold diftinguiflied name 
in both kingdoms, appeared as volunteers to aid the (lupendous attack that was now preparing. 

The 13th of September was the day deflincd to docide the fate of Gibraltar. Early in the 
morning the floating batteries came forward, and about ten were, anchored in a line at about 
1,coo yards from the flioic. As foon as they were .properly arranged they began an heavy- 
cannonade, and were feconded by all the cannon and mortars in the enemies lines and ap¬ 
proaches. At the fame infiant the garrifon opened all its batteries, both with hot and cold 
ihot from tire guns, and fhells from the howitzers and mortars. This terrible fire continued, 
without intermiffion on cither fide, till noon, when the befieged began to peiccive their fupe¬ 
ril >rit_v. About two o’clock in the afternoon, the principal of the floating batteties appeared to 
be on fisc, and before that time on the l'ucceeding morning the whole of them were ;n flames, 
anil foon conl’umcd. 

The lols fufiained by the enemy, though indtiftrioufly concealed, muft have been very 
great, while the detriment received by the garrifon, in the lb various attempts ol the enemy, 
was very inconfidcrable indeed. It was now evident, that the fortrcls of Gibraltar was im¬ 
pregnable when defended by lliitilh foldiers. Gcncial Elliot, by his iupct.ov conduS, added 
another leaf to the wreath of licitifU glory. 

Still, however, another difficulty remained to be overcome, before Gibraltar could he con¬ 
fide red as in a ftateof fccurity. Notwithftanding the failure of their late attempt, the enemy 
were not without hope, that, from the want of ammunition and provilions, the ganif'.m would 
at length be compelled to furremler. But they wete deflincd to meet with nothing Inst diiap- 
pointment in the fiege of this fortrefs : for fuch diligence was exerted at home, that Lord Howe 
was enabled to let fail from Portfmouth about the middle of September, with 34 drips ot the 
line, fee. for the relief of Gibraltar. This grand object he fuccelsGdy effected on tb.e eStli of 
Oftoher, in the very teeth of the combined fleets, which.amoutued to 4(1 line ot battle iliips. 
On the 20th, a partial adfion took place at the Straits mouth between the two fleets,—when, 
the enemy avoiding the opportunity they had of coming to a general engagement, and the Bii- 
iilh Admiral having fucceeded in throwing the mxefiary iuccours into Gibraltar, which was 
the grand objeft of his enterprtze, icturncd to England, and received, as he well deferred, tire 
tlianks of both Houles of Parliament for the important itrvice of that expedition. 

3 G * 


The 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DIDUCTION 


420 
a. t'. 

! 78:: The following treaty of amity and commerce was concludcd’in the beginning of Oftober, 
in this year, between the courts of Peterfburg and Copenhagen. 

“ Article!. There (hall fublift between her Imperial Majefly of all the Ruflias, her heirs 
and fuccefibrs to the throne, of the one part, and his MajeRy the King of Denmark, his heirs 
and fuccefiors to the throne, of the other part, as alfo between their Rates, kingdoms, pro¬ 
vinces, cities, and fubjefls, to perpetuity, a lading peace, familiarity and good underflanding; 
and in virtue of this concord, as well the laid two powers as their fubjefls, without exception, 
fhati afford mutually, on all occafions, and particularly that which concerns commerce and 
navigation, all the aid and afiiftance poffiblc in difplaying for this purpoie all the zeal of friends 
and good neighbours, and without ever hazarding any thing that can turn to the prejudice or 
detriment of either of the parties. 

“ II. Perfeft liberty of confcicnce fhall be granted to the fubjefls of the two nations in their 
refpeftive Rates, and, confcqutfntly, they fhall have free Ijbeity to exercifc the duties of their 
religion in their own houfes, in buildings, or churches, deflined or permitted for that purpoie 
by government, without being troubled or molefted on any account whatever. 

“ III. The fubjefls of Ruflia in Denmark, or the fubjefls of Denmark in Rufiia, fliallbe 
conRantly regarded and treated as the mod favoured nations: and the two high contrafling 
parties engage, between them, to grant to their refpeftive fubjefls all the accommodation and 
afliflance, and all the commercial ad vintages which can naturally arife from fucli a preference, 
in order, as much as poflible, to extend and raife to a fiourifhing Rate the commerce of tbs 
fubjefls of Ruflia in Denmark, and*of the fubjefls of Denmark in Rufiia ; provided, never- 
thelel's, that in all cafes where the prefent treaty fhall not Ripulate fome exemption or privilege 
in favour of the two nations, or of fome one in particular, the Rufiian or Danifh merchants 
fhall fubmit in their trade or traffic to the tariff or cuftom book, ordinances, and laws of the 
country in which they fhall be fettled. 

“ IV. It Riall be permitted to the fubjefls of each of the allied powers in the Rates of the 
other, to navigate, fell, and tranfport freely by water and by land, in all the ports, cities, and 
roads of the two countries, all merchandize of which the coming in and going out is not pro¬ 
hibited, on payment, however, of the cuRoms and preferibed rights in each place, and upon 
conforming thereto in the fame manner as the veflels and carriages laden with the like tranf- 
ports of merchandizes do to the laws eftablifhed in the place where fucli commerce fhall he 
carried on. Her Imperial MajeRy of all the Ruffias excepts only from the aforefaid pemtifiion, 
her ports of the Black Sea, of the Cafpian Sea, and her other pcffvilions in Alia; and his 
Danilh MajeRy cxccpts only his poil'effiom in America, and the other eflablifhtnents which 
- lte poffeffts out of Europe. * 

“ V. The com modal fubjefls of the two high contrafling parties fliall pay for their mer¬ 
chandizes the cuftom^ or duties fixed in the refpeftive Rates by the cuflom-ratc books, accor¬ 
ding to the prefent or future regulations. And her Imperial MajeRy of all the Ruflias is fntis- 
fled, that Ihe gives Iirs Danilh MajeRy a moR convincing proof of the eRecm in which flic 
holds his MajeRy, in the favour and preference which fhe profefles in future to give to the 
Danifh fubjefls in her dominions, in granting them permiffion to difehurge the duties or cuf- 
toms in the current money of the country, without being fubjeft, as heretofore, to pay the 
fame in rixdollars, valuing the rixdollar at 124 copecks current money of Ruflia; except, 
ncvcrthtkfs, the ports of Livonia, Etionia, and Finland, which have particular cufloms and 
§£ privileges to which the prefent treaty is not to extend. 
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*782 “ VI, As a reciprocal return for the advantages granted by the preceding article in favour 

of the commercial fubjc&s of Denmark, his Danifh Majefty, wifliing to benefit the trade of 
the (ubjefts of Rudia in his dates, agrees, by the prd'ent treaty, to grant them the following 
advantages:— 

“ 1. That the Ruffian leaf tobacco, known in Europe under the name of Ukraine tobacco, 
through the paffage of the Sound, (hall ppy, in future, only cigh^ (livers for ten pounds of the 
weights of Ruffia. 

“ 2. That fuch merchandizes as are valued or e(limated by the rate of the lad, or by weight 
and tneafure, (hall be examined and taxed in palling the Sound, according to the lads, mca- 
fures, and weights aftually ufed in the places and ports of the Ruffian empire from whence 
fuch merchandizes (hall be cleared out. 

“ 3. 'Chat the pieces of Riga timber, known under the name of Surrtrt Balden, which arc 
five, fix, (even, eight, and nine fathoms in length, ihail pay for their padage through the 
Sound, for twenty pieces, two and a half reichs-orts (about 2s. 9 jd. ftcrling) ; and thofc 
of the length of from four to one fathom, and lefs, (hall be reduced to the duty and to the 
tneafure of the pieces of from nine to five fathoms in length, and (hail pay the cudorns of the 
Sound according to that redu£tion made on the meafurc of the great pieces. 

“ 4. That the Vcdaffe, or Ftldajfe, (hall be paid at the rate of a dozen divers the lad, which 
(hall contain twelve tons of the fize of thofc now in ufe at Riga. 

“ VII. And, moreover, his Dani(h Majefty, accuftomed to favour the intcrefts of the em¬ 
pire of Ruffia, as thofc of an ancient friend and ally of his crown, will permit the fubjc£ls of 
Ruffia to enjoy, throughout the Sound, an equal treatment with the nations the mod fa\ oured 
of Denmark, in requiring only one per cent, for all merchandizes of which mention is not 
made in the tariff or cuftom-book. 

“ Vlil. The vcffcls and merchandizes which belong to the fubjefts of Ruffia (hail not be 
fearched in palling the Sound ; but with refpcil to the tolls or cudorns to be paid for fuch 
(hips and merchandizes, credit (hall be given to the certificates and paffports, in due fonri, 
with which fuch veffels fhall be furnilhed from the rnagiftrate or cuftom-houfe of the place 
from whence they (hall have cleared out, without requiring any further explanation refpe£ling 
tire merchandize which compofes the cargoes of fuch veffels, and giving full faith and credit 
to the contents of fuch letters and paffports with refpeft to weight, mcafure, quality, and pack¬ 
ages ; provided, ncverthelels, that if any fraud (hall appear committed on this account, inea- 
furcs (hall be taken, on the firft requifition, for the purpofe of remedying the fame; and pre¬ 
venting the like in tutuic. 

“ IX. The cuftom-houfe of the Sound, in acquitting the payment of duties, (hall, at every 
time, be obliged to give the fpecific detail of duties received on each piece of merchandize, in 
order that it may be verified and clearly afcertained if any thing (halt have been exafted too 
much ; and the laid cuftom-houfe (hall not be permitted to depart from this ufage, unlcfs the 
captains of vefiels, to accelerate their voyage, (hould content themfclves with an acquittal in 
the grofs of duties paid for the whole of their cargoes, 

“ X. The Ruffian trading (hips, after having paid the tolls or duties of the Sound, whe¬ 
ther upon entering the Baltic lea, or that having gone out thereof, (hould they be obliged by 
temped, contrary winds, or otherwile, to return.to the Sound, (hall not be any longer liable to 
pay the laid duties a fecond time. 
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3 782 “ XI. An exemption of port duties, and generally of all others) fhall be granted to Ruffian 

vcdels which lhall pat's before the fort of Glukflat, and other places which belong to Denmark 
on the Elbe, lb that tilde vcfiels, in going and coming, lhall not be fearched, detained, or 
diflurhol, unlefs that in time of war there fliould be ftrong and fpecitic reafons to lufpeft them 
of carrying contraband articles to the enemy. 

“ XI 1 . As often as the fubjefts of Ruflia or Denmark, by tempefts, or to avoid the pur- 
fuit of Eime pirate, or other unavoidable accident, IhalJ be obliged to take refuge in the ports 
of the refpeftive dates, they lhall refit and provide themfelves with all things ncccflary, and 
put to fea in free libcity, without fubmitting to the leatt fearch, or the payment of any port 
fees, or other duties vvhatfoevcr; on condition, however, that during their Hay they lhall take 
•nothing out of their vclfels, nor expofe any merchandize to fale, and that they lhall confotm, 
in all things, to the laws, datutes, and cudoms of the place or port into which they lhall fa 
enter. i 

“ XII f. No fliip, whether a merchant-man or fliip of war, belonging to the fubjefls of 
one of the allied powers, nor any pcrl’on belonging thereto, lhall be liable to be Hopped, nor 
fhall the merchandizes he feized in the ports of the other. But this is, nevertheless, not to 
extend to feizures or legal arreds on account of perfonal debts contrafted in that country by 
the proprietors of any fuel) vcfiels or cargoes ; in which cafes, the proceedings lhall be accor¬ 
ding to the laws and judicial forms of th£ country ; and in cafe of perfonal delinquency, it is 
clearly uiiderdood, that every one fhall be fubjeft to the punilhments dlablilhed by tire laws 
of the country where the fhip or veflel lhall then be. 

“ XIV, No fliip or tranfport whatever belonging to the one power, lhall be forced by the 
other to ferve in war againft their will. 

“ XV. If the vdlels of the fubjefts of the two contracting powers fhould run aground, ru¬ 
be wrecked on the coafts of cither the one or the other, their refpeftive fubjefts lhall be en¬ 
titled, as well for themfelves as for their vcfiels and effefts, to all polfiblc fuccour and alfidance, 
the fame as the inhabitants of the country themfelves; paying, ncvcrthelefs, the fame charges 
and cudoms to which the proper fubjefls of the date are in like cafes fubjeft, on the coails 
where they ihal! be I’o aground or wrecked. 

“ XVI. When one of the two contrafting powers fhall be at war with the other fiatc<^ 
the communication and free commerce of the fubjefts of the other with lucli dates, ilnll not 
be interrupted ; and it is to the contrary, in this cafe, that the two crowns, intimately con ¬ 
vinced of the wifdom of principles, which, for the general good of all commercial people, 
have been fixed and decreed in the Maritime Convention between them at Copenhagen, the 
V* th of June and July, 1780, declare their determination to make them the unalterable rule of 
their conduft, and to have recourfe to them on every occafion, as to laws and dipulations 
which merit a difiinguifhed rank in the code of humanity. 

“ XVII. I11 confequcnce whereof they here immediately apply to themfelves the four im¬ 
portant axioms, which, in cafe of war, have been cdabliflicd in favour of the rights of all neu¬ 
tral powers in general, viz. 

“ 1. That all vcfiels 13ip.1I have liberty to navigate freely from one port to another, and on 
the coafis of nations at war. 

“ 2. That the property of all the fubjefts to the faid powers fhall, in time of war, be free 
in all neutral velltis, excepting goods which are contraband. 


“ 2. That 
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denominated, but where the approach of the afiailing power is to near, and fo fituated, that 
there mull be evident danger in entering it. 

“ 4- 1 hat neutral veflels fliall not be flopped but upon juft caufes, founded on the moft 
clear fads; that they fliall have judgment without delay ; that the proceedings lhall be always 
uniform, expeditious, and legal; and th!it at all times, betides the recompence which fliall be 
made to thofe who lhall have fufTcred lofs without having been in fault, a complete fatisfaftioa 
Hull be made for the infult given to the refpeftive flags. 

“ XVIII The trading veflels of the refpe&ive fubjefts, navigating alone, and which fliall 
be met with cither coafting, or in the open fea, by the Ihips of war, or other aimed veflels of 
cither of the two contracting poweis engaged in a war with any other powers, fliall fuhmit to 
be fcarclied ; but, at the fame time that the faid merchant-fliips fliall be prohibited from throw¬ 
ing any papers overboard, the fliips of war or privateers aforefiiid, fhall, on their part, remain 
conftantly beyond the ditlance of guti-flvot from fuch merchant-fliips ; and entirely to prevent 
all dilmucr and violence, it is agreed, that fuch fliips of war or other armed veflels, fliall never 
fend off more than two or three men in their chaioupes, to go on boani them, to cyarns no 
their patTports and papers which contain a ftate of the property and commiflions of ;’.e v.-n'.is •, 
but fuppofing, nevcrthelefs, that fuch merchant veflels arc found cfcortcd by one or mor. il.T; 
of war, the funple declaration of the officer commanding the efcort, that the velieis cart e no¬ 
thing contraband, fliall be looked upon as fully fufficient, and no farther learch fliall take place. 

“ XIX. As foon as it has been made to appear, by the documents produced, or be the 
verbal a flu ranee of the officer commanding the efcort, that the merchant-fliips to met at tea 
are not laden with ccmtiahand, they fhall he free to continue their route, without anv further 
liindcrance ; and thofe flints of war or privateers, on one part or the other, who fliall, r.ot- 
v. itlniaiidiiig, m«!ell or damage, in any manner whatever, the fliips in tjueflion, fliall he obli¬ 
ged to anivver for it in their pc rib 11s and property, befides the reparation due for the infult 
given to the fag. 

“ XX. That if, on the contrary, a veiled, on being fearched, fliall be detected with con¬ 
traband goods on hoard, the thefts, trunks, bales, and calks which fliall he fo found in the 
lame vcflel, fliall not he broken, nor the Jeaft part of the merchandizes dilturoed ; but the 
captor lhall have a right to bring the faid veiled into port, where, after commencing his legal 
procefs before the judge of the admiralty, according to the cftablilhcd rules and laws, and after 
that definitive feiitence lhall have been palled, the prohibited goods or merchandize, or fuch as 
lhall be pronounced to he contraband, ihal! be coniifcated, whilll tiic other effects and mer¬ 
chandizes which were found with them in the fame (hip, fliall be reftored, without either the 
vcflel or eft'efts being liable to be detained under pretence of cofls, damage, or penalties. 

“ During the continuance of the procefs, the captain, after having delivered the goods taken 
for contraband, fliall not be obliged, againft his will, to wait for the conclufion of the procefs, 
but may put to fea with the vcflel and the reft of his cargo, whenever he lhall think proper:— 
And in cafe that a veffel of one of the two powers, being at peace, fliall be lei zed, in open fea, 
by a man of war or privateer of the other power, being at war, and Hull be laden, with mer¬ 
chandize, acknowledged for contraband, the maftcr of fuch merchant veflcl lhall be at liberty, 
if he thinks proper, to abandon immediately fuch contraband merchandize to his captor, who 
fliall be obliged to content himfeif with fitch voluntary abandonment, without retaining, mo- 

3 Idling, 
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i; 3 :t lefiing, or ditluibing, in any manner, the (hip or (hip’s company, who (hall be immediately 
permitted to puri'itc their courfc. 

“ XX l. The following articles only are thofe which dial! be underdood to come under the 
denomination of contraband, viz. cannons, mortars, fire-arms, piftols, bombs, grenades, 
fitf'ecs, dints, matches, gunpowder, faltpetrc, fulphur, cuirafics, pikes, (words, belts, cartou- 
chcs, Caddies and bridles; excepting, at all times, the quantity which is neccffary for the de¬ 
fence of the (hip and (hip’s company ; and all other articles whatfoever, which are not here 
named, (hall not be reputed ammunitions of war, or naval (lores, nor be liable to confifcation, 
and, confequently, (hall pafs freely, without being fubjeft to the lead moleftation. 

“ XXII. Although, by tlie twenty-fird article of this treaty, all articles of contraband arc 
found clearly fpecificd, and determined in fuch a manner, that all merchandize not therein cx- 
prd'sly named, ought to be reputed free and l'ccurc from feizure, ncverthclefs, her Imperial 
and his Danilh Majcfty, knowing the difficulties which have arifen during the prefent mari¬ 
time war, touching the liberty which the neutral nations ought to enjoy in buying veffds be¬ 
longing to the belligerent powers, or to their fubjefts, have judged proper, in order to remove 
ail doubt which might poffibly arife on this matter, to (lipulate, that in cafe of a war between 
one of them with any other power whatfoever, the fubjefts of the other contrafling party 
which (hall remain in peace, (hail be,at liberty to purchafc of the fubjefts, or caule to be con- 
drufted in ports of the power at war with the other contrafling party, as many veflels as they 
(hall think proper, without being fubjeft to any difficulty on the part of fuch power, or of its 
privateers ; provided, ncverthclefs, that fuch veffels be provided with all necdlary documents 
to afcertain the property, and its legal acquifition, to be in the fubjcfls of the neutral power, 

“ XXIII. It is alfo agreed between them, that the fubjefls of any power at war with either 
of them, who (hall be found in their fervice, and thofe who (hall be naturalized, or (hall have 
acquired the right of denization, even during the war, dial! not be looked upon or treated on 
anv other footing Ulan the fubjcfls born in their refpeftive dates. 

“ XXIV. As each of the two contrafling powers may, for the advantage of the commerce 
of their fubjefts, appoint confuls in the dates of their refpeftive dominions reciprocally, it is 
mutually agreed between them, that the refpeflive fubjefts (hall, in all their procefles among 
them, and other iawfuits, by the proper confent and agreement of the parties, have rccourfe to 
the judgment of their refpeftive confuls; and that not only the decifions of their faid confuls 
(hall be perfeftly valid and legal, but in order to enforce the execution of their determinations, 
they (hall alfo, in cafes of neccffity, call in the power and affiflance of the tribunals of the 
place. But whenever the patties in difputc will not have rccourfe to the authority of their 
own confuls, they (hail make application to the ordinary tribunals of the country where they 
(hall then be; which tribunals (hall be attentive to render them the mod expeditious and molt 
drift judice, according to the laws and regulations edablifhed by thole tribunals; and, in 
either cafe, the refpeftive fubjefts may chufe, to plead or conduft their caufc, fuch counfellors, 
attormes, or notaries, as they fhall think proper, provided they be duly recognized as fuch by 
the government, or the court* edabliftied for that purpofe. 

“ XXV. The aforefaid confuls, in quality of officers of a friendly and allied power, (hall 
have power likewife, with the confent of the two high contrafting parties, to fettle the de¬ 
putes, and finally decide between merchants of their refpeftive nations but in ail cafes which 
concern their own particular affairs, they (hall not be the lefis fubordinatc themfelves to the 
laws and tribunals of the country where they (hall be edablifhed. 
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1782 “ XXVI. When the Ruffian and Danifh merchants fhall enter in the cuftoni-houfe their 

contracts or bargains for fa!c or purchafc of merchandizes by their clerks, fupcrcargoes, or 
other agents employed by them, the cuflom-houfe of Rulf.a, in which thofc contracts lhall he 
regiflered, fhall examine carefully if thofc who contract for the account: of their principals, 
aie lurnifhed by them with full powers, made in good and fufficicnt form ; in which cafe, the 
fa id principals lhall be refponfible for tlje fame as if they had contrafted in perfon. But if the 
laid fupercargocs or agents, employed by the aforefaid merchants, arc not provided with orders 
or fufficicnt powers, they ought not to be credited on their word : and although the cuftom- 
houfcs may be charged with the care of this objeft, the parties theinfelvcs who contract {hall 
not be the lefs bound to take care, that the grants, bargains, or contrails, that may be lb made, 
lhall not exceed the powers which have been entrufled to them by their principals, as the latter 
are only bound to anfwcr for t’u oojeft and value for which the powers were given by them. 

I he cuflom-houles of Denmark lhaU observe the fame comlu& with refpeft to the contrails, 
purchafes, and laics, between the Ruffian and Danish merchants in the Hates of his Danish 
Alajefty. 

“ XXVII. Ail poffiblc fupport ffial! be given to the refpeflivc fubjcfls, agninfi. thofc 
amongft theinfelvcs who lhall not fulfil the engagements of contrails made according to the 
forms ptclciibed, and regiflered at the cuflom-houfe ; and, for this purpofc, government, on 
both iidcs, Hull employ, in cafe of ncccffity, all •authority and affiftancc requifite to compel 
the appearance of the parties licforc the proper tribunals of the place where fuch contacts (hall 
have been made and rcgiftcrcd, and alfo to oblige the contractors to the fpccific perfotnnuce 
theicof. 

“ XXV III. The Dattiffi merchants eftablifhed in Ruffia fha!l pay for the mcrdnnui.t, s 
which they lhall buy, in the fame current money of Ruffia that they fhall have received for 
their merchandizes ibid, unlefs that in their contrails or agreements made between the buyu 
and fi ller, it may have been flipulated to the contrary. ‘J'hc Ruffian merchants eilabiilhid in 
the Hates of Denmark Ibail enjoy reciprocally the fame advantage. 

“ XXIX. 'Hie ncccffiny mutual precautions lhall be taken, that the fortinpr the merchan¬ 
dizes may be trailed to perlbns of known intelligence and probity, to the end that the relp'vc- 
ti\ e lubjecls mav, by that means, he guarded again ft an improper choice of merchandizes and 
fiaudulcnt packages; and whenever there fhall be fuHicient proofs of trcfpafq negligence, or 
of bad faith in the excrcifc of the dutv of their offices, they lhall be refponfible, and obliged to' 
make good all Ioffes incurred by their fault. 

“ XXX. The rcfpcflive fubjefts lhall have full liberty, at the refpc&ivc places of uffidcnce, 
to keep books of trade or commerce, in whatever language they think proper, without any 
prefeription or rcflrnint on that acoount; and it lhall not be required at them to produce their 
books of accounts or of commerce, unlefs to juftify thcmklves in cafe- of bankruptcy or pro- 
ccfs at law ; but in this lall cafe, they fhall not he obliged to prefent or Ihcw more than the 
articles neceffary to the cclairciltement of the affair in queftion. 

“ XXXI. If it fhoold happen, that a fubjeft of Ruffia, in the Hates of Denmark, ora 
fuhjcft of Denmark, in the ftates of Ruffia, fhould become a bankrupt, without having ac¬ 
quired the right of denizen or citizen, the creditors, under authority of the magi ft ru tes of 
each place, fhall name truftces, to whom all the effefts, books, and papers of him who lli.ill 
have become a bankrupt fhall be enttufied ; and then the creditors who lhall have claims to two- 
thirds of the flock, if they vote in favour of any arrangement whatever concerning the diftri- 
Voi.. IV. 3 H butioa 
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178a bution of this flock, their fuffrages fhall have fufficient power aver the other creditors, who 
fhall be obliged to fubmit to their arrangement: but with refpeft to the fubje&s of the respec¬ 
tive flares who fhall be naturalized, or /hall have acquired the right of citizen in the flates of 
the other contracting party, they thall fubmit, in cafe of bankruptcy, (as in all other affairs) 
to the laws, ordinances, and ftatutes of the country where they fhall be naturalized. 

“ XXXIL The Danilh merchants eftablilhed in Ruflia, fhall be permitted to build, 
to buy, fell, and hire houfes in all the cities of this empire, (Ruflia) which have not 
rights and privileges contrary to thefe acquifltions; and it is fpecifically agreed, that at St, 
Fcterfburg, Mofcow, and Archangel, the houfes polfdfed and inhabited by the Danilh mer¬ 
chants, fhall be exempt from lodgement or the quartering of troops or foldiers, l'o long as the 
houfes belong to, or are a&ually occupied by themfeives ; but the houfes which they lhall let, 
or take to hire, fhall not be fo exempted. In all the other cities of the empire of Ruflia, the 
houfes bought or built by Danilh merchants, who fhall eftablilli themfeives there, fhall not 
enjoy the exemptions granted, only in the three cities above fpccified. If, nevertheh-fs, it lhall 
be judged proper, in tliecourfe of time, to make a general order to take a pecuniary commu¬ 
tation for the provifion of quarters, the Danilh merchants fhall be fubjeft to it as well as 
others. 

“ His Danilh Majefty engages reciprocally, that the Ruffian merchants eftablilhed in his 
flates, fhall enjoy the fame exemptionrand privileges which are granted by this prefent article 
to the Danilh merchants eftablilhed in Ruflia, and on the fame conditions as above fpecified. 

“ XXXIII. Thofe of the rcfpe&ive fubjefts who fliail be inclined to quit the provinces, 
cities, and Rates of either of the con trailing powers, fhall not expciicncc any liinderancc on 
the part of government; but they fhall have granted them, with the accuftomed precautions of 
each place, the ileccflary pafiports, entitling them to go and take away freely all property which 
they may have brought or acquired there, after having firft paid their debts, and the dues and 
duties appointed by the laws, ordinances, and ftatutes of the refpeftivc flates. 

“ XXXIV. Although the right of efchcat does not exift in the flates of the two contrafl¬ 
ing powers, it is, neverthelcfs, agreed between them, to prevent ail doubts which may ariie 
thereupon, that the cflefts, mftveable or immoveable, left by the death of any of the refpefthe 
fubjefts in the Antes of the other power, lhall defeend freely, without any obftaclc whatever, 10 
the right heirs of an inteftate, or legatees by the will of the deceafed, who fhall, in confequcii'. e 
thereof, take immediate pofleffion of the eftate, cither by themfeives or by letter of attorney, as 
well as the teftamentary executors, if any lhould have been named by the deccafcd; and the 
faid heirs fhall afterwards difpofc of the ellatc which fhall have been left them as they think 
proper, after having paid the different dues, duties, and fees eftablilhed by the laws of the Hate 
where the faid fucceflion fhall have been left. And in calc that the heirs lhould be abfent, or 
lhould be minors, incapable of claiming their rights, then an inventory fhall be taken of all 
the fucceflion bv a notary public, in prefence of a judge, or of the tribunals of the place, ac¬ 
companied by the conful of the nation of the dcccafed, if there be one in the fame place, and 
of two other perfons worthy of truft, and afterwards put into fome public cftablilhmcnt or 
fund, or into the hands of two or three merchants, who fliail be named for that purpofe by 
the faid conful; or if lie fliouid negleft to nominate two fuch perfons, then into the hands of 
perfons appointed by public authority for that purpofe, to the end, that the eftate or efleets 
may be by them held and preferved for the legitimate heirs and true proprietors. And if them 
fliouid arife any difpute relative to fuch .eftate between different claimants, then the judges of 
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1782 the pi acc where die effefts of the dcceafed are found, dial! decide the procefs by definitive fen- 
tence, according to the laws of the country. 

“ XXXV. It peace fliould be broken between the two coinrafting parties, (which, God 
forbid i) the perfons of the refpeftivc fubjefts fhail not be flopped, nor their veSfels nor effefts 
confifcated; but one year, at lead, (hall be granted them to (ell, part with, or remove their 
dfefts, with a view to repair to whatever place they (hall think proper, after having,, never- 
thelcfs, paid all the debts which may be legally demanded of them : this likewife (hall be un~ 
tlcrftood of thofe of the refpeftivc fubjefts who (hall ferve by fea or by land, and both the one 
and the other fhail be permitted, before or at the time of their departure, to make to whom¬ 
soever they (hall think proper, or to difpofe agreeable to their will and convenience, of fuch of 
their efiefts as they (ha'll not have been already able to difpofe of; fo that thofe who owc*thom 
money, as well as thofe to whom they owe money (hall be equally obliged, to pay their debts, 
the fame as if no fuch rupture had happened. 

“ XXXVI. The prefent treaty (hall be in force for the term of twelve years, and alt which 
is found therein decreed, is to be invariably obferved during this interval, and executed in its 
full tenor and meaning ; provided, that before the expiration of the term of the (aid treaty, it 
ihould depend on the good plcafure of the two high contrafting parties to agree to its pro¬ 
longation. 

XXXVII. The two high contrafting powers engage to ratify the prefent tieaty of com¬ 
merce, and the ratification of it (hall be exchanged, in good and due form, in the (pace of i'x 
weeks from the day ot the date of iiguing, or fooncr, if poffible. In faith of which, we, the 
under-fign.cd, in virtue of our powers plenipotentiary, have thereunto fet our names, and 
affixed the fcal of our arms. 

“ Done at St. Pctcifburg, the -,* T th of Oftober, 1782. 

“ (L. S.) Peter Christian em Schumacher. 

“ (L. S.) Jean Count nr. Osti.rman. 

“ (L. S.) Alexander Cotnt m: Worontzow. 

“ (L. S) Alexander de Bezborodko. 

“ (L. S.) Peter de Bacoumn.” 

t-le This treaty of amity and commerce was ratified by their Imperial and P.oval Majeftics, 
and the ratifications were exchanged according to the common cuflom, by the refpeftivc 
plenipotentiaries. 

At this time was alfo concluded the following treaty at the Hague, between the republic of 
Holland and the United States of America.—Though it is founded on the bails of tin fee ret 


treaty of 1778, vet as it appears in a new fbape, and in its prefent form and fubflance i, ad¬ 
mitted as a part of the commercial law of Europe, we lhall give it at large. 

“ Their High Mightinelles the States-Gencral of the United Netherlands, arid the United 
States of America, defiring to afeertain, in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be 
obferved relative to the commerce and corre spondence which they intend to cflablifh between 
their refpeftivc dates, countries, and inhabitants, have judged, that the (aid end cannot be 
better obtained than by eftablilhing the mofl. perfeft equality and reciprocity for the bafis of 
their agreement, and by avoiding all thofe burthenfome preferences which are dually the 
fources of debate, embarraffinent, and discontent, by leaving alto each party at liberty to 
make, refpefting commerce and navigation, fuch ulterior regulations as it thall find mofl con¬ 
venient to itfclf, and by founding the advantages of commerce folelv upon reciprocal utility, 
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1782 and the juft rules of free intercourfe, referring withal, to each party, the liberty of admitting, 
at its plcafure, other nations to a participation of the fame advantages. 

*' On thefe principles, their High Mightinefles have named for their plenipotentiaries, Mef- 
fieurs their deputies for foreign affairs-; and the faid United States of America, on their part,, 
have furnifhed with full powers Mr.. John Adams,* late commiflioner of the United States of. 
America at the Court of Vcrlailles, 8cc. who have agreed and concluded as follows : 

“ Article I. There fhall be a firnt, inviolable, and univerfal peace, and fincere Fricndfliip, 
between their High Mightinefles the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and 
the United States of America; and between the fubjefls and inhabitants of the faid parties, 
and between the countries, illaods, cities, and places, fituated under the jurifdi&ion of the 
*£iid United Netherlands, and the faid United States of America, their fubjc&s and inhabitants, 
of every degree, without exception of perfons or places.. 

“ II. The fubjefls of the laid States General of the United Netherlands fhall pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countiies, iflands, cities, orplaces of the United States of America, or 
any of them, no other nor greater duties or imports, of whatever nature or denomination they 
may be, than thofe which the nations the raoft favoured are or fhall be obliged to pay; and 
they fhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, na¬ 
vigation, and commerce, which the faid nations do or fhall enjoy, whether in palling from 
one port to anothei in the faid ftates, *or in going from any of thofe ports to any foreign port 
of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to any of thofe ports. 

“ III. The fubjefls and inhabitants of the faid United States of America, lliall pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities, or places of the faid United Netherlands, or 
any of them, no other nor greater duties or imports, of whatever nature or denomination they 
maybe, than thofe which the nations the moft favoured arc. or fhall l>c obliged to pay, and 
they fhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, navi¬ 
gation, and commerce, which the faid nations do or fliall enjoy, whether in parting fiom one 
port to another in the faid ftates, or from any one towards any one of thefe ports, from or to 
any foreign port of the world; and the United States of America, with their fubjech and in¬ 
habitants, fhall leave to thofe of their High Mightinefles the peaceable enjoyment of their 
rights in the countries, iflands, and leas in the Eaft and Wert Indies, without any hinderance 
©r mokftation. 

“ IV. There fhall.be an entire and pcrfe£t liberty of confcience allowed to the fubjefts and 
inhabitants of each party, and to their families, and no one fliall be molefted in regard to his 
worfhip, provided lie fubmits as to the public demonftration of it, to the laws of the country; 
there fhall be given, moreover, liberty, when any fubjefh or inhabitants of either party lhail 
die in the territory of the other, to bury them in the ufual burying places, or in decent or 
convenient grounds to be appointed for that purpofe, as occarton fliall require, and the dead 
bodies of thofe who are buried fliall not, in any wife, be molefted. And the two contrarting 
parties fhall provide each one in his jurifdiftion, that their refpe&ivc fubjefls and inhabitants 
may henceforward obtain the requifite certificates in cafes of deaths in which they fhall be in- 
terefted. 

“ V, Their High Mightinefles the States General of the United Netherlands, and the 
United States of America, fhall endeavour, by all the means in their power, to defend and 
proteft all vcflels and other effects belonging to their fubjefts and inhabitants refpectively, or 
to any of them in their ports, roads, havens, internal fcas, paffts, rivers,, and as far as their 
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1782 jurifdiflion extends at fca, and to recover and caufe to be reftored to the true proprietors, their 
agents, or attornics, all fuch veffels and effefts which fhall be taken under their jurifdi&ions, 
and their veffels of war and convoys, in cafes when they may have a common enemy, fhall 
rake under their proteftion all the veffels belonging to the fubjedts and inhabitants of cither 
party, which lhall not be laden with contraband goods, according to the defeription which 
fhall be made of them hereafter, for places with which one of the parties is in peace and the 
ether at war, not deftined for any place blocked, and which fhall hold the fame courfc or fol¬ 
low the fame route: and they fhall defend fuch veffels as long as they fhall hold the fame courfe 
or follow the fame route againft all attacks, force, and violence of the common enemy, in the 
fame manner as they ought to protedt and defend the vefiels belonging to their own refpec- 
tivc fubjedts. 

“ VI. The fubjedts of the contradting parties may, on one fide and on the other, in the 
refpedtivc countries and flutes, difpofe of their effedts by teftamenf, donation, or otherwife 
and their heirs, fubjedU of one of the parties, and refidir.g in the country of the other or elfe- 
where, fliall receive fuch fucceflions, even ab intejlato, whether to perfon or by their attorney 
or fubilitute, even although they fliall not have obtained letters of naturalization, without 
having the effedt of fuch commiflion conteftcd under pretext of any rights or prerogatives of 
any province, city, or private perfon; and if the heirs, to whom fuch fucceffion may have 
fallen, fhall be minors, the tutors or curators cftablifhcd by the judge domieniary of the faid 
minors, may govern, direct, adminiiter, fell, and altcrate the effedts fallen to the faid minors 
by inheritance, and in general, in relation to the faid fucccffions and effedts, ufe all the rights 
and fulfil all the fundtions which belong to the difpofition of the laws, to guardians, tutors, 
and curators: provided, neverthdefs, that this difpofition cannot take place but in cafes where 
the tcflator fliall not have named guardians, tutors, curators, by teftament, codicil, or other 
ltg.il inllrument. 

“ VII. It fhall be lawful and free for the fubjedts of each party to employ fuch advocates, 
nttornies, notaries, folicitors, or fadfors, as they lhall judge proper. 

“ Vi 11 . Merchants, mailers, and owners of lhips, mariners, men of all kinds, fhips, and 
refills, and all merchandizes and goods in general, and effedts of one of the confederates, cr 
of the fubjedts thereof, lhall not be fci/.cd or detained in any of the countries, lands, ifiands, 
cities, places, ports, fborcs, or denominations whatfoever of the other confederate for any 
military expedition, public or private vile ofany one, by arrefls, violence, or any colour here¬ 
of; much lefs fhall it be permitted to the fubjedts of either paitv to take or extort, by force, 
any thing from the fubjedts of the other party without the content of the owner; which, how¬ 
ever, is not to be underftood of leizures, defeentiotrs, and arrefts, which fhall be made by the 
command and authority of jufticc, and by the ordinary methods on account of debts or crimes, 
in reipedt whereof, the proceedings mart be, bv way of law, according to the forms of jufticc. 

“ IX. It is farther agreed and concluded, that it fhall he wholly free for all merchants,, 
commanders of lhips, and other fubjedts and inhabitants of the contracting parties, in every 
place fubjedted to the jurifdidtion of the two powers rcf'pcdtivdy, to manage tltemfelvcs their 
own bufinefs: and, moreover, as to the uie of interpreters or brokers, as alfo in relation to 
the loading or unloading of their veffels, and every thing which has relation thereto, they fliall 
be, on one fide and on the other, confidered and treated upon the footing of natural fubjedts, 
or, at leaft, upon-an equality with the moll favoured nation. 
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ipSc “ X. The merchant fliips of either of the parties, coming from the port of at) enemy, 01 
from their own or a neutral port, may navigate freely towards any port of an enemy of the 
other ally : they lhail be, nevertheless, held, whenever it lhail be required, to exhibit, as well 
upon the high feat, as in the ports, their fea letters and other documents dd'eribed in the 25th 
article, Ftating cxptclsiy, that their cffe&s are not of the number of thole which are prohibited 
as contraband : and not having any contraband goods for an enemy’s port, they may ft eel v, 
and without hinderance, purfuc their voyage towards the port of an enemy. Nevertheless, it 
fhall not be requirtd to examine the papers of veflels convoyed by v die Is of war, but credence 
♦hall be given to the word of the officer who fhall condufl the convoy. 

“ XL If, by exhibiting the fea letters and other documents dclcribed more particulailv in 
the 25th article of this treaty, the other party lhail difeover there are any of thole foits of 
goods which are declared prohibited and contraband, and that they are conligncd for a port 
under the obedience of his enemy, it lhail not be lawful to .break up the hatches of fuch (hip, 
nor to open any ciieil, coffer, packs, cafks, or other veflels found therein, or to remove the 
fmalicil parcel of her goods, whether the laid veflel belongs to thcfubjcAs of their High Migh, 
tinefles the States General of the United Netherlands, or to the fubjeds or inhabitants of the 
faid United States of America, uniefs tire lading be brought on ihore in prefence of the officers 
of the court of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made, but there lhail be no allowance to 
lell, exchange, or alienate the fame tmtil after that due and lawful procefs fhall have been had 
agamft fuch prohibited goods of contraband, and the Court of Admiralty, by a ientencc pro¬ 
nounced, lhail have conlifcattd the fame, hiving always as well the fir ip itfelfas any other goods 
found therein, which arc to be efteemed free, and may not be detained on pretence of tin 1; 
being infefted by the prohibited goods, much lefs lhail they be confifcated as lawful prizes. 
but, on the contrary, when by the vifitation at land it fhall be found that there are no contra¬ 
band goods in the veflel, and it fhall not appear by the papers, that he who has taken and car¬ 
ried in the veflel has been able to difeover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the 
charges, damages, and interefts of them, which he lhail have cauled both to the owners of 
veflels and to the owners and freighters of cargoes with which they fhall be .loaded, by his 
temerity in taking and carrying them in, declaring moft eiiprefsly; the free veflels lhail alhue 
the liberty of the effefts with which they lhail be leaded, and that this liberty lhail extend it- 
fclf equally to the per Tons who lhail be found in a free vefTel, who may not be taken out of her, 
uniefs they are military men a&ually in the fcrvicc of an enemy. 

“ XII. On the contrary, it is agreed, that whatever fhall be found to be laden by the fub- 
jctls and inhabitants of cither party on any fiiip belonging to the enemies of the other, or to 
their fubje&s, although it be not comprehended under the fovt of prohibited goods, the whole 
may be confifcated in the fame manner as if it belonged to the enemy; except, neverthclcf , 

. fuch cflefU arid merchandizes as were put on board fuch veflel before the declaration of wai, 
or within fix months after it, which cffe&s fhall not be, in any manner, fubjefi to confifea- 
tion, but fhall be faithfully, and without delay, reflorcd in nature to the owners who lhail 
claim them, or cauie them to be claimed, before the confifcation and fale, as alfo their pro¬ 
ceeds, if the .claim could not be made but in the fpace ol eight months after the fale, which 
ought to .be .public: provided, ncvertheleis, that if the faid merchandizes are contraband, it 
fhall, by no means, be lawful to tranfport them afterwards to any port belonging to enemies. 

“ Xlll. And that more cffe&ual care may be taken lor the fecurity of fubjefls and people 

<jf either party, that they do not fuffer any moJeftation from the veflels of war or privateer , of 
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1782 ttic other party, it fhall be fot bidden to all the commanders of veflels of war and other armed 
veflels of the laid States General of the United Netherlands, and the faid United States of Ame¬ 
rica, as well as to all their officers, fubjefts and people, to give any offence, or do any dam age 
to thofe of the other party: and if they aft to the contrary, they lhall be, upon the iirft com¬ 
plaint which fhall be made of it, being found guilty after a juft examination, punifhed by their 
proper judges, and, moreover, obliged to make farisfaftion for all damages and intcrcils there¬ 


of by reparation, under pain and obligation of their perfons and goods. 

“ XIV. For further determining of what has been laid, all captains of privateers, or fitters 
out of velfcls armed for war, under commiflion and on account of private perfons, final! be held 
before their departure, to give fufficirnt caution before competent judges, cither to be entirely 
rclponfiblc for the malverfations which they mav commit in their cruizes or voyages, as well as 
foi the contraventions of their captains and officers, againft the prefent treaty, and again!! the 
ordinances and edifts which fhall be publifhed in confcquence of, and conformably to it, under 
pain of forfeiture and nullity of the laid commiflion. 

“ XV. All vcfl'els and merchandizes of whatfoever nature, which lhall be refeued out of 
the hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating the high feas, without requifite commifiions, 
lhall be brought into foinc port of one of the two States, and depofited in the hands of the of¬ 
ficers of that port, in order to be reftored entire to the true proprietor, as f'oon as due and 
iuflicicnt ptoof's lhall be made concerning the property thereof. 

“ XVI. If any fhips or veflels belonging to either of the parties, their fubjefts or people, 
fhall, within the coafts or dominions of the other, flick upon the fands or be wrecked, or 
f ufTer any other fea damage, all friendly affiftance and relief fhall be given to the perfons ihip- 
wrecked, or fuck as fhall be in danger thereof; and the veflels, effefts and merchandizes, or 
the part of them, which lhall have been laved, or the proceeds of them, if being perifhablc they 
fhall have been fold, being claimed within a year and a day, bv the mailers or owners, or their 
agents or attornieg, fhall be reftored, paying only the reafonabic charges, and that which mull 
he paid, in the fame cafe, for the lalvage, hv the proper fubjefts of the country; there lhall 
all'o be delivered them fafe condufts or paflports, for their free and fate paffage from thence, 
and to return each one to his own country. 

“ XVII. In cafe the fubjefts or people of either patty, with their {hipping, whether public 
and of war, or private and of merchants, be forced, through ft refs of weather, purfuit of piiates 
or enemies, or any other urgent ncceftity for locking of fhclter and harbour, to retreat and 
enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads or lhoros. belonging to the other parte, 
they fhall he received with all humanity and kindncls, and enjoy all friendly ptoteftion and 
help, and they flint! be permitted to refrefh and provide themUlvcs at realnnable rates, with 
viftuals and all things needful for the fuftcnancc of their perlons, or tcpaiation of their fhips; 
and they lhall no ways be detained or hindered horn returning out of the laid ports or roads, 
but may remove and depart when and whither they pica Ie, without any let or hindcrancc. 

“ XVIlf, For the better promoting of commerce on both frdcs, it is agreed, that if a war 
fltould break out between their High Might indies the States General ol the United Nether¬ 
lands and the United States of America, thcie fhall always be granted to the fubjefts on each 
fide, the term of nine months, after the date of the rupture, or the proclamation of war, to 
the end that they may rctiie with their eftofts, and tranfport tnem w here they plcafe ; which 
it fhall be lawful for them to do, as well as to fell or tranfport their effefts and goods in all 
fleedom, and without hindcrancc, and without being able to proceed during the faid tei m of 

nine 
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i,-;)’ nine months, to any ai red of their effects, nutch lefs of their perfons; on the contrary, there 
f !:> ii !jc given them, for their vefiels and their cfTefls which they wouid carry away, pafi'ports 
and life condufts, for the neared ports of their rel'pcftivc.countries, and for the time ncceflary 
for the voyage, and no prize made at fea fhali be adjudged lawful, at lead if the declaration of 
war was not or could not be known in the lad port, which the vcfTcl taken has quitted. But 
for whatever may have been taken from the Inbjefts and inhabitants of eitljp party, and for 
the offences which may have been given them, in the interval of the laid terms, a complete fa- 
Tisfaftion fhali be given them. 

“ XIX. No lubjcft of their High MightinefTes the States General of the United Nether¬ 
lands, lliail apply for or take any commiffion or letter of marque for arming any Ihip or fliips 
to aft as privateers againtl the laid United States of America, or any of them, or the f'ubjcfts 
and inhabitants of the laid United States or any of them, or againil the property of tile inha¬ 
bitants of any of them, fiorn any Prince or State with which the faid United States of America 
may happen to he at war ; nor {ball any lubjcft or inhabitant of the faid United States of 
America, or any of them, apply for or take any commiffion or letters of marque for arming 
any fhip or fhips to aft as privateers agnind the High and Mighty Lords the States General <>i 
the United Netherlands, or againd the fubjefts of their High Mightincflcs, or any of them, or 
ngainft the property of any one of them, from any Prince or State with which their High 
MightinefTes may be at war: and if any perfon of either nation fhali take fuch commiffion ir. 
letters of marque he dial! be punilhed as a pirate. 

“ XX. If the veffels of the fubjefts or inhabitants of one of the parties come upon nnv 
coad belonging to either of the dud allies, but not willing to enter into port, or being cntwvd 
into port and not willing to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargo, they fn.di 
not be obliged to pay neither for the veffels nor the cargoes, any duties of entry in or out, :k : 
to render any account of their cargoes, at lead if there is not juft caufe to prefume that li:c. 
carry to an enemy merchandizes of contraband. 

“ XXI. The two contrafling parties grant to each other mutually, the. liberty of ba\ br¬ 
each in the ports of the other, conluis, vice-confuls, agents, and commiffiaries of their own 
appointing, whole functions fhali be regulated by particular agreements, whenever either paitv 
elude to make fuch appointments. 

“ XXII. This treaty fhali not be undcrilood in any manner to derogate from the ninth, 
tenth, nineteenth and twenty-fourth articles of the treaty with France, ns they were mimKr- 
ed in the fame treaty, concluded the 6th of February, 1778, and which make the articles ninth, 
tenth, fevcntceuth and twenty-fecond of the treaty of commerce now fuhfiding between the 
United States of America and the crown of France: nor fhali it hinder his Catholic MajcTy 
from acceding to that treaty, and enjoying the advantages of the laid four articles, 

“ XXIII. If ar any time the United States of America dial 1 judge needfarv to comnunc 
negociatiops with the King or Emperor of Morocco and Fez, and with the Regencies ol Al¬ 
giers, Tunis, or Tripoli, or with any of them, to obtain paffiports for the fccurity of then- 
navigation in the Mediterranean fea; their High MightinefTes promife, that upon the requbi- 
tion which the United States of Ameiica fhali make of it, they will fecond fuch negociaii'-.m 
in the molt favourable manner by means of their confuls rcfidiug near the faid King, Emperor 
and Regencies. 

“ XXIV. The liberty of navigation and commerce fltall extend to all forts of merchan¬ 
dizes, excepting only thofe which arc diilinguilhcd under the name of conttaband, or mer¬ 
chandises 
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178a chaudizcs prohibited; and under this denomination of contraband and. merchandizes prohibit¬ 
ed fliaii be comptchended only warlike {lores and arms, as mortars, artillery with their artifice* 
and appurtenances, fufils, piftols, bombs, grenades, gunpowder, faltpetre, fulphur, match, 
bullets and balls, pikes, fibres, lances, halberts, caiques, cuiraflcs, and other forts of arms; 
as alfo foldicrs, liorfes, faddlcs and furniture for horfes. All other eflefts and merchandizes, 
not before fpecificd cxprefsly, and eveq all forts of natal matters, however proper they may 
be, for (ft conftru&ion and equipment of vefiels of war, or for the manufafturc of one or 
other fort of machines of war, by land or fca, (hall not be judged contraband, neither by the 
letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation whatever, ought they, or can they be 
comprehended, under the notion of effefts prohibited or contraband ; fo that all cffefls and 
merchandizes, which arc not exprcfsly before-named, may, without any exception, and in 
perfect liberty be tranfported, by ihe lubjcfts and inhabitants of both allies, from and to places 
belonging to the enemy, excepting only the places which at that time (hall be befieged, block¬ 
ed or in veiled, and thofc places only fhall be held for fucli, which are l'urrounded nearly by 
icme of the bciligcicnt powers. 

“ XXV. To the end that all diflention and quarrel may be avoided and prevented, it lias 
• been agreed, that in cafe that one of the two parties happens to be at war, the vefiels belonging 
to the fubjefls or inhabitants of the other ally, (hall be provided with fea-le-ttcrs or pafiports, 
expr■filing the name, the property, and the burden*of the veiled, as alfo the name and the place 
r f abode of the mailer, or commander of the faid vcflel, to the end that thereby it may appear, 
that the veil'd really and truly belongs to the fubjefts or inhabitants of fome of the panic:; 
which paffport ilull be drawn and diilributcd according to the form annexed to this treaty, 
each lime that the veil'd fhall return, (lie fhould have fuch her pafiports renewed, or at lead 
tlicy ought not to be of mote ancient date than two years, before the vcflel has been returned 
to her own country. 

“ It has been alfo agreed, that fuch vefiels, being loaded, ought to be provided not only 
with the faid pafiports or fea-letters, but alfo with a general pall’port, or with particular pair- 
ports or manifeft, or other public documents which arc ordinarily given to vdTt h outward 
bound, in the ports from whence the vefiels have let fail in the bail place, containing a Ips- 
cification of the cargo, of the place from whence the veiled departed, and of that of her deilina- 
tion ; or inftcad of all thefe, with certificates from the magiftrates or governors of cl tie s, places 
and colonics from whence the veil’d came, given in the ufual form, to the end that it may 1-e 
known whether there arc any cflefts prohibited or contraband on board the vdli ls, and v. lir- 
ther they arc defiined to l ><5 carried to an enemy’s country or not. And in cafe anv one jo '.w- 
proper, to exprefs in the faid documents, theperfons to whom the eifods on bond belong, be 
may do it freely, without, however, being bound to do it; and the omifilon ot iueh expuhi in 
cannot and ought not to caufe confilcation. 

“ XXVI. If the vefiels of the faid fubjeds or inhabitants of either of the parties l.bling 
along the coafts or on the high feas, are met bv a vcflel of war or privateer, or other armed 
vcfiel of the other party, the faid vefiels of war, privateers or armed vefiels, for avoiding all dll 
order, fiiall remain without reach of cannon, but may fend their boats on board the merchant 
vcflel which they (ball meet in this manner, upon which they nviv not pafs more than two or 
three men, to whom the matter or commander (hall exhibit bis pallpoit, containing the pro- 
peity of the vciTei, according to t lie lot m annexed to this treaty; and the vcflel, after having 
Vot. IV. 3 1 exhibited 
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1782 exhibited fuch paflport, fea-letter, and other documents, fhall-be free to continue her voyage, 
fo that it (hall not be lawful to moletl her, or fearch her in any manner, nor to give her chace, 
nor to force her to alter her courfe. 

“ XXVII. It (hall be lawful for merchants, captains, and commanders of vcfll-ls, whether 
public and of war, or private and of merchants, belonging to the (aid United States of Ame¬ 
rica, or any of them, or to their fubjefts and inhabitants, to take freely into their Cervices and 
receive on board of their vellels, in any port or place in the jurifdidion of their High Mighti¬ 
ness aforefaid, feamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any of the (aid States, upon fuch 
conditions as they Ural! agree on, without being fubjeft for this to any fine, penalty, punilh- 
incnt, proccfs, or reprchenlion whatfoever; and reciprocally, all merchants, captains, and 
commanders, belonging to the f.tid United Netherlands, (hall enjoy in all the ports and places 
under the obedience of the faid United States of America, the fame privilege of engaging and 
receiving feamen, or others, natives or inhabitants of any country of the domination of the 
faid States General; provided that neither on the one fide nor the other, they may not take 
into their fervice, fuch of their countrymen who have already engaged in the fervice of the 
other party contrafling, whether in war or trade, and whether they meet them by land or fca ; 
at lead, if the captains or mailers, under the command of whom fuch perfons may be found, 
will not, of his own confent, difeharge them from their fervice, upon pain of being otbcrwile 
treated and punifhed as deferters. * 

“ •XXVill. The affair of refraftion (hall be regulated in all equity and juflice, by the 
magiflratcs of cities refpeftively, where it fball be judged that there is any room to complain 
in this refpeft, 

“ XXIX. The prefent treaty (hail be ratified and approved by their High Mightinefles the 
States General of the United Netherlands, and by the United States of America, and the afls 
• of ratification (hall be delivered in good and due form on one fide and the other, in the (pace 
of fix months, or fooncr if pofOble, to be computed from the day of the fignaturc. 

“ In faith of which, wc, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the Lords States General of 
the United Netherlands, and the miniiler plenipotentiary of the United States of America, in 
virtue of our refpe&ive authorities and full powers, have ligned the prefent treaty, and oppoted 
thereto the feals of our arms. 

“ Done at the Hague, the 8th of Oilobcr, 1782.” 

The Form of the Paflport which (hall be given to Ships and Veflels, in confequence of the 

twenty-fifth Article of this Treaty. 

“To all who (hall fee thefe prefents, greeting : be it known, that leave and pertuifiion are 
hereby given to mailer and commander of the fhip or veflcl called of 

the burden of tons, or thereabouts, ly ing at prefent in the port or haven of 
bound for and laden with to depart and proceed wirh the faid 

fhip or vdTel on his faid voyage, fuch (hip or vcffel having been vifited, and the faid mailer and 
commander having made oath before the proper officer, that the faid (hip or veffel belongs to 
one or more of the fubjects, people, or inhabitants of and to him or 

them only. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we have fubfcrilied our names to thefe prefents, and affixed the fca I 
of our arms thereto, and caufed the fame to be counterfigned by at this 

day of in the year of our Lord Clwift” 
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1782 Form of the Certificates which (hall he given to Ships or Vefleis in confeqitence of the twenty- 

fifth Article of this Treaty. 

“ We magi Orates or officers of the c idioms of the city or port of 

do certify and atteft, that on the day of in the year of on; Lord 

C. D. of perfonally appeared before ns, and declared hy f'olemn oath, that the 

Ihip or vefie! called of ’ tons, or thereabouts, whereof of 

is at prefent inafler or commander, does rightfully and properly belong to him or them only. 
That fhe is now bound for the city or port of to the port of laden 

with goods and merchandizes hereunder particularly deferibed and enumerated as follows: 

“ ih witnefs whereof we havefigred this certificate, and fealed it with the fcai of our office, 
this day of in the y-'-ar of our Lord Chrift.” 

Form of the Sea Letter. 

“ Moft Serene, Serene, Moft Puiflant, Puiflant, High, Illuftrious, Noble, Honourable, 
Venerable, Wife and Prudent Lords, Emperors, Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, 
Barons, Lords, Burgomaflers, Schcpens, Counfellors, as alfo Judges, Officers, Judiciaries 
and Regents, of all the good cities and places, whether ecclefiaftical or fecular, who lliall fee 
tlicfe patents, or hear them read : wc, Burgoinafters and Regents of the city of 
make known that the mafter of appealing before us, has declared upon oath, that 

the vcflel called of the burden of about lafts, which he at prefent navi¬ 

gates, is of the United Provinces, and that no fnbjefts of the enemy have any part or porn on 
therein, direftly or indirdftly, fo may God Almighty help him; and as we with to fee the Laid 
mafter profper in his lawful affairs, our prayer is, to all the before-mentioned, and to each of 
them feparately, where the faid mafter fhall arrive with his veflel and cargo, that they may 
pleafe to receive the faid mafter with goodnefs, and to treat him in a becoming manner, per¬ 
mitting him upon the ulual tolls and cxpences, in parting and repairing, to paft, navigate and 
frequent the pom, partes and territories, to the end, to ttanfacl the hufinefs where and in 
what manner he fhall judge proper; whereof we fliall be willingly indebted. 

“ In witnefs, and for caufc wliercof, we affix hereto the fcal of this city,” 

, In the Margin. 

“ By ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords, the States General of the United Ne¬ 
therlands. 

“ And whereas a convention, concerning vefleis recaptured, was at the place and on the 
day above-mentioned, concluded by the faid miniftcr plenipotentiary, on the part of theft- 
United States, with the laid plenipotentiaries on the part of the laid Lords the States Genet.d 
of the United Netherlands; and the fame hath been this day approved and ratified by rite 
United States in Cotigrcls allcmhlcd, as it is contained in the words following, to wit 
Convention between the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and the United 
States of America, concerning Vefleis recaptured. 

“ The Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and Vhe United States of Ame¬ 
rica, being inclined toeftablifh fome uniform principles, with relation to piizes made by veli’els 
of war, and commirtioncd by the two contrailing powers, upon their common enemies, and 
to vefleis of the l'ub|efts of either party captured by the enemy, and recaptured by vefleis of 
war commiflioned by either party, have agreed upon the billowing ai tides; 

“ Article I. The vefleis of either of the two nations, recaptured by the privateers of the 
other, fhali he refloted to the in ft proprietor, if such vefleis have not been four and twenty 

3 1 2 hours 
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1782 hours in the power of the enemy; provided the owner of the veflel recaptured pay therefore 
one-third of the value of the veflel, as alfo of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel; which 
third (hall be valued by agreement between the parties interefted, or if they cannot agree there¬ 
on among themfelves, they (hall addrefs themfclves to the officers of the Admiralty of the place 
where the privateer, who has retaken the veflel (hall have condu&ed her. 

“ II. If the veflel recaptured has been more than 24 hours in the power of the enemy, (lie 
lhall belong entirely to the privateer who has retaken her. 

“ III. In cafe a veflel lhall have been recaptured by a veflel of war belonging to the States 
General of the United Netherlands, or to the.United States of America, (he lhall be reftored 
to the firft owner, he paying a thirtieth part of the value of the (hip, her cargo, cannons and 
apparel, if (he has been recaptured in the interval of 24 hours, and the tenth part if (he has 
been recaptured after the 24 hours; which fums (hall be dillributed in form of gratifications 
to the crews of the veflels which (hall have retaken her. The valuation of the faid thirtieth 
parts and tenth parts (hail be regulated according to the tenor of the firft article of tire prefent 
convention. 

“ IV. The reftitution of prizes, whether they may have been retaken by veflels of war or 
privateers, in the mean time, and until requifite and fufficient proofs can be given of the pro¬ 
perty of veflels recaptured, lhall be admitted in a reafonablc time, under fufficient furcties fipr 
the obfervation of the aforefaid articles. 

“ V. The veflels of war and privateers, of one and the other of the two nations, fhall be re- 
ciprccilly, both in Europe and in the other parts of the world, admitted in the refpeftivc ports 
of each, with their prizes, which may be unloaded and fold according to the formalities ufed 
in the ftatc where the prizes (hall have been conduced, as far as may be confident with the 
twenty-fecond article of the treaty of commerce: provided always, that the legality of prizes, 
by the veflels of the Low Countries, lhall be decided conformably to the cuftoms and regula¬ 
tions eftablifhed in the United Netherlands; as likewil'e, that of prizes made by American 
veflels, (hall be judged according to the laws and regulations determined by the United States 
of America. 

“ VI. Moreover it (lull be free (or the States General of the United Netherlands, as well 
as for the United States of America, to make fuch regulations as they (hall judge ncceflary, 
relative to the condufl which their refpe&ive veflels and privateers ought to hold in relation 
to the veflels which they (hall have taken and conduced into the ports of the two powers. 

“ In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands, and miniftcr plenipotentiary of the United States of America, have 
in virtue of our refpeftive authorities, and full powers, figned tbefe prefents, and confirmed 
the fame with the feal of our arms, 

“ Done at the Hague, the 8th of O&ober, 1782.” 

This convention, was ratified in Congrefs, on the 23d of January, 1785. 

In confequence of the refolutions of the Britifh Parliament for an accommodation with the 
American Colonies, and the powers granted to the crown for negociating and concluding a 
general or particular peace or truce with the whole or with any part of that people, and for 
fufpending and fetting afide all former laws, whofe operations were in contravention to th.v 
purpofe. Inftru&ions had been difpatched to Sir Guy Carleton, who fuccceded Sir Hem y 
Clinton in the command of the Britifh aimy in America, to ufe his endeavours towards cariy- 
irg the fame into effefl. 


In 
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1781 In confluence of thefe inflruftions, the Britifh commander informed General Wafliington 
of the proceedings of Parliament, and of the commiflion that he had received ; and to accele¬ 
rate the purpofes of it, he demanded a paflport for Mr, Morgan, his fecretary, granting him 
permifiion to repair to Congrefs, General Wafliington, referring this requeft to that body, it 
pafi*ed a refolution in the negative. The idea of a general or feparate negociation with Great 
Britain, or of any treaty without the participation of France, was rejefted with much warmth 
by the various provinces of the union. They unanimoufly concurred in declaring, that no 
accommodation Ihould take place, which was not founded on the general conlent of the United 
States, and conformably to the flipulations made with the allies. The State of Pennfylvania in 
particular, refolved, that all men, or bodies of men, who Ihould agree to a feparate treaty 
with Great Britain, Ihould be confidcred as foes to the union, and that any proffers on the 
part of Great Britain, to the prejudice of their alliance with France, Ihould be rejefted with 
difda'm. It even palfed a declaration, that Congrefs itfclf pofleffed no right to frame any a£l 
tending to abrogate the fupreme authority and independence of any province of the union. 

In conformity to thefe l'entiments, Congrefs declared, at the fame time, that no amicable 
conference could be held with any commiflioners from Great Britain, without a preliminary 
acknowledgment of the independence of America, or withdrawing its fleets and armies from 
that country. Indeed, fo fufpicious were they of a fchifm in the States, Ihould opportunities 
be given for making fuch offers of advantage as mi£ht be expefted from the political intereft of 
Great Britain, that Congrefs, in order to preclude all hope of compaffing a feparate treaty, 
flrongly recommended that a watchful eye Ihould be kept againft the entrance of emiflaries from 
Britain into the United States; that no individuals coming among them under flags of truce, 
Ihould be allowed any communication with the inhabitants, but fuch as immediately related 
to the bufinefsthat brought them ; and even that no perfon coming from any part of tiie Brililh 
dominions Ihould, during the war, have admiflion into any of the United States. 

To bting about a peace, was an objeft of the moll anxious attention to the new adminiftra- 
t ion ; and, as the independence of America was granted, there did not fcctn to be any uncom¬ 
mon impediment in the way to prevent the immediate reftoration of general tranquillity ; and 
nt order to fettle the preliminaries and fmooth the way for opening a negociation in due lorn:, 
Mr. Grenville had been forlomc time in Paris. 

In the mean time, the death of the Marquis of Rockingham occaffoned another change of 
adminiftration ;—the Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox, Lord John Cavendish, and feveral others 
quitted their polls on this occafion,—when the Earl of Shelburne was appointed to the Trca- 
lury,—Mr. William Pitt was made Chancellor of the Exchequer,—Mr. T. Tovvnfliend and 
Lord Grantham, Secretaries of State,—and the Earl Temple fuccceded to the Lord Lieute¬ 
nancy of Ireland. 

The work of peace flill proceeded,—Mr. Fitzherbcrt, the Biitannic Miniftcr at Bruffels, 
was ordered to repair fo Paris, when he was appointed plenipotentiary on the part ol England, 
to ncgociate and conclude a treaty of peace with the miniffers of l rance, Spain and Holland. 
Mr. Ol'wald, a merchant of diftinguilhed commercial knowledge, was likewiie diipatched to 
'he fame place, as commiflioncr from the court of London, for treating oi peace with John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, four of the commiflioners ap¬ 
pointed for the fame purpofe on the part of the United States of America. 

On the 23d of November, the Lord Mayor of London and the Governor of the Bank re¬ 
ceded letters from the Secretary of State, which acquainted them, for the information of the 

public* 
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1782 public, and to prevent the lnifchicfs arifing from fpeculations'in the funds, that the negotia¬ 
tions carrying on at Paris were brought lb far to a point, as to promife a decilivc conclufion 
either for peace or war before the meeting of Parliament, which, on that account, was proro¬ 
gued to the 5th of December- 

On the 3d of December, the Lord Mayor, &c. received a fecond letter from the Secretary 
of State, which informed him, that provifionaljirticles had been figned at Paris on the 30th of 
of November, by his Majefty’s commiffioncrs and the coramilfioners of the United States of 
America, to be inferted in and conftitute a treaty of peace to be concluded, when terms of 
peace l'lsdi be agreed upon between Great Britain and France. 

Such was the lituation of public affairs when Parliament aflrmbled. The fpeech from the 
throne which opened this feflion was of unufual length, and comprehended every fubjedt which 
could, with propriety, be offered to the confideration of Parliament. 

It began with the atTurance that his Majefty had, lince the clofe of the laft feflion, employed 
his whole time in attending to the critical conjundlure of public affairs. It then ftated, that no 
time had been loft in putting an end to the profecution of offenfive war in North Ante: ie,i, 
and, after informing Parliament that he had offered to declare the colonics of North Amciica 
free and independent Hates, and that proviiional articles were actually agreed upon, to take 
effedl when the terms of accommodation could be finally adjufled with the court of France, his 
Majefty proceeds in the following ex^rreffive manner“ In thus admitting their feparatiou 
from the crown of thefe kingdoms, I have facrificcd every confideration of mv own to the 
wilhes and opinion of my people. I make it my humble and earned prayer to Ahnignty GoJ, 
that Great Britain may not feel the evils which might refult from fo great a difmemberment of 
tire empire; and that America may be free from thofe calamities which have formerly proved, 
in the mother country, how elfential monarchy is to the enjoyment of conftitutionai liberty.” 
The defence and relief of Gibraltar, &c„ and the fuhfequent condudl of the fleet, were men¬ 
tioned in terms of the higheft panegyric. Tile negotiations for a general peace were announ¬ 
ced as confiderably advanced,—at the fame time a perfect confidence was exprefied, that, if the 
expectations of compleating it fhould be fruftrated, the moft vigorous efforts would be uled in 
the further profecution of the war. The Hottfc of Commons was allured of the endeavours 
that had been, and would continue to he made, to promote cBcononay in the public expendi¬ 
ture, The payment of the debt ftill remaining on the civil lift, and the relief of the American 
fufferer*, were recommended to their confideration. Their attention was all'o called to the re¬ 
gulations that had been adopted in their incidental expences, fees, and other emoluments of 
office;—to the landed revenue of the crown, and the managements of its woods and forefts 
to the department of the mint;—>to the general flats of the public receipts and expenditure of 
the public debt;—and to fuch a mode ofconducting future loans, as to promote the means of 
its gradual redemption. The practice of payment by navy, oidnauce, and victualling bill-:, 
wasftrongiy reprobated ; and a more corredt method of making up the cllimates for the ferviee 
of the year was promifed. The high price of corn was then adverted to,—the frequency of 
theft and robbery was mentioned, and the prevention of thofe crimes, by correcting the pre¬ 
vailing vice* of the times, earneftly recommended. The liberal principles which had been 
adopted with regard to the rights and commerce oflrclatid, were mentioned with great appro¬ 
bation. A revifion of our whole trading fyftem, with a view of its greateft poffiblc extenfion, 
was recommended,—and forne fundamental regulation of our Afiaric territories was required, 
tiwtall foreign nations, in matters of foreign commerce, might pofiefs an entire and perfedt 
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1782 confidence in the probity, pun&uality and good order of the Britilh government. His Ma¬ 
jesty concluded this important fpeech with declaring, that the fpirit of the conftitution Ihould 
be the invariable rule of his conduit,—that he would reward merit on all occafions, and irt 
every piofeffion,—and that the temper, wii'dom, and difinteretledncfs of Parliament, collec¬ 
tively and individually, were ncccffaiy to enfure the full advantage of a government concluded 
on fuch principles. , 

Addieffes in the ufual ftyle were moved in both Houfcs, and carried nemine comradicente : but 
though tilde addrefies were voted without a diffentient voice, and even without any amend¬ 
ment being propofed,—neither the fpeech, nor the conduit of the new miniiters, efcapcd the 
feveie examination ot the oppofite party. During the fitting of Parliament previous to the 
Chrifimas recefs, a variety of difeuffions took place relating to the fubjeft of pacification, in 
which the abilities of adminiftration and its opponents, were difplayed with no common heat 
and acrimony : but the principal objeit was of too much importance to be affeited by any col¬ 
lateral confidcration,—and it feemed to be the prevailing opinion of all parties, that no impe¬ 
diment Ihould be thrown in the way of peace. After voting thanks to Governor Elliot, Lieu¬ 
tenant General Boyd, with the other officers, &c. employed in the defence of Gibraltar,—con¬ 
ferring the fame honour on Sir Edward Hughes, for his fervices in the Eafl Indies, and pal¬ 
ling the land tax and malt bills, &c. the Parliament was adjourned to the 21ft day of die ap¬ 
proaching month of January, 1783. 

Great Britain was not lingular in feeling a defire for the return of peace ; fimilar fentiments 
prevailed among all her enemies. Notwithftanding the incumbrances with which fhe was cp- 
preffed,—though deprived of her North American colonies, and greatly injured by fubfequent 
Ioffes, fhe had yet proved ftrong enough to refill their united powers. Her llrcngth was yet 
vigorous, and her rcfources were not yet exhaulted : the fpirit of her councils was not enfeebled, 
and the nation at large, however it might have been divided in regard to the American war, 
continued inflexibly refolutc in the determination to face all its enemies. 

France, the great fupport of the confederacy againil Britain, began to feel an alarming di¬ 
minution of thofe means by which flic had hitherto continued to maintain it. The expences 
of the war preffed very heavily upon her, as fhe had not only her own fleets and armies to i’up- 
porf, but was called upon by America for pecuniary, as well as other iupplies. Her trade had 
materially fullered in the beginning of the war, and the numerous individuals whole .ifiairs 
had been effentially injured at this period, had not yet recovered from their embanaffments. 
In 1 he European leas, though affiiled bv the whole naval power of Spain, fhe had not been 
able to make any imprdlion on the coaft or marine of Great Britain, or to prevent the ulual 
and eilablilhcd courf’e of its commerce. Her credit was, at length, beginning to totter,—while 
the Ameiicans were continually complaining of the tardincts ot her remittance;,, and did not 
hchtate to alcribc, in the moll unreferved manner, many of the di falters which betel them to 
her deficiencies in that particular. 

Spain, the other great member of the confederacy, was confidered, with great rcafon, as 
having ailed a. pact, upon this occalion, totallv incontitlcnt with the maxims Ihe ought to have 
adopted refpeiting America. The empire winch ihe had now been afi.-iling to f. m, itlclf in 
the northern part of that hemisphere, where ihe herlelt pofleflecl luch an extent of dominion, 
was incompatible with her intcrclls,—but in tins, as in many other inflanoes, the Spamfh 
nation was facrificed to miniltei iul intrigues, 1 he recovery of Jamaica in the new world, and 
of Minorca in the old, and, above all, of Gibraltar, was dei'eribed as a compensation which 
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1782 would amply repay the trouble and cxpence that might be occafioned by uniting with France 
in fupport of the Britilh colonies. Allured by fuch engaging reprefentations, and influenced, 
without doubt, by a regard to the family compact, the SpiJRiih court entered into this combi' 
nation againft Cheat Britain, without perceiving or duly confidffring the confequcnces of it. 
The capture of Minorca had lately renewed the fpirits of the Spanifh nation,—but the lubfe- 
qv.ent failure of their arms before Gibraltar, had caufed a very fuperior degree of depreflion. 
This monifyingcircumftance, with the complete relief of that fortrefs, in the face, and in de¬ 
fiance of the whole naval ftrength of the Houfe of Bourbon, together with the preceding defeat 
otThe noblctt fleet that France had ever fent to the Weft Indies, were events that convinced 
the ininiftry ot Spain how erroneoufty it had been led to expefl, that the humiliation of Great 
Biitain would be a work of facility, in the difficult circumftances whctcin fhe was involved 
by difputc with her refractory colonies, 

Holland, the laft member of the confederacy, in point of power as well as of time, had 
every reafon in the world to defire a termination of the quarrel in which flic had engaged.— 
Never had that ftate exhibited fuch fymptoms of debility as at the prefent moment. Its 
arfenals at home were empty, and its dependencies abroad without any adequate defence. Se¬ 
parated from its ancient and natural ally, it depended entirely upon France for the protcflion 
of its foreign pofleffions; fo that it was obliged to fubmit without referve, in all the tneafures 
of its government, to the will of the Vreach miniftry. In this precarious and fallen ftate, the 
Dutch could hardly be faid to have any power of their own, and were to be confidcred as no¬ 
thing more than the paflive inftruments of France, 

Such were the reciprocal fituations of the feveral belligerent powers, towards the clofe of the 
year 1782,—by which it appears, that however great their ambition, or violent their relent 
ments might be, they were all defirous of peace, as they were all in a condition to make it; 
Teftoring powers efiential to their future profperity. 

The diflentions and commotions at Geneva not only continued to increafe, but to be at¬ 
tended with the moft ruinous confcquences to that republic. By the original conftitution of 
Geneva, the fovereign power of the ftate was invefted in the general council, which confided 
of all the citizens. See.: but, by degrees, the magiftrates and fenatc had greatly increafed their 
own power, and diminifhed tire privileges of the people. Repeated complaints were made by 
the latter, that the former had exceeded their authority and encroached upon their rights.— 
The fenatc occafionally iropofed taxes, without the confcnt" of the general council; and the 
feverity with which the magiftrates and fenatc fonictimes putiilhcd thole who had cenfurcd and 
oppofed their attempts to extend the bounds of their authority, had contributed to increafe the 
number of malcontents. Such a ftate of things naturally ocoafioned frequent contcfts; and to 
prevent a continuance of difputes, the democratical party required a regular code of laws, 
which fhould be forlhe rulers the foundation of their authority, and for the people the know n 
ftandard of their obedience : mutual confidence was about to reft upon the bafis of public order 
and common fecurity, when by the intrigues of the ariftocratical party, this falutary projtft 
was defeated. The magiftrates not only employed the moft unjufiifiable pra£lices for the fup¬ 
port oftheir authority, and made the moft exaggerated reprefentations of the oppofition fet up 
againft them by the other citizens; but endeavoured to obtain the interference of foreign 
powers, and in this fatal meafure were unfortunately fuccefsful. The interpoiition of the 
court of France, and the two ariftocratical cantons of Zurich and Bern, greatly increafed the 

troubles of the republic, Tbefe mediators could not agree, and in the month of May, in this 

year 
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>782 year, a body of 12,000 troops, belonging tc the King of France, the Swifs Cantons and the 
King of Sardinia, formed the blockade of that city. In this flatc of things, the citizen:; found 
thcmfelves obliged to admit ffie troops within their walls; and the mediating powers pr.pased 
a new code of laws for the republic of (Geneva,—but fo inconfiftcnt with the liberties of the 
people, or the independence of the republic, that numbers of the citizens immediately rcfulv- 
cd to quit their country, and to feck feme other region where freedom might be enjoyed.— 
Some attempts were made to intcrcft the Britifh mimftry in the fate of that republic, hut this 
was not a moment for Great Britain to exert itfclf in fuch a caufc. It became a rifolution, 
however, of many of the citiz.cns of Geneva to quit their country and to fix their rdidence in 
Ireland, and agents were accordingly employed to procure them iittlements in that kingdom, 
where they met with the moft libel;-’ encouragement from the government, from the nobilitv, 
and fiom the nation at large. At an ailembly of the delegates of 34 different corps of volun¬ 
teers of the ptovincc of Lrinftcq it was unanimoufly relbived, “ That the virtuous citizens of 
■< L-neva, who wifhed for an afylirm in that kingdom from the hand of tyranny and oppidlion, 
dc k-rved their highefl commendation, and that they who cftablilhed thcmfelves in 1: eland 
Biould, upon every occafion, receive their utmoft attention and fuppovt.” 

The total number of vefleb; which ariivcd at Dantzig, during this year, amounted to 502, 
among which there was not one under Dutch colours ; and the number of thole which faded 
I or that port during the fame period, amounted to 549. Moft of the Dantzig velLls were at 
this time employed in carrying lliip-building timber to England, and had very high heights. 

The quantity of indigo imported into England from India during this year, was 23,575 
MR The indigo annually exported to Great Britain from America, on an average of three 
years, viz. 17/18, 1769, 1770, amounted to 602,973 lbs. 

The Canada files, which ate every fpring in London, of the furs and peltry lint the pre¬ 
ceding year, amounted in thi> year to 189,000!. 

It i-,. a eircmullar.ee which well deferves the public attention, that Rufiia, dining this year, 

i sported 350 tons of" candles, and that the has lowered the duties on that article ivli-m export¬ 
ed. Both the leap and candle trade are of confidcrablc benefit to Britain and 1 1 viand. 

The. average, quantity of rum imported for ten years irom 1773 to 1782, war. -\ot>.'.,‘\j.2 gal- 
!oii>,— ditto exported, 61 7,959. 

The nectftity of taking fomc cfllQnal means to prevent the fmuggling of wool, is evident 
horn the increalt of that practice. In 1770, the quantity leized was only 50 lbs :—m 17'Jo, 

ii had incrcafrd to 12,383 lbs, ;—and in 178.1, it amounted to 13.916 lbs. 

1 he number of Ihips which were employed from England in the whale hftieiv to D.o.'L s 
Streights and the Greenland Seas, during this year, amounted 1038; the bounty b; mg at 
30s. per ton. The war prevented any Dutch Blips from engaging, at prefent, in that inhere. 

The flatc of infurancc of Blips, at this period, was as follows: 

From London to the Well Indies, with convoy, to per cent, or 20 to return to. 

To Jamaica, with convoy, 12 per cent, or 20 to return 8. 

To New Yorkand Halifax, with convoy, 15 guineas per cent, or 25 to return 10, if Blips 
of force ;—without convoy, if fhips of force, 25 to return 8. 

To Cork, Waterford, and Dublin, 6 guineas per cent. 

I' rom Ireland to the Weft Indies, (except Jamaica) with convoy, 10 per cent, or •: fu 
return jo. 

To Jamaica, 12 per cent, or 22 to return 10. 

Vol. IV. 3 K. 
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From Ireland to Portugal, 15 to 20 per cent, to return 5 to lo, if with convoy. 

To the Mediterranean, an advance of 3 per cent. 

From the Well Indies to Great Britain or Ireland, witll convoy, 15 guineas percent.:—, 
without convoy, 20I. per cent, unlefs fhips of force. 

From Jamaica to any ports of Great Britain or Ireland, 25 per cent, to return 8, if with¬ 
out convoy ; or 16 per cent, warranted with convoy. 

From Liverpool, Briftol, and Glafgow, to New York, 25 to 30 per cent, to return 16 per 
cent, for convoy. 

To the Weft Indies, 20 per cent. 

To Jamaica 20 per cent, to return 8 for convoy. 

The revenues of Ruflia, at this period, appear, from the moft authentic accounts, to Le as 
follows:—reduced into flerling money. £. 

Poll tax, — — — * 1,900,000 

Crown lands, Great Ruflia, — 600,000 

Ditto, Little Ruflia, - 209,000 

Ditto, Poland, — — 300,000 

Ditto, in Swedilh conquefts, — 80,000 

Salt, — — — 520,000 

Hemp and iron, — — 370,000 

Pot alhes, — — 85,000 

Cuftoms, — — 260,000 

Baths and licenfed lioufes, — joo.coo 

Internal duties, — — 560,000 

Trade of Siberia, — 36,000- 

5,020,000 


T otal. 


Total revenues in Ruflia amounted, in V]2Q, 'to 2,000,000 

---in 1740, to 3,600,000 

--in 1760, to 4,100,000 

The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Great Britain for one year, ending with the 
35th of March in the prefent year, is as follows :—linen cloth, plain, 24,692,072 yards, value 
1,646,1381. 2s. 8d.;—linen, coloured, 767 yards, value 62I. 6 s. 4‘d. 

The quantity exported from Ireland to every other country, (cxclufivc of Great Britain) for 
©ne year, ending with the 25th of March in the prefent year, is, linen cloth, plain, 278,233 
yards, value 18,548!. 14s. 8d. , linen, coloured, 73,655* yards, value 5,984b qs. 9cl. 

The importation of woollen cloth from Great Britain and Ireland, during this year, was, 

lards. 

Old drapery, — — 362,824 

Hew drapery, — ~ 547 > 33 6 


Total, 


910,160 


The quantify of ribbands exported from Ireland in this year, was iglbs. 402s.; and the 
amount of the manufaftured filk exported, was 370 lbs. 3 ozs. 

The following is the export of cotton yarn manufactures and mixtures of cotton from Ire¬ 
land, during the prefent year:—cotton yarn, 8,798 pounds weight; manufacture and mixture 
of cotton to the value of 414b 7$. 


Export 
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1782 F sport of iron and iron ware from Ireland, in the fame period, was, hardware to the value 
of 22I. its. 48.; ironmongers ware, to 2I. 19s.; and wrought iron to the amount of 
7$cwt. 3 (jrs. 7 lbs. 

The export of ghtfs from Ireland in this year, was, bottles, 1,738 dozenglafs ware to 
the value of 172I. us. 

'J'lie importation of flocLings into Ireland, was as follows : 


Cotton, — 


Pair. 

— 20,490 

Silk, — 

— 

— — 360 

Silk, and Wotfled, 

— 

— — 34 8 

Thread, —• 

— 

— 39.717 

Woollen, — 

— 

— 1,617 

Woriled, — 

— 

— 9 , 6 i 7 


l.’.xport from Ireland of the fame article, in the fame period, was, 

Dozen. Pairs . 


Thread, 

Woollen, 

Worded, 


14 o 
139 o 
J 3 8 i 


The number of hats exported from Ireland in this year, amounted to 450. 

The value of the upholilery imported into that kingdom during the lame period, was 
3,9771. I Js . t i ’ cl. and the value of that exported, was 629I. iSs. 3d. 

The quantity oi hooks and paper exported from Ireland in this vear, was, books, unbound, 


5;; ovt. 14 lb.;—writing paper, 200 reams. 

An account of roods and merchandize, being the growth, product, or manufacture 
imported into Ciieat Hiitain, and Aom them.e exported to the kingdom of Ireland, horn tne 
25th oi Mauii, 1781, inclulive, to the 25th ol March, 1782. 

I ) 1 nominations* Qf a n r 1 1 v. V a lcz. 



i./'f. 1 awl's. 

£■ s. 

d* 

Stained Callico, — 

- 1,836 

4 S') '■ 

O 

White ditto, — 

CO 

6 

172 0 

0 

.Mulhn, — 

- 54,143 

9,006 16 

£ 


India Silks and Stuffs, 

Drugs, — — 

-- 

— 10,121 

7 

61- 

Cinnamon, — 

222 \ 

89 

eRi 

2 

O 

Cloves, — — 

5<12 

0 

O 

Mace, — — 

- 7-4 

2 :vo 

1 7 

6 

Nutmegs, — —* 

3*539 

1,769 

10 

0 

Pepper, — — 

43 - 401 J 

a > § 93 

9 

O 

Piemento, — — 

5,392 

269 

i2 

0 

Rice, — — 

91,882 

738 

6 

9 

Saltpetre, — — 

99,610 

2,248 

8 

9 

China raw Silks, — 

46,6944 

46,694 

3 

4 

Bohea Tea, — 

887,767 

88,776 

H 

0 

Green ditto, — 

433 ,- 4 S 

3 K 2 

129,974 

8 

0 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


444 

a. n. _ 

.1782 An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England anc 

Scotland. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1782. 

Briti/b 

Fo> rig 11 

1782. 

Quarters. 

England. 

Qis. 

Sirs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

6,497 

. 1,040 > 

Wheat, — 

76,079 

Wheat Flour, &c. 

124,495 

2 ' 3 J 2 

Wheat Flour, 

3 * 7 °° 

Rye, — 

3*994 

9 

- — 

— 

Barley, — 

28,351 

45 

Bailey, — 

n, 9 S 4 

Malt, — 

79 G 24 

— 


— 

Oats, — 

‘ 0,555 

7,018 

Oats, — 

33-753 

Oatmeal, — 

2,113 

40 

-- — 

— 

Beans, *— 

‘ 9*493 

226 

Beans, — 

3-619 

Peas, — 

Scotland. 

5-*33 

860 

Peas, — 

Scotland. 

4-553 

Wheat, —* 

55 2 

— 

Wheat, — 

666 

Wheat Flour, 

11*235 

— 

Wheat Flour, — 

250 

Bariev and Bear, 

12,935 

— 

Barley, — 

1,638 

Barley Meal, — 

28 

— 


— 

Malt, — 

7,062 

— 


— 

Oats, — 

1,089 

— 

Oats, — 

3.929 

Oatmeal, 

2,501 

— 

Oatmeal, — 

875 

Peas and Beans, 

416 

— 

Peas, — 

386 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the courfe of this year, amoun¬ 
ted to 42,281!. 3s. ujd. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 55I. 7s. id. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 5,633b 3s. 5'd. 

The duties on corn impoited into England, was 2,270b 2s. 7d. ; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 79b 14s. 6d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the flandard Winchcftcr bufhd, for 
this year, was as follows :— 

Wheat, 5s. 11 ?d. ; rye, 3s. 7^d. ; barley, 2s. 9|d.; oats, is. io’-d. ; beans, 3s, 3d. 

The feven following tables contain abundant matter of commercial intelligence. They flicw 
the amount of the principal American and Wefi Indian flaplc commodities, which were im¬ 
ported into or exported from Great Britain, during the year 1773, the inoft profperous of our 
commerce, and during 1782, the year of the mod general war the nation ever fuflained. Tire 
imports and exports of 1773, exhibit a view of our colony trade during its ufual courfe ; thofc 
of 1782 point out the circuitous courfe that the ingenuity of commercial enterprize had found 
for ventures, under the greateft embarrafiments. The tables which fuccecd, give the total ol 
the imports and exports of the before-mentioned flaplc commodities for a period of ten years, 
fhewing their fluftuations in peace and war, and the bad efteft of war on commerce. T hey 
ffccm to prove, however, that the duties laid on during the war, had no great effect on the 
imports, particularly of fugarand rum. 
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iii Account of SUGAR imported into and exported from Gr eat Britain for two years, viz. 
from Christmas 1772 to Christmas 1773, and from Chris tmas 1781 to 1782. 



' 

England, 1773- 

SCOTLAND, 1773. 

England, 1781. 

| Scotland, >781. 

! . 1 


Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

lmpoited. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

ihica, 

ewe, qts. Hi 

cwt. <irs. Ib 
26b 0 10 

cwt. qrs. Ib 

cwt, tjrs. lb 

cwt. c^rs. It 

cwt. or;;. Ib 

■ __ 

cwt. qrs. Ib 

cut. tjl’S. i’.: 





11, u 14 



), nm.il k k Norwiy, 

Country, 

,.i(i i ndits, 


< : 4 3 3 















1 v 




,<5 ° 11 








C6? 2 26 











v ci ninny, 


1 * 1 4 1 =■- 


f , , t 




T >>( 







1 .1 1 

iicmUud, 

f.l'.ind, 


— 

>47 * >4 


i 3 10 

— 



673 5 > * 

IK ot Man, - 




1 > 2 2 2 


7 ')'> 3 >^ 
7 1 0 



— 

1 74 3 ‘t 

— 

— 

— 



.,,.11.1, 



1 






• 1 

— 

— 

1 


— 







! 




j 





_ 



| 




3541 * 2 * 

j 




| 


i V’li.t \ , 


j 







!■> 3 4 

j 






K.tnd of CJucrnftv, 
n.iiit 1 of Jt ritry, 

A IjtU Annua* viz. 


! 














1 2<* 


i 


— 

£•19 1 11 

| 

ci 5 ; 1 c 

‘.*u Pn.v idsrncc. 

' J ‘ n ‘ K *'G 

;.at 

c,l l ~ 

24 I 4 

— ji — 

S? 7 5 

1 














? ° 


$4 * c‘ 

, 

" A O 12 



' U Kui.i-.d; 

•1 1 roui. i 'I.'!, 

1 2 

— 

— 

"O O o' 


_ 

> 4 ° » 0 

• » '1 i lx.. 


1 a f' 

— 

1 0 c 

2 CO P t 

— 


i 

‘■-ij SC“U..t, 

\ i 

* Jtf'M : .''v M U V l.'.nd, 

— 

— 

— 

J 0 o, 

— 

151 7 


1 V) J j 

irio 3 m 

1 j u 

: 

5 .3 3 0 

— 



1 

U.t-.e j. 




: 






Sof.Se , re 

— 

5 of 0 0 1 1 

20 1 11' 

> 44 ' s ' ' 1 

: 

c.40' 1 14 

1 ' 1 ? * 

-i«, 11» 1 ' 









' mi;,d.ifev, 

1 T 0 1 1 2 4 

1 c 

— 

11 2 14 

74616 O 0 

I! 


■ iimnicj. 

440 b i 7 

2 c 

— 

— 

— 

! 




1 ■) S 1 1 : :■ i 

■mm - i 

4 r. i 0 1 7 

*21 3 

— 

i 

(614; 1 '' 


l-muvca, 

1017091 i 7 

2 0 

40v>(\(» 3 1 

4 « 1 ? 7 

6 <40“" t 

— 

10 3 2 J 


3177 <‘ 0 i; 

27430 l II 








vv, s : 

— 

2<j 3.9 C i, 

, ,A 

- .1 


j 



v. Kill's 

I.UCI.I, 

V. \ intent‘s, 

’i.Minin’., Uemerjia, 

■i- 'Tliutnas’b, 

I'lliia:-,,, 

lofiijtii; t is 

-- 

4lSl| 1 : 

1 5 - P 24 


_ 

4 1 8 •. 1 f 

4 > > >4 

t«f. 9 f 1 7 


3 J * 

11 2 :" ; 















__ 

-— 

2 0 15 

> 4 >M % 1 - 
30U6 3 14 

— 

— 


30 3 aj 


654 1 1 > 

10 16- 

^ wOlU'.M*!, 

aiklaMi HUtuls, 
icr lll|ul,l", 

''‘‘lijiiiio Slime, 

' 4 taiU.ia, St. Croix, 











.. 





1,1 



_____ 









, 

. _ _ 

5 1 i6j 

1 








**43 3 >r 


1 2101 t 23 


>oi )3 > ;6 



1 

" r “*—* 




----1 


>731604 i 1 

143465 0 14 

7 0 2 ■' 7 a ai 

56673 1 

1 3*S *--5 3 >7 

05.76 1 *.! 

-•E ? 3 *8 

HiO 0 s*t 
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A» Account of R U M imported into and exported from Great Britain for two years, vis, 
from Christmas 1772 to Christmas 1773, and from Christmas 1781 to 1782. 



J England, 1773. 

| Scori.ANn, 1-73. 

1 

ii- 

1 Eng LAN 
>1 

i>, 1782. 

Scotland, 1782. 

Imported. 

j Exporred. 

| Imported. 

Exported. 

|| Imported. 

,1 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported... 


Gallons. 

i U.llun'. 

! G.i'lmis. 

Gallons. 

’ l Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gaitoiis. j 

A'lica, • . 

— 

*3 ‘Hi 

| --- 

— 


13287 

-- 


t auaiies, 

— 

tSK 

! -- 

— 

j ... 

— 

__ 

■ — 

D nm.iik &: Norw.iv, 

— 

1 J 7 !> 

t _ 

. _ 

I - , , 

10 1 

. 


; alt Country, 

— 

4143 

* - 

— 

— 

a in 

— 

___ 

KiU Indies, 

— 

Z \ ; O } 

!-- 

— 

— 

2361.4 

— 

--- 

}• models, 

— 

IO ; i T 

; - 

— 

— 

46424 

— 

—. 

fist many, 

j - 


:[ _ 

-. 

__ 

435 

_ 

—i 

(nccnland, 

] - 

— 

[ - 

— 


304 

__— 

___ ' 

Holland, 

j- 

1 S 1 

— 

’.1 ••<>! 

— 


— 

__ j 

ti eland, - 



— 

0 > i ’4 

— 

I 1411} 

— 

no«)i7 ’ 

Hit? of Man, - 

i - 

z : 

— 

.—.— 

— 

11072 


_____ | 

Inly, 

j- 

j 1 7 1 -' ■* ^ 

— 

— 

— 

1707 

_ 

___ 

Madeira, 

— 

— 

i -- 

— 

__ 

114 

—— 

_ 

Tortuga!, 

— 

"(!»> 

— 

i __ 

__ 

O 5 

_ 

___ 

Po’rllUl, 

-- 

-- 

-- 

I I 

_ 


_ 

___ 

Ruffin, 

— 

IQC, 

—i __ 

— 

-- 

4-0 

j - 

_ j 

N|i.un, 

— 

!■ 4 <>S 

— 

534 

— 

— 

{ - 

.—_ 

Sti eights. 

_____ 

atX 

— 


-- 


1 _____ 

_____ j 

Sweden, 

— 

I’-6 

_ 

— 

_ 

(>40 

; —_ 

r _ | 

Tuikey, 


3 ; -0 

— 

— 

—- 


; -- 

_i 

\ cnict*, 

j - 

l 3 A ~ 

__ 

._ 

_ 

373 ii —> 

, _ j 

iil.md of Guernfev, 

J - 

— 

j - 

— 

— 


1 

Jflami of Jerfrv, 

j -- 

— 

! - 

_ 

— 

—_ 

\ —— 

_____ j 

A.m ; tlwtru a, vi?. 

i 

t 

l 





j 

*Nc.v Providence, 

j'ir-,7 


; - 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— j 

Canada, 

-. 

-a- 

* —_ 

— 

— 

14 

— 


Car-has, 
iJfi.jJ-s 

>-'>4 

xt 

104. 

2 :.h 7 ‘ 

— 

< 7 * j 

— 



71 


— 


— 

--j 

— 

__ 
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— 


— 

- j 

— 

3 n j 

—-—. 

-- , 
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CJ t - 

4 — ! 

-- 



- j 

-- 

__ 
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r.M. \ rL- 

—— 

ic/i ‘ 

— 

-t 

— 

9416 j 

— 

j:- w . ; 


-' 

3 1 7 

iti 

— 

- • 

114 

3 

ui< > 

-- 

;i ' 4 r 1 

i v.iu, 1 vinii, 

A - f 

•— 

— 

? <\ - l 

... 

-. 1 

•-— 

__—, ; 

Vui ir--1 Maryland, 



73 

* 4*5 il 

_ 

__ j 

_ 

. .. 

ir.-ji fuj;s. 


' 1 ; 




1 


j 

Antigua, 

3 ***1 

-i 

5,0; r \ 

- Ij 

14 7.1 tj S 

489 


n.r . 

Anguilla, 

— 

- 1 

- r 

- jj 

70 

—— 

— 

-,i 

}iarbidi»c-9, 


4 -" : 

--— 

- <i 

6 "3 

949 

— 

I 

(JtMM - - j 


l ;;: j 

i :4 4: J 

.j 

— 

—— !l 

___ 

_1 

J :!!!-’ C -, . j 

199447'' 

>?.’-+1, 

12 74 1 H 



4 hh j 

Ii f d Cl 

1 -'4 
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il 4 l 
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— 
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-j 

— 

-- 

Nt-v ^ 

44 :f i 


-- 

-- ij 

i«;o 7 

- j 

-- 

— 
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__ 
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— 
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-- 

-il 
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— 

—— 
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—— 
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>3*7981 

3 V - 1 45 1 

«£« 74 .il 

»3 h 43 v i • 






OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


An Account of TOBACCO imported into and exported fromGREAT Britain, for two years, 
viz. from Christmas 1)72 to Christmas 1773, an ^ from Christmas 1781 to 1782. 


ENGLAND, 1775. 

Imported. Exported, 

lb. 

Africa, - * *-- 

Cun.mcs, * - 1 

\)n u it wi: k 11 n«I Nor way, - 

K.ft CuUntty, -- 

Kilt iiidiu, - - - 


.. 

del?;, 

F< it 

ft, 

(.», 1 

n.»Liy, 

t;.. 

l.iaud. 

11 ,i|. 

<l (1 d , 

J.t! 

till, 

I lit: 

j{ Man 

‘ v 

, 

Mi, 

cit a, 

1 ’ HI 

n K J, 

J’u',1 

id, 


Uullkt, - -- 

S.'ii'i*, - - —- 

- * - 

b’M dt n, - - ——- 

Vcniu*, - - - 

Eland Gncrnfey, - 

liUnd • t U-ifry, * - - 

^ S ’ 'A# r* .4 tit viz. 

j, - . of.} 

F : 1 .d.i, * - j- 

Glo'-.u* - - I 4 k 

I lodlnn's n iV, - j - 

N_\«. Lnj’l.md, - | - 

Ncufrundhiid, « i - 

NcuY„:k, - -! 

Eovu Svnt:«, • - i —— 

ftm./v! varna, - -1 *- 

Vu^uiia iS. Maryland. - 

Ifaji ItUiss. 

* *- 

iVjMUliic.!, - ._ 

Grenada, - - - 

Ivloi.'lu tar, . -- 

Nevis . . _ 

Kan’s, • - _ 

&t- 1-ucia, - . 

bt. \ metre’s, 

bt.Mimn'^Dcmerara, - 

‘■it. TiuunasN, - - 

I obatfo, - . __ 

'G’ltola, - -_ 

New Orleans, - - 

Hondunis, - __ 

knikland I Hands, —. 

Bermudas, • -- 

Mufquiio Shore, - -- 

BiUltatia and St. Croix, *-- 


559**952 































448 AN HISTORIC" A I. ANT) C II HO N O 1,0 C I C A 1. DEDUCTION 

Au Account of R ICE impo.tcd into and exported fioniGaEAT Britain, for two years, viz. 
from Christmas j772. 10 Christmas 1773, and from Christmas .1781 to 1782. 


Eng i.a:\ o, 


Imported. 


Africa, 

C.Hiant<, 

Dcnni.nk and Norway, 
•KiP Country, 

Kart Indue,, 

T'landcii., 

France, 

Gci many, 

C * 1 \ 1 nI.,<; J, - • 1 

Holland, - - j 

Lchind, - -* | 

I lie oi Man, 

iMiv, 

JM.uItira, 

Portugal, 

Poland, 

Rufiia, 

Spam, 

St mights, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice, 

l(laml of Guernfey, 
Eland of Jn fey, 

North America^ viz. 
New Providence, - 
Canada, 

Carolina, 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

Hudion’s Bay, 

New England, 
Newfoundland, 

NewYosk, - 
Nova Scot in, 
I’ennfylvama, 

Virginia & Maryland, 
K’eji Indies, 
Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

lkirbadoes, 

Dominica, 

Clpcuada, 

Jamaica, 

Monfervar, 

Nevis, 

Sr. Knt’w, 

St. Lucia, 

St. Vincent’s, 
Si.M^rtin*$,Demciara, 
Sr. Thomas’s, 

Tobago, 

Tortola, 

New Orleans, 
Honduras, 

•Falkland 1 Hands, 
Iteimudus, 

Mufquico Shore, 

EuiLtia and St. Croix, 



.\$:<L>2')Q t 5 
72469 1 xo 


1457*** * *3l30i334 3 































OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 449 

An Account of INDIGO imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two years, 
viz. from Ciiristm as 1772 to Christmas 1773, and from Christmas 1781101782. 


Africa, 

Canaries, 

Denmark & Norway, 

Kaft Country, 
hall Indies, 

Man dor;*, 

Trance, 

Germany, 

Gieenbnd, - * 

Holland, 

Ireland, - 
Hie of Alan, 

Italy, 

Mulct ra, 

Portugal, 

Poland, 

Ruiiia, 


Spam, 

Stieiglits, 

Sweden, 

"lurkty, 

Venice, 

Bland of Guernfey, 

HI tnd of Jerfev, 

Notth America , viz. 
"New Providence, 
Canada, - 
Carolina, 

Plntida, 

c >- 

Hud ton's Bay, 

New England, 
Newfoundland, 

New York, 

Nova Scotia, 

Pen nfy l vania, 

Virginia A Maryland, 
li'cjl Itid.es, 
Antigua, 

Angmlla, 

Tfathadoe*, 

Dominica, 

Grenada, 

Jamaica, 

Moniferrat, 

Nevis, - 
*0. Kut’s 
S r . Lucia, 

Sr. VmcdfiPs, 

St. Marin* **, Demerara, 
St. Thomas's, 

’robago, 

'I ortoln, 

N'evv-Or’eans, 
Honduras., * 

Pa.kland Iflands, 
Bermudas, 

Muiquiio Shore, 

ft?- Euftatfa, St.Croix, 


England, 1773. 

: 

Scotland, 1773. 

England, 17K2, 

Scotland, 1782. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Ex ported. 

J Imported. 

Exported. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

ib. 

lb. 

lo. 

1 ' 1 

4023 

414 



— 

£267 

-- 

— 






—■ 

, .. 



* 55 ?S 

78070 

1 “ 1 “ 


~ 

fi ? 4 n 

X5O7C) 

44049 

4X72; 

I I b 7 7 O 



26701 


" 




’ 

656 




5 "443 


' ' - 






7 . TOO 

4.352 

b~ 7 Ql 







443 




V 


' 



°3 .3 



' 


*07527 






" 

_ _ 







20 

735 



2730s • 



" ' " 





""" ” 

,.. . 

69347 

2220 


• 


33 5*5 



17442 



2 00 


' 







4737* 

*3333 

13245 




** 59 * 


' 




* 


j 





r 






1 110 










' 

5760 

t + 3 

! 




— 





54 * ‘ 


' 1 



•1S1 r 

I 

125533 



1 468^ 

S 5 I«o 


s 



Ul_Ul.IL.LJJ 


7 f >7 




, _,J 



130,0 



' '. ' ' 

*>339 










• 





1 Soo 




I T 660 


2803 

" 






*=>945 

343* 



J 





86 

346 

i 





1 

1 








I 








| 

S 75 




IOOO 

6 6 7 y z 
471-Sj 

















23368 













1 















1 

•' 1 








10 . 1 








■ 242 
6 S 43 
4050 
37872 
<>4200 • 











2 2 00 











982 























C <V%o 

2 7 749 




2900 


.*07 



IIHI. I 





_ 1 




1 


. 



1 



51 k s, 5 2 j 

604898 ij 

2924 1 

— '1 

5^9443 

*82362 ! 

3992 1 .— i 


3 1. 


Voi.. IV 




HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


An Account of COCHINEAL imported into and exported from Gr.e at Brit a in, for two years, 
viz. horn Christmas 1772 to Christmas 1773, am* from Christmas 1781 to 1782. 


Alika, 

Canai its, 

Denmaik Ac Noiway, 
Kali Country, 

Kilt Indies, 

1 -landers, 

trance, 

Germany, 

Greenland, 

Holland, 

Ireland, - 
I He of Man, - 
Italy, - 
Madeira, 

Portugal, 

Poland, 

RulTia, 

Spain, 

Streighrs, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

Venice, 

lfland of Guernfey, 
lfland of Jecf'ey, 

North America, viz. 
New Providence, 
CAnada, 

Carolina, 

Florida, 

Georg-a, 

Hudfon's Bay, 

New England, 
Newfoundland, 
NewYmk, 

Nova Scotia, 
Pennlyivaina, 

Virginia A Maryland, 
\l\ji la.tics. 
Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

Barlnid cs, 

Dominica, 

Grtn.v’n, 

Jamaica, 

Momferrar, 

Nevis, 

Sr. Kite’s 
Si. Lucia. 

St. Vint’. nt's. 

St.Martin's, Demer.ira, 
St. Tlumm’s, 

Tobago, 

Tortola, 

New Or’car.s, 
Honduras, 

Falkland lilands, •• 

jW&Cntmo Shore, 
■tlBUftutia, St, Croix. 
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OF T If t ORIGIN O C O M M E R C E. 

An Account of CO} ; FE F. imported ijuo and exported from Git fat Britain, for two years j 
viz. from Christmas 177?. to Christmas 1773. :u "f from Christmas 1781 to 178.1. 


lvKia.AMi, 17:3. ii Scotland, 1773. f 

_ _____;i.___Ij 

l*or. Plant. K. Judies. Brit. Piantu.' H»r. Plant. iliiit. ir. Pun*J 

Imported, nnported. | expnltd! exported, j exported. ;j imported. 1 exported, j 

cwt. qrs.lbcwt. qrs.lb'cwt, qrs.lb cut. qrs. lblcwt. qrs.ibjlcvvt. qrs.Ib’cwr. qis.lbj 

- - ] , 2J io a ,r.l - tj - i - I 


Africa, - - | 

Canaries, - - ; 

Denmark ami Norway, 1 
Kill Country, - j 
dl Indies, - 
Hinders, - - ! 

loanee, - - 1 

Germany, 

Giceulnnd, 

Holland, 

11 eland, 

file of Man, - ] 

Italy, - - j 

M idesra, - - ! 

Portugal, * - ! 

Poland, 

Uuffia, 

Spain, 

Srrcights, 

Sweden, 

Turkey, 

\ or.tee, 

J Hand of Guernfey, 

J (land of Jerfey, 

Not th An:ft ia*, v i z. 
New Providcucc, « 
Canada, 

Caio'ina, 

VI orid a, 

Georgia, 

11 ad Ion's B ty. 

New Holland, 

Ncu ft uudland, 

Nc‘v V ot k, - 
N >va Scotia, 

Pen nly Iv.i nm, 

Virginia iV Maryland, 
H cji Indies. 
Antigua, 

Anguilla, 

Rubadoes, 

1 iom mica, 

Grenada, 

Jamaica, 

iMojuferrat, 

Nevis, 

Sr. Kill's, • 

St. Lucia, 

St. Vincent’s, 

St Martin's, Demtraro, 
St. Thomas's, 

Tobago, 

Tort oJ a, 

New Orleans, 
klomtuias, 

Falkland J Hands, 

Bcimudas, 

Molquito Shore, 
KuihitM and St. Croix. 


| i X ?. o <) 14 $ 6 i 2 : - 

I O “ M _2 7 1 ,l; —— 


4 ' 

2 

8 

26508 

3 

0 < 17*9 2 

6 .4 

3 

16 

1 2»S1 

0 

9 w; 2 

24X 

0 

S 

60 

3 

6j —-— 

4 r < 3 

7 

c 

<r ?3 

2 

14 ’ ,:; 4 0 


i) * z h 

_/_J °! 

9 14 ' a 3 : 

llO Z » 2.1 


I I 3 2 2 6 110 2 121 -— 

I 

2 1 3 14 <*. 1)1)0 O -— 


i $ o -—— z 

3 7 0 M- - 

z 1 1 1.1 1 Wo o o —— 


3.3 * 22- 

- 15709 t 1cX562 o k, 
17696 2 O 

- 3770 * 5 - 

600 3 25 ■ —— — - 


7 34 ^ 0 6 


4 CZ 


(.4 1 13 — 


y sp T- ? 
% r. a 'X 


„=> * O T) ~ 

a. r - 


l- t>» n 
N 

<** •» o O cr 


I449S8 2 198742 o *6(3899 1 >4*4?319 0 v OoSn o *2 j 69 1 9* * 5 i i<» . 

3 JL 2 





451 an historical and chronological deduction 

A. T>. 

17S2 Totals of Sugar, Rum, Melasses, Tobacco, Indigo, Rice and Cochineal, 
imported into and exported from England, for ten Years, ending at Chriftmas, 178a. 

SUGAR. 


Imported into England. Exported from England. 

London. Out-ports. Totals. 


liars. 

Cwf. {fj. /Ar. 

Cwt. jrJ. /A 5 . Cw/. 1 

jrs. lbs. 

Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

1 773 

1,731,664 3 1 

59,017 0 3 86,448 

0 11 

145,465 0 14 

1774 

1,962,403 1 O 

103,461 2 21 81,412 

3 21 

181,874 a 14 

1 775 

1,940,069 0 2 

192,715 1 21 106,134 

2 24 

298,850 0 17 

1776 

1,669,066 0 4 

52,962 3 21 138,609 

2 I 

191,572 1 22 

1777 

1 >335.421 0 20 

34,025 0 4 94,266 

2 6 

128,291 2 10 

1778 

*>403,995 * *3 

12,560 3 8 68,203 

I 2 

80,764 0 10 

1779 

1,441,945 3 1 

7>462 3 15 55>685 

1 2 

63,148 0 17 

1780 

*’3*8>5 i 5 9 9 

14,627 2 24 82,507 

O 17 

97,*34 3 *3 

1781 

1,026,177 0 14 

39,000 2 0 95,036 

3 8 

134,037 1 8 

1782 

*>3*5>025 3 *7 

6,665 0 17 78,51* 

R U M. 

2 10 

85,176 2 27 

Imported into England. 

« Exportedfrom England. 

London. Out-ports. Totals, 

Years. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

1773 

2,138,631 

464,59* 

364,212 

828,803 

1774 

*>7°5>33 8 

309,020 

3 2 9,363 

638,383 

*775 

2>3°9>977 

166,515. 

523,786 

690,301 

1776 

3-346>759 

224,267 

241,410 

465,677 

1777 

2,069,644 

248,216 

574,064 

822,280 

177S 

2,457,084 

139,521 

486,869 

626,390 

*779 

2,161,878 

251,004 

481,654 

732,658 

1780 

1,621,148 

483,355 

337,*74 

820,529 

1781 

1,229,987 

1*6,373 

45,859 

162,232 

1782 

1,587,98* 

M 

117,232 

E L A S S E S. 

274,913 

392, *45 

Imparted into England. 

Exported from England. 
London. Out-ports. 

• Totals. 

Years. 

Tiwr. ewr. frr. /As. 

Yens. cwt. qrs. lbs. Tons. cwt. 

jrr. /3 j* 

Ions. cwt. qrs, lbs. 

*773 

6l 6 2 20 

7 6 3 24 00 

O 0 

7 6 3 24 

*774 

27 2 1 17 

26 8 2 6 00 

0 0 

26 82 6 

*775 

74 5 2 ** 

0000 7 11 

2 21 

7 11 2 21 

* 77 <> 

256 13 1 2 

0000 0 15 

O O 

0 15 0 0 

*777 

5 ** 9 * 24 

29 9 2 12 61 1 

2 2 

90 11 0 14 

>778 

637 *5 * 27 

27 8 0 24 145 10 

2 4 

17a 18 3 0 

*779 

59 *4 0 2 * 

9 4 0 24 13 11 

3 IO 

22 16 0 6 

1780 

28 16 1 14 

0 10 0 24 4 17 

1 8 

5 7 2 4 

1781 

0400 

0000 00 

0 0 

0000 

S-« 

OO 

12 7 0 2 

0000 00 

0 0 

0000 


TOBACCO, 
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T O 

B A C C O. 



Imported into England. 


Exportedfrom England. 




London. 

Out-ports. 

Tot ai.s. 

Tears. 

Pounds fVt. 

Pounds JVt. 

Pounds JVl. 

Pounds IVt. 

*773 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

55,928,957 

0 0 

35,248,119 
* 0 0 

15,138,806 

O O 

50,386,925 

O O 

Total, 

55,928,957 

35,248,119 

15,138,806 

50,386,925 

1774 Not Prize, 
Piize, 

56,048,393 

0 0 

29,125,332 
0 0 

15,694,519 

O O 

44,819,851 
O 0 

Total, 

56,048,393 

29 > 12 5,332 

15,695,519 

44,819,851 

1775 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

55,965,463 

0 0 

33,769,986 
0 0 

10,110,879 

O O 

43,880,865 
O O 

Total, 

55,965,463 

33,769,986 

10,110,879 

43,880,865 

1776 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

7 > 2 75>°37 

0 0 

13,729,926 

0. 0 

2,791,486 

O 0 

16,521,4x2 
O 0 

Total, 

7 . 275.037 

13,729,926 

2,791,486 

16,521,412 

1777 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

233,722 

1,912,329 

1,996,960 

332,512 

575,934 

O O 

2,572,894 

332,512 

Total, 

2,146,051 

2 , 329,472 

575-934 

2,905,406 

1778 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

655,124 

8,422,029 

609,481 

325,839 

762,412 

3 6 0,443 

1,381,893 

686,282 

Total, 

9 . 077 >i 53 

935,320 

1,122,855 

2,068,175 

1779 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

4 . 3 6 5 >"S 

9,652,316 

458,856 

1,148,825 

534,041 

1 , 562,714 

992,8)7 

2 , 7 H ,539 

Total, 

14,017,431 

1,607,681 

2,096,755 

3,704,436 

i';8o Not Prize, 
Prize, 

7 , 354,405 

4,944,767. 

402,269 

502,183 

1 , 341,276 

577,277 

1 , 743,545 

1,079,460 

Total, 

12,299,172 

904,452 

I> 9 l 8,553 

2,823,005 

1781 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

5 . 13 1 * 6 3 ? 
6,255,086 

867,579 

1,204,959 

1,331,929 

546,348 

2,199,508 

1 , 751,307 

Total, 

11,386,725 

2,072,538 

1,878,277 

3 , 950,815 

1782 Not Prize, 
Prize, 

4,414,840 

2,788,422 

557 > 9 6 7 

612,752 

I,l 6 l ,022 

197,405 

1,718,989 

810,157 

Total, 

7,203,262 

1,170,719 

1 , 358,427 

2,529, 14 6 


RICE, 



4 .H 

A N 

HISTORIC AI 

ASP C 1 IROSOI. 0 G 1 CAI : 

DEDUCTION 



A. I>. 

1782 

Imported into England, 

Tears, Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

R I C 

London. 

Cwt. qrs. 

E. 

Exported ft om England. 
Out-ports. 

/£.t. Cwt. qrs. lbs. 

Totals 
Cwt. qts. 

//.■ 


’773 

457,122 

1 

23 

73.933 

2 

5 

287,401 

I 

J 3 

3 6 1.334 

3 

18 


1774 

4 2 S> 3.59 

3 

20 

67»536 

0 

18 

236,651 

2 

8 

304,187 

2 

26 


1 77 S 

577.149 

0 

22 

59>782 

i 

1 

323,698 

O 

18 

383,480 

1 

>9 


1776 

6,436 

0 

27 

36,420 

0 

8 

6,682 

3 

>5 

43,102 

3 

•1 ■> 
- .!> 


1 7 77 

13,016 

1 

20 

20,047 

1 

25 

5 *47 7 

1 

6 

25.524 

3 



1778 

n, 43 > 

0 


5.°49 

2 

21 

4,861 

2 

22 

f>91X 

1 

’5 


1779 

6 5 

0 

14 

S 7 <> 

2 

5 

1,018 

1 

0 

J .594 

n 

3 

5 


1780 

00 

N> 

to 

A 

.0 

14 

721 

0 

6 

204 

0 

16 

925 

3 

2 2 


1781 

40,146 

2 

12 

’ 5 . 0.55 

0 

4 

5.696 

2 

*9 

20,751 

2 

A , 
•*- .5 


1782 

2,716 

2 

2 

4.294 

3 

2 

' ’.063 

0 

6 

5-357 

3 

8 


INDIGO. 

Imported into England. Exported from England. 




London, 

Out-ports. 

Totals 

Tears. 

founds IVt. 

Pounds fit. 

Pounds li t. 

Pounds H i. 

’773 

1,518,552 - 

596 . 39 ’ 

8,507 

604,898 

074 

1,917,055 - 

640,510 

7 .h 8 

647,628 

1 7 75 

2,454,811 - 

611,025 

’ 3.745 

624,770 

1776 

785,671 - 

448,377 

6,654 

455 , 03 1 

1777 


269,687 

’4,169 

283,856 

1778 

756,798 - 

151,870 

19,205 

171,075 

1779 

733.730 -- 

222,538 

58,10s 

280,646 

1780 

511,549 —- 

238,306 

84,081 

322,387 

1781 

1,032,610- 

593 - 75 ’ 

72,459 

666,210 

1782 

569,443- 

141,214 

41.148 

182,362 


c 0 c 

H I N E A 

L. 



Imported into England. 


Exported from England. 



London. 

Out-ports. 

Totals. 

Years. 

Pounds H't. 

Pounds fft 

. Pounds IVt. 

Pounds /I t. 

’773 

169,245 - 

44.093 

Co 

44,153 

’774 

238,415 - 

44.695 

0 

44.695 

1775 

198,053 - 

59.948 

188 

60,136 

1776 

211,147 - 

37,200 

405 

37,605 

’777 

’ 94.159 - 

18,888 

39 S 

19,283 

1778 

’ 30.255 - 

21,913 

2,047 

23,960 

1779 

100,891 -- 

8,780 

4,742 

’ 3,522 

1780 

99.057 - 

8.744 

3,758 

12,502 

1781 

124,566 - 

12,713 

5,307 

18,020 

J782 

104,216 ——- 

. ’ 0,445 

4,220 

14,665 


An 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


455 

. i). 

782 An Account of all Rice, Indigo, Cochineal, Tobacco, Sugars, Mel asses and 
Rum imported into Scotland for ten Years, ending at Chriftmas, 1782. 



RICE. 

INDIGO. 

COCH I-j 
NEAL. 

TOBACCO. 

SUGARS. 

MELASSES. 

I 

[RUM. 

! 

MANUFAC¬ 

TURED. 

VNMANVFaC- 

T U K T. I). 

YEARS. 

cwt. qrs. 

hi. 

lb. 

cwt. 

qrs 

lb. 

Ib.» 

it.. 

cwr. 

717. 

cwr. cjrj* 

ib. 

t'diioitS. 

1 7 7 3 

11,842 2 

6 

2,924 

0 

0 

O 

0 

44 . 543,050 

70,287 2 

21 

12 1 

20 

143 , 6 5 .: 

1774 

241 2 

24 

6,690 

0 

0 

O 

3 ° 

41,348,295 

66,157 0 

10 

12 1 

29 

183,602 

1 77 s 

S «9 i 

24 

4,37 * 

1 

0 

O 

0 

45,863,154 

81,000 2 

21 

0 0 

0 

188 , 1531 - 

1776 

0 0 

0 

5 a '39 

0 

0 

O 

100 

7 > 4 2 3 ’ 3 6 3 

57,135 3 

8 

22 2 

2 

1268,058 

1777 

94 3 

4 

'.523 

0 

0 

O 

267 

294,896 

80,253 3 

4 

253 0 

0:;2O0,o8+J 

1778 

1,596 0 

0 

22,156 

0 

0 

O 

6 

2,884,374 

117,285 2 

4 ! 

545 1 

I 

'511,820 

*779 

3 * * 

2 3 

28,247 

0 

r 

0 

12 

3,138,464 

97,481 0 

'2j 

2,939 ° 

0 

.7 

i 94 > 3 S 2 

1780 

220 1 

4 

6,318 

0 

0 

17 * 

1 57 

5, 1 25,638 

77,041 3 

>o| 

803 1 

22:j 145,62 5;- 

17ST 

2,682 3 

'3 

16,042 

0 

1 

2 

100 

1 »95 2 > 2 43 

58,379 1 

11 

0 0 

O >44521: 

1782 

0 0 

0 

3.992 

0 

1 

26 

175 

2,624,807 

57,487 3 

18 

0 0 

O 

* 5 °, 738 ’ 


An Account of all Rice, Indigo, Cochineal, 
Rum exported from Scotland for ten Years 


Toiiacco, Sugars, Mi-lasses and 
, ending at Chriftmas, 1782. 



R. 1 C E. 

INDIGO. 

IS 

'1 

32 

U 

r\ 

0 

T O B 

ACC O. 

S U G 

A R S. 


ME!. AS¬ 
SES. 

MANlit AC* 

TDKED. 

UNMANUFAC¬ 

TURED. 

n ?,m i. d. 

RAW. 


.: ar 

cwt. tir.% 

lb 

lb. 

b. 

lb. 

Ib. 

cwt. tjrs 

lb. 

CWt CJIS 

lb 

cwr. fji •. 

In. 

* 773 ( 1 * 0 - 54 * 3 

l6 

O 

0 

41,783 

46 , 347,735 

',235 * 

18 

55,438 0 

7 

0 0 

0 

5774:! 73 0 

O 

18 

0 

62,742 

33 ' 794 , 3 2 2 

1,576 2 

8 

38,911 3 

>9 

0 0 

0 

575 

5 0 

O 

0 

0 

95 , 3 S 2 

30,228,949 

f, 3 S 4 3 

24 

46,178 i 

c 

3 0 

7 

■< /?& 

0 0 

0 

0; 

0 

234,216 

23,467,162 

1,742 2 

4 

30,087 2 

7 

40 1 

25 

577 

1,244 3 

7 

672! 

0 

109,009 

5,406,668; 

4-343 * 

I 2 

34,899 2 

3 

215 2 

5 

578; 

1,413 2 

I! 

245I 

0 

77,986 

2,296,622! 

2,488 1 

0 

A 

63.056 2 

3 

96 2 

0: 

1 779 ! 

v 



0 

128,923 

2 , 339 > () 49 i 

1.456 0 

2 

48,634 t 

2 

651 0 

n 1 

.•> 

i } 80 

0 0 

0: 

696 

0 

102,304 

3,024,867, 

2,653 3 - 

>9 

27,045 0 

1 

569 0 

26 

; 7 X1j 

860 2 

15! 

2,680' 

0 

213,322 

>, 574,735 

1,308 2 

9 

37,719 0 

11 

840 3 

2° 

. 782! 

664 1 

27! 

o| 

0 

2 33,458 

700,837. 

878 3 

2 

8,060 1 

■*•4 

216 3 

1 2 


R V M. 


72,338! 

5 °. 7 4 5 

48,57 5. 
I JO, 20 6 
180,5487 
400, ] 33 

56,951 
63,243 
.3 r ,w' 


The apparent minutenefs of the foregoing tables, will, we hope, be fuflicicntly attonrd for 
fry their ulefulnefs. By detail only, in fuch matters, we arrive at certitude. It is eaiy to per¬ 
ceive the inert-ale or decline of a general commerce, hut we can only clifrover the caufes ]>i o- 
ilueing thcle cffcfls, by examining the component parts,—by ohferving their vaiious move¬ 
ments, their advantages and drawbacks. It is this that gratifies the intelligent and relieving 
mind. One thing mu ft particularly Alike 11s in perilling thefe tables, and that is, the 
ationifhing manner in which the commercial national fpirit maintained its level, and role- 
above the prcflure of the mod formidable and extended maritime war this country ever expe- 
lienccd. This is eminently obfervable in our Weft India trade, againft which the naval force 
of the enemy was principally direftccl; for, excepting the calamitous year of 1781, when thofe 
loituitous caufes, which frequently blaft the moft vigorous exertions of human induflry, oc- 
< aliened a confiderable failure in our imports of fugar and rum, no very ftriking diminution is 
to be perceived during the courfe of the war; at leaf!, not in any manner proportionate to 
?• what 
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• 782 what, the exigencies of the times might warrant. Our American trade, however, during the 
fame period, prefents us a different afpeft, where the buffnefs of war put, in a great meafurc, 
an entire fiop to that of commerce : fuch cafual interruptions are fometimes indeed unavoid¬ 
able, but they fftould be obviated as foon as poflible; for no war, even the nioft fortunate, if 
continued fora length of time, can be profitable to a commetcial people. 

Having now arrived at that period, when commerce is once more about to return to its 
cuftomary channels, we fhali again refume our account of the national exports and imports. 
It would have afforded but little fatisfa&ion to have purfued this fubjeft, amidft tliofe diffrac¬ 
tions and embarraffments infeparable from a ffate of hoftility, fince nothing decifive could be 
fairly deduced therefrom; for, in fuch a flate, things being thrown out of their natural order, 
many of our trading intcrcourles entirely cutoff, and all, in a greater or fcfler degree, ob- 
ftrufted, no juft eftimate can be formed of the aggregate balance, or what (hare our ulual trade 
with particular countries has in railing or depreffmg it. For the gratification, however, of 
thole who may wifli to know tire fituation of our commercial affairs at ibis trying period, we 
have fubjoined an account of them during the laft two years of the war; where, even there, 
they will find caufe for exultation ; fince, fo far from falling into that annihilation which was 
predifled by fome vifionary fpeculifts, it ftill maintained a moll rcfpeftable footing, and fully 
evinced the impra&icability of fuddenly dcmolifhing a vaft commercial ftru£turc, when once 
founded in wildom, dirc&ed by judgment, and lupported with vigour and the genuine 
fpirit of enterprise. 

An Account of the V alue of allGooos, Wares and Merchandize, exported from, 
and imported into Scotland, from Christmas, 1780, to Christmas, 1782, dif- 
tmguifhing each Year and Place. 


From Christmas 1780, From Christmas 1781, 
to Christmas i 781. to Christ m a s 17S2, 



Value of Goods, 


Value of Goods, 

he. 

Value of Goods, 

Ac. 

Value of Goods., 

(*TC. 

r L A C E s. 

EXPOR 

T E I). 

IMPORTED. 

EXPO K 

Till. 

1 MP 0 K T El>, 


£• 

S. 

d. 

£■ 

J. 

d. 

& 

tf. 

d. 

£, >■ 

d. 

America, — 

O 

ts 

vD 

rr* 

CO 

10 

2 

49,826 

*9 

2 

73 . 3*1 

4 

— 

110,637 TO 

.5 

Weft Indies, — 

141,220 

9 

6 

1 69,375 

11 

,1 

231,762 

J 7 

10 

132,79* 18 

5 

•Denmark and Norway, 

35 ,°* 1 

n 

1 

28,181 

19 

— 

34-575 

11 

5 

31,640 IO 

7 

Flanders, — 

5 6 * 4 ? 2 

6 

10 

45-^03 

*9 

4 

65.559 

8 

2 

92,300 4 

2 

Germany, —- 

26,458 

11 

3 

26.659 

2 

■6 

19.417 

17 

2 

13,636 15 

8 

Greenland, — 


— 

— 

8,291 

*3 

3 


— 

— 

1,420 |6 

— 

Guernfey, — 

17,285 

5 

— 

5* 1 97 

10 

8 

1,782 

— 

2 

5,940 14 

5 

Holland, •— 


— 

— 

*3-563 

8 

S 


— 

— 

6,522 6 

8 

Iceland, — 


— 

— 

465 

X 

3 


— 

— 

37 10 

— 

jeri'ev, — 


— 

— ■ 

245 

18 

1 C 


— 

— 

1,230. 6 

8 

Ireland, — 

505,167 

11 

11 

195,685 

‘3 

— 

201,182 

*9 

10 

149,889 19 

4 

Ifie of Man, *— 

1,818 

18 

6 

802 

0 

— 

176 

19 

1 

2.53 4 

— 

1 ra! v, — 


— 

- . 


— 

— 

975 

— 

— 


— 

Poland, — 

161 

-6 

■1 

7 - 3 8 9 

*9 

— 

43 

i r 

— 

12,695 13 

9 

Portugal, — 

^678 

*4 

9 

•14.614 

10 

— 

2,800 

*5 

10 

8.657 13 

1 

Pr u Ilia, — 

82 

■5 

4 

9,648 

11 

9 

3 . 3 2 5 

2 

2 

14,863 5 

10 

Ruffia, — 

5 - 5*5 

5 

— 

209,325 

1 

8 

11.165 

8 

8 

203,804 14 

8 

Sweden, — 

4-793 

*3 

7 

* 8,793 

7 

11 

7.629 

18 

6 

22,698 12 

—— 

Total, 

763,109 

.9 

— 

803,870 

12 

10 

' 653.703 

*3 

10 

809,021 15 

8 


IMPORTS 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 


2 IMP ORTS and EXPORTS, for the Y ears 1781, and 1782, ending at Cntristm as. 

| 17 87 . 1782- 


COUNTRIES. 


Africa. — 

Canaries, — 

Denmark and Norway, 
Eaft Country, 

Eaft India, — 

Flanders, — 

Fiance, —- 

Germany, — 

Greenland, —- 

Holland, — 

I re land, — 

Illc of Man, — 

Italy, — 

Madeira, — 

Portugal, — 

1’ uflia, — 

Spain, — 

Gibraltar, — 

Sr mights, — 

Sweden, — 

Turkey, — 

Venice, — 

Alderney, — 

Guernley, — 

Jerfey, — 

Canada, — 

Carolina, — 

rioiid.i, — 

Georgia, • — 

•Hudfon’s Bay, — 

New England, — 

Newfoundland, — 

New Providence, — 

New V ork, — 

Nova Scotia, — 

Anguilla, —- 

Antigua, •— 

Barbadoes, — 

Bermudas, — 

Jamaica, — 

Montferrat, — 

Nevis, — 

St. Croix, — 

St. Euftatia, — 

St.K-itt’s, — 

flu Lucia, — 

St. Martin’s, — 

St. Thomas, — 

Tobago, — 

Tortola, — 

Southern Fifliery, — 

Demerara, —— 

New Orleans, — 

Pr«c Goods, — 


r m r o r r s. 

£• s. d. 

36,386 8 10 


94 /D 9 
447 . 84 <: 
*> 5 * 6.339 
1,204,060 


1,909 14 4 

617,185 6 5 

28,255 !: 1 

100,048 18 it 

*.433, 8 3S *5 * 

11,204 17 10 
133,645 18 — 
2,433 8 2 

3 55>7* 3 3 — 

1,206,806 18 7 

114,49* 7 2 

994 * 4 

212,414 19 rt 
24,180 2 6 

J7.°35 ** 3 

80,333 11 ’ 

*4.53 5 *5 1 
48,547 *7 ** 
94,368 8 2 

30,715 5 1 

506 5 — 

*4.763 *7 — 
2,068 6 — 

51,593 18 to 

3-553 *6 a 

2,904 18 5 

4,023 19 0 

*5*>4+5 4 2 

81,117 13 11 

2,673 *4 9 

869,751 14 to 
56,402 10 8 

8a,ctt 8 2 


5,159 17 1 

385,527 17 10 
103,565 19 — 
28,010 4 3 

2 9 > 33 ° * 8 

70,960 —- 10 

4 .> 5 *- 

20,232 19 6 

1,087,928 18 S 


EXPORTS. 

£• s. d. 

312,822 7 10 

1/2,012 19 9 

86,848 19 3 

595,131 l8 2 
1,968,383 it 3 
873 12 — 
1,000,078 11 2 

3*3.487 7 10 

1,769,589 19 i 
19,418 19 9 

262,760 7 4 

24,000 9 1 o 

5*3,493 7 3 

* 37,967 6 7 

3,55° S 6 
6,165 * 10 — 
62,510 S 10 
1,562 19 10 
17,819 16 3 

*,733 *4 * 

55,077 8 8 

18,987 11 2 

422,807 13 6 

330,847 2 10 

16,446 9 1 

14,058 19 — 
6,228 3 5 

74,091 4 3 

1,776 15 10 

5°*,677 5 8 

32,474 10 1 

65,223 tr 2 
152,681 6 10 

2.346 3 6 

442,695 5 2 

14,707 12 6 

22,634 n 2 

453 8 5 

133,312 15 — 

89,394 3 — 

4.'*7 *5 3 

26,606 12 II 
14,442 17 IO 
33,438 — 9 

4,473 *3 6 

98 17 4 

806*5(14 I IJ 


IMPORTS. 

£. s. d. 

68,475 *6 ! 

*» 34 * 11 11 
73,038 9 2 

33 2 ,738 7 * 

626,3/9 8 5 

1,083,092 6 5 

4,783 *3 fc 
524,882 14 2 

39,536 I 2 

2,485 12 7 

',348,5*0 It IO 
15,644 9 6 

177,698 8 8 

3,867 7 6 

280,654 -4 6 

1,185,844 14 4 

* 44 , 54 * 1* 5 

1 2192 

344 3 4 

163,219 7 11 

41,325 10 7 

53,540 16 4 

38 10 — 
56,298 6 — 

* 3,347 *4 9 
* 44 ,* 9 * 7 *° 

14,182 4 2 

30,935 13 6 

6,804 1 20 

6,801 1% 8 

68,825 4 ic 

1,034 *4 4 

7,690 3 1 

2,943 s to 
48,239 18 6 

231,019 5 5 

176,999 2 5 

880 15 11 
1,157,121 — 11 
47,695 14 9 

47,386 16 9 

7,637 18 7 

248,916 — 4 

258,141 16 11 
40,580 16 1 

3,952 10 5 

4,109 7 10 

161,388 1 2 

94 5 — 

47 , 9*3 * 4 

4,426 11 10 
521,007 3 1 


export s. 

£■ •*• d. 

35*»7 34 *8 5 

164,732 2 4 

130,524 7 9 

1,467,844 10 11 
2,069,983 7 1 

8,153 11 2 

*> 549,745 i* 8 
9 * 4 — 

9°.93 3 *7 4 

1,715,889 — 7 . 

28,059 12 8 

488,163 to 4 
50,256 13 x 
687,324 11 10 
* 96>577 9 *0 

4,046 19 4 

9,451 10 — 
56,083 2 7 

4,248 3 — 

4 *,' *3 4 — 

2,148 4 5 

61,693 19 i 
23,966 18 4 

496,579 8 3 

69,742 15 8 

4,707 — 11 

339 *5 “ 

8,188 8 it 

125,388 16 5 

186,242 4 5 

7 1 ,5° 5 5 * 

5-*97 7 2 

* 3 *, 43 8 9 2 

201,314 13 5 

16,049 9 6 

670,669 7 7 

438 14 10 


23,304 17 8 

139,853 6 9 

44 * 7 5 

222,632 10 7 

1,893 5 10 

92,720 12 2 


14,318 3 

663,089 7 


VOL. IV. 


11,918,991 9 — 10,569,186 10 10] 9,532,606 19 10 12,355,750 o 1 

- ---i-i “-- 

Exccfs of imports, 1,349,804 18 2! Excels of exports, 2,823,143 o 3 

3 M The 
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A. I\ 

,782 Tin-following arc the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheft and 
iowtli prices arranged oppofite to each month. 


January, 
February, [ 
March, 


Stock. 

f mi 

no? 


April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Auguft, 


•09-5 
{” 3 * 
1 |>H 
118 


III 

114 
1161 


{ 

{ 

i:.4. 
f * 15J 
l i«3i 

f n ? 
l 11 3 * 

Septemb. I 11 7 7 

l "41 

Oftober, f' 17 ? 

l " 3 ? 

Novcinb. [ Il7 { 

l "31 

Dccemb. \ l2 + 

[ 1 20 


3 

Up' r 

il ^ 

4 t" 

Long 

Ann. 

India 

India 

cent. 
re din 

ant. 

1 conjtd 

ct. B. 
1758 

lent. 

conjol 

Ann. 

I 7 ?S 

Stark. 

Bond. 

5 bj 

55 v 

55 l 

V\ 

iGj-j 


'35 

12 

5 6 t 

554 

— 

7'i 

16 

T 2 

'34? 

11 

— 

— 

— 

7°l 


12 * 

1 33? 


55 

5+4 

54-2 

7°4 

T 5s- 

I 1 l 

'3'? 

par. 

552 

55?: 

55 i 

7'1" 

16 } 


13 b; 

lOs. pr. 

5 S J * 

— 

54? 

— 

i 6 

12 

134? 

par. 

57* 

60 

584 

75^ 

'74. 


1*39 

11 

— 

55? 

554 

|7‘4 

16 }-! 

I 2 b 

*35?: 

1 

59 i 

i— 


73? 

1 ? F 

- 

*39 i 

'5 

5*1 

57; 

— 

7 2 -t 

*7 + 


[ 138 } 

7 * 

59i 

61 } 

— 

744 





5b? 

59 s 

— 

73? 



i 1 3 7 4 


59t 

Go} 

— 

734 



1 37 ? 


571 

5 8 s 

— 

7- i 

'7 , 


; 12 S 


58.2 

57 4 

— 

73 


1 2 } 

129 ! 


— 

5<> k 

— 


16 i 

12 } 

(127 J 


574 

58 } 

— 

744 

'74 

12-4 

1*3^4 


— 

5 b 1 

— 

' 

7*4 

lb* 

121 

par. 

58 

5841 


74? 

'74 


13 b} 


574 1 

574! 

— 

7=4 

'74 


|I29 


Go} 

b'4 

— 

— 

18 

13 ? 

| '3.51 

12 

5 ( >? 

58 

— 

7i? 

17 

12-4 

pi'. 


OGJ 

66 

— 

80 J 

'94 

1 3 a 

l 39l 

18 

60 1 

61 -J 

— 

73s 

*/4l 


1 33 

14 


Ann. j Ann. 1 ^ l> ^ 
y’t 


5^4 

ftai 


57 i 
55 s' 
5 «i 
:> 7 t 

sH 
5 84 


59 s ! 


IO; 

I I 


57 11 

57^1571! ni 
5 '’’ 

5«i!57{ i °l- 


574 

56 - 2 - 

574 

60 

64 i- 

60 


5 b I 

57 ; 

60; 

b?i 

64; 

61 


IO 

"2 

10 i 
12 [ 

**i 

I '■* ?. 

1 .Vi 

12 


5 v 

5Sv! l °f 

- 

5 -’Tl — 
55-4 55 *! «*i 
I54M"2 
58 iii- 
55 * *°i 
59 i 1**1 
5 « 4 i '°4 


P'-Xi bequet 
Kills. 

Omni. 

I>n. 

5 

6 j~ 

4 

5 

1 


1 pr. 

8 b 

6 dif. 

54 

0 

15 

2 dTT. 

8 




3s. pr. 
7 

4 

5 
3 
5 

1 

14 

2 
18 
•4 


The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aflent between the 
0.7th of November, 1781, and the 11th of July, 1782 :— 

A bill for further continuing an aft made in the 17th year of his prefent Majefty, entitled, 
“ An Aft to empower his Majefty to fccurc and detain perfons charged with or fufpefted ol 
the crime of high treafon, committed in any of his Majcfty’s colonies or plantations in Ame¬ 
rica, or on the high feas, or for the crime of piracy.” 

For the better fupply of mariners and feamcn to ferve in his Majefty’s flops of war, and on 
board me reliant-Blips, &c. 

For allowing further time to ncgociate by indorfement the bonds ifTucd in purfuancc of an 
aft of the 14th of his prefent Majefty, entitled, “ An aft for more effcftually carrying imo 
execution certain propofals made by the mod noble Henry Duke of Bucclcugh, the 1110ft noble 
Charles Duke of Queen lbcrry and Dover, and others, for redeeming the annuities granted by 
the company of the bank of Ayr, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, known under 
the firm of Douglas, Heron, and Company.” 

For prohibiting the ranfoming of Blips or veflcls captured by his Majcfty’s fiibjefts, and 
of the merchandize or goods on board fuch Blips or veftils. 

For allowing the importation of goods, the growth, produce, or manufafture of the iflaiuls 
of St. Chriftophcr, Nevis, and Montferrat, into any ports of his Majcfty’s dominions in Europe 
or America, upon payment of the Britifh plantation duties. 

F<»r 
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I'or charging a ffamp duty upon inland bills of exchange, promiffory notes, or other notes 
parable otbcrvvife than upon demand. 

1 01 dunging a duty on pel Ions whole property fhall he infured againff lofs by tire. 

1 ( ot liienfing lottcty office keepers, and regulating the iale of lottery tickets, 

f 01 dilchargi ng and indemnifying the halt India Company from all damages, intcrefls, and 
Ioffes, for default in certain payments due to the public, on l'ueh payments being made at a 
future ftipulated time; ami to enable the faid Company to continue a dividend of eight per 
cent, to the proprietors of their flock, for the prclent year. 

for enabling his Majeity to conclude a peace or truce with certain colonics in North Ame¬ 
rica, therein mentioned. 

For preventing, in future, the granting any patent office to be cxcrcifed in any colony or 
plantation now, or at any time hcrcaffcr, belonging to the crown of Great Britain, for any 
longer term than during fuch time as the grantee thereof, or perlbn appointed thereto, lhali 
di(charge the duty thereof in perfon, and behave well therein. 

For the better relief and employment, of the poor. 

For reft raining any perfon concerned in any contraft, commiffion, or agreement made foe 
the public fcrvicc, from being elefted, or fitting and voting as a member ot the Houle of 
Commons. 

Of this aft, we lhali give the following ahflrafl ;*— 

“ Any member accepting a contraft, or continuing to bold any contraft, after the com¬ 
mencement of the next feffion, his feat fhall be void. 

“ Not to extend to incorporated companies; nor to contrafts already made, for one year , 
nor to contrafts hy defeent, till after twelve months poffcffion. 

“ Members holding contrafts, may be difeharged therefrom, on giving a year’s notice. 

“ Any peiffm aftually pofleffed of a patent for a new invention, or a prolongation thereof 
by act of Parliament, and having contraflcd with government concerning the object of the find 
patent before the parting of this aft, fhall give notice of his intention to diffolvc the laid con¬ 
tra ft, and the fame fhall he null and void from the time of giving fuch notice. 

“ If any perfon hereby difqualiiicd lhali he defied, fuch cleft ion fhall he void. 

“ Di!i|tialified pci Ions who lhali fit in the Houle of Commons after tins fellion, filial! forfeit 
tjool. for each day. 


“ No member of the Hon fc of Commons to have anv fhare in public 
heavy penalty to be lev ied on thole admitting them to fuch a participation. 

“ Actions again It defaulters to be commenced within twelve months.” 

SuiMM.11 gtanted by Patliamcnt for this year:— 

For ioo.oco ll-anien, iiu luding ii, 305 marines, — 

For the orditiarv of the navy, &c. — — — 

Towards building and repairing lhips of war, — 

’1 ovvards d iff barging the debt of the navy, — — 1 

For 1 lie cliaige of the office of ordnance for tl:e land iei v icc, Ac. 

Ditto for the fca ietvice, - -- - 

Ordnance extraordinaries of 1781, - -- 

For comjrcnfation to proprietors of lands near Plymouth, 

F01 4.9,-155 land-forces, including 4,175 invalids, Ac. — 1 


contract 

S ' 

a n J 

r. 

s. 

O, 

,9.. 0,0c 0 

0 

0 

4 Ci :.- 7 f <-> 

1 

<) 


0 

0 

. v '-.',.CvO 

0 

0 


i j 

S 

.’bO.ODO 

0 

0 

1109,75 5 

PS 

7 

16,364 

10 

5 

..'.42,835 

2 

1 

0 


3 M a 


Carried over. 





460 

A. D. 

1782 


AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


Brought over, 

For maintaining forces and garrifons out of the kingdom, 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-officers, See. — — 

For the militia, and four regiments of fencible men in North Britain, 
For the cloathing of the militia, — t —■ — 

For additional militia companies, Sec. in 1781, — 

For additional to three regiments of foot, and for Major General 

Stuart Douglas, - - - - 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majefty’s land forces, &c. 
For allowances to feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — 

For one regiment of light dragoons, and two regiments of foot, from 

September 24, to December 24, 1781, — ' - - 

For one ditto, ditto, and feven battalions and a detachment of foot in 

the Eaft Indies, 1782, —- - - 

For the charge of out-penfioners of Chelfea Hofpital, &c. —, 

For the charge of 13,47a Helfian troops and fubfidy, — 

To make good the deficiencies in fums voted for ditto in 1781, 

For the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickers, — — 

For ditto of 2,094 men of the troops of Hanau and fubfidy, — 

For five Hanoverian battalions ferving at Gibraltar, See. —* 

Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and fubfidy, — 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zcrbft, including artillery, — 

Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, - - 

For ditto of 1,559 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. — 
Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, — — 

For provifions for the foreign troops ferving in America, —• 

For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 

For extra army expences. Sec. not provided for by Parliament, 

To the Levant Company, — — — 

On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britan 
For repairing. Sec. Britilh forts and fettlcments on the coaft of Africa, 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfet Houfe, — 

Towards rebuilding Newgate, — — — 

For the Bririfh Mufeum, - . — - 

For the relief of certain American civil officers, Sec. — 

To make good to his Majefty the like fum iffued by his Majdly's 
orders, in puifuance of theaddrefles of the Houfe of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convifts in heaving ballaft 

on the Thames, —.— — -- 

For the civil eflablifhmcnt of the ifland of St, John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 

Ditto of Nova Scotia, — —. 


Carried forward, 
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Ditto of Eaft Florida, — 

Ditto of Weft Florida, for 1779, — 

For the commiffioners of public accounts, — 
For difcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1781, 
Towards difcharging certain Exchequer bills. 

For difcharging certain other Exchequer bills, &c. 
For ditto, on the vote of credit, 

Deficiency in the land-tax, — 

Ditto in the malt-tax, — - — 


Brought over, 


Ditto of coinage duty, — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1758, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, 
Ditto of ways and means, 1781, 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

17,508,516 

18 

6i 

3 - 95 ° 

0 

0 

2,700 
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0 

19,000 

0 

0 

405,000 
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1,000,000 
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t 

For military fcrviccs, on the vote of credit. 


23,266,277 u 1^ 
1,000,000 o o 


Total Supplies, 24,266,277 11 1 


The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. f. s. d, 


Duty on malr, — 

Land tax at 4s, — 

Loan, — — 

Lottery, —— - 

By Exchequer bills, — 

By ditto, — — 

By certain balances, - - 

Difpofeahle money in the Exchequer, 
By certain furpluflcs of the finking fund, 
By future produce of the finking fund, 

Vote of credit. 


— 

7,50,000 

0 

0 

mmmJ 

2,000,000 
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— 

13,500,000 
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—— 

405,000 
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23 . 2 44.373 
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4 - 

—— 

1,000,000 
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Total of Ways and Means, 

Total amount of Supplies granted. 
Total amount of Ways and Means, 

Deficiency of Ways and Means, 


24.244.373 3 4J 

24,266,277 u i-‘ 

24.244.373 3 4-1 

21,904 7 S' 


The national debt, up to 1782, amounted to — £.190,606,000 o o 

The annual intereft of which was, — — 7,605,125 o o 


The 
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The following additional duties and new taxes were impofed this 
An additional duty of is. per barrel on all fiiiall beer above 10s. per 

barrel, and withholding the 6d. drawback on malt, - 

Ditto of 4d. per pound on tobacco, - —— 

Ditto of one farthing per pound on fait, — — 

Ditto on medicinal ditto, 2s. the hundred-weight, -- 

Ditto of 5 per cent, on all cxcifc and ettftoms', -- 

Spanifh and Flemilh brandies to pay the fame duties as French, 

A new tax of is. 6d. on every tool, inlured, - 

Ditto of a flamp duty of 3d. on every .inland bill of exchange under 

50I. and 6d. on ditto above 50I. - - —• 

Ditto of one farthing per ton per mile on inland water carriage, 

Ditto of 3d. per ton on coalfing ditto, (coals excepted) — 

Total of new taxes, &c. — — 

Intereft of the additional national debt of this year, 

Excefs of new taxes, 


year : 


£• 
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d. 

42,000 
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0 
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0 

60,000 
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0 

0 

163,410 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

£■ 8*3*743 

0 

0 

793» l2 5 

0 

0 

20,618 

0 

0 


An account of the cliriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 


Chriftcned, males 8,£08 
.-females 8,293 


Buried, males 9,131 
-females 8,787 


17,101 


17,91$ 


178 3 This year opens with an event of the utinofl. importance to the Britifh empire, as well as to 
the different powers engaged in hoflilities againlt it. On the 20th of January, preliminary 
articles of peace between Great Britain and i ranee were figned at Verfitilles by Mr, Fitzlierbcit 
and the Count de Yergenncs: fimilar articles were alfo figned at the lame place, and on the 
fame day, between Great Britain and Spain, by Mr. Fitzhcrbert and the Count D’Aranda.— 
Provifional articles of peace with the United .States of America, (to take place when a treaty 
was concluded) had been already figned at Pat is on the 30th of November in the lad year, !>v 
Mr. Ofwald and the American cofnmilTioncrs, B. Franklin, J. Adams, J. Jay, and H. Lau¬ 
rens.—The preliminaries with Holland were not actually fublcribed, but acelfition of holdi - 
lilies with that republic was agreed upon. 

In the treaty between Great Britain and France it was agreed, that the mod efficacious men - 
fuses fhould immediately be taken, by both parties, for putting an end to hoflilities of every 
kind, Newfoundland was to remain with England as before the commencement of the war; 
and to prevent difputes about boundaries, it was accorded, that the Ficncli filhcry Ihould begin 
from Cape St. John, on the eadem fide, and going round by the north, fhould have for its 
boundary Cape Ray on the weftern fide. The illands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were ceded 
in full right to France. The French were to continue to fifh in the Gulf of Sr. Laurence, 
conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of Paris. The King of Great Jhitain was to 

rtdoie 
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17S3 reflorc to France the ifiand of fit. Lucia, and to cede and guarantee to her that of Tobago. 
The King of France was to furrender to Great Britain the iilands of Grenada and the Gre¬ 
nadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Kitt’s, Nevis, and Montferrat. The river of Senegal 
and its dependencies, with the forts of Louis, Podor, Galam, Arguin and Portendic, wete 
to be given to 1 ranee; and the Hland of Gone was to be refuued to it. Fort Janies and the 
river Gambia were guarantied to his Bfitannic Majefly; and the gum trade was to remain in 
the lame condition as before the commencement of humilities:—the King of Great Bi train 
was to reflore to his Mofl Chriflian Majefly, ail the cflablifhmcnts which belonged to him at 
the breaking out of the war on the coaft of Orixa and in Bengal, with the liberty to furround 
Chandcrnagorc with a ditch for draining the waters ; and became engaged to l'ecure to the iub- 
jefls of France in that part oflndi., and on theeoafts of Orixa, Coromandel and Malabar, a 
fafe, free and independent trade, cither as private traders, or under the direflion of a company. 
Pondicheiry, as well as Kaiicrd, was to be rendered back to France; and bis Biitannic Ma¬ 
jefly was to give, as a dependency round Pondicherry, the two dillrids of Valanour and 'la¬ 
bour; and, as a dependency round Kacical, the four contiguous Macans. The French were 
again to enter into the polfeffion of Mahe, and of the Comptoirat Surat. The allies of France 
and Great Britain were to be invited to accede 10 the ptefent pacification ; and the teim ol four 
months wa3 to be allowed them for the purpolc c«f making tluir deaden. II they Should be 
averfe to peace, no afiiffance, on either fide, was to be given to them. Great Britain renoun¬ 
ced every claim with refpeft to Dunkirk. Cominillioners were to be appointed refpcftivelv by 
the two nations to enquire into the Hate, of their commerce, and to concert new arrangements 
of trade on the footing of reciprocity and mutual convenience. All conquefls on cither tide, 
in any part of the world whatfoever, not mentioned or alluded to in the ptefent treaty, were 
ro be reflored without difficulty, and without requiring compenfation. It being neetthry that 
there fhould be a fixed epoch for the reflitutions and furrenders to ire made by the couti ailing 
parties, it was determined that the King of Great Britain fhould order the evacuation of the 
illamls of St. Pierre and Miquelon, three months after the ratification of the preliminary treaty, 
and that, if poffible, before the expiration of the fame period, he lhould rclinquiih all connec¬ 
tion with St. Lucia, in the Weil Indies, and Gorcc, in Africa. It was llipulatcd, in like 
manner, that his Britannic Majefly fhould, at the. end of three months after the ratification of 
tire* treaty, or fooner, enter into the poffeflion of the iilands of Gienada and the Grenadines, 
St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Clirifiopher’s, Nevis, and Montferrat. France was to be put in 
poilcflion of the towns and comptoirs which were to be rcliored to her in the Rail Bulks, and 
of the tetrilories which were to ferve as dependencies round Pondicherry and Kanca), fix 
months after the ratification of the definitive treaty ; and at the termination of the fame term, 
fhe was to re it ore the towns and diflridls which her arms might have taken from the l.nghlii 
or their allies in that quarter of the globe. The piifoneis on each fide were reciprocally to be 
iurrendcred, and without ranfom, upon the ratification of the treaty, and on paying the debts 
rhov might have contrnftcd during their captivity. Each crown was icfpcilively to reimburfe 
the fnms which had been advanced for the maintenance of their prifoners, according to at- 
tdkd and authentic vouchers. With a view to prevent every difpute and complaint on ac¬ 
count of p1i7.es which might be taken by the flops of war belonging to either power, the fol¬ 
lowing arrangement was agreed upon ;—All veflcls or effefts captured in the Channel, and in 
the North Seas, after the fpace of twelve days, (to be computed from the ratification of the 
prefrnt preliminary articles) wete to be rcliored on each fide ; one month to'be allowed from 

the 
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5 the Channel and the North Seas, as far as the Canary iflands inclufively, or in the Mediter¬ 
ranean i two months from the Canary iflands as far as the equator ; and, laftly, five months, 
without exception, in all other parts of the world. 

By the preliminary articles between Great Britain and Spain it was agreed, that his Catho¬ 
lic Majefty was to keep the ifland of Minorca, and was to retain Weft Florida. Eaft Florida 
was to be ceded to him by the King of Great Britain. Eighteen months were to he allowed 
from the date of the ratification of the definitive treaty, to the fubjefts of the latter who had 
fettled in the ifland of Minorca and in the two Fioridas, to fell their eftates, to recover their 
debts, and to tranfport their perfons and effefts, without being reftrained on account of their 
religion, or on any other pretence whatfoever, except that of debts and profccutions for crimes. 
His Britannic Majefty was, at the fame time, to have the power to caufe all the effcdls that 
might belong to him in Eaft Florida to be carried away. The liberty of cutting logwood in a 
diftriift, of which the boundaries were to be afeertained, without moleftation or difturbance 
of any kind whatfoever, was permitted to Great Britain. The King of Spain was to reftore 
the iflands of Providence and the Bahamas, without exception, in the condition in which they 
were when conquered by his arms. All other conquefts of territories and countries, upon 
either fide, not included in the prefent articles, were to be mutually reftored, without diffi¬ 
culty or compenfation. The epoch for the reftitutions to be made, the regulations for the 
releafe of prifoners, and for the ceflatio'n of captures, were cxaftly the fame as thofe ftipulated 
in the preliminary articles with France. 

By the provifional articles agreed upon by the refpeftive comrmflioners of Great Britain and 
the United States of America, his Britannic Majefty acknowledged them to be free, fovereign, 
and independent States. He confented to treat with them in that capacity ; and, for liimfelf, 
his heirs, and his fuccclTors, he relinquilhed all claims to the government of them, to their 
property and territorial rights. That no dilputes might arife in future on the fubjeft of the 
boundaries of the United States, it was declared, that they fhould be, “ from the north-weft 
angle of Nova Scotia, to that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north,—from the 
fourcc of St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the laid Highlands, which divide thofe rivers 
that empty themfclves into the river St. Laurence,—from thofe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north wefternmoft head of Connedlicut river,—thence down along the middle 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude,—from thence by a line due weft on that 
latitude, until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or Cateraquy,—thence along the middle of the faid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it ftrikes the communication 
between the faid lake and the lake Erie,—thence along the middle of that communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of the faid lake, until it arrives at the water communication 
between that lake and Lake Huron,—thence along the middle of the faid water communica¬ 
tion,—thence through the middle of the faid lake to the water communication between that 
.....c and Lake Superior,-—thence through Lake Superior, northward of the ifles Royal and 
Phillipeaux, to the Long Lake,—thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and the 
water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the Woods,— 
thence through the faid Lake to the moil northern point of it; and from thence, in a due 
weft couvfe, to the river Miffiflippi,—thence by aline to be drawn along the middle of the faid 
river Miffiflippi, until it fhall intcrfefl the northernmoft part of the 31ft degree of north lati¬ 
tude,—South, by a line to be drawn due eaft, from the determination of the line laft-mention- 
ed, in the latitude of 31 degrees north of the Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola, 

- or 
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1783 or Catahouclic,—thence along the middle thereof, to its jun&ion with the river Flint,—- 
thence flrait to the head of St. Mary’s River, and thence down along the middle of St Mary’s 
River to the Atlantic Ocean.—Eaft, hyaline to be drawn along the middle of the river St. 
Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its fource; and from its fource, direftly north 
to the faid Highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thofc 
which fall into the river St. Laurence; comprehending all Blands within 20 leagues of any part 
of the Ihores of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due call from the 
points where the faid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and lvaft Florida on 
the other, Ihall refpe&ively touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting fuch 
iflands as now are, or heretofore have been within the limits of the faid province of N ova Scotia.” 

It was ftipulated, that the people of the United States Ihould continue to enjoy, without 
moleftation, the right to take filh of every kind on the Grand Bank, and all other the Banks 
of Newfoundland; and that they Ihould likewife exercife and continue the fame privilege in 
the Gulf of St. Laurence, and at every other place in the fea; where the faid inhabitants ufed 
heretofore to filh. The inhabitants of the United States were likewife to have liberty to take 
filh of every kind, on fuch part of the coaft of Newfoundland, as Britilh feamen lhall refort 
to, but not to cure or dry them on that ifland. They were alfo to poffefs the privilege of fuh- 
ing on the coafts, bays, and creeks of all the other dominions of his Biitannic Majelty in 
America, and the Americans are to-be permitted to dry and cure filh in any of the unlhttled 
bays, harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen lllands, and Labrador. But it was 
agreed, that, after fuch places fliould be fettled, this right could not be legally put in praftice 
without the confent of the inhabitants and proprietors of the ground. It was accoided, that 
creditors on either fide fliould meet with no impediment in the profccution of their claims. 
It was contra&cd, that the Congrefs fhould earneftly recommend it to the legiflatures of the 
refpc&ive States; to provide for the reftitution of all eftatesand properties which had been con- 
fifeated, belonging to real Britilh fubjefts, and of the eflates and properties of petfons relident 
, in diftri&s in the pofleflion of his Majefly’s arms, and who had not borne arms againfl the 
United States. It was refolved, that perfons of any other defeription fhould have free liberty 
to go to any part whatfoever of any of the Thirteen United States, and remain in it for twelve 
months unmoleftcd in their endeavours to recover fuch of their eftates, rights and properties, 
as may not have been confifcated; and it was concerted, that the Congrefs Ihould earneftly 
recommend to the feveral States, a revifion of all a&s or laws regarding the premifes, fo as to 
render them perfc&Iy confifletit, not only with juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of c on¬ 
ciliation, which,-on the return of the blefiings of peace, fhould univerfaliy prevail, it was 
underftood, that no future confifcations fliould be made, nor profccutions commenced againlt 
any perfon or body of men, on account of the part which he or they had taken in the pit-lent 
war; and that thofe who may he in confinement on fuch a charge, at the time of the tatifica- 
ticin of the treaty in America', Ihould be immediately fet at liberty. It was concluded, that 
there fliould be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic Majcfty and the United 
States; that all hoftilities by fca and land Ihould immediately ccafc; and that prifoners, 011 
both fides, Ihould be fet at liberty. It was determined, that his Britannic Majellv ihould expe - 
ditiouflv, and without committing deftruflion of any fort, withdraw all his armies, garrikov; 
and fleets, from every port, place and harbour of the United States. The navigation of the 
tiver Miflifiippi, from its fource to the Ocean, was to remain ever free and open to the iu ! >- 
jcfls of Great Britain, and to the citizens of the United States. In fine, it was agreed in the 
Voi.. IV. event, 
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1783 event, that if any place or territory belonging to Great Britain, or to the United States, fhould 
be conquered by the arms of either before the arrival ol the provilional articles in America, it 
fhould be rt It o red without compenfation or difficulty. 

It was not with equal fucccl's that the ncgociations for peace were carried on with Holland. 
In a memorial to Mr. Fitzhcrbert, prefented to him at Paris, by the plenipotentiaries of the 
States General, intimations of advantages were made which could not be granted. In cou- 
fcqucnce of which, he was inftrudled to reply, that as the Republic difeovered fo little inclina¬ 
tion to renew thofe tics which, in former times, had connected them fo clofely with Great 
Britain, it was proper, at lead, that they fhould conduit them (elves in all commercial affairs 
which might take place between Great Britain and them, purely and limply by the general 
principles of the rights of mankind ; and to this declaration, he added, that as form as the 
nations engaged in the prefent war, fhould begin to form thofe commercial arrangements, 
which the new engagements that lhotild fubiift between them fhould render necclTary, his 
Britannic Majcfty would be ready to contrail with them fuch commercial treaties as might 
correfpond with the fituation of the two States, and with their refpedtive intercils. They vveic 
affured, that the King of Great Britain was willing, from his moderation, to rcftorc to their 
High Mightinedes, all the pofleffions which had been taken from them by his arms, except 
Trincomalc, in the ifland of Ceylon, with its dependencies. With regard to an indemnifica¬ 
tion of the lodes which the United Provinces had experienced during the war, they were in¬ 
formed, that fuch a pretention would never be admitted, as being equally repugnant to rcaCon 
and equity : but they were admonifhed at the fame time, that the King of Great Britain con- 
fented, without any reluflance, that the divifion of prizes taken by liis fubjeits previous 10 
the rupture, fhould be fubmitted to the courts of juftice of the Britifh Admiralty, agreeable to 
the eilablifhed rules of nations. 

To thde propositions, the plenipotentiaries of the States General exprefled their dill'ent. 
They did not underhand what the court of London meant by “ the general principles of the 
rights of mankind.” If by this expreffion thofe piincipies were fjgnificd which are drawn from 
the primitive rights of nations, which render the navigation and conveyance of all kinds of 
merchandize, without diftinition, entirely free, without any obllruflion whatever, excepting 
warlike {lores, they were perfuaded that their High MightinefTes would very readily admit it 
as tlie balis of a negotiation ; and they exprefled themfelves to be ready to engage in arranging, 
on this principle, the definitive treaty of peace, or a treaty of private commerce, as loon as the 
nations concerned in the prefent war lhouid determine to enter into commercial arrangements. 
They could not, however, reconcile the detention of Trincomalc, with what, was termed the 
moderation of his Britannic Majefty ; audit was their opinion, that their High Mightinctfcs 
would not fubmit to authorize an article of that kind. As to an indemnification of lodes, 
they avoided finally to enter upon it, till it thould appear that the court of London was dil- 
pofed to approach to equitable beads of accommodation and alliance. 

On the 27th of January, copies of the preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain 
and France, and Great Britain and Spain, and of the provifional treaty with the United States 
of America, were laid before both Houfcs of Parliament; and the 17th day of February fol¬ 
lowing was appointed for taking them into confideration. Without entering into the particu¬ 
lars of the important debates which took place on this occafion, we fhall give a candid flate- 
ment of the arguments employed on both fidcs of the queftion. 
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17B3 It was afferted on the part of adminiflration, that the critical iituation of the finance; of this 
country demanded an immediate tenuinatiou of the war. The national debt was now lifen to 
the enormous lum of 250.000,000!. for which an intereft of near g.500,0001, was annually 
paid. J his intereft, together with the civil lilt and peace cftahlilhment, would i’wcll the na¬ 
tional expences to little lefs than 15,000,0001. per annum; and as the amount of the enormous 
load of taxes, under which the landed intereft was linking, did not exceed 12,700,000). there 
remained an annual funr of 2,300,0001. to be railed by frclh burthens. 

It might indeed be urgjd, that the other belligerent powers felt an equal degree of diftrefs; 
but allowing the truth of that aflertion, the difference of government operated fo much in 
their favour, that granting they would incur great diftiefles by profecuting the war, we fhould 
expetienco much greater, were a public bankruptcy to cnfuc. The popular maxims of our 
conftitution would throw us into univerfal confulion, while the habitual fubmiftion to tire 
lupreme authority of the State, (Holland excepted) would, in the midft of their hardfhips and 
fufferings, keep them, in a great degree, in tranquillity and order. 

To tilde afferiions it was replied, that the ftatc of our finances was as well known to the 
enemy as ourfelvcs ; and that it arofe from their firm belief of our being in a iituation to con¬ 
tinue the conteft, that they manifefted the dilpofition they had to enter into a negotiation for 
peace with us. 

The next point ofconfiderariou, was the home 'defence of the kingdom. The deficiencies 
in the various corps of regulars and militia were deferibed to be fo great, that not lei's than 
30,000 men would be wanted to iupply them. The country, it was infilled, was fo exhauftcJ, 
that few or no recruits could be procured, and that even if men were obtained in Germany, 
it would be a matter of no common hazard to tranfport them beyond the Channel, while the 
feas were poffcffed by the fuperior fleets of our enemies. On the contrary it was afferted, that 
both Great Britain and Ireland abounded with men fit for fcrvicc, and that German levies 
might be ealilv railed as well as tranfported, with no mote than the common rifque of war, to 
any part of the globe. 

The navy was reprefented to be in a condition hardly adequate to the purpofl, of defence 
and the protedlion of commerce, much lei’s to the a&ivity of enterprize. The whole Britiflt 
naval force, fit for fei vice, fcarcely amounted to 100 fail of the line; of tin-fe many were 
undermanned, fevcral out of repair, and the greater part had been long and adtivdv employed 
on foreign llations. Our magazines were in an exhaufted ftatc; and with the moll diligent 
exertions, not more than fix fail could have been added to this catalogue in the entiling lpring. 
on the other hand, the fleets of france and Spain amounted to 140 fail of the line, tlmteen 
new Blips would have been Ihoitly added to the French fleet; the Dutch navy would be rom- 
poledof 25 fail of the line, and it was uncertain what acceffion the Spanilh force would base 
icceived at the fame petiod. The diftribution ofthis force, it was added, was a very alarming 
circunrftance. Had not peace taken place, a fleet of 40 fail of the line lay ready at Cadiz to 
accompany a fleet of tranl’ports, with 16,000 troops, to the Weft Indies; where, at icaft, 
20 Blips of the line were waiting, with as many thoufand troops, to join them. Our naval 
ilrength, on that ftation, coulifted of no more than 46 fail of the line, which was not an ade¬ 
quate force, making- every rcafonablc allowance for the fuperior fkill and courage of Brithh 
fcamen, to give any reafonable hopes, that we fhould be able to picvent the alarming dcflgns 
of the enemy on our remaining Weft India polTeffions. 

3 N * 
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1783 In the mean time, we had every reafon to expe&, that France would maintain her fupe- 
riority in the Eaft Indies. The reinforcement from England under Commodore Bickeiton, 
would at moft give us an equality with the enemy,—and which, after all, would, by no means, 
be fuflicient to prevent them from landing their troops on a coaft of fuch great extent. The 
force which the French already had, with Hydcr Ally, exceeded the number of Europeans in 
the fervicc of Great Britain, and more were daily cxpc&ed. The immenfe armies which that 
Prince would bring into the field, aided by the Ikili and difeipiine of his French allies, were 
ohjc£ts of the moft ferious confideration. . 

If we direfled our attention near home, and looked to the probable operations in the Chan¬ 
nel and the Northern Seas, in a future campaign, it was evident from the papers laid before the 
Houfe of Commons, that the combined force of the Houle of Bourbon and Holland, would 
have nearly doubled our force in our own fcas. It was, therefore, a matter of real wifdorn 
and true patriotifm, to avoid the hazard which the continuance of war rendered probable, by 
feizing the prefent moment of making what, confidering ail circumftanccs, might be efteemed 
an honourable peace. 

On the other fide it was contended, that the condition of the Britifh navy was in every 
refpedl more flourifhing and formidable than it had been at any preceding period of the war; 
that after two years of preparation the Dutch marine ftili continued very inconfidcrable, and 
the augmentation of the French and Spanifh fleets had always been over-rated. It was likc- 
wife affirmed, that Admiral Pigot would have pofiefied a force in the Weft Indies fully ade¬ 
quate to every purpofc of attack or defence. For the Channel fervice it was faid, that there 
remained 34 fail of the line,—which, though inferior to the fleet of the enemy, would be fuf 
ficient for the fecurity of our trade, and equal to all the purpofes of home defence. 

It was alfo argued, that it was more than probable, that in the Eaft Indies the Biitifh Ad¬ 
miral would this year have been compleat mafter of the lea. The apprehenfions io ftTongly 
exprefled of Hyder Ally, were reprefented as being without any reafonable foundation,—while 
liis French allies were deferibed as inferior, in every refpefl, to the European troops and 
difeiplined natives in the Britifh fcrvice. That, on a calm review of our fituation in India, 
whatever calamities had befallen us from the unhappy difeord among thofe who had the fuper- 
intendange of our affairs there, it appeared to promife the fpeedy reftoration of former 
profperity. 

The particular articles of the peace became the fueceeding objefls of confideration. It was 
infilled by the miniftry, that the alterations which were now, according to the articles with 
France, to take place concerning the filheries of Newfoundland, were favourable to Great 
Britain. The French King renounces the right of filhing from Cape Bpnavifta to Cape St. 
John, and obtains an extenfion of that privilege on the weftern fide of the ifland of New¬ 
foundland. By this ftipulatton the French are confined to a certain fpot, and an end is put 
to the difputes which had heretofore been a continual matter of uneafincls.between the two 
nations: the eaftern and Ibtith eaftern coaft is left to the free and full enjoyment of the Englifn; 
and there the fifir are not only the largeft, but in the greateft. abundance : the curing of them 
alfo is much more convenient there than in the Streights of Beileifle, where the fogs are more 
prevalent: by the teftimony of every officer who has ferved at Newfoundland, one league of 
coaft fretween Cape Bonavifta and St. John, is worth ten on the weftern fide; and thus, while 
reflation is for our advantage, an encouragement is given to our national fpirit and in- 
It was ftated, that the furxender of St. Pierre aud Miquelon were concdfions of no 

a importance. 
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1783 importance. The harbour of St. Pierre is fmall, and cannot receive men of war ; the road is 
capable of admitting (hips of force, but the bottom is rocky and dangerous. Miquelon has a 
road at the north end ot the ifland, but it is a tlation of no advantage : vcfft-ls are there open 
to the eafterly winds, and expofed to the attacks of an enemy. It is of no fervicc whatever to 
fortify thefc iflands ; and the aflertion that, if fortified, they would command the entrance into 
the gulf of St. Laurence, is without the kail foundation : it might as wdl be laid that Breft 
commands the entrance into the harbour of Plymouth. Thefe iflands could be of no fervice 
to us, and would by no means enable the French, in time of war, to moleft our fifheries; as, 
on a furvey, it appeared, that no fortification could be ere&ed on them fufficiently {hong to 
refill the fire of any ihip of force. 

It was argued, that nothing could be more inconfiflent with juft notions of our national in- 
terefts, than to*obje£l to the llipulations which had been made with regard to the Well Indies. 
The iflands of St. Chiiftoplier, Nevis, Montferrat, St. Vincent, Dominica, and Grenada, 
were now rellored to Great Britain by the peace, in exchange for St Lucia and Tobago; 
which, in fa£t, fhould be confidcred rather as cefiions titan rellored captures. The former 
ifland, though it commanded a view of Martinico, was, by no means, equal in advantage to 
Dominica; which, in time of war, poflcfled the power of effe&ually interrupting the commu¬ 
nication between Martinico and Guadaloupe, the two principal French iflands in thofe leas.— 
The importance of Tobago to our cotton manufacturers, had been much exaggerated ; for 
they had fiourilhcd before the acquifitioti of that ifland : and though its cotton was of a good 
quality, that commodity might be procured from other parts of the world.—Befides, it is by 
no means a healthy Ipot, nor are its exports or imports of any confiderablc value. 

By the cetTions in Africa, France regained pofleflion of the river Senegal and its appendages, 
together with the ifland of Goree. But neither the one or the other were pofleifions of con¬ 
fluence or value :■ their commerce was inconfiderable; and, from their unhealthy climate, 
became the grave of numbers of our fellow fubje&s, who were annually fent there to watch an 
article of trade which wc in vain endeavoured to monopolize. On the other hand, the pof- 
fcfllon of the river Gambia, which was guaranteed to Great Britain by the King of France, 
afforded the profpcfl of very confiderablc advantage, as it was navigable for feveral hundred 
miles, and in the neighbourhood of the Gold Coaft. As much of the gum traJe would now 
remain to the Englilh as they ever had, or could ever want. 

In juftification of the llipulations which relate to the Eall Indies, it was contended, that 
though they were beneficial to the French, they were by no means injurious to Great Britain. 
The only advantages they had gained, befides the teftoration of what had been taken from 
them, were fomc diftrifls, to render Pondicherry and Karical places ot more convenience than 
heretofore, and the permiffion to drain the marfiies round Chandernagore, by encircling it 
with a ditch, to carry off the ftagnant waters. But even allowing the French to be the gainers 
by the peace in the Eaft Indies, the diftrafted ftate of the Britdh dominions in that quarter of 
the globe, made fome condecenfion, on our part, abfolutely ncccffary. From the laft accounts 
which were received previous to the peace, it appeared, that the poffeffions of the Eaft India 
Company were expofed to the greateft hazard, and their finances, both at home and abroad, 
were in l'uch a ftate, as, in all appearance, to make peace the only means of recoveiing our 
profperity in Alia. 

With.refpeft to that article of the treaty by which all regulations relative to Dunkirk, which 
had been inferted in any former treaty of peace, were abrogated, it was contended, that the 
• conllraints 
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1783 conftraints with regard to tiiis harbour were of no advantage ro us, and were dilgraccful to 
France ; to remove them, therefore, was to deftroy an unhappy caufc of hatred and difcoii- 
tent, which had long fulfilled between the two kingdoms: that the great confequence of Dun¬ 
kirk, as a poit, had always been a very grofs miftake, as it is near a Ihoaly part of the Chan¬ 
nel, cannot receive Ihips of a large fixe, and never can he a rendezvous for fquadrons of Flip; 
of war. N01 Fioitld it be forgotten, that while this port can produce no material mifehief to 
us in time of war, it may operate greatly to out'advantage in time of peace, as it is extremely 
well fituated to carry on the Engliih and liilh trade with the Low Countries; a branch of 
commerce which is known to he of veiy great importance. 

To this review of the treaty with France, iuccccdcd a recapitulation of that with Spain.— 
To this monarchy, it was faid, that reilitutions were made of poFelfious originally its own, 
and which were far from being of any real importance to this country . Minoica was always 
kept at an enormous expence in peace, and, from a variety of circumftnnces, could never he 
tenable in time of war. With regard to the ceifion of Gab Florida, and the permiUion al¬ 
lowed to Spain to retain Weft Florida, thofe articles were certainly to be defended on full- 
ftanlia! grounds :—The right of conqueft had given Weft Florida to the SpaniFt monarchy, 
and the furrender of Eaft Florida was the unavoidable confequence of an unfortunate and 
iviifconducted war : yet for thefc conccfiions an aftual compenfation had been made by the. 
teftoration of the Bahama iflands. I\ Fiould likewife be confidercd, that the expcnce of main¬ 
taining Eaft and W r eft Florida had been exceflive: for three years, the charges for Eaft Florida 
amounted to 368,000!.; and the expences of Weft Florida, for the fame period, arofe to a 
much larger fum. It was, at the fame time, proper to remember, that the imports and ex¬ 
ports of thefc provinces bore no proportion to the burthen of their maintenance; their derc- 
lifFion, therefore, did not afford fo great advantage to Spain as might be generally fuppofed :— 
Befidcs, if they had continued in our poFefiion, it is more than probable that they might have 
become a fource of future contcfts between the Englifh and the Americans, 

On a candid examination of the conccfiions which were made to the Iioufe of Bourbon, 
they were certainly much greater in appearance than in reality, as they can fcarccly be faid to 
afford it more ical advantages than were in i:s poll; ftion before the war ; its commerce would 
ccive no other increafe than what might proceed from an intercom fc with the United States 
of America; and there could be no doubt but the latter would find it thc ! r intereft to give a 
commercial preference to Great Britain. If France and Spain, in the powerful efforts they 
had made to feparate the North American colonies from Great Britain, were prompted by the 
expe&ation of monopolizing their trade, they would certainly find themfdves extremely mil- 
taken : they would fhare no more of it than was perfectly confident with the interefts of the 
Americans; who would, like all other trading nations, he governed by the mere profped of 
gain, diverted of all other confiderations. 

The treaty with the United States of America, as far as it related to their independence, had, 
in a great meafure, been previoufly formed by Parliament, The only points that remained for 
difeuftion, were the arrangement of the boundaries, the fettlcmcnt of the fifberios, and the 
terms ftipulated for the Loyalifts, Thefc were defended in the following manner;— 

By the line of boundary, all the’back fcttlements, and the whole country between the Alle¬ 
gany mountains and the MifiUfippi, were ceded to the United State*: to have retained the 
large trafk behind them, for the purpofe of fettling it with perfons of different political prin¬ 
ciples, would have been little better than laying the foundation of new war ami frelh tliftur- 

banceii.. 
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3 7^3 baoces, The free navigation of the Miffifiippi was, however, referved. The profits to he 
derived from the pofteffion of thefe northern diflrifls, had been greatly over-rated. Even 
Canada did not yield to the mother country a balance in trade in any wife equivalent to its 
coil : the expences incurred on account of that province, had, on the average of fevcral years, 
amounted to the annual firm of 8oo,ooool. On the other hand, the exports from Great Bri¬ 
tain to Canada were only 140,000!. and tjie imports no more than 50,000!. It could not, 
thetefore be contended, that 50,0001. a year was a fuilicient object with a great trading nation 
to induce the continuation of a war, of which its reprefentatives in Parliament had declared 
the mod pohrive abhorrence. But, in fact, the trade to Canada was not given up ; it was 
only divided ; and in fuch a manner as to prove beneficial to Great Britain. Monopolies are 
at all times odious ; and whatever car- conduce to rivalihip, advances the fpirit of traffic. It 
was alfo to be obferved, that the belt refources of trade in Canada lie to the northward : for 
though beavers are to be found in all thole countries of North Amciica which are fituated be¬ 
tween the 30th and 60th degrees of latitude, yet their furs are much thicker, and the animals 
themfelves more numerous, in the northern than in the fo 11 them climates. 

The ccffion of l’onobfcot had been flatcd as a lot's to Great Biitain, as depriving it of a 
territory that had furnithed mads for the navy in great abundance : but that objection could 
not I>c made with any degree of truth ; as that country was fo exhausted of timber, that there 
was not a Uee growing in it fir for a matt of any contiderahle iue : nor, indeed, was Great 
Britain in want of plentiful refources to lupply heiftlf with that article. 

The necctiirv which it was univcrfally acknowledged there was for obtaining a permanent 
peace, bv (upputling any ground of jealoufy and contention, juflificd the Canada boundaries; 
and they were not lefs llrongly fupportc.d by that lineral principle which had begun to extend 
iifeif over Eutope, and which was eager to break the opprellive chains of monopo-y. It was 
an acknowledged commercial maxim, that monopolies were, generally confidered, injuiious; 
and if there is a nation which ought to rejeft them, it is England. Situated as we aie, there 
is nothing wc ought to covet fo much as a free trade : our tea I mtereft a.td p-ofperiry co i!i ted 
in it, and no happier policy could be adopted than to extend by negotiation, a liberal and en¬ 
larged plan of commerce. Wc had aited upon thefe principles with re 1 poet to iielanJ. and 
it would be equally beneficial to exercife a fimiiar liberality in our tranfaftions with Anvica : 
the cafes were fimiiar ; and while the one was commended, it wax folly to rail againfi the other : 
but, in faff, the apparent generofity which had been fiiown to the United St„tes, was a*co- 
nemy to ourfelves. 

It was made an objeflion to the negociation with the Americans, that they were allowed to 
fifh on the banks of Newfoundland, and in all the bays and creeks, as well as on the couth of 
his Britannic Majefly’s dominions in America. But it had been very properly urged by the 
American commilfioners, that the refufa! to them of this right of fithnig, would be a mani- 
feftation of hollile intentions, and tend to preclude every hopeot reconciliation. Ben, lex, the 
fifhery lay in their patt of the ocean, and it was, in reality, impoffible to exclude them from 
it by any kind of reftriflions: and even if it had been pofiibie to make them renounce this 
claim, the perpetual violation of fuch a compafl, would have proved an endiefs fource of ani- 
moiity and contention. But further, it fhould be confidered, that there are two feafons for 
the fithery of Newfoundland ; the lirlT commences in February, and the latl in May or June. 
The firfl fcafon is not fo important; but, fuch as it is, it mult belong exclufively to the Ame¬ 
ricans : for no Ihips from England or Franee can take tlieir ilations there at fuch an early 
. a period 
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17S3 period of the year. It is a privilege which the Americans poflefs from the vicinity of their,' 
coaft : it is an advantage which nature has given them ; and to attempt to overthrow it, would 
not only be unjuft, but impra&icabie. With refpeft to the fecond, or principal filhery, the 
advantages were all on our fide, from the polTefiion of Newfoundland, where none but our- 
felves were entitled to the privilege of drying and curing fifh. It was in confcqucnce ot this 
advantage, that we did not ftand in need of tin; liberty of carrying on any filhery on the coaft 
of the countries belonging to the American ftates. 

No common degree of difeontent had been exprefled againft that article of the treaty by 
which the Congrefs was to recommend the cafe of the Loyal ills to the confideration of the 
different ftates which compofed the American confederacy. But, on this point, only one al¬ 
ternative prefented itfclf; cither to accept from Congrefs their recommendation to the pro¬ 
vincial ftates in favour of thofe unfortunate people, or to continue the war. The American 
commiflioners had no inftruflions. to proceed further than, they did, nor could they polfibly 
receive any ; as it was not in the power of Congrefs itfclf to do more than ftrongly to recom¬ 
mend the Loyalifts to pity and favour. In all its mcafurcs, fmee its iirfl conftitution, for 
providing either money or men, Congrefs had never gone further titan to offer their recom¬ 
mendation to the provincial afiemblies, and it has always been received with refpeft and defe¬ 
rence. But if, after all, the loyalifts ftiould not be received and chcrilhed in the bofom of their 
own country, it could not be fuppofed that England was fo loft to gratitude and honour, as 
wot to afford them an afylum ; and it would be furely a much wifer meafurc to confole them, 
in the moft ample manner, for their Ioffes, than to heap diftrefs upon the nation by continu¬ 
ing the calamities of war. Without fpiliing another drop of blood, and with one-fifth part of 
the expence of a campaign, eafe and happinefs might be given .to the Loyalifts, in as full a 
manner as they had been ever enjoyed by them. Nor ftiould it be palfed by without obferva- 
tion, that no expedient was left untried to obtain the moft complete re-eftablilliment of the 
Loyalifts in their original fituation.—This point was urged in preference to all the reft : nay, 
fo forcibly, and in fuch a peremptory manner was it infifted upon by the Britifti commiflioners, 
that the very ncgociation itfclf was fufpended, and very near being broken off, on the Ameri¬ 
can commiflioners declaring the ftate of their powers, which has been already deferibed.— 
Befides, it muft furely be allowed, that policy di&ated, with regard to America, that we fhould 
not be governed by flight and temporary confiderations, but by the view of obtaining real and 
lafting advantages. It was our intereft to guard againft the poflibiliry of future refentments, 
and to lay the foundation of an affeflion and unity, which would terminate in an enlarged 
fcheme of commercial intercourfe, and in a communication of mutual profperiry which might 
endure for ages. 

Such was the manner in which the miniftry defended their work of peace : and wc now 
proceed to ftate, with all poflible brevity, the principles on which it was difapproved. 

That part of the coaft of Newfoundland where the French were to enjoy an exclufive fifherv, 
could not, in reafon, be deemed lefs produftive than that we retained. It had been fpccificaliy 
demanded as a proportionable fhare by the French miniftry; and there is no reafon-to imagine 
that they would, knowingly, have contented themfelves with the worft. 

The iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were fufceptible of more improvement in the article 
of fortification, and would prove of more utility in time of war than had been reprefented.— 
Their fituation alone commanded the Gulf of St. Laurence, and when properly ftrengthened, 

might 
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*783 might greatly mold! our filhery oit the banks of Newfoundland, and interrupt our navigation 
to Canada. 

I he cefTion of Tobago and St. Lucia was a very pernicious mcafure.—In a commercial 
light, the iii ft of thefe iflands was of very great importance, as its cotton was the beft in the 
Weft Indies. The fccond was a Ration whofe utility in war was never doubted : it was a con- 
llant cheek upon the operations of the enemy in thole parts ; it had enabled us to keep a 
continual eye on the motions of their fleets ; and had, in fad't, been the caufe of the glorious 
victory on the 12th of April, which had given fo favourable a turn to the Ikuatkm of our 
affairs. 

Nothing could be more mifehievous or improvident than the yielding up Senega] and Goree. 
The mmillry might have learned horn the laft peace, that France was dearly of opinion that 
the gum trade could not exift without the poffeflion of one of thefe places. It was upon this 
principle, fuggeftrd by France, and admitted by us,, that they were then divided, and that 
England and France were fecurcd refpeftively in a participation of the trade : but nosv, that 
they are united, the trade is exclufively in the power of France. It had been urged, that the 
trade was an objeft of trilling importance ; but without it, two great branches of our rnanu- 
faflure, that of printed linens, and that of filks and gauzes, would be deftroyed. The want of 
it imill he very much felt indeed by us in cafe of another war; and, during peace, the price 
of the commodity would be adjufted by France. * 

With refpeft to the abrogation of all the former articles relative to Dunkirk, it was allowed 
that much difference of opinion exifted with rtfpefl to the importance of this harbour; but 
its deficiencies, in other refpe&js, were abundantly made up by the peculiar advantages of its 
lituation. The bafon, when opened and repaiied, would, be capable of containing twenty or 
tillity ihips of confidcrahle fi/.e and burthen ; which, bluing out at all feafons, would annoy 
our trade in its very centre, and counterbalance, in fome mcafure, the advantages of our local 
lituation lor commerce. 

To thefe conccilions ought to be added the reftoration of their fettlemcnts, and other im¬ 
portant advantages fecurcd to the French in the Kail Indies. Pondicherry was not only given 
back, but to tender it the more acceptable, a large territory was made to accompany it. A free, 
independent, and, which is more alarming, an undefined trade in this quarter of ti e world was 
picfcnted to France ; and, in effefl, fhe had obtained the liberty of furrounding Chanderna- 
goic with a fortification : for what interpretation but this can be affigned to the article confer¬ 
ring the privilege of furrounding that place with a ditch r—During the laft peace, the French 
had made what they called a ditch in this Ration ; but when General Campbell, infpefted ir, 
he without heiitatioti pronounced it to be a fortification, and it was accordingly deftroyed bv 
the fervants of the Fall India Company, The permillion therefore to rcflorc this ditch, 
would, at heft, endanger contention and difturbance, hut would likewile, in all probability, 
end in improving Chandcrnagorc into a place of arms, and a foimidablc poll in the centre of 
our government. 

In this manner, it was laid, had France, though unfuccefsful in the Faft, and defeated in 
the Weft Indies; when deprived of her fiflicry in the North American leas, and cut off from 
the moft lucrative branch of the African trade ; when her marine began vifiblv to decline, and 
ours to recover its afcendancy; in this inferiority of circumftances, her negotiators had been 
able to frame a treaty as advantageous as if the entile fuperioiity was on her fide. 

Vol. IV. 3 O ■ 
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AM HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

The treaty with Spain underwent the following Hriaurcs 
Bv the ceffion of Minorca we had loft an blind of the utnioft importance to the fupport of' 
our Mediterranean trade in time of war.—There our men of war, privateers’, and merchant¬ 
men found art harbour to tefit, when the occafion required it, and a certain refuge Irom the 
enemy. 

Whatever rcafons might be offered for the ceffion of Weft Florida, the furrender of Faff 
Florida could not, by the aid of any fophiitry, find a plaufiblc jullifiration. 'I lie latter 
province, whether in point of fituation or of commercial produce, had either been little under- 
Hood, or defiguedly under-rated. It poffelled one of the finch hatbours in the world, called 
the Bay of Tampa, or Efpiritu Santo, fituated in an healthy climate, and where ft ups weie 
fafe from the annoyance of worms. Bcftdes, the coaft of Eat! Florida was coveted with fmall 
iflands, from whence privateers might run to fea, and attack our Jamaica trade as it palled the 
Gulf; and this inconvenience was the more to be feared in future, from the lofs of Georgia, 
whofc harbours formerly ferved both to proteft our trade and to Iheher it front tempclls. It 
poffcffed alfo forne internal refources, and was capable of great improvement. The people 
fettled in it were firmly attached to the Britilh government: but its chief recommendation 
was the convenience of its fituation as an afylum for the perfecutcd Loyalifis, winch would 
have been far preferable to the comfortlefs climate of Nova Scotia. 

The terms granted to America partook of the teprehenfive obfervations which had fallen 
upon the other branches of the peace, ft was confidered as an umu-celiaty facritice of the in- 
terefts of Great Britain, that the limits affigned to the dependencies of that country and the 
United States, left the latter in poffehion of a multiplicity of ihong places, conftruckd and 
fortified at a vail expence to England, and the ceffion of which was not julliiicd by any valid 
reafon whatever. Bv this ceffion, a confiderable part, if not the whole of the fur trade, was 
fc.r ever transferred to the United States, and all attempts to defend it upon the ptiuciple 0 fa 
Fee trade were abfurd and frivolous. 'Flic aigumcnts drawn from the amount of exports and 
imports,, would make rather for the entire ceffion oi Canada , and, without the inteiior tunic 
of that country, it was a mockery to keep the two forts of Montreal and Quebec, to he flip- 
ported by this kingdom at a very great expcncc, and to become a lubjeft oi future dil’agice- 
inent. But the balance had not been fairly Hated , for the charge was, in a great degree, to be 
placed to the account of the war ; and the profits would have been very great in peace, had wo 
not given away the tuofi valuable part of the province. We held Charldtown, in South Ca¬ 
rolina, which gave us, in a great mcaibre, the command of that province. Wc weie mail is 
of New York and the neighbor,!lug itics, efprcially tire larg? arid important one of Fong 
Ifland. Thete being the head-quaiiers of t.'io Biiujh armies, and lying in t!tc centteof .vuth 
Ametica, kent the whole continent in awe. 'i'hc Indian cotintrie, and nations contiguous to 
the back fcttlemenrs wen: in out intcieft; and, in the colonies thcmlclvet. we had Humbert of 
zealous ftjt ii*is and adherents : even among thole who profdi’.d rhemfehes our enemies, mul¬ 
titudes were very defitous of terminating the war, at all event-, and did not hditate to exprefs 
their lentiments in the moft timeierved manner. The Canadian meridian's had, at an cnor- 
nmus cy.pence, ere fled forts at.J ftor< Itoufcs on the bunks of the lakes, f rom a convifliou ot 
the ,*re.it ptofifs which weie to be d. lived from the commerce they had Ulahlilhcd in the inte¬ 
rior parts ot the country ; hu! theft- would now prove of li’tle ufe, from the fuperior fhare 
thich the Americans could not fail to deuve of ail the benefits produced in future by a com¬ 
mercial 
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i J S3 mcrcial iatcrcourfc with the Indians, in confecjucnce of the prodigious extent of territory fo 
extravagantly ceded by the treaty. 

The article concerning the Loyalifts was attacked with great feveritv. The rcflitution of 
their property, confifcatcd during the war for their fidelity to our caufc, had been refufed by 
the American commiflioncrs, on pretence that neither they, nor C'ongrcfs ilfclf, could comply 
with it, any further than hy recommendation to the different Hates; if fuel), were the powers 
of Cong refs:, or of thofc whom it commillioncd to treat on its behalf, they were totally inade¬ 
quate to the proper purpolcs of treating, and tended only to delude thofc with whom they pre¬ 
tended to ncgociate, 

T he demand was in itfclf fo jud, and founded on fo many hiftorical precedents, that Con- 
grefs could not polTi’nly plead a want of forefight that it would be made. It had been ufual, 
in all ages, on the cdfatton of a civil war, to grant a general amnetly. No other motives but 
tltofe of the baled and mod barbarous revenge, could induce men to exprefs any avcilton to 
fucli an humane and ncccliary meafure : next to the cruelty of fuch a retufal, was tlie mean- 
nets of thofc wlio fubmitted to it. Circumllances empowered this nation to have acted with 
fin h lirmnef;, as to compel the Americans to relax their obttinacy in this particular. I'ntil 
tliev had. confcntcd to 2 generous treatment of the Loyalitls, we ought to ha\e with-held the 
1 t liitution of the many flrong places dill remaining in our hands, and made the Untender of 
tin m the pii.-c of their acquiclcence in our demands in favour of the brave and faithful people 


who had lutiered lo much on our account. 

Such wen the h ading arguments employed in favour of, and againft the peace. The de¬ 
bates mi that iubjca in the II.wife ot Commons laded thtoughout the night ; and, at eight in 
the morning, the miniOctial addled was rcjcflcd by a majority of 16; 208 voting lor, and 
2?4 agaiud it. In the Houle of Lords, the miniilry was more fortunate, as the addrefs moved 
I.v them there, wv.s c.iuied in their favour, by 72 votes again 59.—1 our days after this debate, 
the opwofnion, encouraged bv their fucccis, moved, in confeijucnce of it, ‘‘ 1 hat the eonecl- 
fi.ms made to the enemies of Great Rtitain were gtcater that) they wete entitled to, on a com- 
p. rativc v icw of their lituation and that of this country.” This motion revived ti.e pu ceding 
a!tc!cation ; but oppolitior: again remained victorious, by a majority of Uvcniccn : lyo voting 


for minidtv, and 207 egaintl it. 

In this manner ended the parliamentary debates occafioncd by the peace.—In the mean tune, 
a negotiation had been opened with the 8tatis-Cxcncr.il at. the Hague. At the dole (.1 the lad* 
vear, after the provilicnal tteatv with Ametica had been concluded, and while thofc with 
France and .Spain were in gicat fonvardncl's, the Dutch miniders at Paris propoled a negotia¬ 
tion with the Btuiilt mitiiihv at that court, on the terms Dieted to them in the mon’li of 
April preceding , but they met w>;!, a retufal, 111 their turn, and were given to untie, dan-!, 
that having put a negative on the endeavours of (Jtc.it ihitam to ell cel a part tctd.tr recoin dia- 
ation with Holland, that country had no right to cxpfcl any more than to be p.ac.cu on the. 
lame looting as other powers. 

Prcliminai v at tides of peace being, however, agreed upon between Great Britain on the one 
part, and by Fiance and Spain on the other, in the January following, a tuipeniion r>l arms 
took place at the fame time with rcfpe£l to Holland, by which the Dutch were included in the 
general pacification. But notwithdainhug the definitive arrangements among the other belli¬ 
gerent powers, in confajttcncc ot the rcUoration ot peace, wetc fmallv cotjcntdid in Sepniuh. r, 
it was not til! then that the Staus-Gcneral came to a preliminary duluntnt with G’.eat !:\ot. 

3 U z ft h* 
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a7H3 The confequences which had been prcdifted to the Dutch, on their taking part againft the 
Englifh, weic lliiftly verified. Impelled by the narrow maxims of a commercial jeaioufy, and 
improvident of all concerns but thole of the prelent hour, they lillcned to the clamours of an 
i mere lied faflion, and were deluded by the pi ofpedt of advantages which they have not ob¬ 
tained. An honourable adherence to the intcrcft of Great Britain, which the experience of 
two centuries had fo forcibly proved to be their own, would have operated as an cffedual check 
upon that power it chiefly behoves them to keep within due bounds. Little more than a re- 
lpeftablc fyllem of neutrality, or, at moll, an explicit determination to preferve inviolate their 
friendihip and engagements with this country.woukl have been fuflkient, in conjunflion with 
the adting {Length of Great Britain, to deter its enemies from forming that combination which 
cot! it fuch a profufion of blood and treafure to refill. 

A conduit framed upon fuch principles, would have fupported rhat chandler of confi'L-ncy 
and forefight for which they had been fo long renowned; it would have fecured that indepen¬ 
dent fituation which they had hitherto fo happily maintained ; and it would have prevented 
the degradation of being forced to feck the protect ion of a power whole ambition was prover¬ 
bial in the political world, and the effedls of which no people had more woefully expeiicnccd 
than themfelves, at different periods of their government. 

After Holland, Spain was the greatcll fufferer among thofe who had formed the confederacy 
againfl Great Britain.—The recovery of Minorca and the Fioridas, was hut a poor tompenfu- 
tion for the prodigious expence and lofs of men incurred at the fiegc of Gibtahar, and in the 
various naval expeditions and extraordinary exertions that monarchy was obliged to make, in 
confcquence of its engagements with France. 

All Em ope, without excepting its own fubjefls, were well convinced of the folly of Spain 
In contributing to the independence of the Britifh colonies. It will, without doubt, one day 
feel the inifehiefs ariling from a proximity to a people who inherit, in a very great degree, the 
courage and enterprizing difpolition of the nation'from which they fprun.g, and who have 
already given very {efficient proofs that they will omit no opportunity of extending their limits, 
and carrying their commerce as far as their power and circumftances will enable them. 

Even France itfclf, though it may be laid to have lopped off a limb from the coloffal power 
of the Britifh empire, has bought the darling objedl at too great a price. The refonrees of 
that kingdom were fo exhaulfcd, and its finances fo completely reduced, that in the month of 
Odfober in this year, the bank of Paris, which was fupported by the whole ftrength of govern¬ 
ment, flopped payment. Nor was this all,—for it foon appeared, in a variety of initances, 
how very fhort indeed of their expeditions thofe benefits would prove, which they were lb 
fanguine in promifing to themfelves, on the emancipation of the Biitifh North American colo¬ 
nies from their dependence on the parent flate. 

Nor does the change in their political fyfttro appear to he fraught with any real advantage 
to the United States.—Whatever may be their future defliny, it is very evident that a long 
period will pafs away before they can anivc at a permanent and fatisfadtory fettlemcnt of their 
internal affairs, or acquire a political {lability and national eminence. Their commerce, from 
which they had formed fuch extenfive and flattering profpefts, will long feel the want of the 
fuflainitig hand of Great Britain, and convince fuch as are not already convinced, that their 
reparation from this country is by no means that great political good of vvh ell they had been 
taughVto boaft with fo much confidence. 


Great 
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17S3 Great Britain, on tire other hand, though deemed of thofe colonies which fhe liad planted 

and reared will fo much care, and protected with fo much glory, ltill remained an objcfl of 
terror and admiration to all her enemies. With a fpi 1 it fuperior to all difficulties, and wiih 
rcfources, though greatly tried, yet by no means cxhautled, Ihc Bill held up her head among 
the nations of the world. 

The events of the iaft campaign were objcifts of feiious conlideration with her enemies.— 
The fuccefles obtained by Cheat Britain, and the valour with which they were accomplilhed, 
had fixed the attention of all Europe, fiance and Spain began to reflect with a growing ap- 
piclu niion on the precarious nature of thole benefits which they had expcfled would naturally 
have icfulted from their combination ; they then fore came to the refolution of defiiling from 
the vaft pretenfions they had formed, and of contenting themfelves with having obtained inde¬ 
pendence to the colonifts of N01 th America, leaving to the Americans themfeives, the grate¬ 
ful talk of rendering, if it were poflible, their difniembermeift from the iJritilh empire bene¬ 
ficial to their allies, and detrimental to Great Britain. 

With whatever fever itv the terms of this peace might have been treated r.t the time of its 
conclufion, there was more than one period ol the war, when it was mmctf.iilv believed, that 
peace would ncvei have been purchafed without making iar greater facritices on the part of this 
countiv. Without entering into an examination of the arguments employed bv contending 
parties on the occalion ; we, who now feel the cftefls of that peace; and are witrivlfes to the 
growing piofpctity of the empire, tliall, without hefitation pronounce, that the (late 1 ,'men who 
lor rued this peace, defer ve to be ranked among the fiiif friends of their country. 

In this m inner terminated a war, the molt important that has been known fince tire difeo- 
veryofthe new world. Both hemifphetes were deeply concerned in the iifue of it. At its 
very commencement, it was evidently perceived in Europe, that if Gieat Britain fhouiu he 
finally deprived of the fovcrcignty over her revolted colonies, a new fyltem or politics would 
difTufc itl'elf in procefs ol time, over every part of the globe. 

In this great revolution, the European States, polfeded of dominions in America, beheld 
an irmnenfe portion of the earth, hitherto fubjedl to their obedience and luhfcrvicnt to their 
defigns, animated by the fuccefsful example of a numerous proportion cf its inhabitants to 
tin ow off this yoke and claim independence. An event of this kind, by coufi- ing them to 
the limits of their own country, would of courle produce a very great change ot their politics 
and interefis, and oblige them to adopt new maxims of eondud both in their domeitic and 
foreign concerns. 

Thofe powers, on the other hand, who had no territories in America, would ft ill greatly 
participate in the cffefb of this change, from the connections fill fubfiBing, and the new 
corrcfpondencc of it, between the European nations, in every branch of political and com¬ 
mercial intercom fc. 

Great Britain, though, in appearance, jpratlv injured by her immrnfe loft of territory, 
would, ncvcrthelefs, from the excellence ol hci conilituiiori and the whilom of her govern¬ 
ment, but, above all, from tire genius of induftry and pci fevering fpirit of her people, retain, 
in all probability, the advantages and importance which had fo long relulted horn them, and 
Bill maintain her fuperior rank among the powers of Europe. 

Among thofe truths which it moB concerns mankind to know, the Britifli nation had emi¬ 
nently proved, that the fplcndor and felicity of a Bate by no means depend on the extent of its 
territorial pofieifions, fo much as on the improvement of thole opportunities which are der ived 

from 
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from nature and fltustion. TIicl'c were benefits of which no viciffit rules of fortune could de¬ 
pt ive this country ; and it was in the rettular experience of the paft efficacy, the confluence of 
its future ptolperity looked for a certain foundation. 

This truth had at no time been lb powetfully elv.cid.tlH, as during this tcrril-ic Cornell. 
Diipnfieiled of'thole colonies on which it had been conftantlv afiiime.l that bet g'catnUs pirn- 
tipallv depended,—oppoied by them with a fprcc equal in flung! h and fpitit to that cl her 
formidable enemies,—afl.ii led by theft- in every quarter,—attacked by her amient allies, 
and abandoned by all the world ; in this tremendous filiation, tut off from .1 variety of lur 
former commercial re lot trees, and reiving wholly on herlcl!, lhe fill found means to r. 11 it the 
moil poweif'u! combination that is recorded in the hiftorv of the world. She fought In-r foes 
bv fca and land, and with advantage, wherever they were to be found, and on the lea their 
trade was nearly ruined, while their naval loflcs were inimifuly fupenor to her own ; the 
balance againft them, at the clofc o the war, being 28 flops of the line and 37 frigates, carry¬ 
ing, altogether, near 2,000 guns. 

Having fuflained this dreadful conflict with fo much glory, and terminated it with fo much 
honour, without the leatl atuihmce or interfering ft icndlhip oi any power, ayiiuil iueli an 
ltoil of enemies, fire roic from amidft all her dangers and dilheultks, to ofior to the world l uck 
a fpcflacle of renown as the annals of time had never iccoulrd. 

In confequettcc, however, of the centime jmfli-d on I lie pv?' - e by the Houle of Commons, 
the Farl of Shelburne quitted his office oi f irfl Commiflionei of the Trt afury, and the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer declared in Parliament, that he only held his place till a fjcceffor 
fhould be appointed to till it: and as it was fume time before a new adminiilratin.n could hr 
arranged, a ministerial interregnum enfued, during which time the kingdom remained without 
a refponfible government. At length, on the fecond of April, a new miniihy was announced 
to the public, of which the following perfons formed the Cabinet Council: the Duke of Poll- 
land, I irfl Conuuiffioncr of the Treafttry,— Lord North and Mr. Charles Pox, Secrttaiies of 

j )Utc> _Lord J. Caveiidilb, Chancellor of the Exchequer,—Lord Keppol, Firil Comtmtfionor 

of the Admiralty,—Lord Stormont, Prclident of the Council,— Lord Towidhend, Mailer 
(General of the Ordnance,—the Earl of Carlifie, Lord Privy Seal,—Mr. Fitzpatrick, Secre¬ 


tary at War, 2 tc. 

M'he fir ft objeft of importance that engaged the attention of Parliament, after the change of 
adminiftration, was the opening a commercial intercourse with the ftates of N’otth Ainciica. 
by the prohibitory afts which had palled during the rebellion, all communication with that 
coui.frv, in the way of trade, had been cnlitcly cut off; and though it was the prevailing opt* 
jiion in Parliament, that thole aits were virtually repealed by the acknowledgment of the 
independence of the United States, vet, in their new charafler, they bicatne lubjrct to ot!i,r 
Tcftriitions which it was nca-fftry to relax and modify: a bill for this put pole had been 
biouchf into the Houle of Commons by the late miniilry ; but, during the gicat variety of 
dibeufftons which it underwent, difficulties of fuch a complicated nature had arifen, that it 


never got through the committee. 

In the mean time, no regulations whatever having been ftipulatcd by the treaty of peace, 
the commercial intcrcfls of the country ivcie fuffering very materially; for not only a number 


of veffe's. richly fteighted fm America, were detained in harbour, but tlicrc was great danger 
of having the milker, prc-occupied by our rivals. In this emergency, the new mimltcts 
thou ght it belt to drop the old bill for the prefent, and to pals two liiort bill*, one to 1 t*pcai 
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17B3 aTI the prohibitory afls,—the other to remove the neccflity of requiring rcunifefloes or other 
documents for any fhips belonging to the lMisted Srates of America, arriving from thence at 
any port of tins kingdom, or upon entering or clearing out from anv port within the (aid 
United States, and to lodge in the King-and Council, for a limited time, a power to make 
fuch other regulation* as might be expedient. 

On the 1 Gtli of July the feflion of Parliament was doled: bis Majeftv’s fpeedi to both 
Houles on the occalion, contained nothing particular, but that the exigencies of the public 
fcrvice might require their being called together again at an carlv period. 

It may Ik nccdlary to oldene, that the (late of the affairs of the Ealt India Company, con¬ 
tinued to be the objefl of unremitted invcfligation in the two parliamentary committees ap¬ 
pointed for that ptripofe, but that the unfetllcd (late of government prevented any effectual 

nualurcs from being taken in con'l q iience of their reports. The proceedings of the enfuing 
idtion will afford us an opportunity of entering more particularly into thole great and impor¬ 
tant ohjt-fts. 

The following treatv between the Mahrntfas and the Eaft India Company, which war 
finally ratified in the month of Kebruary in this year, was a moft defirabic event, and lnomifed 
the return of ilibilitv to our affairs in the IkitL This peace was ncgociatcd otr pjiaeipiea 
wind) were equally honourable to the contiading parties ; and, in the liberality oi it;, article , 
there was a m out able prognostic of its duration » 

“ Atirde I. It is jlipulatul and agreed to between the Honourable the Engiifh E.ilt India 
Company and the I’dhwa, through the mediation of Yladiioo Row Scindia, that ait count: 1 , 

places, rrtics, and forts, including liatlten, Ac. winch have been taken from the iwovr, 
dm rug the war that has arifett lince lire treatv fettled in Colonel Upton, and Live come into 
toe pdkdhon. of the Llnglifh, lhall be ddiveted up to the Peiiiwa. The ter icteric<. toif, 
vibes, Ac. to be reftored, lhall be delivered within tire tpace of two months from Uic piriid 
v.htu this t'e.itv (hail heroine complete (.'■) bercaitir ddcrtbc’J) to fuch perions as the Pdl.wa, 
or Lis ntinriV.i Nana f urnr.vcle lhall appoint. 

“ il. It i. ago vd .tvnm the Enghih Company ar.d the Pcfhvva, that f.rlfette, and three 
other iilands, via. Elephant.!, (7 a ran j 1, .*•*.* I i log, whidt arc tndudvJ in the treatv of Colonel 
Upton, Ih.b! continue tor ever in the potfctf.on ot the Englkh. Il mu other ilkmds have been 


taken in the couric ot the pu tent war, t'nev f nil be delivered n > to the PeShwa. 

“ 111 . W Jicteas it "'as ftipt.laled in the fourth arise g the ticatv of Cole:.-! Upt<.«, 

* That tin Ft .’luva an 1 all the clitdls of the Mdtr.ra fate, do agree to give the !• ja-.; -: h. y , ;n- 

* p.mv lor i-vi ail ugh' and title to th. s i'ey livi' h, a-' full rnd ctmiplet. a.- ever t> e <y'V:»- 

* ed from tire Moguls or othewrie, v it! • v.t tvlatt.ntg any , hum ui Chom, or airs , 'tier v saints 

* whatever , fo r li.tt the kngliih Ctunpany ll:aii pehi :s ;■ v\ sthoui pat innpatron or claim o; any 
‘ kind.’ Tim article is .tccotdh.glv continue.! in Uni force and oil yet. 

“ IV. The l’dlnwi having formerly, in the treaty of Colonel Upton, agreed, by way of 
frieudllup, to give up the Ktigliih a country of three lacks rupees near lkiroadt. tl»c Kng- 
lilh do now, at the requetl of M-nlhoo Row S-injia, conilnt to leimquitlt then eiaitu to the 
laid country in favour ol the IVthvva. 

“ V. The country which fnojec and i bitty .Sin;* (nvickwar gave to fl c F.nglilli, and 
which is mentioned in the lioeuth at tide of the treaty with Colonel Upton, being therein 
left in a Rate of fulpcnfe ; tlte Engiilh, with a view to obviate all future difputes, now agree. 
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1783 that it flul! be reflored, and it is hereby fettled, that, if the faid country be a part of the efia- 
blifhed territory of the Gwitkwar, ir ihall he rdfoted to the Gwickwar; and if it {hull be a 
part of the Pdhwa’s tern cries, it ihall be reftored to the Pelhwa. 

“ VI. Tire Englifh engage, that having allowed llagonaut Row a period of four months, 
front the time in which this treaty Ihall become complete, to hx on a place of refidence, they will 
not after the expiration of the faid period afford him any fupport, proteftion, or abidance, 
nor fupply him with money for his expcnces: and the Pefhwa on bis part engages, that if 
Ragonaut Row will voluntarily, and of his own accord, repair to Malta Rajah Madhoo Row 
Scindia, and quietly refide with him, the lum of 25,000 rupees per month ihall be paid him 
for hts maintenance, and no injury whatever (hall be offeted to hint by the Pelhwa, or arty of 
his people. 

“ Vil. The Honourable Eng'.ifh Eafl India Company and the Pefltwa, being defirous 
that their refpedtive allies Ihall be included in this peace, it is hereby mutually ilipuJated, 
that each party (hall make peace with the allies of the other in the manner herein-alter ipe- 
•eified. 

“ VIII. The territory which has long been the eflabiifhed jaghecr of Sceajec Gwitkwar, 
and Futty Sing Gwickwar, that is to fay, whatever territory Futty Sing Gvvickwar poffeffed 
at the commencement of the prelent war, fhall hereafter for ever remain on the ufual footing 
in his poffdlion; and the faid Futty Sing Ihall, from the date of this treaty being complete, 
pay for the future to the Pefhwa the tribute as ufual, previous to the prefent war; and fhall 
perform fuch fervices, and be fubjeft to fuel) obedience as have long been crtablilhed, and 
cuilomary. No claims ihall be made on the faid Futty Sing, by the*Pefhwa, for the-peiiod 
that is pafi. 

“ IX. The Pefhwa engages, that whereas the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, having concluded a 
treaty with him, hath diflurbed and taken poffeffion of territories belonging to the Englilh and 
their allies, he Ihall be made to rclinquilh them, and they Ihall be retlorcd to the Company, 
and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn. Ail prifoners that have been taken on either fide dur¬ 
ing the war, fhall be releafed, and Hyder Ally Cawn fhall be made to relinquifh all fuch ter¬ 
naries belonging to the Englifh Company, and their allies, as he may have taken poffeffion 
of face the ninth of the month Ramazan, in the year 1180, being the date of his treaty witli 
the Pefltwa 1 and the faid territories fhall be delivered over to the Englifh, and the Nabob 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, within lix months after this tieaty being complete: and the Englifh 
in fuch cafe agreed, that fo long as Hyder Ally Cawn Utah afterwards abflain from hoflihtics 
againft them and their allies, and lo long as he fhall continue in fricndfhip with the Pefhwa, 
that they will, in no refpeft, ad! hoililcly towards him. 

“ X. The Pefhwa engages on his own behalf, as well as on behalf of the Nabob Nizam 
Ally Cawn, Ragojee Boufala, Syna Sahel) Souba, and the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, that 
they fhall in every refpeft maintain peace towards the Englifh and their allies the Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah Bchader, and the Nabob Mahomed Aliy Cawn Behader, and fhall in no rei'pedt 
whatever give them any difturbance. The Englifh engage on their own behalf, as well as on 
the behalf of their allies the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn, 
that they fhall in every refpeft maintain peace towards the Pefhwa, and his allies the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Cawn, Ragojee Boufala, and SynaSaheb: and the Englifh further engage on 
their own behalf, as well as on the behalf of their allies, that they will maintain peace all'o 

towards 
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this treaty. 

“ XI. Thf Honourable the Eaft India Company, and the Pcfhwa, mutually ag'ee, that the 
vcffels of each fhail offer no diflurbance to the navigation of the veffets of the other: and the 
veflels of each lhall be allowed accefs to the ports of the other, where they fhail meet with no 
tnoleftation, and the fulleft proteftion lhall be reciprocally afforded. 

“ XII. The Pclhwa, and the chiefs of the Mahratta date, hcicby agree, that the Englifit 
lhall enjoy the privilege of trade as formerly, in the Mahratta territories, and fhail meet with 
no kind of interruption: and in the fame manner, the Eaft India Company agree, that the 
fubjefts of the Pcfhwa fhail be allowed the privileges of trade without interruption in the ter¬ 
ritories of the Engliih. 

“ XIII. The Pcfhwa hereby engages, that he will not fuffer any faftories of other Euro¬ 
pean nations tojbc cflablilhcd in his territories, or thole of the chiefs dependent on him, ex¬ 
cepting only fuch as are already cflablifhcd by the Portuguefe ; and lie will hold no intercom fc 
of friendship with any other European nations : and the Englifh on 'their part agree, that they 
will not afford affiftancc to any nation of Decan, or Ilindoftan, at enmity with the Pcfhwa. 

“ XIV. The Englifh and the Pcfhwa mutually agree, that neither will afford any kind of 
affiflance to the enemies of the other. 

“ XV. The Honourable the Governor Gcneraf and Council of Fort William engage, that 
they will not permit any of the chiefs, dependents, or fubjefts of the Englifh, the gentlemen 
of Bombay, Surat, or Madras, to aft contrary, at anyplace, to the terms of this treaty. In 
the fame manner the Pcfhwa Madhoo Row' Pundit Purdhan engages, that none of the chiefs 
or fubjefts of the Mahratta date fhail aft contrary to them. 

“ XVI. The Honourable F.aft India Company, and the Pcfhwa Madhoo Row Pundit 
Purdhan, having the fulleft confidence in Malia Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia Behader, 
they have both requefted the faid Maha Rajah to be the mutual guarantee for the perpetual 
and invariable adherence of both parties to the conditions of this treaty ; and the faid Madhoo 
Row Scindia, from a regard to the welfare of both dates, hath taken upon himfelf the mutual 
guarantee. If cither of the parties (hall deviate from the conditions of this treaty, the faid 
Maha Rajah will join the other patty, and will to the utmoft of his power, endeavour to bring 
the aggreft'or to a proper underftanding. 

XVII. It is hereby agreed, that whatever territories, forts or cities in Guzzcrat, were 
granted by Ragonaut Row to the Englifh, previous to the treaty of Colonel Upton, and have 
come into their poffeilion, the reftitution of which was ftipulatcd in the feventh article of the 
faid treaty, lhall be. reftored agreeable to the terms of the faid treaty. 

“ This treaty, confiding of feventcen articles, is fettled at Salbey, in the camp of Maha 
Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia, on the fourth of the month Jemmad ul Saanv, in the 
Year 1187 of the Hegira, corrcfponding with the 17th of May, 1782, of the Chriftian jera, 
by the laid Maha Rajah, and Mr. David Anderfon. A copy hereof (ball be lent, by each of 
the above-named perfons, to their refpeftive principals at Fort W iliiam and Poonah ; and on 
both copies being returned, the one under the teal o( the Honourable the Eaft India Company, 
and fignature of the Honourable Goyrnor’Gcncral and Council of 1 ort William, fhail be 
deliveted to Maha Rajah Madhoo Row Scindia Behader, and the other under the feal of the 
Pcfhwa Madhoo Row Pundit Purdhan, and the fignature of Ballagcc Pundit Nana Furnavefe, 
Vol. IV. 3 » lhall 
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articles herein contained fliall become binding on both the contrafling parties. 

Written in the Mahratta character, by Ragoo Bhow Dewan. “ In all leventeen articles, 
on the 4th ol'Jemmad ul Akhcr, or the 5th of Jeyt Adeck, in the Shukul Pattah, in the 
year 11 Si.” 

Subieribed in the Mahratta character, by Mahajce Scindia, on the fame day. 

Agreed to w hat is above written, * 

(Signed,) D. Anderson. 

James Anderson, } u ,; !Kif r (h 
William Blais, i 

A true translation, J. Anderson, Afliftant to the Embafty. 

“ Subfcribed in the hand willing of Nana Furnavefe.” Done by me Ballajce Inardine, on 
the 15th of Mohumirn, in the year 1183 (December2C, 1782I ui^ier the fmall feal of 
the Ptlhwa, ratified ;iifi> by Scindia, the 21ft of Rabbie ul Owal; counterpart fubferibed 
by Mr. Anderfon, the 24th of February, 1783. 

Nothing could be more advantageous, or happen more opportunely for the Englifh, than 
the conclufion of this treaty with the Mahrattas at fuch a critical period : ior, independent of 
its commercial benefits, particularly that granted by the ninth article, whereby the foie right 
of cftablifhing factories in the Mahratti fiates is veiled in the Kail India Company, the de¬ 
taching fo powerful a people from the intereft of Hyder Ally, and converting a formidable 
enemy into an adive friend, was a moft happy ftroke of policy, efpeciaiiy as our affairs on the 
coafl: of Malabar, a Ihort time i'ubfecjucnt to this,.took a very unfavourable turn,—the expe¬ 
dition of General Matthews into the Canarce country having entirely Failed, his army being 
wholly cut off, and himfelf taken piifoner.—Of this unfortunate tranfadion we ihall here give 
the following brief flatemcnt. 

On the 5th of January, in this year, General Matthews flormed the city of Onore, fituated 
about 300 miles to the fouth of Bombay, and one of the principal places in the country of 
Canaree. The death of Hyder Ally happening about this time, had excited the grcateil ex- 
pedation in his enemies, of being able to profit by this event. The prefidcncy of Bombay, 
in confequcnce of it, fent orders to General Matthews to proceed with all the force lie could 
coiled, in order to gain poffeflion of Bednure, the capital of the Canarce country, by which 
means the treafures of Hyder Ally, which were reputed to be immenfe, would fall into his 
hands, with all the magazines of war. Colonel Macleod, with as many troops as could be 
fpared from our poflefllons in Myforc, having joined General Matthews, the open country 
was fpcedily reduced; Bednure, which now bore the name of Hyder Nagur, being incapable 
of defence, was lurrendercd, with ail its treafures, on certain flipulations, to the Britilh com¬ 
mander ; Mangalore and Carwar, two ftrong fortreffes on tire coafl, were' alfo taken, and this 
fertile and favourite country was completely fubdued. 

On the furrender of Bednure, which took place in the beginning of February, the Britifli 
commander imprifoned the Indian governor, in direct violation of the articles of capitulat ion, 
and committed various irregularities which gave great offence to his principal officers. Col. 
Macleod, Colonel Humberftone and Major Shaw lgft the army, in the midft of its progrefs, 
and retired to Bombay. Thefe officers belonged to the King’s troops, and were men of ap¬ 
proved honour and courage. The moft bitter recriminations took plJccs between them and 
the General after this retreat. One point of*difputc among them was a matter of rank: the 

commander 
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officer in the King’s fcrvice. Another queftion lefpeQcd the plunder of Tipp«p Saib’s unfor¬ 
tunate fuhjc£l$. The difgufleu officers ( ha- ; rd General Matthews «ith making a private agree¬ 
ment with the Viceroy, fubl'equcnt to tlr ■ gcneral<papitulation, by which that pi nice had been 
permitted to claim a confukrablc tree lure that was at fiifl deftined fot the plunder of the army. 
The General, in return, declared, that his whole forces were look and nnfti.hng as the uioft 
licentious freebooters, and that their mutinous difpofitions and unruly,.behaviour, had render¬ 
ed it impoffible for him to take thofc tncafurcs which might be ncccflary for the prefervation of 
his conqueft. 

The Prefidcncy of Bombay took tire mod decided part with Colonel Mack-ad ; and o;i the 
27th of March they determined to remove: General Matthews and appointed Colonel Macleod 
to fuccc-cd him. In the mean time, they received intelligence from the General of a force 
colic-fling againfl him, and tire moil preffing applications for a reinforcement. But, whether 
from link,liiy, or the imptciiion they kit from the difapprobation of his condo A, we cannot 
immediately determine, no reinforcement was prepared. Colonel Macleod, who left Bombay 
on the 5th of April, took with him only the Ranger cutter to convey him to the fort refs of 
O n ore. 

The lofs of Mangalore was an cbkft of great concern to Tippoo Saib, who had fuccceded 
to his father’s defigns as wall as to his power : as !>v rite furrender of his principal fea-port, an 
end was put to the projefl of becoming a maritime power, which flvder Ally had formed and 
brought into fomcwhnt of a Bate of maturity,—a number of flout flops, three of which were 
of the line, being already far advanced in their conflruftion. This Prince, therefore, pre¬ 
pared immediately to march a ga in ft. the Hrililh forces in the Bcdnure country, refolving to 
evacuate the Carnatic, rather than lute a province which his father had made the feat of Iris 
empire and It is favourite refidcnce. 

The army with which Tippoo Saib advanced, to the refeue of his capital, amounted to 
100,000 men. The force which Genera! Matthews had to oppofc him, amounted onlv to 
between 2,000 and 3,000, of whom boo or 700 only were Europeans. It had been expedit'd 
bv his officers, that, on being apprifed of the multitudes that were approaching, he would have 
polled himfclf at the pnifes on tire mountains leading down to the 1'ca coall, where, it was 
believed, he might effcflually have protcdled his late conqucfts, but, as it nv.rft appear, 
tinder the mod extreme degree of infatuation, he marched out of Bcdnure, and gave battle to 
Tippoo Saib in an open plain. The rcfult of his temerity was, that, after a fhort contcfl, his 
little army was routed with great flaughter, and he was obliged, with the remains of his feral 1 
force, tp take (belter in a fortrefsjthat flood upon an eminence near the town,—he re they were 
immediately invefted ; where, after fuftaining a fiegc of near three weeks, he at length offered 
to capitulate. The terms obtained of Tippoo Saib were, the fccurity of private property, and 
that the Britiih forces lbould be conduced in fafety to Bombay. But as tbefe conditions de¬ 
prived thegarrifon of the immenfe booty it had acquired by the taking of Bcdnure, nn avarici¬ 
ous endeavour was made to elude them : for this purpofe, the trcalurcs that had been found in 
the fortrefs was divided entirely among the pa nr fen, and no part of it was left to the con¬ 
queror, to whom, according to the capitulation, the whole belonged: but this contrivance 
was foon difeovered, and being interpreted bv Tipp -> Saib as an rnfnrflion of the agreement 
made on the part of the garrifon, he refolved,' from that moment, to.eonitder the articles of 
tlic capitulation to be annulled bv it. In ronleoucitcc of this reflation, the General, with 
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1783 all his officers and men, were put under confinement, and ftripped of all they poflefled. After 
fufferingthe greateft indignities, they were fent, loaded with irons, to a fort up the country, 
where they endured a long and barbarous imprifonment. The fate of their unfortunate Ge¬ 
neral has been varioufly reported: both he and feveral officers are faid to have been put to death 
with circumftances of the greateft cruelty. 

Immediately after the reduftion of Bednure, Tippoo Saib appeared, with his vaft army, 
before Mangalore, the recovery of which was the next great objeft of his wiflies: the place was 
well commanded and well garrifoned; bur the defences were in no degree worthy the defenders; 
fo that ‘it required all the abilities of Major Campbell, fecondcd by the approved valour of the 
42d regiment, and fupported by fome brave battalions of fepoys, to fupply the defe&s of the 
fortifications. While the place t#as completely invefted by the Oriental troops, the operations 
of the fifcge were carried on by the French troops that had accompanied them from the Car¬ 
natic. In fhort, notwithftanding a moft gallant defence was made by Majpr Campbell, his 
garrifon was at length reduced to very great extremity; but they were fortunately relieved from 
the toils and dangers of their fituation, by the news which arrived in the month of July of 
the general peace. This was a fevere disappointment to Tippoo Saib, who had expefted in a 
' few days to have been matter of Mangalore, when the French , commander acquainted him, 
that his orders forbade him to aft any longer againft the Englilh. The liege of Mangalore 
was then converted to a blockade, and though peace was in agitation, Tippoo ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to ftarve them into a furrender; but the arrival of General Macleod, with a ftrong 
force from Bombay, upon the 'coaft, obliged him, unwillingly, to confent to their receiving 
a fupply. 

No military event, of any confederation, afterwards took place on the Malabar coaft.—. 
Carwar, Onore, and fome other forts, as well as Mangalore, -ftill continued in the hands of 
the Englifh, until, by the peace concluded between the Company and Tippoo Saib, in the 
following year, a general reftitution of the conqucfts on both fides took place, and the tran¬ 
quillity of India was, for the prefeij^ fully reftored. 

During thefe tranfaftions on the coaft of Malabar, various military operations were carrying 
.en along the coaft of Coromandel. From the time that Sir Eyre Coote left the command to 
General Stuart, to the end of the laft year, this officer was employed in qbferving the motions 
of the enemy, and preventing them from becoming matters of feveral places at which their 
force was direfted. 

In the beginning of the fcafon for aftion, the Governor and Council of Bengal determined 
to fend an ample fupply to the Prefidency of Madras, in order to enable them to put a final 
and fuccefsful termination to the war, which Tippoo Saib feemed to poffefs an hereditary dif- 
pofition to profecute. Sir Eyre Coote, who had, for the benefit of his health, gone by fea to 
Bengal, was now entrufted by them with a large fum of money, with which he embarked for 
Madras: but when he had almoft reached his deftination, he found hitnfelf in danger of being 
taken by two French men of war; they chaced him 48 hours,—during which time the folici- 
tude and fatigue he under-went, in continuing almoft the whole time upon deck, occafioned 
a relapfe of his former illnefs. The fhip and treafure got fafe into Madras, but to the irre¬ 
parable lofs of the Eaft India Company, as well as of his country, the General lived but two 
days after his arrival. 

In the mean time, General Stuart feisted the opportunity of Tippoo Saib’s having quitted 
the Carnatic, to fend Colonel Fullarton, with a copfidcrable force, to invade the province of 
x . Coinibatour, 
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more important operations he had in view, was obliged to rccai him in the midfl of them. 

Though the retreat of Tippoo Saib was an event of very great importance, the advantage 
was by no means complete while a powerful body of French troops remained in pofleffon of 
Cuddalorc, which being in the neighbourhood of Madras, the befieging it was confidered as 
a neceflary, though very hazardous mcafure, as much attention had been employed in fortifying 
it: General Stuart, however, determined to undertake it, and, on the 7th of June, he ap¬ 
peared before it. That officer made his attacks with great judgment, courage and perfeverance; 

■ the garrifon defended the town with great fpirit, and the fiege was attended with much blood- 
fhed and {laughter to both armies. 

While General Stuart prefled Cuddalore by land, Sir Edward Hughes lay off the harbour 
to cut off its communication by fea. This fleet had fuffered a great diminution of men from 
the feurvy. The violence and contagion of the diferder had made it neceflary to fet numbers 
of them afhorc for the prdcrvation of their lives. In order, therefore, to give M. de SufTVein 
i'uch a dcciiive fuperiority in point of men, as might enable him at once to board the Britifh 

i'quadron, M. dc Buffy, who commanded at Cuddalorc, lent him 1,200 of his beft troops._ 

Thus provided, it was expefted that the French Admiral would not hefitate to dole upon the 
F.nglifh, who, though they had two {hips of the line more than the enemy, were fo weakly 
manned from the caufe already affigned, that the real advantage lay entirely on the other fide. 

On the 2.0th of June, M. Dc Suffrein approached the Britifh fleet in order of battle, and 
though the enemy had the wind in their favour, Sir Edward Hughes immediately brought to 
in order to receive them. About four o’clock in the afternoon the engagement began, and 
lafled till feven o’clock, when the French fleet hauled off, having prderved a moil guarded 
diftancc during the whole of the combat. The enemy retired in the night-to I’ondichcrrv, 
whither Sir Edward Hughes followed them. On the 22d, he braved them during the dav, 
and anchored in the evening within fight of them : but the want of water was now fo extreme, 
and the number of lick and wounded fo great, |j^at the Admiral was under the ncceffity of 
proceeding to Madras, in order to land the one and to procure a fupply of the other. The 
lofs of men in thcEnglifh fleet, in this engagement, amounted to 99 killed and 431 wounded, 
that of the enemy was confiderably greater. This was the lafl battle between Sir Edward 
Hughes and M. de Suffrein, and concluded the naval operations between the Englifh and 
French in the Eafl Indies. 

On the 25th of this month, the garrifon ofCuddalore, which had been illengthened hv a 
body of near 4,000 men from M. de Suflreitv’s i'quadron, made a raoft vigorous {'ally, which 
was repelled with the grcatcfl bravery by the hefiegers. In ihort, the contefl appeared to have 
been proceeding in a manner that promifed nothing but ruin to the parties engaged in it, 
when fortunately, to prevent the effufion of more human blood, the news of peace arrived at 
Madras, and on the 4th of J uly a ccflation of hoflilities was comps-atly fettled, 

In the month of February, in this year, a treaty was ligned between the Emprefs of Ruff.a 
and the Queen of-Portugal, as follows: 

“ Article I, Their Majeflies the Emprefs of all the Rtiffas and rite fjjuecn of Portugal, 
convinced of the folidity and forcible evidenc- of the principles laid down in the declaration 
bearing date the 28th of February 1780, concerning the armed neutrality, their above-laid 
Majeflies do declare, that they not only aficiit freely and fully to the laid principles, but on 

ail 
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1783 all occafions will concur, by every efficacious means, to keep diem up in their full force, and 
to take care that they be fcrupuloufly adhered to. 

“ 11 . Be it underflood, that the prefent convention is not, by any means, to be conftrucd 
as tending to annul the treaties now fu Mi fling between the dill in ft powers of R ulfia or Por¬ 
tugal, or any other European court whatever; but, on the contrary, fuch treaties, and the 
flipulations therein made, will as fully bind the laid powers as they did any time picvious to 
the faid convention, which is not to invalidate, much Id's to enforce a violation of the laid 
treaties. 

“ III. The two high contrafting powers will continue to ohflrvc the moll cxnft m utralitv, 
and rigoroufly enforce the preventing of all prohibited trade being carried on bv then icfncftive 
fubjefts with the powers now at war. By prohibited trade is imderitood ail thof'e goods and 
merchandizes, verbatim exprefied in the 10th and nth articles of the treaty of commerce con¬ 
cluded between Ruffiaand Gtcat Britain, on the : cth of June, 1766. 

“ IV. In cafe, notwithflanding all imaginable care to prevent it, the Ruffian or Portu- 
guefc merchantmen fhould be taken or infultcd by iiiips belonging to anv of the belligerent 
powers, the complaints of the aggrieved fovercign fhall be fuppovtcd and enforced bv the 
other confederates moft ferious and urgent remonftranccs: and if, contrary to ail expeftation, 
juftice ffiould be denied, the faid high contracting powers will concert together on the means 
, of obtaining redrefs by rcprifals. • 

“ V. If itlhould l'o happen, that either or both ofthe faid powers be attacked or moiefled, 
on account and in hatred of the prelent convention, they" lhall join together for a mutual de¬ 
fence, in order to procure themfelves a full i'atisfaclion, both to the inlult o ire red tu their flag 
and the damages fuflained by their fubjefts. 

** VI. The prefent ftipulation lhall be permanent on both fldes, and be adduced as a rule, 
whenever the right of neutrality fhail be called in cju< liion. 

“ VIT. The two contrafting powers will give notice, amicably, to the fovereigns now at 
war, of this prefent mutual, agreement. 

“ VIH. The prefent convention will be ratified by the contrafting powers, and the faid 
ratifications interchanged within four months from the date hereof, or fooner if polhbie. 

£T 'I'hey have been ratified fmcc and exchanged, 

“ In vvitnefs whereof, we, the plenipotentiaries, Nc, have figned and fealed the prefent. 

“ Given at Peterfburg, February 1783. 

(Signed,) “ (L. S.) Comte John D’Oste^man. 

“ (L„ S.) Alexander de Bezborodko. 

“ (L. S.) Pierre de Bocounk,-. 

“ (L. S.) Fr. Jos. ITHorta Machado.” 

On the third day of April in this year, the following treaty of amity and commerce was 
figned at Paris,-between the King of Sweden and the United States of North America. 

“ Article I. There lhall be a firm, inviolable and univerfal peace, and a true and fincere 
friendlhip between the King of Sweden, his heirs and fucceffors, and the United States of 
America, and the fubjefts of his Majefly and thofe of the faid States; and between the coun¬ 
tries, illands, cities and towns, fituated under the jurifdiftion of the King and of the faid 
United States, without any exception of perfons or places; and the conditions agreed to in 
this prefent treaty, lhall be perpetual and permanent between the King, his heirs and fuc¬ 
ceffors, and the United States. 


“ II. The 
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u XI. The King and the United States engage mutually not to grant hereafter any particu¬ 
lar favour to other nations in refpeft to commerce and navigation, which fhall not. immediately 
become common to the other party, who fhall enjoy the fame favour freely, if the conceffion 
was freely made, or on allowing the fame compcnfation, if the conceffion was conditional. 

“ III. The fubjefts of the King of Sweden lhall not pay in the ports, havens, roads, coun¬ 
tries, iflands, cities and towns of the United States, or any other nor greater duties or im¬ 
ports, of what nature foeverthey may be, than thofe which the moft favoured nations are or 
fhall be obliged to pay ; and they lhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities 
and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, which the faid nations do or fhall enjoy, 
whether in parting ft am one port to another of the United States, or in going to or from the 
fame, from or to any part of the world whatever. 

“ IV. The fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid United States fhall not pay in the ports, 
havens, roads, iflands, cities and towns under the denomination of the King of Sweden, any 
other or greater duties or imports, of what nature foever they may be, or by what name foever 
called, than thofe which the inert favoured nations are or fhall be obliged to pay ; and they 
fhall enjoy ail the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and exemptions in trade, naviga¬ 
tion and commerce, which the laid nations do or fhall enjoy, whether in parting from one 
port to another of the dominion of his faid Majcfty, $>r in going to or from the fame, from or 
to anv part of the world whatever. 

“ \ . There fhall be granted a full, perfect and entire liberty of conference to the inha¬ 
bitants and lubjefts of each party , and no peribn fhall he molcrted on account of his worfhip, 
piovided he fuhmits fo far as regards the public demonfti ation of it to the laws of the country: 
moreover, liberty lhall be granted, when any of the (objects or inhabitants of either party die 
in the territory of the other, to bury them in convenient and decent places, which lhall be 
affigned for the purport: : and the two contracting parses will provide, each in its juriltliftion, 
that the lubjefts ami inhabitants refpeftivciy may obtain certificates ol the death, in calc the 
delivery of them is rojuired. 

VI. The fubjeft.-. of the contracting parties in the refpeftive dates, may freely difpofc of 
their goods and effefts either by tell a merit, donation or otherwife, m favour of fuch perfons 
as they think, proper; and their heirs in whatever place they lhall rertdg, lhall receive the lue- 
cetfion even ab inujhm either in pcrlbn or by their attorney, without having occarton to take 
out letters of naturalization. Thole iniu:;stances, as well as the capitals and effefts, which 
the fubjefts of the two parties, in changing their abode, lhall be defirous of removing from 
the place of their abode, fhall be exempted from all duty, called dnit dc Jrtrafi 'nn, on the part 
of the government of the two fates refpeftivciy. Hut it is at the lame time agreed, that no¬ 
thing coijtaincd in this article fhall in any manner derogate from the ordinances pnblilhcd in 
Sweden againrt emigrations, or which may hen. after be publilhcd, which lhall remain in full 
force and vigour. The United States on then part, or any of them, fhall be at liberty to 
make refpefting this matter. Inch laws as they think proper. 

“ VII. All and every the lubjefts, inhabitants of the kingdom of Sweden, as well as thofe 
of the United States, fhall be pet mitted to navigate with their velfeis in all fafetv and freedom, 
and without any regard to thofe to whom the merchandizes and cargoes may belong, from any 
port whatever, and the fubjefts and inhabitants of the two flatus lhall likewife be permitted to 
fail and trade with their veil'd?, and with the fame liberty and lately to frequent the places, 
ports and havens of powers, enemies to both or dither of the two conttafting parties, without 
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17S3 being in any wife moleftcd or troubled, and to carry on a commerce, not only direftly from 
the ports of an enemy to a neutral port, but even from one port to another port of an enemy, 
whether it be under the jurifdi&ion of the fame, or of different Princes. And as it is ac¬ 
knowledged Ly this treaty with refpeft to fliips and mercljandifes, that free fhips fhall make 
the merchandizes free, and that every thing which fhall be on board of fhips belonging to fub- 
jefls of the one or the other of the contrafling parties, fit all be confidered as free, even though 
the cargo, or a part of it, fliould belong to the enemies of one or both ; it is, nevcrthelefs, 
provided, that contraband goods fhall always be excepted; which being intercepted, fhall be 
proceeded agaitift according to the fpfiit of the following articles. It is Iikcwifc agreed, that 
the fame liberty be extended to perfons who may be on board of a free fhip, with this cfFcft, 
that although they be enemies to both or either of the parties, they iliall not be taken out of 
the free fhip, unlcfs they are foldiers in the aftual fervice of the faid enemies. 

“ VIII. This liberty of navigation and commerce fhall extend to all kinds of merchandifes, 
except thofc only which are exprefied in the following articles, and are diftinguifhed by the 
name of contraband goods. 

“ IX. Under the name of contraband or prohibited goods, iliall be comprehended arms, 
guns, cannon balls, arquebules, mufquets, bombs, petards, granadoes, fauciffes, pitch, balls, 
carriages for ordnance, mufquet-refts, bandoliers, cannon powder, matches, faltpetre, fulphur, 
bullets, pikes, fabres, fwords, morions, helmets, cutlaffes, halberts, javelins, piflols, hoHters, 
bayonets, belts, horfes with their harnefs, and all other like kinds of arms and inflrumcnts of 
war for the ufe of troops. 

« X. Thefe which follow fhall pot be reckoned in the number of prohibited goods ; that is 
to fay, all forts of clothes, and all other manufaftures of wool, flax, lilk, cotton, or any other 
materials, all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the things of which they arc commonly 
made; gold and fiver coined or uncoined, brafs, iron, lead, copper, latten, coals, wheat, 
barley, and all forts of com or pulfe, tobacco, all kinds of fpices, falted or fmoaked fill), 
failed filli, cheefe, butter, beer, oil, wines, fugar, all forts of fait, and provifions which ferve 
for the nourilhment and fubfiflenceof man ; all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, 
cables, fail cloth, anchors, and any pan of anchors, fhip marts, planks, boards, beams, and 
all forts of trees, and other things proper for building or repairing fhips; nor fhall any goods 
be confidered as contraband, which have not been worked into the form of any inftrument or 
tiling for the purpofe of war, by fea or by land, much lefs fuch as have been prepared or 
wrought up for any other ufc. All which fhall b« reckoned free goods, as likewife all others 
which are not comprehended and particularly mentioned in the foregoing articles; fo-that they 
fhall not, by any pretended interpretation, be comprehended among prohibited or contraband 
goods ; on the contrary, they may he freely tranfported by the fubjefts of the King and the 
United States, even to places belonging to an enemy, fuch places only excepted as*arc bcficgrd, 
blocked, or inverted ; and thofe places only fhall be confidered as fuch which arc nearly fur- 
rounded by one of the belligerent powers. 

“ XI. In order ro avoid and prevent, on both fidcs, all difputes and difeord, it is agreed, 
that in cafe one of the parties fhall be engaged in a war, the fhips and -vert'd* belonging to the 
fubjefts or inhabitants of the other, fhall be furnifhed with fea-Jettcrs or partports, exprefling 
the name, property, and port of the vertiJ, and alfo the name and place of abode of the mailer 
or commander of the faid veffel, in order that it may thereby appear, that the faid veiTcl really 
and truly belongs to die fubjefts of the qpe or the other party. Thefe paffports, which fhall 
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1783 be drawn up in due and good form, Hull be renewed every time the veffeJ returns home in the 
courfe of the year. It is alfo agreed, that the faid veflels, when loaded, fhall alfo be provided 
not only with fea-letters, but alfo with certificates, containing a particular account of the cargo, 
the place from which the veflel failed, and that of her deftination, in order that it may be 
known whether they carry any of the prohibited or contraband merchandizes mentioned in the 
ninth article of the prefent treaty ; which certificates fhall be made out by the officers of the 
place from which the veflel fhall depart. 

“ XII. Although the veflels of the one and the other party may navigate freely, and with 
all fafety, as is explained in the feventh article, they fhall, ncverthelefs, be bound at all times, 
when required, to exhibit, as well on the high leas as in port, their paflports and certificates 
above-mentioned : and, not having contraband merchandize on board for an enemy’s port, 
they may freely, and vvithout hinderance, purfuc their voyage to the place of their deftination. 
hicverthelefs, the exhibition of the papers fhall not be demanded of merchant fhips under the 
convoy of veflels of war, but credit fhall be given to the word of the officer commanding the 
convoy. 

“ XIII. If, on producing the faid certificates, it be difeovered that the veflel carries fomc 
of the goods which are declared to be prohibited or contraband, and which are configned to an 
enemy’s port, it fhall not, however, be lawful to bpcak up the hatches of .fucla fhips, nor to 
open any clieft, coffers, packs, cafks, or veffels, nor to remove or difplace the fmalleft part of 
the merchandizes, until the cargo has been landed in the prefence of officers appointed for the 
purpofe, and until an inventory thereof has been taken; nor fhall it be lawful to fell, exchange, 
or alienate the cargo, or any part thereof, until legal procefs fhall have been had againft the 
prohibited merchandizes, and fentence fhall have palled, declaring them liable to confifcation ; 
faring, ncverthelefs, as well the fhips tbemfelves, as the other merchandizes which fhall have 
been found therein, which, by virtue of this prefent treaty, are to be efteemed free, and which 
arc not to be detained on pretence of their having been loaded with prohibited merchandize, 
and much Ids confifcated as lawful prize. And in .cafe the contraband merchandize be only a 
part of the cargo, and the mafter of the veflel agrees, confents, and offers to deliver them to the 
veflel that has difeovered them, in that cafe, the latter, after receiving the merchandizes which 
ate good prize, fhall immediately let the veflel go, and fhall not, by any means, hinder her 
from purfuing her voyage to the place of her deftination. When a veflel is taken and brought 
into any of the ports of the contracting parties, if, upon examination, fhe be found to be 
loaded only with merchandize declared to be free, the owner, or he who has made the prize, 
fhall be bound to pay all cofts and damages to the mafter of the veflel unjuftly detained. 

“ XIV. It is likewife agreed, that whatever fhall be found to be laden by the fubjecte of 
either of the two contrafiing parties on a fhip belonging to the enemies of the other party, the 
whole effefts, although not of the number of thole declared contraband, fhall be confifcated as 
if they belonged to the enemy excepting, ncverthelefs, fuch goods and merchandizes as were 
put on board before the declaration of war, and even fix months after the declaration, after 
which term none fhall be prefmncd to be ignorant of it, which merchandizes fhall not, in any 
manner, be fubje& to confifcation, but fliall be faithfully and fpecifically delivered to the 
owners who lliall claim, or caufe them to be claimed, before confifcation and fale, asalfo their 
proceeds, if the claim be made within eight months, and could not be made fooner, after the 
faic, which is to be made public: provided, neverthelcfs, that if the laid merchandizes be con- 
Vol. IV. 3 Q_ traband, 
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1781? traband, it {hall not be, in any wife, lawful to carry them afterwards to a porjt belonging to 
the enemy. 

“ XV. And that more cffcflual care may be taken for the fccurity of the two con tracing 
parties, that they fuffer no prejudice by the men of war of the other party, or by privateers, all 
captains and commanders of Ihips of his Swedilh Majelly, and of the United States, and all 
their fubjefts, {hall be forbidden to do any injury or damage to thole of the other party ; and 
if they aft to the contrary, having been found guilty on their examination by their proper 
judges, they {hall be bound to make fatisfaftion for all damages, and the intereft thereof, and 
to make them good, under pain and obligation of their perfons and goods. 

“ XVI. For this caufe, every individual who is defirous of fitting out a privateer, {hall, 
before he receives letters-patent or fpecial comtniffien, be obliged to give bond, with fuffieient 
fureties, before a competent judge, for a fuffieient fum to anfwer ail damages and wrongs which 
the owner of the privateer, liis officers, or others in his employ may commit during the cruize, 
contrary to the tenor of this treaty, and contrary to the edifts publiffied by either party, whe¬ 
ther by the King of Sweden or by the United States, in virtue of this fame treaty, and alfo 
under penalty of having the faid letters-patent and fpecial commiffion revoked and made void. 

“ XVII. One of the contrafting parties being at war, and the other remaining neuter, if it 
lhouldjo happen that a merchant fhip of the neutral power be taken by the enemy of the 
other party, and be afterwards retaken by a fhip of war or privateer of the power at war; alfo 
{hips and merchandize, of what nature foever they may be, when recovered from a pirate or lea- 
rover, ffiall be brought into a port of one of the two powers, and lhall be. committed in the 
cuftody of the officers of the faid port, that they may be reflored entire to the true proprietor, 
las foon as he {hall have produced full proof of the property. Merchants, mailers, and owners 
of the {hips, feamcn, people of all forts, {hips, and vcffels, and, in general, all merchandizes 
and effefts of one of the allies or their fubjefts, lhall not be fubjeft to embargo, nor detained 
in any of the countries, territories, illands, cities, towns, ports, rivers, or domains whatever 
of the other ally, on account of any military expedition, or any public or private purpofe 
- whatever, by feizure, by force, or by any fuch manner; much lefs {hall it be lawful for the 
fubjefts of one of the parties to feize or take any thing by force from the fubjefts of the other 
party without the confcnt of the owner. This, however, is not underftood to comprehend 
feizurcs, detentions, and arrefts, made by order and by the authority of jufticc, and according 
to the ordinary courfe for debts or faults of the fubjeft, for which proccfs lhall be had in the 
way of right, according to the forms of juftice. 

“ XVIII. If it {Should happen that the two contrafting parties fhould be engaged in a war 
at the fame time with a common enemy, the following points lhall be obferved on both fidcs. 

“ 1. If tire Clips of one of the two nations retaken by the privateers of the other, have not 
been in the power of the enemy more than twenty-four hours, they {hall be reftored to the ori¬ 
ginal owner, on payment of onc-third of the value of the {hip and cargo. If, on the contrary : 
the veflel retaken has been more than twenty-four hours in the power of the enemy, it lhall 
belong wholly to him who has retaken it. 

“ 2. In cafe, during the interval of twenty-four hours, a veflel be retaken by a man of war 
of either of the two parties, it {hall be reftored tb the original owner, on payment of a thir¬ 
tieth part of the value of the veflel and cargo, and a tenth part, if it has been retaken after the 
twenty-four hours •, which fums {hall be diftributed as a gratification among the crew of the 
ilimn of war that lhall have made the re-capture. 
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17S3 “ g. The prize made in manner above-mentioned, fhail be reftored to the owners, after- 

proof made of the property, upon giving feeurity for the part coming to him who has recovered 
the veil'd from the hands of the enemy. 

<c 4. The men of war and privateers of the two nations, dial! reciprocally be admitted with 
their prizes into each others ports; but the prizes fhail not he unloaded or fold there, until 
the legality of a prize made by the Swediih fliips fliall have been determined according to the 
laws and regulations cftablifhcd in Sweden, as alio that of the prizes made by the American 
veflels fliall have been determined according to the laws and regulations eftabliflied by the 
United States of America. 

“ 5. Moreover, the King of Sweden and the United States of America, fliall be at liberty 
to make fucli regulations as they flial 1 judge neccflary refpecting the conduft which their men 
of war and privateers refpeCtively lhall be bound to obferve with regard to veflels which they 
fliall take and carry into the ports of the two powers. 

“ XIX. The fliips of war of his Swedifh Majclly, and thofe of the United States, and 
alfo thofe which their fubje&s fliall have armed for war, may with all freedom conduct their 
prizes which they fliall have made from their enemies, into the ports which arc open in time 
of war to other friendly nations ; and the faid prizes, upon entering the faid ports, fliall not 
be fubjeft to arreft or feizure, nor fliall the officers of the places take cognisance of the vali¬ 
dity of the laid prizes, which may depart and be conduced freely, and with all libertv, to the 
places pointed out in their comraiflions, which the captains of the faid veflels fliall be obliged 
to fhew. 

44 XX. In cafe any veflel belonging to either of the two ftates, or to their fubjefls, fliall 
be ftranded, fliipwrcckcd, or fuffer any other damage on the coafts, or under the dominion of 
either of the parties, all aid and afliftancc fliall be given to the perfons fhipwrecked, or who 
may be in danger thereof, and paflports fliall be granted to them, to lecurc their return to their 
own country. The Ihips and merchandizes wrecked, or their proceeds, if the effeCls have 
been fold, being claimed in a year and a day by the owners or their attorney, fliall be reftored, 
on their paying the cofts of falvage, conformable to the laws and cuftoms of the two 
tiations. 

“ XXI. When the fubje&s and inhabitants of the two parties, with their vcfiels, whether 
they be public, and equipped for war, or private, employed in commerce, fhail be forced by 
tempeft, by purfuit of privateers and of enemies, or by any other urgent neceffity, to retire into 
and enter any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports of cither of the two parties, they fliall be re¬ 
ceived and treated with all humanity and politenefs, and they fliall enjoy all ftientllhip, pro¬ 
tection, and afliftance, and they fliall be at liberty to fupply themfeives with refidhmcnts, 
provilions, and every thing neccflary for their fuftenancc, for the repair of their veflels, and 
for continuing their voyage ; provided always, that they pay a reafonalde price: and they fliall 
not, in any manner, be detained or hindered from failing out of the faid ports or roads, but 
they may retire and depart when, and as they pleafe, without any obftacie or hinderancc. 

“ XXH. In order to favour commerce on both fidcs as much as poflible, it is agreed, that 
in cafe a war fliould breakout between the faid two nations, (which, God forbid !) the term 
of nine months after the declaration of war, fliall be allowed to the merchants and fubjeefts 
rd'pc&ively on one fide and the other, in order that they may withdraw with their cffeCts and 
moveables, which they fhail be at liberty to carry off or fell where they plcafc, without the leaft 
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1783 obfhclc; nor fhall any feizc their effcfts, and much Jcfs their 'perfons, during the faid nine 
months; but, on the contrary, paffports which fhall be valid for a time neceffary for their 
return, lhall be given them for their vefleis and the effects which they fhall be willing to carry 
with them : and if any thing is taken from them, or if any injury is done to them by one of 
the parties, their people and fubje&s, during the term above deferibed, full and entire fatis- 
fa&ion fhall be made to them on that account. The above-mentioned paffports fhall alfo 
ferve as a fafe-conduft againfl all infults or prizes which privateers may attempt againft their 
perfons and effefls. 

“ XXIII. No fubjeft of the King of Sweden fhall take a commiffion or letters of marque, 
for arming any vcflel to a£t as a privateer againft the United States of America, or any of them, 
or againft the fubje&s, people, or inhabitants of the faid United States, or any of them, or 
againft the property of the inhabitants of the faid States, from any prince or ftate whatever, 
with whom the faid United States fhall be at war. Nor fhall any citizen, fubjeft, or inhabi¬ 
tant of the faid United States, or any of them, apply for, or take any commiffion or letters of 
marque for arming any veffel to cruize againft the lubjefis of his Swedifh Majefty, or any of 
them, or their property, from any prince or ftate whatever, with whom his faid Majefty fhall 
be at war. And if any perfon of either nation lhall take fuch commiffion or letters of marque, 
he fhall be punifhed as a pirate. 

“ XXIV. The veffels of the fubjefts of either of the parties coming upon any of the coafts 
belonging to the other, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port, and not 
willing to unload their cargoes, or to break bulk, fhall not be obliged to do it; but, on the 
contrary, fhall enjoy all the franchifes and exemptions which aregranted by the rules Cub lifting 
with refpeft to that objeft. 

“ XXV. When a veffel belonging to the fubjefls and inhabitants of cither of the parties, 
failing on the high fea, fhall be met by a fhip of war or privateer of the other, the laid fhip of 
war and privateer, to avoid all diforder, fhall remain out of cannon-fhot, but may always fend 
their boat to the merchant fhip, and caufe two or three men to go on board of her, to whom 
the mafter or commander of the laid vcflel fhall exhibit his paffport, flating the property of the 
veffel, and when the faid veffel fhall have exhibited her paffport, fhe lhall be at liberty to con¬ 
tinue her voyage, and it fhall not be lawful to moleft or fcarcli her in any manner, or to give 
her chace, or force her to quit her intended courfe. 

“ XXVI. The two contrafting parties grant mutually the liberty of having each in the 
ports of the other, confuls, vice-confuls, agents, and>commiffaries, whofc functions fhall be 
regulated by a-particular agreement. 

“ XXVII. The prefent treaty fhall.be ratified on both fides, and the ratifications fhall be 
exchanged in the fpace of eight months, or fooner, if poffible, counting from the day of the 
fjgnaturc. 

“In faith whereof, the reftpe&ive plenipotentiaries have figned the above articles# and-have 
thereunto affixed their feals. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) 

** (L. S.) Gustav. Phili? Comte de Creutz; 
“ (L. S*-) B. Franklin. 
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1783 SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

“ The King of Sweden and the United States of North America agree, that the prefcnt 
treaty fhall have its full effeft for the fpace of fifteen years, counting from the day of the rati¬ 
fication ; and the two cotitrafting parties referve to themlclves the liberty of renewing it at the 
end of that term. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) tl (L. S.) Gustav. Philip Comte be Creutz. 

“ (L. S.) B. Franklin. 

# 

SEPARATE ARTICLES. 

Article I. His Swedilh Majelly fhall ufe all the means in his power to proteft and defend 
the veffels and effects belonging to citizens or inhabitants of the United States of North Ame¬ 
rica, and every one of them which fhall be in the ports, havens, roads, .or in the feas near the 
countries, iflands, cities, and towns of his faid Majefty, and fhall ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
recover and rcflore to the right owner, all l'uch veffels and die ft s which fhall be taken from 
them within his jurifdiftion. 

* c 11 . In like manner, the United States of North America fhall proteft and defend the 
veffels and efftfts belonging to thefubjefts of his Svvedifh Majefly, which fhall he in the ports, 
havens, or roads, or on the feas near to the countries, ifiands, cities, and towns of the laid 
States, and fh|ll ufe their utmoft efforts to recover and reftore to the right owner, all fuch 
veffels and effdfts which fhall be taken from them within their jurifdiftion. 

“ Ill. If, in airy future war at fca, the contrafting powers refolvc to remain neuter, and, 
as fuch, to ohferve the flriftell neutrality, then it k is agreed, that if the merchant /Lips of 
either party fhould happen to be in a part of the fea where the fliips of war of the laid nation 
are not flationed, or if they are met on the high fea, without being able to have recourfc to 
their own convoys, in that cafe, the commander of the fliips of war of the other party, if re¬ 
quired, ftiall, in good faith and fincerity, give them all neceflary affiftance ; and, in fuch calc, 
the fhips of war and frigates of cither of the powers, fhall proteft and fupport the merchant 
lhips of the other : provided, neverthelcfs, that the fhips claiming affiilance arc not engaged in 
any illicit commerce, contrary to the principles of the neutrality. 

“ IV. It is agreed and concluded, that all merchants, captains of merchant fhips, or other 
fubjvfts of his Swcdifh Majcfty, fhall have full liberty, in all places under the dominion or 
jurifdiftion of the United States of America, to manage their own affairs, and to employ in 
the management of them whomfoever they pleafe ; and they fhall not be obliged to make ufe 
of any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any reward tinlefs they make ufe of them.— 
Moreover, the. matters of the fhips fhall not be obliged, in loading or unloading their vein Is, 
to employ labourers appointed by public authority for that purpofe; but they (hall be at fa’J 
liberty themlclves to load or unload their veffels, or employ in loading or unloading them 
whomfoever they think proper, without paying reward, under the title of falary, to any other 
perfon whatever : and they fhall not be obliged to turn over any kind of merchandizes to 
other veffels, nor to receive them on board therr own, nor to wait for their lading longer than 
they pleafe ; and all and every of the citizens, people, and inhabitants of the United States of 
America, fhall reciprocally have and enjoy the fame privileges and liberties in all places-under 
the jurifdiftion of the laid realm. 

“ V. It is agreed, that when merchandizes fhall have hcen put on board the fliips or vel- 
fcls of either of the contrafting parties, they fhall not be fubjefted to any examination , but 
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178’ all examination and fearcli muft be before lading, and the prohibited merchandizes mu ft 

flopped on the fpot before they are embarked, mile Is there is full evidence or proof of fraudu¬ 
lent practice on the part of the owner of the lliip, or of hint who has the command of her : 
in which cafe, only he ihali be refponftble and fnbjeCI to the laws of the country in which lie 
may be. In all other cafes, neither the fubjech of either of the contracting parties, who ihali 
be with their veffels in the ports of the other, nor their merchandizes, lhall he feized or mo- 
leftcd on account of contraband goods which they fltall have wanted to take on hoard, nor fltall 
any kind of embargo be laid on their (hips, fubjcCls, or citizens of the ftatc, whole merchan¬ 
dizes arc declared contraband, or the exportation of which is forbidden, tliol'e only who fltall 
have fold, or intended to fell or alienate fuclt merchandizes, being liable to punillunent for 
fuch 'contravention. 

“ Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783. 

(Signed) “ (L. S.) Gustav. Philip Comte de Creutz, 

“ (L. S.) B. Franklin. 

The following definitive treaties between his Britannic Majefty and the refpeftive powers 
therein named, were figned at Verfailles and Paris on the 3d of September in this year:— 

The definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendjhip between bis Britannic Majefiy and the 

Aloft Chriftian King. 

“ Article I. There fltall be a Chriftian, univerfal, and perpetual peace, as well by fea as 
by land, and a fincere and conftant fricndlhip fltall be re-eftablilhed between their Britannic 
and Moft Chriftian Majeftics, and between their heirs and fucceflbrs, kingdoms, dominions, 
provinces, countries, fubje&s, and vaffals, of what quality and condition foever they be, 
without exception either of places or perfons ; fo that the high contracting parties lhall give 
the greateft attention to the maintaining between themfelves, and their faid dominions and 
fubjeCfs, this reciprocal fricndfhip and intercourfe, without permitting hereafter, on either 
part, any kind of hoftilities to be committed, either by fea or by land, for any caufe, or under 
any pretence whatfoever: and they lhall carefully avoid, for the future, every thing which 
might prejudice the union happily re-eftablifhed j endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure 
reciprocally for each other, on every occafion, whatever may contribute to their mutual glory, 
intcrcfts, or advantage, without giving any afliftance or protection, direCtly or indireftlv, to 
thole who would do any injury to either of the high contracting parties- There fliall be a ge¬ 
neral oblivion and amnefty of every tiling which may have been done or committed before or 
fincc the commencement of the war Which is juft ended. 

“ II. The treaties of Weftphalia, ol 1648; the treaties of Nimeguen, of 1678 and 1679» o( 
Ryfwick, of 1697; thofc of peace and commerce of Utrecht, of 1713; ofBadcn.of 1714; of the 
triple alliance of the Hague, of 1717 ; that of the quadruple alliauceof London, of 1718 ; the 
treaty of peace of Vienna, of 1738 ; the definitive treaty of Aix-la-Chapclle, of 1748; and that 
of Paris, of 1763, ferve as a bafts and foundation to the peace, and to the prefent treaty; and, 
for this purpofc, they are all renewed and confirmed in the heft form, as well as all the treaties 
in general which fubftfted between the high contracting parties before the war, as if they were 
herein inferted word for word ; fo that they are to be cxaCtly obferved, for the future, in their 
full tenor, and religioufly executed by both parties, in all the points which lhall not be dero¬ 
gated from by the prefent treaty of peace, 

“ III. All the priloners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoftages 
carried away or given during the war, and to this day, lhall be reftored, without ranfoin, in 

iix 
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J 7 : -'’3 fix weeks, at latcfl, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
prefent treaty ; each crown refpe£tive!y dii'charging the advances which (hall have been made 
for the fubfiftencc and maintenance of their prifbners by the (mereign of the country where 
they (hall itave been detained, according to the receipts and attcftc-J accounts, and othcrauilicn- 
tic vouchers, which (hall be furnidted on each fide : and furcties (hall he reciprocally given tor 
the payment of the debts which the prifoners may have contraflcd in the countries where they 
may have been detained, until their entire* relcafu. And all (hips, as well men of war a< mer¬ 
chant (hips, which may have been taken (nice the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the 
ccflation of hoflilities by fea, dial! like wife be reftored, hna fide, with all their crews and car¬ 
goes. And the execution of this article (hail be proceeded upon immediately after the ex¬ 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. 

“ IV. His Majefty the King of Great Britain is maintained in his right to the idand of 
Newfoundland, and to the adjacent iilands, as the whole were allured to him by the thirteenth 
article of the treaty of Utrecht; excepting the ifiands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, which are 
ceded in full right by the prefent treaty to his Mod Chriftian Majefty. 

“ V. His Majefty the Moft Chriftian King, in order to prevent the quarrels which have 
hitherto arifen between the two nations of England and Fiance, confented to renounce the 
right of lilhing, which belongs to him in virtue oftljc aforefaid article of the treats- of Utrecht, 
from Cape Bona villa to Cape St. John, fituated on the eaftern coaft of Newfoundland, in 
50 degrees north latitude ; and his Majefty the King of Great Britain confcnts, on his part, 
that the fidiery afitgned to the fubjefts of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, beginning at the laid 
Cape St. John, patting to the north, and defending by the weftern coaft of the iiland of New¬ 
foundland, (hall extend to the place called Cape Ray, fituated in 47 degrees 50 minutes north 
latitude. 'Die Ficnch ftlhermen (hall enjoy the filhery which is attigned to them bv the pre- 
fent article, as they had the right to enjoy that which was afligned to them by the treaty of 
Utrecht. 

“ VI. With regatd to the fifitery in the Gulf of St. Laurence, the French fit all continue 
to excrcile it conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of Pat is. 

“ VII, The King of Great Britain reftnres to France the idand of St. Lucia, in the con¬ 
dition it was in when it was conquered by the Britifh arms: and his Britannic Majefty cedes 
and guaranties to his Moft Chriftian Majefty the idand of Tobago. The Proteftant inhabi¬ 
tants of the laid idand, as well as thofe of the fame religion who li3vc fettled at St. Lucia 
whilft that idand was occupied by the Britidi arms, fhall not be molcftcd in the cxcrcifi* of 
their worfhip ; and the Britifh inhabitants, or others who may have been fubjefls of the King 
of Great Britain in the aforefaid ifiands, (ball retain their pofledions upon the fame titles and 
conditions by which they have acquired them; or clfe they may retire in full fccurity and 
liberty where they (hall think fit, and diall have the power of felling their cflates, provided it 
be to fubjefts of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, and of removing their cfte&s, as well as their 
perfons, without being reftrained in their emigration, under any pretence whatfoever, except 
on account of debts, or of criminal profccutions. The term limited for this emigration, is 
fixed to the fpace of eighteen months, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the prefent treaty. And for the better deeming the pndeflions of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the aforefaid idand of Tobago, the Moft Chriftian King (lull iliac letters-patent, 
containing an abolition of the Dreit £>'Aiibulnc in the laid iiland. 


“ VIII. The 
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<1 VIII. The Moft Chriftian King reftores to Great Britain the iflands of Grenada and 
the Grenadines, St. Vincent’s, Domiuica, St. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, and Moutferrat; 
and the fortreiTes of theft- iflands ihall be delivered up in the condition they were in 
when the conqueft of them was made. The fame ftipulations inferted in the preceding article, 
fliall take place in favour of the French fubje&s, with refpeft to the iflands enumerated in the 
prefent article. 

“ IX. The King of Great Britain cedes, Tn full right, and guaranties to his Moil Chrif- 
tian Majefty, the river Senegal and its dependencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, Ga- 
lam, Arguin, and Portendic; and his Britannic Majefty reftores to France the ifland of 
Goree, which fliall be delivered up in the condition it was in when the conqueil of it was 
made. 

“ X. The Moft Chriftian King, on his part, guaranties to the King of Great Britain the 
poflefiion of Fort James, and of the river Gambia. 

“ XI. For preventing all dilcuffion in that part of the world, the two high contra&ing 
parties Ihall, within three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the prefent 
treaty, name comniiflioners, who fliall be charged with the fettling and fixing of the bounda¬ 
ries of the refpeftive pofleflions. As to the gum trade, the Englifll fliall have the liberty of 
carrying it on from the mouth of the river St. John, to the bay and fort of Portendic inclu- 
fively : provided that they Ihall not form any permanent fcttlemcnt, of what nature foever, in 
the laid river St, John, upon the coaft, or in the bay of Portendic. 

“ XII, As to the reflduc of the coaft of Africa, the Englifll and French fuhjcdls Ihall con¬ 
tinue to refort thereto according to the ufage which has hitherto prevailed. 

“ XIII. The King of Great Britain reftores to his Moft Chriftian Majefty all the fettlc- 
ments which belonged at the beginning of the prefent war upon the coaft of Orixa and in 
Bengal, with liberty to furround Chandernagore with a ditch, for carrying off the waters : and 
his Britannic Majefty engages to take luch meafurcs as fliall be in his power for fecuring to 
the fubjedU of France in that part of India, as well as on the coafts of Orixa, Coiomandel, 
and Malabar, a fafe, free, and independent trade, fuch as was carried on by the French Eait 
India Company, whether they excrcife it individually, or united in a company. 

“ XIV. Pondicherry fliall be, in like manner, delivered up and guarantied to France, as alfo 
Kaiical: and his Britannic Majefty fliall procure, for an additional dependency to Pondicherry, 
the two diftrifls of Valanour and Bahour; and to Karical, the four Magans bordering 
thereupon. 

“ XV. France fliall re-enter into the pofleflion of Mahe, as well as of its fadory at Suiat, 
and the French fliall carry on tlieir trade in this part of India conformable to the principles 
eflablifhed in the thirteenth article of this treaty. 

“ XVI. Orders having been fent to India by the high contrafling parties, in purfuancc of 
the lixteenth article of the preliminaries, it is farther agreed, that if, within the term of four 
months, the refpeftive allies of their Britannic and Moft Chriftian Majcfties fliall not have 
acceded to the prefent pacification, or concluded a feparatc accommodation, their fa id M 3 jel¬ 
lies Ihall not give them any afliftancc, dire&iy or indireftly, againftthe Britilh or French pof- 
feflions, or againft the ancient pofleflions of their refpeftive allies, fuch as they were in the 
year 1776. 

“ XVII. The King of Great Britain, being defirous to give his Moft Chriftian Majefty a 
fnicerc proof of reconciliation and fricndflnp, and to contribute to render folid the peace re¬ 
el cflablilhcd 
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1783 eftablilhed between their faid Majefties, confents to the abrogation and fuppreflion of all the 
articles relative to Dunkirk, from the treaty of peace concluded at Utrecht in 17x3, inclufive, 
to this day. 

“ XVIII. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications, the two high contracting 
parties (hall name commilfavies to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between 
the two nations, on the bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience ; which arrangements 
(hall be fettled and concluded within the*fpace of two years, to be computed from the ill of 
January, in the year 1784. 

“ XIX. All the countries and territories which may have been, or which may be con¬ 
quered in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arras of his Britannic Majefty, as well as 
by thole of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, which are not included in the prefent treaty, neither 
under the head of cdfions, nor unucr the head of reftitutions, (hall be reftared without dif¬ 
ficulty, and w ithout requiring any conipcnfation. 

“ XX. As it is ncceftary to appoint a certain period for the reftitutions and evacuations to 
be made by each of the high contracting parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain 
(hail caufe to be evacuated the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon three months after the ratifi¬ 
cation of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done; St. Lucia, one of the Carribbec 
iflands, and Goree, in Africa, three months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or 
fooner if it can be done. The King of Great Britain (hall, in like manner, at the end of 
tli 1 co months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done, enter again 
into the polTcffion of the iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. 
Chriftopher, Nevis and Montferrat. France (hail be put in pofleflion of the towns and fac¬ 
tories which are redo red to her in the Eaft Indies, and of the territories which are procured 
for her to ferve as additional dependencies to Pondicherry and to Karical, fix months after the 
ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooner if it can be done. France (hall deliver up, at the 
end of the like term of fix months, the towns and territories which her arms may have taken 
from the Englilh.-or their allies, in the Eaft Indies. In confequencc whereof, the ncccliarv 
orders fhall he fent by each of the high contracting parties, with reciprocal pafiports for the 
(hips which (hall carry them, immediately after the ratification of the prefent treaty. 

“ XXI. The dtcifion of the prizes and feizurcs made prior to the lioftilrties, (hall be re¬ 
ferred to the refpc&ive courts of juftice; lb that the legality of the faid prizes and feizurcs fiiall 
be decided according to the law of nations, and to treaties, in the courts of juftice of the na¬ 
tion which (hall have made the captures or ordered the feizurcs. 

“ XXII. For preventing the revival of the lawfuits which have been ended in the iilands 
conquered by either of the high contra&ing parties, it is agreed, that the judgments pro¬ 
nounced in the lad refort, and which have acquired the force of matters determined, (hall he 
confirmed and executed according to their form and tenor. 

“ XX 11 I. Their Britannic and Moft Chriftian Majefties promife to obferve fincerely, and 
Iona fide, all the articles contained and eftablilhcd in the prefent treaty ; and they will not fuffer 
the fame to be infringed, dire&ly or indircftly, by their refpefiivc fubjefts: and the faid 
high contra&ing parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the ftipulations 
of the prefent treaty. 

“ XXIV. The folerrm ratifications of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, 
lhall be exchanged in this city of V-erfailles, between the high conti acting parties, in the {pace 
Vo L. IV. 3 R of 
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1783 of a month, or fooncr if poflible, to be computed from the day'of the fignaturc of the prefcn| 
treaty. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the under-written ambaffador extraordinary and minifters ple¬ 
nipotentiary, have figned with our hands, in their names, and in virtue of our refpeftivc full 
powers, the prefent definitive treaty, and have caufed the feais of our arms to be affixed- 
thereto. 

“ Done at Verfailles, the 3d day of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) Manchester. 

“ (L. S.) Gravier. ue Vercennes.” 

DECLARATION. 

“ The King having entirely agreed with his Moft; Chriftian Majcfty upon the articles of the 
definitive treaty, will feck every means which fhall not only infure the execution thereof, with 
his accuftomcdgood faith and punftuality, but will befides give, on his part, all poffiblc efficacy 
to tlic principles which fhall prevent even the Icaft foundation of difpute for the future. 

“ To this end, and in order that the fifhermen of the two nations may not give caufc for 
daily quarrels, his Britannic Majcfty will take the moft pofitive meafures for preventing his 
fubjefts from interrupting, in any manner, by their competition, the fifhery of the French 
during the temporary cxercife of it, which is granted to them upon the coafts of the ifland of 
Newfoundland ; and he will, for this purpofc, caufc the fixed fettlcments, which fhall be 
formed there, to b 4 e removed. His Britannic Majefty will give orders, that the French filher- 
roen be not incommoded in cutting the wood ncceifary for the repair of their fcaffolds, huts, 
and fifhing vefTels. 

“ The thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht, and the method of carrying on the fifhery 
which has at all times been acknowledged, fhall be the plan upon which the fifhery fhall be 
carried on there; it fhall not be deviated from by either party; the French fifhermen building 
only their fcaffolds, confining themfelves to the'repair of their Billing vcffels, and not winter¬ 
ing there; the fubjefts of his Britannic Majefty, on their part, notmolcfting, in any manner,, 
the French fifhermen during their filhirig, nor injuring their fcaffolds during their abfcncc. 

“ The King of Great Britain, in ceding the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon to France,, 
regards them as ceded for the purpofe of ferving as a real fhcltcr to the French fifhermen, and 
in full confidence that thefe pofleffions will not become an objeft of jealoufy between the two 
nations; and that the fifhery between the faid iflands and that of Newfoundland, fhall bo 
limited to the middle of the Channel. 

“ With regard to India, Great Britain having granted to France every thing that can afeer- 
tain and confirm the trade which the latter requires to carry on there, liis Majefty relics with 
confidence on the repeated affurances of the court of Verfailles, that the power of furrounding 
Chandernagore with a ditch for carrying off the waters, (hall not be exercifed in fuch a manner 
as to make it become an objeft of umbrage. 

“ The new ftate in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all parts of the world, will 
demand revifions and explanations of the fubfifting treaties; but an entire abrogation of thufc 
treaties, in whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into fuch confufion as would 
be of infinite prejudice to it. 

“ In feme of the treaties of this fort there are not only articles which relate merely to com¬ 
merce, but many others which enfue reciprocally, to the refpeftive lubjefts, privileges, faci- 

2 lilies 
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178/ lities for conducing their affairs, perfonal protcflions, and other advantages, which are not, 
and which ought not to be of a changeable nature, l’uch as tlie regulations relating merely to 
the value of goods and merchandizes, variable from circumftances of every kind. 

“ When, therefore, the (late of the trade between the two nations (hall be treated upon, it 
is requifitc to be underftood, that the alterations which may be made in the fubfifting treaties 
are to extend only to the arrangements merely commercial; and that the privileges and ad¬ 
vantages, mutual and particular, be not'only preferved on each fide, but even augmented, if 
it can be done. 

“ In this view, his Majcfiy has confented to the appointment of commiflaries on each fide, 
who fhall treat folcly upon this objeft. 

“ In witnefs whereof, vve, his Britannic Majefty’s ambailador extraordinary and minifier 
plenipotentiary, being thereto duly authorifed, have figned the prefent declaration and caufei 
the fcal of our arms to be fet thereto. 

“ Given at Vcrfaillcs, the third of September, 1783. 

** (L. S.) Manchester.” 

COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

“ The principles which have guided the King, in the whole courfe of the negociations 
which preceded the re-eftablifbment of peace, mult have convinced the King of Great Britain, 
that his Majcfiy has had no other cfcfign than to render it folid and lafting, by preventing, as 
much as poilible, in the four quarters of the world, every fuhjeft of difeuffion and quarrel. 
The King of Great Britain undoubtedly places too much confidence in the uprightnefs of his 
Majefty’s intentions, not to rely upon his conftant attention to prevent the iilands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon from becoming an object of jeaioufy between the two nations. 

“ As to the filhery on the coafls of Newfoundland, which has been the objed of the new 
arrangements fettled by the two fovereigns upon this matter, it is fufficicntly afeertained by 
the fifth article of the treaty of peace figned this day, and by the declaration likewife delivered 
to day, by his Britannic Majefty’s ambafiador extraordinary and plenipotentiary; and his 
Majcfiy declares, that he is fully i'alisfkd on this head. 

“ In regard to the fifhery between the ifland of Newfoundland, and thole of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon, it is not to be carried on by cither party, but to the middle of the channel, and his 
Majcfiy will give the moft pofitive orders, that the French fifhermen ihail not go beyond this 
line. His Majcfiy is firmly perfuaded that the King of Great Britain will give like orders to 
the Englifh fifiiermen. 

“ Th#: King’s defirc to maintain the peace, comprehends India as well as.the other parts of 
the world; his Britannic Majcfiy may therefore be affined, that his Majcfiy will never permit 
that an objeft fo inoffenlive and lb harmlefs as the ditcli with which Chandernagorc is to b* 
furfounded, thou Id give any umbrage to the court of London. 

“ The King, in propofing new arrangements of commerce, had no other defign than to 
remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may he defective in 
the treaty of commerce figned at Utrecht, in 17 1 3. The King of Great Britain may judge 
from thence, that his Majefty’s intention is not in any wife to cancel all the ftipulations in 
the above-mentioned treaty; lie declares, on the conttarv, from henceforth, that he is difpoied 
to maintain all the privileges, facilities and advantages exprriled in that treaty, as far as they 
Ihail be reciprocal, or compenfatcd by equivalent advantages. It is to attain this end, defired 
. 3 R a on 
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1783 on each fide, that commifiaries are to be appointed to treat upon' the ftatc of the trade between 
the two nations, and that a confiderable fpace of time is to be allowed for compkating their 
work. His Majefty hopes that this objeft will be purfued with the fame good faith, and the 
fame fpirit of conciliation, which prefided over the difeufiion of the other points comprifed in 
the definitive treaty; and his faid Majefty is firmly peifuaded, that the refpeftivc commifiaries 
will employ the utmoft diligence for the completion of this important work. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the under-written* miniftcr plenipotentiary of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, being thereto duly authorjfed, have figned the prefent counter-declaration, and have 
«aufed the feal of our arms to be affixed thereto. 

« Given at Verfailles the 3d of September, 1783, 


“ (L. S,) Gravier de Vergeknes." 


The definitive Treaty of Peace and Fr'undfhip between his Britannic Majefiy and 

the King of Spain. 

" Article I. There fhall be a Chriftian, univcrfal and perpetual peace, as well by fea as by 
knd, and’a fincere and conftant friendfhip fhall be re-eftablifhed, between their Britannic and 
Catholic Majefties, and between their heirs and fucceftors, kingdoms, dominions, provinces, 
countries, fubjefts and vaflals, of what quality or condition foever they be, without exception 
either of places or perfons ; fo that tin? high contrafting parties fhall give the greateft attention 
to the maintaining between themfelves and their faid dominions and fubjefts, this reciprocal 
friendlhip and intercourfe, without permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hoftili- 
ties to be committed, either by fea or by land, for any caufe or under any pretence whatfo- 
ever :■ and they fhall carefully avoid, for the future, every tiling which might prejudice the 
union happily re-eftablifhed, endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure reciprocally for each 
other, on every occafion, whatever may contribute to their mutual glory, interefts and ad¬ 
vantage, without giving any affiftance or proteftion, direftly or indircftly, to thofe who 
■would do any injury to either of the high contrafting parties. There fhall be a general obli¬ 
vion and amnefty of every thing which may have been done or committed, before or fince the 
commencement of the war which is juft ended. 

“ II. The treaties of Weftphalia of 1648; thofe of Madrid of 1667 and of 1670; thofe of 
peace and of commerce of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; of Madrid of 1715; of 
Seville of 1729; the definitive treaty of Aix-la-Cbapetlc of 1748; the treaty of Madrid of 
1750 ; and the definitive treaty of Paris of 1763, ferve as a bafis and foundation to the peace, 
and to the prefent treaty; and for this purpofe, they are all renewed and confirmed, in the 
beft form, as well as all the treaties in general which fubfifted between the high contrafting 
parties before the war, and particularly all thofe which are fpecified and renewed in the aforc- 
faief definitive tteaty of Paris, in the beft form, and as if they were herein inferted word for 
word; fo that they are to be oxaft'ly obferved for the future in their full tenor, and rcligioufty 
executed, by both parties, in all tho points winch fhall not be derogated from by the prefent 
treaty of peace: 

“ III. AH the prifoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoftages 
carried away or given, during the war, and to this day, fhall be reftored without ranfom, in 
fixJweeks at lateft, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the prefent treaty ; each 
crown refpeftively difeharging the advances which fhall have been made for the fubfiftenccand 
mtstttenance of their prifoners, by the fovererga of the country where they fhall have been de¬ 
tained. 
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1783 tained, according to the receipts, attefted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which fhail 
be fmnifhed on either fide; and fureties fhail be reciprocally given for die payment of the debts 
which the prifoners may have contrafted in the countries where they may have been detained, 
until their entire releafe. And all fhips, as well men of war as merchant fliips, which may 
have been taken fince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the ceflation of hoftilities by 
fea, lhall likewife be reftored, bond fide , with all their crews and cargoes. And the execution 
of this article fhail be proceeded uponimrftcdiatcly after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty. 

“ IV. The King of Great Britain cedes, in full right, to his Catholic Majefly, the ifland 
of Minorca. Provided that the fame ftipulations-infertcd in the following article (hall take 
place in favour of the Britifh fubjefls, with regard to the above-mentioned ifland. 

“ V. His Britannic Majefly cedes and guaranties, in full right to his Catholic Majefly, 
Eaft Florida, as alfo Weft Florida. His Catholic Majefly agrees that the Britifh inhabitants, 
or others who may have been fubjefls of the King of Great Britain in the faid countries, may 
retire in full fccurity and liberty, where they fhail think proper, and may fell their eftates, and 
remove their efFefls, as well as their performs, without being reftrained in their emigration, 
under any pretence whatfoever, except on account of debts or criminal profecutions; the term 
limited for this emigration being fixed to the fpaco of eighteen months, R> be computed from 
the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the prefent treaty ; but if, from the value of the 
pofleflions of the Englifh proprietors, they fhail not be able to difpofe of them within the faid 
term, then his Catholic Majefly fhail grant them a prolongation proportioned to that end. It 
is further flipulated, that his Britannic Majefly fhail have the power of removing from Eaft 
Florida all the effe&s which may belong to him, whether artillery or other matters. 

“ VI. The intention of the two high contrafling parties being to prevent, as much as pof- 
fiblc, all the caufes of complaint and raifunderftanding heretofore occafioned by the cutting of 
wood for dying, or logwood ; and feveral Englifh fettleraents having been formed and ex¬ 
tended under that pretence, upon the Spanifh continent; it is cxprcfsly agreed, that bis Bri¬ 
tannic Majefly’s fubjefls (hall have the right of cutting, loading and carrying away logwood, 
in the diftrifl lying between the rivers Wallis or Bellize, and Rio Hondo, taking the courfe 
of the faid two'rivers for unalterable boundaries, fo as that the navigation of them be common 
to both nations, to wit, by the river Wallis or, Bellize, from the fea, afeending as far as op- 
poiltc to a lake or inlet which runs into the land, and forms an i lib in us or neck, with another 
fmaller inlet, which comes from the fide of Rio Neuvo, or New River; fo that the line of 
reparation lhall pafs ftrait acrofs the faid ifthmus, and meet another lake formed by the water 
of Rio Neuvo, or New River, at its current. The faid line fhail continue with tire courfc of 
Rio Neuvo, defeending as far as-oppofite to a river, the fourcc of which is marked in the map, 
between Rio Neuvo and Rio Hondo, and which empties itfclf into Rio Hondo; which river 
fhail alfo ferve as a common boundary as far as its janflion with Rio Hondo; and from thence 
defeending by Rio Hondo to the fea, as the whole is marked on the map which the plenipo¬ 
tentiaries of the two crowns have thought proper to make ufe of, for afeertaining the points 
agreed upon, to the end that a good correfpondencc may reign between the two nations, and' 
that the Englifh workmen, cutters and labourers may not treispafs from an uncertainty of the 
boundaries. The refpeftive commiflaries fhail fix upon convenient places, in the territory 
above marked out, in order that his Britannic Majefly’s fubjefts employed in the felling of 
logwood, may, without interruption, build therein houfes and magazines neceflary for them— 

fcltes,. 
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Ioj ft ivv, their families, and their cffefls, and his Catholic Majefly allures to them the enjoy- 
moir of ail that is cxprclicd in the prelent article ; provided that thefc ftipulations fhall not be 
coiilhlrred as derogating in any wife lioin hi.; rights of foveroignty. Therefore all the Englilh 
who may he difp.rudin anv other pans, whether on the Spaniih continent, or in any of the 
i(lands wbatfoever, dependent on the aforefaid Spanilh continent, and for whatever rcafon it 
might he, without exception, lliall retire* within the diilriCd which lias been above dcfcrilxd, 
in the. fpacc of eighteen months, to In; comp&icd from the exchange of the ratifications ; cud 
lot this purpofo ciders Shall !>e iffned on the part oi fa is iSritannic Majclly ; and on that of his 
Catholic Map liy, his governors ahull he orJnod to grant to the Engliih, difperfed, every con¬ 
venience poffiblc for their removing to the fettlemcnt agreed upon hv the prelent article, or f <r 
setiiing wherever they lhaii think proper. It is li he wife ftipulated, tint if any fortifications 
fhonld a.ftualiy have been heretofore crtilej within the limits mat iced our, his lhhannk Mrt- 
jdlv lhaii cattle tin m all to be demolished ; and lit will order his fulMeets not to build anv new 
ones. The Engliih inhabitants who lhaii fettle thcic for the cuttiug of logwood, lliall be per¬ 
mitted to enjoy a free li flier v for their fubiiftencc, on the coafls of the chflric.t above agreed cm, 
or of the inlands fituated oppoiitc thereto, without being in anv wife difturhed on that account; 
provided they do not eftablifh thcmfcb'cs, in any manner on the laid iflmds. 

,£ V li. Mis Catholic Maicfly fhall rcflore to Great Britain, the i(lands of Piovidencc, and 
the Bahamas, without exception, in the fame condition they wcic in when they wet e cotujn.. r- 
cd by the arms of the K ing of Spain. The fame ftipulations inlet ted in the fifth article of th't; 
treaty fhall take place in favour of the Spanilh iubjefts, with regard to the Blands memit.-ned 
in the piefent article. 

“ v HI. A!) the countries and territories, which may have been, or which m:tv be con¬ 
quered in any part of the world whatsoever, by the arms of his Britannic M deity. as vvei! j< 
, liy thole or his Catholic Majcllv, which arc not included in ilw piaffcnt treaty, n other unmi 
the head «.f cdftons, nor under the head of mtimtious, lluill he rcilotcd without diflici.l.y, 
and w ithotit requiting anv compenfation. 

“ IX. ]mmediateiv after the exchange of the ratification?, the two high contract ing panic.: 
(hail name commltlarie? to ticat concerning new arrangements of comnrrcc In tween the two 
r.mums, on the balls of reciprocity and mutual convenience; which airangements lii.df he 
fettled and concluded witit'm the fpacc of two vans, to he computed from the lull m 
Gr, aarv, 17K4. 

“ X. As it is ncccffarv to appoint a ccut.tin period for the reft it nitons and nac nations to he 
tvp.de hv each of the high contsatfing panics, it is agreed, that the King of (ire.it Biitain Iliad 
cau h: Kail f iorida to he evacuated three months after lltc i at tile;* lion of the pit. lint maty, >» 
former if it can b-e done. The King of Great hiUain fhtdl, in ilk.* manner, enter again in' > 
j.-ofleiHuti of the ifiancL of )ho\ idettef, and the Bahamas, without exception, it) the fj.a.v. -A 
three months after the latifiration of the present treatv, or Ibomr if it ran b ; dune. In rou- 
f-qwenct* whetenf, the neccifaty owlets ftnll be lent hv each of tin: high Ofiiilinfting p.uti'"g 
with rcripiocal paffpons for the (hips which‘fhall cnrrv th.ru, immedi.it-ly alter the ratification 
«f ihe prefcnl treaty. 

“ XL Their Britannic and Catholic M d•■flics promt ft: to obf-m; finccrciy, and K«.i » 

»’•! the at tides contained and rftabiilhed in the prelect He.:tv : and thev will not luffer the lm >3 
tur. infringed, directly ot imine&Iy, h) their relpcdiv*: luff efts: and the laid Idgh contra'l- 
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ing parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, al! the ftipulations of the prc- 
l'ent treaty. 

“ XU. The foleuin ratifications of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, fhalt 
be exchanged in this city of Yet failles, between the high contracting patties, in the fpr.ee of 
one month, or former if poll'd de, to he computed from the day of the iignaiure of the prefent: 
treaty. In witnets whucof, we, the under-written amhalladors exrraordmary and miniltcrs 
plenipotentiary, have figur'd with our hands, and their names, and by virtue of out refpc.clive 
full powers, the prelent definitive treaty, and have cauied the l'eals of our arms to be aiiiard 
theicto. 

“ Done at Vcrfailles, the third day of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) Li Comte D’Ar,vsda. 

“ (L. S.J M ANCHESTLl!.."’ 

D E C; LARA T 1 O N. 

*'• The new ftalc in which commerce may perhaps he found, in all parts of the we 1 Id, will 
demand n idiom, and explanations of the (ubiiiiing treaties; but an entile abiogntion >,l th.do 
: 1 c'TicK, in w!).!tever period it might be, would throw commerce into f’ueii contehon as would 
he of infinite pic’iudicc to it. 

“ In lottu- of tb.e tieaiies of this fort there are not*only articles which relate merely to com¬ 
merce, hut many others which mfure reciprocally, to the rdpectivc LibieAs, privileges, faci- 
iitiyv for conduffing their affairs, pcrlbnal protections, and other advantages, which pe not, 
and which ought not to be of a changeable nature, l'uch as the regulation-- relating ntetely to 
the value of good- and meichandigc, variable Aom circunrtlanccs of every kind. 

•• \\ hen therefore the time of the ttado between the two nations fhall be treated upon, it is 
rcnuiiitv to be undetiiood, that the alterations which mav be made in the tubfid.m^ treaties 
are to extend ojtlv to arrangements merely commercial; and that the privileges- and advantage; 
mutual and partvular, be not only prefei ved on each fide, hut even augmented, it it can 
he done. 

“ in this view, his Mat; ftv has confirmed to the appointment of commiltines, oil each 
fide, who lb,all neat fink-tv upon this ohjeR. 

“ Done at Vcrfailles, the third of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) M.-vrecnisrir.,’' 


C O 17 N T E R -DEC L A R A T 1 O N. 

l - The Catholic King, in propoiing new arrangements of commerce, has had no other dr- 
iim than to remc.lv, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever mav he de¬ 
fective In preceding treaties of commence. The King of < treat Britain may ju .f;<- from thence, 
that the intention of his Catholic Majellv is not in any manner to cancel ad the. llipuhtmii.r 
container! in the above-mentioned treaties; he d.elates, cm the contrary, tioni henceforth, 
that he is cinpok'I to maintain all the privileges, facilities, and advantages, cxprcfled in the 
old treaties, as far ns they fhall he reciprocal, or compenlate-d by equivalent ad.vantages. It is 
io attain this end, defired on each fide, that cmimiflarics are to be named to treat upon the 
Irate of trade between the two nations, and that a conf.dcrnbic I pace ul time is to be anowul 
fin com pleat ing' their vyotk. His Catholic Man-fly hopes that this object will be pm fried wit it 
the fame good faith, and with the fame fpiril of conciliation, winch have preiideJ over the 

tliteuifion 
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1785 fcivcs, their families, and their efTefts; and his Catholic Majefiy allures to them the enjoy¬ 
ment of all that is exprdTed in the prefent article ; provided that theft ftipulations fhall not he 
confidercd as derogating in any wife from his rights of fovereignty. Therefore all the Englifli 
who may he difperfed in any other parts, whether on the Span jilt continent, or in any of the 
iflaiuls whatfoever, dependent on the aforefaid Spanifh continent, and for whatever reafon it 
might he, without exception, lhall retire within the diftrift which has been above deferibed, 
in the fpace of eighteen months, to be competed from the exchange of the ratifications; and 
for this purpofe orders fhali be ifilled on the part of his Britannic Majefiy ; and on that of his 
Catholic Majefiy, his governors fhall be ordered to grant to the Englilh, difperfed, every con¬ 
venience poffible for their removing to the fcttlcment agreed upon by the prefent article, or for 
retiring wherever they lhall think proper. It is likewife (Updated, that if any fortifications 
fhould actually have been heretofore ere£ted within the limits marked our, his Britannic Ma- 
jefly lhall caufe them all to be demob (bed ; and he will order his fubjc&s not to build any new 
ones. The Englilh inhabitants who lhall fettle there for the cutting of logwood, fhali be per¬ 
mitted to enjoy a free fifhery for their fubltftencc, on the co.rfls of the diftrift above agreed on, 
or of the rllands fituated oppofite thereto, without being in any wife difiurhed on that account; 
provided they do not eftablifh thcmfelves, in any manner on the faid ifiands. 

“ VII. His Catholic Majefiy fhali reftore to Great Britain, the ifiands of Providence, and 
the Bahamas, without exception, in the fame condition they were in when the y were conquer¬ 
ed by the arms of the King of Spain. The fame ftipulations inferted in the fifth article of this 
treaty lhall take place in favour of the Spanifh fubje&s, with regard to the ifiands mentioned 
in the prefent article. 

“ VIII. Al! the countries and territories, which tnay have been, or which may be con¬ 
quered in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arms of Ins Britannic Majefiy, as well as 
by thole of his Catholic Majefiy, w hich arc not included in the prefent treaty, neither under 
the head of ccflions, nor under the head of refiitutions, fhall be refiored without difficulty, 
and without requiting any compenfation. 

“ IX. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications, the two high contrafling panic .; 
fhall name commifiTarics to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between the two 
nations, on the bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience; which arrangements (hall be 
fettled and concluded within the fpace of two years, to be computed from the fir 11 of 
January, 1784. 

“ X. As it is neeeffary to appoint a certain period for the refiitutions and evacuations to be 
made by each of the high contra fling parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain fhall 
caufe Eatl Florid* to be evacuated three months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or 
fooner if it can be done. The King of Great Britain fhall, in like manner, enter again into 
pofleffion of the ifiands of Providence, and the Bahamas, without exception, in the fpace of 
three months after the ratification of the prefent treaty, or fooner if ir can be done. In co'n- 
fcquenee whereof, the necdfiiry orders (hall be fent by each of the high contrafling parlies, 
with reciprocal paflports for the drips which fhall carry them, immediately after the ratification 
of the prefent treaty. 

“ XI. Their Britannic and Catholic Majefties promtfe to obferve finccreJy, and bona Jub, 
s’d the articles contained and cftablilhed in the prefent treaty ; and they will not fufTcr the lame 
to be infringed, dirtdlly or indireflly, by their tcfpeclivc fubjefls; and the faid high conlraU- 
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1783 ing parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the ftipulations of the pre- 
l'ent treaty. 

“ XI 1 . The folemn ratifications of theprefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, (half 
he exchanged in this city of Vcrfailles, between the high contracting parties, in the fpacc of 
one month, or fooncr if polTible, to be computed from the day of the lignaturc of the prefent 
treaty. In witnefs whereof, we, tlie under-written ambaffidois extraordinary and minifters 
plenipotentiary, have figned with our hands, and their names, and by virtue of our refpcctivc 
full powers, the prefent definitive treaty, and have caufcd the feals of our arms to be aihxed 
thcieto. 

“ Done at Vcrlaillcs, the third day of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) Le Comte D'Akakda. 

“ (L. S.) MANCHESTER.” 

DECLARATION. 

Cl The new hate in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all parts of the world, will 
demand tevifions and explanations of the fubfiffing treaties ; but an entire allegation of thole 
treaties, in whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into fucli confuilon as would 
be of infinite prejudice to it, 

“ In lome of the treaties of this fort there are nof only articles which relate merclv to com¬ 
merce, hut many others which infure reciprocally, to the refpeftive fubjects, privileges, faci- 
.litirs for conducting their affairs, perfonal protections, and other advantages, which are not, 
and which ought not to he of a changeable nature, fucli as the regulations iclating merely to 
the value of goods and merchandise, variable from circumftances of every kind. 

“ When therefore the ffate of the trade between the two nations fhail be treated upon, it is 
requifue to he underflood, that the alterations which may he made in the fuhl'fting tieafjes 
arc to extend only to arrangements merely commercial; and that the privileges and advantages 
mutual and particular, he not only preferved on each fide, but even augmented, if it can 
he done. 

“ In this view, his Majcfty has confentcd to the appointment of commifiarics, on. each 
fide, who lhall tical lolcly upon this object. 

“ Done at Verfaiilcs, the third of September, 1783. 

“ {L. S.) Manchester..” 

COUNTER-DECLARATION.- 

“ The Catholic King, in propofing new arrangements of commerce, has had no other dc- 
fign than to remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may he de¬ 
led i vc in preceding treaties of commerce. The King of Great Britain may judge from thence, 
that the intention of his Catholic Majefty is not in any manner to cancel all the llipulations 
contained in the above-mentioned treaties -, lie declares, on the contrary, from henceforth, 
that lie is difpofed to maintain all the privileges, facilities, and advantages, c.xp re tied in the 
old treaties, as far as they lhall be reciprocal, or compcnlatcd by equivalent advantages. It is 
to attaiu this end, defired on each fide, that cemmiflitrics are to he named to treat upon the 
ffate of trade between the two nations, and that a confidcrahle fpacc of time is to be allowed 
for compleating their vyoik. His Catholic Mindly hopes that this objeft will be purfued with 
the fame good faith, and with the lame ipirit of conciliation, which lave prdided over the 
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1783 difcuflion of all the other points included in the definitive treaty; and his faid Majefty is 
equally confident, that the refpc£tive commilTaries will employ the utmoil diligence for the 
completion of this important work. 

“ Done at Vci failles, the third of September, 1783. 

“ (L. S.) Le Comte D’Ar and a.” 

The definitive Treaty of Peace and Friend/hip between his Britannic AJajeJly and the 

United States of America. 

“ At tide T. His Britannic Majefty acknowledges the faid United States, viz. New Hamp- 
flfite, Maffaclnifcts Bay, Rhode I Hand and Providence Plantations, Connc£licut, New York, 
Now Jerfcy, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia, to be free, fovereign, and independent ftates ; that he treats with them as fuch; 
and for hirnfelf, his heirs and fucccfiors, relinquifhes all daims to the government, propriety, 
and territorial rights of the fame, and every part thereof. 

“ II. And that all difputes which might arife in future on the fubjeft of the boundaries of 
©f the faid United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the 
following are, and fhall be, their boundaries, viz. from the north-weft angle of Nova 
Scotia, to that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north,—from the fource of 
St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the faid Highlands, which divide thofe rivers that 
empty themfelves into the river St. Laurence,—from thofe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north wefternmoft head of Connecticut river,—thence down along the middle 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude,—from thence by a line due weft on that 
latitude, until it ftrik.es the river Iroquois or Cateraquy,—thence along the middle of tire laid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it ftrikes the communication 
between the faid lake and the lake Erie,—thence along the middle of that communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of the faid lake, until it arrives at the water communication 
between that lake and Lake Huron,—thence along the. middle of the faid water communica¬ 
tion,—thence through the middle of the faid lake to the water communication between that 
lake and Lake Superior,—thence through Lake Superior, northward of the iiles Royal and 
Phillipeaux, to the Long Lake,—thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and the 
water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, totlie faid Lake of the Woods,—• 
thence through the faid Lake to tire moll north-weftem point of it; and from thence, in a due 
weft courfe, to the river Mitfiftippi, —thence by aline to be drawn along the middle of the laid 
river Mifiifiippi, until it (hall interfccl the northernmoft part of the 31ft degree of north lati¬ 
tude.—South, by a line to be drawn dueeaft, from the determination of the line laft-mcntion- 
ed, in the latitude of 31 degrees north of the Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola, 
or Catahouchc,—thence along the middle thereof, to its junction with the river Flint,— 
thence ftrait to tire head of St. Mary’s River, and thence down along the middle of St Mary’s 
River to the Atlantic Ocean. — Eaft, by a litre to be drawn along the middle of the river St. 
Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its fource ; and from its fourcc, direftly north 
to the faid Highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thofe 
which fall into the river St. Laurence ; comprehending all illands within 20 leagues of any part 
of the fhore of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due call from the 
jroints where die faid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and Eaft Florida on 
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1783 the other, fhall refpc&ively touch the Bay of t'undy, and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting i'uch 
illatuls as now are, or heretofore have been within the limits of the laid province of Nova Scotia. 

“ ill. It is agreed, that the people of the United States fhall continue to enjoy, unmolefl- 
cd, the right to take fitli of every kind on the grand bank, and on all the other banks of New¬ 
foundland : all'o in the gulph of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in the fea where the in¬ 
habitants of both countries ufed atany time heretofoie to fill). And alfo that the inhabitants 
of tbe United States fhall have liberty to take Gfh of every kind on fuch part of the coaft of 
Newfoundland as Britilh filherrnen fhall ufe, (but not to dry or cure the fame on that Bland) and 
alfo on thecoafts, bays, and creeks of ail other of his Britannic Majefty’s dominions in Ame¬ 
rica ; and thafthe American fifhermen lhail have liberty to dry and cure fifii in any of the un¬ 
fettled hays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen lilands, and Labrador, fo long 
as the fame fhall remain unfettled , hut fo loon as the fame, or either of them, fhall be fettled, 
it fhall not be lawful for the faid fi(hermen to dry or cure fifh at fuch fettlemcnt without a 
previous agreement for that purpofe with the inhabitants, proprietors, or poffcfTots of the ground, 

“ IV. It is agreed, that creditors on either fide fhall meet with no lawful impediment to 
the recovery of the full value, in finding money, of all b ana fide debts heretofore contra&cd. 

“ V. It is agreed, that the Congrefs lhall earnedly recommend it to the legislatures cf the 
r< fpeiflive Bates, to provide for the reflitution of all ellatcs, rights., and properties, which have 
been confikatcd, belonging to real Britilh feibjcfls, arid allb ofthe eftates, rights and properties of 
pertons ictidem in diftrifts in the pofleffion of his Majclly’s arms, and who have not borne anus 
again ft the faid United States; and that perfons of any other description fhall have free liberty 
to go teniny part or parts of any of tire Thirteen United States, and therein to remain twelve 
months unmolested in their endeavours to obtain the reflitution of fuclr of their eftates, lights, 
and properties, as may have been coirfifcated: and that Congrels fhali alfo carncfljy recom¬ 
mend to the fcveral Bates, a rcc.onfiderafion and revifion of all 5els or (gws regaiding the pre- 
miles, fo ns to render the laid laws or adls pcrfcdUv confident not only with juflicc and cquitv, 
but with that Ipirit of conciliationwhich, on the return of the blclfings of peace, flrould uni- 
veifally prevail. And th(jt Congrefs lhall allb.earneflly recommend to the fcveral ilato.;, that 
the eftates, rights, and properties, of fuch lafl-mentioned perfons lhall he reflorcd to them, 
they refunding to any pet Ions who ntay be now in pofleffion of the bona fide price (where auv 
has been given) which fuclr perfons may have paid on pun-haling any of die lard lands, rights, 
or properties, iince the corrfifcation. 

“ Atrd it is agreed, that all perfons who have airy intcrcfl in confifcated lands, cither by 
debts, marriage fettlcmcnts, or otherwife, fhall meet with no lawful impediment in the profe- 
cution of their juft rights. 

“ VI. That there lhall be no future confifeations made, nor any profccutions commenced 
againft any perfon or perfons, for or by reafon of the part which he or they may have taken 
in the prefent war; and that no perfon fhall, on that account, fuffer any further lofs or damage 
cither hi his perfon, liberty, or property; and that thofe who may be in confinement on fuch 
'•charges at the tirtl$ of the ratification of 1 he treaty in America, fhall be immediately let at 
liberty, and the profccutions fo commenced he difeontinued. 

“ VII. There fhall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic Majefty and the 
faid States, and between the fubjdfts of the one and the citizens ot the other, wherefore, all 
hoflilities, both by fea and land, fhall from henceforth ceafe : all priioocis on both fides (ball 
be fet at liberty, and his Britannic Majefty fhall, with all convenient fpeed, and without 
Voo. IV. 3 s cauiiug 
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raufing any deftruflion, or carrying away any negroes, or other property of the American 
inhabitants, w ithdraw ail his armies, garrifons, and Beets, from the faid United States, and 
from every port, place, .and harbour within the fame ; leaving in all fortifications the Ameri¬ 
can artillery that may be therein: and (ball allb order and caufe all archives, records, deeds, 
and papers, belonging to any of the faid States, or their citizens, which in therourfe of the 
w ar may have fallen into the hands of liis officers, to be forthwith reftored and delivered to the 
proper dates and petfons to whom they belong. 

“ VIII. The navigation of the river Miffiffippi, from its fource to the ocean, (hall for ever 
remain free and open to the fubje&s of Great Britain, and the citizens of the United States. 

“ IX. In cafe it (hould fo happen, that anyplace or territory belonging to Great Britain, 
or to the United States, (hould have been conquered by the arms of either from the other, 
before the arrival of the faid provifional articles in America, it is agreed, that the fame lhall 
be reftored without difficulty, and without requiring any compenfation. 

“ X. The folemn ratifications of the prefent treaty, expedited in good and due form, (hall 
be exchanged between the contrafling parties in the fpace of fix months, or fooncr if poffible, 
to be computed from the day of the fignatare of the prefent treaty. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the undcr-figncd, their miniftera plenipotentiary, have, in their 
name, and in virtue of our full powers, fignedwith our hands the prefent definitive treaty, 
and caofed the feals of our arms to Be affixed thereto. 

“ Done at Paris, this third day of September, >783. 

“ (L. S.) D. Hartley. 

“ (L. S.) John Adams. 

“ (L. S.) B. Franklin. 

“ (L. S.) John Jay.” 

The definitive treaty with the States General of the United Provinces of the Low Coun¬ 
tries, was not figned till the month of May in the fucceeding year. 

The peace was proclaimed at London on the fifteenth of September, in this year, with alt 
the ufual folemnities. 

On the eleventh of November the two Houfes of Parliament met for the difpatch of buli- 
nefs, when the fpeech from the throne informed them concerning the ftate of the treaties of 
peace, and the happy profped there was, that the feveral parties to thofe treaties would concur 
with the King in his inclination to keep the calamities of war at a diftance. The rcafon of 
their bring called together after focli a (hort reccfs was then explained : the fituation of the 
Eaft India Company was reprefented as claiming their utrooft exertions, and the providing for 
the fecurity and increafe of the revenue, by the fuppreffion of the illicit trade, was ftrongly re¬ 
commended. The Houfe of Commons was informed, that the reductions which had been 
made in the naval and military eftaWhhments were brought as low as prudence would admit, 
and that it was not doubted but the fortitude which had hitherto fupported the nation under fo 
many difficulties, would make her bear with cbearfulnefs the burthens which the prefent ex¬ 
igencies would require, and which were neceftary for the full fopport of the national credit.— 
The fpeech concluded with recommending temper and moderation in all their deliberations, 
and with hoping, that, as in many refpeCls our fituation was new, their counfels would pro¬ 
vide what that fituation called for, and that their wifdom would give permanency to whatever 
had been found beneficial by the experience of ages. 


The 



or THE ORlOlE OF COMMERCE. 


5° 7 

783 The affairs of the Eaft India Company were, at this time, in fuch a fituation as to demand 
fome immediate as well as effeftual regulations, and the prefent adrniniftmion were determin¬ 
ed to provide them. Mr. Fox, accordingly, on the 18th of November, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for veiling the affairs of the Eaft India Company in the hands of certain com- 
tuiflioners, for the benefit of the proprietors and the public. 

It was, perhaps, impoffible for a fubjeft of greater dignity and weight to be brought under 
the infpeftion of Parliament: it involved’a principal fourcc of our commerce and opulence: 
it was intimately conncfted with the honour and fair feme of the Britifh nation, and wns preg¬ 
nant with happinefs or mifery to 30,000,003 of people. The patronage and the wealth of 
India might alfo be confidered as a continual fource of influence and corruption, and if placed 
without controul, might tend to overturn tliat balance of the conftitution, on which our 
liberties depend. 

The bill for veiling the government in commiffioners, wa* accompanied with a fecond bill, 
the profeffed objc£l of which was, the precluding all kinds of arbitrary and ddpotic proceed¬ 
ings from the adminiftration of the territorial pofleffions &c$ 

As thefe two bills embrace fuch an important objeft, occafioned fuch a national ferment, and 
met with fuch an uncommon fate, we fhall here infert abft rafts of them. 

Abstract of a Bili, for veiling the Affairs of the East India Company in the Hands 
of certain Commiffioners for the Benefit of the Proprietors and the Public. 

“ Whereas great diforders have prevailed and do flill increafc in the management of the 
territorial pofifeflions, revenues, and commerce of this kingdom in the Eaft Indies, diminifh- 
ing the profperity of the natives, and impairing, and threatening with utter ruin, the valuable 
iutcrefts of this nation in that country. 

“ That the government and management of the prefent direftors and proprietors be fuf- 
pended. 

“ That William Earl Fitr.william, the Right Honourable Frederic Montagu, George Lord 
Vifcount Lewifliam, the Honourable George Auguftus North, Sir Gilbert Flliot, Bart. 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart, and Robert Gregory, Efq. be conftituted Direftors, with the feveral 
powers of the former court of direftors and general court of proprietors. 

“ That the above direftors immediately enter into pofleflion of all lands, tenements, books, 
records, vcffels, goods, money, and fecurities, in truft foi the Company. 

“ That Thomas Cheap, George Cuming, Richard Hall, John Harrifon, Jofeph Sharp, 
John Michic, John Smith, George Tatem, and James Moffat, Efquircs, proprietors cadi of 
them of 2,qqo1. Company's flock at lcaft, be afiiftant direftors, entirely fubordinate to the 
principal direftors. 

“ That any vacancy in the board of direftors be filled by his Majcfiy, under his fign 
manual, within twenty days. 

“ That any vacancy in the board of afiiftant direftors, be filled by the majority of propri¬ 
etors, qualified as formerly, not by ballot, but in an open court. 

“ Tliat any five of the direftors be empowered to remove any of the afliftant direftors, 
entering in their journals their reafons for the removal. 

“ That William Earl Fitr-william be chairman of the board of direftors, and the Right 
Honourable Frederic. Montagu be deputy-chairman, with the reverfion of the chair: future 
vacancies in thefe offices to be fupplied by the elcftion of the direftors. 
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1783 “ That the chairman, or in his abfencc the deputy chairman, have power to furnmon any 

extraordinary meeting of the board, and to propofe the bufinefs to he firft considered, with 
tiic privilege of a carting voice; the majority of the direftors however being at liberty to 
adjourn their meetings as they fhall think proper. 

“ That the direftors vote openly, and in any difference of opinion, except as to the eleftian 
to offices of a perfon not having before been in the Company’s fervicc, enter upon their 
journals their reafons for their vote. ' 

“ That no perfon concerned in any mercantile manner with the company. 

“ That no perfon charged with corrupt praftice, peculation, or oppreflion in India, within 
two years before the time of his nomination, until the directors, or three of them, lliall have 
examined into and acquiti* him of the charge. 

“ That no perfon who has been, or fhall hereafter be, in the Company’s fervice in India, 
until two years from his return be elapfed, be capable of being a direftor, or afliftant dircflor. 

“ That the directors, once in every fix months, lay before the general court of proprietors 
an exaft flate of their ncconn|(|» 

** That the directors, within twenty days after the commencement of every felfion of Par¬ 
liament, lay before the commiflioners of the treafury, to be fubmitted to both houfes of Par¬ 
liament, an accurate ftatc of tlicir accounts and eflablifhmcnts. 

“ 1 hat the direftors have full powers to remove, or fufpend, every perfon from any fiation, 
civil or military, in the company’s fcrvice. 

“ That every charge of peculation, ufurv, receipt of prefents, oppreflion or breach of order-, 
tranfmitted to the direftors, be examined by them within twenty days, and if they lbail not 
think proper to recal, or order a profecution againft the perfon fo charged, each direftor enter 
in their journals his reafons for declining thofe fteps. 

“ 7 'hat the direftors, before they confirm the appointment themfelvcs, or fufTcr the depar¬ 
ture from Great Britain for India of any perfon againft whom any fuch charge has been made, 
make a full examination into the fubjeft of the charge, and enter upon their journals tlicir 
reafons for not attending to it. 

“ That in cafe of any difference between the governor-general and council of Bengal, or 
between any of the prefidents and their councils; or between the government of one fettlemcnt 
and the government of another, the direftors enter into an examination of the difference with¬ 
in twenty days, and within three months either come to a definitive deciiion, or enter upon 
their journals their reafons for not coming to fuch a decifion, 

“ That in cafe of any queftion fubmitted to the directors by any of the proficiencies in India, 
the direftors return an anfwcr to the queftion within three months, or enter upon their journals 
the reafons of their delay. 

“ That, in cafe of any breach of treaty, injury, or grievance, committed againft any Prince 
in India, complained of, or otherwife coming to the knowledge of the direftors, the direftors 
enquire into fuch injury as fpeedily as maybe, begin their examination by confidcring the trea¬ 
ties or orders of the former direftors and court of proprietors, and do complete juflice to fuch 
Prince on every material article of complaint, and not upon the whole in grofs. 

“ That three of the direftors form a board. 

“ That the correfpondenee of the direftors be Cgned by their fecretary. 

“ That tlic direftors and afliftant direftors, be incapable of holding any ofEce in the com¬ 
pany’s fervicc, or any place of profit from the crown during pleafurc. 
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1783 “ That it be lawful for his Majcfty to remove any of the direftors or affiftant direftors, 

upon an add refs from cither Houfe of Parliament. 

“ That any direftor hereafter to be appointed by his Majcfty, be not difqualified from fitting 
in the Houfe of Commons. 

“ That the affiftant directors receive from the company a clear yearly falary of 500I. 

“ That this aft continue in force for four years.” 

t 

Abftraft of a Bill for the better Government of the Territorial Poffiffions and 

Dependencies in India. 

“ Whereas great difotders have prevailed in the government of the Britilh Eaft Indies, and 
the laws and lawful authority of this kingdom, have not bedWduly obeyed by the fervants of 
the Eaft India Company. 

“ That no authority is, or was intended to be granted by an aft of the 13th of Geo. III. 
(Lord North's Eaft India bill) or by any other aft to the governor general and council of 
Bengal, or any other perfon, exempting them from a ftrid^ obedience to the orders of the late 
court of direftors, or the future orders of the commiffioners, named, inftead of that couit, in 
an aft of this feflion of Parliament. 

“ That the orders of the late court of direftors ho confidcred as rules for the conduct of the 
Company's fervants, until notice Ihall be given by the commiffioners of.any alteration or 
repeal. 

“ That the reftriftions and provifions of the aft 13th Geo. III. were not intended, and are 
hereby cxprefslv declared not to be confined to the forts, faftories, and other fubordmate places 
in the lettlement of Fort William, but extend to ail ordinances iffued by the governor general 
and council of Fort William. 

“ That an abftraft of fuch ordinances be regiftered and affixed in die Perfian and Hindoftan 
languages, in every provincial court in the provinces of Bengal, Babar and Orirfa, or in the 
fertiiory to which they relate. 

“ That the powers of the governor general and council, ot of any prefident and council, lie 
incapable of being delegated, and that no proceedings in the execution of any fpcciai commif- 
f.on be finally approved, until a full report, accompanied with vouchers, be made to the 
governor general and council, or prdident and council. 

“ That all communications of any native Prince or his agent, or any Britifti refident, or 
1'ubordinatc fettkment, or collector of revenue, Ihall be addrdfed to (he governor general and 
council, or prefident and council, and all fuch communications, however addrclled, be laid, 
before the council. 

*< That the governor general or prefident may adjourn the confideration of any queliion in 
the refpeftivc councils for tire fpacc of fuch queftions not to be adjourned 

oftner tlian 

“ That the governor general and council, or prefident and council, Ihall not exchange any 
territory, or accept any acquifition. 

“ That the governor general and council do not invade the territory ot any independent 
Prince, until a majority in council, in minutes fubferibed by each member competing the 
majority, thall declare that fuch Prince is about to attack the territory of the Company or their 
dependencies. 
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1783 “ That the governor general and council, or prefident and council, do not form any alliance 

for the purpofe of dividing or fluring any territory* 

“ That the governor general and counsil, or prefident and council, do not hire out any 
part of the Company’s troops to any independent Prince. 

“ That the governor general and council, or prefident and council, do not appoint to any 
office any perfon removed from any office for mifdcmeanor. 

“ That the governor general and council, efr prefident and council, or any collcftor of 
revenue, or member of any fubordinate fettiement, do not let out to hire any farm, or other 
thing, to any fervant of any perfon in the civil fervicc of the Company; the profits of all con- 
trafts, contrary to this claofc, to be recoverable from the principal. 

“ That all mouopoiicsli India be void. 

“ That no debt or balance exceeding in oonfcquence of any advance for 

any purchafe, be recoverable after the fpacc of * and no perfon be imprifontd 

for fuch debt. 

“ That, whereas by the aft 13th Geo. Ill, it is enafted, That every illegal prefent be 
deemed to have been received for the ufe of the Company, and whereas that provifion has been 
attended with inconvenience; that every fuch prefent, if the fame be not corruptly given, to 
obtain any place or other objeft, to which the perfon giving the fame fhall not be entitled, be 
returned, and be recoverable by aftion* 

“ That in cafe the perfon giving fuch prefent, or the Company do not fue for the fame 
within months, the fame be recoverable by any perfon for his foie ufe and benefit. 

“ That if any perfon beconvifted in any of the courts in India of receiving any prefent 
contrary to the aft 13th Geo. III. fuch perfon fhall thereupon 

“ That all lands and tenements, not in the aftuafoccupation of the Company, or by them 
farmed out, be deemed to be the eftate and inheritance of the native landholders and families, 
unlcft dilpofleffed by the judgment of fome competent court for feme crime or mifdcmeanor, 
or non-payment of their rent. 

“ That the rent paid by the landholders immediately before the year fhall not be 

altered or increafcd. 

“ That the governor general and council may reflore any landholder difpoffeffed of his ter¬ 
ritory fubjeft ncvertbelefs to fuch ieafes as fhall have been, made before the 
and if the landholder fhall have quitted his territory upon condition of receiving any penfion, 
and fhall prefer fuch penfion, that the fame upon no account be difeontinued. 

M That no Princes engaged to keep ap a body of troops for the fervice of tire Company, or 
to pay any body of Engliih troops, or txvpay any tribute for the protection of the Company, 
be molcfted in the enjoyment of their rights. 

“ That all perfons be amenable to the commiffioners, and to all courts of jaftice of compe¬ 
tent jurifdiftion to try offences committed in India, for offences committed in the territories 
of any protected Prince. 

“ That no fervant of the Company, or of his Msjefty, take upon himfelf to eolleft <wr farm 
the revenues of any protefted Prince. 

“ That, if any fervant of the Company fhall invade the territories of mj independent 
Prince, without written orders from the governor genera! and council, fuch perfon upon con- 
viftion thereof be 
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4783 “ That no prote&ed Prince have any other Prince dependent upon him, any farther than 

fuch Prince fhall have flood bound to him before the year the troops of thefe laft 

not to be required without the orders of the governor general and council, -or prefident and 
council. 


“ That the fucceflion of the protefied Princes fhall not be altered or difpofed of by will 
contrary to the laws of the country and the faith of treaties. 

** That the protected Princes do not farm any lands of the Company. 

“ That no protected Prince be permitted to refide for more than years in 

any of the Company’s fettleroents, unlefs being expelled from his dominions. 

“ That no fervant of the Company have any pecuniary tranfeflions with any protcflcd 
Prince ; all fuch tranfaflions to be and any pe$»n convifted of fuch tranfadliou 

to be 


“ That no protefted Prince remove, or increafe the rent of any Zemindar beyond what was 
paid in the year. 

“ That all Zemindars fo difpoflefled fhall be reftoreJ. 

“ That the Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah of Tan jour, or any other prote&ed Prince, do not 
mortgage any land to any Britifo fubjeftfuch mortgages to be and their 

produce recoverable by action, 

<l That no money be received upon account of any debts from any protefied Prince, except 
fuch as were confoiidated in the year -without being firfl examined, and ap¬ 

pearing to tire comraiffi oners to have been contracted in fomeopen and avowed courfe of trade, 
and not as the reward of any fcrvice, or for any other matter prohibited by law, or by the 
future orders of the commifTioners; the evidence in fopport of the debt to be entered in the 
journals of the comrorflioncts. 

“ That the difputes between the Nabob of Arcot, and the Rajah of Tartjonr, be examined 
and adjufted by the commiffionersas foon as may be, according to the principles of the treaty 
of 1762, the orders of the dircSors to George Lord Pigot, and the arrangements of George 
Lord Pigot. 

“ That the commifTioners tranfmit to the governor general and council, or to the prefident 
and council of Fort St. George, or to fuch perfons as they fhall fpecially appoint, full orders 
for terminating the find difputes; for examining the prefent Hate of the affairs, revenues and 
debts of the faid Princes , and the claims of Britifh fubjefts upon them; for making an im¬ 
mediate report to the commifTioners ; for adopting or fuggefting fuch means for the liquidation 
of the bona fide debts, as fhall be confident with juftice to the creditors and the fcrvice of the 
Company, and fhall occafion the lead inconvenience to thefe Princes; and for making an im¬ 
mediate report of their proceeding to the commiflioners. 

“ That all Polygars difpofleffed fince the year be rcflored at the fame rent as 

they were liable to pay immediately before. 

“ That whereas difputes have arifen rcfpefling the extent of the controling power given by 
the aft 13th Geo. Hi. to the governor general and council over the prefidcncies of Madras, 
Bombay, and Bcncoolen, in matters of war, peace and treaties, the faid power do extend to all 
matters, dire&ly or indircfUy tending to the commencement of hoflilkies; the governor ge¬ 
neral and council to enter upon their minutes their reafons for treating any proceeding as con¬ 
trary to this declaration; and the prclidencies, in cafe of any doubt, to fabmit to the afls of 
the governor general and council, and to lay the cafe before the commifhoners. 

“ That 
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17S3 “ That it be lawful for the proficiency of Bombay, in cafe of war or the danger of war, in 

the north weft and vvellern coalls of India, or in the territories of the Mahrattas, to conclude 
any treaty, truce, or alliance with any native Prince; the prelidency to inlcrtin fuch tieaty a 
provifion, that the fame fhall be null and void, unlefs ratified within a limited time by the 
governor genera! and council; to enter upon their minutes the rcafons of their conduft'with 
vouchers, to trail fin it to the governor general and council, and to the commilfioners; and to 
obey the orders of the governor general until they fhall be altered by the conimifiioners. 

“ 7 ’hat the prefidenev of Madras have the like power, in cafe of war or the danger of war, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, or from to on the coaft of Malabar. 

“ That nofervatit of the Company, or agent of any protefted Prince, be capable of fitting 
in the Houfe of Commons ; fuch perfons aftually members of the Houfe of Commons to fit 
during the remainder of the prefent Parliament. 

“ That no perfon having been in die iervice of the Company, fhall be capable of fitting in 
the Houfe of Commons within after his return, or whilfl any public profecution 

is depending againfl him for any offences alleged to have been committed while he was in that 
fervice; fuch profecutions to be commenced within after his return, and to be 

determined within , unlefs the delay be at tiie requeft, or through the default of the 

party profecuted. 

“ That all offences againfl this aft may be profecuted in the Supreme Court at Calcutta, in 
die Mayor’s coutts, in the court of King’s-bcnch, or in any other court, fpecialiy to be infti- 
tuted for this purpofc ; the powers given to the court of King’s-bench by the aft 13th Geo. 111 . 
to extend to offences againfl this aft ; and in all cafes where the punifhmcnt is not herein ap¬ 
pointed, the court is to impofe, at their difcietion, any fine not exceeding 
or hnprifonment not exceeding or the incapacity of ferving the Company.” 

The arguments in favour of the fyftem of regulation to be formed by thefe bills, aiofe prin¬ 
cipally from two fourccs,—the various and general abufes which had prevailed in the go veto- 
micnt it propofed to model anew, and the diflreflcd and involved flate of the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany’s finances. The lituation of the latter became the firft fubjeft of confidcration. In the 
courfe of the preceding year the Company had applied to Parliament for leave to borrow 
500,cool, upon bonds; they had alfo petitioned for 300,000!. in Exchequer bills, and for the 
l'ufpcttfion of a demand stpon them on the part of Government for 70p,oool. due for cuiloms. 
As a check on tiic further encrcafc of their debts, they were bound, by an aft of Parliament, 
not to accept bills, drawn in India, beyond the amount of 300,0001. without the pertniffion 
of the Lords of the Trcafury; and an application had been made for that purpofc, as bills were 
-at this period coming over from Bengal for acceptance, to the amount of upwards of two 
millions Ilcriing. Such was the fituatkm of the Company at this important crifts. If the 
Company did not receive an adequate affiftance, inevitable ruin was the attendant confequcnce; 
and the bankruptcy of a body of merchants fo extenfive in their concerns and of fuch import¬ 
ance in the opinion of ail Europe, mull necelTarily give a very alarming blow to our national 
credit. On the other hand, though it was abfolutely neccfiiry to permit the acceptance oi 
thd'e bills, it would have been a mcafure defers ing the fevereft ccnfure, if the public faith had 
been pledged for their payment, without a previous examination into the affairs of the Com¬ 
pany, and forming fume plan for reforming their contlitution. Their aftual debt was■affeit- 
ed by Mr. Fox, the oftcnfible framer of thefe bills, to be n,aoo,oool. and they had flock in 
band towards paying this imraenle fum, to the amount of about 3,200,000!. Theucfult of 
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this companion was a balance of 8,ooo,cool.; a fum fo immcnfe, when compared with the 
capital of the proprietors, as to he a very natural caufe of public alarm. 

.In oppofition to this argument, it was averred, that the foregoing ftatement was abfohttclv 
falf’e; and another account was prefented to the Houle by the Couit of Direclors, in which 
there appeared a balance in favour of the Company of mar 4,000 000!.—'! his cxtiamdlnsiv 
dilierence in the two accounts, maybe esiily reconciled from the different principles on which 
they were adj uficd. In the ftatement of \he diicdtom, every ipecies of the Company’s property 
was brought into the account, and a balance ftruck. on the fuppofrtion of its being at that mo¬ 
ment dillblved : iu the other, fuel) parts of their Hock only were carried to their credit as 
could be diipoftd of, leaving them itill in a condition to continue their trade, which it was 
the apparent objeft of the bill to enable them to do. 

On the fubjefl of abuics that prevailed in the government of India, the reports of the two 
Indian committees gave an horrid detail; which, from its length, we cannot adopt, and, from 
ii.s circumilances, we are glad to pafs over, without being obliged to deferibe them. 

'i'iiile abufes in India related, fttft, to the independent powers in that country, and were 
1, gw f iited to coniift bf extravagant projefts, and expenfive wars, entered into by the Company 
ior the putpofc of extending their dominions ; of their violations of treaties,—their breaches 
of faith,—the f.dc of the Company’s authoiitv and afliftance, in fupport of the ambition, rapa¬ 
city, and cruelty of others, as well as the betraying every prince, without exception, with 
whom they had formed any connection in India. 

Secondly, The Hates in alliance with, or dependent on us, were represented as being, and 
hating been fubjefl to a very ruinous and corrupt interference in their internal government ; 
that their rights were invaded, cxoibiiant aids and tribute unjuflly exacted, and the molt :1a- 
grant peculations committed, as well a* rasag.s perpetiated, by the civil and military imams 
of the Company : and. 

Thirdly, With rcfpvcl to the management of the countries under the immediate dominion 
of the C’ompanv, it was llatcd, that the con-loft -ci if; gon-mots .and inferior officers anpeaivd 
to have but one object,—the tiaotmidimi of Wealth ft out lu-'ii to Cheat Britain. V Hi this 
view, monopolies bad at one lime been tftjbiimc.!, not only ot ever, article of trade, but t,»c.t 
of the lucUlaries oi lilt* : at another, the pri\ ikgt of pn>r,Ti:»tion Was fecurcd to the Cmi-pwv ; 
and thel'c were followed by partial and aibirrary pteferenccs, n^t left ruin011, in the'; c n:e- 
«jue 1 ices than the former. i’y i'uch an opptdiHe and impolitic cmulmb, the vv. 1 chants ..ml 
bankets of India, many of whom, in point of cr> hi And estenfne dealings, w.re ;ca* • •, 
nju tiled hv t hole of the lirft daft in Europe, were tiifahl-.d bom continuing C.b ; 

caucr of commeicial undertaking; whilft the native cuhiv.tior, a.id mamiEf u. ;■ , h c 

decay of trade, were obliged to be contented with the piit:m. r that was red . u: t ■■ \ , 

bv tlmle who were to profit by then' labour, flat tl::> was rot. ah • u. mi 
tended it n-'i'Ut and wide : the Icrvants of the CCmpany r-.\e;ted i'r . = .1 - v 


tent, and letting them in motion, for their own pnvat,. j .u ( . 
'1 he cale i't the Zemindars, and of the rcntciat undm them, 
the ft fufierings'of the natives under our dominion |a it' t , 
as being very much aggravated by tlieir exeluhmi hum any h 
Company’s government. Ail the principal cnheolin.i- <>l tltv 
alt the lucrative filiations in tiie army Uk 1 the iepplic= ami 

foicly in the hands of the Engl jib: fo that C' natives, w.-Ut 


.•1, c,>..;i’h\, i 1,re mJCiiet.— 
’■> lid: more '.n ■ j u'"rLUe ; 1 
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A. 1). 

i jSj employed as the fereams or agents of Europeans, in fubordinate ftations in the army, and in 
the inferior departments in the revenue. 

On the whole of the article of abufes, it was infilled, that by accumulated a&s of injuftice, 
oppreffion, and cruelty, dictated by an improvident and rapacious policy, our pofieffions in 
India, inflead of a refource to the public, were in danger of becoming one of its greateft bur¬ 
thens ; that, by the oppreffion of our allies and dependants, they had either alienated them 
from us, or rendered them ufelefs and burthenfbme to us; that, by wars carried on from cor¬ 
rupt and ambitious motives, and by repeated violations of the moll folemn engagements with 
foreign powers, all confidence in JBritifh faith and jultice had been obliterated, and our go¬ 
vernment rendered odious throughout India. 

The fails from which thefc conclufions were drawn, and the conclufions themfelves, (both 
of which, indeed, were recorded in the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons) were not 
controveited by thofe who oppofed the bills in any other manner than by a general charge of 
exaggeration; but the plea of neccffity, which the framers of them had undertaken to ellablilh, 
on the principle, that thefe abufes, without a total change of fyftem, were utterly incurable, 
was more ftrongly contefted. 

In the courfe of debate, it was frequently fuggefted, that a company of merchants ^vas to¬ 
tally unfit to be trufted with the political government of a diftant foreign dominion, or with 
the management of large territorial revenues ; but as this pofition was not generally aifented 
to, in its whole extent, by either party, the arguments principally infilled on, were drawn 
from the peculiar conftitution and circumftances of the Company ilfelf. 

The oppofition to thefe bills was conduced by Mr. William Pitt.—Two objefiions were 
principally infilled on by this gentleman and his fupporters; the one built upon the infringe¬ 
ment, or rather annihilation of the charter of the Company ; the other, upon the new and 
unconliitutional influence the propofed meafures were calculated to create. 

India, it is true, faid they, cried aloud for a reform; but not fuch a reform as was now 
propofed: it wanted a conilitutional, and not a tyrannical alteration, that was contrary to 
every principle of equity and juflice. By the bill in quellion, an attack was made on the moll 
folemn charters : it aimed a fatal blow at the integrity and the faith of Parliament, and Ioofened 
every tie by which man was bound to man. This charter did not owe its birth to the fooliih 
prepolTeffion or the mad^rodigality of a Plantagenet, a Tudor, or a Stuart; it was a fair pur- 
chafe from the public,—an equal compadl, for reciprocal advantages, between the proprietors 
and the nation at large. 

If the principle on which this bill was founded, ffiould be once eftablifhed, what fecurity 
was there for the other public companies of the kingdom? What fecurity had the national 
creditors, or the public corporations ? Or, indeed, what affurance fhould we poflefs for the 
Great Charter itfelf, the foundation of all our privileges and all our liberties?—It would be 
folly in the extreme to fuppofe, that the principle, once admitted, would operate only on the 
affairs of the Eaft India Company; when a bad principle was by any means eftablifhed, there 
would never be wanting bad men to extend its effects. 

The charter which gave to the India Company its rights, was conceived in the cleared 
terms that language could exprefs. It was fuperior, both in ftrength and perfpicuity, to that 
of the bank of England. The right by which the King held the feeptre of Great Britain 
was not more folemnly confirmed. The bill included a confifcation of the property, and a 
disfranchifcraent of the members of the Eaft India Company. It required the diredlors to de¬ 
liver, 
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17S3 liver up all lands, tenements, houfes, books, records, charters, infti uments, veffels, poods, 
money, and iecurities. The power, indeed, was declared to lx created in trull for tire benefit 
of the proprietors ; but in cafe of any, even the moll daring breach of ttuil, to whom could 
an appeal be made ?~Not to tire proprietors, but to a majority of either houfe of Parliament, 
which the weakeft minjllcr could not fail to fecure, with the patronage of above two millions; 
fierling given by this bill. 

It might be anfwercd, on the fuggeflio^ made by the framers of this bill, that it was not a 
bill of disfianclnfcment, bccaufe it did not take from the proprietors their right to an cxcluflvc 
trade,—that this trade was not the only franchife of the proprietors.—If a franchife belonging 
to a freehold was taken away, the property might remain ; but, furelv, the freeholder would 
lravc a very juft caufe of complaint. The calc was parallel as to India hock:—Pcrfons pof- 
fi: fled of flock to a certain amount, ere entitled to vote upon every important queftion of the 
Company’s affairs ; and the value of llock is enhanced from this privilege: this bill, therc- 
foic, bv taking it away, might be charged, in every fenfc of the word, with disfranchifmg the 
proprietors. 

The bili was alfo confulercd, by fome, as pregnant with fatal confequcnccs, from its ten¬ 
dency to incieal'e the influence of the crown ; but it was principally objefied to from its being 
calculated to create a new, enormous, and unexampled patronage, which it placed in the hands 
of the minillcr. Mr. Dundas, the late Lord Advcfcatc of Scotland, went fo far as to accuic 
Mr. Fox of endeavouring to create a fourth cflate in the realm, which being pofiefild of an 
jmmenfo patronage, independent of the crown and of Parliament, might be attended with fatal 
confetjuenccs to the conftitution of Great Britain. 

Previous to the iecond reading of the bill, a petition was prclented to the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons hv the dirc&ors of the Eail India Company, and another from the propiietors, repre- 
ienting the mealuie as l'ubverlive of their chaiter, and operating as a confifcation of their m- 
perty, without chaiging them with any fpccitic delinquency,—without trial, and without con- 
iftion ; a proceeding wholly contrary to the moll facred piivilege ot Britilh fubjccls. 7"Ik v 
therefore prayed, that the a< 5 ls of delinquency prefumed againil them, might be flared in wri¬ 
ting, and a reafonabie time allowed them to deliver in their anlwer; and that they might lie 
heard by themfelves or their countel againfl the bill. 

In fhort, this famous bill was attacked and defended with great fpiiit and eloquence in all 
its ftages. During the ptogrcfs of it, a petition was prefented by the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of London to Parliament, praying that it might not pals into a law. In the 
committee it was determined that the coinmillioners flrould not be difqualiried front fitting n» 
the Houfe of Commons ; but tire fame privilege was not extended to the afliflants. O11 the 
motion of Sir William Dolbctr, the duration of the bill was fixed to the term of four years.— 
Ikfides the oppofition it encountered with regard to its principle, much complaint was made 
of the indecent hafte with which it was carried through the Houfe. It was luppoi ted, how¬ 
ever, through all its ftages, by a very conflderablc majority of members. On the Sth of 
December, the bill palTed the Commons, on a diviilon of 208 to 102, and the next day was 
carried up to tire Lords. 

This bill lud been carried in the Houfe of Commons by fi c’i a commanding majotity, as 
not to leave in lire minds of its fupporters the leaf! apprebcnfion of the fate which hung over 
it. On the 9th of December, Mr. Fox, attended by a great number of members, prelentcd 
the bill at the bar of the Houfe of Lords. On its fu ll reading, a very powerful oppoiition ap- 

3 T 2 peared 
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1^83 peared to rife up agn'mfl it. Lord Thurlow ex prefled himfclf in the mod decided manner on 
this occafion: he gave it as his opinion, that the biil was a moil atrocious violation of private 
property ; that it contained powers which touched the deareft rights of Kngiilhmen, and could 
only he ju (liked hy the moil irrvflllihlc ncceffity, which ought not to he allowed on the reports 
of a committee, hut was of that importance as to demand a full and fair proof, hy evidence at 
the bar of the Houle. The fecond reading took place on the 15th of the fame month, and 
counfd was heard on the part of the directors find proprietors. On the 17th, a motion was 
made that the hill be rejefted ; which, after a very powerful debate, was carried, by a majority 
of 95 againft 76. 

The fate of this bill involved in it the fate of the sdmjni A. ration that produced it ; and, on 
the i8ih of December, a new adminiurntion was appointed.— Mr. William Pitt was made 
Firft Lord of the Trcafury,—Ear! (lower Prcfidcnt of the Council,—Kail Temple liv'd the 
feals of Secretary of State for a very few days, til! Lord Sydney and the Maupsis of Carmar¬ 
then were appointed to receive them,—Lord Tliurlow was rellorcd to the * dice of Chancellor, 
—the Duke ot Rutland was appointed Lord 1 'rivy Ska!,—Lord Howe t ; ft Lord of th Ad¬ 
miralty',—and the Duke of Richmond Ma l5 er-Genera! of the Oiduance, ixc.—On th: ?0tii, 
Parliament was adjourned to the 12th of January, 1784. 

On the 27th of December, the following dedaiation of ins Mnjcilv in council concetniii;.' 
the commerce of Great Britain with the United States of America, was pnblilhc;! m th 
London Gazette :— 

** rfi the Court c/'S>. Jeturn's, tht /Cub of Durmlrr, 17S7. 

“ Whereas, by virtue of an aft paired in the lad fl.iiun of Parliament, entitled. An 
aft for preventing certain milruments ft *m being required from ships hdoiigi'.tg to the Unite.] 
States of America, and to give to his ALivl’y, for a limited tunc, certain pow-ts, for the b.t- 
tet carrying on trade and commerce bctivrui tue fubjefts of feus Majcftv’s. Hoinuihms and the 
inhabitants of the. United States,’ feveul outers have been ifluvd by ni; .Majeflv at this hoard, 
for rcgula’ing ..ml carrying on the trade ;mJ commerce between the (objects of hi, Mai-fly’s 
donimiom, and IKS inhabitant-, of the United States of Ann rice, which orders did cxpne on 
the act!) day of this intl.mt Di-amber: and whereas hy an aft patted in the p.efent feifton of 
Pa iiamenr, to continue, fora limited tint-', the f'.id above recited aft, it is cuTied, that tire 
Paid aft, and all the matters ami things thetcin '"-itimed, ihail continue and he hi I n ..c ir ’ ;i 
tie.: 20th day of April. 17S4,— His Maivlly doth thereupon, by and with the advice of hi'; ;>r it v 
council, hereby order and J -dare, that any unmanufuftured goods or merchandizes, the im¬ 
portation of which into th.- kingdom is not prohibited bylaw, {except oil} and any pi* eh, 
tar, turpentine, indigo, mails vat ds, and bow ft.Pits, being the grow th ot production of any ot 
the l nited States of America, may (until Dither order' he import u diicotly fiom tin:; t 
into ally 01 the poits of'ihis kingdom, either in Bririfh ot American flops, In- Pn'ifh fuivjs-ft;, 
or by any of the people inhabiting in and belonging to the fai l United Mates, or anv of them, 
and inav be entered or landed in any port of tins kingdom, upon pavniuit of the fame iL.ties 
as ’he like fort of goods, or merchandize are or miy be fubjeft atid liable to, if imported by 
Ji: it’111 fubjeft s, in ihitiiTi ihips. from any Bntifh ifland or plantation in Americt, and to 
otbct, no-wiriiftanding fu. i» goods 01 merchandize, or the /hips in which the fame nine be 
btought, may not he accompanied with the certificates or other documents heretofore reqimed 
bv law. 
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1783 “ Am! it is hereby further ordered, tint there fhail he the fame drawback:;, exemptions, and 

bounties on merchandizes and goods exported from Great Britain into the to 1 itories of the 
laid United States of Amriica, or any of them, as are or may be allowed by law, upon the ex¬ 
po: tation of the hire goods or merchandize to any of the islands, plantations, or colonies, be¬ 
longing to the crown of Great Britain in America. 

“ And his Ma.eity is hereby further pleated plea ft d to order, that any tobacco, being the 
growth of any of the territories of the fai^ United Mates of America, may (until further order) 
be imported dm f’ iy from thence, in manner above mentioned, and may he landed in this 
kingdom, upon the importer paying' down, in ready mom v, the duty coimrionly called the old 
fuhtiJy, (except ,.s herein alter excepted) fuch tobacco may he warehoused under hi- U. 'dly’s 
locks, upon the importer's own bond for payment of all the further duties doe for ’ h to- 
h.uco. within lire time limited 1 ’ h.w, a,cording to the net wegght and quantity of Inch to- 
hae.i o, at tin, time it limit he lo landed, with the fame allowances for the pavrnent of lech iur- 
the* duties, and under the Use rcunctions and regtdations, in all other refp-.cts, not altered by 
t! order, a , fuch tobacco i- and may be warehcrufcd hv virtue of any aft or ads of Parliament 
hi hrr it is Isis Maj.-hy’s ple.dur-, nevertheief g that upon the impeltatiou of any inch 

t<■ 1 -n ; , mto the port-, of I.onion, Biitlul, Liverpool, Corvee, Vv'iiitch.r-tn, Greenock, and 
Pu. «. 01 eithe; of them, in the manner herein before cxpreiibd, the importer t’nad hs 

at lit) ru. until further order, to enter into bom? for the. payment as well of th" dv v com¬ 
monly called the ohl (irhiidv, or any other of the duties which were form'tly pa.able in ready 
in,,n-. , , mid that i! any tobacco which ha- been, or fhail Ire fo imported, during the c sirnw- 
anc o t: wider, no.;) the territories of the laid United States into ire laid por ts of London, 
Briftol, Li.-rvonl. Cowes, Wgi.Jraven, Greenock, and Port Glafgow, fhail he alter wauls 
taken, wain 1 the time limited, out of the waiehoufcs wherein the litme (hail he lee u red under 
his Maiytiv':. locks, in mantur herein hclote dnected, ar either of the above p->rt.s. tc he ex¬ 
ported <!ne 'Uv from »'•••<;re, the’ bonds which have been, or fhail he entered into, lor payment 
of the fun: duties, fhai. M ddchare.ed in the manner directed by the f vcral aits of Pa; u,uncut 
in 11:1 -’I-, 


*• And, inonL-i m i.-cr'kate the carrying trade and commerce between the people and ter¬ 
ritories belonging to the crown of 1» e;d liriuuu in the Weft Indies, including in that deter ip- 
tio s, the Bahama nliiuL, and the Bermuda ■>. Seiner i(lands, and the people and tcirilovk ; be¬ 
longin',; to the fir id United States of Amciiea, ins Majeflv i- hereby furtir. r pirated to order, 
that pitch, tar, rurpemi ic. hemp, flax, mall-', yards and bowsprits, Oaves, heading-hoards, 
timber, liturgies, an.! all other I pec ie ti of Limner , bodes, neat cattle, lheep, h ";s. north rv. 


and aft mber Inca,'. 1 ! live flock and live pior iiioir.- ; peas, b. ans, potatoes, v.h. Purr, 
brc.xj, biCuil, fur. oats, b.wicy, and all other fptcies of yam, b. m . the c.iowth 01 p;.*drtt‘ion 
of any of the laid l nii-d States of A met ic.i, may (until fur l her o. .erl b • 1 n e > • ) u.) by Ihi'idi 
flthicifts, in Bvitillr built ;hip«, own'd !>v ins Majedv’s iuhi'ds and inwgrted J.ng to 

law, from anv jnut M the Saul Untied States of America, to any ol ins ?>L:i i. ■' - U eft ban 
illairdS;, the Bahama ni.ttvds, and the Be: imi-h or Somers Pianos , and the rum, fugar, metail •, 
cofTee, cocoa-nut-, gingif, and purienio, m.i'.' (mud Inch Older) L omened by liritiia mb- 
u-A.s, in ikitPh Blips, «,viv d by his Maivitv's tub*. ‘K itt.J navi.rateJ according to law, Si mu 


any of the fa l itUnd-. to anv port or pl.t -e within the lend United States, upon tire pa,'mart 
of rhe mine duties <m exportation, and lubjecl to the like ftilv- regulations, iecut sties, and 
reftridions, as the fame, articles by law arc or may be fuhieft and liable to, if exported to -.my 

L’ntilu 
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1 7^3 Britifh colony or plantation in Amciica ; and the bonds and ffccurities heretofore required to 
be taken for fuch Jliips carrying fuch goods, Ihall, and may be cancelled and diicharged, upon 
The like certificates as are tequired by the above recited aft, to difeharge any bonds given in 
Great Britain tor the due landing any other goods in the laid United States of America. 

“ And his Majefly is hereby further pleafed to order, with the advice aforefaid, that the 
faid fcveral regulations herein comprized, ihall, in all refpefts, be extended to inch ibips and 
goods as Ihall have been brought and imported^from, or may be entered and thinned for ex¬ 
portation, to any part of tire laid United States, fince the faid aoth day of this inilant 1 )ecem!»er. 

“ And tfe Right Honourable the Lords Commiflioncrs of his Mnjefty’s Treafnry, and the 
Lords Commiftioners of the Admiralty, arc to give the necdl'.try direftions herein, as to th.m 
may refpeftively appertain. Stefuen Cottkel. 

7 he continental colonifts, when on the eve of a revolt, were convinced that their train • was 
obvioufly eifential to the Weft Indians, and therefore prohibited ail commerce between them : 
yet eight years experience hath evinced, that it is polliblc for the Weft indies to exui and to 
profper, even if the United States were doomed to perpetual fteridty. It is the mercantile 
fpirit which brings the buyers and fellers of diftant countries together: merchants are ahvavs 
attentive to difeover the demands of every market, that they may profit by fupplying tin m.— 
1 he traders of Great Britain and Ireland feized the opportunity which the iaftious folly of 
the Americans had furnilhed, to revive and extend the bufiuefs that had enriched their 
fathers during happier times. Even during a confuming war, when vail fleets and armies were 
fed beyond the ocean, Great Britain and Ireland fuflacicutly lupplied all thole nrccfTaries wlm:'' 
the Weft Indians did not readily find in their own ceconomy. Their fupcrabundancc even 
furnilhed the army that General Grant condufted to their aid, with leveral months proviliom , 
while the fleet fometimes partook of what the planters had to fparc.—The following cultom- 
houle entries will (ulhcicntly fhew whence that abundance was drawn at the beginning, at the 
middle, and at the end of the war. 

Of failed provifions there were exported from England alone,— 

Injh Beef. Irijh Park. EngHJb Betf ‘Total Engli/h Bacon. Engljh Tt ;p. 



Barrels. 

Barrels. 

and Pork. 

Barrels. 

Flitches. 

Kegs 

In 1773 

— I, 19 S ~ 

LO 

OO 

OO 

1 

259 — 

1,787 — 

SSS ~ 

306 

In 1780 

— 9,844 — 

3.471 — 

4,480 — 

17,79 s — 

3,369 — 

1,582 

In 17S3 

— 9 >M — 

3,059 — 

3,619 — 

16,526 — 

5,188 — 

2-559 


Contraft with thefe quantities the Weft India fup- 


ply of beef and pork from the revolted colonies, accor¬ 
ding to an average of three years, ending with 1773, 14,992 

Of pickled fifh there were exported from England only, during the fame period, viz. 


Red Herrings. 

White ditto. 

Total 

Pilchards. 

Salmon 

Barrels. 

Barrets. 

Barrels. 

Hogfheads. 

Barrels 

I' 1 073 — 5*4 ~ 

* 1,876 - 

2,390 

— 211 — 

5 

In.1780 — 1,816 — 

- 7,281 — 

9,097 

— 1,188 — 

109 

In 1713 — 2,840 — 

- 15 060 — 

0,900 

*“ 3*3 — 

3 S 

Contraft with thefe the Weft India fupply of 
pickled fifh from the revolted colonies, according 
to an average of three years, ending with 1773, 

16,200 
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1783 From England only there were exported of butter, checfe, and beer,— 



Ir 'ijb Butter , Englifh ditto. 

Engijh Cheefe. 

Beer. 


Cwt. 

Firkins. 

Cwt. 

Tons. 

In 1773 • 

- 1,195 - 

— 92 - 

- 3< 2 47 - 

1,881 

In 1780 - 

- 9,844 - 

- 274 — 

— 3,660 - 

2,042 

In 1783 - 

- 3 * 1 95 -; 522 — 

- 4>475 - 

3 >* 7 o 


From the foregoing entries, with all their defcfls, it is fufficiently clear, that Great Britain 
had regained the fupply of the articles contained in them ; and that, as to thefe neceftaries, 
the Weft Indian demand was amply anfwered. The planters derived ground provilions front 
the bell of all rcfourccs,—their own diligence and attention. In ftiort, the Weft Indian' be¬ 
gan, at this time, to learn a leftbn of the greateft importance for every people to know, that 
no community ought to depend on its neighbour for what the neceflarics of life require , and 
thai the country which is pityfically dependent on another, mull foon become politically de¬ 
pendent upon it. 

There were all'o aflually exported to the Britilh Weft Indies from England alone,— 


Wheat-flour. Oat-meal. Bread, 

Quarters. Quarters. Cwt. 

Til 1773 - O 18 404 

In 1780 - 35 * 9°7 75 8 3 2 > 5 8 7 

In 1783 - 4,090 125 6,657 


From Scotland there were exported in 17793s follows:—Wheat-flour, 2,475 quarters; 
oar-meal, 177 ditto; bread, 5,254 hundred-weight. 


There were alio exported from England alone,— 



Barley. 

Peas. 

Beans. 

Oats. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 


Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

Qrs. 

In 1773 

— 3 — 

3 S 6 — 

9,089 — 

16,615 

— 0 — 

3 So 

In 1780 

— a 56 — 

1,116 — 

12,291 — 

8,oo6 

— 1,146 — 

1,116 

In 1783 

— 146 

755 “ 

7,360 — 

6,129 

— s — 

755 


Of ft: v era l of tliefc articles there were alfo exported from Scotland in 1779, as follows :— 
Peas and beans, 1,327 quarters; oats, 1,052 ditto; bailey, 44 ditto; wheat, 4 ditto. 

From thefe tuftom-houfe entries it is very evident, by contrafting the exports of three 
years, what has been the efferft of competition between Great Britain and the American Hates. 
The revolted colonies had gradually circumvented the parent country in lupplying the Bririfh 
Weft Indies with all the productions of agriculture. The Bririfh yeomanry, Imrthened with 
the payment of rents, tithes, and poor-rates, could not contend with the American farmers,, 
who were exempted from all thefe burthens, and whofc public taxes were fo much lighter.— 
Mr. Arthur Young, in his Political Arithmetic, has very ably proved, that in the year 1774, 
the American farmer could not only fupply the Weft India market with Hour much cheaper 
than the Englith farmer could do, but even exclude the Englifh farmer from fupplying the 
domcftic markets of Britain with wheat. It is, however, curious to remark, how near to 
each other the events of the late war have brought the prices of provifions in America and in 

Great 
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i-S3 Great Ihitain. The current rates at the two great markets of Philadelphia and London, in 
.December 1783, may be compared by the following detail — 

’ PLUdJc'pbhi Prices . London Prices. 



£- - 

A. 

c 


A. 

Of fine flour, per cwt. 

0 15 

9 

- 0 

l(> 

0 

Of common dnto, — 

0 13 

0 

- 0 

>4 

0 

Of aids beef, per barrel, 

0 f 0 

6 

- 2 

2 

6 

Of mefs pork, ditto, — 

3 0 

0 

- 2 

8 

0 


£. 6 r r 

<*> 

£6 

0 

6 


Tt is a remarkable faff, that the prices of all things have been uncommonly high in the 
lbaited States fince the peace. It was not, however, to he fuppofed that the London and 
Philadelphia prices could long continue to run thus parallel to each other; though the freights 
might continue to run cheaper from Loudon than from Philadelphia. he advantages of the 
American farmer, notwithflanding the additional burthens of independence, will continue f > 
fuperior, in rcfpcct to rents, tithes, and poor-rates, over the Bntilli farmer, that the forma 
mnil at length overpower the latter in every competition. But, whatever may be the differ¬ 
ence in the pi ice to the YV T efl Indians, it lhould be' confidcred as a final 1 equivalent, which 
thev ought to pay to the Biitifh confumer for enjoying the excinlivc fupply of fugar, rum, and 
other Weft India prod jfls : for the American citizens having now ceafed to he fcllow-lubjccl.-, 
ought ccitainlv to be excluded from a right and a benefit which we had formerly rclinquilhcd 
in their favour. The Britifh failors and .Britifli farmers deferve all the protect ion of the .British 
Icgiflantrc: die.fit li fight our battles,—the latter fupply us with food.—The farmers are, there¬ 
fore, entitled to the preference in fupplving the Weft India markets with all the productions 
of agriculture , while the failors have, at lead, an equal claim to the employment which ari:es 
from additional freight;! ; and the public will gain in the exact proportion as the inten.lt of 
the if two mod ufefu! bodies of men ate promoted. 

The following flatunent evidently proves, that the Bfitilh flopping had greatly encrcrded 
By the cxclufton of the American, even amidfl the calamities of war. 

A comparative View of the Shipping employed in the foreign Trade of Britain at the Com¬ 
mencement and End of the late War, as they appear in the Regifler of the Infurm at 
.Lloyd’s Cotfee-houf.;, diftinguiihjng the Britifh from the American built Ships. 

The Shipping of 1772-3-4. The Shipping of 1781-2-3. 


Britifli built fl'ips, 
American ditto, 

Sit; f s. 
3,908 
2,311 

Tons. 

— 605.545 

— 373,618 

Britifli built fhips, 
American ditto, 

Si 1 n-s, 

3 .» 4 « ~ 
2,334 - 

'fox* 

- T'-.id 

- 




Total, 

Dr.ficie nee, 

5,182 - 

1,037 - 

- 

- -jv-i: 

Total, 

6,219 

— 979,263 


6 ,u<j - 

- (jJHAP 


It is thus apparent, that of the whole deftcience of 1,037 veffcls, there were only wanting, 
in 1783, of llritifh fhips, 60 ; and of American lb ip.*, 977 ; yet, that the fora) inferiority <>i 
the period of war to the period of peace, amounted only to 45,478 tons ; while there was an 
jncicaft- of 102,701 Britifli tons, and a dec rear c of *48,179 American tons. 
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1783 It fhould be obfcrved, in this place, that there were vafl fleets, which, though built by I 3 i itiili 
fhipwrights, were not included in the furveys of 1781, 1782, and 1783; becanfc they had not 
touched at any Britifh port, and were employed by government in the tranfport fcrvicc. From 
the report of the coinmiffioncrs of public accounts, it appears, that there were employed at 
"New York, by the quarter-mailer general, tire bat rack-mailer, and the cninmillary general, in 
the four years ending with 1780, no fewer than 611 velieis, carrying 44,17x6 tons. Were this 
fleet brought to the account of 1783, it-vv^ould about complete the defective quantity of ton¬ 
nage, though not the number of fbips. Many of thofe vefiels, or, perhaps, a greater number, 
remained till November 1783, to perform the fervicc of final evacuation ; and all, or, at kail, 
many of them, have again entered into the merchants employment flnce that fignal epoch, and 
properly fill up the void which the exehifion of the American Ihipping had left. But what is 
that fleet to the vail navy which was conilantly emnloyed during the years xySj, 17S2, and 
1783, by the Yiftualling-office, the Ordnance-office, and the Navy-office, amounting to up¬ 
wards of a thoufand vcfllls ?—And, from an inl'pcdtion of Lloyd’s Rcgiiler, we may barn, 
that all tilde tranfports could not have been furveyed , bccaufethe few tranfports which appear 
to have been reported, confuted of thofe wife Is that were employed hy the private contradicts 
for various fuppiies. When all thofe, or even the halt ot thofe which had been employed by 
the public boards, arc brought to account, it cannot be laid, with any degree of truth, that 
there was any deliciencc in the year 1783. 

The number of Ihips which were employed by England in the whalc-fiihery, to Davis’s 
Straits and the Gteenland feas, amounted, during the courfc of this year, to 47 : tlioi'e of 
Holland, in the tame trade, and during the fame period, to 53. 

The Canada talcs of this year in London, amounted to t6j,o.:ol. 

Accouling to the account delivered in at Route trad fetfiom, by John Seaton, F.fq. trcafurct 
for the Welt Riding of York, it appears, that from the 25th of March, 17G >, to the 23th L -f 
March, 1785, there had been manufactuieJ 131,092 pieces ot broad woollens, mcamriiig 
4,-hg. 376 yards ; and 108,(141 pieces of narrow cloths, mealuring 3,2.92,202 yards : that 

the macalc of this year was 18,622 pieces of broad, and 11,892 pieces ct nsnmv wool¬ 
lens. 

It mnv not here be improper to remark, that wool was, at this time, from 25 to 33 percent, 
dcaier in Fiance than in England : which, bv giving the English cloth manu.'.idurer S> deci¬ 
ded an advantage in the raw material, enabled him to maintain his wonted taperie.- irv ; :i rim 
foreign maiket, particularly over thofe ot Franca, cm moil formidable competitors in that 
impoitant branch of commerce, and who had lately made great improvements in their w 
h n nianufadory. Bla< k cattle, of ail kinds, were however dearer in England than in France, 
"bv full 30 pet cent. ; vet horlcs, of all forts, were ftoni 24 to 30 pet cent, and tome fioin 4-4 
to 30 per cent, cheat ter in England than in France. 

A celebrated Lnclith calculator, at this time, iuppofes the lands of England to amount to 
39.020,2 .0 acres ; the annual rent of which 10,000,020!.; that <•! tjoules and other build¬ 
ings, 2,000,000!. ; the vearlv tent ot corn lands, 2,.>oo,ocol. ; while their net ptoducc is mine 
than 9,000,000!. of which the wheat, barley, and rye, amounts to at kail 6,000,000!. fieriing 
per annum ; the rent of pallurcs, meadows, commons, forelts, heaths, <\c. o.oool. ; ai.,1 
the value of the ptoducc of the various Ipccies ol cattle, 9,073,0021. iuppolmg the ytar mode- 
ttttelv plentiful. 

V ol. IV. ' 3U Dr. 
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*•78 3 Dr. Watfon, Bifhop of LlanJafF, in his publication for equalizing the benefices of the clergy, 

values the ecciefiaftieal preferment, or land in mortmain, of the kingdom, as follows:— 


Landed eftate of the univerfity of Cambridge, — 

Ditto of Oxford, - - 

Bifiiopricks, - — ——• 

Deaneries and chapters, —-- 

Livings, - -- -- 

£■ 

60,000 

120,000 

120,000 

90,006 

1,100,000 

Total, 

1,490,000 

A fimilar valuation by Dr. Warner, amounts to — 

Ditto, by Dr. Burn, - — 

Ditto, by Dr. Young, - - 

1,680,000 

1,500,000 

1,600,000 


The number of newfpapcrs printed in England, during the laft ten years, is as follows :— 


In 1774, — 

12,562,000 

In 1779, — 14,106,842 

J 775 » ~ 

12,600,000 

1780, — 15,217,371 

1776, — 

12,830,000 

1781, — 14.397,600 

1 777 , ‘ — 

13,1 50,642 

1782, — 15272,519 

1778, — 

13,240,659 

1783, — 15,584,203 

The annual produft of 
the following manner:— 

the undermentioned manufactures, at this time, was calculated 

£■ £■ 

Woollen, — 

16,800,000 

Cotton, — 960,000 

Leatlicr, — 

10,500.000 

Lead, — 1,650,000 

Flax, — 

1,750,000 

Tin, 1,000,000 

Hemp, — 

890,000 

Iron, — 8,700,000 

(1 la's, — 

Paper, — 

650,000 
v • 780,000 

Steel, plating, &c. 3.400,000 

Porcelain, — 
Siik, — 

1,000,000 

3,350,000 

Total, £.$1,310,000 


The iron, g'afs, and porcelain on a rapid incrcafc. 

Tin and leather, declining. 

Paper, incteufing. 

Flax, rather falling. 

Hemp, flationarv. 

Silk, rather incrcafing. 

The Duke of Portland is in poflclfion of a calculation that makes tlicfc fabrics employ 
5,25'.'.coo lc.uls. 

'! he fii.ure of the celebrated Cu'ijjc £ Efrompte, in France, which happened in this year, may 
he co’ilvkrcd a* amounting aim all to a national bankruptcy, and is too intcrcfting a fubject to 
cfc/c our notice. 

'This h-.nk is of a very late inPitufion s the edift which authorized the undertaking, is dated 
on the 2ad of September, 1776. The plan was originally formed by a company of prvatc a cl** 
vcntuiers, and its capital was fixed at 500,000) —Its profeffe.l defign was to di (count ((tempo J 
bids of exchange, payable at the rate of 4 per cent, per annum. But this intercity from which _ 
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1783 it is nccefiary to dedu£t a confldcrable oxpencc, and fonv: Ioffe 5 , could never be equivalent fir 
ibe capital funk by the proprietors. An additional power was therefore granted then of iihiin.; 
notes to the amount of their capital, which, as they were cap side at any time of being rur.v :v - 
ted into fpccicv mipht'be often taken voluntarily bv tivir cullomcrs, from mere convenience : 
and as the perfons at the head of this etlablilhment wcic chieity the mot', eminent bankets, to- 
father with fume receivers'general of the revenue, they were aide, bv agreeing amen ; t Ik Ur¬ 
iel ves to take tilde notes in {lead of call), to give them a certain degree of circuit! hm and cur¬ 
rency. The notes thus iiTucil, added to the 01 iginal 500,030b doubled their c.qct.d, and eu- 
aMcd them to divide upon their flock at the rate of about 6 per cent, per annum. 

The excellent outline of this fyileni feemed to enfure its 1 needs. There was aivvavs in the 
A a fum of money, either in fp-cie or in bills of a fhort date, amounting to 500.000!. equi¬ 
valent to the notes in circ datum. There was, bdides this, the 500,000b originally advanced 
bv tin- proieflors, and never withdrawn ; as alfo a part of the dividends, which the proprietors 
had (boom to leave in the Ctiijp, for the pnrpofe of accumulation. Thefe circumilatices 1 a.l 
given the, bank the bighefl dcgicc of reputation, and cauled its ih ck to fell greatly above par. 
but, imtvviihdanding thefe appearances, to the altoniihment of the pil'd.c, on the id or Ochme-r 
in this year, the Ci.jJi hf.omptc Hopped payment. The alwgncd caufe was th- uncommon 
fcareity of Ipecic , and it cannot be denied. —The.public, however, imagined t! a: the fai'urc 
originated in a loan fccretly made to government by the Cai/Jc a ’E/ampu , and gown mem, 
about the fame time, flopping payment of the bills drawn upon them by their army m A me- 
tic;;, confirmed the fufpicion. 

'Idle King, however, extended his lupport to the falling company. Four edifls were accor¬ 
dingly published, in order to relieve (he dillrels under which it laboured. Bv the fir ft, dated 
Scptr tuber 27, the Hate of accounts of the Cujje <C lijccmfic being affirmed to be as above u 
ted, this bank was authorized to pay its notes in bills of exchange, with henetki J discount.— 
The notes were ordered to have currency in the banks of Bargs onlv ; and rd! prof.cnlnn was 
forbidden of the Caj/J? lor payment in fpccic. and of individuals for debts, th.- payment of 
which had been rendered in notes of ill.: C S —The edict was 10 re,ham in 

till the ill of January, 178.1,.—by the ti-conJ e.hft, dated ScjHcmber tit- goth, the • r.<. 
againlt the exportation ol fper.ii- wen- renewed 5 tiic trauipoit of fpccic from p'ovmcc j, :o - 
vince was fubjcflvd to infpeflions and a Ice ; the bills with which the £.'«t;/,Y v 

permitted to pav its notes, were Ipecilied to be bills pavablc m thu tr lrcntiis; ..nd ■ f 
was allowed the option o) paying its notes in fpccic. by a third editl, dated Obnhv r th. : ”.t, 

a-i el* i mate was declared to have been taken, by the King's command ; the A, v;* ,. e., 1 

an opportunity oi dilcountittg bills, as before, whenever it vv.t.. judged e'm•; :■;•' ( vt : a. 

further encouragement, a lottery, with a flock of one miiiicn lidding, i, . - m 1! . u 

years, being Hlabiilhtd, the tickets were made purduieahle in notes oi the (,„•/ ’i — 

In each of thele edifls there was much repetition ; and the fourth., wii: „h w.-s dated i, silobuc 
the toth, contained no original matter. 

We (hall now proceed to take a brief view oj the affairs and commerce t,t Ir.-rand. 

The adminifi ration of Karl Temple, in that kingdom, bad been attended with the m. ft 
conciliatory eiTvf'ts : addu-lics flowed in upon h,m bom ail quarters; white gnod-lmniov.i ami 
confidence feemed once more to be rcilortd in n nation which Itad, for Ionic time, been ibdm- 
guilhcd by diftrafiion and tumult. During this year, fever.il agents arrived in Ireland bom 
the exiled Uencvele ; and, in confcqucncc of their application, evciy encouragement w:-s 

3 U 2 


■ i 

iO 
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1783 to thole martyrs to the caufe of liberty, by the government, nobility, and people of Ireland, to 
Induce them to form a colony in that kingdom. 

The following is an account of the quantity and value of linen exported from Ireland to 
Great Britain, during this year, ending the 25th of March :— 

Yards. £. s. d. 

Linen cloth, plain — 15,212,968 1,014,197 iS o 

Linen coloured, — -*>-- 

The quantity and value exported to every other country, exclusive of Great Britain, during 
the fame period. 

Yards. £. s. d. 

Linen cloth, plain —- 826,737 55,115 16 o 

Linen coloured, — 166,127*: 13,151 *5 »i 

The extraordinary decreafc of exportation of linens to Great Britain in this year, mud prin¬ 
cipally have aril'en from the unfettled flate of the country,—from the incrcalcd exportation of 
other countries,—and from the checks occafioned by the viciffitudes of war: it may, perhaps, 
in fomc meafure, have arifen from the market being glutted by the great export of the prece¬ 
ding vear , for, the next year, the quantity increafcd again. 

The Infli linen entitled to bounty, t which was exported from England, lards. 
between January 1782, and January 1783, amounted to — 1,087,561 

liifh linen not entitled to bounty, to — — 150,266 

Total, 1,137,827 

The above quantity exported,, with and without bounty, is nearly the average for fever,u 
years pad. 

During the courfc of this year, ending March 15th, there were exported from Ireland 
to the Wed Indies, 35,960 barrels of herrings. 

The increafe of the herring-fifhery in Ireland, is evident from the following account:— 

The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending 
the 25th of March, 1767, was 4,672 barrels. 

The average annual quantity imported in -> Ireland, for the fame years, was 32,824barrels. 

The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending the 
25th of March, 1783, was 24, 73barrels. 

The average quantity of herrings imported into Ireland for the fame period, was 12,277 
barrels. 

As the latter were years of war, the increafe of exportation is more extraordinary. 

The total of filh exported from Ireland to all parts in this year, ending the 25th of March, 
was, cod, 272 barrels ;—ditto, 5 cvvt.eels, i| barrels;—hake, 1,367 cwt. 3 qrs. 10 fifh 
herrings, 48,48 t j barrels ;—ling, 170 cwt. ; —faimon, 253 tons. 

The total of fiih imported into Ireland for the fame period, was, anchovies, 294 barrels 
cod, 531 cwt. and 5 filh ,—herrings, 4,32.4 barrels;—ling, 281 cwt. 1 qr. and 5 filh ;— oyfiers, 
5 gallons ;—faimon, 47 tons; Burgeon, 33 kegs. 

The importation was, in all probability, an accidental circumftancc. 

The oil exported from Ireland, in this year, amounted only to 1 hogfhead, 7 gallons of 
train oil. 


The 
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1783 The oil imported into Ireland, in the fame period, was as follows, viz. 

Callous, •*. Gallons. 

Linfecd, — 25,311! . . Sweet, — ■ 9,795 

Seville, — 29,475;- - Train, , — 76,595 

lit tiiis year only 784 yards of frizc were exported from Ireland,—84 to America, and 700 
to i landers : hut though the export is fo much decreafcd, the confumption of it by the in¬ 
habitants is probably mereafed. It is remarkable, that frize was the principal woollen ma- 
nufa£hire oi fieland, when her wool was much liner than it is at prefent. The large pait of 
the tlizes that came to England were drclTed, and, receiving a great degree ol manufacture, 
afforded a confide: able pioht to this countrv. 

In 1781, 1779 yards, and in 1782, only 800 yards of this fabric were expoitcd, principally 
to America. 

In this vear the flate of rlie woollen cloth importation from Great Biitain to Ireland is 29 
follows: viz. old drapery, 37 1,871 yards 1 new ditto, 420,415 yards. 

The importation of Snauilh wool into Iiciand has been verv unequal. 

In 1774, was imported 210 cwt. of wool,—48 of which only was imported from Spain, the 
rcfl limn Great Biitain. 

I11 1775, was impoited 96 cw’t.—41 of which opiy was imported from Spain, the reft from 
Great Britain. 

In 1776, was imported 328 cwt.—155 of which only was imported from Spain, the reft 
from (heat Britain. 

In 1783. was imported 261 cwt.—none from Spain, 5 cwt, from Flanders, and the reft 
fiom Great Britain. 

It may 1 indeed he prelumed, that the confumption of fine woollens lias, in fome mcafure, 
decrcafed in inland, as well as in England, from the intro suction of Manchciler manufac¬ 
tures of cotton, which are worn as cloathing, and, in particular, fo generally lor waiilcoats 
and breeches. 

But the woollen manufacture of Ireland teems to be taking the moft natural and heft turn. 
The new drapery Branch advances rapidly : it confumes the wool of the country : it is Ic's 
difficult in many blanches, and requires lets ikill than the fupertine broad cloths. The im¬ 
portation of new drapery dtcreafes, and the exportation is become very conliderable. 

it mav not be improper to obferve in this place, that when a paicel is not lit for broad cloth 
it is applied to the manufafture of woriU-ds, the fme ft part to hole and to worfteds for mixing 
with liik r viz. popiins and taBinets from is. 3d. to 6s. fid. per yard, cranes fiom is. ad. to 
4s. per yard. 

The greater part of the combing wool is confumcd in worded for making what is called 
new drapery in the Book of Rates, viz. ihaloon fiom fid. to 2s. 8d. ; calhmr.nco, qd. to 
as. 2d.; eveilafting, is. 3d. 104s.; fatinct, 2s. to 4s.; camhlct, tod. to is. Sd.; fluffs, broad 
and narrow, Bugle and double, fid. to is.tid.; plufh, 8d. to 3s. fid. and worfted crapes, from 
7d. to 9d. per vatd. 

In many of thclc branches Ireland excels: her poplins and tabincts arc univcrfally known 
and admired, patticniarlv with refpeft to their coiouiS, 

The increafed impoitation offilk into that kingdom will appear from the following compa¬ 
rative view. 


The 
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The quantity of filk imported into Ireland on 

an average 

of three years, 

ending the 25th of 

March, 1773. 



lbs. 

OK. 

Ribbands, —- 

. — 

— 

557 

* 5 i 

Manufactured filk, 

— 

— 

i 5 > 7 ^> 

7 * 

Raw filk, — 

— 

— 

4 i >793 

I2i 

Thrown dyed. 

__ 

— 

96 

*4 

Ditto undyed. 

—■ t 

— 

44,650 

1 Sp¬ 

The quantity of filk imported into Ireland on an average 

of three years, 

ending the 25th of 

March, 1783. 



lbs. 

oz. 

Ribbands,, •— 

— 

— 

1,864 

0 

Manufactured filk, 

— 

— 

22,626 

0 r - 

Raw' filk, 


— - 

51,029 

I 

Thrown, dyed. 

— 

— 

2/3 

4 } 

Ditto, undyed. 

— 

— 

63,496 

* 3 * 

We may here add a five years average quantity 

of raw' and thrown filk 

iinported into Eng- 

land, ending with the prefent year, 

with the amount of duties upon the 

great pound of 24 

ounces. 

# 




lb. 

s. 

d. 


£• s. d. 

Raw filk, 599 > 5 f ’3 

at 4 

6 per lb. 

is 

134,901 16 6 

Organzine, (i6oz.) 428,199 

at 7 

4 - 

«— 

157,006 6 0 


291,908 2 6 

The amount of the exportation of filks and mixtures of filks from Ireland, in this year, is 
as follows : 





lbs. 

c %• 

Ribbands, — 

— 

— 

5*4 

>4 

Manufactured filk, 

— 

—— 

3 > 3*9 

9 

Thrown, dyed, 

__ 

— 

3°9 


Manufactured, mixed, 

— 

— 

2,064 

12 


The principal importation of manufactured lilks into Ireland from Britain arc gauzes, rib¬ 
bands, aiamodes, fattins, plain and figured; perfians, liirccnets, brocades of all kinds, and 
feveral other articles : the quantity of manufactured fiik from other countries has been very 
trifling. 

With refpeCt to cotton wool, cotton yarn, muffins, and manufactures and mixtures of cot¬ 
ton, we fhaiJ give a ftaternent of an average importation of them into the filter kingdom of 
three years, ending the 25th of’ March* ! 773, and the fame at ten years diftaiicc, ending the 
25th of March, 1783. 

In 1773, cotton wool, a.jjocwt. 3qrs. 2$ lbs.;—cotton yarn, 2,226 jlbs.;—muffins, 
194,987 J yards;—cravats, 122 yards;—calicoes, fiained, 3,999 yards,—fultians, 9,618 ends■ 
manufactures and mixtures of cotton, 18,278!. 16s. 2d. value. 

In 1783, cotton wool, 3,236 cwt, 1 qr. x8 lbs.cotton yarn, 5,405* lbs. muffins, 
55,151 yards;— calicoes, fiained, i,5411 yards; —ditto, white, 547*-yards; — fultians, 15,012’ 
yards, — manufactures and mixture* of cotton, 103,1191.8s. 5 id. value. 

No. 
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No cotton yarn, or manufacture!; and mixtures of cotton, were exported previous to the 
year 1781 : but the exportation of that and the two fuccccding years is as follows ; 

Cotton Turn. Manufalturcs& mixtures ofCotton. Fuji Ians. 

Tears. Lis. Value. Yards. 

1781 23;; - £. 157 7 o - 1,108 

1732 8,798 - 414 7 6 -- - 

1783 2,436 - > 1,418 1 o - 24,384 

Ireland makes but little bar iron, and her importation of it has encreafcd near one-third in 
ten years, as may be fecn from the following comparative averages of three years each. 

The quantity of iron imported into Ireland, on an average of three years, ending the 25th 
of March, 1773, is as follows: C\vt. qrs. lbs. 

From the Fall Country, — — 74,683 3 25 J- 

1 rout Britain, — — — 44-352 1 4J 

Total, 119,036 1 4 


Ditto, on an average of three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783. 

1 (lift. qrs. lbs. 

From the F.aft Country, — — 98,488 1 o', 

From Britain, — — — 74,730 o 4*. 


Total, >73,278 1 14 


A comparative view of the export from Ireland of iron and iron ware for the rears a 1 reach' 
fpecified. 
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.c. 

d. 

a. 

q>. 

, 1!'. 

T. 

c . 

1771 

29 

4 

9 

9 

0 

l/8l 

16 

3 

0 

2 58 

6 

3 

2 s 

0 

O 

0 

0 

T772 

to 

.5 

6 

4 

2 

1782 

22 

1 j 

4 

2 


0 

. 75 

O 

0 

7 

0 

Q 

5 77 8 

2 2 

1 3 

IO 

O 

4 

1783 

21 3 

9 

6 

85 

5 

9 

.859 

2 

0 

8 

I 


The imports into In-hud for this year, ending the .-.5th of March, 1783, of iron and iron 
ware, is as falows. viz. hardware to the value of 21,773!, 2s, ic'd. ,—iron, 164,187 cvvt. 
1 qr. ,— 379,83, knives;—9.797 mermits ;—74& pots,—14,865 t.t/.ors ;—feilfars, 757 gvofa 
9 dozens feythes,- 4,089 dozens — fmall parcels, 24,47 3 l * 5id- valueiron ore, 

323 tons 

A!moll the whole of thrfc articles were imported from Britain except iron, which came from 
Uveial countties in the following quantities. 


Fiona Fuel and, 

(lust. ,p s. lbs, 
61,943 2 0 

Fioin Denmark and Norway, 

(lift. qrS. lbs 
1 , 1.52 O 14 

- Scotland, 

3.T44 1 O 

- Fall Country, 

O 

0 

- Guernfcy, 

40 3 7 

- Germany, - 

5 2 5 0 0 

- J er lev, 

1 36 2 14 

-1-iandcis, 

728 2 14 

- Sweden, 

83.489 3 14 

- New York, 

90 0 0 

- RuUia, 

12,873 1 21 


Since 
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528 

a. rt. 

1783 Since the heavy duty was laid on glaf's in Britain, Ireland has made an extraordinary pro- 
grefs in that manufa&ure; though, for fomc time, her imports of this article mull be very 
confiderabie. 

The average account of glafs imported for three years, ending the 25th of March in this 
year, is as follows: 42,504!- dozens of bottles,;—2,0675- cale bottles;—22,248 drinking 
glaflcs ;—4,524 vials;—3,675!. j ts. qlj-d. worth of glafs ware. 

The export of ditto for this year was, 468 clozeu of bottles;—9,9x0 drinking glaflcs. 


The importation of Bookings into Ireland in this year. 

Cotton, — —• — 

Silk, — — — 

Silk and Thread, — 

Silk and Worked, — 

Thread, — —~ — 

Woollen, —« — 

Worfted, — — 


Pail s. 

2 3*744 

1,042 

192 

580 

60,570 

1,318 

8,944 


The exportation of ftockings from Ireland in the fame period, 

Dozen. Pairs. 


Thread, 

Woollen, 

Worfted, 


79 3 

259 o 

393 o 


The average import of hats into Ireland of three years, ending the 25th of March in the 
prefent vear, amounts to 2,012. 

The export of the lame article from thence during the prefenr and the two fuccccding years 
is as follows: viz. in 1781, 1,404;—in 1782, 450in 1783, 3,211. 

Whereby it appears that the exportation exceeds the importation of this article. 

The imports of upliolfterv into Ireland, in this year, amounts to 8,289). 2S - told.; and 
the exports to 630!. iSs. 

The incrcafing importation of pot allies into Ireland, proves the encrcafc of the linen im. 
nufa&ure, of which it is luch an eflential article: in the year, ending the 25th of Maicli, 
1783, the importation from all parts amounted to 130,893 cwt. .1 qr. 21 lbs. which being 
valued at 25s. per cwt. amounts to 163,616!. 15s. 1 id. 'I'lie average account, hotvover, of 
the importation of this article, for three, years, ending at the fame date, amounts to no more 
than 81,028 cwt. i qr. 12 lb., though that is one-third more than the average importation oi 
three years, ending the 25th of March, 1773. 

Books and paper were imported into Ireland to the following amount, on an average of 
three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783, viz. 207I. 14s. 8djd. worth of bound books;— 
271 cwt. 1 qr. 10 lbs. of unbound ditto 85,257 prefling leaves of paper 5—4,772 printing 
reams of ditto ;—5,749 writing reams of ditto. 

The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland, in this year, was 174 cwt. 3 cjrs. 
14 lbs. of unbound books 5—302 reams of writing paper 5—98 reams of brown paper. 

The 



or THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


1783 The tillage oflreland is well known to be greatly encreafed, and that her improvements in 
agriculture are very confiderable; it is remarkable, therefore, that her importation of beer 
fliould increafe, as it appears to have done from the following compaiativc view of the imports 
and exports of that article. 

The quantity of beer imported into and exported from Ireland, on an average of three years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1773, amounted to 45,585F barrels imported, and 3,550] ditto 
exported. 

The quantity of beer imported and exported on an average of a fimilar period, ending the 
25th of March 1783, was 54,546^ barrels imported, and 959 ditto exported. 


Within thefc ten years 

Ireland has become an exporter of com to a confiderable amount, as 

will appear by the following accounts. 



An account of corn and meal imported into Ireland 

on an average of three years, ending 

the 25th of March 1773. 





Bujhch. 


Cwt. i/fs. Hu. 

Bailey and malt, 

28,320 4 - 

Flour, 

61,127 1 21 

Beans and peas. 

1 > 2 °*A 0 


Bun c!s. 

Oats-, — 

74?. 4 —- 

Oatmeal, — 

9,906: 

Wheat,- _ 

22,824 4 - 

Wheat Meal, 

2 )457 i 

An account of corn and meal exported from Ireland, 1 

on the fame average. 



Bujhch. 


CtL't. qr r. 

Barley and malt. 

3,222 4f - 

Flour, 

1 S 1 3 95 

Beans and peas, 

*94 li¬ 


Bun ci:,. 

Oats, «— 

lt,478 2 ——• 

Oatmeal, 

J 5 ’/S 7 i 

Wheat, — 

1,Otl] O - 

Groats, 

14.I 

Rye, — 

17 0 



An account of corn and meal imported into Ireland, 

, on an average of tin 

ec years, ending 

the 25th of March, 1783 

* 




£h's. Bujhch. 


Cwt. qr:. 

Barley and malt, ( 

3 8 f5 ;o 4 - 

Flour, 

22,208 O 25^ 

Beans and peas, 

4 t 1 21. 


But 

Oats, — 

490 21 - 

Oatmeal, 

3 H- 66 .V 

Wheat, — 

649 2 




An account of corn and meal exported from Ireland, on an average of the fame period. 


Barley and malt, 

9,848 

i*.** 

Flour, 

' * -V »• f ■ . 

85,284 3 11, 

Beans and peas, 

1,645 

01- 

$4 


Fun rc!:. 

Oats, — 

53*285 


Groats, 

7 ■ 

Wheat, — 

3°> 15 3 

6J- - 

Oatmeal, 

*F 577 -i 

V01...IV. 


3 X 

Wheat meal. 

66 i 

i 

An 
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A. D. 

1783 An account of goods and merchandize, being the growth,' produft, or mnnufa&ure of Afia, 
imported into Great Britain, and frorarthence exported to Ireland, for one year, ending th* 
25th of March, 1783. ^ 


Denominations. 

Stained Callico, 

White ditto, 

Muilin, — 

India Silks and Stuffs, 
Drugs, — 

Cinnamon, — 

Cloves, — 

Mace, — 
Nutmegs, —* 

Pepper, — 

Piemento, — 

Rice, — 
Saltpetre, — 

China raw^Silks, 

Bohea Tea, — 

Green ditto, — 


Quantity. 


Lbs 


Turds. 

1,203 

480 

37.272 


V 


634 

561 

788 

5,388 

62,719 

2,082 

1,106 

186,515 

32,656 

1,478,080 

570,838 


Value. * 

£. *■ d r 

300 15 o 
96 o o 
6,522 12 O 


9,121 2 
252 8 
280 10 
656 13 
2,694 o 
4,181 5 

104 2 
8 17 
4,163 5 
32,656 o 
147,808 o 
171,251 8 


4 

o 

o 

4 

o 

4 

o 

9 
7 1 
o 
o 
o 


Total value of Afiatic merchandize imported from Great Britain in 1781, 
Ditto, in 1782, — — — — 

Ditto, in 1783, — — — — 

Total value of the three years, — — — 


£• 


382,152 7 
293,720 15 
380,096 19 47 


d. 

1 

6 i 


I »°55»97° 2 o 


To prove the very cflfential injury done to the revenues by fmuggling, the following account 
•f tea imported annually into Europe was publiflied about this time. 

Pomuls IVclgki. 

Bv the Englifh, — — 6,000,00c 

By Foreigners, — — 13,000,000 

Total, 19,000,000 

Above two-thirds of the whole were proved to be confirmed in Great Britain and Ireland, 

The laft feafon 14,000,000 lbs. of tea, befides filks, nankeens, &c. were exported from 
China to Europe in 16 foreign fhips, viz. 8 Portuguefe, 1 Tufcan, 4 Danes, and 3 Swedes, 
great part of which was fmuggled into thefe kingdoms. 

About 40 foreign fhips failed for the Eaft Indies and China in L782 and 1783, with the 
intention of returning to Europe and America in 1784, laden chiefly with tea; the profits of 
which voyages would in a great meafurc depend on Britifh fmuggling. 


Exports 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. CIt 

A. ®- 

1783 Exports from Ireland to England for one Year, ending the 25th of March 1783, 
* diftinguifhing each principal Article, and fpccifying its Value. 



£• 


d. 

if 

c 

s. 

d. 

Bacon 

4>S8S 

1 t 

io*: 

HuV> 

67.497 

0 

0 

Beer 

'44 

6 

8 

Iron 

5* 

1 

9 

Beef 

102,744 

15 

0 

Ironmonger’s ware 

59 

0 

0 

Bottles of glafs 

*» 

/ 

10 

0 * 

Kelp " 

1,842 

0 

0 

Boards, barrels 

22 

10 

0 

Lead ore 

0 

15 

7 

Books, bound and unbound 184 

13 

9 

Linen cloth 

948,180 

9 

4 

Bread 

278 

1 7 

0 

Meal 

4,614 

12 

0 

Bullocks and cows 

800 

0 

0 

Ox bones and guts 

1 37 

6 

8 

Barrels, empty 


0 

0 

Pork 

61,283 

14 

0 

Butter 

217,743 

10 

0 

Rabbits furs 

i. 3 8 4 


0 

Candles 

* 3 * 

1 

8 . 

Rape feed . 

5-334 

>7 

6 

Checfe 

85 

3 

9 

Salt 

5 

0 

0 

Coaches & coacbmakers’ 

work 40 

0 

0 

Silk, manufaftured 

2 . >45 

0 

0 

Copper ore 

HD, 

& 

6 

Skins 

25,492 

12 

9 

Corn 

37,146 16 

6 

Soap 

223 

0 

0 

Feathers 

90 

10 

0 

Tallow 

62,081 

0 

0 

Lilli 

1,264 

1 

2 J 

Tongues, 

577 

to 

0 

Flax feed, Irifh 

63 

0 

0 

Wooden ware 

70 

0 

0 

Glue 

1,243 

*9 

2 

Wool 

1,041 

16 

4 

Ihbcrdafhery ware 

I 

*4 

11 

Linen yarn 

204,016 

10 


Hair 

J *» 1 
* l -V 

0 

0 

Cotton yarn 

121 

16 

0 

Hogs 

642 

0 

0 

Worftcd ditto 

99-627 

0 

0 

Hog’s lard 

S ’36 2 

10 

0 

Small parcels 

5,916 

>3 


Horfcs 

222 

0 

0 

- 

— 


— 

Horns 

563 

4 

10 

Total, 

1,865,392 

14 

8 


1 M POR T S inti I R li L A X 1), 



£■ 

J. 

d. 


L - 

s. d. 

Ale 

2,669 

7 

8 

Brimftone 

57* 

>3 •; 

Apparel 

2 54 

*5 

30 

Candlewick 

*.594 

to 

Arms 

1,039 

4 

7 

Cards, wool 

386 

9 4 

Bacon 

1 40 

0 

10 

Chalk 

2,241 

1 3 

Bark 

30,946 

2 

6 

Cheefe 

5-440 

16 lOj 

Battery 

8,400 

12 

0 

Chocolate 

1 

10 0 

Beer 

S«,505 

2 

1 

Coaches, chaife, &c. 

3-421 

*5 0 

Books 

2,414 

IO 

4 

Coals 

165,213 

12 6 

Bullion, {jlver 

6-5*3 

8 

4 

Coffee 

4,823 

J 5 0 

Berries, Juniper 

104 

*5 

0 

Copper plates and bricks 

f 7,253 

2 6 

Bottles of glafs 

6,656 

12 

0 

Cordage 

524 

18 S 

Brals fhruff 

202 

15 

0 

Cork 

■ 77 

17 6 

Bricks 

334 

IO 

0 

3 X 2 

Com 

28,02a 

*6 5 
Drapery 
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1783 IMPORTS 


£■ i. d. 


Drapery 

3 ”.S 6 3 

■4 

0 

Drugs 

9,120 

19 

10 

Dying fluffs 

40,543 

12 

Si 

Eaithen ware 

* 9.433 

13 

sl- 

Elephant's teeth 

97 

5 

0 

Fans 

61 

5 

0 

Fifh 

1,039 

18 

0 

Flax, drefled and undreffed 

3 > 5 2 7 

2 

iof 

Flints 

*5 

6 

0 

Furs 

33 6 

4 

so 

Fuftians 

3,888 

*3 

il 

Giafs 

7 , 4 i 3 

10 

3 * 

Gloves 

11 r 

9 

0 

Grindfiones 

39 

3 

4 

Groceries 

10,981 

‘4 

3 

Gunpowder *• 

*— 
CO 
Cl 

*-s 

16 

3 

Haberdaihery 

15,692 

*3 

9 » 

Hair, goats and camels 

651 

*3 

6 

Hats 

2,934 

>5 

0 

Hemp, undreffed and feed 

1,998 

6 

0 

Hops 

56,767 

16 

3 

Horfcs 

15° 

0 

0 

Hardware 

Ln 

CO 

5 

61 

Ironmongers’ ware 

86,839 

*5 

ill 

Iron ore 

242 

5 

0 

Ivory, wrought 

3*1 

3 

0 

Lace 

389 

S 

0 

Lamp black 

218 

5 

1 

Latten 

48 

7 

6 

Lead 

10,198 

6 

9 

Lead ore 

40 

0 

0 

Lime, lemon and orange juice 88 

4 

0 

Linen—Britifh.damaik, diape 

r. 



lawns, muflins, &c. 

2 7>595 

7 1 

11- 

Linfced 

2,040 12 iof 

Linen, cotton, andfilk, Bri- 




tifh manufafture 1 

18,921 

3 10 

Mats - * 

215 10 

6 

Meal 

1,821 

2 

8 

Millinery ware 

6 , 93 * 1 

1 

6 f 

Mill Hones 

75 

0 ' 

0 

Oakum 

640 10 1 

li¬ 

Oranges and lemons 

52 *3 : 

st 


C O N T I N U E D. 


Oil 

£• Si d * 

1,159 10 Ilf 

Printing fluffs 

403 13 9 

Paper - 

39,191 3 8 

Pafteboard 

941 0 0 

Pewter 

4,700 0 0 

Pidlures 

33 2 0 7 i 

Pitch 

694 13 6 

Plates of tin 

2,459 16 8 

Pot afhes 

18 .547 15 3 i 

Quilts 

- 7° 0 0 

Ribband filk 

3,707 10 0 

Rczin 

83 6 3 

Sadler’s ware 

314 12 2 

Salt 

5 I » 22 7 5 3 

Saltpetre 

8,326 n 3 

Seeds - 

6,275 !■'» 10! 

Sider 

1,406 16 0’ 

Silk, manufadtured 

50,214 7 6 

-raw 

32,656 0 0 

— thrown. 

6 3,736 17 2; 

Slates 

745 3 4 

Skins * 

9 2 S 2 4! 

Snuff 

59 i 7 6 

Soap 

6 9 81 

Soap afhes 

10 0 0 

Spirits,—brandy 

141 19 51 

———geneva 


—-rum 

7*540 1 if 

Stationary ware 

* 357 1 5 

Steel 

5°7 16 nf- 

Stockings 

ii,369 2 10 

Sugar—candy 

- 16 0 0 

—— 1 loaf 

56,116 17 6 

■*' ... ■ fmall parcels 

Sword blades 

200,530 5 if 
2,639 16 0 
118 2 0 

Sword cutlers’ ware 

466 19 4 

Tar 

- 590 2 0 

Tea 

319,059 8 8 

Tobacco 

31,566 0 6 

Tow 

400 0 0 

Toys 

7,973 7 11 

T wine K 

64 17 6 


Tiles 
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1783 IMPORTS CONTINUED. 



£■ 

s. d ■ 


£• 

r. 

d. 

Tiles 

82,017 

0 O 

Wine—Rhenifh 

1 

0 

0 

Tin 

906 

1 3 

■. Spanifh 

40 

0 

0 

Velvet 

24 

0 0 

Wood 

4,79* 

12 

0 

Vinegar 

83 

XI iol- 

Wire 

5-354 

18 

4* 

Upholftery ware 

6,314 

10 3 

Wool—cotton, eftridge, & 




Walnuts, &cc. 

200 

16 3 

Spanifh 

13,410 

19 

9 

Wax, bees 

348 14 6 

Yarn 

4,S3 1 

3 

9 

Whalebone 

67 

8 9 

—— Small parcels 

13,066 

13 

6 

Wine—French 

3-231 

3 0 

— 




Port 

303 

0 o> 

Total, 2, 

>—< 

OO 

v| 

OO 

In) 

12 

3 

EXPORTS from 

IRELAND into SCOTLAND. 




£• 

s. d. 


c 

s. 


Beef 

14*437 

IS 0 

Horns, ox and cows 

1 7 5 

16 

8 

Books 

46 

S 0 

Hides, tanned & untanned 

6. r 91 

*3 

0 

Bread 

22 

4 0 

Linen cloth 

66,017 

8 

0 

Bullocks and cows 

i, 165 

0 0 

Meal,—flour and oats 

3,° 43 

4 

0 

Barrels, empty 

10 

S 0 

Ox guts 

4 

6 

8 

Butter 

*°»3*S 

IS 0 

Pork 

H777 

17 

0 

Candles 

2 

5 10 

Salt 

3 

IS 

0 

Cheefe 

S 

0 0 

Skins, calves 

499 

11 

3 

Com—barley, malt &. oats 

3* s 44 

3 0 

Soap 

131 

13 

4 

Feathers 

11 

iS 0 

Starch 

5 

6 

8 

Hams 

49 1 

8 9 

Tallow 

i>2 S3 

7 

6 

Herrings 

106 

10 0 

Tongues 

208 

19 

0 

Glue 

33 

6 8 

Yarn,—linen and worfled 

17,922 

10 

9 

Glafs ware 

11 

0 0 


Sro 

6 

3 

Hogs lard 

93 

3 9 

— 



— 

Horfes 

2,256 

0 0 

Total, 

123,897 

1 2 

1 


IMPORTS from SCOTLAN D Into IRELAND . 



£■ 

J. 

d. 


£■ */. 

Ale 

127 

6 

8 

Coals 

15*785 s 0 

Apparel 

206 

5 

1 

Corn 

525 3 6 

Bark 

35i 

1 

0 

Drapery 

i,534 13 ^ 

Beer 

190 

5 

0 

Drugs 

026 

Books, bound 8c unbound 

677 

S 

0 

Dying fluffs 

2,24s 4 5 

Bullion, filver 

0 

6 

8 

Earthen ware 

60 1 9 

Bottles of t ufs 

261 

4 

6 

Filh 

1,548 u 0 

Bricks 

2 

12 

0 

Flax, undreft - 

275 3 1 

Coaches, &c. » 

8 

5°9 

0 

0 

Tuftcans - 

0 ir 3 
Gla. 



534 A N HISTORICAL 

AND CHKONOXO'GICAL DEDUCTION 
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1783 IMPORTS 

CON T 1 N U-E D. 





' & 

s. 

d. 


£■ 

s. 

4. 

Glafs cafes and ware 

33 

■9 

6 

Seeds 

425 

6 

4 h 

Gloves 

S 

8 

0 

Silk, manufa&ured 

9,020 

6 

9 

Hulled barley 

73 

3 

0 

Sider 

5 

0 

0 

Haberdafhery 

3.869 

0 

8; 

Slates 

27 

*3 

4 

Hats - - - 

13 

10 

0 

• Skins 

145 

9 

3 

Horfes 

1,920 

0 

0 

Snuff 

0 

18 

9 

Hard ware 

12 

3 

4 

Soap 

553 

7 


Ironmonger’s ware 

2,909 

7 

11 

Spirits, rum 

2,206 

i 

9 

Ivory, wrought 

4 

>9 

0 

Starch 

3 

4 

7 

Lead, white 

6 

*3 

4 

Stationary ware 

0 

8 

0 

Linen—Kritifh, cambricks, 




Steel 

254 

13 

3 

canvas, coloured Sc 




Stockings 

2,861 

5 

0 

muflins 

2,513 

i 5 

10 

Sugar—Loaf 

3 «>»3 

5 

0 

• — Kenting 

40,235 

12 

0 

—■■■ ■■■■’"- Mufcovade 

22.758 


0 

- Lawns 

IM 75 

u 

0 

-r Small parcels 

0 

15 

0 

—- Cotton and tllk, Bri- 


« 

• 

Tar 

286 

16 

0 

tifh manufadlures 

5.388 

14 

6 

Tobacco 

28,812 

8 

0 

Linfccd 

301 

10 

0 

Toys 

• 0 

18 

6 

Mats 

1 

1 

4 

Tin 

199 

1 

3 

Meal flour 

868 

4 

0 

tlpliolflery ware 

i, 9 2 9 

12 

7 -'- 

Millinery ware 

1.714 

4 

2 

Wine, Port 

35 

0 

0 

Oil - 

*» 3 ‘ 

14 

8 

Wood 

806 

8 

1 j 

Painting fluffs 

10 

6 

8 

Wool, cotton 

3/6 

*5 

0 

Paper 

1,078 

3 

0 

Wire, iatten 

3 

0 

0 

Pitch 

5 

0 

0 

Y am 

201 

2 

0 

Plates of tin 

0 

8 

4 

—~ Small parcels 

639 

-t 

/ 

1 

Pot allies. 

2 3 

2 

6 

— 




Sadler’s ware 

75 

0 

0 

Total, 

171,670 

14 

* l 

7 4 

Salt 

493 

16 

9 

— 





Notwithfianding Scotland is fo great a linen country, it appears that the value of the linen 
flie takes from. I reland is above half of all her imports from that country. On the other ham!, 
Ireland takes not much lefs of other forts of linens from Scotland, kenting alone amounting 
to. forty thoufand two hundred and thirty-five pounds, and lawns to eleven thoufand one-hun¬ 
dred and feyenty-five pounds in this year. This proves, that different fabrics of the fame 
manufacture may flourifh in the neighbouiing countries to tire advantage of both. Between 
fifty and fixty years ago, the annual exports from Ireland-to Scotland were about eleven thou¬ 
fand nine hundred pounds, above one half of which was oatmeal. The imports from Scot¬ 
land were thirty-one thoufand feven hundred pounds, of which coals were above one-third , 
tobacco, feven thoufand eight hundred pounds; linen and kenting, three th- Land five hun¬ 
dred pounds. 
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OF THE ORICIN OF. COMMERCE. 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1782, to Christmas 

C O U N T R 1 E ,S. 

Africa, 

Cananc*, 

Denmaik and Norway 
Haft Country, 

Kail Indies, 

Flandei s, 

France, 

Germany, 

Holland, 

Ireland, 

3 fle of Man, 
lraly, 

M.idttra, 

Portugal, 

Ruflia, 

Spain, 

Gtlualrar, 

Sn eights, 

Sweden, 

Tuikcy, 

Venice, 

Gieenland, 

Iftand of Alderney, 

Jt'Und of Gucrnfey, 

Jfland of Jerfcy, 

I Hand of Saik, 

Canada, 

Cape Ureton, 

Carolina, 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

Hudlon';i Rav, 

New Ktuiiiiiul, 

N C'v found land. 

New Yoik, 

Nova Scotia, 

Pen nfylvania. 
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I (lard of St. John, Gulf of Si. Laurence, 
Virginia & Maryland, — 

Anguilla, — 

Antigua, - -— —— 

Bahamas, -*— — 

III! - . . ■■ - 

Bermuda, — 

Dominica, . - . -— 

Grenada, -- —~ 

Honduras Bay, -- - 

Jamaica, -- - 

Mnniic-rrat, . —. . —- 

Mufquito Shore, — 

Nevis, —. - —■ 

Sr. Croix, 

St. Euflarius, * ■ ■■ ■ - . . 

St. Kitt's, —- -— - 

St. Lucia, — 1 —- • —— 

Sr. Thomas’s, . ■■ . 

St. Vincent'*, —.- — 

Tobago, —— — 

Tortola, — - - 

Dcitierara, — . — 

St. Domingo, - - 

Surinam, ■— —, - 

St. Martin's, - . — - 

Cage Francois, ■ — — ... — 

Havannnh, .... . . — 

New Oilcans, - - 

Buenos Ayres, — - t — 

Northern Filltciy, - — 

Southern Fiflirty, - - - » - 

Foreign coin and bullion, - 

Prize goods, —_ _ 


t.oyi »4 a 

6, COO I*) 

2,07a 4 3 


16? 18 6 

, io;> — —- 


1783* 


I M P O 

R T 

a. 

t X 1 ’ ,, 

R 1 


£. 47,860 

tz 

9 

£■ 787,563 

8 

— 

4,jl)2 

a 

— 

15.259 

— 

IO 

* 3 «.b 54 

2 

8 

*8l,}>Ol 

2 

9 

630,428 

8 

3 

I 52,819 

*4 

8 

•> 3 01 ,495 

n 

' 3 

7 °>» 4 a 5 

18 

8 

1,112,4.(17 

17 

7 

1,051,427 

*S 

5 

S’.t 19 

8 

2 

101,167 

7 

10 

684,1 10 

*4 

8 

1,259,752 

1 5 

7 

485,384 

1Z 

1 

■752,cao 

1 8 

10 

t,6t 1,904 


X 

2,430,472 

*5 

6 

13 . 73 ** 

1 

10 

a 6, c. 26 

11 

— 

276,777 

7 

S 

456,925 

3 

t 

3.393 

18 

to 

27,208 

1 

4 

32 - 1.547 

10 

4 

6 13,104 

*3 

— 

*»3aO,760 

18 

* 

219.859 

1 5 

z 

42 2,486 

5 

3 

594,045 

*9 

6 

f 6 

6 

1 

77,3 H 

6 

6 

239.1728 

1 2 

7 

1 1 Si ,001 

66,6c t> 

*5 

16 

1 0 

4 

48.983 

2 

6 

42,666 

1 0 


59,125 

7 

5 

26,655 

c 

3 

33,°>4 

1 6 

6 

»47 

* 5 
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37 

7 

6 

1,23 1 

10 

9 

57 , 6,8 

1 1 

7 

51,^67 

— 

11 

14,* 76 

2 2 

t 

*0, 

8 

3 

8 1,290 

— 

X 

39 >.345 

8 

z 

77,740 

I X 

3 

230,3? 1 

10 

_ 

25,63s 

10 

8 

2.5,156 

16 

4 

5.764 

1 7 

6 


10 

5 

7 . 5=4 

*9 

1 


1S 


2 6, 5 :.6 

4 

9 

202,5 c 5 

1 7 

— 

60,247 

i 2 

1 

160,254 

1 ?. 

— 

1C2.77X 

1 2 

1 0 

603 ,\ 52 

3 

— 

2,904 

»9 

5 

2 3 4,2 s) 0 

.3 

— 

30,85 5 

1 w 

2 

- 4 a,^ -S» 

1 


105,062 

r 9 

— 

219,874 


9 

10,680 

77-912 

1 6 

7 

3 

1 

157 49° 

•— 

6 

1.356 

7 

a 1 

:,^27 

*7 

$ 

106,766 

5 

10 

178,710 

4 

8 

1 1,508 

z 

4 


14 

1 

80,701 

7 

5 

42,830 

y 2 

3 

224.399 

11 

9 

53-461 

9 

4 

1.917 

18 

6 

3.490 

*4 

z 

1,688.394 

19 

— 

1 , 057 ,ti 8 

6 

r 

3 9 . >66 

1 5 

6 

13,686 

11 

1C 

3 5,564 

*3 

1 

HrVtJ 

»6 

s 

*23 

9 

10 

-- 

— 

"T 

2 16,490 

2 

11 

68.3O5 

*5 

12 

183,849 

18 

5 

45,78;. 

8 

11 

*.- 7>3 

»9 

8 

5 s , 74 ° 

9 

10 

76,506 

I X 
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20,404 

10 

8 

114,925 

— 
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53 $ AN HISTORICAL AS'D CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

k. lit. 

1783 An authentic account of com and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this vear. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


2783. 

Britjb 

Fotc'ign 

'-f 

CO 

Quarters. 

England. 

Qrs. 

Ihi. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

4 > 54 ! 

13 .^ 95 * 

Wheat, — 

484,921 

Wheat Flour, &c. 

25.952 

981 

Wheat Flour, 

20,240 

Rye, - 

43 1 

2,873 

Rye, ~ 

74,465 

Malt, — 

45.919 


Rye Flour, — 

124 

Barley, — 

5-395 

1,321 

Barley, — 

87,884 

Oats, — 

M 

CO 

2,405 

Oats, — 

166,222 

Oat-meal, — 

M 93 

— 

Oat-nical, — 

9 

Beans, — 

10,164 

-1 

Beans, — 

i 7 , 43 S 

Peas, — 

2,701 

—— 

Peas, — 

1,087 




Indian corn. 

- 2 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

4,869 

• 

Wheat, — 

78,844 

Wheat Flour, 

1,904 

— 

Wheat Flour, 

— 17S 

Rye, - 

60 

— 

Rye, — 

6,706 

Barley, — 

1.383 

— 

Barley, — 

57,030 

Barley-meal, — 

47 

— 

Barley-meal, — 

12 

Oats, — 

185 

-- 

03 tS, — 

61,504 

Oatmeal, 

64 


Oatmeal, — 

1,207 

Peas and Beans, 

67 

— 

Peas, — 

J 3>°93 

The bounties on corn and grain exported from England 

in tlic courfe of this 

year, amoua- 


ted to 13,117!- 9s- 3ld. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 461I. us. 3d. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 179!. 15s. 3d. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 17,062b 9s. 2d.; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 3,547b 4s. 3d. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Wine heller bufhel, for 
this year, was as follows:— 

Wheat, 6s. yd. ; rye, 4s. 5id. ; barley, 3s. 9Jd.; oats, 2s. 5’d. ; beans, 4s. 4~d. 

An account of the chriilenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, f>r 
this year. 

Chriftencd, males 8,739 Buried, males 9,730 

. - . females 8,352 - — females 9,299 ■ l “‘ 


The 


17,091 


19,029 
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A. •* 

? - H3 The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheft and 
lovvdl prices arranged oppofite to each month. 


January, 

Fchruaiy, 

Match, 

April, 


Bank 

Slock. 

f 12 it 
1 MSl 
I ggv 
1 1 35 


[ -( Hr 
i. '»/, 


() I * 

: 7 >.< 
()K{ 

bf 1 


"T 

shin. 


\T, h r A P cr '■ L 

< nu I tent. | 

■■■■E ' , :»/«/ | 

ho? H7J jK; ! j 

70;,;87; 20; 

67:^5? 20 'l3'| ’J 
3 . 8 20; ; 13;; : 
h 7 ?!^i! 2 °Mr '.d 1 


Ann. S ‘!‘" ,‘*f •»?“*! W..i I Mi 1 1 /«//■» 
. » S'a Old fthiu- , t „ 

,/ ’ 4 .S,«* 


Knu 

Billy 


j I'xt'hf jucr 
J BlU In 


On,.' 


i i 

■ m {■;■:— 


j ily, 

A a '.all, 
Mpvmb. 
t )etcher, 

Nov. Mil.’. 

!i )e; 1 nih. 


( 

134 :', 


» 7 i 

2 °; 

mv 

I/O 

J 

1 

1 3 1 


^ 5 

-Of 

r 1 3 1 

17 S 

13 '’. 

; 6 7 ii f, 5 ; 

8 ?-;,. 

CO" 

t - 4 7 

?9 

1 

1 3 ° ■■ 

j°V ’5 

8 +.: 

'■•'h 

; J 4 / 

*! 7 41 

1 

- 35 ' 

! 67 ; tiH 

8 K* 

2< :J 

- 4 . 

.79 

i 

tan’. 

1 6 s V (»fi' 

« 3 i 


; Mi- 

17 5 

1 

- 3 1 • 

K>'»' b 7 ; 

j: ~ t 

*' a 

M’- 

— 

f 

t 1 

fit ! i.i •’ 

So’ 


A 3 a 

1 

1 

t :' h ‘ 

' F 4 ; -V 

V 

• 

. .. k 

I — 

i 

! V) ' 

h 4 ; 

r ■ 

1 ■ 

1 13 * 

7 0 

1 

! . 3 

''»S ,( >4 

‘j , ' 

\ i,; 

- 0 : 

7 < 

i 

1 - o' 

'•*4 1 5 ^ 

<X . 

! ,*'i 

' j :■ : 

7 - 

i 

2 

'/> 

(.* , / 

' t - 

.*>, 

-d; 


f 

i : '■ 

/ ■. S? ; . 

/■j, 

l 7 

1 1 ■■. 

: — 

| 

1 a : 1 

S 'J . • ' , 


l '' * 

» .3 

’ — 

1 



*7 - 

.. ■ 


h - * 

f 

i 1 / 

S“, , 

1 .; • 



■> -. 

I 

f 

( * ,1 
i 1 ‘ ' 

j \ \ ’• 

/ r , 

11 ; i 


\ ; 

93 

i ■ 

1 

l 

‘ • 3 4 

5 7 i ! 5 r5 : 

, 5 

>7 

; '0 

,y.) 


<38 v,. 

IsJ: 

! _ 

; 6 
T 


‘ 4 ° 

) 4.0! 


is.n; 


; .*) / 
T 9 ’ 


| *“*' ! Jj \ . 
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; of< l 141 : 
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; 1 J. f. 

j 9 '! 
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i07. 

\<’K «?■’ 

k,; 

10 p. 

P- 

11 i 

! 9', 

j 2 

i a 4 
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’ l o' 

S ‘J>-. 

- : ■ 
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1 1 ! i 1 ■ 

tab 
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1 a 0 

3 

, 13k' ; 
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(til. 1 

--.i 

di:. 

, ^.. 

I ft-: 132 

! 57 
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tipav 

i 9 -;: -.A- 

: 61 ; 

5 p. I 

) ?; 

: 'd-d. 
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i ? : 

j 
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3 1 . 

3 S 
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J, 
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The Billowing 1 »i!!i relative to 11 ntl-• ami commerce weie p.hld! in this year. 

A bill to pc unit the importation o i all forts of corn, grain and meal, upon the payment of the 
low duties, for a limited time. 

To continue an aft, entitled, *• An act more efflftualiy to ptevent his Man fty's enemies 
from being iupplied with fliips or vrlfils fiotn Great Bntnm.” 

To continue fcvcral laws relating to the regulating fees of officers of the cuftoms and naval 
officers in America;—to the allowing the exportation of certain quantities of wheat and other 
articles, to his Majefly’s fugar colonies in America;—to the permitting the exportation of 
tobacco pipe day from this kingdom to the Uritilh fugar colonics or plantations in the Wet! 
Indies;—and to the repealing the duties upon pot and pearl allies, and upon wood and wood 
allies, imported into Great Britain, and for gtanting other duties m lieu thereof. 

For continuing fevcral afts palled for the better regulation of lattagc and ballaflage in the 
river Thames. 

For allowing the importation of rice, paddy, Indian corn, Indian meal, and maize, !icc 
fiom duty, for a limited time. 

For Further continuing an aft for allowing the importation ot fine organ zinc Italian thrown 
ft Ik ini any (hips or vefiels, for a limited time. 

To amend an aft, entitled, “ An aft for the more efieftually fr curing the duties to. 

bacco; to prohibit the importation of currants into Great Britain in lma>l pack age ; | to r. pni 

Vol. IV. 3 Y 
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A V HISTORIC \ L AND CHRONOLOGIC A I. DEDUCTION 


53 ® 

A. ]). 

* 7S3 fuch part of the provifo in the act of the eighteenth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, 
as permits Portugal and fcpnniih wines and other wines, 1 scent 1 reach wines, to !k: imported 
in fmali casks lor private ut 'e; and tor taking off the inland duty payable upon the importation 
of cocoa nuts into this kingdom, and upon the exportation thereof as merchandize. 

l or the more effectual draining and prderving certain lands and grounds within the level of 
Hatfield Chacc and parts adjacent, in the counties of York, Linc oln and Nottingham. 

For allowing the importation of goods froty F.uropc in ncutial Chips into the ill.mds of St. 
Chriflopher, Nevis, Montlcrrat, Dominica, St. Vincent, Grenada and tlic Grenadines, and 
of goods, the produce or manuiiufturc of the laid iilands, and of Tobago and St, Lucia, fiom 
thence into this kingdom, in fuch fhips, upon payment ol the Uritilh Plantation duties, for a 
limited time: tor permitting ceitain goods, the produce of thofc iilands, feet tied in wart houles 
in this kingdom, to he taken out, on payment of the liritilh Plantation duties, and to cancel 
certain bonds entered into for payment of the duties due .theicon : for fuither ccntiimint*- ce’- 
tain temporary afts for the encouragement of trade ; and to repeal an aft, made in the 2.1I 
\ ear of his Majefty's reign, foi allowing the impmtation of goods the growth of St. ChriL 
topher, Nevis and Montferiat, into any of his Map tty's dominions in Europe or America. 

For rendering more effectual the provisions contained in an act of the 1 ,-tb war of Kin>- 
George the Firlt, for preventing frauds and abides in the dying trade. 

for rendering the payment of creditors more equal and expeditious in that part of Gnat 
Britain called Scotland; and for making perpetual fo much of an act, made in the leth of hit. 
prefent Map.tty’s reign, ns relates to bills and promiffory notes. 

For granting a bounty upon the exportation of Biililh and Irifli buckrams and ti! let tin.*' 
liritilh and Irilh linens, Britith calicoes and cottons, or cotton mixed with I men, printed, 
painted, Itaincd or dyed in Great Britain. 

'Fo repeal fo much of two adls as prohibits trade and iatercourfe with the United State v if 
America. 

For removing and preventing all doubts which have arifen, or might arite, concerning the 
cxclutive rights of the Parliament and courts of Ireland in matters of Icghiation and judi- 
catuie, \r. \c. 

To amend ar.tl render more effecduaJ leveral arts for making a navigable canal bom the 
Trent to the Motley ; and a branch from the laid canal to I tog Hall, and a jail nay hum 
theme to or near Caidon, in the county of ftaffoid. 

To difeharge and indemnify the United Company of Merchants of England trading to th<* 
Fail Indies, from all <1 image", ink red and luTe-., in rcfpcfl to their not making reguiai pay¬ 
ment of ceitain turn-. due, and to become due to the public ; and to allow 1‘mther time toi tcch 
payment • and to enable the Company to borrow a certain liuu oi mom y , and to make a dn 1* 
dttv! of 4I. per cent, to the proprietor?, at Midfummcr, r/83. 

For making and maintaining a navigable canal from the river Thames or Ids, at or near 
Leacldadc, to join and communicate with the Stroud water canal at Wailbi idge, near the town 
of Stioud ; and alio a collateral cut from the (aid canal at or near Siddington, to or near the 
town of Crret.after, in the counties of Glouccftcr and Wilt-,. 

1 or preventing certain inftruments from being required from flops belonging to the United 
States of America; and to give to his Majefty, for a limited time, certain powers for the butte: 
carrying on trade and commerce between the fubjefts oi ins Majefly’s dominions and the in¬ 
habitants of the laid United States, 
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ft. P. * 

T or empowering prri'ons navigating refills upon the rmr Trent, between a place called 
W iiden l city, in the counties of Dei by and Lciociler, or one of them, and the town of Bur¬ 
ton upon Trent, in the county of Stafford, to haul the tame wit!) hori'es. 

i- or altering and varying the powers of an aft for making the river Douglas, alias A Hand, 
navigable from the liver kibble to VS igan, in the countv palatine of Lancafttr; and for en¬ 
abling the Company of Proprietors of the Leeds and Liverpool canals, incorporated by an aft 
palled in the totli year of his pi dent M.\jc fly’s reign, to puichafe the laid river navigation; 
for amending the laid laft-mcntioncd aft .for incorporating and confoiiJating the (aid two na¬ 
vigations; and for other puipoies. 

I or improving the navigation of the liver Trent, from a place called WilJcn Ferry, in 'he 
counties of Derby and Lciccher. m one of them, to Gainlboiinigh, in the countv of Lincoln; 
and for empowering prrfons, nav igating vcflrh thereon, to haul the fame with horfes. 

T O! repealing an aft, entitled, “ An aft for charging a flr.ntp duty upon inland hills of ex¬ 
change, pronmiory notes, or other notes pavahh c>tin rw lie ihnn on demand,” and for grant¬ 
ing new fiamp duties on bills of exchange, promhibry and oilier notes ; and alio lie nip duties 
on receipts. 

ini maiding the commifijoners of ittpp’v of the fevvtal counties therein mcnboncJ, in 
Scot’at id, to ;dl< 1 -' and levy certain funis for rtdievnjsr fuel: of the inhabitants of the laid coun¬ 
ties a have been reduced to indigence by the failure of the lail veal’s crop of corn ; and to en¬ 
able he; Majdiy, during the ne\t rccefs of Parliament, by and with the advice of’his Privy 
Council, to permit the importation of corn into the faid counties for a limited time, and in. 
Blips or veficb b longing to imv Hate in amitv with hi.-. Maieftv, navigated hv foreign ieanien. 

!' 01 aiSowing the drawback of the whole duty of cuilorm upon the expoitation of rice. 

I- or altering the duties and drawbacks upon plain muf.ins, unrated muffins and calicoes, and 
Nanquin cloths. 

Tor repealing lb much of an aft, ns took off the duties preside upon the importation of that 
fpreie- of blue called limit* . and for granting relit f to the owners and proprietors o t tobacco 
oi the giowth of Scotland, which Iliad not be worth the duties impeded thereon by an aft of 
the hit fclHon of Parliament. 

j or the better preventing frauds in the: landing and removing of wines in this kingdom; 
and to prevent the rclandrng of refuted fugar, entered tor exportation, to obtain the drawback, 
oi hotiutv. 

Lor the mere dTeftttal encouragement oi the nsanuhiftures of fax and cotton in G:.at 
Britain. 

l or the furtlier encouraging the growth of coll:c and cocoa nuts, m his Majcih's idandf 
and plantations in Ametica. 

i or pievemiug the expoitation of corn, grain, or meal, with a bounty, dut ing the eg; ra¬ 
tion of two acts, palled in this prelent ledum of Parliament, lot allowing the importation of 
corn. 

l ot making and maintaining a navigable canal from a p'aee near Hider’s Green, in the 
countv of Stafford, to Broadwater five* engine, and fix collateral cuts f tom the fame to leverai 
coal mines; and alto a navigable canal from or near the town of Birmingham, to join the 
Coventry canal, at or near fa/.elev, in the parilh of I amvvorrh, in the laid county oi Staf¬ 
ford, with a collateral cut to the lower part of the laid town of Birmingham, 

3 Y * 


lor 




HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


a. ;>• 

i -S3 For the ialc of prize goods fccurcd in warehouses in this kingdom, for which the duties are 
mis paid, or the goods exported, within a limited time. 

]• or granting to his Majefty fevera! additional and nc'” duties upon ftamped vellum, parch¬ 
ment and paper; and alto for repealing certain cxemptio..s fiom itamp duties. 

For granting to his Majefty a ft amp dutv v;i iicences to betaken out by certain per ions 
uttering or vending medicines : and certain flung duties on all medicines fold under fuch 
i-cencex, ot under the authoiity of his Majeitv’s letter* patent. 

1 or taking awav from the comrniiTioncrs of c-xcif- ii England and Scotland, the power of 
compounding with pinions making nip.lt not to hi;, but to be continued in their own private 
families. 

For repealing an ael, intituled, “ An Add tor veiling the Fort of Senegal, and its depen¬ 
dencies, in the Com pans of Mt udiants trading to Afuca and to veft, as well the (aid I ort 
and its dependencies, as all other the Briuth forts and lettlemcnts upon the coaft of Alika, 
lying between the port of Saliee and Cape Rouge, together with all the property, eftate and 
cffefls of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa, in or upon the laid forts, fettlcments, 
and their dependencies, in his Majefty; and for ftcuiing, extending and improving the trade 
to Africa ; and for veiling James Fort, in the river Gambia, and its dependencies, and all 
other the Britilh forts and fettiement^ between the port of Sallee and Cape Rouge, in the 
Company of Merchants trading to Afiica; and for fecuring and regulating the trade to 
Africa. 

< For appointing and enabling commiflioncrs further to examine, take, and ftatc the public 
accounts of the kingdom. 

For the more effectual preventing the illegal importation of foreign fpiiits, and for putting 
a flop to the private diliiilation of Britilh made fpirituous liquors ; for explaining part of the 
a cl impeding a duty on male fervanrs; to amend and reftily a miftake in an aft of the J aft 
leftion of Parliament, with rclpeft to the removal of tea from one part of the kingdom to the 
other parts thereof; and for preventing vexatious actions agamft otliccrs of excite, ailing m 
purfuancs of the authority given by excife ilatutes. 


Supplies granted by Patliamcnt for this year ; — 

For 110,000 framen, including 25,291 marines, — 

For the ordinary of the navy, Nc. — — — 

Towards building and repairing Ihips of war, he. — 

For the chatgc of the office of otdnance for the land fervkc, he. 

Ordnance extraordinaries of 1782, - - 

For compenfation to proprietois of lands near Chatham, — 

For the pay of the land-forces, including invalids, fee. — 

Extraonlinarics of the army, - - 

F’or maintaining guards and garrifons in and out of the kingdom. 

For the pay of the general and ftaff-oflieerx, he. — —- 

For the militia, and four regiments of forcible men in North Britain, 
For the charge of four regiments of foot and additional :, from Ireland, 
For the charge of five corps formed in North America, — 

On account of the reduced officers of his Majesty's land forces, he. 


£■ 

j. 

d. 

5,406,000 
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12,297,220 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 

Brought over, i: 
l'or allowances to fcveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — 

To feveral officers late in the fervice of the States-General, — 

For half-pay to certain provincial corps, — — 

For one regiment of light dragoons, ai\d feven battalions 'of foot in 
the Fall Indies, for 1783, 

For the charge of eight battalions of foot, — — 

For extra charge of forces I’erving abroad, — — 

For the charge of out-penfionm of Chelfca Hofpital, &c. — 

For aoo letter-men of Chelfca Hofpital, — <— 

}• or the charge of three Hanoverian battalions at Gibraltar, —■ 

For ditto of two ditto, in Great Ibitam, - -* 

I-or the charge of 13,472 Hcffian troops and fuhftdv, — 

F or ditto of 2,257 >'icn °f the troops of Hauau and fubfidy, — 

To make good the deficiencies in funis voted for ditto in 1781, 
lot the charge of 4,300 Brunfwickcrs, -7- — 

Ditto of one regiment of Walde^k, and fubfidy, — 

For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zeiblt, including artillery, — 

For ditto of 1,781 troops of the Margrave of Anfpach, See. —■ 

j )< iirictKv in votes for ditto in 1782, — — 

For artiikrv for tile foreign tio.ps. — — 

I-or repaii ing. S.c. Britith forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 
To the Levant Companv, — — — 

On iuwiiit of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 
Towards earn ing on the buildings at Somerlet Houle, — 

Towards rebuilding N'.wgate, — — —- 

To the contmiflioncrs of public accounts, - - 

To the officers of the boatd of wotks, for furveying the Ioffes occa- 

fioned by the riots in 1780, - - -- 

Foj the relief of ceitain American civil offii ers, Nc. — 

TowaiJs enabling Ins Majcfty to make a lVparate cflabiilhmcnt for the 

Prince of Wales, - - - 

To make good to his Majtfty the like fum iffued by his Majefty’s 
orders, in puifuancc of the a-idteffes of the Houfe of Commons, 

To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convifts in heaving ballaft 

on the Thames, - - —. - 

lot the ci\ i! cftablifhmcnt of the bland of St. John, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — —- — 

Ditto of Nora >eotia, — — — 

Ditto ot I.afl Florida, —• — — 

.1 Htto of U eu ! lorida, — — —* 

Ditto of Scncgambia, -- - - 


54 * 


£■ 

s. 

d 

297,220 

14 

ro. 

574 

18 

4 

3 >S> 3 

9 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

IS >°74 

10 

0 

40,241 

14 

0 

136,888 

11 

6 

96,972 

D 

11 

1,830 

0 

0 

28,917 

11 

o x 

9,320 

>3 

6 

367,203 

9 

10 

65,158 

12 

8^ 

3 ’ 3‘7 

14 

9 ' 

93-947 

1 5 

8 

17,498 

3 

O j 

23,818 

11 

n-j 

Ln 

H-t 

VI 

0 

19 

1 : 

6,419 

9 

9 

27,683 

14 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

5 . 3 2 9 

to 

6 

25,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

•7.500 

0 

0 

I,006 

x 5 

0 

76,849 

16 

6 

60,000 

0 

0 

11,236 

4 

a 

14.452 

1 7 

3 

3,150 

0 

0 

3.340 

0 

0 

5.943 

9 

5 

3 * 95 ° 

0 

0 

4.970 

4 

1 

2,450 

0 

0 


Carried forward. 


*3>5SS»aS3 7 u > 



541 

a* n, 

17S3 


AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

£. S. d. 

* 3 'S 557 Hi 
1.500,000 o o 
1,495,000 o o 
1,000,000 o 0 
405,000 o o 
46,444 o 11 
160,191 8 8$: 

65,888 8 71- 
141,871 7 7* 

138,682 17 4 

282,502 8 2 

1,000,000 o o 


Total Supplies, — 

39,788,863 

19 

4 

The Wavs and Means for raifing the foregoing fupplics. 

l- 

j . 

d. 

Duty on malt, — . — — 

750,000 

0 

0 

Land tax at 4s. — — — 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

By loans and Exchequer bills, to be charged on next aids, — 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

Bv annuities and lottery, — — — 

12,480,000 

0 

0 

Bv Exchequer bills, — — —. 

1,500,000 

0 

O 

By monies out of the linking fund, — «— 

2,200,000 

0 

0 

By favings in the hands of the paymaftcr-gencral of the army. 

68,745 

0 

0 

By ditto, in the hands of ditto, . . 

8,647 

15 

4 

By ditto, paid into the Exchequer by Sir R. Taylor, —. 

3 ,843 

11 

10 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

20,009,236 

7 

2 

Total amount of Supplies granted. 

19,788,863 


4 

Excefs of Ways and Means, — 

220,372 

7 

10 


Towards difcharging certain Exchequer bills. 

For difchaiging certain other Exchequer bills, See. 
For ditto, on the vote ol* credit of 1782, 

For difeharging certain other Exchequer bills. 

To make good deficiency of annuity fund of 1758, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, —— 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — — 

Ditto of annuity fund, 1782, - 

Ditto of grants for 1782, — — 

Vote of credit, ——— —— 


Brought over, 


The following additional duties and new taxes were impofed this year:— 

£■ d. 

Stamp duty on bills of exchange for 1782, doubled, — 56,000 o o 

The fame extended to foreign bills, proniiilory notes, he. — 44,000 o o 

Additional ftamp duties on probates of wills and legacies, — 40,000 o o 

Ditto on bond.-,, law proceedings, adniiflions to the inns of court, See. 60,000 o o 
Ditto on ftagc-coachf.s and diligences, ■ — ■— — 25,000 o o 

A new ftamp duty of 2d. upon receipts for 2I. and not amounting to 

20).; and of 4(3. if amounting to or exceeding 20I. - 250,000 o o 

Ditto of 6s. upon every agreement; of 2s. 6d. upon any inventory or 

catalogue; and of 5s. upon every award, ■ —— .. 10,000 o o 

Duty on turnpike roads and inclofurc bills, — — 20,000 o o 


Canicd forward, 505,000 o o 
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Brought over, 

A {lamp duty of 3d. upon entry of any burial, marriage, birth or, 

chriflcning, - - - 

1 )itto of 20s. for a licence to perfons vending medicines ; and 3d. upon 
ever, box, p icket, or bottle of medicines, under the value of is. 6d., 6d. 
when of 2s. f»d. value; and is. when of 5s. and upwards, — 

A duty of 4s. annually upon every waggon, Ac. with three or four 
wheels, and of 2s. annually when with two wheels, — 


”T otal of additional and new taxes, 

1-',te re ft of the loan of twelve millions. 
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505,000 o o 
15,000 O O 

15,000 O o 

25,000 o o 

560,000 o o 
560,000 o o 


£784 This year opens with another fruit Ids attempt to arrange the affiiirs of India—The general 
objefts to be provided for in the formation of a lyitem for India, were the civil and military 
government, the revenues, and the commerce. The quetiion lefp;ding to whom the terri¬ 
torial 1 i 1 *t of the Fail India Company’s poSldlions belonged, had never been dually fettled : 
there were claims to he afeertained, and intcrefts to be divided. The claims of prefeription 
and general juftice were to Ik- attended to, and the happiuels of the natives to be conlidercd. 
lididcs it was a matter of ferious reflection, what would fie the probable effects of the govern¬ 
ment of India on the government of Britain ; how it might affeft our confutation in point of 
influence : and by what means it might add to the tlrength, without endangering the rights of 
the nation. 

In order to feenre thefo points, the following principles were laid down as indifpenf.ibie 
The civil and military government of India, or, in other words, the imperial dominion of our 
territories in the. Fall, ought to be placed under other controul than that of the company of 
merchants in Leadcni'.ail-iirect,—the controul of the genuine and legitimate executive branch 
of the conllitution. The commerce of the Company ihoukl be left as much as poll!ble to their 
iupi rintcnJcncc: commence ought always to be left to the merchant umliaekled. unemhai raffed 
with interferences, which might impede its current, and dimintfh its lceuritv : j:ul, htillv, a»v 
poliibie bad clFects from the government o: India on the conllitution of (.treat Britain, mult 
be (edulouily avoided, bitch were the land-marks of the Ivtlcm propoftd t > the ib.e.fe of 
C-.mmons by the Chancellor ol the Exchequer. On the rgptii of January, he moved lbr leave 
to Li ing in a bill for the better government and management of the affairs of the Fall iodis 
Compunv. 

By tliis hi!!, eommiiii.'inTs were to he appointed bv his Majefty, from the intndvis of ho; 
piivy council, who were authorised and empowosed, tiom time to time, to cheek. Jupenniend, 
and controul all aft-;, opeiatious, and concerns, which in anvwii'c relate to the ciw! or mdi- 
tary government or revenues of the territories and polIclGons of the laid United Company in 
the Fall Indies. 

It then mails, That the (aid hoard (hall hive acccfs to all papers and documents of the faid 
United Company, and (hall be lumilhed with copies thereof, and of ail the piocecdings of all 
general and fpecial courts of proprietors, and of the court of directors , and alib copies of all 
dilpafehes which the directors lhall receive from any of their Servants in the Raft Indies, im¬ 
mediately after the arrival thereof; and alio copies of all letteis, orders, and iniUu&ions what- 
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1784 foever, relating to tire civil or military government or revenues of the Britifh territorial pof- 
feflions in the Eaft Indies, propoled to he fent to any of the fervants of his Majefty, or of the 
faid Company, in the Esfll Indies ; and that the court of directors fhall, and are required to pay 
due obedience to, and lhall he governed and bound by fuch orders and directions as they lhall, 
from time to time, receive from the faid board, touching the civil or military government and 
revenue of the territories and pofieffions of the Company. 

And it was further enaCted, That the faid hoard lhall return the copies of the faid difpatchcs 
to tire court of directors, with their approbation thereof, or their rcafons, at large, for disap¬ 
proving the fame, together with inftruCtions in rcfpeCt thereto ; and that the court of direflors 
lhall thereupon uifpatch and lend the letters, orders, and iniltutHons, foapptoved or amended, 
to their fervants in India, without further delay; and no letteis, orders, or initruCtions, until 
after fuch previous communication thereof to the faid board, lhall, at any time, be lent or ditV 
patched by the faid direflors to the Eaft Indies, on any account or pretence whatfoever. 

It further enaCts, That in cafe the faid board lhall fend any orders, which, in the opinion 
of the faid court of dire&ors, lhall relate to points not connected with the civil or military 
government and revenues of the faid territories and polfelTions in India, it lhall be lawful for 
them to apply bv petition to his Majcfty in council touching fuch order, and the dccilion of 
the council thereon lliall be final and f conciulive. 

It then enacts. That the nomination of the commanders in chief fhali be veiled in his Ma¬ 
jcfty ; and that the faid commanders in chief lhall always be fccond in council. It alio veil-, 
in his Majefty the power to remove any governor-general, presidents, and members of the 
councils of any britifh fettlcrnents in India; and enaCts, that all vacancies in the oiTiccs afore- 
laid, lhall be fupplied by the court of directors, fubjcCt to the approbation of his Majcfty , s:ni 
in cafe the perfon nominated by the faid court flnail not he approved by bis Majefty, the laid 
court lhall proceed to nominate fotne other perfon, fubject to the approbation or dlfailow.iisce 
of his M.ijcllv, in the fame manner as before directed ; and lo, tones quo:us, until fomc periim 
or pcrlbns lhall be nominated or appointed who lhall he approved by his Majefty ; and in cafe 
the court of directors lhall not, within a certain number of days, hereafter to be fpecilial, pro¬ 
ceed to funjily the fame, then it fliail be lawful for his Majefty to appoint a perfon to lupyly 
the office Jo vacant. 

Laftly, it was cmtfted, That no order or refolution of any general court of proprietors fliaii 
be available to revoke or refeind, or in any refpeft to alFeel the proceeding of the coutt el 
dirc<ftors, after his Mated v’s pleafure lhall have been lignified upon the fame. 

The debates on this bill turned principally on itfc merits and demerits as compared with the 
India bill rejefted in the Houle of Lords, It was argued by Mr. f’itt, that, in his bill, all the 
rights enjoyed by the Company under their charter, were preferved inviolate, as far as was 
compatible with .the public fafety. When, in anfwer to this, it was allertcd, that nothing but 
the lhadow of power was left to the Company ; and that, by the negative referved to the crown 
in all matters whatfoever, the fubllance was, in effect, vefted there,—he contended, that what¬ 
ever might be the effcift of the bill, yet having prcviouily obtained the confent, both of tbs 
court of proprietors and direftors, to all the regulations contained in it, no violation of privi¬ 
leges could be inferred, where there was a voluntary furrender of them. The fccond point in 
which the new bill differed from the former was this,—that it left where it found all the pa¬ 
tronage of the Company, the commander in chief excepted. On the other fide, it was main- 
the whole military patronage would almoft neceflarily follow the appointment of 
* the 
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1784 the commander in chief, la the former bill, the transferring the entire government of the 
Company’s affairs to the new hoard, the nomination of com mi (Ti oners in Parliament, and the 
permanent duration of their authority for a term of four years, had occafioned great alaim, as 
creating a new power dangerous to the conftmuion. The objedt of the prcl'cnt bill was merely 
controul, and the exeroife of that controul, like every branch of the executive government, 
was referred to the diferetion of the crown. In anfwcr to this, it was obierved, that to leave 
one let of men, who had not only been convif\cd of having notoriouflv abufed their power, 
but were univcrfally allowed to be unfit for the trull repofed in them, in the poirclfion of do¬ 
minion, merely for the purpol’c of being cunt routed by another, was to dhiblifh dominion and 
vveaknefs in government upon fyllcm. —In fliort, the bill, on its fecond reading, on the 23d 
of Januarv, was rejefted bv a very (mail majority. 

* The lol\ of.this hill was followed by a very general expcflation that there would he a new 

ndminil!ration, or an immidkoc dhlbbition of Lie Parliament. ■ The miniftrv, however, not- 
withllanJing the fupetiority of the oppolition in the Houie of Commons, maintained their 
ground, and the Parliament was nor ditlblved till fome time afterwards. Mr. Pitt, at this 
time, was a rare example of patience and magnanimity : he confide red himfelf as hound by 
the duty he owed his country, to remain a rninitler without a majority in Parliament, and to 
fuffer the daily mortifications which may he. natutplJy fuppofed to aril'c from i’uch a fituatiou. 

In this ttaic of public dill raft ion, it was the vvift 1 of many of the country gentlemen that 
the oppoiiti'’ parties Ihnuld coakfce, and that an adminill ration might be lo formed, as to en- 
fure that lading unanimity among the leaders of the different parties which would forward the 
operations of government, and reftore natiotial tranquillity : for this definable end, negocia- 
tions were rrmmu need, hut without fuceefs ; and as the oppolition did not dare to flop the 
voting of the fur-plies, though fome of its leaders were dilpoied to adopt that defperatc mea- 
fure, the miniilry at length ttiumphrd ; and, on the 24th of March, Parliament was pro¬ 
rogued, and the dav following dbihived by proclamation. 

In the ip.cch wiiit U lire king delivered from the throne, he took occafion to obferve, that, 
on a iiili cimlideraiicn of the pivfi-nt lituation of affairs, and of the extraordinary circusn- 
fiancc* which pu»dneed it, he was induced to put an end to the fitting of Parliament. He felt 
it a duty which he owed to the cunilif ution and to tire country, to recur as fneedilv as pofiiblc 
to the li-nfe ot the people, by the mode of a general election. He trufled that this •‘meafure 
would obviate the nrifehieis aiding from the unhappy divifions and diffractions that had lately 
lid.filled, and tuat the important fuhjcels which required the confideration ot Parliament, 
m'cbt he afterwards jvroce-. ded upon with id's interruption and happier cfltfl. He could have 
no other nhjefl than to ptefci vc the true pi inciplcs of the conftitution, and to employ the 
povveis entrufleJ to him by law, for the only end for which they were given,—the good of his 
'.e. 

Thou-.h the oppofition had poiUdcd a very uncommon and commanding majority in the 
I Imtle of Commons, the nation at large was extremely favourable to the ptclrnt adminiftra- 
tion. At the ven moment when Mr. Pitt could not cam a linglc qneftion in Parliament, 
the cormnop-eouiici! of London voted their thanks to him, for his able, uptight, and diilnte- 
t cited conduct, ns butt Lord of the Trealmy and Chance 11 .>rof the Exchequer, on the prelent 
alarming and critical jmif»me of affairs. The emut alio unanimously voted the freedom of 
the i it y, to be pi dented to Mr. Pitt in a gold box, as a mark of gratitude for, and approbation 
\oj,. IV, * j ^ of, 
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1784 of, his zeal and affiduity in fupporting the legal prerogatives of the crown and the conflitu- 
tional rights of the people. A motion was alfo made in the fame court, to acknowledge, with 
the deepeft gratitude, the late timely interference of the Houfc of Lords for the prefervation of 
our excellent conftitution, and the lecurity of the rights of every branch of the legiilature; 
which, after feme debate, was carried by a great majority. 

It had been a favourite afiertion of many of the leading members of oppofition, that the 
popularity of Mr. Pitt and his colleagues did npt pollefs any folk! foundation, and that a very 
lhort time would fufficc for its deftruflion : but this opinion found an unreferved contradic¬ 
tion in almoft every part of the kingdom. Tire great and memorable contcft between admi- 
nifttation and the Houle of Commons had continued much longer than any one could have 
forefeen or expcdlcd , and, during the ftruggle, the popularity of the former, inftcad of dimi- 
niliring, feemed daily to grow more extenfive and unqueft ionable. Never was any decifion, if 
taken in ail its parts, more full and explicit than that which was given by the people in the 
general ekftion which immediately followed the difiblution of Parliament. 

The meeting of the new Parliament took place on the 18th of May ; and it is from this 
term that wc may date, in a great degree, the parliamentary exillence of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftra- 
tion : the remainder of the laft feffion may rather be faid to have been confumcd in a corned 
between two powerful parties, than in /he charafteriftic exertions of a regular government. 

The former lpeaker being again feated in the chair of the Houfe of Commons, on the 19th 
of May the feffion was opened by a fpccch from the throne. Upon this occalion, the King 
exprcfl’cd the gveateft fatisfaffion at meeting his Parliament at this time, after having recurred, 
in fuch an important moment, to the fenfe of his people. That he entertained a juft and con¬ 
fident reliance, that the aflembly which he add re (fed was animated with the fame fentiments of 
loyalty, and the lame attachment to the conftitution, which had been fo fully manifcllcd in 
every part of the kingdom. The objefts peculiarly recommended to their attention, were the 
alarming progrefs of frauds in the revenue, the framing of fuch commercial regulations as were 
immediately nccdlary, and the providing for the good government of our podeffions in the 
Eaft Indies. On this latter fubjefl, he hoped Parliament would not lofc light of the effect 
which the meafures they adopted might have on our own conftitution and deareft interefls at 
home. His Majefly declared he had no wifh but to confult the profperity of his people, by a 
conftant attention to every objeff of national concern, by an uniform adherence to the true 
principles of our free conftitution, and by fupporting and maintaining in their jull balance, the 
rights and privileges of every branch of the Jegiflature. 

On the 2,0th of the fame month, the following definitive treaty of peace and friendfhip be¬ 
tween his Majcfty the King of Great Britain and their High Mightincfics the States-Gencial 
of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, was figued at Paris, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the rd’pcffive powers :— 

“ Article 1 . There ftiall be a chriftian, univerfal, and perpetual peace, as well by fea as by 
land, and a fincere and conftant friendfhip Ihall be rc-cftablifhed between his Britannic Ma¬ 
jcfty, his heirs and fucccflbrs, kingdoms, dominions, and fubje&s, and their High Mighti- 
nefles the faid States General, and their dominions and fubje&s, of what quality or condition 
foever they be, without exception either of places or perfons; fo that the high contrafling 
panics fhall give the greateft attention to the maintaining between thcmfelvcs, and their laid 
dominions and fubjefls, this reciprocal friendfhip and intercourfe, without permitting here¬ 
after* on either part, any kjnd of iioftilities to be committed, either by fea or by land, for any 
v. ■ cauie. 
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aj$4 caufc or under any pretence whatfoever : and they Avail carefully avoid, for the future, every 
thing which might piejudicc the union happily re-cftabJilhed, endeavouring, on the contrary, 
to procure reciprocally for each other, on every occafion, whatever may contribute to their 
mutual glory, intetefts, and advantage, without giving any alTiltance or proteflion, dircftly 
or indiredlly, to thofe who would do any injury to cither of the high contradling parties.-— 
“I here ftiall be a general oblivion of every thing which may have been clone or committed, 
before or finccthc commencement of the .war which is juft ended. 

“ II. With refpe£t to the honours of the flag, and the l'alute at fea, by the fitips of the Re¬ 
public towards thofe of his Britannic Majefty, the fame cuflom Ova! 1 be reflectively followed 
as was prafUfcd before the commencement of the war which is juft ended. 

“ HI. All the prifoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoflages 
carried away or given during the war, and who have not yet been reftored, conformably to the 
preliminary treaty, (hall be reftored as loon as poflible, without ranfom ; each power reipeclivc- 
ly difeharging the advances which ftiall liave been made for the fubfiftencc and maintenance of 
their prifoners, l»y the fovevcign of the country where they ftiall have been detained, according 
to the receipts, attefted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which (hall be furnifhed on 
each fide : and fureties fliall he reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which tfte pri¬ 
foners may have contra&ed in the countries whe,re they may have been detained until their 
entire releafc. And all fliips, as well men of war as merchant fhips, which may have been 
taken fincc the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the collation of hoftilities by fea, fliall 
likewife be reftored bonu fide, with all their crews and cargoes: and the execution of this atticie 
fhall be proceeded upon immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of tills treaty. 

“ IV. The States General of the United Provinces cede and guaranty, in full right, to his 
Britannic Majefty, the town of Ncgapatnam, with the dependencies thereof; hut in confidera- 
tion of the importance which the States General of the United Provinces annex to the poflef- 
fton of the aforefaid town, the King of Great Britain, as a proof of his good will towards the 
States, promifes, notwithftanding this ceftion, to receive and treat with them for the reftitu- 
tiem of the faid town, in cafe the Lords tire States lliould hereafter have an equivalent to 
offer him. 

“ V. The King of Great Britain fhall reftore to the States General of *he United Pro¬ 
vinces, Trinqucmale, as alfo all the other towns, forts, harbours, and fertlcments, which in 
the courfe of the war have been conquered in any part of the world whatever hv the arms of 
his Britannic Majefty, or by thole of the Englilh Eaft India Company, and of which he 
fhqukl be in pofll-flion ; the whole in the condition in which they ftiall be found. 

“ VI. The States General of the United Provinces promife and engage, not to obftruft 
the navigation of the Britilh fubjefls ill the Eaftern Seas. 

“ VII. Whereas differences have arifen between the Englifh African Company and the 
Dutch Wert India Company, relative to the navigation on the coalls of Africa, as alfo on the 
fubjefl of Cape .A pollonia; for preventing all caufc of complaint between the fubjefts of the 
two nations on thofe coafts, it is agreed, that commilfaries fhall be named, on eacli fide, to 
make fuitable arrangements on thefe points. 

“ VIII. All the countries and territories which may have been, or which may be conquer¬ 
ed, in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majefty, as well as by 
thofe of the States General, which are not included in theprefent treaty, neither under the 
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1784 head of ceflions, nor under tire head of reftitutions, lhall be rcltorcd without difficulty, and 
without requiring any compenfatiou. 

“ IX. Whereas by the ninth article of the preliminary treaty a period was {Updated and 
appointed by the high contracting panics, for the reftitutions and evacuations to he made, on 
eacli fide, of the towns, fortieses, and territories which might have been conquered by tlrcir 
refpective arms, and of which they might be in pofleffion, excepting fuch as had been ceded ; 
and whereas the term fpccitied in the aforefaid ninth article is already expired; the high 
contrafling parties engage reciprocally, and bona fide, to obferve the laid imputations, and in 
cafe, by any accident or otheiwilc, the celiions and reilirutions therein comprifed lliould not 
have taken place, to expedite immediately tire ncceffary orders, to the end that there may be 
no farther delay in the accomplilhment of the faid ftipulations. 

“ X. Ilis Britannic Majelly and their High Mightineflcs the aforefaid States General, pro- 
mile to obferve fincercly, and bovu fide, all the articles contained and eftablilhcd in this prelent 
treaty; and they will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, direftly or indirectly, by their re- 
fpettive fubjefls; and the faid high contracting parties guaranty to each other, generally and 
reciprocally, all the ftipulations of the prelcnt articles. 

“ XI. The folemn ratifications of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, {hall 
be exchanged in this city of Paris, between the high contracting parties, in the fpace of one 
month, or l'obner if it can be done, to be computed from the day of the fignaturc of the prdctit 
treaty. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the under-written, their anrbaflitdors and minifters plenipoten¬ 
tiary, have figned with our hands, in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the pre¬ 
fent definitive treaty, and have caufed the feals of our arms to be affixed thereto. 

“ Done at Paris, the twentieth of May, 1784. 

(L. S.) Daniel Hailes. 

(L. S.) Lestevenon van Beiucenroode. 

(L. S.) Brantsen. 

Soon after the meeting of Parliament, a petition of the proprietors of landed eflatcs in his 
Majelly's fugar colonies, and of tbc merchants of London trading thereto, and other perfons 
interefted therein, was prefented to the 1 loulie of Commons.—This petition lets forth, that 
the petitioners, or their anceftors, have invefted their fortunes in the fctllcment, cultivation, 
and commerce of the laid colonies, to the extent, upon tire tnoft moderate computation, of 
more than 50,coo,cool, fterling; whereby the faid colonies, and the commerce thereon de¬ 
pendent, have become the moll cnnfidcrable fource of navigation and national wealth which 
Great Britain poffeffcs out of the limits of the mother country ; and that wliilft the faid colo¬ 
nies, as well direCtly as through the medium of other dependent branches of trade, afford a 
market for Britifh commodities, to a very great amount, and tonftant employment for more 
than ioa,oco tons of {hipping, in the direct intercourfc between Great Britain and the faid 
colonies ; while the clear income of the efiates in the faid colonies, after defraying the expenccs 
of thofc who arc refident there, is alraoft entirely {pent in the mother country : wherefore the 
petitioners conceive, that no part of the national property can be moye beneficially employed 
for the public than theirs, nor any intereftg better entitled to the protection of the legifiature ■; 
and that the difafters and expcnces of the late war, coinciding with many natural calamities, 
and w ith the effect of the heavy incrcafe of duties impofed upon the ftaple articles of their 
produce, have reduced the petitioners to great diftrefs and difficulty, and endanger their ability, 
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1784 without relief from Parliament, to carry on the cultivation of the faid iflands ; which failing, 
the navigation, and all the other lubordinate in ter efts and advantages dependent on the culti¬ 
vation, mull fail with it; and that the faid fugar colonies cannot produce any quantity of 
provilions at all adequate to their wants, without mifapplving thereto that culture which the 
public good requires to be appropriated to thole articles of commerce which that climate alone 
produces : and that Barbadoes and the leeward Blands do not afford any fupply of lumber 
whatever. 

The petition alfo ftates, that the faid fugar colonics never have been, and, to the perfect 
conviction of the petitioners, never can be Supplied, fo as fteadily to iupport the culture there¬ 
of, with lumber and provilions from any other country but thofc which form the United 
States of America ; feeing that the gulf and river of St. Laurence are frozen up half the year, 
and that the open half includes the*hurrieane months in the Weft Indies ; and that the want 
of inhabitants, and the rigour of the climate, as well in Nova Scot'a as in Canada, frutlratcail 
juft expectation of thofe colonics becomintr fperdily, if ever produflive, to any confidcrable 
degree, of thofe articles of which the Weft Indies ftand in need : and that the faid fugar colo¬ 
nics never have paid, and to the perfeft conviflioiv of the petitioners, never can pay, for fuch 
lumber and provilions, but by that part of their produce which being fuperflous to Great Bri¬ 
tain, has never found a market therein, confiding chiefly of rum, of which the dominions 
now forming the United States, ufed, in time of peace, to con fume a greater quantity than 
Great Britain and Ireland did, even before the confumption into Great Britain was uilcour- 
nged. by the heavy duties impoled thereon, to the equal detriment of the revenue and of the 
interefts of the petitioners : and this fuperfluous produce, if not confumed in Great Britain or 
the dominions of the United States, mud he loft, feeing the confumption of the additional 
inhabitants which Canada and Nova Scotia may acquire, can amount to a mere trirle ; thus, 
the value of the fupplics which this fuperfluous produce ought to pay for, would become a drain 
of fo much call) from the mother country, as muft, inpayment for fuch lumber and prow- 
fions, be drawn out of (what would otherwife reft in Great Britain) the value of the remain¬ 
ing produce of the fugar colonies fold there, and which would be paid, through the medium 
of America, to the French, and other foreign fugar colonies, for fupplics limiiar to thofe which 
we flrould thus, in the firft initance, throw away. 

It alfo fets forth, that the intcrcourfe naturally arlftng out of thefe mutual wants of his Ala- 
jvfly’s fugar colonies and the dominions now forming the United States of America, was, in 
time of peace, chiefly carried on by Ameticaii fhipping, of which a large proportion confided 
of (loops, fchooners, and other fmall vcffcls, adapted to the cheap conveyance of bulky commo¬ 
dities, for a fhort navigation, and not at all fit for or employed in the conveyance of fugar 
fiom the Weft Indies to Europe, but which took back thsTeturm for their own cat goes in 
the fuperfluous produce before-mentioned : and that although the dircfl intercom lb with Ante- 
ticain American Blips, is, by his Majefty’s proclamation, freely permitted to the petitioners 
fcilow-fubjcifts, not only in Great Britain, but in Ireland, it is with-held from the petitioners, 
to whom, of all his Majcfty’s fuhiefts, it is the moll effvinial , and the fai l intercom ft ftands 
rellvaincd to Britifh-built Blips ; bv which if the trade were to he carried, they muft generally 
proceed from Great Britain to America in hallaft, at a ruinous expencc, and greatly enhance 
to the con turner the price of thofe commodities which form the Inundation of all his culture, 
and which the petitioners conceive that every principle of commercial policy coincides in re¬ 
quiring to be conveyed to his hand at the chcnpcit rate pofliblc. 
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1784 It then flares, that additional duties upon the confumptiori of the faid fupcrflous produce of 
his M.ijeilv’s fugar colonics in the dominions of the American ftatcs, and on firitilli Ihips 
trading thither, have been im poled upon the exprcfs ground of Great Britain prohibiting that 
iutcrcourfe by American veiftis, which the T rench fugar colonies not only admit, but, with 
true policy, invite; whereby a preference molt dangerous to our eflcntial interefts is given to 
the foreign fugar colonies, in tire demand for thofe commodities which there is no natural ob- 
flacle to the.r i'upplying as well as we can, although their regulations had hitherto prevented 
it; and that, under all thefe circumflances, the petitioners aie impelled, by every public and 
private duty, in the uiofl explicit terms to inform the Houfe, that if, by means of this prohi¬ 
bition, the Briiifh fugar colonies are deprived of a market for that part of their produce which 
is fupcrfhious to Great Britain and Ireland, and loaded with the additional expence of procu- 
aing lumber and provilions, above ftated, which fecifls the inevitable confcquence of perl'cve- 
1 ing therein, the cultivation of the faid fugar colonies cannot he carried on at all, nor any of 
them to advantage; for which reafons, the petitioners arc convinced, and tubmit to the Houfe, 
that far from being favourable to Britilh navigation, the prohibition in queftion is big with 
deftruftion to one of its principal fources ; and, if it fhould be perfifted in, his Majefty’s fugar 
colonies muft, in the natural couife of things, fink together with the navigation, revenues, and 
all the complicated public interefts thereon dependent, in one common ruin with the piivatc 
fortunes of the petitioners, &c. &c. 

This petition {hikes at the very root of the navigation aft, which is the balls of our great 
maritime power, and has given us the trade of the world ; it was therefoie ordered to lay upon 
the table, as a matter of future confideration. 

A very principal objeft of attention during this fcfliou of Parliament were the regulations 
that were adopted upon the fubjeft of fmuggling, and particularly the aft of Parliament com¬ 
monly called the Commutation Aft. 

A committee had been appointed early in the laft feilion of the preceding Parliament to en¬ 
quire into the illicit praftices ufed in defrauding the revenue ; in confcquence of which, three 
reports were delivered in, which entered very much into a detail of the fubjeft, and were con¬ 
sidered as exhibiting very important matter for the melioration of the revenue. On the 1 ith 
of February, the chairmau,of the committee had moved a refolution, flating, that the illicit 
practice had greatly incrcafed.,—that the public revenue was defrauded to the extent of not Ids 
than two millions per annum,—aud that thefe enormities and national lodes merited the early 
ferious attention of Parliament. 

Soon after the meeting of the new Parliament, the fubjeft of thefe reports, and of the laws 
in being for the prevention of fmuggling, was referred to a committee of the whole Houfe.— 
On the 21ft of June, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that the duties of cuftorns and 
excife payable on teas, do ceafe and determine. This motion was made as a preliminary to 
certain refolutions which were to form the balls of a law to prevent fmuggling. This motion 
was grounded on the following obfervations on the illicit trade of this kingdom. 

That this illicit trade had for fome years paft been carried to an amazing height, and was 
become very alarming to the revenue in many of its branches, but more particularly in the 
article of tea, is matter of univerfal notoriety. Tea was faid, with great reafon, to be the 
flapk; of fmuggling; for though the contraband .trade extended to a variety of articles, yet tea 
was l'uch a principal commodity in this illicit trade, that if any means could be devifed to pre¬ 
vent the Imuggling of tea, it was generally believed, as it has fince turned out, that the other 
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1784 and Icfler branches could hardly give encouragement to the praftice, cfpccialiy if the regulations 
which were now projc&ing fhouid be adopted. 

1 he amount of the duty on tea was, at this period, between 700,000!. and 8oo,oool. and 
as it was propofed by Government not to raife upon tea in futuic above 169,000!. there would 
be a falling off of at leaff 6oo,oooi. per annum. Though the teal’on for lowering the duty at. 
all, was to take away the temptation to fmuggling by diminifhing the profits, there did not 
appear, in-order to effeft this puvpofe, to be any occafion to take off the whole of the duty ; 
for, if we take into confidcration the market price of' teas in the other European countries,— 
that the price alfo ofinfurance and freight, in fo hazardous a trade, was near 25!. per cent, to 
the fhorc,—that the infurancc for the inland carriage of it in thi a kingdom, was about 10I, per 
cent, more,—the profit upon the whole could not be reckoned at more than 5!. per cent, 
becaufe the voyage from the continent to England might be very often repeated in the courfe 
of the year, fo that the 5!. per cent, might, upon the whole of the fmuggler’s capital, be 
reckoned in the end at 50I. per cent, per annum. It was evident, theiefore, that confide)mg 
the expenccs attending the fea and inland infuranccs, with the freight and profit, the (muggier 
niufi fell at 40I. percent, above the prime coft. 

The plan therefore, tiiat was propofed, was to take off all the excifc duty on tei, and impofe 
a cuftoai duty of 12!. 10s. on bohea tea : this it wa% apprehended would ruin the fmuggling 
trade in that article : on the finer kind of teas a higher duty would be laid ; 15I. per cent, on 
Souchong, &c,; 20I. on Single and Hyfon, and 30I. on Congo. 

We have already oblerved, that the total annua! importation of teas into Europe amounted 
to about 19,000,000 lbs. above two-thirds of which quantity was confumcd in Great Britain 
and Ireland, though the legal importation was not quite 6,coo,coo; conlequently the quantity 
annually fniugglcd muff have been above 7,000,000 lbs. According to this calculation, the 
people of England were contidcrably under-rated at the number of 6,000,000. Ofthcfc, it 
was Eaid that 2,000,000 would be relieved from the payment of the prefent duty on tea, without 
being obliged to contribute a farthing towards the tax which would he propofed as a fubilitu- 
tion ; the other 4,000,000, it was calculated, could, otic with another, confume three pounds 
of tea each in the year, for each pound of which they, at this time, paid on an average as. yd. 
duty: this duty, or the principal part of it, being taken off, they could, of courfe, afford to 
pay to a fubffituted tax, which was propofed to be railed in the following manner: 

On every houfe with feven windows, and which lioufc was ally rated to the houfe tax, it 
was intended to lay an additional tax of 3s. and fo on charging 8s. for every houfe of eight 
windows,—9s. for thole R>f nine windows,—10s. 6d. for thole of ten windows, and icon 
adding as. 6d. for each window up to twenty-four,—and if ill riling up to one hundred and 
eighty windows, for which 20I. per annum fhouid be paid over and above the duty at prefent 
paid on windows and hoofs. I his regulation was calculated to pioducc aoove 700,cccl.; I o 
that with the new duty on tea, the produce would be near 900,000!. According to this plan, 
thercfoie, it appeared that the public revenue would be a confiderahie gainer, and, at the lame 
time, the people would have no reaton to complain ol additional buruens. As for example : 
an houlc which Ihould be rated at 10s, 6d. would contain a number of inhabitants fufficicnt to 
ton! ume fuch a quantity of tea, as, from its reduced ptice, would mote than indemnify them 
from the additional duty. 

In England, Scotland and Wales," it was calculated that there were about 699,058 houfes, 
which might be divided into the following different claifes: 286,293 houfes under 7 windows, 
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1704 211,483 houfcs, from 8 to 10 windows ; 38,324, of 11 ditto; 24,919, from 12 to 13; 67,652, 
from 14 to 19; 5 ’,652, of 20 windows and upwatds; and 17,732 houfcs in Scotian:!. Of 
tliei'c, about 200,000, as heing cxcufcd from the houfc tax, would pay nothin to this new 
tax, and the inhabitants, be'1114 of the poorer fort, would he wholly delivered Iro 11 the duty 
on tea. The great benefits, therefoie, that would a rife ftom this new rrgii.ihcm, would be 
the checking, or rather the abiblurc ruin of the fniugglmg trade,—that the fair trader would 
be relieved, in a great mcafure, from the difagrceable vilits of cxc.ifc officers, and that the lull 
India Company would po fill's the very great advantage of fupplying the whole kingdom with 
tea inftead of Id's than otic half ; or, in other words, would find a vent f r 13,000,000 Jbs, 0 f 
tea, when at piefent it docs not difpofe of quite 6,000,000 : the Company alfo, would lu tcby 
be enabled to take 20 additional large lhips into their fervice, which would find employ for 
2,000 fcamcn, a circumftance in itl'eif of great national importance. Such a plan, therefore, 
which, while it encrcafcd the public revenue, produced a faring to the people, was furclv cal¬ 
culated to meet the approbation of Parliament, and of the nation at large. It was certainly 
not the intereft of the India Company, having the market of tea exclufivelv, to avail them- 
fclvcs of their monopoly to raife the prices of that article, bccaufe the lmugglers who had 
hitherto carried on their trade again!! the high duties, would then carry it pn again!! the hi-h 
prices; nevertlielefs, that the peop!^ might not be left at the mercy of the Company, it was 
prbpofed that, if ever the price of tea, at their iales, firould exceed a given pi ice, that the por's 
of the kingdom Ihould then be thrown open for the importation often ftom the contincn\ 
Such were the principles on which the motion was founded for detetmining the duties on 
teas, and which was followed by various refolutions, that ferved as the foundation of the act 
fince known by the name of the Commutation A£l. 

The principal objection to this bill, arofe from the idea that it abandoned a certain national 
income of near a million per annum, upon an uncertain expectation of benefiting the revenue 
by putting an end to the practice of fmuggling, and to make amends for the defalcation by 
laying a tax of a very unpopular and oppreffivc nature. But the arguments ufed in fupport m' 
this objeffion, were by no means fufficient to obilruft the progrefs, or alter the fotm of a 
meafurc, which had fuch great public advantages in view. 

That this bill gave up the exitling duties and cxcife on teas was undoubtedly true, but it 
propofed to Jay another duty in lieu of them ; and it propofed an additional tax on windows, 
not as a new tax, but as a commutation for the portion of the duties on tea that it gave, 
up,—and the reafon for fuch a regulation was to check the pernicious and dellructive practice 
of fmuggling. The great and alarming extent to which that illicit trade had arrived, was well 
known to every one; while the conlequences it threatened to the revenue, to commerce, and 
to the kingdom in general, were fo feriou?, and of fuch magnitude, that it. became highly m- 
cellary to take fome effl&ual meafuresto check, if not to prevent tlte continuance of fmugglinf- 
With fuch a view this bill was framed, and there was every reafon to expeft that it would 
go further toward?’cxtinguilhing the practice of fmuggling, than any meafurc that had ever 
been propofed or adopted for its prevention. Tea was the great bafts of the fmuggler’s trade : 
if, therefore, that dlcutial article of illicit traflic was taken out of their hands, there was the 
greateft reafon to believe that fmuggling would be carried on, at mol!, to a very trifling and 
ineonfidctablc extent. In order, therefore, to effeft this necclfary and beneficial purpofc, the 
bill propofed to lower the exiiling duties on tea, and to reduce them in fuch a degree as fhouiu 
enable the fair trader to rival the fmuggtcr. 
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1784 As the duties of cuftoms and excife flood at this time, they amounted to about 50 per cent, 
on the value of teas of all dcfcriptions; and, according to the prefent bill, thofc high duties; 
would he lowered to about a fourth part of that amount,—a reduction that would leave the 
fmugglcr f6 little room for profit, that it would not be worth his while to run the rifk to 
which his illicit trade would be expofed, for the chance of obtaining the fmall profit that could 
be gained by his dealing any longer in tea. Every trade, licit or illicit, depends altogether 
upon the proportion of profit fet againft the proportion of rilque and probable lofs, and if this 
bill fhould fuccced, by leflening the one and incrcafing the other, in the contraband commerce 
which it is intended to correft, there could be no doubt of its immediate happy effefls. 

It is very true that tea, from the Revolution to the prefent time, has been confidered as a fit 
object of taxation; nevcrthelefs, the duties upon that article might be carried to a point, that 
would in a great degree deftroy themfelves, as well as alii ft in decreafing other branches of the 
revenue. There is a medium in every thing, a point to which it might be prudent to go, but 
beyond which it would be extremely unwife to proceed. This was precifely the cafe with tea, 
the high duties upomt gave fo much profit to the finuggler, that it was the bafis of his traffic, 
and all the regulations that had hitherto been devifed, were proved, by conftant experience, to 
be infufficicnt to prevent the fmuggler from making it an article of his illegal commerce, when 
1uch a profit might be derived from it. The only poffrble wav, therefore, of curing the evil, 
was to reduce the duties: nor would that reduction be attended with fuch a deficiency on the 
r evenue arifing from the article itfelf, as had been ftated by fonre of the enemies to this bill; 
becaufe the new revenue arifing from the diminiflred duty, ad valorem , was not to he calculated 
upon the quantity of teas that paid the prclent duties, but upon an infinitely larger quantity, 
as it was perfectly rcafonahlc to fuppoic, that, when the duties were fo much lowered as to 
render it no longer worth the fmugglcr’s attention to deal in tea, what was now run into the 
kingdom, would then be fairly imported, and would add to the revenue by the proportion of 
the increafe of duties which would, in that cafe, he paid. 

With regard to the tax on windows, it is fufficicnt to obferve, that it is not propofed by the 
bill as a new tax, but as a commutation, and which might reafonabiy be relied on for its pro¬ 
duce, bccaufc it is nothing more than an extenfion of a tax already cxifting, the efficacy and 
produ&ivenefs of which is a matter of indubitable notoriety. This bill might be confidered as 
a kind of experiment, but was fuch an one as promifed to be very beneficial to the public, by 
at once preferving and fupporting the revenue, and extending the commerce of Great Britain. 

This bill met with no inconfidcrablc opposition in its way to the throne; but the fucceh 
with which its operations have been attended, and the very beneficial effects it has produced 
to the public revenues, as welt as the many other advantages which arc conrie&ed with it, will 
render it a monument to the honour of the minifter who framed it for the fervicc of his 
country. 

The Commutation Ad was, however, only part, though a very principal one, of the fyftcm 
which Mr. Pitt had formed to check the progrefs, and, if poffible, to annihilate the practice of 
finuggling; another bill was brought into the Iloufc during this fefiion, to aid that beneficial 
purpofe. The objc&s of this bill were,—to extend the diftancc from there at which feizurvs 
fhould be lawful,—to prohibit the building veffels of certain dimenfions, and lire arming them 
beyond a certain extent,—and to introduce other regulations tending to the fame general 
objeft. 

Vox.. IV. 4 A 
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17S4 In the committee upon this hill, which fat on the nth of July, a confLvrabk- debate tool- 
place on the regulations, rcndeiing the owners of fhips amenable for the mifeonduft of th- 
mariners, which had been originally introduced by the afls of 1779 and [781, and which were 
prcl'erved by the prelent mcafure. The injuiticc of fuel) a piovifion, which made the faults 0 f 
the fervants to redound upon the mailer, was to annex impunity to guilt and punilhnirnt to 
innocence ; fo that the hardfliip fell upon the fair trader, to the cxdufion of fuch as wete con¬ 
cerned in articles of illicit commerce. Mr. Baring and Mr. Atkinlbn, two gentlemen who 
were concerned in a very extenfive lusc of commerce, declared, that fitch yvas the iniquity ot 
thefe laws, as to determiue them, as ioon as pollible, to ccafe to have any concern in the article 
of (hipping. In confequcncc of thefe reprefentarions, Mr. Bin brought up a claufc, the 
it ft of which was, to have it declared by a competent authority, whether a iVi/.uie of a veihl 
lliould be perlilled in and profecuttd in the Court of Exchequer to forfeiture undercut::,", 
calcs; fuch as when a ijuantity ot contraband goods vyas found on board, to fo triilin * an 
amount as to make it evident that the owner could have no concern in the bulindl, and to 
render it probable that even the mailer was. ignorant of the goods being concealed. This 
claufc cettainly tended, in a great degree, to remove the fears find epprehenlions of the lliio 
owners and merchants, who, as the laws then flood, were cxpoled to very great hardihips, 
from the illegal conduct of the lailprs employed to navigate their fhips. The ditlance from 
fliort at which a leisure ihould be confidered as legal was extended to lix leagues. 

As this bill purported to difarm the fmuggling vciills, and to increafc the limits within 
which they were liable to forfeiture, and all this in addition to other racafuies intended to 
lower the duties on the articles which form the halls of their trade, it was more than probable, 
that fuch a combination of rcilriflivc mealures would force manv thoufands of able ilamm 
and aflivc I.mdfraen. either to live in a Hate of defperate rapine, or to throw themfeives into 
the arms of Ibicign countries, unit-Is the humanity and wifdom of Parliament would give tn • u 
encouragement to come home into the dais of honcfl and indutliious citizens. On til; 
humane, jnlb, and uife principle, a clank* was added to the bill, providing for the indemnity 
of fuch offences as ihould have been committed previouily to its palling into a law. 

Jn this ftliion, bef.-ie the two bills already mentioned, a third bill palled into a law for 1 
rcgulttion of the duties upon l-iiitilh ipint-i. and to difeontinue, f«>t a limited time, ceib.in 
imports upon rum and spirits import' d from lire Well Indies, he.; which three bilis com¬ 
prehended the whole plan of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, upon the i’ubjcfl ot luiuggiin.;, 
fo far as >1 was now fubmirteti to Parliament. 

The r.eceffity of allowing a fee intercom fe between the Sugar Colonics and the Turn d 
States of A merit a, in American bottoms, had been very much infilled on by many f; l the 
Weft India platters and merchants. Me fhal! thcicforc giro a futement of the allqtati ‘.if 
and evidence produced, arid tire opinions of merchants and other pu forts given to the tlm.r 
j-rittee of Council, extract'd from their report ol the 31ft of May, in this year, on hi;. Ma- 
udlv’s o:der of rcfetcncc of the 8th ol It'll Mai ;d>, n.ade upon the reprefeuration of the V,. f 
l.idia ol ante rs. fee. purporting to ftiew the dinrdi'ld Hate of I,is Majclly's Sugar Colonies, by 
the , v*et.itioii of bis X] :l |>\’« order of Council of the fecund of July, 17 S3. 

TIT :• i.rcfiu.tati'sn contains the four follow.ng allegations : 

“ in f; , T :•«.! !.is M.ry.t -,’r .Sugar Colonic-.- are at prcfint in fo great dirt refs for want of a 
free jut* o.ou- lc ht tln-iti and the United Slates <*; Amciica, by American Jhips, that not 
a moment Ihould be loll in grrmlTg them f'uither relief. 

a “ Secondly, 
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1784 “ Secondly, That the fupplies derived to the faid Sugar Colonies from the dominions of 

the (aid United Stater, are, in many inftances, and at many feafbas of tire year, not to be 
had from any other country, at any price whatever; and that in many other inftancc.% fucli 
fupplies ate not to he had from any other places, but at prices wholly ruinous. 

“ Thitdlv, That the navigation between the North American Colonies and his Majc fly’s 
Sugar Colonies, cannot he effectually carried on by Hritilh fhip®, on account of the heavy tx.- 
penec, uncertainty and delay of fuch circuitous navigation, beyond that which would attend 
thedireft navigation in American fhips. 

“ Fourthly, That the planters in his Majefiy’s Sugar Colonics can no otherwife pay for 
the fupplics received from the dominions of the laid United States, than by the produce of 
their eFates ; which produce, in many inftanccs, docs not find any adequate vent in Great 
Ihitain, and if not taken off by the North Americans, would remain a dead weight upon all 
the reft of the produce of the laid Sugar Colonies.” 

The proofs offered in fuppoil of, and againft thefe allegations, form a mafs of inftniction 
on the fubjeft of our colonial commerce, which is not to be derived from any other fource. 

In fnp port of the firft allegation, an addrefs of the aflembly of Jamaica was produced to prove 
the fcarcity of ftaves, pine boards, plank, and building timber, as well as the votes or the 
affcmbly to prove the exorbitant price of Hour. In Antigua, it was made to appeal-, that in 
October, 1785, provifions were rii'en nearly 50!. per cent, and that the negro provifions and 
lumber were at a very high price. Evidence was aifo brought to prove, that upon the* arrival 
of the order of Council, in the island of Karbadocs, lumber role inifantly from about 7!. to up. 
currency per thoufarul feet. A letter was alio produced from Grenada, dated February 28th, 
17H4. Fating, that every article of lumber was at a war price , and the lame kind of evidence 
was offered to prove a iimiiar fcarcity at St. Chnilopher’s and Tor tola. 

The following ahllratfl of the curre'nt prices of lumber and provifions at Kingfton in Jamaira, 
as puhiiihed in the Kingfton Gazette ; and aifo an account of the prices of the laid articles 111 
time of peace, was tranl'mitted to the Committee, at tlr. ir tlefire. 

Flour per 
Darrel cj 
196 lbs, 

1 

I. 

10 to 4 o 

-- pu I >1 i!lu*d. 

•- October 1 8, 6 15 to 7 o 

- November 8,3 5 to 3 15 

1784, January 31, r t5 to i 5 
—■— February / 1, 1 1 15 

- 28,11 J: 

-- March 20, 11 ts 

i 

Common peace j , , 

prices about i ; ■ ; 
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1784 And in the letter of the chairman, tranfmitting this account, it is laid, that proviflons of 
all kinds are of fo pcrifhable a nature in the Weft Indies, and the confumption both of pro- 
vifions and lumber fo immenfe, that, unlcfs the authoril'ed channels of lupply are opened, the 
clandeftine ones are not to be relied upon as fufficient to proteft the illands from being again 
reduced to diftrefs, in the courfc of a very few weeks. 

In oppofition, however, to thefe fafts, particularly in what regards the prefent ftate of the 
ifland of Jamaica, there was evidence laid before the Committee to the following effeft. 

That from the return made of the imports into the l'evcral ports of the iiland, previous to 
the month of November, 1783, the apprehenfions of want in the articles of lumber, See. by 
no means warranted the pofitive and ftrong aflertions contained in the addrefs of the Affcmbly 
of Jamaica, to the Governor of that ifland; and that the Governor of Jamaica had made early 
and repeated applications to the governors of Nova Scotia and Canada, for an immediate 
fupply of fuch of the articles as were at that time wanted in the ifland, but which could not 
be expe&ed to arrive there to anfwerthe then demand. 

The diftrefs which enfued upon the publication of his Majefty’s order in Council, was ftated 
to be principally owing to the planters not having expe&cd that any reftriftion, in this refpeff, 
would take place; and having omitted, therefore, to make provifion of thofc fevcral articles 
by oilier means : for it is evident, from the abftraft of prices current as before ftated, as well 
as from other evidence, that, in the fpace of about ten weeks, the prices of lumber and pro- 
vifions began gradually to fall in the ifland of Jamaica, and continued falling very confidcrahly 
to the 20th of March laft : and further, that from the 12th of December, 1783, to the 17th 
of March, 1784, incluflve, 75 Britifti vefiels, navigated according to law, had arrived at 
Kingfton, with cargoes of lumber and proviflons; all which vefleis, except about ten, came 
from the ports of the United States. That thefe ftiips brought to Kingfton 18,000 barrels of 
flour,—559,030 ftaves and heading,—796,233 feet of boards, fcantling, &c.—and 1,450,790 
lhinglcs: and it was obferved, that 18,000 barrels of flour arc equal to the confumption of the 
iiland for nine months. 

There was alio laid before the Committee the following account of prices current at King¬ 
fton, on the 20th of March, as tranfmitted from thence. 


Articles. 


Prices 

£■ 

current. 

s. d. 

Prices Jlerlin g. 

£■ U d. 

Superfine Philadelphia flour, 

per barrel — 

1 

10 

0 

I 

1 

5 

Common ditto. 

per ditto 

1 

7 

6 

O 

19 

7 

Ship bread, per cwt. 

— — 

1 

5 

0 

O 

>7 

jo: 

White oak ftaves and headings, per thoufand 

’3 

0 

0 

9 

5 

8-1- 

Red oak ftaves. 

per ditto 

10 

0 

0 

7 

2 

101- 

Pitch Pine boards, 

per ditto 

12 

0 

0 

8 

XI 

5 

Yellow Pine ditto, 

per ditto 

10 

0 

0 

7 

2 

10J 

Common boards, 

per ditto 

8 

0 

0 

5 

14 

3v 

Common fliingles, 

per ditto 

1 

5 

0 

0 

*7 

10J 

Mefs beef and pork 

per ditto 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

10'- 

Butter — 

per pound 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8i 

Spermaceti candles 

per ditto 

0 

2 

6 

0 

2 

6 

Evidence was alfo given to the committee, by two eminent merchants 

who had refided many 


years in Jamaica, that they never recollefted the article of flour being fo cheap, as at this very 

period, and that many of the other articles would liayc been thought very reafonablc, even be- 
0 foie 
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j 784 fore the war, particularly {laves: and as the prices of thefe articles at Philadelphia, efpccially 
of white and red oak Haves, had arifen, during and fince the war, more than double; it was 
inlcired, that, in proportion to the firfl coil in America, they were at this time cheaper at 
Jamaica than before the war. 

The Committee alfo obtained from the fame authority the following average prices oflum- 


ber and provilions at Kingflon, for ten years; previous 

to the war. 




Medium, 

• 


c- 

s. 


i. 

c 

S. 

Superfine flour per barrel, fuppofed to be 200 lb. 

from 

2 

9 to 

2 

»9 

2 

14 

White oak Haves from Philadelphia, per 1000 

— 

IO 

0 to 

14 

0 

12 

0 

Red oak Haves, per ditto, —. — 

—— 

8 

0 to 

12 

0 

IO 

0 

Common boards, per 1000 feet, —. 

.. 

7 

0 to 

IO 

0 

8 

IO 

Cyprcfs and yellow pine boards, — 

—— 

8 

0 to 

I 1 

0 

9 

IO 

Pitch, pine, fcantling and hoards — 

— 

9 

0 to 

12 

0 

10 

10 

Boflon fhingles, per 1000 feet, — 

— 

0 

15 to 

I 

5 

1 

0 

Cedar and cyprcfs fhingles, per jooo feet, 

— 

3 

0 to 

n 

IO 

3 

5 

Wood hoops from America, per loocf. 

■.—. 

5 

0 to 

8 

0 

6 

10 

Ditto from Great Britain, — 

— 

10 

0 to 

»5 

0 

12 

10 


Cj’ The prices of the before-mentioned articles arc very variable in Jamaica. The above 
arc whoiefalc medium prices ; the rctait ones would he proportionabiy higher. 

Flour, before the war, was ufually fold by the 100 lb.—it was never under 20s. the 100 lb. 
frequently as high as 35s. and 40s. and fometitnes 45s. 

White oak {laves from Philadelphia, with proportion of heading, the long thoufand of 
1200 ;—they had been known as low as 81 . and as high as 22!. 

Red oak Haves, the long thoufand ;—they have been known as low as yl. and as high as 20I. 

Common hoards, per 1000 feet;—they have been known as low as 5I. and as high as 15I. 

Cvpref'sand vellow pine boards, per 1000 feet,—they have been as low as 61 , and as high as 15!. 

Pitch, pine, fcantling and boards;—they have been known as low as 81 . and as high as 18I. 

Cedar and cyprefs fhingles, per 1000 het;—they have been known as low as 2I. 15s. and as 
high as 3I. 15s. 

To {hew, at one view, the difference in the prices current of lumber and provilions at 
Kingflon, on the 20th of March, and the prices of the fame article prior to the war, the Com¬ 
mittee inferted in their report the following tables : 

Comparative llatc of the pi ices current of lumber and provilions at Kingflon in Jamaica, on 
the 20th of March, according to the two accounts delivered into the Committee. 


/’ / K S 7 ACCOUNT. 

/;. £■ 

J. 

d. 

Superfine flour, per barrel of 196 lb. —• 

1 

15 

0 

White oak Haves, per 1000, — — 

*5 

0 

0 

Red oak ditto, per ditto, —- — 

12 

0 

0 

Common boards, per 1000 feet, — “ 

12 to 15 

0 

O 

Cedar, — — — —~ 

35 to 40 

0 

O 

Cyprcfs, — — — 

12 

0 

O 

Yellow pine, — — — 

>4 

0 

O 

Pitch pine fcantling, per 1000 feet, — 

18 

0 

a 

Shingles, Boflon, — — — 

2 

10 

0 

Cedar fhingles —- ■— «— 

s 

0 

0 

Wood hoops, per 1000, — — 

18 

0 

SE 

0 

COND 
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S E C 0 

A D 

A C C 0 U A T. 

£, 

5 . 

d. 

Superfine Philadelphia flour. 

per bullicl, — 

I 

IO 

o 

White oak flaves for heading 

P^ 

thou land. 

*3 

O 

o 

Red oak flaves, per ditto. 

- 

— — 

io 

o 

o 

Common boards, per ditto, 


— 

S 

o 

o 

Yellow pine, per ditto, 

— 

— 

20 

o 

o 

3’itch pine boards, per ditto, 


. — 

12 

o 

o 

Common fit ingles. 

— 

— 

I 

5 

o 


Comparative fi-.tc of the average prices of lumber and provifions at Kingfton in Jamaica, 
before the wav, according to the two accounts delivered in to the Committee. 


FIRST A C C 0 U A T. 






JITS. 

<nt. 

• 

£■ 

5 . 


£■ 

S. 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

Superfine flour, per barrel of 196 lbs, — 

1 

5 

to 

2 

5 

1 

l s 

0 

White oak flaves, per thoufand, — 

10 

0 

to 

12 

0 

11 

0 

0 

Red oak flaves, per ditto, — — 

8 

0 

to 

IO 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Common boards, per thoufand feet, — 

5 

0 

to 

IO 

0 

7 

10 

0 

Cyprefs and yellow pine, per dittc^ — 

6 

0 

to 

\ 2 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Pitch pine fcantling, per ditto, —- 

8 

0 

to 

22 

0 

to 

0 

0 

Shingles, Bofton, —- — 

2 

5 







Ditto, cedar, — — —- 

2 

l 5 

to 

3 

*5 




Wood hoops, per thoufand, — 

10 








SECOND ACCOUNT. 






Med A 



£■ 

s , 


£■ 


£■ 

s . 


Supet fine flour/ per barrel, — — 

% 

9 

to 

0 

19 

n 

14 

* t 

White oak flaves, Philadelphia, per thoufand. 

IO 

0 

to 

J 4 

0 

12 

0 

o 

Red oak flaves, per ditto, — — 

8 

0 

to 

1 2 

0 

IO 

0 

O 

Common hoards, per ditto, — 

7 

0 

to 

10 

0 

8 

10 

0 

■Cyprefr and yellow pine hoards — 

8 

0 

to 

11 

0 

9 

TO 

O 

Pitch pine, lcantli-ng and boaids — 

9 

0 

to 

12 

0 

10 

IO 

u 

Shingles, Bofton, — — 

0 

*5 

to 

1 

6 

1 

O 

O 

Ditto, cedar and cyprefs, — — 

3 

0 

to 

3 

10 

3 

5 

O 

Wood hoops from America, — 

.5 

0 

to 

8 

0 

6 

10 

O 

Ditto, ftorn Great Britain, — 

10 

0 

to 

ie 

0 

j'i 

10 

O 


To throw fomc light on thofe two contradictory accounts, the Committee continued to ex¬ 
amine certain merchants of great commercial knowledge and character, who declared, that 
they never confidercd tire prices current, publifhed in the KingRon Royal Gay-elte, as very 
exaft ; that they have known the actual prices to vary during the time that fire prices have ap¬ 
peared in the Gazette to be the fame. That betides they are generally the higheft retail prices, 
and at the longcft credit, which is commonly about twelve months. That the aforefaid prices 
current of the 2oth of March, weic agreeable to the prices Amt from their houte at KingRon 
in Jamaica, and were taken from real fates ; and that the difference between thefaidpra.es 
fent them, and thofe published in the KingRon Royal Gazette, arofc from the form* r being 
cargo prices, paid for in cafli, and that the latter were retail prices with profit and credit. 

It 
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It alio appeared to the committee, that neither Antigua, Barbadocs, or Dominica, had any 
real ground for apprehending a lcarcity of lumber, provifions, Ac. from his Majeity’s order 
in council. 

It iikewife further appeared, that a great part of the rum cades lately made ufe of in Jamaica, 
wcie puncheons that carried out dry goods from Great Britain, or puncheon packs ; that 
puncheon packs may he (hipped fiom London at 14s. llerling; and, including freight and 
charge of letting them up, will not coil: the plantei more than 25s. or 30s. each; which is as 
low a price as was known daring ten ycars'preceding the war. The current prices of white* 
oak Laves at 1 'hiLtU phia and London were alio nearly the lame ; being, at the former of thol'c 
places, hi. per thoufand ; and, at the latter, 61 . 55, 

In f'lpp.-ri of th c-fecund allegation, it was aliened, that the colonies of North America 
which ftiii remain under the dominion of Great Britain, were not capable of (applying the 
Wc-ft India 1 fluids with provilions and lumber in a degree proportionate to their wants. That 
the crops of wheat in Canada are very uncertain; and that during the late war, the army, 
amounting to no more than 15,000 men, was i'upplied entirely horn England.—That though 
the white o ik of Canada is very good tor ft.ivcs, the other fpeeics of lumber are of an inferior 
quality ; and that inch is the f.airily of hands in that colony to get wood, as to make the price 
oi labour to be from half :i dollar to a dollar per day. With tcfjvd to Nova Scotia, it was 
alleged, that though the mcrcafl- of inhabitants lately gone there, might, in time, lead to a 
j'upplv of grain, lumber, and the other articles from that colony, yet, at preienf, Nova Scotia 


itkbf is I'upplied with them from other parts. 

On the 01 her hand, it appeared from numerous rcfpeflabic authorities, that the province of 
Canada E able to csport groat quantities of wh at and flour, for the confuting!ion of the I'.ri- 
ti:h Wed India i(lands.—Thai fiom the year 1771 to 1775 inclusive, there was exported horn 
Canada annuallv. an avei.r.y: of 265.000 bufheh of wheat ; and that the Common pEcc of the 
rtaiti before the wav. did not exec-tl 30 per Iniihel ; and that, although various cattles c>~ 
overate.!, dmi.op. the war. to diminnh lire cultivation of the country, n > hear was imported, 
in ihe-t piti«.d, ioto Canada, except lot the ule fd the troops and In-iiatyx# 

It w...< alio Inthcr n-pKflnvd, that the expent.niun of grain from Cm.-.J1 will not ordv 

\\ cit India m.i: k: t i r s'. ui\.d to it; and that an annual < > port of 
viid".! upon from that courier: while, f.oni the eu fii-.n of y 

ill, in future, be much fmet, more lire ln<rn bran, and Jeter 


r d i f'% 

Int j 1 

• ■»/*% ■ : " 
,*> ' ” 1 

O bill!. 

rew it> 

iib., \ 

|.eita'u>n, ti. 

; a 11 d 5* 

e .1 lie: 

m.i ',n 

ur.s : : 

F oati"; 

v tmih 

It w 

as !«H 

Ivor ; a 

• lid tb# 

vi :rs. 

be a hi. 

can w: 

>.nt f:</i 

It al 

lb app 1 

lltets.r 
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n v ; - 
an 
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, than it had Inti-: rto been. Ir alio appealed, that meat quantities of Limber 
,{jVm.i C'-.ttnde. and the market of Qm bee, where it will he exchanged f u jL 
ati .1 ih.e.t th.c C inadianc have tyu lied to cut their lumber to me..! .;•!•. ant 
of a new v. onli tuition. 

.0; j mtlicr fated, that Neva Scotia will foon hr able to lap pie rii’J * / E.s of lum¬ 

ber ; and that if grant", t.f hind* arc properly f.eu’.ej to tie inlufouHs the.- w‘:\ in this-.: 
:rs, be aid- to (e.ir.ilh, at moderate puce-., mod of the .u 1..:ics witiJi the V* til India ilLnd.t 
1 want fn.r.i North America. 

h alio appealed to the Comm.ttec, that tl.etc were t.50-1:0 aeics in the iilmd of Cap • 
Ihcn.n can ibie of producing anv kind of Eu: c.pcan gt.'.m , tn it it abmuids abo with great 
.iuantitks of lumber, pine of every dimcnhoii, evk of vv.imt-: kinds, ails and elm, kc< h, 
lurch, and maple, which grow to gicat Landing; ; that thef; woods lie contiguous to the 
navigable livers : and mat there »uc a r e.i, nuiU..tr ol Aicani.. n, to cicci la.v- 

mi 


cuail, or on 
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1784 mills upon. If was like wife Hated, that the disadvantage to’which Canada is fubjefl in point 
of navigation, is reverfed with refpeft to Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, the navigation from 
thofc countries to the Weft India iflands being performed in a lefs time than from the ports of 
the United States. 

Bcfides thefe articles, tliere are others of which the Weft India iflands {land in need ; two 
of thefe are rice and Indian corn. The confumptiou of the firft in the Weft India iflands is 
very {mail, amounting, at an average of three years, to no more than 20,563 barrels annu¬ 
ally. It is well known that rice cannot be produced either in Canada or Nova Scotia. Indian 
com is a more ncceflary article ; and the quantity imported into our Weft India iflands, at an 
average of three years, is 401,464 bufhcls annually. It appeared, however, that a great deal 
of Indian corn was now grown in Nova Scotia, and that the cultivation of it was encreafing; 
and although the grain might not be fo large and fine as that which is produced in the fouthcrn 
parts of America, it may anfwer the fame purpofc nearly as well: at all events, Canada and 
Nova Scotia produce all the fubftitutes for Indian corn, viz. peas, beans, barley, oats, and 
potatoes, at the moft rcafonable rates ; with which, except potatoes, the planters, daring the 
laft war, fed their negroes. It was alfo expe&ed, that, in a fhort time, great quantities of 
Indian Corn, of the fineft fort, would be produced in the Bahama iflands, from whence the 
navigation is very cafy and fhort to the Weft India colonies. Thefe iflands may iikewife be 
fuppli live-ftock from Nova Scotia, from whence the Britilh army was plentifully 

fumilhed while it was at Bofton. As for failed beef and pork, bcfides that of Canada and 
Nova Scotia, the Weft Indies may be fupplied with thofc articles in plenty, and, all circum- 
ftances confidered, at ^cheaper rate, and of a fuperior quality, from Great Britain and Ireland, 
particularly from the latter; as the falted pork and beef from America is of anopen texture, and 
more fubjeft to decay in hot climates. Another very important article of provifion, which 
the Weft Indies require, is dried and pickled fifli; and very fufficient reafons were Hated for be¬ 
lieving that the whole fupply can be furnilhcd by one or other of the fifherics of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and thofc of Newfoundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia. The quantity impor¬ 
ted into the Britifh Weft India iflands, is 159,669 quintals of dried fifh annually. 

In fupport of the third allegation, the planters and merchants urged, that before the iuil 
war, more than three parts in four of the fhips employed in carrying on the commerce be¬ 
tween the Britifh Weft India iflands and North America were American; and they produced 
two accounts, by which it appeared, that the number of fhips fo employed in the year 1772, 
amounted to 1,208, of which only 13 came from the colonies now under the dominion of bis 
Majefty; that is, five from Canada, fix from Newfoundland, and two from Nova Scotia.— 
They inferred alfo, from the number of vefllls being fo great, that their tonnage mull have 
been fmall; and, confequently, they could not be Britifh flaps employed in the American 
trade, which are very fcldom of lefs burthen than 250 or 300 tons. They produced alfo ano¬ 
ther paper, to fhew, that of 561 fail, which entered at the port of Kingfton, in Jamaica, in 
the year *774, 131 were Britifh-buiit, and 422 American-built. They alfo declared, that 
upon an experiment made for two or three fucceflivc years, of carrying on the trade by a cir¬ 
cuitous voyage, that is, by fending fhips from England to America to take in lumber, and 
carry the fame from thence to the iflands, it was found not to anfwer. 

On the contrary, from the evidence of many eminent merchants trading to North America 
and the Weft Indies, as well as other perfons who had been employed in his Majcfty’s fervicc 
in America, it appeared, that there never was a period in which this country was better pre¬ 
pared than it is at prefent to enter into any new branch of the carrying trade. 
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' 1784 It was alfo Bated, that the owners of BritoT) vcflils concerned in the ".VcA India trade, have 
Ioiig laboured, under "mat disadvantages, ftoni the difficulty of procuring outward freights for 
their veiled 1 ! ; but .that now, l>v going fir!' to North America, and front thence to the Welt 
Indies, and fo home, they will he fine of two freights, and -perhaps three, infUad of lithe 
more than one, and with very fmail addition'll charges in the payment of learnen’s wages and 
port duties. That though the ihips employed in the Wert India trade from the port of Len- 
don, called cflahliliied ihips, have not hitherto engaged in this circuitous commerce, Ihips 
from the out-ports were frequently concerned in it. It was and observed. that rise number of 
Blips which b.izcd the opportunity of going from North Am.-tict to the Weft India dlinds 
with lumber and provifions, on the Bril notice of the order of council, i? a dear that 

this branch of commerce is profitable. It was bolides alferted, that, at this time, there we:e 
ten large Ihips from the port of London already deftined for this circuitous track*; and that 
t!m*c others wcic preparing for the fame purport-, whole chief objeft was to freight from 
America to Jamaica ; and that theft* Ihips would go from hence even in ballart, if a freight 
outwards could not be obtained. It alfo appeared, that betides the ihips above-mentioned, 
there were twelve hr,I of Ihitilh (hips etlablilhed at Jamaica* for carrying on the trade between 
that bland and the contiiu'nt of America, with others intended to lie fitted out; to which may 
In add.-d the ihips of Canada and Nova Scotia, which will he employed in this trade. It was 
at the fame time proved, that many Ihip-carpcnters had fettled in Nova Scotia,’’Tor the pur¬ 
port* of Ihip-hmlJing ; and it the trade to the Welt Indies lliouid he confined to Riitiih Ihip- 
ping, there is no doubt but many more perfons of the fame defeription would be induced to 
fettle in Nova Scotia, where they will find timber ol evety fort fit for Blip-building , and as 
the tide itt the bay ofFundv tiles very high, the harbours of that country are better calculated 
fin building Blips than anv of the continent of North America. It was alfo obferved, that 
bvfue the war, Ihips of between two and three hundred tons were built in Canada, for which 
purport' they have timber in plenty; and that the intercourfe between the Writ Indies and 
A111c 1 ;ca would be a til tied by Boons belonging to the Bermuda and Bahama tfiands, which h.r.e 
ahvnvs had a principal (hare in this tiade. 

In lupport of the fourth allegation, the planteis and merchants produced accounts to (hew, 
that, bdidc.s (mailer articles, there was exported to North America, in the year 1773, 3,776 
bngfheaJs of fugar, and 3.1,265 puncheons* of rum and, in the fucceeding year, 5,325 hogs¬ 
heads of fugar, and 43,488 puncheons of runt.— -They alleged, that the Americans then took 
from the I’ritilh Weft India Blands their produce, in payment for nearly the amount of what 
they impotted. 

In oppolition, however, to this, it w. s very Brongly Bated, that the confining the inter¬ 
com lc with our Well India Blands to Britilh llnp-i, will be a means ot iecunng to the planters 
a gtcaret export of their produce, than it the Ihips of the Lotted States were allowed to come, 
as formerly, to the ports of out* iflands. It was alfo aborted, that though the Wert India mer¬ 
chants and planters leaned to imagine, that beion* the war, the Americans took Irotn the 
Brililh Well India iflands their produce, in payment tor nearly the amount of what they im¬ 
ported, ttte balance was in favour of the vlmeiictvns 300,000!. : lor tlic annual average value 
of imports from North America into the iflands, as eilimated at the port, ol importation, 
freight included, amounted to 720,000!.; while their exportation to North America, freight 
iiK luded, was only 420,000!. 
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It alfo appeared, from the moll refpeftable teftimouies, that the Americans never took, iri 
payment of their cargoes, more than a ini a 11 part of the produce of our inlands ; and that, ia 
particular, the Americans trading to Jamaica, before the war, ufed to take produce of that 
i/hnd, in payment lor provilions and lumber imported there, in nearly the following propor¬ 
tions : — 

The fouthern provinces, about one-half, or rather more ;—the balance in dollars. 

The middle provinces, about one-fourth ,—balance in dollars and {Id ling bills of exchange. 

The northern, or New England government, not above one-tenth ;—balance in doilais. 

So unwilling were the Americans to take the produce of the Hritifli islands, that, when they 
fold their lumber and provilions in exchange for produce, and not for caih, they generally de¬ 
manded an higher price : it may be, therefore, rcafonably expected, that when the trade is con¬ 
fined to our own {hips, there wilfbe a greater exchange of produce for produce. 

The rcfult of this important enquiry is the fatisfaftory conviftion, that by prohibiting or 
obibufting the intercourfe between the continent of America and the Weft India iflands, the 
people of the United States will fuffer more than his Majcfty’s fubjefts ; that their lumber and 
provilions muft perifh on their hands; and that the Britifh iflands may be furniflicd with 
thofe articles without their affiftance. 

It may alfo be proper to add, that by the clearances of the cuftom-houfe at Kingflon, in 
Jamffifea, it appears that 18 fail were cleared for different ports in America, in the fpacc of one 
month, viz. from the 20th of February to the 20th of March, chiefly laden with the produo 
of the Britifh. Weft Indies ; which is double the number of vcflels that, in any former period; 
cleared out in that voyage in fo fliort a time. Fifteen Britilh-built veliels, navigated accoidim 
to law, and chiefly from America, entered the port of Kingflon, during the laid period, lade; 
with 1,433 bands of flour; 1,729 boards and fcantlings ; 151,052 ftaves and headings 
264,600 thingies ; and 72,300 feet of lumber :—Befides which, five vcflels froai the Muiquitr 
fhore brought 492 planks, and i,t 10,000 feet of mahogany ; nojr is the importation at tli- 
out ports of that ifland included in this account. »i 

From hence a very promifing conclufion may be drawn, that, inftead of lofingthe America; 
market, wc lhall fell to the United States a greater quantity than we did before the war ; efpc 
cially as the Americans, from the want of the fpecie or bills which they formerly took Iron 
our iflands, and from other caufes, will not be enabled to trade to the foreign iflands as the 
ufed to do. 

The order of council of the 26th of December, 1783, to continue the temporary a| 
which palled the preceding feflion for regulating the commerce of. Great Britain with the Un 
ted States of America, (vide p. 516.) expiring the 20th of April, ill this year, it was a,*ai 
continued to an unlimited period ; as this aft was found to anfwcr every pur pete intended b 
the framers of it. 

The affairs of the Fall India Company were opened in the new Parliament by a petitio 
from them, prefented on the 26th or May, pra\ mg the Houfe of Commons to grant the 
lurh relief as the lnuauon ol their aflVirs might appear to demand. On this orcafion it w 
moved, that the din-ftor.s lav bcfoic the Houfi. the information they might have received fin 
their having up their rroort. of the 16th o! February. Ill confequcncc of this mofio 
afccond report r!>, prek-ntal by them on the 5ft of June, and, together with the precedm 
immediately reft 1 red to the cotifidcmtion of a fcloft committee. This committee was couf 
tuted in the fame manner as that of the bill Parliament, with 110 other variation than fuch 
2 1 
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1784 bad been made necefTary by the genera! eleflion. The report of die committee was completed 
and prefented to Parliament on the sad inftant, and taken into confidcration by a committee 
of the whole Houle on the ad of July. 

In the mean time, a bill was introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to allow the 
Company to divide 4 per cent, for the half year concluding with Midl1.11111.cT, 1 7/liter 
fome oppofition in both houl’es, as well as font e alterations in its it. u.'.Iulc, it itwived die 
roval alient. 

On the 2d of July, the day appointed fof taking into coufjdc’.atiort the. report of th<- felc.fl 
committee, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to bring in a h?i! f u tin- telief 
of the load India Company. This bill had for its object the id pile of duties, pavn-em of 
bills, and the afcertainment of di vidend. Tlie duties were to be paid !>v in!b.Intent at :>. id- 
furamcr and Chriitmas 1785. Provition was made for the bills already ace.-pted 01 a«n minced. 
The defign of the bill, as it related to the dividend, was to enable the Company to aft . n a 
certain bafis, without applying, from time to time, for any authority whatever. More than, 
one qqellion of confiderablc importance was involved in the debates that took place in the pro- 
grefs of this bill : it was examined how far the honour of Parliament was pledged hv the triea- 
fure before them ; what was the. true Hate of the finances of the Company ; and what was t lie 
merit of the principle upon which the mealure under difcuiiion proceeded. Thde queilious 
were ferioufly debated, and feme amendments propoled, which being negatived, the hi I i pro¬ 
ceeded in due courfe to the royal alfent. 

But all thefe meafures were preparatory and fubordinatc to the bill of regulation that was 
moved for by Mr. Pitt on the 6th of July, and which, from the very great importance of its 
objerft, demanded the moll ferious attention of the nation. The defigns which in the plan of 
the late Secretary of State were to be didributed into different bills, were, by Mr. Pitt, fub- 
mitted at once to the uninterrupted attention of Parliament. This idea was profciFcdly adopted 
by the minifter, in order that the connefl ion between the different parts of his fvftein might 
be fully fccn. This was at once to conllitute a new form of government at home, and to re¬ 
gulate the different presidencies abroad,—to provide for the happinefs of the natives,—to put 
an end to all mifundcrilandings and controverfies,—and, laftly, by a more rigid mode of legif- 
lation, to exclude delinquency, and to inftitute a new judicature for the trial of offences com¬ 
mitted in India. 

Under the firft head of the bill now introduced into Parliament, its provifions were neatly 
coincident with tlaofe of the bill originated by Mr. Pitt in the !aH feflion of the preceding Par¬ 
liament : (vide p. 507.).the few alterations made, uniformly tended to enlarge the powcis of the: 
board of controul. It was permitted it, in urgent cafes, to oiiginatc meafures, as well as to 
revife, correft, and alter thofe of the directors. In matters relative to pence and war, where 
fccrc-fy was a principal objefl, it was alio allowed to fend its orders din flly to India, without 
communicating them to the court of direflors ; and to the commanders in chief, without the 
knowledge of the refpeftivc prdklencies. It then proceeded, as had been done by the former 
bill, to regulate the number of perfons conllituting the different councils of Bengal, Fori St, 
George, and Bombay. 

With refpeft to the government abroad, in the firft place, it gave an nbfoiute power to the 
governor-general and council of Bengal to originate orders to the infciior presidencies, in 
cafes that did not interfere with the direflions which had already been received from Great 
Britain ; and added a power of fufpenfion, in cafe of difobedicnce. The fupreme council 
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1784 were foi bid Jen, unlefs any of the Princes of India fhould have firit commenced or.contem- 
platrd hortilities againfl our fettlcments, to enter upon war, or to form an offenfivc treaty, 
■without orders from borne. The inferior councils were prohibited, in all common cafes, to 
form alliances ; and, in urgent cafes, they were commanded to infcit a provifiona] claufe, tcn- 
deiing the permanency of the alliance dependent upon the confirmation of the governor- 
general. Intelligence of every important tranfaclion, in all cafes, was commanded to be fent 
home immediately ; and each fervant of the Company, in any of its fettlcments, was required 
to trail fmit accounts of every confiderahlc tranfaction to the council of Bengal. 

Various regulations were added refpefling the debts of the Nabob of Arcot and the Raj ill 
of Tan’iorc to private individuals and to the Company. Enquiry was ordered to be made by 
the different piefidencics into the expulfions that might have been made of any of the heredi¬ 
tary fanners, and the oppreffive rents and contiihutions that might have been extorted from 
them ; and mcafures were diieftcd to be taken for their relief and future tranquillity. A fimi- 
lar examination was required to be made, in order to retrenchment, into the different cllab- 
liflimer.ts of our leulements in India, a report of which was to be annually laid before Parlia¬ 
ment. The Company were prohibited from fending out a greater number of cadets or write:;; 
than fhould he ahfolutely neceflary ; and it was ordered that the age of fuel) as were fent our, 
fhonld not be lefs than fifteen, nor more than twenty-two years. Promotions were comman¬ 
ded to be made in the order of feniority, unlefs in extraordinary cafes, for which the prelidcn- 
cies fhould make themfclves: fpccifically rcfponfible. 

Crimes committed by Engliffi fubjefts in any part of India, were to he cognizable by every 
Britifb couit of juftice, irt the fame manner as if they had been committed in our immediate, 
dominions. Prcients, except fucli as were merely ceremonial, were forbidden to be received, 
unlefs bv a counflilor at law, a phyftcian, a furgeon, or a chaplain, under the penalty of a 
conlifcation of the prefent, and an additional fine, in the difcrction of the court. Difobcdi- 
tucc of ordeis, and pecuniary tranfadlions contrary to the interells of the Company, vveie de¬ 
clared to be high crimes and mifdcmeanouts. Tlie Company were forbidden to interfere in 
favour of a:iv pcifon legally condemned of the above crimes, or to employ him in their f.i- 
vicc in future. The governors of the different prefidencies were permitted to imprifon any 
pirfon fuipefled of illicit corrcfpondcnce, and were ordered to fend them to England with all 
convenient fpeeJ, it their health would permit. 

Every pcifon ferving, or who fhould hereafter ferve in Tndia, and returning to England, 
■was required to give ill an citimate, upon oath, to the court of Exchequer, of his property, 
within two months after his arrival : one copy of which was to be kept in the court of Kx- 
' chequer, and the other at the Kail India fioufe. The board of controul, the court of Ji- 
rcftor.s, or any three of the proprietors whole flock fhould amount together to locol. were 
allowed to move the court of Exchequer to examine the validity of the account. The couit 
of Exchequer was required, in caie the aceulation appeared to them to be well founded, to 
examine the aceufed, upon oath, and to imprifon him until hefhall have anfwcred their inter¬ 
rogatories i1% » fatisfaftory manner. The whole property of every perfon who fhould neglect 
to give in fucli an account within time limited, or who-fhould have been guilty ofa ntif- 
rcprvfentation of that account, to the amount of 2000I. ftcrling, was ordered to be confifcated 
ten per cent, for tlic benefit of the informer or accufer, and the remainder to be equally divided 
between the public and the Company. Every perfon having been once employed in India, 

and 
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1784 and having afterwards refilled in Europe for the fpacc of {he years, unlefs for the redo ratio n 
ot his health, was declared to he incapable to be lent out again to that coimtrv. 

I he attorney-general, or the court of directors, was nuthoiifcd to file an information in 
the Court of King’s Bench again ft any perfon for crimes committed in India. 'J'hat court 
was empowered immediately’to imprifon or admit to bail the perfbn acceded : it was then or¬ 
dered, that within thirty days a certain number of Peers fhould be cI10fen" by the Houfe of 
Herds, and of memhers of the Houfe of Commons, by that Houle, to conttitute a judicature 
for the trial of the accufation. The court was finally to con fill of three judges, appointed by 
the crown, four Peers, and fix members of the Houfe of Commons; and the aceufed had a 
right to a peremptory challenge. The court was authonled to judge without appeal, and to 
declare the party convifted incapable of ferving the Eaft India Company: the punillmunts 
they were to award were fine and imprifonment; and in order to the proportioning the fine to 
the property of the convift, tiie court of Exchequer might, at the requifitioii of the attorney- 
general or the Company, examine him upon oath on that fubjeft : if he refufed toanfwcr their 
interrogatories, his property was direfted to be confifcatcd for the benefit of the King, and 
the court of Exchequer vvas further empowered to imprifon him during pleafure. Records in 
the court of direftors, and fuch otner written teftimony as fhould be approved by the courr, 
were ordered to be confidered as evidence, upon which they were author if ed to form their 
fcntencc. 

With refpeft to the laft head of this bill, Mr. Pitt declared, that from his extreme partiality 
to the prelent fyftcm of diftrihutivc juftice in this country, he could not bring himfelf to de¬ 
part from it for a moment without the greateft relit fiance. There was certainly fomething 
that looked like danger in the example of any deviation from the cftablilhed form of trial; hut 
it was evident that, at this time, throe was no regular mode by-which the delinquents in India 
could be brought to juftice. There feemed to be no alternative between the inlliturion of a 
new proccfs, or the continuance of offences, equally Blocking to humanity, ami contrary to 
every principle of religion and juftice. The ncceffity of the cafe outweighed the rifque of the 
innovation: befidcs, it fhould be confidered, that every man who went to India in fin me, 
would know the predicament in which he placed himfelf; and, in agreeing to give up foine of 
the moft cffential privileges of his couhtry, would do no more than a very numerous and ho¬ 
nourable body of men, the military, did daily, without the fmalleft impcu.hmcut of their 
chat-afters, or the purity of the motives that impelled their conduit. 

(dir the 161h of |nlv, a very long and violent debate tookplncc upon this bill, when ir was 
committed by a majority of 215,—276 being for going into the committee, and fit again it 
Though the Houfe of Commons feemed determined to fupport the bill on general principles, 
the great vasiety of objects occuilonrcd a great variety of opinion concerning the diiTercnr pairs 
of it. Some approved of the provilions for the iupptcfiion of future delinquency, who v.crc 
not equally partial to the new board of controul, or to the tegularions that related to the native 
Princes and Zemindats: while, on the contrary, many were de(irons that an experiment 
fhould be made of the kind of controul recommended by the minitte^ who bellowed their 
fevereft rqirobation upon the partial fufpenfion th|| was intioduccd of the trial by jury. In 
fhorr, the very rigid difeuffion which this important bill underwent in its progreb, produced 
a very genera] alteration in the claufes of it. 

The lirft amendment was intended to modify rite claule that empowered the board of con¬ 
troul to originate orders, by limiting the proceeding to the cafe of the court of direftors 
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1784 ncglcfiing to tranfmit dilpatchcs to tin? hoard, after fourteen clays notice, upon any fubjeft 
the board might think it neccflary Vo take up. To obviate the objeiVions that had been made 
to the claufe, impowei trig the hoard of controul to lend orders tlirreilyto India, without com¬ 
munication with the court of directors, it was ciudted, that that couit appoint a committee of 
fecrccy, not to exceed three perfons, with whom the boafd of -.controul might communicate 
thole orders. Thcclaufc, veiling the nomination of the fevctal connnaiideis in e’-iel at Ben¬ 
gal, Bombay and Madias, in the King, was expunged, anti thofe appointments left in the 
hands of the Company. The claufe, relent inff to the King a negative upon the appointments: 
of the directors, was alfo withdrawn. The claufe which obliged all pei fans returning front 
India to give an account of tlicir fortunes upon oath, was greatly changed and modified.— 
That pat t of the bill which deferibes the conflitution of the new tribunal, underwent confi- 
derablc alteration. As the claufcs flood at firfl, the bringing tlic accufatiou lay folcly with 
the Attorney General or the Company. In the place of which regulation, it was propofed to 
authorife any other perfon or perfons to move the Court of King’s flench for an information. 
It was alfo deigned to give that court power toifluc commifhons to the courts in India, for 
the purpoi'e of taking depofitions ; and thefe depofitions, together with the records of the dif¬ 
ferent prefidencies, were the only fpccics of written evidence to be allowed. Another material 
alteration regarded the formation of the tribunal. It was not to he cltofcn till the whole evi¬ 
dence was collcded, that was capable of being procured, or thought ncceffary to fupport the in¬ 
formation. To bring it nearer to the nature of a fpecial jury, it was intended to be appointed 
partly by ballot and partly by feicdlion ; and the profecutor was to have a right to challenge, 
'but not peremptorily. The right of nominating the judges was to he taken away from the 
crown, and each court was to be left to appoint one of its own bench. The laft amendment 
went to the exduiion of various perfons, fuch as the direftors of the Company, and pci forts 
returning from India, from the judicature that was to he ereded. Such were the principal 
amendments which this important bill underwent in its progrefs through the lower Houle, 
where it was finally palled on the 28th of* July, by a very great majority ; and after being ex¬ 
po fed to a vigorous oppofition in the Houfe of Lords, it was palled in that Houfe on the 9th 
of Auguft. 

As the fisheries of Scotland promife at length to become an objed of great commercial ad¬ 
vantage to the nation, wc cannot pafs over the preliminary attention which was paid to them 
at the clofe of this feflion of Parliament. 

t There is no doubt but that the Mieries in Scotland might he made extremely beneficial to 
the revenue, if proper care was taken to give them fuitablc encouragement. In order to attain 
this important end, and to remove all olaftacles to the immediate attainment of it, it was flated 
to the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Dempflcr, that a cuftom prevailed in certain d ill riels of 
Scotland bordering upon the fea, that was a part of the old feudal cuftoms which formerly pre¬ 
vailed univerfaiiy north of the Tweed, and which confided of 3 certain fuit and fervicc, cxclu- 
five of the rent, which the tenant was obliged to perform to the landlord, when particularly 
called upon for that purpofe. This cuftom was deferibed as a great hardfhip, as well as a 
great inconvenience to the tenants, jwpufe they were generally called upon to perform luit 
and fervice in the harveft time and during the fummer, which was the fcafon when they were 
moll bufiiy employed in the fiflieries. That gentleman, therefore, mentioned his defign to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to allow the tenants to compound for this fuit and fervice by 
a pecuniary commutation to the landlords, to be paid at the option of the tenant. By this 
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1784 means, the tenant who would employ himfclf to greater advantage on the filheries, would be 
enabled to pay a ceitain ftafed price in lieu of his fuit and fervicc to the landlord, and thus lave 
the time lie otherwile mull lofc. Mr. Dempftcr further faid, that it was not his intention to 
attempt to carry the bill through Parliament this lelhon, but merely, if leave were given to 
bring it in, to read it a fir ft time, and then to print it, meaning to fend it down to Scotland 
in that form, in order that the fctil'e of the country might he taken upon it; and in cafe it met 
with the concurrence of the parties mutually concerned in that end of the kingdom, to refume 
it next year and complete it. He concluded with moving, “ that leave be given to bring in a 
bill to allow tenants and fub tenants employed in the filhcries of Great Britain, to commute 
lor money all peifonal ferviccs, which they are bound to perform to their landlords. The 
motion was agreed to. 

On the 2,0th of Attguft, the King put an end to the leftron by a fpecch from the throne. 
He returned Parliament his wartneft thanks for their zealous and diligent attention to the 
public fervices. He predidled the happieft elFefls from the hill for tire better government of 
Jitdi.t:—he applauded the laws they had made for the piefcrvation and improvement of tire 
revenue :—he thanked the Commons for their provision for the arrear of the civil 11it:—he de¬ 
plored the unavoidable burthens of the people:—he noticed the definitive treaty with Holland, 
and the. peace concluded in India, and trufted that the prefent tranquillity would be of long 
continuance:—he adverted to the important obje&s with refpeft to trade and commerce, vet 
to be provided for; and lie expreifed his hopes that, on a full inveftigation of thofe important 
matters, fuch regulations would he framed, as might he calculated to promote the wealth and 
prof'perity of every part of the Britilh empire,. 

The following arret, which was published by the French court in this year, concerning the 
commercial intcrcourfe allowed to foreigners with the French Weft Indies, appears to give the 
fame advantages 10 the Britifti European and American dominions, as it does to the American 
ftates. It items to grant greater advantages, and to open the Flench iiluiuls more to ilrangus 
than any former ariet; but it permits, in fad, little mote than was allowed, though not al¬ 
ways publicly, before the war, except that certain European arlicies may now go dire ft I y 
there, without paflirg through the medium of the ports of France. A confiderable preference, 
however, is referved to the French {hipping and (idieries. This arret will ferve a!To to ex¬ 
plain in what manner the advantages give'u to the American States by Fiance have been mif- 
reprefented and exaggerated. 

Arret du Conseil d' EtAT du Roi, conccrnant h Commerce tit-anger data In hits 
Fran;oijcs dr TAnitriquc, du 30 /hut, 1784 . 

“ Article premier. L’Entrepot ci Jevant aftlgne au caieiiagc de Saintc Likic, fera in.iinfciiu 
pour Indite ills fculcmcnt, b il eu fera etabli trois uouvctuix aux ides du vent; (avoir tin A 
Saintc l’ierrc pour la Martinique, un a la Pointe-ii Pitre pour la Gaudafoupe Sr dept nd.inces, 
unit Scaiboroug pour Tobago. 11 en fera pateiilement divert trois pour Saint Domingue, 
lavoir un au Cap Francois, un.au Port-au-Prince, un aux Caves Saint Louis : celui quioiiftc 
au Mole Saint Nicholas duns la mciue colonic, fertjj& demeurcia fupprime. 

“ II. Pcrinet (a Majeftc, par provilion & jufqu’ a cc uu'il lui plaifc d’en oulonner autre- 
xnent, aux navires Grangers, du port de (oixante tonneau x au ntoius, uniquement charges 
de hois de toutc efpece, me me de hois de teintuie, Uc cliarhon de terre, d’animaux belli,tux 
vivans de toute nature, de 1 a la i Ions de hocufs 6c non de pores, de tnorue & puifl’on fales, dc 

riz, 
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171X4 i >x, ttiai.-c, legumes, dc cults verds cn p'.il cn tanncs, dc jnEetuics, dc ic fines Sc govriron, 
li’.iiici' tJ11iti’cui; ports ct’mtrrpot dengues ji. r i’atticlc pi tkcdent, & d’y decharger com- 
liK’it'ci Jcs bite.. inarchandiks. 

*• { 11 . I! i?i:t peituw ;mx navi-ts ft o ngcrs qui iront dans Jcs ports d’entrepfi*, foit pour v 
j-i.ur Jcs man haiuiuct j.»ctit;pa. lV.U,..io !!. lost L vuide d’y c. lunger | our l'eUang.r, unj- 
iju-.nant tics limps ft. talfus, & tits m.'uxhundik’s venues tie France. 

'• ! V . To a tea Fs nu-iclKimliks licr.t l’iiupru tatior. ft I’expoitaticn loot permifes a lYtranpre 
tl.mt !es bits ports u'cntrepoi, ievoi.t founnic: at is dtohs locaux, eublis on .i ct.d'Itr dans chaque 
t.ulonic, ii paycioat cn ouirc un pour cent dc leur valcur. 

“ V. Iiulcpeiulaanncnt Ju ehc.it d'un pour c. at, porit cn 1 ’artidc ci-di tills, Ics hands fait t, 
la nioruc & le poitfon inks, paycioat trots Jivres par quintal; ft k ra k produit du dir droit be 
tr as liviir., convert! cn primes d’cucoutagerncut, pour 1'int.oduftion dc la nioruc to, du point.n 
lilies piovcnans dc la pcclie Fi nno..itb. 

“ VI. JLcs climrs Tales uranguvs qui feront in trod uites dans Jcs colonies pardcs Fatimetv. 
r raiicois, opcdics hircftcnnnt des poits du royautnc, ne Jcront point alfujetties au pavement 
ties droits mention md dans les deux articles prcccdcns. 

“ AVI. li feta etabh dans chaquc port d’entrepot un nombre fu fit Hint dc comm is, pen: 
vciiler a <:c qtt’il ne foit introduit ni ci. parte d’autres inarchanbilbs quo eel les qui font fpeciiiccs 
dans les articles II. Sc 111 . du prefent*arret; & aha qu’il 11c relic auc.no f-mp^on d’iucxsSh- 
tude dans ccttc lurvcilhmcc, auto rife fa Majcftc les negocians Francois rebdans uans J.:veo 
des dits ports d'entreput, aiuli cjue les eapitaines dc navites qui pouront f’y trouver, it non;:--,, r 
Tcipcfl iventent cntve cux des conmiiJuircs, Icfquels feront charges dc dcnonccr les ncgligen.- s 
ou alms qu’ils pourroient icconnottre. Sc ailiflcrout, lorlqu’ils I'eflinicrout convertible, x tonics 
les vitircs qui auront lieu, foit a 1 ’arrivec, 1 'oit au depart des navires ctrangcis, See.” 

We cannot, however, but obferve, that theft articles do not feem calculated by any mean , 
to encourage foreign vcfTels to go to the I 1 retich free ports in the Weil Indies; and the laff of 
the ahot e at tides leems t;> pul foreigners in tlie power of the French merchants, and French 
mailers of fhips. Theie are twelve other articles which regulate the entry of the foreign 
veflels, Ac. 

The number of fhips which were employed from England in the whale fifhery, to Pavi.-’s 
htreights and the Greenland Seas, in the couri'e of this year, to 89;—thofc of Scotland to 4; 
and thofc of Holland in the fame tiadc, and the fame petiod, to 59. 

The Canada fak-s of this year in London, amounted to 201,000!. 


The following gives the ex a ft account of the revenue annually arifing from the diftiilerv in 
England, from the 5th of Jujy, 1763, to the 5th of July, 1784. 



Corn D: 

ii';l 'ay 

Mclafps Ti'jViUar. 

Tears. 

l, 

s. 

d. 

£• 

S. d. 

1764, — 

— 381,906 

L 5 

8 — 

— 63,020 

15 4 

1765, — 

— 385,360 

4 

0 — 

— 60,165 

17 2 

1766, — 

“ 43 6 .439 

j8 

9 — 

— 46,930 

14 8 

1767, — 

- 342, i 22 

*9 

3 — 

— 71,044 

t 5 t 

1768, — 

~ 370 , 50 S 

2 

6 — 

— 76,250 

14 6 

1769, — 

- 440,041 

16 

3 — 

— 72,481 

6 2 

1770, — 

— 4 S 5»°°4 

7 

4 — 

— 57.956 

0 4 

„ . * 77 1 » ~ 

~ 4 + 2 . 3 2 3 

10 

0 — 

— 55 G 2 3 

6 10 


1/7-b 
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E, 
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Tears. 

Corn D'tjlillery. 

Afelaffes D'tjlillery. 

£> 

s. 

d. 


d. 

1772, 

- 459.559 

l 

11 ' 

54.346 

14 1 

* 773 * 

- 387,632 

.4 

0 - 

57.053 

17 ii 

* 774 » 

- 345,864 

r S 

1 - 

54,661 

5 *0 

* 775 * 

— 437.063 

1 

8 —- 

61,348 

0 8 

*776. 

—— 428,1 oS 

10 

4 _ 

80,016 

5 9 

* 777 * 

- 45^.426 

‘ i 7 

0 - - 

45 - 3 '6 

*9 5 

1778, 

- . 543 .* 3 °' 

i6‘ 

0 - 

41,112 

0 6 

1 779 * 

— s 1 3.253 

4 

9 — 

8 . 5 8 3 

9 of 

1780, 

- 540,881 

8 

6 - 

18,112 

13 0 

CO 

*-< 

— - 548,641 

1 

1 - 

8.392 

10 3 

1782, 

5 ° 9>544 

10 

3 - 

3.584 

13 0 

i 7 8 3 * 

- 335.713 

H 

5 - 

. 2,588 

9 4 

r 7 84* 

- 371,921 

0 

3 i- — 

3.83* 

1 oj 

S 3 - Of the 37 

1,921!. and 3?d. arifing from the corn diftillery in 1784, it appears that Lon- 1 

don and its neighbouring diftri&s paid in the following proportions, 

viz. 






£■ s. 

d. 

London, 

~ 

— 

— 

106,091 15 

2 

Surrey, 

•— — 


— 

39.644 » 

«*;- 

Hertford, 

— — 

— 

—“ 

184,628 15 

0 T x 

Total of the above-mentioned places, 


_ 

330,364 12 


Paid by every other part of England, 

— 

. — 

41,556 8 

2 

T otal. 

— — 


— 

371,921 0 

34 


J 3 y the following account is a.H'o feen the quantity of corn fpirits made in Scotland as well 


as the difpofal of it. 

from the 5th of July, 

1778, to the 5th of July, 1784. 



A fade in Scotland. 

Sent to England. 

Left in Scotland. 

Tears. 

Tons. 

%pns. 

Tons. 

17 / 8 , 

— 25S 

- 20 - 

238 

1 7 79 * 

- 350 

24 - 

326 

1780, 

- 864 

-. 135 - 

7 2 9 

1781,' 

- 872 

-- 388 

484 

1782, 

- 1,048 

—■*— . 73 d - 

318 

•*—T 
CC 

I 

- 773 

-- 697 - 

76 

1784. 

— . 1,141 

- 1,548 



By the above ftatement there appears to be no lefs than 407 tons font to England, from the 
5th of July, 1783, to the 5th of July,. 1784, which paid no duty : and from the 5th of July 
to the 1 ft of November, 1784, there was 430 tons made in Scotland, and 669 tons fent 10 


England, 239 tons of which paid no duty. 

The quantity made in Scotland is found by the money paid, and is cmifcquently preemp¬ 
tive ;—the quantity fent to “England is exaftly afeertained by the equalizing duty paid of 1i^d. 
pet gallon ; and as the real produce or make of corn fpirit exceeds the prefumptive charge 25 
Vol. IV. 4 C pcr 



570 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

per cent, or as 15 is to 19 in quantity at Hydrometer proof; and the part fent from Scotland 
to England is well known to have been at 40 per cent, at lcaft, over Hydrometer proof: in 
order to ftate the real quantity of corn fpirit made in Scotland and lent to England, it will be 
rit'ht to add 25 per cent, to the preemptive quantity made in Scotland, and 40 percent, to the 
quantity fent to England, and the difference between the amount of thefe two, will be the 
quantity that has been confumed in Scotland, on which duty has been paid. The following 
is a Hate of the account according to the foregoing calculation : 

■ * } ’ ... O.-W. J C .*■**+ 4 n J? n 


? 'cars. 

3778. 

J 779 » 

i?8o, 

J 7 8i > 

1782, 

1783, 

1784, 


Made in Scotland at 
Hydrometer proof. 
‘Tons. 

322 

437 
1,080 
1,090 
i> 3 10 

966 
1,426 


Sent to England at 
Hydrometer proof. 
Tons. 

28 

33 

189 

543 
1,022 

975 
2,167 


I. eft in Scotland at 
Hydrometer pi of. 
T on 5 . 
294 
404 
891 

547 

2,83 


1704, - '>-r— _ ' . 

By this ftatement it appears, thgt 9 tons, ' ll * 783 ’ an< ^ 74 * tons, in 17S4) weie fent to 

England more than any duty was paid for : and from the 5th of July to the ift of November, 
1784, there was 537 tons made in Scotland at Hydrometer proof, and 936 tons fent to Eng¬ 
land, of which 399 tons paid no duty. 

The flock in hand on the ift of November, 1784, was. Gallons. 

Corn fpirits, — — — __ — — 114,234 


Mclaffes ditto, 


3 (, 5 


Total, 


114,599 


Tf the above flatement of the diftillcry in Scotland be true, which, it is prefumed, cannot 
be denied, it appears, that not only all the fpirit confumed in Scotland in this year was made 
free of duty, but that there was fent into England 1,140 tons more than duty was paid for, 
exelufive of the quantity bp which the flock on hand on the 5th of July, 1784, exceeded that 

of the 5th of July, 1783. . , , 

From the flatc of the Newfoundland ftlhery in this year, it is very evident how much its 

value is increafed to this country, from'the Americans being deprived of our market. Thi s 
fifliery is an objeft of great importance both to the commerce and to the marine of Great lb i- 
tain. This fubjea comprehends three diftina objeas. Firft, The people employed in taking 
and cminr the lilh, may, with great propriety, be confidcrcd as fo many manufaflurers wlm 

bring forward a certain commodity or manufaaure, which, when perfected, becomes a valu¬ 
able article of export. Secondly, This trade is certainly a great commercial objea, as it gives 
freight to upwards of 200 fail of veficls direaiy to Europe,—chiefly to Spain, Portugal and 
1 taly,_for neither England, France, nor the northern kingdoms of Europe, take any quan¬ 

tity' of the American filhand thirdly. The Newfoundland fifliery is, without doubt, the 
moft extenfivc nurfery for feamcn, and thofe of the very beft fort. Filheries, coafling trade, 
and northern voyages produce hardy and intrepid fcamen : African and Indian voyages deftroy 
many and debilitate more. In all the fiftiing veffds from tlie weft of England, Ireland, the 
’ , o iilanJ 
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i;!> 4 iflands of Gucrnfey and Jerfey, bcfnJe the ordinary complement of mariners, there are a 
number of apprentices and hired fervants employed in taking and curing-’ the hill : thefe fer- 
vants and apprentices lihewifc take their turn of the ordinary duty of the (hip, whereby they 
foon become tolerable icamcn. .Befidcs the large vcllels, there are upwards of 2000 boats or 
(hallops of from 10 to 20 tons employed in catching filh on the banks of Newfoundland, the 
Gulpli of St. Lawrence, Nova Scotia, Ac.: thefe fmall vefiUs feldom go any diftance from 
the land , they chiefly fiih along fhorc, and on the adjacent hanks : in each of them is alfo a 
number of apprentices and hired fervants, a part of whofc time is employed on (hove in erect¬ 
ing It ages and in drying and curing the fifh. In the year 1772, the number of perfons em¬ 
ployed in the fifheries ot Newfoundland and our remaining colonics, amounted to about 
25,000, including boys, which are more than double the number that were employed in the 
trade of the American States; and this is exclufivc ot the ieamen employed in tlte other 
branches of trade in Canada and Nova Scotia. From this nurfery, on the breaking out of a 
war, our navy has feldom failed of receiving a large and fcafoliable fupply of men, who, by a 
little attention of the officers, have foon become acquainted with the duty of large Ihips. 

From the accounts of the Jrilh fiflict y in this year, we find that the herrings came upon the 
north-weft coalt of Ireland about the iaft week in June, and continued until about the laft 
week in September. At firft they were of lrnall (izc, hut increafed confldcrahly ; and latterly 
they were large, but by no means the tiac of the winter herrings. It is alrnoft impoflible to 
make any kind of fatisfaclory conjc&urc of the numbers that were taken. There was, for a 
confiderahle part of that time, no other-demand than from the country about thirty miles 
round, while the take was fo very great: and the demand fo final!, that incredible numbers 
were thrown away; and, upon an average price for a month, they did not exceed lOd. per 
thoufand ; the number was at times fo great, that 4d. 3d. or fid. was the price of an horfe load, 
and there was no reftridlion as to the load : they were boiled for oil, the price of which was 
itxl. per gallon, and was very good for lamps. This kind of oil was much ufed by curriers. 
The number of boats employed in the honing nfhery was from 70 to 100; and during the 
height of the feafon, each boat could have taken, at lea ft, as many more as they did, as it was 
feldom neceffary to (hoot their nets mote than once for the boat load. As to the fum each 
boat made, it is laid to be about 54I. and computing the price of herrings to be 2od. per thou¬ 
fand, each boat took 648,000, which, multiplied by 70, the. lowed number of boats employ¬ 
ed, makes the number amount to 45,360,000, cxcludve of what were boiled for oil and 
thrown away. It may not, perhaps, be improper to ohfervein this place, that the fuppoiltiou 
of herrings taken in July, Auguft, and September being incapable of a proper date of curing, 
on account of their very extramdinary richnefs, is founded in error; as it appears, from ex¬ 
periment, that if a fufficient quantity of fait is ufed, they may be preferved as well as the 
winter herrings •, but, by not taking proper care, and an injudicious faving of fait, the com¬ 
modity has been brought into dilreputc. 

The quantity of linen imported from Ireland to England, from the 5th of January, 1783, 
to the fame date- in the prefent year, amounted to 20,687.528 yaids. 

The import of iron into Ireland from St Peteriburg alone, in the courlc of this year, was 
2,514 tons, or 50,280 cwt. 

The exportation of hats from Ireland to America alone increafed this year to 11,867.— 
Neither the Americans ijor the French can make good hats for want of rabbits wool in fuf- 
licient quantities. 


4 C 2 


As 
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j 784 As the political ftatc of Ireland will claim our very particular attention in the fucccding year, 
we lbalJ give the following abilrad, as containing much ufeful preliminary information on that 
important l'ubjeft. 

' An Abstract of the hereditary Revenue and additional Duties, for one Year; with the 
Expcnce of Management, Drawbacks, Premiums, &c. from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady- 
day, 1784. 


RECEIPT. 


Balances on the colleftor’s accounts at Lady-day, 

£■ 


d. 

1783, — —• — 

97,062 

3 

2 

Ditto in the hands of the collectors of excife, flamp 




officers, and the paymaltcr of corn premiums, 

10,807 

*7 

ol 

Arrears on the revenue Handing out at faid time, 

145,231 

18 

10 1 

Hereditary Revenue. 




Cuftoms inwards, —- — *— 

228,952 

3 

ol 

Cuftoms outwards, —- —* . 

sO 

*0 

»0 

00 

17 

3 

Imported excife, ; — — — 

H & . 33 i 

11 

si 

Prizage on wines, -- . -- 

3,260 

0 

0 

Light-houfe duties, — — — 

74 i 

S 

9 z 

Fines and feizures, —• — — 

4,502 

>7 

Sl 

Forfeitures, —- — — — 

5 H 

9 

4 

Cafualties, ..~ - - 

95 ° 

1 

10 

Inland excife, — — — 

76,527 

2 

9 

Ale licenfes, - -- - 

8,567 

9 

9 t 

Wine and ftrong-water licenfes, ■ ■ 

27,699 

*3 

4 i 

Storeage, - —— -- 

226 

16 

6 

Quit, &c. rents, — — — 

64,386 

2 

2 r 

Hearth-money for the year, payable January 21, 1783, 

61,309 

13 

11 

Proportion ol the duties on teas, 

7 » 3 °° 

0 

0 

Additional Doties. 




Tobacco, —— —— 

118,860 

9 

2f 

Wine, •—. -. 

61,859 

16 

1 

Muffin, lft —• —* 

509 

18 

IX 

Muffin, ad — — 

345 

«3 

9 

Romals, foreign — —- 

350 

>3 

8 

Paper, foreign, — — 

427 

0 

t 

F orcign filk raanufafture, — 

* 5 * 

3 

2 

Vinegar, — — * — 

1,674 

0 

11 

Hops, ——• 

7,669 

IX 


Earthen, japanned, and lacquered wares, 

921 

10 

S 

Sugar, raw — —- 

103*97 > 

7 

7 * 

Sugar, refined, — — 

u ,274 

6 

8 


£■ 


cl* 


253,121 IQ 4 


639,826 4 i\ 


308,013 to $i 


Carried forward, 912,948 4 c i 
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£■ s. d. 

Brought over, — 


Five per cent, on foreign dry goods, —- 

3 > 99 8 

12 

to 

Coffee, ad —- — — —• 

3 11 

•7 

to 

Linen rags exported, — — — 

1 

11 

6 

Six per cent, on retailers, — . — — 

499 

8 

9 

Wheat, foreign, imported — — 

490 

1 

3 

Refidue of the duties on teas, after applyidg 7,3001. to 


- 


the hereditary revenue, — — 

29.279 

0 

8 

Cider licenfcs, — — — 

88 

0 

0 

Ale and beer, — ■— —* 

33 .°S 7 

8 

2] 

Beer, imported — — — 

1.132 

10 

1 

Sundry articles in the aft for the advancement of trade. 

560 

>9 

2 

Duty on carriages for one year, ending Chriftmas, 1783, 

4 . 9‘7 

to 

0 


Stamp Duties. 

Stamped vellum, parchment and paper, and value of 
yellum, parchment and paper, and penalties. 


£• r* d. 
912,948 4 o-jj. 


382,352 n ij 


34 .S So * 2 


Total revenue, 1,329,880 17 


EXPENDITURE. 

Salaries on the revenue cftablifhments, incident charges, drawbacks. See. 
Premiums and bounties, — ~ — 

Mifccllaneous expences, — —— 

Drawbacks on additional duties, — — — 

Salaries to ftamp officers, incident charges, and difeount, — 

Payments to the vice-treafurers, in the year ending Lady-day, 1784, 
Balances and arrears at Lady-day, 17S4, — — 


l- <• d. 

175,796 12 5 
72,424 7 10i 

13,691 16 7 

16,160 o 8 
8,263 10 6£ 

77 ^. 3*3 *7 
271,230 11 9 J- 


Total expenditure, —• 1,32.9,880 17 ij 

The following account of the population of the American dates has the authority of Con- 
grefs. It feems, however to be only a general cllimate, if we except Rhode Ilian J and Con¬ 
necticut, which appear to be more exaftly enumerated ; the reft, it is acknowledged, are let 
too high, and that the Haves are included. The beft accounts flate the number of whites in 
the American ftates as not exceeding 1,700,000. 1 he at tilice of reprelciitiog them as near 

3,000,000, at the beginning of the war, is not now denied. 

An Eftimate of the Inhabitants of the United States of America, to lie made the Bafts of an 
Affcllment in the refpeftive States. 


States. 


Inhabitants. 

Proportion oj 1000, 

New Hampfhirc, 

— 

. 82,200 

~ 34 

Maflachufet's Bay, 

— 

350,000 

— 147 

Rhode iffand, 

' — 

50,400 

— 21 


Conned ictstj 
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17S4 Statr. f. Inhabitants. Proportion if lOOO. 


Connecticut, 

— 

acG.ooo 

— 

86 

New Yolk, 

— 

200,000 

— 

84 

New Juicy, 

— 

130,000 

— 

54 

Pennfylvania, 

- 

320,000 

— 

* 3 + 

Delaware, 

— 

3 S> coco 

•— 

*5 

Maryland, 

- 

2 20,7 GO 

— 

92 

Virginia, 

— 

400,000 

— 

167 

North Carolina, 

• 

200,000 

— 

84 

South Carolina, 


170,000 

— 

71 

Georgia, 

Total, 

25,000 

2,389,300 


11 

1000 


An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this vear. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 

1784. Britt/?) Foreign 1784. Quarter. 

England. Qrs. ♦ Qrs. England. 


Wheat, — 

35>446 

6*955 

Wheat, — 

169,810 

Wheat Flour, 

38,867 

2 D 39 

Wheat Flour, 

4.783 

Rye, — 

5,821 

800 

Rye, — 

23,722 

Barley, — 

18,676 

2.747 

Barley, — 

43.729 

Malt," — 

45,415 

— 



Oats, — 

S* 5-'7 

1.087 

Oats, — 

175.765 

Oat-meal, — 

2,752 

— 

Oat-meal, — 

648 

Beans, — 

7 * 3°9 

613 

Beans, — 

28,047 

Peas, — 

2.747 

118 

Peas, —- 

2,915 




Indian corn, — 

46 

Scotland. 



Scotland. 


Wheat, — 

3* 00 3 

— 

Wheat, — 

42,109 

Wheat Flour, 

2,877 

— 

Wheat Flour, — 

245 

Bear, — 

2 . 74 <> 

— 



Rye, — 

110 

— 

Rye, — 

1.057 

Barley, — 

A® 

— 

Barley, — 

33*453 

Oats, ' — 

J »°73 

— 

Oats, — 

78,962 

Oatmeal, 

7 i- 

— 

Oatmeal, • —. 

u.613 

Peas and Beans, 

189 

— 

Peas, — 

14,854 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the courfe of this year, amoun¬ 
ted to 22,6691. 18s. 3id. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 255!. 3s. 5c!. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 9J0I. 6s. 3d. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 7,406]. 15s. jd. . and, 111 Scotland, they 
amounted to 2,522!. 15s. 3d. 


The 
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The average pi ices of corn in England and Wales, by the flandard Wincliefter bufhel, for 
tins year, Was as follows :— 

Wheat, 6s. ljd. ; rye, 4s. O^d. ; barley, 3s. 5^d.; oats, as. gld. ; beans, 4s. old. 


The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the highefl and 
low eft pi ices arranged oppoiite to each month. 




Bunk 

j; t‘ r 

i 

4 !»' r 

Lonfr 

/In n. 

! tm/:. t 

! 7 

S ,V:rt 

A Snt 

Tst/tv 


4 7"'’! r.xch’Ttcr 



5m&* 

\ r.-dst< 

onl. 

Cri'Jo! 

mu. 
c .nffl 

+4n*i 

> --s 

I T/<i« c. 

1_ 

| Bond.. 

A- n. 

N tv 
/•Inn. 

mu;. 

..rni. 

Scnf 


2?.; ( . 

January, 


in 

\ 5 V; 

>/ * 

— 

if,< : 


! 1 ii j 

153 s * 


— 

>7: 

S7\ 

— 

— 
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February, 
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March, 
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7b; 



1 - C )‘ 
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April, 
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58 

754 
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j-u 

124 

i J 3 



17 

— 


— 

June, 
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The following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal alTent in the fourth 
ktTicn of the liiteenth Parliament of Great Uiitain : — 

A bill to continue, for a limited time, an aft made in the !a(l ft-(lion of Parliament, entitled 
“ An aft lor preventing certain inftruments from bting required from lhips belonging to tire 
United .States ol America ; and to give to his Mapiflv, for a limited time, certain power: for 
the better carrying on trade and commerce between the fubjefts of his Majcfty’s dominions 
and the inhabitants of ill* laid United States.” 

To continue fo much of an aft made in the lift fctTton of Parliament, as allows further 
time for the payment of certain fums due, and to become due to the public, from the Eu'l India 
Company. 

To explain and amend an aft made in the lull feffion of Parliament, entitled, “ An nft for 
repealing an aft made in the aid of his prefeut Majeftv, entitled, An aft for charging a flamp 
duty upon inland bills of exchange, prom if lory notes, *cr other notes, payable otherwife than 
upon demand ; attdfor granting new flamp duties on bills <>t exchange, promiffbry, and other 
notes, and alfo llatnp duties on receipts and for mJcinmU ing aU pciions who have wv.'t.w 
or ligned any bill of exchange, promillbry or ctiier note, or ativ uxeipt not flatnpcd according 
to law. 
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A. V. 

1784 To cftablifh certain regulations concerning the poftage and conveyance of letters and packets 
between Great Britain and Ireland. 

To continue the provilions of an aft of the 23d of his prefent Majefty, for granting a bounty 
upon the exportation of Britii'h and Irifh buckrams, ftc. Britilh and Irilh linens, Britilh cali¬ 
coes and cottons, or cotton mixed with linen, printed, painted, ilained, or dyed in Great Bri¬ 
tain, for a limited time. 

The following bills, among others, received the royal affent in the firft fclfion ofthefix- 
teenth Parliament of Great Britain :— » 

A Bill for further continuing, for a limited time, an aft of the 23d of his prefent Majefty, 
entitled, “ An aft for preventing certain jnftruments from being required from fhips belong¬ 
ing to the United States of Amc-ica,” Ac. &c. 

To empower the Eaft India Company to make a dividend to the proprietors of Eaft India 
flock at Midfummer, 1784. 

To enable the governor and company of the bank of Scotland further to incrcafc tire capital 
ftock of the faid company. 

To appoint and enable comtniiftoncrs further to examine, take, and ftatc the public accounts 
of the kingdom. 

To revive and continue an aft of the uth of his prefent Majefty, for encouraging the ma¬ 
nufacture of leather, by lowering the*duty payable upon oak bark, when the price of fuch bark 
fhall exceed a certain rate, for a limited time ; and for extending fevcral afts of Parliament re¬ 
lative to the manufacture oflcatber to Scotland. 

For the prefervation and encouragement of the hat manufactory in this kingdom, hypre¬ 
venting the exportation of Britilh hare-lkins, Britilh hare-wool, and Britifh coney-wool, and 
all undrefled or untawed Britilh coney-lkins; and for preventing any of the faid Ikins from 
being ftained or dyed ; and for the importation of goats-hair into this kingdom, duty free. 

For difeontinuing the petty cuftom on aliens goods imported into Great Britain, and the 
duty of one percent, on goods exported to, or imported from the Mediterranean fens, in un¬ 
qualified Ihips; and for repealing lb much of an aft palled in the 4th of his prefent Majefty, 
as cnafts that no part of the old fubfidy lhall be drawn back upon goods exported to the Britilh 
colonies or plantations in America. 

To poftpone the payment of the fum of two millions advanced by the governor and com¬ 
pany of the bank of F.ngland, towards the fupply for the fervicc of the year 1781. 

For the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaft. India Company, and of 
the Britilh polfdfions in India; and for tftablilhinga court of judicature for the more fpeedy 
and effectual trial of perfons accufcd of offences committed in the Eaft Indies. 

For granting to his Majefty additional duties on linens printed, painted, ftained, or dyed in 
Great Britain ; and for granting certain duties on cotton fluffs, bleached or dyed in Great 
Britain, and on licences for bleaching or dying the fame ; and upon the importation of fluffs 
made of, or mixed with ^otton, not painted, printed, ftained or dyed in foreign parts. 

For granting to his Majefty certain duties on licences to be taken out by perfons vending 
hats by retail, and alfo certain duties on hats fold under fuch licences; and for laying addi¬ 
tional duties on all hats and caps imported into this kingdom. 

For granting to his Majefty certain duties on all gold and fiver plate imported; and alfo 
certain duties on all gold and fiiver wrought plate made in Great Britain. 


For 
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17S-f For repealing the prefent duties upon wax-candles made in Great Britain, and for granting 
other duties in lieu thereof, and upon wax imported, as alio upon licences to make or fell wax* 
candles in Great. Britain. 

'I o discontinue, for a limited time, the payment of the dunes upon low wines and fpirits 
for home conlumption, and for granting and Lcuring the due payment theteof; and fos the 
he tier regulation of the making and vending Biitiih Spirits, a, well for home confutnpticn a; 
for exportation ; and lor deiboymg ah home-made and foreign fpirits after the condemnation 
thereof; and for veiling in his Match;.- rbc duth.-s of excite within the ImJs of I'mintofh, in 
lcuts-lhnc ; and lor niicontn.uing, far a limned time, cvitnin unpebs and dtife.. upon rum 
and fpirits imported from the Well Indie , 

1 or the relief of the hall In.ha Company with refp; 't to certain firms due to the pu'>:m. and 
to the acceptance of certain b-l’.s omva upon lire Liu Cotnpanv, and for regulating the ck-.i- 
deitd to he ma le hv the f.iid C.ompanv. 


Fo? ill'- more cfTet uai 
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n of !’,*. 

u".: 1 in'.,, in till i kingdom. 
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of an a r 
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me removed in bottles, and other pad 


! o! pratitin" certain a 
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In the convtwatu c of «ertain goods in letters and packet,,, and lot f.nthrr p; eventing frauds 
and abutc- tn nlation to tire Jen.'ung and receiving of letters and packets free from poll tgc. 

For granting additional duties upon raw and thrown tilk imported into Great Britain ; and 
upon lead exported fiom Great Biitniir ; and for allowing a drawback upon tie* exportation of 
Silks, and fluiis mixed with filk. 

l ot repealing the fcveral duties on tea, and tor granting to his Mak-fty other duties in Ilea 
thereof; and nlf’o fcveral duties on inhabited houles, and upon the importation of cocoa nuts 
and coffee, and for rt pealing the inland duties of rsui" thereon. 

To explain, amend, and tender more ciL-iHtal, an ad of the goth of George II. entitled, 
“ An aft forthe mote dll-dual puniihmcnt of perlons who lhall attain, or attempt to a’t.uu 
polhflirm id'goods or money hv f.ilfc or untrue pretences ; for preventing the unlawful pawn¬ 
ing of goods; for the rafv redemption of goods pawned . am! for preventing gaining in pub,hc- 
lioufes bv journevnieu, Inbourct,. fen ants, and apprentices. ’—to far as the tame relates t.» the 
pteventing of tire unlawful pawning of goods, and for the only redemption of goods pawned. 

1 Hiring tlic war, we thought it neceliiirv to give all the artieks of the annual account of tup- 
plies in detail, in order more tally to llicw the immenfity and v.untv of the national udource; , 
and their mode of application ; but peace being now cilaidillicJ. and the items of public expen¬ 
diture being fubjeft to little vaiiation, we iiiall curtail that part of our information, and con¬ 
fine it, in a gicat mcafuic, to the g>. neral articles and Segregate hums which conrpofe the cur¬ 
rent fupplies of the year. 

Voi,. IV. 4- J) SviM’EIEb 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year:—• 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

For the navy, — — —. 

3 *i 53» 86 9 

0 

6 

For the army, — — — — 

4.080,220 

13 

9 r 

For the ordnance, —• — — , 

610,149 

s 

11 

Miscellaneous Services, — —- — 

2,467,226 

11 

2 4 

Deficiencies, — — _ — 

1,676,708 

T 5 

O 

Total Supplies, 

11,988,174 

9 


The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fupplies. 

£- 

■S. 

d. 

I.and tax and duty on malt, — — 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

Annuities and a lottery, — — — 

6,360,000 

0 

0 

Savings in the Several army Services, —- • — 

441,702 

l 3 

9 v 

Loans and Exchequer bills, — — — 

2,500,000 

0 

0 

The finking fund, — — •— 

800,000 

0 

0 

Remaining in the Exchequer, — — — 

105.818 

5 

11T 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

12,957,52° 

19 

S’ 

Total amount of Supplies granted. 

11,988,174 

9 

4 ; 

Execfs of Ways and Means, — 

969,346 

10 

, 7 

The following additional dutiesand new taxes were impofed this year : 


s. 

d. 

Candles, one halfpenny per pound, — — 

100,000 

0 

0 

Bricks, 2s. 6d. per 1000; and tiles, from 3s. to 30s, per 1000, 

50,000 

0 

0 

Hats, from 3d. to as. and licences for vending the fame, — 

150,000 

0 

0 

Picafurc liorfcs, 10s. per head ; running ditto, 2I. 2s. — 

100,000 

0 

0 

Britilh linens and cottons, from |d. to is. per yard, and licences for 




bleaching and dying the fame, — — — 

120,000 

0 

0 

Ribbands, from id. for every 12 yards, to id. per yard ; and gauzes, 




from 2d. to 4d. per yard, - - - 

120,000 

0 

0 

Licences for retailing beer, ale, and other excifeable liquors ; and to 




the makers and dealers in certain excifeable commodities, from 10s. to 50I. 

110,000 

0 

0 

Qualifications of fhootcr^, 2I. 2s. per head; and deputations from 




lords of manors, ics. per head, -- -. 

10,000 

0 

0 

Paper, from id. to 10s. per ream, and pafteboards, millboards, Stc. 

18,000 

0 

0 

Hackney-coaches, 5s. per week, - - 

12,000 

0 

0 

Silver plate, 6d. per ounce; and gold plate, 8s. per ounce, 

25,000 

0 

0 

Lead exported, il. is. per ton, - - 

15,000 

0 

0 

Poftage of letters, id. and 2d.; and regulations of franking, 

1.20,000. 

0 

0 

Raw and thrown fiik imported, as. and 3s. per pound. 




Total of additional and new taxes, — 

950,090 

0 

0 

ilntereft of the loan of 6,ooo,oool. — 

280,000 

0 

0 

Excefs of taxes, — — 

670,000 

0 

O 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Christmas 1783, to Christmas 1784. 


Africa, — 

Canairci, — 

Denmark and Norway, 
E.rft Country, — 

Kaft Indies, — 

Flanders, — 

France, — 

Germany, — 

Holland, — 

Ireland, — 

IlleofMan, — 

I'aly, - 

Madeira, — 

Portugal, — 

Rullia, — 

Spain, — 

Gibraltar, — 

Straights, — 

Sweden, — 

Turkey, — 

Venice, — 

Greenland, — 

lllaod of Alderney, 
liland of Guctnfiy, 
Ifland of Jcrley, 
liland of bail., 
Canada, — 

Cape Breton, — 

Carolina, — 

Florida, — 


Georgia, — — 

Hudlou’s Bay, . - — 

New England, .—- ■■ — 

Newfoundland, - — — 

New York, - . — 

Nov» Sortie, . — — ■ — 

Peirnivl vatrtu,-—■ 

liland of St. John, Gulf of St. Laurence, 
Virginia & Maryland, — 

Anguilla, • — — — 

Antigua, — 

Bahamas, — 

Brrliadoes, . — -— 

Bermuda, — 

Dominica, - . ~ — 

Grenada, — 

Honduras Bay, -—• — 

Jamaica, —- — 

Montferrar, — 

Mufquito Shore,-•— 

Nevis, -' — 

St. Croi*, --— — 

Sr. Kuftatius, ■ ■ ■■ — 

St. Kin's, — 

St. I.ucia, —- — 

Sr. Thomas's, — .. — — 

St. Vinceot’s, —■ 

Tobago, -. — 

Tortola, — — 

Dcmcrara, - . - — 

Sr. Domingo, — 

Surinam, ———■ — 

Sr. Martin’s, ——— — — 

Cape Francois, .• — — 

Muvannah, ‘ .— — — 

New Orleans, —. . — 

Buenos Ayres, ——- — 

Northern F (he y, ■ — 

Southern F.fliery, ■ ■ — — 

Foreign coin and bullion, — 

Piiae goods, — 


C- i > 9 .> 5 i 
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4,840 

— 
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> 1 7-477 

11 

11 
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x 1 
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1 14,001 
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8 

75-‘ 6 7 
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57 ,878 

*4 
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61,168 

3 

— 

nj 

5 

10 

13,804 

*3 
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5 

10 

7S.7 «4 

10 

4 

* 6 "»545 

4 

l 

i 8, \ oS 

. 4 

— 

z*,888 

*4 

— 

7.683 

9 

5 

51,07s 

*3 

3 

5 l > 7>9 

9 

z 

47,301 

18 

9 

«3,100 

11 

S 

70,163 

10 

9 

390,2 CO 

6 

1 

3,631 

*5 

1 

* 53,235 

a 

3 

8,363 

3 

6 

117,115 

18 

1 

1,111 

3 

17 

150,991 

16 

5 

530,363 

16 

10 

• 1.493 

z 

9 

1,690,674 

8 

8 

61,705 

4 

% 

1,691 

— 

— 

76,913 

X 

z 

* 54 . 1°3 

14 

8 

75.155 

10 

6 

J 07 , 90 i 

19 

.4 

S 7 . 4 Ji 

2 
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* 9 

1 
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lb 

10 


10 

— 

10 

11 

5 

4*736 
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83.643 

1 x 
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• 513-985 

l6 

z 

5,>5° 
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1 1 

2 61,9 9 8 

x 1 

S 

6^6x2 

1 z 

9 

730,858 

3 

7 

649,893 

*3 

I 

S 51.539 

1 2 

6 

1,145,43s 

6 

3 

1,277,480 

6 

3 

1,6,4.56s 

11 

7 

54, >74 

11 

3 

474.743 

—- 

z 

19,321 

t 

9 

495.571 

6 

5 

ZJ 6.461 

— 

10 

808,689 

1 6 

7 

52,840 

8 

6 

207,01 5 

6 

4 

57. >9? 

9 

f 

8 
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19,103 

* 5 

10 

i,54< 

>3 

7 

5>.546 

6 

4 

30,156 

X 

4 

>99 

— 

—• 

136,581 

10 

id 

• >33 > 

10 

6 

491,833 

14 

4 

47,130 

M 

3 

8,937 

8 

X 

526,560 

>5 

11 

■ 77,233 

9 

5 

709,547 

11 

6 

197,4> > 

4 

1 

669,494 

9 

9 

8o3 

>4 

7 

1,181,346 

* 3 

1 

81,586 

1 a 

8 

f*+*°4S 

to 

z 

x 11, * 6 3 

18 

z 

13,386 

1 5 

7 

5 5’5 1 0 

it 

8 

90,969 

18 

5 

1,173 

19 

z 

662,3 18 

12 

7 

>3.423 

18 

z 

2,520 

*4 

4 

11,068 

*4 

7 

9,61 s 

*4 

— 

■3.356 

3 

3 

a,491 

1 Z 
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14,001 
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A. O. # 

*1784 An account of the chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 

Chriftened, males 8,778 Buried, males 9,229 

— . females 8,401 — females 8,599 


* 7> 1 79 


17,828 


1785 A fubjeft of the very ftrft magnitude, under the title of the Irilh Propofitions, claimed the 
particular attention of the public, and occupied the diligence of Parliament in the early part 
of this year. . 

A very unjuft and oppreffive fpccies of policy had long been cxcrcifed by the Britifh govern¬ 
ment in regard to Ireland, by which Ihe had been debarred from the enjoyment and the ui'e 
of her own refources, and to make her entirely fubfervient to the interefts and opulence of 
this country. She had not been fuffered to fhare in the bounties of nature, or the induftry of 
her citizens: ihe was Ihut out from every fpccies of commerce, and rcllrained from fending 
the produce of her own foil to foreign markets. Some ftnall relaxation of this fyftcm had, in¬ 
deed, taken place at an early period flf the prefent century, and fomething more had been done 
in the reign of George II. j but it was not till a time nearer to our own days, and, indeed, 
within the laft feven years, that the fyfteiu had been completely reverl’ed. Still, however, not- 
withftanding all that had been done refpefting the foreign commerce of Ireland, the inter- 
courfe between the two countries remained without alteration : Ireland was, therefore, HiII 
diflatisfied ; fo that in the metropolis of that kingdom, and elfewlicre, ideas had been ftarteJ 
of impofing duties on the produce of Britifh manufactures, under the name of protecting duties; 
and as fucb a meafure, which had been fuggefted by the iltuation and emergencies of the coun¬ 
try, was confidcred as inconliftent with the general welfare, it was abl'olutely neceflary tiiat 
judicious and effectual fubflitution fhould be made in its place. 

In confequence of this fituation of affairs, previous to the meeting of the Irifh Parliament, 
in January 1785, the Britifh cabinet, in concert with the commiffioners appointed on the pait 
of Ireland, had formed a plan for regulating and finally adjufting the commercial intercom fo 
between the two kingdoms. 

This new fyftcm of commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, was accordingly ftrft in¬ 
troduced into the Parliament of the latter kingdom, on the 7th of February, by Mr. Orde, 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, in the form of the following ten propofitions ; which, by 
a fmall alteration and diftribution of the fubjeCi of one of them into two heads, were encrealed 
to eleven. Thefe propofitions paffed the committee of the whole Houfc on the nth of Fe¬ 
bruary, and on the rath, they were reported, and followed up by an addrefs to the Sovereign, 
expreflive of their fervent gratitude, and the fangnine hope with which they looked forward to 
the complete execution of fo wife aBcl libera! an arrangement. The concurrence of the Houfe 
of Peers being alfo obtained, thefe regulations were tranfmitted immediately to England, as 
the propofed balls of an equitable and final adjuftment between the two countries. 

The Refelutions puffed bj the It \Jh Houfe of Common*. 

I. Rcfolved,—That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is highly important to 
genera! intereft of the Britifh empire, that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be 
uraged and extended as.much as poffible ;—and, for that purpofc, that the intercourfc and 

1 commerce!' 
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1785 commerce be finally fettled and regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mu¬ 
tual benefit of both countries. ' 

“ II. That, towards carrying into full effeft fo dcfirable a fettlement, it is fit and proper 
that all articles, not the growth or manufafture of Great Britain or Ireland, fhouid be impor¬ 
ted into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the fame regulations, and at the fame 
duties, if fubjeft to duties, to which they arc liable when imported direftly from the place of 
their growth, produft, or manufacture ; and that all duties originally paid on the importation, 
into either country refpeftively, fhatl be fufiy drawn back on exportation to the other. 

“ III. That for the fame purpofc, it is proper that no prohibition fhouid exiff, in either 
country, againfl the impoitation, ufe, or fale of any article, the growth, product, or manufac¬ 
ture of the other ; atjd that the duty on the importation of every fuch article, if fa hj eft to duty 
in cither country, fhouid be precifely tlie fame in one country as in t,ie other, except where an 
addition may be nccclfary in either country, in confcqucncc of an internal duty on any fuch 
article of its own coni’uinption. 

“ IV. That in all cafes where the duties on articles of the growth, prodnft, or manufac¬ 
ture of cither country arc different on the importation into the other, it would be expedient 
that they Ihould be reduced in {he kingdom where they are the higheft, to the amount pnvable 
in the other; and that at! fuch articles fhouid be exportable from the kingdom into which they 
fhali be imported, as free from fuch duty as the fimilar commodities or home manufafture of 
the fame kingdom. 

“ V. That for the fame purpofe it is alfo proper, that in all cafes where cither kingdom 
fliall charge articles of its own confuinption with an internal duty on the manufafture, ora 
duty on the material, the fame manufafture, when imported from the other, may be charged 
with a further duty on importation to the fame amount as the internal duty on the manufac¬ 
ture, or to an amount adequate to countervail the duty on the material and {hall be entitled 
to fuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the fame fubjeft to no heavier bur¬ 
thens than the homc-tmde manufafture : fuch further duly to continue fo long as the internal 
confumption fhali be charged with the duty or duties to balance which it ihall be impofed, or 
until the manufafture coming from the other kingdom, Ihall be fubjefted there to an equal 
burthen, not drawn back or compenfatcd on exportation. 

“ VI. That, in order to give permanency to the fettlement now intended to be eftahlifhed, it 
is neceffary that no prohibition, or new additional duties, fhouid lie hereafter impofed in either 
kingdom, on the importation of any article of the growth, produft, or manufacture of the 
other, except luch additional duties as may be requifitc to balance duties on internal confump¬ 
tion, purfuant to the foregoing refolution. 

“ VIT. That, for the fame purpofe, it is further neceffary, that no prohibitions, or new 
and additional duties, fhouid be hereafter impofed in either kingdom, on the exportation of 
any article of native growth, prodnft, or manufafture from thence to the other, except fuch as 
cither kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
bifenit; and alfo except where there now exifis any prohibition which is not reciprocal, or 
any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms: in every' fuch cafe, the prohibition may be 
reciprocal, or the duties raifed, fo as to make them equal. 

** VIII. That, for the fame purpofe, it is necefftry that no bounties whatever fhouid be 
paid or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the other, except fuch 
as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and bifeuits; and luch as are in the nature of drawbacks. 


or 
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1785 or compenfation for duties paid ; and that no bounty Ihould be granted in this kingdom on 
the exportation of any aiticle imported -from the Britilh plantations, or any manufaflurc made 
of fuch article, ttnlei's in cafes where a fimilar bounty is payable in Britain on exportation from 
thence, or wheie fuch bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compcnfation of or 
for duties paid, over and above any duties paid then con in Britain. 

“ IX. That it is expedient, for the general benefit of tire Britifh empire, that the importa¬ 
tion of articles from foreign dates fliouid be regulated, from time to time, in each kingdom, 
on fuch terms as may afford an effectual preference to the importation of fimilar articles of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the other. 

“ X. That it is effential to the commercial intercftS of this country to prevent, as much as 
pofiible, an accumulation of national debt; that, therefore, it is highly expedient that the an¬ 
nual revenue of tin* kingdom, Ihould be made equal to its annual cxpence. 

“ XI. That, for the better proteftion of trade, wliatcver l'um the grofs hereditary revenue 
of this kingdom, (after deducting all drawbacks, rc-paymcnts, or bounties granted in the 
nature of drawbacks) Ihall produce over and above the fum of 656,000!. in each year of peace, 
wherein the annual revenue Ihall equal the annual expence, and in each year of war, without 
regard to fuch equality, fhould be appropriated towards the fupport of the naval force of the 
empire, in lucli manner as the Parliament of the kingdom fhall direft.” 

Very Ihortly after the arrival of thefc refolutions in England, they were regularly opened by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Parliament of Great Britain. 

There was but one opinion in the nation as to the neceffity of fome kind of commercial fet- 
tlement between Great Britain and the fitter kingdom : and that the fixing this trading inter¬ 
com fe between the two countries on a firm, liberal and permanent balis, by which an end 
might for ever be put to jealoufies and clamour, by which all future pretexts to difeontent 
might be removed, and by which the fureft foundations of future ftrengtb and opulence might 
be laid, was one of the moft important topics which could be agitated in Parliament, and one 
of the moft defirabie objefts that the deliberative wifdom of Parliament could obtain. 

On thefe principles Mr. Pitt fupported the commercial arrangements fuggefted in the pro- 
pofitions, in a fpeech of confiderable length, which he concluded with moving the following 
general refolution. “ That it was highly important to the general interefts of the empire, 
that the commercial intcrcourfe between Great Britain and Ireland Ihould be finally adjufted, 
and that Ireland Ihould be admitted to a permanent and irrevocable participation of the com¬ 
mercial advantages of this country, when the Parliament of Ireland Ihall permanently and ir¬ 
revocably fecure an aid out of the hereditary revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the 
expence of prote&ing the general commerce of the empire in time of peace.” 

After taking a review of what had already been granted to Ireland by the Britilh legifiature, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to examine the fubjett then in agitation, under the 
two following heads: 

Firft, As to the effefls of the commercial arrangements, contained in die propofitions, on 
cur particular commerce and manufactures,—-as they regarded our navigation laws and the 
monopoly of our trade with our colonies, and as they related to the intercourfe between the 
two countries by the equalifing of duties. 

Secondly, As to the effefls of an extenfion of the trade of Britain, in the return which Ire¬ 
land would make towards the common cxpence. 

With 



OP THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


5S3 


A. B. 

1785 With rrgird to the firft, he was aware that it poflefied the appearance of militating agiinft 
the navigation laws, the fource of our marityme ftrength and commercial opulence : hut that 
it did not oppofe the I’pirit of thofe laws is evident from a Ihoit fiafement of the faft. Goods, 
the produce of Europe, might now he imported through Ireland into Britain bv the exprefs 
authority of the navigation aft. The new proportion applied only t j Africa and Ameiica, for 
Alia was excluded, as the EalV India Company had the monopoly of the trade of that part of 
the world. We had already given to Ireland the direct intereouifc to our colorti. s ; and the 
liberty now to lie added, was nothing more than that of bringing ro Biitain cirvuitoufiv, what 
, flic had herfclf the privilege of bunging direftly. '1’hc enquiry, therefore, to he made was, 
whether there was anything in the local lituation of the ports of Ireland, which could enable 
her to make this circuitous voyage cheaper than we could mike the dire ft one. Tier.- was 
If ill another circuit) Dance of confidenuion :—Ireland could now lend a cargo to the Well In¬ 
dies, and bring a cargo direftly from thence to Britain; or flic could invoice a part of her 
cargo to Ihitain and a part ro Ireland. In Ihort, what was there in the trilling addition to 
tlide immunities made bv the propolitions, that could awaken the appreiicnfions of a fober 
merchant or a found politician. 

The other leading mcafure, at this time, before Parliament, was the equalising the duties 
in the produce and mannfaftures of both countries. #Thc refull of this Mr. Pitt undertook to 
explain. Prohibitory duties were, at prefent, impofed in Britain on the majority of the ma- 
mifafturcs of Ireland; linen, however, was a liberal exceptioii: on the contrary, cur ma- 
nufafturcs had been imported into Ireland at low duties : a queilion might therefore be put, 
whether, under the accumulation of our heavy taxes, it would be wife to equalize the duties, 
and tints to enable a country tree from thofe taxes to meet and overthrow us in their own 
markets and in ours ? To this it might be anfwcrcd, that it was not to be expected that Ire¬ 
land, with an independent lcgifl.iturc, would fubmit to be treated with lubjeftion and inferi¬ 
ority ; a generous elFort was to be made by this country, and we were to chub- between in¬ 
evitable alternatives. But in reality was it, itv a great degree, to be apprehended, that a 
country incapable of lupplying hcrfelf, Ihould prove formidable to us in a foreign maikct > 
Our manufaftures were fo decidedly fuperiorto theirs both in wo;kmanthip antldkill, that tir' 
immunity propofed to be granted would be produftive of little alteration. The low price cf 
labour in Ireland might, it is true, be urged with lbme degree of probability : but it would 
require time for the acquisition of both capital and Ikill; and the capital could not inerrafs 
without the demand : but, in an cttablilhed manufafture, impiovemrnt was fo rapid as to bid 
dttiance to rivadfhip. Beii.les, as the tn.mnfafturcs and commerce of Ireland ennealVJ, tin- 
difference between the price of labour would be iucedantly dnninilbing. After all, there migiit 
be fome branches of manufafture in which Ireland might rival, and perhaps excel England ; 
but, in a matter of genera! benefit, we Ihould calculate from general and not from parti.-; 
views; and above all, we ihould learn net to regard Ireland with an eye of jealouly. It re¬ 
quired little phiiofophy to reconcile us to a competition, which would give us a rich cudoai r 
in (lead of a poor one. Beftdcs, the proipetify cf the lifter kingdom would be a irtih lpnnp 
for our own trade. 

Such was the general outline of the propofed fyftem on its firi"! appearance, and the mam.i, 
udeofit was, probably, the reafon why it was received at tivft in this country with fo mufti 
tranquillity and acquit fee nee. The extenfive views of the objeft it embraced, occaijnned .1 
diffident and becoming paufc In the minds of the people. Three weeks elapfed, without al- 

2 tn-oi. 
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1785 moft a fingle petition being prefcnted to the Houfe of Commons, againft the fyfiem which had 
been opened by the Chancellor of the Exgtiequer. In the interim, a report prepared by a 
committee of council appointed for the conimeration of all matters relative to trade and foreign 
plantations, was laid by the ininifter on the table of the Houfe of Commons to alfift its deli¬ 
berations. This committee had been originally appointed on the 5th day of March, 1784, and 
confided of Lord Sydney, who prelided, the firft Lord of the Admiralty, the Pay mailers of 
the Army, theTreafurer of the Navy, and fourteen other members of the Privy Council: Mr, 
Charles Jenkinfon, (fince created Lord Hawkefbury) was confidered as the moil aftive mem¬ 
ber and real direftorof this board. The queftions referred to their confideration, related en¬ 
tirely to the latter of the two heads, into which Mr. Pitt has dillributed the benefits conceded 
to Ireland, and principally concerned the propriety of reducing the duties payable in this 
country, upon the importation of goods, the growth and manufacture of Ireland. 

This report, after a variety of fiaternems which are of too great a length to infert in this 
place, concludes with anfwering the two queftions referred to the committees by bis Majcilv, 
and with the propofition of a plan for regulating the future cohimercial intercourfe between 
Gieat Britain and Ireland, as follows: 

“ The committee having thus laid before your Majeftv the information they have received, 
and having hated fuch obfcrvations,as appeared to them to be neccffary, for the purpofe of ex¬ 
plaining the accounts and pointing out any miflakes in the evidence given, it is their duty 
now to offer their opinion on the firfi quefiion referred to them ; that is, on the propriety of 
reducing the duties payable in Great Britain on the impoitation of goods, the growth and ma¬ 
nufacture of Ireland, at the fame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the importation of 
the like goods the growth and manufacture of Great Britain. 

“ The committee think it right to begin by obferving, that fince the conftitution of Ireland 
Iras been put on its prefent footing, it is not probable that the people of that kingdom will reft 
fatisfied with the fame fyfiem of commerce that fubfifled before that alteration was made; for 
though the Parliament of Ireland, in their laft feflion, rejected the duties that were propofed 
for the protection of their woollen manufactures, they impofed a duty on four other articles of 
Britjfll commerce, viz. on refined fugar, on beer, wine, and printed callicocs, for the txprefs 
purpofe of encouraging their trade in thefe feveral articles. 

** And it appears, that the two Houfes of Parliament of Great Britain were of opinion, that, 
in confluence of the change made in the Irifli confiitution, forne new arrangement would be 
neceffary ; for, on the 17th of May, 1782, after having refolved, that an aft made in the fixth 
year of the reign of his late Majefty King Gcorgb the Firft, entitled, * An Aft for the better 
‘ fecuring the dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain,’ 
ought to be repealed, they came immediately to the following rcfolution ‘ That it is indif- 
‘ penfable to the ititcreft and happinefs of both kingdoms, that the conneftion between them 
« fhould be eftablifhed on a folid and permanent bafts.’ 

»« The prefent queflion, therefore, is not whether the fyfiem of commerce* on which your 
Majefty has required the opinion of the committee, is better or worfe than that which ex filed 
before the change made in the It ifh conditution, but whether it is better than that which, if 
fome agreement is not made, is likely now to take place. 

“ It appears to the committee, that in arranging the commercialintercourfe in future be¬ 
tween the two kingdoms, there are but three plans that can poffibly be adopted. 

“ Firft, That the ports of each kingdom Ihould be open to goods the growth and manufac¬ 
ture of the other, free from all duties, except thofe of cxcifc and other internal duties. 


“ As 
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178J ft A8.Jtb«re.are certain articles of commerce in which each country has a decided advantage, 

. it is probable that fuch a plan would occafion the ruin of many of . your Majefty’s fubjefts in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and introduce an immediate convulfton in the commerce of the 
V,. twokingdoms. ...... v , 

♦« Tlie feeond plan is. That <?aeh kingdom Ihould, for the future, proceed in making fuch 
rtgalatiousj andimpofiug fuch duties on the importation of goods, the growth' or manufac- 
ture ofthe o4>er, as thcir rcfpe 4 iive kgillatares fli»ll, in their wi&bm, think ncceflary for the 
prote&ionani improvement of their own Commerce. 

, Tbft-plan, which will probably be followed if fottie agreement is not made, will be the 
fource of perpetual diflenftons; will neceflarily tend to feparate each country further from the 
othwri attd,in * conrfis of; year*, will place them in their commercial relation to each other, 
in the ftateof foreign countries. 

** -The third plan is, That the two kingdoms agree on certain moderate duties to be impos¬ 
ed on the importation of goods, the growth and manufacture of the other, f«ch as wilifecure 
a due preference in the home market to the like articles of its own growth and manufaflure, 
and yet leave to the After kingdom advantages, though not equal to its own, yet fuperior to 
thofe granted to any foreign country. The duties now payable on BritUh goods imported 
into Ireland feem, by their moderation, as well adapted to anfwer this purpofc, as any that 
could be deyifed; but to make this fyftem complete, there ihouid be added proper regulations 
with tefped to bounties in future, and with tefpeft to the duties on raw materials imported 
into each kingdom. s* . „■ 

“ Jt is in the judgment of the committee, a great recommendation of this plan, that if it 
Ihould now be carried into execution, and become the fyftem to whichboth countries fhallbe 
bound,hereafter to conform, it will fecure them in future from thole unpleafant contefts, to 
which, in purfuit of their refpe&ive interefts, they may other wife be expofed; and your Ma- 
jefty, as fovereign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the dilagreeable fituation ofhav- 
ing laws prefented to you by their refpe&ivc Hoafcs of Parliament, for. your royal alient, 
which, though beneficial to one of your kingdoms, may, in their operation, be highly detri¬ 
mental to the iotemjfa^ 

" The committee humbly take leave to refer your Majefty to. the information given by the 
merchants and manufa&urers, for what relates to the particular branches of commerce in 
which they am refpe&ively engaged, and to the obfervmions made thereon. They think it 
right, however, !© general ha, obfexvc, that the duties intended to be impofed, according to 
the propofed plan, on the importation into Great Britain of goods, the growth and manufac¬ 
ture of Ireland, appear to them to be a fofficient preference in die home market, which is the 
only hf . M'weU at Great Britain, has already a 

right tq j^!: pwn market, ,.«p$ the m*rlt»t|jof foreign countries, with any goods of its 

growth and: fubjeft only to, fuch duties and reftri&iops |t its own legiflature (hall 

think,propft|:th jmppfe*. ; > 

•**. phut:.;op woollen goods imported,from Ireland, will be lower 

. • than growth or.menuht&um, being about per yard on 

old drapery* and ■'%&• on pew- whi$h.J*i on an average, nOtmore than fivc pcr cent. ; and yet 
the this branch qf commdrce, whom the ootmj^iqa'.have ex- 

atnined, .apmeff bytbeir evidence to have very |itde apprehenfion of a competition.; The 
doth*, jM^i^.^ppngigftcm of pU.other .goods...of .tbs growth..W4'.toahufaflttm:0|,|m!smd into 
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1785 this kingdom, will, according to the propofed plan, be at leaft ten per cent, and on fome arti¬ 
cles confidcraWy more, which, with the charge of freight, inference, commiffion, and port 
charges, will, in the judgment of the committee, be amply fufficieut to fecure a due prefer¬ 
ence to the lubjetts of Great Britain in their own market; efpecially if we add to what has 
been already mentioned, the fkill of eftablifeed manufa&ures, and the advantages arifing from 
long credit and great capitals: and it ought to be confidered, that if the Irifh Ihould be able to 
extend their trade in feme branches of manufa&ure, which will probably at firft be of inferior 
kinds, where labour rather than lkitl is required, the Britife trader in return will have-his ad¬ 
vantage in the feperior articles Of manufadiure, for which, by his Jkiil aa<f experience, he 
may be better qualified; Which advantage the propofed plan will fecure to him agaioli the 
non-importation agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwife made to his detriment. 
And as the people of Ireland increafe in wealth, in confequcnce of the extenfion thus given to 
their commerce, the fubjefh of GrCat Britain, will neceflarily derive advantages from it, by the 
larger faleof thofe commodities in which they particularly excel. 

“ The committee have alfo taken into confideration fee fecond queftion referred to them 
by your Majefty, via. what preferences are now given to the importation of any article, the 
growth* produce* or manufacture of Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation, 
ufe, or fide of the like articles frona,foTeign parts; and how far it may be the iotereft of Great 
Britain in future to continue or to alter the feme. 

“ For their information on this head, the committee called for two accounts, which have 
been prefented to them by the commiflioners of your Majefty’s cuftom* in England. The 
' firft account ftates the preference given to the linen mattufo&prers oflreland, on exportation 
from Great Britain, over that of foreign countries. On Irifh linen, under gd, a yard, from 
Great Britain to Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, Minorca, or tbe Eaft Indies, 
a bounty of ose-balfpehny per yard is given; of the value of 5d. and under fid. a bounty of 
, one penny per yard; of the value of fid. and under is. fid. a bounty of three.halfpence per yard. 
The fecond account Bates the articles of Irifh produce, that are fevoured in the duties on im¬ 
portation into Great Britain: rife articles are provifions, cattle, Buns, hides, cable and cord¬ 
age, flax and hemp, fail doth and canvas, iron, pitch, tar and aofin, rape feed and cakes, 
Wood and yam. Alrrsoft all of thefe are imported free, or with only a final! duty • while from 
France, and other parts of Europe, fome are prohibited, and many m them febje&ed to very 
high duties. • ■ §J1 „■ 

“ On confidering the feveral articles of Irifh growth and manufacture, to Which, according 
td the forgoing accounts, preferences ore given, it dew not appear to the committee that 
thereris any rlftfOh for altering the feme: according <0 the true principles of reciprocity, the 
Irifh blight to grattt fife feme IfefexiliQr-■oat^ridiffa.: Ireland, as is now paid 

on irifh iinen Cxported from .Grimt Britain. It would be very ineomNtnieat, and even detri- 
meittal to the commerce of Great Britain, in Hs intetoourfe with foreign cations, to fay, that 
thefe preferences fhcfuld at no time audio no refpefl be altered •, but the eomtafetee are of opi¬ 
nion, that feme feffoiebf pfeferthife fefeutd dwaya he given to the foregoing articles, being 
the'gmfelhefeminufafetmof-Ifefendf'^thdtimpOrtWion, ufe, orfele in Great Britain.” 

In me mean time, the merdiarHi and X»«b*ifofi«iW*s who bad been examined before the 
committee, -falM&tyjfM'immbM of others from every part Of fee nation, xri.pt together for 
the purpofe of taking the Trifl* ptopofitiona into feek Cohfidbrtitfeh. ; faring ^ courfe of 
’feck proceedings it appeared, that the opinions of the fentr 'by no means'coincided wife the 
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1785 inferences wbicli had beetvdrawn from their examination in the report laid before Parliament. 
This circumftance muft appear the more lingular, as many of the perfons examined were pre- 
cifcly the fame individuals in both cafes. This difference* however, may, in fome degree be 
reconciled if wc confidcr, that in the firft cafe the quefUoiiji were prepared by the reporters, 
who malt be reprefented, .whatever impartiality or rc&itude we may chufe toaferibe to them, 
as having a fpecific fyftem to vindicate, la the other cafe, the witnd&s prefented foerofelves 
at the bar of a mixed aflembly: they were examined by perfons of various deforiptums; Tome 
whocoofidered tbemfelves ms pledged for the propofed fyiietn, fome who warmly interfiled 
themfclves In its overthrow and annihilation, and a few who, unwarped by any previous fen- 
timents, wctc defirous to deduce their opinion from the refult of the whole. Many of the 
perfons examined were men of acknowledged opulence, integrity, and commercial knowledge; 
among them were Mr. Wedgewood, of Staffordfhirc'; Meffrs. Walker, Richardfon and Pcele, 
of-Manchefter; Mr. Robcrtfon, of Glafgow, and Mr. Gibbons, of Briftol. 

The number of petitions prefentedagainft the .fnlh propoimons, amounted in the whole to 
upwards of fixty. They were fent up to Parliament fromalmoft every quarter of the king¬ 
dom, and there was fcareely a fingle fpecies Of jmuufa&ure or merchandise, upon the fubject 
of which the perfons peculiarly interefted did not appear to have conceived a confiderable de¬ 
gree of alarm. • 

During the months of March, April and May, the Iloufe of Commons was occupied in 
receiving the petitions and hearing the evidence,of inanul'a 4 lurers and merchants of every de- 
feription. This laborious and minute mode of inveftigation being compleated, on the 12th 
of May the propofitiona were again brought for ward by Mr, Pitt, with many amendments, 
variations and additions. To the original fet of proportions, ten new ones were added, Tome 
of them only fupplemental to, and explanatory of the former, while fome of them contained 
much new and important matter. We (hall, therefore, infer* them in their enlarged flate, and 
as they were finally returned to the Parliament of Ireland, 

“ I. That it is highly important ter the interefts of both countries, that the commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland ihould be finally regulated on permanent and equitable 
principles, for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

“ If. That a full participation of commercial advantages ihould be permanently Tbcured to 
Ireland, whenever a provifion equally permanent and fecure, fhali be made.by the Paiiiamcnt 
of that kingdom, towards defraying, in proportion to its growing profperity, the ncceffary 
expences, in time of peace, of protccUngfoe trade and general interefts of the empire. 

“ HI. That towards carrying into full effe& fo defirable a fettienjent, it is fit and proper that 
all articles, not the growth or manufaflure of Great Britain or Ireland, except tbofc of the 


growth, produce, or mknufoflurc of any of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to 
the Streights Of Magellan, ihould be imported-into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, 
under the fame regulations, and at the fame duties (if fubjeS to duties) to which they would 
be liable, when imported dire&ly from the country or place from whence foe fame may have 
been imported into Great Britain or Ireland refpc&ively, as the cafe may be; and that all duties 
originally paid on importationinto either country refpeftively, except on arrack and foreign 
brandy, and oq rum, arid * 11 ,fort# of ftrong waters not imported from the Britiih colonies in 
the Wift IrtHies^foaU be fttllf b«k on exportation to tl«s other. But, ncvcrthclefs, 

*n4..sn*«led, as atprefent, by withholding the 
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adequate to countervail the internal duty on the manufacture, as far as relates to the duties now 
chetgcd thereon ; fuch further duty to continue fo long only-as the interaai confumption lhall 
be charged with the duty or duties to balance which it (hall be impeded ; and that, where there 
is a duty on the importation of the raw material of any manufacture in one kingdom greater 
than the like dutypn raw materials in the other, fuch manufacture may, on its importation 
into the other kingdom, be charged with fueh a countervailing duty, as may be fufficient to 
fubjefr the fame, fo imported, to burdens adequate to tliofe which the manufacture compofcd 
of the like raw material is fubjedt to, in confequcnce of duties on the importation of fuch ma¬ 
terial in the kingdom into which fuch manufa&iire is fo imported; and the faid manufadture 
fo imported, {hall be entitled to fuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the 
fame fubjedt to no heavier burden than the home-made manufadture. 

“ Kill. That, in order to give permanency to the fettlement now intended to be eftablifli- 
ed, it is neceflary that no new or additional duties Ihduid be hereafter impofed, in either king- 
. dom, on tire importation of any article of the growth, produce or manufacture of the other; 
except fuch additional duties as may be requisite to balance the duties on internal confumption, 
purfuant to the foregoing refolution, or in cottfequence of bounties remaining on fuch articles 
when exported from the other kingdom. 

“ XIV. That for the fame purpofe it is neceflary further, that no prohibition, of new or 
additional duties, lhall be hereafter impofed in either kingdom, on the exportation of any 
artie’e of native growth, produce, or manufacture, from one kingdom to the other, except 
fuch as either kingdom may deem expedient from time to time, upon corn, meal, molt, flour 
and bifeuits, 

“ XV. That for the fame purpofe, it is neceflary that no bounties whatever Ihouid be paid 
or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the other, except fuch as 
relate to corn, meal, malt, flour and bifeuits, and except alfo the bounties at prefent given by 
Great Britain on beer and fpirits diflillcd from corn, and fuch as are in the nature pf draw¬ 
backs or compenfations for duties paid; and that no bounty fliould be payable on the expor¬ 
tation of any article to any Britilh colonies or plantations, or to the Britilh fettlements on the 
coaft of Africa, or on the exportation of any article imported from the Britilh plantations, or 
from the Britilh fettlements on the coaft of Africa, or Britilh fettlements in the Eaft Indies, or 
any manufadture made of fuch article, unlefs In cafes wliere a iimilar bounty is payable in 
Great Britain, on exportation from thence, or .where fuch bounty is merely in the nature of 
a drawback or compenfation of or for duties paid, over and above arty duties paid thereon in 
, . Great Britain i and where any Internal bounty lhall be given in either kingdom, on any 
goods manufa&ured therein, and lhall remain on fuch goods when exported, a countervail¬ 
ing duty, adequate thereto, may be laid upon the importation of the laid goods into the other 
kingdom..'; . /' / . 

f* XVI, TThatit is expedientfot the general benefit of the Britilh empire, thattfre importation 
of articles/mm foreign countries Ihotild be regulated from time iro time in each Iriftgdoro, on 
fuch terouTtf may el/efruaHy favour the inebriation of fimilar articles// the growth,’ produce, 
or mahufafture of the other, except in the cafes of materkisof manufactures, which are, or 
hereafter may be allowed to be imported from foreign etmntrises.duty free ; and that in all 
cafes where any articles are or may be fnbjefr to higher dories into fhis king¬ 

dom, from the countries belonging to any of the States of North America, than the like goods 
fobjcCt to when imported as the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Britilh 

4 a colonies 
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1785 colonics and plantations, or as the produce of fifherics carried on by Britifh fubjeifts, fuch 
articles fhali be fubjeft to the fame duties on importation into Ireland, from the countries be¬ 
longing to any of the States of North America, as the lame arc or may be fubjeft to on im¬ 
portation from the faid countries into this kingdom. 

44 XVII. That it is expedient that meafurds fhould be taken to prevent difputes touching 
the exercife of the right of the inhabitants of each kingdom to fifh on the coaft of any part of 
the Britifh dominions. 


“ XVIJI. That it is expedient that fuch privileges of printing and vending books as are or 
may be legally poflefled within Great Britain, under the grant of the crown or otherwife," and 
thefopy-righti of the authors and bookfcllers of Great Britain, fhould continue to be proteft- 
ed in the manner they are at prefent by the laws of Great Britain j and that it is juft that mea- 
fures fhould be taken by the Parliament of Ireland, for giving the like protection to the copy¬ 
right of the authors and bookfcllers of that kingdom. 

“ XIX. That it is expedient that regulations fhould be adopted with refpefh to patents, to 
be hereafter granted, for the encouragement of new inventions, fo that the rights, privileges 
and reftriftions thereon granted and contained, fhali be of equal duration and force throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ XX. That the appropriation of whatever fum the grofs hereditary revenue of the king¬ 
dom of Ireland (the due eolle&ion thereof being fecured by permanent provifions) fhali pro¬ 
duce, after deducing all drawbacks, re-payments, or bounties granted in the nature of draw¬ 
backs, over and above the fum of 656,000b in each year, towards the fupport of the naval 
force of the empire, to be applied in fuch manner as the Parliament of Ireland fhaU direft, by 
an afl to be pafled for that purpofe, will be a fatisfaftory provifion, proportioned to the grow¬ 
ing profperity of that kingdom, towards defraying, in time of peace, the necefTary expences of 
protecting the trade and general interefts of the empire. 

The chief objeft of the additional prbpofitions, was to provide, firft, That whatever navi¬ 
gation laws the Britifh Parliament fhould hereafter find it necefTary to enaft for the preferva- 
tion of the marine, the fame fbould be paffod by the legiflature of Ireland. Secondly, Againft 
the importing into Ireland, and from thence into Grtat Britain, of any other Weft India mer¬ 
chandizes than fuch as were the produce of our own colonies; and thirdly. That Ireland 
fhould debar itfelf from trading to any of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Streights of Magellan, fo long as It fhould be thought aeceflary to continue the charter of the 
Eaft India Company, 

In the courfe of the dehates upon the proportions as they flood with thefe amendments and 
additions, that which met with, the moft vigorous oppofition, independent of fuch general 
retfonrog as went againft the fyftetn altogether, was the fourth in which Great Britain, it was 
affected, affumed both a prefent and future power to bind Ireland by fuch afts as fhc fhould 
pafs relative to the trade and commerce of both kingdoms. This was ftated to be in dire ft 
oppofition to what had been foiemnly ftipulated betwixt the two kingdoms; namely, that Ire¬ 
land was in future oniy to be bound by her own ftatutes,^—that it was a refumption of the 
right of legiftating for Ireland, which this country had renounced,—that it was bartering the 
liberties of Ireland for the advantages held out to that kingdom by the fyftem now propofed, 
and thereby purdbafing Irifh flavery at the cxpence of Englifli commerce. 
f With refpeft to the la^ propofition, which ftipulated, that whenever there fhould he a fur- 
plus of the .revenue of Ireland, over and above the fvun of 656,000!. fuch furplus fhould be 
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1785 applied to the fupport of the Britt Ih navy, it was urged, that if this was held forth as a com- 
pcnfation for advantages voluntarily refigned by Great Britain, nothing could be more falla¬ 
cious, the prefent net revenue of that kingdom being little more than 333,000!. and therefore 
little more than half the ftipulatcd fum, over and above which the far plus only was to be ap¬ 
plied in aid of the public revenue of this country. 

The arguments which were offered generally and againft the whole of the propofed fyftcm, 
went chiefly upon the fuppofed injury which the manufa&ures and commerce of Great Britain 
would l'uftain from it: the former, from the comparative fmall price of labour in Ireland, 
which akme, it was Contended, would foon enable that kingdom to underfelt us both at home 
and abroad j the latter, from the facility with which itwas well known the revenue laws in 
Ireland were evaded. 

The impoffibility of preventing the clandeftlne importation pf a variety of the moft impor¬ 
tant articles, was ffrongly infifted on ; and it was added, ’that the competition which would 
arife between the two kingdoms, which foould fell cbeapeft, would, ofcourfo, encreafe the 
evil: finally, it was argued, that fuch was the nature of the propoCtions, that in whatever 
proportion one country might benefit from them, in the very fame degree the other would be¬ 
come a Infer, , 

In favour of the fyftcm it was argued, that it was a meafure Of ahfolute neccflity, in order to 
put an end to -the difeoutents which prevailed to fo alarming a degree in the filler kingdom.— 
That if the prefent propofttio ns were hot paffed into a law, all that had already been done in 
favour of Ireland would prove nugatory, as it was clearly inadequate to the expedations of that 
country.. 

That with refped to the fourth proposition, it was a condition which the fafety of pur own 
navigation laws made it neceffary to annex' to the boon granted to Ireland. ThaJ it was illi¬ 
beral to infer from hence, that the Britilh legislature had any views of trenching on tire inde¬ 
pendence of Ireland, fince it left to that .kingdom the option of taking or refuiing the advan¬ 
tages held out to her fubjed to fuch a condition. That the condition itfelf was fuch as had 
frequently been adopted in the negotiations of independent Hates, as in the late treaty between 
this kingdom and France, when the latter bound berfeJf to puhlifo certain edids, as foon as 
other edids ftipulated on our part, were publifhed by this country. 

• With refped to the difadvantages which it had been fuppofed our roanufadurers would have 
to encounter from the comparative fmall price of labour in Ireland, it was laid, that fuch a 
mifapprehenfion arofe from a mifcotiception of the real fad. That the wages of artizam and 
xnanufaduren, although not of common, labourers, were higher there than in this country, 
and therefore there was little likelihood of their being able to underfel us pp that ground; nor 
could our commerce be in any danger from the reafons which had been alleged, fine* the pro- 
vifions and reftridions, contained in the propofitions, were fu&cieat as well to prevent any 
clandeftine importation of foreign goods into Ireland, as to infore the duties payable on all 
fuch as might belcgally imported; v; 

It wasalfo urged, thitt when the 'j^rteiple pf the .compeofotion. opr foe part el 1 Ireland was 
objc&ed to, itihould be rememhered that, the former proceedings on .|B*kk^:.pqp»cef- 
fions to Ireland, it **a* .foe uni:verto;j«af^^ ,; ^.‘ob}ed«»n,. that-Ireland., did notbearany pro¬ 
portion of the expenccs incurred in the expenditure for the general prated loti of the empire j 
but, at prefent, Ireland was willing to prove, that foe did. not demand a participation1 of pur 
/o&mercial advantages, without contributing, in an adequate proportion, to the eapetjlces in- 

’ curred 
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former times, have appropriated any particuflOr part of her revenue for naval piirpdfes. One 
great fource of wealth was denied to die inhabitants of that country, in the colonial trade, 
which was confidered■«!' a ■ priutium' Of the Britilh’ commerce. The contrary, however, was 
now the Cafe; and while a certain fpecifiO'appropriation fhoald be made for public pUrpofes, 
there was no exetufion of the exercife of generality and liberality in the I rifts' Parliament, 
whenever the unforefcen events or the natural contingencies of a war might call for it,' As to 
the hereditary rCvehUe, it was infixed that its Increafe had borne, arid might be expected to 
continue to bear, an exaQ proportion to the mereafing wealth arid opulence of the country.—" 
As to the grant of the furplus above 656,000], it is certainly a diminution of the royal power 
and property, and has been liberally conceded to ftrcngthetj the whole empire by a great com¬ 
mercial adjuftmeat between theft two kingdoms. In Jhort, it Was infilled by the friends to 
the proportions, that, on a fair and attentive examination of their principles, they would ap¬ 
pear to be, firft, to encourage and extend, as much as poflible, the trade between the two 
kingdoms, on permanent and equitable principles; fecondly, that the inhabitants of each 
ihould trade to and from the Britilh colonies, fettlemcnts, and dominions, in every part of 
the globe, now or hereafter to be planted or acquired, on equal terms, both by direft and cir¬ 
cuitous voyages. t 

The propofitions, after having been agitated upwards of three months, and after having re¬ 
ceived a variety of amendments and alterations, finally palled the Houfe of Commons by a large 
majority; and, on the 30th of May, were carried up to the Houfe of Lords. They here again, 
encountered a very fpirited oppofition, and received fome amendments, though by no means 
of a material nature. 

Tbeqsropofitions having thus paffed both Houfcs, a bill founded on them was brought into 
the Houfe of Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was read the firft time be¬ 
fore the end of the ftffion, and was followed by in addrefs to his Majefty by both Houfes of 
Parliament, wherein they acquainted him with what they had done in this bufinefs; adding, 
at the fame rime, that it remained for the Parliament of Ireland to judge of the conditions ac¬ 
cording to their Wifdom and difCretion, as Well as of every other part of the fctUement propo- 
fed to be cftablilhed by mutual confent. -' . 

On. the X2th of Auguft, the Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland moved the Houfe of 
Commons of that kingdom to bring in a bill correfpondent to that moved by the English 
minifter. The debates onthis occafion were long and animated. Whatever had the leaft ap¬ 
pearance of infringing on the legiftative independence of Ireland, was oppofed in terms of 
the higheftr difopprobatiett. The perpetual difpofition of her hereditary revenue by the laft 
propoIri«n,-»»^ furre»der bf heir commercial legiilation by the fourth,—and the reftraint im- 
pofed on her from trading beyondthe Cape of Good Hope arid the Straits of Magellan by the 
ninth, Were put its every point of view in which:argument and eloquence coald place them. 

% In favour of the bil| It was argued, that the.fourth propofirion, which had excited fo much 
jealoufy and alarm, child not. ori hny fair conftruftidn, belaid to take from Ireland her right of 
commercial fcgifiario»,*ny more than riseaftspafled in theyears 1779and 178a had done before; 
wherein: Ireland had ftipdlated to trifde with the Britifh colonies and -fettlenMrnw Infifeh man¬ 
ner as GreatBritain herfelf traded, to adopt the fame reflriaions and > regulation^ iVThat, in 
the bill before them, it Was proposed to trade with Great Britain on the fame principle; the 
Ubisiy of either complying with the conditions, or renouncing the agreement fo wfs, whenever 
' You IV. ' 4 F * tlic 
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1785- the conditions fhould be obnoxious and diflatisfaflory, would be left, by the prefent bill, full 
as much in thp power of the Irifh Parliament as it was by either of the foregoing aits. The 
only difference was, that, by the former afts, Ireland lipd’ fubicribcd to the commetcial laws 
which had been adopted by Great Britain for a<p year* back'; by the prefent, to fuch as that 
country fhould bind itfelf to in future; but that it would be {till in the power of the Irifh 
Parliament to renounce thefe laws, and the whole agreement together, whenever it thought 
proper. On the other hand, t^e commercial advantages offered to Ireland by the bill, were 
Bated to be very important; the linen trade wos thereby fccured to her for ever; the colony 
trade, through Ireland to Great Britain, was given her ; the Britifh markets were thrown 
open to Irifh mapufa&ures: and again, as thefe raanufa&arcs were allowed to be re-exported 
from Great Britain, with a drawback of all duties, the Irifh would, in effeft, export on the 
foundation of Britifh capital, at the fame time that they were left to employ their own capital 
in the extenfion of their home manufactures. 

The Houle at length divided.upon the queftion; when there appeared for leave to bring in 
the laill, 127 againft ip8. So fmall a majority in favour of fuch an important meafure, was 
confsdered in the light of a defeat; for although Mr- Qrde afterwards moved to have the bill 
read a fecond time, and to be printed, he obferved, that having done this, he did not intend 
to make any further progrefs in the bufinefs during the prefent feffion. He had refolved to 
wait till the people' had leifure to examine and underftand it j and though he was induced to 
fuppofe that a confiderable time would be nccefiary for that purpofe, he entertained no doubt, 
but that the more it was uodcrftood, the more it would be found for tbe benefit and advantage 
of the country, and the lefs reaion would be difpovered to impute any thing to it hoflile to the 
confutation; nor would he again bring it forward at all, until the nation in general fhould 
grow into a better liking of the meafure. 

Thus terminated the intended commercial arrangement between Great Britain and Ireland, 
after having, for feven months, employed the attention of both kingdoms. 

We have mentioned, under the preceding years, tbe plan formed for the fettlement of a con- 
fiderabie number of Genevefc, wbo had communicated their defies to eftablilh tbemfelves in 
Ireland. 1 he commiffionets who were feat to I>ublin on this occafion, received tbe greatdt 
perfonal attention from all ranks of people. Their retjueft with refpeflt to the admiffion of 
their countrymen into Ireland, was complied wjth; and a particular trad of land, in the 
county of Waterford, was fit apart for the new fcttleri. 

But notwithftanding thefe, preparations, the whole fcbeme, in,the end, proved abortive.— 
The terms infilled upon by the Genevejfe, previous to thek becoming fubje&s of a new Hate, 
were, full, that they fhould be reprefented in Parliament; fecoodly, that they lhould be 
formed into a diflind corporation ; and,’ thirdly, that they lhould ibe governed by their own 
laws. Thp firft of thefe conditions might have been a matter of opinion, and fubjeft to dif- 
cuffion ; but the two Ipft were held to be incompatible with the laws and the confutation of 
Ireland; and, as fuch, were totally rejaQed. 

This difagreement on thefe leading point*, pat an end to all further procedure In tbe bufi¬ 
nefs. Seme of the Geaevefe, however, tranfported themfel ves into Ireland; but they foon 
found,,by. experience, that nothing was gained by changing their foliation; and moil of them, 
after a Ihort. flay, quitted the kingdom. 

The reciprocal advantages which might have accrued to Ireland and tbe Genevefc emigrants 
from the propofed fettlement, oven had it taken place, in the fulleft extent, could never, it is 

prefumed, 
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1)85 prefumed., have equalled, or been many degree proportionable to the fanguine expectation* 
fome men had been led to form on the fubjeft. The Genevcfe being chiefly mechanics, muft 
have been ill foiled, from their former habits of life, to the labour of agriculture ; and they 
were to be fettled in 4 part of Ireland where their fubfiftence would have depended much more 
upon thofe labours, than all the mechanical ingenuity which they poffHTed. 

Early in the preceding year, there bad been a great fearciry of provifions at Newfoundland; 
and at the period when the neceffities of tlie fettlers were moft urgent, feveral vefTcls arrived 
there from America laden with provifions. * On this occafion. Admiral Campbell, the gover¬ 
nor of Newfoundland, was much at a lofs how to aft: his own opinion was, that the provi¬ 
fions might be legally imported.—He, however furomoned a council, and took the belt advico 
he could upon the fpot. The council were unanimoufly of opinion with the governor; and, 
under that fanflion, the provifions were permitted to be landed. An account of thefe proceed¬ 
ings was tranfmitted home by Admiral Campbell, with a requifition of the advice and autho¬ 
rity of government how to aft for the future in fimilar Cafes ; as it was neceflfary to afcertaiti 
how far any fubjeft of commerce might be legally imported, though in Britifh bottoms, from 
an independent (late, to any of the colonics of England. To fettle this point, a bill for con¬ 
fining, for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United Slates of America and his 
Majcfty’s fubjefts in the ifland of Newfoundland, tq bread, flour, and live-flock, to be impor¬ 
ted in none but Britilb-built fhips, aftuaily belonging to Britifh fubjefts, kc. was brought 
into Parliament, as there was a doubt whether tlie intercourfe bill with the United States ex¬ 
tended to this objeft, 

A difficulty, however, was ftarted upon this fubjeft, and 'urged with equal warmth and 
perfevcrance. It was obferved that this bill was iu direft oppofition to the navigation laws of 
this country, the leading principle of which was, that foreign produce could not be imported 
into the Britifh colonies without being previoufly landed in this kingdom. It was alfo ob¬ 
ferved, that Canada and Nova Seotia, as well as the traders of this country, were competent 
to fnpply the ifland of Newfoundland with every thing that could be obtained from the States 
of America; and that the bill in queftion was founded in a partial indulgence to the merchants 
of Poole and Dartmouth. It Was, at the fame time, propofed to call in evidence to prove the 
truth of the latter opinions. 

On the other hand, it was infilled, that the intercourfe in Britifh fhips between the ports 
of Newfoundland and thofe of the United States, had, for the laft two years, been aftuaily 
eftablifhed 1 that though, in a few years, the exports from Nova Scotia and Canada might be 
fufficient to fupply Newfoundland!, they were not then in a condition to anfwer the urgent 
demands of the prefent moment; and that if England could fumilh grain at a rate fufficicntly 
cheap for the purpofe, there could be no doubt but the Englifh merchant would have the pre¬ 
ference, The hearing of evidence was objected to from the urgency of the calcs and the bill 
finally received the fanftion of the legiflaturc. 

In confequence of the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, their fufpicious appearance, and mif- 
chievous influence on the government of the Carnatic, the examination into their nature and 
circumftanccs was referred, by the regulating India bill of the laft fefiion, to the court of direc¬ 
tors, as far as the materials they were in pofleffion of fhould enable them to do ; vind that they 
fhould give fuch orders to their prefidencies and fervants abroad, for completing the inveftiga- 
tion thereof, a« the nature of the queftion ihall require ; and for cftablilhing, in concert with 
the Nabob of Arcot, fuch funds for the difcharge of thofe debts which flwli appear to be juftly 
, 4 F 2 due, 
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1785 due, according to their'refpe&ive rights of priority, as fhall be conQftcnt with die rights of 
the India Coinpariy, the fecurity of the creditors, and the honour and dignity of the Nabob. 

Thecohrt of direftors, in execution of the trhft repdfifd. hi them, prepared orders to be 
fent to their council at Madias, in which, after ftattng the fuCpitious circhraftancea under 
which many of the debts appeared tothem to have been contrafted, theydlrefted them, in obe¬ 
dience to the pofitive injuhftions of the aft* to proceed to a more complete inveftigation of the 
nature and origin thereof. 1 Thefe orders being communicated to the board of contrdul, were 
rejefted by them, and a new letter drawn Up, *in Which the claims of the creditors were all, 
with feme little limitations, eftablifhed, and a fund for their difeharge affigned out of the re¬ 
venues of the Carnatic, and the priority of payment fettled amongft the feveral claffes of cre¬ 
ditors. At a meeting of fuch of the Nabob’s creditors as were' in England, thefe orders were 
publicly read j and on the ground of fuch a proceeding, a motion was made in the Houfe of 
Lords for copies or extrafts of all letters or orders iffued by the court of direftors, In purfu- 
ancc of the injun&ions con tained in the 37th and 38th daufes of the regulating aft of the laft 
ietfcon. 

In fupport of tlie motion, the dangerous confequences of fuffering the board of controul to 
fuperfede the authority of a pofitive aft of Parliament, and the fufpicious circumftance of its 
clandeftine interference in an enormous money tranfaftion, the management of which had 
been exprefsly delegated to other perfons by an aft of the legillature, were ftrongly infilled on. 
On the other hand, it was afferted, that the conduft of the hoard bad been within the flrift 
letter of the ftatute, infomuch as they were enabled by a claufe in the aft; tooriginate orders, 
in cafes of urgent neceffity, and to direft their being tranfmitted to India; nor had thefe 
orders beeri given till after a careful and fufficient examination into the fubjeft. The motion 
was rejefted without a di-vifion: ,a fimiiar motion was made in the Houfe of Commons, and 
fhared a fimilar fate. 

On the 10th of June, petitions were prefented to thiwCommons from the merchants of 
London, Briftoi, and Glafgow, trading in tobacco. The objeft of tire petitions Was to obtain 
a contolidation of the various imports into one fpeeific charge, as weft as fame meafure to be 
lclefted by the legillature for the reduftion of the exifting duties, or the toppreffion of illicit 
trade. Irt fupport of thefe petitions, the following information on the fubjeft was aothenti- 
caliy ftated. 4,1 I|S 

When the commerce of America was at its height, the imports from that country to Great 
Britain, if valued at their prime coft, amounted to about tv5OO,0OCdt per annum; of which 
fum no lefs than 700,000!. confifted of tobacco; to that the trade in the article of tobacco 
comprised very ncar one-half of all thtr lmports from America to Britain. This important 
trade, of Which, at that period, Great Britain was exclufively poffeflcd, but which has fincc 
been unfortunately interrupted, would, if the Ohftades ftated id the petition couldlie removed, 
unqueftionably return to its ancient and natural channei. This is evident from many reafons 
that might be produced, if toe following ones were not fufficient. r 

The market of France annually afford* a fhle for 35,5360 hogiheids of tobacco ; yet, with ail 
her induftry, the utmoft fhe could obtain from America, in the preceding year, was 1,200 
' hogiheads. ’ : ; W- V; • ■' 

, Holland, including the market of Germany, which fhe ufualiy fupplies, affords a fale for 
*8,000 hogfheads a ye?r ; yet, iii the cOurto pf the laft year, dhe received from America no 
more than 5,000 hogiheads. Thus it appeared, that France and Holland together, imported 
|f 2 r ■ • • v ; direftiy 
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785 dire&ly from America no more than 6,200 hogihcads of tobacco laftjear, while Britain alone 
imported, in the fame titnc, more than 30,5100. Sachs is the fuperiority of Englilh manufac¬ 
tures,—fuCb the friperihr credit of her merchants,—fuch the prcdilcAion of tjie American 
planters for the country of their ancient correfpondence,^ But however ftrongly the trade of 
America inclined to its former courfe, it never could make a durable return, uniefs the ob- 
ftacles that gave rifo to tbefo petitions were removed, , To effc& this falutary purpofe, a bill 
was brought in by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, fpr the better fecuring the dudes payable 
upon tobacco ; and aifo, on introducing it, declared, that the revenue at prefertt arifing from 
that article, fcarce exceeds one-half of what the net duty would be, if it were paid on the whole 
quantity confumed in the .kingdom. 

On the 4th of J% Mr. Beaufoy, who had fome days before prefented a report to the 
Houfc from the committee appointed to enquire into the ftate of the Britilh fiflieries, and into 
the molt cffe&ual means of their extenfion and improvement, made a motion to take the par¬ 
ticulars of the faid report into consideration. In fupport of certain rcfolutions which he after¬ 
wards moved, and which principally related to the herring filhery, he obferved* that this 
filhcry had been engrofled from us by the Dutch; and that the bounties, amounting to little 
lefs than 2p,oool. a year, had been an ufelefs ex pence. This was attributed by file committee 
to the ciicumftance of the Englilh veflels not hein^ permitted to fail till the ift of October, 
though the fiftiery, in reality, commenced as early as the ift of June. The veflels were aifo 
obliged by law to make a circuitous voyage, while the Dutch made a direffc one. Various 
other evils were ftated, and propofed to be redrefled; and it was particularly urged to the 
Houfc, from our fuccefs in the Newfoundland and Greenland ftfttcries, that the fuperiority of 
the Dutch in the fiftiery in queftion, was not owing to any inherent or unalienable advantage. 
It was only in the fifbery for herrings, a fiftiery upon her own coafts, and which Are alone 
could confine through tire winter, and thus unite die advantage of bptb feafons, tliat the ex¬ 
ertions of Bjtain had foiled s^uccefs, and,wherein Holland had preferved the afcendency. 
The rcfolutions were as fallow;— 

“ That every bufs or filing vefthl, properly fitted out, and furaiflied S as by law required 
for veflels entered for the bounty, fliall be allowed to clear out of any port of Great Britain at 
any time between the ift of June and the tft of O&ober, and to proceed Immediately to her 
fiftiing ftstion, and, to caft her nets, without being obliged to rendezvous at any other port or 
place. ■ , .. , , 

“ That the mafters ofbuTeaor othc|.ycficls empfoyed in the herring fiftiery, fliall be at 
liberty to put.pbafe frefli herrings of the boat ftfhcrs, (being Britiflj fubj««&$) and to Ihip the 
herrings which they (hall take, or which they (hall parchale as aforefatd, on board any atten¬ 
dant Britifli veflei, with pertuiflkm toiand the fame, under proper regulations, in any of the 
ports of Great Britain-, Upon ,oa^ Mng mj^b by the mafter of the fmaller yefle! lb landing 
them as aforefaid, or by . tH,*r;Jpvmer, ; pfi;ihr,fi(h, that the fifti were, to the heft of his know¬ 
ledge and belief, caughtity provided that, if the. attendant veflei which lhall 

fail with Jfech filh, Ibalflaod m*y other pert than that from which the principal veflei 

cleared put* a proper certificate of the number of barrels of failed liih fo landed, fliall be ob¬ 
tained from tlw principal officer of cuftoms at fudi'port, before the bond for the duties on the 
fait talpeaoft board the principal yeiTcl fliall be difehaaged: and, provided, alfp, that no buis 
« yeflclTekumitig to port within the fpace of three months alter her clearance outwards, un- 

; lefs 
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1785 lefs with a full cargo, the whole of which fhall have been taken, and cared or falted by fuch 
bufs or veflel, Ihali be entitled to a bounty. 

** That for-reviving and encouraging the cod fiftery in the North feas and m Iceland, the 
owner of any veflel employed therein, fhall beat liberty to nfe, in the faid filhery, Britilh 
made fait, doty free; and to warehoufe, under'the key of the officer, any furplas fait remain¬ 
ing iu fuch veflel, apoh her return to the place of her out-fit; under the like rules and regu¬ 
lations as are provided for furplus fait brought back in veflels employed in the herring filhery. 

.** That sdi belles, and other filing veflels; fhall, in future, be permitted to be entered for 
the bounty, without any limitation of their burthen or .tonnage; veflels of lefs than 20 tons 
excepted: nor fhall any bufs or. veflel be entitled to the bounty for more than 80 tons, al¬ 
though Of a larger burthen. ^ 

That all bufleS and veflels employed in the herring fifherics, fhall be at liberty, during 
the time of their continuance at Tea, to catch and cure cod, ling, and hake, as well as herrings, 
and fhall be fubjeft to the fame regulations, and fhall have the fame privilege of curing the 
faid other fpecie 3 Offifh with fait duty free, as in the cafe of herrings j but that no bounty 
fhall be allowed on the exportation of the laid other fpecies of filh ; and, therefore, that fuch 
other fliall be marked, by cutting their tails in the manner preferred for marking filh cured for 
home confumption.” t . 

After fome attempts to poflpotie the confideration of this important fubjeft to another 
period, the refolutions were agreed to, and a bill ordered in upon them. 

The number of foips employed from England in the whale fifbery, to Davis’s Straits and 
the Greenland feas, in the courfe of this year, amounted to 139,-^carrying 47,000 tons, and 
navigated by 0 ,600 men and boys, befides 15 Ihips from Scotland. The number of Ihips 
from Holland in thefame filhery, and during the firrae period, amounted to 65. 

His Danilh Majefty iflued a proclamation in this yeaT for encouraging teeigners, as well as 
natives, to embark in the whale and fealfilheries from thalriringdom to GdKnland, Iceland, 5<c. 
by which a boanty of 15 rix-dollars per Danilh commercial laft (or about 30s. fterling per 
ton, Britifh meafureroent) was offered to perfons ebufing to embark in that trade from the 
faid kingdom to be paid down in calh before the fhip is fitted out, on fecurity being given 
that fuch veflel or veflels Ihallbe ready, and do fail on that errand, (wind and weather per¬ 
mitting) atthe time apjpointedin the royalproelatMtion. ' s ' 

Perfons engaging in this trade, to have free permifiion to employ, for the fervice of the 
filhery, foreign mechanics, harpooners, boat-ftecrers,kc. of what nation foever. Such fo¬ 
reigner*, fo long as they continue hf this employ, to be free from ail manner of taxes and 
burthens, and have Icave to quit the kingdom, with all their effefts, whenever'they think pro¬ 
per. No ex^ptions am foade to Ihips foreign bujii, yirhetber oak or alh. Everylhip, how¬ 
ever, was to-bring its cargo direft to the Danilh.market, to be foM there by private or public 
contract, exceptanexprefs ordervragivenfontsexportatron. V\ 

It was further permitted all owners and matters’offliips failing to thofe feasfrdm the king¬ 
dom of Denmark, to trade with the Danilh factories, Or riao Ves oh the coaftt, ifiahd of Ice¬ 
land, &c, and to import foreign manufactures duty free, intended as articles of barter in the 
Greenland trade, 

The Canada &les, in this year, amounted to 242,000!. ' 


In 
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1785 In confeqttence of the ad, pafifed by the Parliament of Great Britain, to regulate the com¬ 
merce between the Britifh Weft India colonies, and the United States of America, the legis¬ 
lature of Maflachufett’s in North America, palled an aft on the 23d of June in this year, pro¬ 
hibiting the exportation, from any part or harbour of the commonwealth, of any goods, wares, 
or merchandize, the growth, manufacture, or produce of any of the United States, in Britifh 
fliips, on pain of forfeiting the vefiel, &c. This aft contains alfo feveral fubordinate claufes 
of regulation, which are not fufficiently material to ftate at large. 

On the 10th of July, the King’s council'of Frarice iffued a decree refpefiting the importation 
of certain foreign goods. This decree prohibits all , white or raw callicoes, and alfo linens 
and callicoes, handkerchiefs, dimities and nankeens, fabricated cither in the Indies or any 
where elfe abroad, that are not the produft of their India Company’s trade; and alfo all kinds 
of foreign gauzes, lawns, fee. with the exception of foreign blue linens, ftriped, checked, 
dyed, painted, or ftamped, for the Guinea trade. This was a general decree for the purpofe of 
prote&ing the intereftsof the Eaft India Company, and the manufafl cries of the kingdom : but 
a fecond decree, which was publifhedon the 17th of the fame month, levelled its prohibitions 
principally at the manufafilures and produce of Great Britain. 

All kinds of fadicry, hofiery, woollen cloths, hardwares, all polifhed ftecl wares, (except tools 
and inftruments fit for arts and fcienccs) and alfo $11 kinds of foreign cryftal and glafs, on 
pain of the faid goods being confifeated, and of being fined ten thoufand livres. An excep¬ 
tion is made for fuch as follow no trade, and who import the goods, wares, See. only for their 
own ufeand perfonal confumption, on payment of 30 per cent. duty. 

On the 8th of November in this year, a definitive treaty of peace took place between the 
Emperor of Germany and the States General, by which the navigation of the river Scheldt, 
the grand objeft of the late war between tliofc two powers, remains, with very little and im¬ 
material variation, in it* former ftate. 

On the fame day a treaty ofFlliance was figned between his Moft Chriftian Majefty and the 
States General. By this treaty, the Chriftian King and the States General promife to con¬ 
tribute all in their power to their refpcfilive fecurity, and to preferve themfeives in tranquillity, 
peace, and neutrality, as alfo the afihtal pofieffion of all their eftates, domains, franchifes and 
liberties, and to protefit each other from any lioftile attack in all parts of the world ; and in 
order the more pofitively to fix the extent of the guarantee with which his Majefty has charged 
himfelf, it is exprefsly ftipulatcd, that it fhall comprehend the treaty erf Muntler of 1648, and 
of Aix-la-Cliapelle of 1748, except the derogations which the laid treaties have undergone, or 
may undergo in future. The contrafiling parties engage to unite for the preservation of peace, 
and in cafe either of them are threatened with an attack, the other (hall ufe his good offices to 
prevent hoftilities : but if tire faid good offices fhall prove inefFefilual, his Chrjftjan Majefty and 
their High Migbtinefles engage from this time to affift each other both by fea and land ; for 
which purpofe, his Chriftian Majefty 'Shall furnilh the States General with j 0,000 infantry, 
2,000cavalry, 12 fail of the line and 6 frigates; and their High Migbtinefles, in cafe of a 
marine w»r, or in cafe his Majefty fhadl meet with any hoftilities by fen, ffiall furnilh 6 (hips 
of the line and 3 frigates; and in cafe of an attack upon the French territory, the States Ge¬ 
neral fhall furnilh their contingent of troops in money, at io,oco Dutch florins per month 
for 1,000 infantry, and 30,000 florins per month for 1,000 cavalry; the eftimate to be made 
on the footing of 5,000 infantry and 1,000 cavalry. When a marine war (hall be declared, in 

1 which 
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1785 which neither of the pontrafting powers have any part, they fhall mutually guarantee to each 
other the liberty of the feas, &c. 

On the figning the foregoing treaties, a memorial was prefented to the States by Sir James 
Ilairis, the British plenipotentiary at the Hague, which concludes in the following manner; 

“ Yet if your High Mightiness are of opinion, that, on account of the civil diflcnfions, 
which, for fome time, have unfortunately prevailed within the Republic, to bis Majefty's 
great concern, the prefent time is ill fuited to the fettling of the mutual interefts of both na¬ 
tions, an objeS ever prefent to bis Majefty, it is hoped, at leaft, that your High Migbtincflis, 
after fuch affu ranees from the King, and alibis Majefty’s friendly difpofitions towards the Re¬ 
public, will think it fuitabic to your wonted wifdom, not to be drawn in to accept of any en¬ 
gagements which might, at any time, betray you into a fvftem, contrary to that reftitude which 
hath ever guided his Majefty, or, by making you fwerve frgm the (olid balls of an independent 
neutrality, raife mfeparable obftaclcs to the renewal of an alliance between the two poweis, 
when time and circumftances may prefent it to your High MightmeiTes as a matter of neceftity 
and mutual conveniency, &c.” 

On the fecond day of December in this year, John Temple, Efq. was received in the cha- 
rafter of Conful General of his Britannic Majefty by the Congrefs of America. 

The fhip owners and others concerned in the coa) trade, having, in the early part of this 
year, entered into a combination to enhance the price of coals, a common council was aflem- 
bkd, to whom the Lord Mayor ftated this alarming circum fiance. It was in confluence re¬ 
commended to put the laws againft unlawful combinations into execution; and application 
being made to the miniftry, an adveitifement appeared in the Gazette, with a declaration of 
his Majefty’s pardon, and a reward of 200I. to any perfon Concerned in fuch combination, 
who Ihould difeover the abettors or promoters of the fame. At the fame time the following 
notice was fcrved on the coal buyers, coal fattors, &c. by Mr. Saxby, the Water Bailiff, via. 

*• The Lord Mayor being extremely anxious, that the inhabitants of the city and p%$B adja¬ 
cent may receive their ordinary fupply of coals, and that the perfons ufuaHy employed ill the 
coat trade may no longer be kept out of employment, has directed me to give immedjaS* notice 
to the coal owners, faftors, and all others concerned in the coal trade, that unlefe $e fhips 
now in the river begin to unload their cargoes without further delay, his lordlhip is prepared 
and determined to carry into immediate effeft the refolution of the Court of Common Council, 
and caufe all perfons to be brought to that punithment, which the common and ftatute laws 
of the realm have prepared for thofe who enter into combinations to obftruA the faie of that 
neceflary commodity, and enhance the price thereof, 

(Signed,) « WILLIAM SAXBY, 

July 29, tySg. ** Water Bailiff ef (be City of London,” 

An account of the number of gallons contained in the ftills entered and ufed by diftiilers and 
refiifiers 1st the feveral colleftions in England and Wales, between the 10th of September, 


1784, and the 5th of July, 

1785, diftinguifbing re&iftsrs from diftiilers. 


< Number o/GaUm. 

Number of Gallons. 

ColleBiom. 

, , Diftiilers, 

, Beftifitrs. 

Briftol, 

— v- 63,84!; 

s16,7?° 

, Cambridge, 


, t8a 

Canterbury, 


412 

Chefter, —< 


149 


. 

Cornwall, 



a, r>. 
085 
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Co'leftions, 

Cornwall, _ „ 

Derby, _ 

Doncafter, — 

Effex, _ __ 

Exeter,' ", — _ 

Gioacefler, — 

Hants, — — 

Hertford, —- _ 

Leeds, — , . 

Litchfield, — , _ 

Liverpool, __ 

Mancheftcr, — 

Marlborough, — 

Northumberland, — 

Norwich, —- __ 

Oxford, — — 

Reading, —• ' 

Rochcfter, — «_ 

Salifbury, ■— _ 

Salop, — •«. 

Sheffield, — . — 

Suffolk, — — 

Surry, — — 

Uxbridge, —. 

Wolverhampton, —. 

Worceftcr, — —. 

Yoik, — — 

Total of the country, — 

Total of London, — 

Total of London and the country. 


Number of Gallons, 
Dijlillert. 

, 63,848 


5.473 

*1.326 


3.347 


7 . *38 


'fa 


30.249 


5 . 5,87 

136,968 

96,909 

223,877 


60 1 

Number of Gall. 
ReHifiers. 
892 
192 
379 
■ 998 
1,089 
2,118 
2,161 


3.167 • 
630 
M 96 
1,165 
210 


828 

475 

>.077 

3.818 

S83 

198 

306 

436 

S’° 4 S 

687 

I.O? !* 

624 

57,2084 

102,643* 

*59.852 


Grand total 383,729 gallons, which; at a halfpenny per gallon, amounted to 799]. 8s. 8 'd 
An account of the amount of the revenue arifing from the difUlkry in England, from the ift 
of November, 1784, to the 5th of July, 1785, 

Corn Distillery. £, s . d . 

In London and its environs, — - — » 


Drifted, — ; —- — 

, • 

—* Tewkfbury, — • — 

— Worccfter, — — — 

— Maidftone, — — — 

—- Berwick, — — — 

Total amount of the revenue of the corn diftillery, 

Vol. IV. ‘ 4 G 


14,566 5 o 
1.835 *0 o 
7 . 43 ° 10 o 
6,287 19 ii 
4.131 5 10 - 


£• s. d. 

279**788 19 7 


'34,251 


0 e 


314.040 o 7* 


Melasses 
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Mjelassrs DlS?ILLERY. 
In London and its environs, 

— Briftol, — — 


Brought over. 


Total amount of the revenue arifing from the diftillery in England, 
Total amount of the revenue arifing from the diftillery in Scotland, 
Amount of the equalizing duty paid in England, — 

Amount of duty actually paid, — — 

The difference in the flock on hand, on the ift of November, 1784, 
and the ift of November, 1785, was 2,700 tons, at 30I. per ton; which 
difference muft be confidered as part of the confumption bf 1785, 

Total, 


TI ON 


1 - 

s. 

d. 

3*4,040 

0 

7 i 

10,645 

0 

54 

210 

8 

04 

324 . 89 S 

9 

ip 

93 . 70 * 

12 

*4 

8,000 

O 

0 

426,597 

I 

3 t 

51.000 

O 

0 

477*597 

1 

3 i 


An account of fugar and rum imported into 

this year. 

Ships. 

Jamaica, 

, , 134 * —— 

Antigua, 

*8 

• 

1 

St. Kitt’s, 

30 

Barbadoes, 

18 -— 

Granades, 

35 - 

Montfcrrat, 

5 —-- 

Nevis, 

'8 '■< 

Dominica, 

9 —— 

St. Vincent, 

10 • "■ 

Tortola, 

. 5 

Tobago, 

.. 6 

Total, , 

288 


England from March 25, 

to Oftober 19/in 

. Ca/ks of Sugar. 

Cajks of Rum. 

48,615 - 

- * 4.743 

* 3.505 - 

5 2 9 

14,220 — 

628 

7*275 — 

*33 

**»H* - *.634 

2,159 — 

- . 5 8 

3.974 ' — 

- 116 

3,601 - 14 

f 4**73 — 

251 

2,110 —— 

- 24 

699 — 

54 

112,272 

18,184 


An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this year. 


EXPORTED. 


IMPORTED. 


* 78 S- 

:Britijh 

Foreign 

*785- 

Quarters. 

England. 

Sirs. 

k”- 

England. 


Wheat, — 

65,213 

6,312 

Wheat, — 

85,796 

Wheat Floqjp, 

59 .J 64 

116 

Wheat Flour, 

11,778 

Rye, — 

* 2 , 49 * 

397 

Eye, — 

28,738 

Barley, — 

Malt, — * 

58,427 

9*»942 

>08 

Barley, — 

63,666 

Oats, — 

13,120 

1,605 

Oats, — 

281,018 

Oat-meal, — 

495 

33 

Oat-meal, — 

4 . 43 * 

Beans, —- 

6,323 

240 

Beans, — 

9 - 35 S 

PeaS, mm 

■*> 

6,482 

*j 399 

Peas, — 

Indian corn. 

6,736 

— 15 

exported. 
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IMPORTED. 


1785. 

Britijh 

Foreign 

1785. 

Quarters. 

Scotland. 


$S S - 

ScoartAND. 


Wheat, — 

569 

— 

Wheat, 

tj .277 

Wheat Flour, 
Bear, — 

911 

4.770 

_ 

Wheat Flour, —- 

>*, 

Ry«» — 

*74 

— 

Rye, — 

*3 

Barley, — 

■» 12.192 

■ —*“ 

Barley, — 

3 »S 4 ^ 

Oats, '— 

4,940 

— 

Oats, —- 

' 37»&8 r 

Oatmeal, 

S.080 

— 

Oatmeal, — 

S 0 . 9 S 8 

Peas and Beam, 

460 

—— 

Peas and Beans, 

722 

Malt. — 

4,678 

— 




The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the courfe of this year,' amoun¬ 
ted tO 12,465!. 17s. 0$d. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 207I. is. 6d. 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 3,848!. 8s, rod. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 6,249!. 15s. 6d. ; and, in Scotland, tlic jr. 
amounted to 1,119I. is. 8d. * 

The average prices of com in England and Wales, by the ftandard Wincheftcr buflicl, for 
this year, w^s as follows :— 

Wheat, 5s. 2|d..; rye, 3s. 6d.; barley, 3s.; oats, 2s. ijd.; beans, 3s. lod. 

The following arc die variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheft and 
ioweft prices arranged oppoiite to each month. 


J anuary, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Auguft, 
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Oftober, 

Novemb. 
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3 
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*7 
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—* 
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(2 
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18 

>24 
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93 
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IMPORTS %nd EXPORTS, ftom Christmas 1784, 


Africa, - 

Canaries, 

Henmatje and Norway, 

Eaft Country, 

Eaft Indio, - 

Flanders, 

France, - 

Germany, — 

Holland, 

Ireland, 

Ifle of Man, — — - * — 

Italy, - - 

Madeira, . .— — 

Portugal, ■"» » — — 

Rajffia, — 

Gibraltar, — 

Streights, * 

Sweden, ——— — 

Tuikey, - ' — 

Greenland, . . . . - *r~ 

Ifland of Alderney, . —— 

Ifland of Guernfty, —— — 

Ifland of Jerfey, ■ - — 

Ifland'of Saik, — ~ 

Canada, ■ • ■ — — — 

Cape Breton, ______ —- 

Carolina, - .—• — » — 

F'orida, .— ■ — 

Georgia, ______ —- 

Hudloo’t Bay, . : . - — 

New England, — —— . —■ 

Newfoundland, . .— — 

New York, — 

Njova Scotia, __ 

Pennfylvanis, —7— — 

Ifland oPSt. John, Gulf of %■ Laurence, 
Virginia & Maryland, : —■ 

Anguilla, ■ — 

Antigua, _____ — 

Bahamas, — 

Barbadoes, — ~ 

Bermuda, —— 

Dominica, — 

Grenada, ■ — — 

Honduras Bay, ■ .— — 

Jamaica, . 

Montferrar, — -- — 

Mvlfquito Shore, — • •—*« 

Nevis, y,— — 

St. Croix, ■ ■■ — — 

Sr. Euftattui, —■— — 

St. Kitt's, ' -- —- 

St. Luma, . .. —■* 

St. Thomas’s, ; " ■■ ■■ “ — . 

St. Vincent’s, ' w t ;. . — 

Tobago, ’ •» - .. 

Tortola, ' « * ■ .. — 

Demrrara, — 

St. Domingo, —— — 

Surinam, v ■ • . - —— 

Sr. M*i tin’s, —. - » •—• 

Cape Francois, • • •■■ .— ■■■ 

Harsnnab, . . —• 

New Orleans, «— 

Buenos Avres, —» ■ —. —> 

Northern Ftfttdy, ' ■■ ■■ 1 — ■ «— 

Southern Ftfltery, . .■■■ — 

Foreign coin and bullion, —■ 

Prise goods, ■ • . . - £ — 


4 S »53 5 
4-457 
*S 7 .> 7 * 
48J.4SJ 

1,703,940 

2*2,368 
117,366 

S 59'*77 

468,111 

2,OfJ,*88 

8,389 

687,155- 
1,8,80 
418,064 
>,606,688 
697,7 «i 
1,616 
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>46,906 

69,194 

74,5*3 


* 5» 6 49 

8r 


a 18,070 
' >8,096 

45 * 9*9 
«1,2 JO 

56,647 

63 - 5*4 

61,671 

7,084 
57 > 7 0 5 . 

443,580 
2,8*9 
3 * 4 , 65 » 
* 4 ** 5 ® 
* 49,959 
99 « 
157,967 

43 *» 44 * 

* 9**53 

1,161,905 

44 ,° 5 5 

10,2*2 

86*113 


11 

P— 

587,196 

to 

2 

»s 

XI 

, * 7.034 

*9 

2 

7 

8 

322.395 

*5 

4 

*5 

8 

97 * 7*3 

*5 

5 

*4 

1 

*.* 53 , 53 * 

*4 

9 

>7 

a 

1, *7 3 , 9*6 

18 

5 

9 

a 

356,244 

16 

11 

*9 

, ri ,- * 

1,401,284 

**. 

11 

6 

x 1 

1,506,303 

>2 

7 

*S 

i 0 ’ 

2,168,614 

4 

9 

16 

6 

31,868 

8 

>2 

— 

5 * 3 ,* 7 * 

6 

10 


z 

44 - 97 * 

it 

8 

19 

\ 1 

798,104 

*9 

— 

7 

t 

* 33 , 99 * 

11 

1 

24 


788,064 

. * 

6 

9 

x 1 

86,207 

13 

10 

— * 

— ' 

306,02!? 

3 

9 

>5 

7 

65 * 307 . 

5 

5 

« 

3 

***449 

to 

4 

12 

4 ’ 

18,294 

tS 

7 

8 

11 

1,609 

4 

9 

*5 


t. ’ 4.5 * 7 

6 

> t 

*9 

S 

60,581 

t 

8 

1 

11 

* 9 .» 50 

*4 

ti 

9 

5 

54 

—• 

__ 

*3 

•P* 

* 67 , 3*4 

*4 

9 

*5 

xo 

3*0,198 

3 

7 

3 

3 

* 4,631 

— 

to 

** 

7 

44,396 

4 

6 

5 

1' 

’ ‘ 5 »J *5 

10 

4 

11 

>1 

*« 3 * 34 8 

5 

3 

<1 

7 

>98,127 

6 

4 

10 

9 

* 405,762 

>2 

_ 

9 

*0 

* 07,345 

9 

& 

6 

5 

369 ,**S 

8 

. 5 

<—*m 



_ 

_ 

6 

2 

1,015,102 

8 

3 

*5 

6 


_ 

— 

7 

7 

6**463 

12 

— 

8 

I 

33**35 

5 

4 

4 

8 

* 5'»654 

—* 

10 

»8 

9 

6,118 

5 

to 

1 

8 

61,695 

a 

— 

9 

5 

** 9 i* 3 * 

8 

3 

16 

' 5 

*1647 

'*5 

6 

3 

; 8 

626,310 

— 

9 

6 

5 

6,629 

*5 

2 

11 

9 

*47 

9 

t 

6 

10 

6,838 

>7 

9 


318,618 10 

18,572 19 

»,S «4 7 

* 57,*44 , 5 
40,773 *6 

*5,876 * 


8 

3 

SO<- 

x 

5 
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7*7 *o —^ 


*.554 * 5 

8,483 >2 II 
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3*3 3 8 
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*» 5 8 3 3 


34,076 tj _ 


2,403 9 10 

652,560 11 6 

30,941 so — 
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1785 The following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal aflent in die courfc 

of this yearj • 

A bill for confining, for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of 
.America, and his Majefly’s fubjefts in the ifland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, and live 
flock, to be imported in none but Britifh built fhips, aftually belonging to Britifh fubjefts, 
and navigated according to law, clearing out from the ports of his Majefty'f European domi¬ 
nions, and fumilhed with a licence according to a form thereunto artnexed. 

Refpefting the commercial intercom^ between Great Britain and America. 

To repeal the duties impofed laft feffion on cotton fluffs, &c. 

Refpefting the importation of goods from Tobago. 

To appoint commtflioners to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emoluments 
which are, or have lately been, received in thefcveral public offices therein-mentioned; to ex¬ 
amine into any abufes which may exift in the fame, and to report fuch obfervations as fhali 
occur to them for the better conducing and managing the bufinefs tranfafted in the faid 
offices. * 

To repeal fo much of an aft of the lafl fcllion, as relates to the diftillation, &c. of corn 
fpirits in the Highlands of Scotland. 

For funding the navy bills and’ordnance debentures. 

For preventing frauds in tire wool manufaftory in certain counties. 

For transferring certain duties from the comraiflioncr| of exciffi and (lamps to the commii- 
fioners of the taxes. 

For the better fccuringthe duties on coal, culm and cinders. *. 

For better examining and auditing the public accounts. 

For regulating infurances on Ihips, goods, Ac. 

For regulating the knprifonment of debtors under-pro-fccution in the courts of confcicnce 
in London and the bills of mortality, and to aboliih the fees paid by them to gaolers, &c. 

Rcfpeftitrg the manufafture and importation of cordage for flopping. 

Refpefting the duties upon, and the importation of, Florence wine and oil; alfo refpefting 
the exportation of wheat, See. to Our fugar colonies,—-the drawback on toe exportation of 
fnuff,—the permiffidn to land Britifh plantation rum or fpirits before payment of the exeife 
duties,—the premiums upo/t the importation of pitch, Nc. from Eail Florida^—the bounty 
upon the exportation of filk gauacs,—and the drawback upon the exportation of raw liik. 

Refpefting the duties impofed lafl feffion upon printed linens, Stc. aud for laying duties on 
printed cotton fluffs, muflins, fuftkns, velvets, and velverets. 

For further poftponing the payment of two millions to the Bank. 

Refpefting the laws relative to fait, rock felt, foul felt for manure, Glauber or Epfom 
felts, &<s. ■ 


Refpefting party "walk, and .for the more effeftually preventing mifehiefs by fire, and for 
•«tendif% the proei&Mtt of this *ft, fo far as relates to manufaftojics of pitch, See. rhrough- 
out England. 

Forencpuragingthepikliard fiffiery. t 

To aathori|e certain great officer* of ftate to pay bounties granted by his Majefty to perfens 
in lowajud indigent tircumftances. 

For the farther encouragement of the Britifh fifheries. 


t 


To 
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To prohibit the exportation to foreign parts of tools, &e. employed in our iron and flee! 
manufactories, and to prevent the fedociug the workmen to go abroad. 

To prohibit, for a limited time, the exportation of faay. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for this yetr;— 

For the navy, — — — 

For the army, —• — — 

For the ordnance,* — * 

Mifcellaneous Services, . — — —. 

Deficiencies, — — ' — 


£• j. 

*»55>«S®7 >7 
2,286,263 9 

39*|8SS IS 
2,857,160 o io£ 

44 


d. 

2 

S 


1,208,7*$ 13 


Total Supplies, 

* The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing fopplies. 
Land tax and duty on malt, - — : 

Exchequer bills, — — — _ 

To be applied out of the finking ftmd, — 

The amount of ftoppages, respites, and other monies* remaining in 
the hands of the Paymafter General,,&c. — ♦ 

By further Exchequer lulls, . — —■ - — 

Overplus of grants for foe ye*r 1784, — — 

Further application out of the finking fund, — 

Lottery, . —— — — 

Remaining in the Exchequer for the difpofal of Parliament, 

Total of Ways and Means, s 

Total amount of Supplies granted, 


9,296*300 15 io{. 

jC* *> d, 
2,750,000 o o 
2,500,000 0 o 
702,539 16 .»v 


*S*»S78 18 
1,000,000 o 
66,161 3 

2,297,460 3 
150,000 0 

238,948 16 


2 

O 

Si 

i°« L 

6 

3 


9,936,668 17 io[ 
9,296,300 15 to| 


Excels of Ways and Means, 


6^368 


j 11 


The charge of the pay and deafoing of foe militia for foil year* was voted to he paid out of 

• the produce of the land tax, .. 

The navy, vi&uaillog, and transport bill*, dated on or before the 30th of June, 1783, with 
the intereft due thereon to foe 5th of July 1785, were m this year funded at , the rate of 
ml. 8s. flock, bearing 5 per cent, intereft for every icol. arifing from the principal and in¬ 
tereft of the faid bills; and navy, &c. bills made out between the 30th of June, 1783, and the 
tftof January, 1785, with the intercftdue thereon, were funded on foe like teems, except 
that from tbefe was deduced a font at the rate of 5s. per cent, on foe amount of -foe principal 
and intereft of every month between.foe tf dtjCof July, 1783* »nd,tbed*y o^,which fucb 
bills were matte oot.sllte. until .25,000,001^of site public 

debt, either of 3 or 4 per cent, aonuitie*he redeemed or paid oC Qrdnqii^^lMmures, 
dated on or before foe 3*$ of December, t^8$, bearing intefeftat foe yttie iff 4 per cfcnt. per 
annum, from the expiration of fifteen ntonths from their date, were likywifcfwmted, at foe 
rate of ml, 8s, flock, bearing 5 percent. ..intereft for every lord, mtd .irredeemable in like 
manner as foe navy bills. The iatcreftof the navy and ordnance funded, 

• ■ with 
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1785 with fiwne other fcrvices amounting to 413,0001, were to be provided by the follow¬ 
ing taxes:-—— 


Ntw Taxis. 

Male fervent*, calculated to produce 
Female fervants, ditto. 

Shops, ditto, — 

Attornies, ditto, —. 

Poft-horfes, ditto, * - — 

Gloves, ditto, — - 

Pawnbrokers, ditto, —. 

Salt, by a new regulation, ditto, 

Total of new taxes, —. 




■t. 

d. 


3 S. 00 P 

O 

O 


140,000 

O 

0 

— 

. 100,000 

O 

O 

■— 

30,000 


O 


50,000 

O 

O 

“ 

50,000 

O 

o- 

— 

15,000 

O 

O 

•MM 

12,000 

O 

O 

— 

422,000 

0 

O- 


An account of the chrifteniags and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. * 

Chriftened, males 9,085 Buried, males 9,447 

. — females 8,834 —— females 9,47 a 


* 7 > 9*9 


18,919- 


1786 The commencement of the feffion of Parliament in this year took place on the 24th of 
January, which was opened, as ufoai, by a fpeech from the throne; in which his Majefty, 
after having mentioned the amicable conclufion to which the difputes that threatened an inter¬ 
ruption to the tranquillity of Europe had been brought, the friendly difpofition of foreign 
powers towards this country, the extenQon of trade, the improvement of the revenue, and the 
increafc of public credit, informed his‘Parliament that the refolutions which they had laid be¬ 
fore him, as the balls of an adjuftment of the commercial intcrcourfe between Great Britain 
and Ireland, had been, by liis direftion, recommended to the Parliament of that kingdom, 
but that no effe&oal ftep had hitherto been taken thereupon, which could enable them to make 
any further progrefs in that falutary work. He afterwards called the attention of the Houfe of 
Commons to the eftablilhraent of a fixed plan for the reduction of the national debt; a mea- 
fure which, lie trailed, the flouriihing ftate of the revenue would be fufficient to effeS, with 
Bttle addition to die public burthens. He concluded with faying, that the vigour and refour- 
ces of the country, (0 fully manifefted in its prefent fixation,, would encourage his Parliament 
to give their utmoftattenfion to every ohjeft of national contain, particularly to,the confide- 
ration of fuch nacafurcs as might be necetlary in order to give further fecurity to the revenue, 
and to promote and extend, as far as pofiiblc, the trade and general induflry of his fubjc&s., - 
The minifterjiad, vqry early in this felBon, wken notice of that part of his Majefty’s fpcech 
which related to the n*ceflity of providing for the diminution of die national debt: he had, at 
the fame time, given the Houfe to nnderiland,, that fuch was die prefent flourishing condition, 
of the revenue, that the annual national income would not only equal the annual public dif- 
burfementf, but would leave a ver* confide table furplus; this furplus he propofed to form* 
into a permanent fund, tube conftantly and invariably applied to the liquidation of the public 

debt.. 
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1786 debt. In purfuance of this information to the Houfe, and in order to afcertain %he amount of 
the furplus in queflion, Mr. Pitt, previous to his entering into the date of the finances, or 
ways and means for the prefent year, moved, “ That the fevera! accounts, and other papers 
prefented'that feffion relating to the public income and expenditure, be referred to the confide* 
ration of a felcfi committee, and That the faid committee be directed to examine and report to 
the Houfe what might be expefted to be tire annual amount of the income and expenditure in 
future ” 

<• 

This motion was unanimoufly agreed to ; and the feleft committee having-framed their 
report, laid it before the Houfe on the 2ift’of March. The Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
the 29th, brought the conftderation of the national debt* and his pro'pofition for the diminu¬ 
tion of it, together with the fupplics and ways and means, formally before the Houle. The 
committee prefaced their report with obferving, u That having proceeded to the confederation 
of the matters referred to them by the Houfe, they had arranged fcveral papers relating thereto, 
under difiinS heads, containing the different.articles of the public income'and expenditure. 

“ That before they entered on the fit ft part of tbeir report, they thought it ncceffary to 
premife, that they had*confined their examination to the prefent ftate of the revenue, as it 
appeared either from the amount a&ually received in the periods mentioned in the papers re¬ 
ferred to them, or from the heft eftimates which they could form of the produce of fuch at ti¬ 
des as had not been brought to account in thofe periods, but compofe, neverthelcfs, a part of 
the prefent income of the public. The large amount of the taxes impofed fince the com¬ 
mencement of the late war, in addition to the then fublifting revenue, the difficulties under 
which the different branches of our commerce laboured during the continuance of that war, 
and the great eocrcafing prevalence ofTmuggling previous to the meafures which had been re¬ 
cently adopted for its fnppicffion, appeared to. them to render any averages of the amount of 
the revenue in former periods, in a great degree, inapplicable to the prefent fituation of the 
country; nor did they think themfelves competent to the difeuffion of the various contingen¬ 
cies which might in future operate to the increafc or diminution of the public income : a re¬ 
venue fo complicated in its nature, apd depending fo much on the various branches of an ex- 
tenfive commerce, muft always be liable to temporary fluctuations, even although nocircum- 
ftances fhould arife to occafion any permanent alteration in its produce; that they had there- 
forejudged it proper to l'ubmit to the wifdom of the Hfoufe fucli an extenfivc confederation, 
and to ftate in their report the prefent amount of the public.income, as relulting from the 
papers before them. 

After making all the neceft'ary deduftionk," the feveral articles of the public receipt and ex¬ 
penditure, from Michaelmas 1784 to Michaelmas 1785, and from January 1785 to January 
1786, ftoOd in the report as follows: — 

From Mich. 1784, From Jan 5, r 7 ^S> 
RECEIPT. toMuh. 178s. to Jan. 5,1786. 

Total net payments into the Exchequer, after deducing . £. £■ 

the refpited duties paid by the Eaft India Company, and 

the excefs of the future amount of window duties, 11,874,213 12,042,697 

Further produce of window duty impofed by 25th.Geo. II. 380,056 253,534 

Further produce of "duty on two and four-wheel carriages, 59,281 107,186 

To complete the former duty on male fervants, — 26,803 ' 42,444 



Carried forward. 


1 2 , 340,3 S 3 


12,445,861 
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Brought over, £. 12,340,353 
Further produce of duties on horfes, waggons, and carts, 56,829 

Further produce of taxes in 1784, — 103,000 

Further produce of taxes impofed in 1785, including the 

improvement of the medicine du$Jr, — *265,000 

Paid at the excife and alienation office, in part of civil lift, 14,000 

Produce of the land andInalt taxes, — — 2,600,000 

* ^_______ 

Totals of Receipt, * 15,379,182 

EXPENDITURE. 


1 ntereft and cliargcs of the public debts, 

l- 9 * 2 75»769 

Exchequer bills, — 

258,000 

Civil lift, -— — 

900,000 

Charges on aggregate fund, — 

64,600 

Navy, — — . — 

1,800,000 

Ordnance, — — 

348,000 

Army, — — 

1,600,000 

Militia, — — — 

,91,000 

Mifcellancous fervkes, — , — 

74.274 

Appropriated duties, — — 

66,538 


Totals of Expenditure, 


-^.14,478,181 

Annual Surplus, £.901,001 


£.12,445,861 

73,610 

22,000 

242,000 

14,000 

2,600,000 

£■ 15*397.47* 


£.14,478,181 

£.919,290 


This account of the public receipts for two years, may, at this time, be confidcred as the 
annual income of this Country, and upon the true ftatement of which there is every reafon to 
rely. There is a l'raall difference in the two llatements of about 20,000!. in the two terms; 
which, however, can be of no confluence to the general objeft for which they were made.— 
In Ihort, from the report of the committee, the regulations that have been made to crufh 
ciandeftinc trade, and other mcafures in agitation to reprefs the frauds on the revenue, it 
might be faid, with truth, that the nation poffefled an incrcafing annual income of 15,000,000!. 
and upwards, which might be confidently relied on as pofleffing a fund for an annual diminu¬ 
tion of the national debt. 

As to the aunuil expenditure of the nation, which the committee ilated to amount to up¬ 
wards of 14,000,000!. there is great part of the particular items of which this fum is made up, 
that the committee omitted to mention, becaufethe fums charged have been previoufiy dated 
by aft of Parliament. Tliefe they coniider as permanent expences, and, therefore, diftinguifo 
them from what is fluctuating. In tlie former deferiptioa they include the intereft of the na¬ 
tional debt, the Exchequer bills, civil lift* charges on the aggregate fund, and the appropri¬ 
ated duties, the whole of which divifion amounts to 10,564,000!. and upwards. 

The other clafc of expejices includes .the different eftablifhments for the defence of the 
nation,—as the army, the navy, the ordnance, and the militia. See.—'There may be extraor¬ 
dinary charges for thefe purpofes ; but in the prefent eftimate, the committee dated the ex¬ 
pence only that mud be occafioned by a peace cftablifoment, which they have done on a very 
enlarged and liberal feale. 

Vox. IV. 4 H , Tligy 
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17S6 They allow for the navy, during peace, 18,000 men, which is beyond former peace cftab- 
lilhments, anil for this they let apart tiie fum of t,Soo,oool. It imift be obferved, however, 
that the committee do not ltate what ought to be the expence of our navy, but only what, 
after the deduction of all other cxpenccs, would remain as a furplus ; it was accordingly their 
bulinefs to ltate every thing on the iargeft pofiiblc filing. They have taken the army upon 
tlic fame mode of reafoning, and allow for the charge of-it fc,6oo,oool. The ordnance alio is 
Jlated largely, though it will not, probably, fuffer any deduflion ; as it was found that wc 
were very deficient in that branch of warlike preparation at the beginning of the laft war; it 
would, therefore, be extremely imprudent to run a funilar rifle in future. 

The mifcellanecus ferviees are flated upon a liberal average of fcveral preceding years. They 
have arii'en chit fiv from addtefles of Parliament to the King for particular grants, and alfo from 
the eflablifhments of our colonies abroad, and from bills of exchange drawn by their gover¬ 
nors upon the Treafury .* thefe ferviees are ftated.at 74,000!.—Deducting, therefore, the whole 
expenditure from the annual income, there remains a furplus of 900,000!. 

Such is the fum which remained to be applied to the purpofc of decreafing the national debt; 
but as the fund for that end was propofed to be a million annually, the minifttr mentioned his 
deiign of moving for certain taxes to make up the deficiency. 

But though the amount of the expenditure, as fiated in the report, with refpeft to the navy, 
army, and ordnance, was large and ample, as calculated for times of peace, and as they were 
to iland in future, yet it fell infinitely fhort of what was the aftual expenditure for thole eftab- 
liihments for the pufent year, or what would be fo for two or three years to come. The 
effetls of the late expenfive war would be naturally felt for fome time longer, and the necefiiuy 
claims it had left on the public purfc, were fuch as muft meet with a compliance. Thus, for 
infiance, the naval half-pay and peniion lifts were unavoidably much incrcafcd, and a number 
of fhips which were now on the flocks, were to be completed ; fo that the allowance for the 
navy, which, according to the report, was no more than i,Soo,oool. amounts, in the prelcnt 
year, to 2,400,000!. In the fame manner, the excccdings of the army, arifing from the fame 
enormous increafe of the half-pay and penfion lifts, amounted to 260,000]. over and above 
the fum allowed for that fervice in the report. Thefe excccdings, however, from their very 
nature, would gradually dimiififh, and, in time, be reduced to nothing. Supposing them, 
therefore, to laft four years, fuch were the extraordinary refources of this country, that an 
adequate provifion could be found, Without - laying any frefh burthens on the people. The 
Surpluses of the fcveral funds, and the army favings,—the arrears ftiil due from paymatlcrs,— 
a lottery, if ncceflary,—balance due from the Eafl India Company for the fublilltnce of troops 
in India, and of victualling the navy,—the unclaimed dividends in the funds,—the fale of 
crown lands,—the increafe of the cuftoms, arifityg from the fuppreffion of fmuggling,—other 
regulations at this time in agitation relative to the revenues,—and a plan under confideration 
for the eonfolidatton of the cuftoms, formed a mafs of refources fully equal to the excccdings 
of our cftablilhmcnts already mentioned, if hot more than fufficient to difeharge them. 

For the purpofc of enfuring the due application of this finking fund of j,ooo,oool. per an¬ 
num to its deftined ohjeft, it was propofed to veil in a certain number of commiflioners the 
full power of difpofing of it in the purchafe of ftock for the public in their own names: the 
Speaker of rhe Houfe of Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Mailer of tlic Rolls, 
the Governor and Deputy-gove'rnor of the Bank of England, and the Accountant-general of 
. the High Court of Chancery, were propofed as the commilfiortcrs, who fhouid receive the an¬ 
nual 
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1786 nual million by quarterly payments of 250,000!. to be iftucd out of the Exchequer, before any 
other money, except the intereft of the national debt. By thefe provifiojA, the fund would 
be fccured, and no deficiencies in the national revenues could affed it, as all (licit were in¬ 
tended to be feparately provided for by Parliament. According to thefe calculations it appears, 
that the accumulated compound intereft on a million yearly, together with the annuities that 
will fall into that fund, will, in 28 years, amount to fuch a fum as will leave a furpius of four 
millions annually, to be applied, if neccllary, to the exigencies of the ftate. 

From the reafonings and flatcments employed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on this 
important occafion, it was evident, firft, that the yearly income of the fiate exceeded the per¬ 
manent level of its expenditure, by a fum of 900,000b ; fecondly, that this fum would be in- 
crcafed to t,oco,oool. by means in no wife burthetifome to the people ; thirdly, that although 
the prefent etlablifhment exceeded, in certain inftanees, the fame eftablilhmcuts as Hated in 
the report of the feted committee, yet there were ample rcfourccs and contingent and out- 
ftanding receipts fufficient to overbalance fuch cxccifes, without having rccourfe to any frefh. 
taxes; and, laftiy, that the ways and means for the prefent year would be fufficient to furnifh 
the fupplies, together with the futtfof 250,000b to be applied quarterly towards the eftablilh- 
rnent of the new lund ; and, after all, would leave a confiderable balance to be carried to l lie 
next year. On thefe grounds, Mr. Pitt moved, “ That the fum of i,oco,oool. be annually 
granted to certain commiflioners, to be by them applied to the purchafc of Hocks, towards clif- 
chavging the public debt of'this country ; which money lhall a rife out of the furplufl’cs, cx- 
celles, and overplus monies compofing the fund commonly called the finking fund.”—The 
policy ofmaking the income of the Hate lb far exceed its expenditure as to leave a confiderable 
furpius towards the liquidation of the public debt, was univerfally acknowledged ; and the 
motion was accordingly carried in the affirmative without a divifion. 

Some objedions were however made, on . the part of oppofition, to the propofed plan, ro 
fpeding the mode of accomplishing it, and the fallacy of the calculations; but thefe objections 
were over-ruled, and the bill at length received the royal afient, and protnifes to anfwcr, to 
the utmoft extent, the patriotic defign of the minifter who propofed it. 

As it was a ver^ principal objed of the mcafures of the prefent feffion to extend and ft cure 
to Great Britain the bleffings of peace, the melioration of her revenues, and the improvement 
of her commerce, we lhall juft mention fuch as were intended to promote thefe great views, 
and particularly to give ftrength and permanence to our commerce. 

The firft of them confifted of a bill, which was "brought forward by Mr. Charles Jenkinfon, 
fince created Lord Hawkefbury, for the furthc*r increafe and, encouragement of our Hupping 
and navigation, and to prevent the frauds by which former regulations were fuppofed' to have 
been evaded. It is well known that the navigation laws of Great Britain arc in dire ft oppofi¬ 
tion to the abftrad and philofophical ideas that have been entertained in behalf of free trade ; 

- and it is not lei’s notorious that they are an objed of extreme attachment, and a fourcc of. high 
popularity among the fubjeds of the Brkifli realm ; and in order to ftrengthen their operations, 
this bill enads, that, in future, no (hips Ihould be deemed Britilh-built that were not adusrtly 
built in Great Britain or her dominions : it alfo extended and regulated the mode of regifter 
upon that fuBjed, as Well as raifed to an higher amount what was called the alien’s duty, ini- 
pofing it on the Americans, who were very jufily confidcrcd as no longer entitled to an 
exemption from it. 
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ty.S6 Several other meafures, founded upon that fyftem of monopoly and national preference 
which form the fpirit of the navigation laws, were brought forward in this feflion by the fame 
gentleman. The afts of Parliament by which bounties were given to the filheries of New¬ 
foundland, Greenland, and the South Sea, being on the point of expiring, it was intended, 
with fome variation, to perpetuate tbefe meafures. In moving for the bill for increafing the 
fifhery of Newfoundland, Mr. Jenkinfon explained to the Houfc of Commons the principle 
upon which that fifhery ought to be conduced. It was cflendal to preferve it entirely a Bri- 
tifh fifhery ; and this could be only done by Cbnfining it to Britifh flaps, navigated from Great 
Britain, and by preventing any permanent fettlemcnt from being made on the ifland of New¬ 
foundland. The obvious confequence of fucli a fettlemcnt would be, as it happened in New 
England, that the colony would take the fifhery into its own hands, and they would thereby 
be ultimately and perpetually loft to this country. He fug-gefted various provifions to remedy 
this inconvenience, and particularly that the flagcs, curing houfes, &c. on the ifland fhould 
be no longer the property of tjiofe who might have erctfted them than while they employ them 
in the bofinefs of tbe fifhery; and that, if left, they fhould become liable to be occupied by 
thofe who arrived firft at the time of the enfuing fcafon. 

With refpeft to the Greenland fifhery, the dcfi£n of Mr. Jenkinfon was to reduce the 
bounty from 40s. which was then j^iven, to 30s. He ftated, that the Aims which this coun¬ 
try had paid in bounties for the Greenland fifhery amounted to 1,265,46th; that, in the laft 
year, wc had paid 94,858b ; and that, from the confequent reduction of the price of the fifh, 
the public, atprefent, paid 60 per cent, upon every cargo. In the Greenland filhery there 
were employed 6,000 feamen, and thefe fcamen coft government 13I. 10s. per man per annum, 
though we were never able to obtain more than 500 of that number to ferve on board our ihips 
of war. Bcfides, the vaflt encouragement given to the trade had occafioned fucli a glut in the 
market, that it was found neccflary to export confiderable quantities; and thus we paid a large 
fliare of the purchafc-money for foreign nations, as well as for our own people, bcfides 
fupplying them with the materials of fevcral important manufafturcs, This propofition was 
oppofed by fevcral refpetftable members of Parliament, but was finally carried. 

The. affairs of the Eaft India Company engroffed no inconfiderable attention in tbe courfc 
of the prefent feflion, and fefvcral bills were pafled for the further government of the Britifh 
territories and regulation of affairs in the Eaft Indies. 

A confiderable portion of the latter part of this feflion was alfo given to the prodn&ion of 
charges againft Warren Haftings, Efq. ’fate governor-general of Bengal, and to the hearing of 
his defence. Two of thefe charges were regularly debated; the one concerning his conduft in 
the Rohilla war, in which lie was acquitted of criminality; and the other refpedling the depc- 
fition of the Rajah of Benares, which was declared to contain matter of impeachment againft 
biro. The fucceeding charges were poftponed 10 another feflion. * 

On the 1 ith of July, his Majefty put an end to this feflibti by a fpeech from the throne ; 
in which he obferved, tliat he could not dlfmifs h« Parliament without expreffmg the particu¬ 
lar fatisfadlion with which he had obferved their diligent attention to the public bufinefis, and 
the meafures they had adopted for improving the refources of the country.' After thanking 
the Houfc of Commons for the provision they bad made for difeharging the incumbrances of 
the civil lift, and mentioning the plan for the reduQion of the national debt tn terms of high 
approbation, he added, that the happy effefts of peace had already appeared in the extension 
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1786 of the national commerce, and that no tneafure fhould lie wanting, on his part, which could 
tend to confirm thefe advantages, and to give additional encouragement to the manufaftures 
and indultry of his people. 

On the 7th of May, a treaty of alliance and commerce, which had been figned the prece¬ 
ding year by the plenipotentiaries of the King of Prufiia and the United States of America, at 
the courts of the Hague, London, and Paris, was ratified, in due form, by the American 
Congref's. This treaty is to be in force for ten years from the exchange of ratifications. 

On the 24th of July, a convention was figned at London between his Britannic Majefty- 
and the King of Spain ; the objeft of which is, the fcttlemcnts, boundaries, and trade of the 
Mufquito coafls, &c. The principal articles arc as follow 

“ Article I. His Britannic Majcfiy’s fubjefls, and the other colonifts who have hitherto 
enjoyed the proteflion of England, fliall evacuate the country of the Mufquitos, as well as the 
continent in general, and the iilands adjacent, without, exception, fituated beyond the line 
deferibad in thefecond article, as what ought to be the frontier of the extent of territory 
granted by his Catholic Majefly to the Etiglifh, for the ufes fpcciiied in the third article of tho 
prefent convention, and in addition to the country already granted them in virtue of the ftipu- 
lations agreed upon by the commifiioners of tho two crowns in 1783. 

“ 11 . It is agreed that the English line, beginning from the lea, Hull take the centre of 
the river Sibun or Jabon, and continue up to the fdurce of the Laid river ; from thence it (hall 
crofs, in a ftraight line, the intermediate land, till it interfe&s the river Wallis ; and by the 
centre of the fame river the faid line fhail defeend to the point where it will meet the line al¬ 
ready fettled and maikcd out by the commilTaries of the two crowns in 1783; which limit", 
following the continuation of the faid line, fliall be ohferved as formerly flipuiated by the de¬ 
finitive treaty. 

“ 111 . Britifh fubjefls are permitted to cut all other wood, as well as logwood, not ex¬ 
cepting mahogany ; and to gather and carry away the fruits and produce of the earth in their 
natural and uncultivated (late ; and alfo to ufc faw-mills for cutting or otherwife preparing 
the wood. *' 

“ IV. and V. The Engliflt are permitted to occupy tlic fmall iiland known by the names 
ofCafiina, St. George’s Key, or Cayo Caffina, in confideration of the circumftaucc of that 
part of the coafls oppofite to the faid iiland being looked upon as l'ubjcft to dangerous difor- 
ders. They are alfo allowed the liberty of refitting their merchant (hips in the foythem tii- 
angle included between the point Cayo Caffina and the clufter of final! iflands which are iitu- 
ated oppofite to that part of the coaft occupied by the cutters, at the difiance of eight leagues 
from the river Wallis, feven from Cayo Caflina, and three from the river Sibun, a place 
which has been always found to be well adapted to that purpofe. But no fottifications or 
military works are.to be coaftru&ed in thefe places, nor any (hips of war to he flationed there. 

“ VI. The Englifh are allowed to fi(h on the coaft of the country affigned to them by the 
laft treaty of peace, as alfo of that which is added to them by the prefent convention, &c. 

“ VIII. It is agreed, that, if in courfc of time, the Englifh fhould be in want of dying 
wood or mahogany, with which the Span ifh poficlfions might be provided, tire Spanifh govern¬ 
ment fhail make no difficulty to fumilh a fupply to the Englifh at a fair and reafonable price. 

The other articles contain feveral fubordihate regulations concerning formalities, &c. be¬ 
tween the officers and fubjefls of the two powers. 
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if 60 On the 26th of September, the following treaty of commerce and navigation between his 

Britannic Majefty arid the Moft Chriftian King, was ligned at Verfailles. Tlic novelty as 
well as importance of this treaty, and the advantages it promifes to the dominions of Great 
Biitain, induces us to infert it in all its form and extent. 

Treaty of Commerce and Navtg .vrfON between f:i.\ Britannic Majefty and the Mojl 
Chriftian King, fgned at f'erfa: lies, the lOth of Srpfi >>;/.■< >, 1786 ; as pub [[find by authority. 

“ His Britannic Majefly, and his Moft Chriftian Majefly, being equally animated with the 
defirc not only of consolidating the good hafmony which aitually fubfifts between them, but 
alfo of extending the happy dibits thereof to their refpeitive fubjdfts, have thought that, the* 
moft efficacious means for attaining thofe objeits, conformably to the 18th article of the treaty 
«f peace, figned the 6th of September, 1783, would be to adopt a fyftcm of commerce on the 
bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience; which, by ,difcontinuing the prohibitions and 
prohibitory duties which have cxiftcd for altnofl a century between the two notions, might 
procure the moft folid advantages, on both fides, to the national productions and induflry, 
and put an end to contraband trade, no lefs injurious to the public revenue than to that law¬ 
ful commerce which is alone entitled to protection ; for this end, their faid Majefties have 
named for their commiflaries and plenipotentiaries, to wit, the King of Great Britain, Wil¬ 
liam Eden, Efq. privy counsellor in Great Britain and Ireland, member of the Britifh Parlia¬ 
ment, and his envoy extraordinary and minifter plenipotentiary to his Moft Chriftian Majdlv ; 
and the Moft Chriftian King, the Sieur Jofepb Mathias Gerard de Rayncval, knight, coun- 
felior of ftate, knight of the royal order of Charles III. ; who, after living exchanged their 
refpeCtive full powers, have agreed upon the following articles :— 

“ Article I. It is agreed and concluded between the Moft Serene and Moft Potent King of 
Great Britain, and the Moft Serene and Moft Potent the Moft Chriftian King, that there fhall 
be a reciprocal and entirely perfedt liberty of navigation and commerce between the fubjeits of 
each party, in all and every the kingdoms, flatcs, provinces, and territories fubjeit to their 
Majefties in Europe, for all and lingular kinds of goods, in thofe plagjjs, upon the conditions, 
and in fuch manner and form as is fettled and adjufted an the following articles. 

“ II. For the future fccurity of commerce and friendlhip between the fubjcils of their faid 
Majcflies, and to the end that this good correfpondencc may be preferved from all interruption 
and difturbance, it is concluded and agreed, that if, at any time, there fhould arife any mif- 
underftanding, breach of friendffiip, or rupture between the crowns of their Majefties, which 
God forbid ! (which rupture fhall hot be deemed to exift until the recalling or lending home 
of the refpeitive ambafladors or minifters) the fubjefits of each of the two parties refining in 
the dominions of the other, fhall have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade 
therein, without any manner of difturbance, fo long as they behave peaceably, and commit 
no offence againft the laws and ordinance® ; and in cafe their conduit fhould render them fuf- 
pefted, and the refpeitive governments fhould l>e obliged to order them to remove, the term 
of twelve months fhall be allowed jfbem for that purpofe, in order that they may remove, with 
their effeits and property, whether entrufted to individuals or to the ftate. At the fame time 
it is to be underftood, that this favour is not to be extended to thofe who fhall ait contrary 
to the cftabUfhcd laws. 

“ HI. It is likewife agreed and concluded, that the fubjcils and inhabitants of the king¬ 
doms, provinces, and dominions of their Majefties, fhall exercife no aits of hofliliry or vio¬ 
lence againft each other, cither by fea or by land, or in rivers, ft reams, ports, or havens, 
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1736 under any colour or pretence whatfoever; fo that the fubjeits of either party final! receive no 
patent, corumiflion, or inftrudion for arming and afting at fca as privateers, nor letters of 
, reprifal, as they arc called, from any princes or ftates, enemies to the other partv ; nor 
by virtue, or under colour of fuch patents, comntilfions, or ieprifals,#fhall they difhirb, 
infefl, or any way prejudice or damage the a ford aid fuhjcfts and inhabitants of the King 
of Great ill i tain, or of the Moil Chriilian King; neither lhall they arm fhips in fuch 
manner as is above faiil, or go out to fea therewith. To which end, as often as it is required 
by either party, ftri£l and exprel's prohibitions lhall be renewed and publifhed in all the ten i- 
ritories, countries, and dominions of each party wherefoever, that no one lhall in anv wife 
ufe inch commiifions or letters oi reprifal, under the fevered: paniihmcnt that can be inllif’tcd 
on the tranfgrcjJbrs, beikles being liable to make full reflitution and fatisfa&ion to thofc to 
to whom they have done any damage; neither iliall any letters of reprifal be hereafter granted 
by either of the high contracting parties to the prejudice or derritoent of the other, except only 
in fuch cafe wherein juft ice is denied or delayed ; which denial or delay of juflicc iliall not be 
regarded as verified, unlefs the petitions of the perfon who defircs the faid letters of reprifal, 
ihali be communicated to the minitler rciiding there on the part of the Prince againft wiiole 
ftibjefls they are to be granted ; that within tire fpacc of four months, or fooner, if poliible, 
he may jnanifcfi the contrary, or procurc^fhe fatisfafi^oti which may be juiliy due. 

“ IV. The fubjcfls and inhabitants of the refpeftive dominions of the two Sovereigns 
iliall have liberty, freely and fecurely, without licenie or paiTport, general or fpecial, by land 
or by fea, or any other way, to enter into the kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries, 
iilands, cities,’villages, towns, walled or unvvaUcJ, fortified or unfortified, ports, or terri¬ 
tories whatfoever, of either. Sovereigns, iltuated in Europe, and to return from thence, re¬ 
main there, or to pafs through the fame, and therein to buy and purchafe, as they pleaic, all 
tilings ncceffary for their fublillencc and ufe, and they lhall mutually be treated with all kirnl- 
nefs and favour Provided, however, that in all thefe matters, they behave and conduct 
themi’clvcs-conformably to the laws and ftatutes, and live with each other in a friendly and 
peaceable manner, and promote reciprocal concord, by maintaining a mutual good under- 
handing. 

“ V. The fubjecls of*each of their {aid Majeflics may have leave and licence to come with 
their llnps, as alfo with the merchandizes and goods on board the fame, the trade and impoi- 
tation whereof arc not prohibited by the laws of either kingdoms, and to enter into the coun¬ 
tries, dominions, cities, pints, places, and rivers of either party, finist -d in Europe, to rcioit 
thereto, and to remain and tciide there, without any limitation or time; alio to Lire homes, 
oi to lodge with other pnfons, and to buy all lawful kinds of mcichaiidi 7 .es, whcie t!,ey chins 
fit, either ftoin the lirll maker or the feller, or in any other manner, whether in the public mar¬ 
ket fin- the tale of merchandizes, or in fairs, or wherever fuch merchandizes are manufa£turcd 
or fold. They may Jikewife depofit atu! keep in their magazines and warehoufes the metchan- 
di/i s biouglit from other parts, and afterwards expoie the llttne to iaie, without being in any 
wife obl ged, unlefs willingly and of their own accord, to bring the laid merchandizes to the 
marts and fails. Neither arc they to be burthened with any impolitic ns or duties on account 
of the laid freedom of trade, or for any other taui'e whatfoever, except thole which are to be 
paid for their fhips and merchandizes, conformably to the regulations of the prefent ueaty, ox 
thole, to which the fubjeCts of the two contiading parties fhrdl themfelves Le ii.ibie. And im y 
lhall have free leave to remove themfelves, as alio their wives, children, and ten ant topethin 
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J7S6 with their merchandizes, property, goods, or cflcfls, whether bought or imported, wherever 
they fhall think fit, out of either kingdom, by land and by fca, on the rivers and Belli waters, 
after difeharging the ufual duties ; any law, privilege, grant, immunities, or cufloim, to the 
contrary thereof in any wife notwithftanding. In matters of religion, the fubjefts of the two 
ciowns fhall enjoy perfeft liberty:—they fhall not be compelled to attend divine fervice, 
whether in the churches or elfewbere; but, on the contrary, they fhall be permitted, without 
nioleftation, to perform the excrcifes of their religion privately, in their own houfes, and in 
their own way. Liberty fhall not be refufe‘d to bury the fubjefts of cither kingdom who die 
in the territories of the other, in convenient places to be appointed for that purpofe; nor fhall 
the funerals or fepulchres of the deceafed be in any wife difturbed. The laws and flatutes of 
each kingdom fhall remain in full force and vigour, and fhall bo duly put,in execution, whe¬ 
ther they relate to commerce and navigation, or to any other right, thofe cafes only excepted, 
concerning which it is otherwife determined in the articles of this prefent treaty. 

VI. The two high contracting parties have thought proper to fettle the duties on certain 
goods and merchandizes, in order to fix invariably the footing on which the trade therein fhall 
be eftablifhed between the two nations : in confequence of which, they have agreed upon the 
following tariff, viz. 

“ 1 ft. The wines of France, imported dire^ly from France into Great Britain, fhall, in 
no cafe, pay any higher duties than thofe which the wines of Portugal now pay. 

“ The wines of France, imported dire&ly from France into Ireland, fhall pay no higher 
duties than thofe Which they now pay. * 

“ 2d. The vinegar* of France, iqftead of flirty-feven pourfds five fhilimgs and thrce-pcncc 
and twelve-twentieths of a penny fterling, per ton, which they now pay, fhall not, for the fu¬ 
ture, pay in Great Britain, any higher duties than thirty-two pounds eighteen fhillings and 
ten-pence, and fixteen-twentieths of a'penny fterling per ton. 

“ 3d. The brandies of France, inftead of nine fhillings and fix-pence and twelve-twentieths 
of a penny fterling, fhall, for the future, pay in Great Britain, only feven fhillings fterling 
per gallon, making four quarts, Engliih meafure. * 

“ 4th. Oil of olives, coming dircCtJy from France, fhall, for the future, pay no higher 
duties than are now paid for thp fame from the moft favoured nations. , 

“5th. Beer fhall pay reciprocally a du^y of thirty per cent, ad valorem, 

“ 6th. The duties on hardware, cutlery, cabinet-ware, turnery, and alfo all works, both 
heavy arid light, of iron, fteel, copper, and brafs, fhall be claffed; and the higheft duty fhall 
not exceed ten per cent, ad valorem. 

44 7th.. All forts of cottons manufactured in the dontinions of the twofovenjigns in Europe, 
and alfo woollens, whether knit of wove, including hofiery, fhall pay, in both countries, an 
import duty of 12 pet cent, ad valorem ; all manufactures of cotton or wool, mixed with filk 
excepted, which fhall remain prohibited on both fides, . 

“ 8th. Cambrics and lawns fhall pay* in bosh countries, an import duty of 53, or fix livres 
Toumols, per demi pfeceof 74'yards, Englifo wtsafuit ; tttd linens, nude- of flax or hemp, 
manufactured m the dominions of the twd fovereigm iri Ehtopei fhall pay no higher duties, 
either in Great Britain or France, than linens mSttufs&urcd in Holland or Flanders, import¬ 
ed into Great Britain, now pay, • . " ■*, 

“ And linSn made of flax or hemp, mamtfaCfured in’ Ireland or France, fhall reciprocally 
pay so higher duties, than linens manufactured in Holland, imported into Ireland, now pay. 

“ 9U1. Sadlery 
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1786 “ 9th. Sadlery {ball reciprocally pay an import dtity of 15 per cent ad valorem* 

“ loth, Gauzes of all forts fhall reciprocally pay 10 per cent, ad valorem. 

“ 11 tli. Millinery made up ofmuflin, lawn, cambric, or gauze of every kind, or of any 
other article admitted under the prefent tariff, fhall pay reciprocally a duty of 12 per cent, ad 
valorem : and if any articles fhall be ufed therein# which are not fpecified in the tariff, they 
• fhall pay no higher duties than tlrofe paid for the fame articles by the moft favoured nations. 

“ 12th. Porcelain, earthen-ware, and pottery, fhall pay reciprocally twelve percent, ad 
valorem. * 

“ 13th. Plate-glafs and glafs-ware in general fhall be admitted, on each fide, paying a duty 
of 12 percent, ad valorem. * 

“ His Britannic Majcfty teferves the right of countervailing, by additional duties on the 
under-mentioned merchandizes, the internal duties aftually inipofed upon the manufatturcs, 
or the import duties which are charged on the raw materials ; namely, on all linens or cottons, 
flaincd or printed, on beer, glaf® ware, plate glafs, and iron. 

“ Aivd his moft Chriftian Majefty alfo referves the right of doing the fame, with regard to 
the following merchandizes; namely, cottons, iron, and beer. 

“ And for tire better fecuring the due colled ion of the duties payable ad valorem, which are 
fpecified in the above tariff, the faid contra&ing parties will concert with each other as well 
the form of the declarations to be made, as alfo the propeT means of preventing fraud with 
refpeft to the real value of the faid goods and merchandises. , 

“ But if it fhall hereafter appear that any miftakes have inadvertently been made in the 
above tariff, contrary to the princig^ss, on which it is founded, the two fovereigns will con¬ 
ceit with good faith upon the means of rectifying them. 

“ VII. The duties above fpecified arc not to be altered but by mutual confent; and the 
merchandizes not above fpecified fhall pay, in the dominions t>f the two fovereigns, the im¬ 
port and export duties payable in each of the faid dominions by the moft favoured European 
nations, at the time the prefent treaty bears dale, and the fhips belonging to the fubjefts of 
the faid dominions fhall alfo refpeitively enjoy therein all the privileges and advantages which 
arc granted to thofc of die moft favoured European nations. 

“ And it being the intention of the two high contracting parties, that their refpeCtive fub- 
jefts fhould lie in the dominions of each other, upon a footing as advantageous as thole cf 
other European nations, they agree that, in cafe they fhall hereafter grant any additional ad¬ 
vantages in navigation or trade to any other European nation, they will reciprocally allow 
their laid fubjeCts to participate therein; without prejudice, however, to tire advantages which 
they referve, viz. France in favour of Spain, in coufequcncc of the 24th article of the family 
compa<ft, figned the 10th of May, 1761, and England according to what (he has praftiii-d in 
conformity .to, and in coufequcncc of the convention of 1703, between England and Portugal. 

“ And to the end that every perfon may know, with certainty, the llatc of 1 the aforefaid 
impofts, cuftoms, import and export duties, whatever they may be, it is agreed that tariffs, 
indicating the impofts, cuftoms, and cftabliflrcd duties, (hail he affixed in public places, as 
wfifl ip-Rouen and the other wading cities of France, as in London and the other- trading 
cities under the dominion of the King of Great Britain, that recourfe may be had to them 
whenever any difference fhall arife concerning foch impofts, cuftoms, and duties, which fhall 
' not be levied, otherwife than in conformity to what is clearly expreffed in the faid tariffs, and 
according to their natural conftruflion : and if any officer, or other pecioa in his name, fhall, 
•Vol. IV. 4 I .* under 
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786 under any pretence, publicly or privately, dire fitly, orindiroftly, demand or take of a mer¬ 
chant, or of any other perfon, any furo of money, or any thing elfe, on account of duties, 
impoft, fearch, or compcnfation, although it be under the name of a free gift, -or under any 
other pretence, more or otherwife than what is above preferibed; in foch cafe the faid officer, 
or his deputy, if be be accufed andoconvifted of the lame before a competent judge, in the 
place where the crime was committed, fhall give full fatisfaftionto the injured party, and fhall 
likewife fuffer the penalty.preferibed by the laws. 

“ VIII. No merchandizes exported from the countries refpefti vely under the dominion of 
their Majcfties, fhall hereafter be fubjeft to be infpefted or confifcated, under any pretence of 
fraud or defeft in making or working them, or of any Sther imperfeftion whatfoever •. but ab- 
folute freedom fhall be allowed to the buyer and feller to bargain and fix the price for the fame, 
as they fhall fee good ; arty law, ftatute, edift, -proclamation, privilege, grant, or enftom to 
the contrary notwithftandiug. 

«• IX. Whereas feveral kinds of merchandizes, which are ufually contained in calks, chefts, 
or other cafes, and for which the dutfts art paid by weight, will be exported from and im¬ 
ported into France by Britifh fubjefts; it is agreed that, in fuch cafe, the aforefaid duties fhall 
be demanded only according to the real weight of the merchandizes; and the weight of the 
cafks, chefls, and other cafes whatever, fhall be deduced, in the fame manner as has been, 
and is now praftifed in England, ’ 

* 4 ‘ X. It is further agreed, that if any miftake m error fhall be committed by any mailer of 
a fhip, his interpreter or faftor, or by others employed by him, in making the entry or decla¬ 
ration of her cargo, neither the fhip nor the cargo Jtall be fubjeft for fuch defeft, to confif- 
cation; but it fhall he lawful for the proprietors to take back again fuch goods as were omitted 
in the entry or declaration of the matter of the fhip, paying only the accuftomed duties ac¬ 
cording to the placart, provided always that there be no mattifeft appearance of fraud. Neither 
fhall the merchants, or the matters of Blips, or the merchandize, be fubjeft to any penalty by 
reafon of fuch omiffion, in oafe the goods omitted in the declaration fhall not have been landed 
before the declaration has been made. 

“ XI. In cafe cither of the two high contrafting parties fhall think proper to eftablifh pro¬ 
hibitions, or to augment the import duties upon any goods or merchandize of the growth or 
manufafture of the other, which are not Specified in the tariff; fuch prohibitions or augmen¬ 
tations ftiall be general, and fhall comprehend the like goods and merchandizes of the other 
molt favoured European nations, as well as thofe of either Bate; and In cafe either of the two 
cdtltrafting parties fhall revoke the prohibitions, or dimimfh the duties, in favour of any other 
European nation, upon any goods or merchandize of its growth or manufafture, whether on 
importation or exportation, fuch revocations of diminutions fhall be extended to the fubjefts of 
the other party, on condition that the latter fhall grant to the fobjefts of the former tine im- 
portation and exportation of the like goods and merchandizes under tlie fame duties; the cafes 
referred in the 7th article of the pwfenttreaty always excepted. . ■;«* 

forafrituch M a certiin ufa§e» not authorized by any law, has formerly obtain- 
ed in divers parts of Qtedt Britain' and France, by which Frtnch fubjeft* have paid-in Eng¬ 
land a kind of capitation tax, caned in the language of that country head-money; and Eng- 
lifh fubjeft* a like duty in France, called Jrgent du Chtf ; it is agreed, that the laid impofl 
fhall not be demanded for the futwrfi oa cither fide, neither under the antient name, nor 
ttnderany othejf namewhatfoever. /• \ 

•. « XIII. If 
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1786 ** XIII. If either of the high contra&ing parties has granted, or lhall grant, any bounties 

for encouraging the exportation of any articles, being of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of his dominions, the other party Hull be allowed to add to the duties already impofed, by 
virtue of the prefent treaty, on the faid goods and merchandizes, imported into his dominions, 
fuch an import du|y as lhall be equivalent to the faid bounty. But this ftipulation is not to 
extend to the cafes of reftitutions of duties and i tn polls, (called drawbacks) which are allowed 
upon exportation. 

“ XI Vi The advantages granted by tbeqwefent treaty to the fubje&s of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty (hall take effeft, as for as relates to the kingdom of Great Britain, as foon as laws (hall 
• be palled there, for fecuripg. to the fubjeCls of his MoftChriftian Majefty the reciprocal en¬ 
joy mentof the Advantages witch are granted to them by the prefent treaty. 

“ And the advantages granted by all thefe articles, except the tariff, lhall take efFeft, with 
regard to the kingdom of Ireland, as foon as laws lhall be pafled there, for fecuring to the fub- 
jeCls of his Moft Chriftian Majefty the reciprocal enjoyment of the advantages which are 
granted to them by this treaty; and, in like manner, the advantages granted by the tariff fhall 
take effeCt, in what relates to the faid kingdom, as foon as laws lhall be pafled there for giving 
cffeCt to the faid tariff. 


“ XV, It is agreed, that Ihips belonging to his Britannic MajeftyVfubjeCts, arriving in 
the dominions of his Moft Chriftian Majefty from the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, or 
from any other foreign port, lhall not pay freight duty, or any other like duty. In the fame 
manner, French Ihips lhall be exempted, in the dominions of his Britannic Majefty, from the 
duty of 5s. and from every other fimiUrduty or charge. * 

“ XVI. I t lhall .not be lawful for any Foreign privateers, not being fubjcCh of either 
crowp, who have comnfillions from any other Prince or State, in enmity with either nation, 
to arm their Ihips in the ports of cither of the faid two kingdoms, to fell what they have taken, 
or in any other manner whatever to exchange the fame ; neither lhall they be allowed even to 
pure bale victuals, except fuch as lhall be necetTary for their going to the neareft port of that 
Prince from whom they have obtainetTconmiilfions. 

“ XVII. When any difpute lhall arife between any commander of a {hip and his fcamen, 
in the ports of either kingdom, concerning wages due to the faid feamen, or other civil caufes 
whatever, the magiftrate of the place lhall require no more from .the perfon accufed, than that 
he give to the accuftr a declaration in writing, yitaefled by the magiftrate, whereby he lhall 
be hound to aufwcr that matter before a competent judge in his own country; which being 
done, it lhall not be lawful cither for the feamen to defert their Ihip, or to binder the com¬ 
mander from profecuting his voyage* It lhall moreover be lawful for the merchants in the 
places of their abode, or eifewhere, to keep books of their accounts and affairs, as they fhall 
think fit, and to have an intercourfe of letters, in fuch language or idiom as they-lhall chufe, 
without any niokftatkm or fcatch whatfoever. jBut if iMhould happen to be neceflary for 
them to produce their books of accounts for deciding a“nydifpute or controvcrfy, in luch cafe, 
they lhall be obliged to bring into court the entire books or writings, but fo as the judge may 
not have liberty to take cognizance of any other articles in the faid books, than fuch as fhall 
relate to the affair in queftion, or fuob as lhall be neceftary to give credit to the laid,books ; 
neithtSlliiall it be lawful, under any pittance, to tajee the faid books or writings forcibly out 
of the hands of the owners, or to retain them, tlyj cafe of bankiupfcy only excepted. Nor 
lhall the ftabjc&s of the King of Great Britain be obliged to write their accounts, letters, or 

4 1 2 . other 
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1786 other interments relating to trade, on flumped paper, except their •diy-book, which, tint it 
may be produced as evidence in any law-fuit, ought, according to the laws which «H perfons 
trading in Franee arc to obfcrve, to be indorfed and attefied gratis by the judge, nnder his own 
hand. 

" XVIII. It is further agreed and concluded, that aU nerchaAtt^coraataadetsof fhips, and 
others, the fubje&s of the King of Goeat Britain, in aU the dominions of his MoA Chriftian 
Majefty in Europe, (hall have full liberty to manage their own affairs dmafelvo, or to com¬ 
mit them to die management of wbomfoeve* they ploafc; nor fhali they be obliged to employ 
any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any fsdary, -uniefs they fhali chafe to employ them. 
Moreover, matters of fhips fhali not be obliged, in -loading or unloading their £bip«, to make 
ufe of thofe perfons who may be appointed by public anbonty for that purpofe, either at 
Bourdeaux or elfewberc; but it fhali be entirely free for them to load or unload their fh ips by 
thrmfclves, or to make ufe of fuch perfons in loading “or unloading, the feme, as they fhali 
think fit, without the payment of any reward to any other wbotnfoever; neither fhali they be 
forced to unload into other fhips, or to receive into their own, any merchandize whatever, or 
» to wait for their lading any longer than they pleafe. And all the febje&s of the Moft Chriftian 
King fhali reciprocally have and enjoy the fame privileges and liberties, in all the dominions 
of his Britannic Majefty in Europe. . * 

“ XIX. The fhips of either patter Seing laden, failing along thecoaftsof die other,and being 
forced by ftorm into the havens or ports; or making land there in any other manner whatever, 
foalfoot be obliged to unlade their goods, or any part thereof, or to pay any duty, uniefs they, 
of their own accord, unlade theiv goods there, and fell feme part thereof. But it ihalibe lawful, 

• permifiion having been firft obtained from thofe who have the dirc&ion of maritime affairs, to 
unlade and fell a ftnall part of their cargo, merely for die end of pwreirttfing neccl&ries, either 
for vi&ualling or refitting the fhip ; and in that cafe the whole lading fhali not be fubjedt to 
pay the duties, but that fmall part only which Stall have been taken out and fold. 

“ XX. it fhali be lawful for all the fubje&s of the King of Greagdfeitain, and of the Moft 
Chriftian King, to fail with theif fhips, with perfect fecurity and liberty, no diftin&ion being 
made Who are the proprietors of the merchandizes laden thereon, from any port whatever, to 
the countries which are now, or fhali be hereafter at war with the King of Great Britain, or 
the Moft Chriftiap King. It fhali likewife be lawful for the afhrcfaid fubje&s to fail and 
traffic with their fhips and merchandize^, with the feme liberty and fecurity, from the coun¬ 
tries, ports and places of thofe'who are enemies of both, or of either party, without any op- 
pofition or diffurbanee whatsoever, and to pafs dire&ly not only from the places of the enemy 
aforementioned to neutral places, but alfo from one place belongingto an enemy, to another 
place belonging to an enemy, whether they be bndcr the jorifdi&ion of die fame, or of leverjtl 
Princes: and as it has been ftipulated concerning fhip* and goods, that every thing fhali be 
deemed to be free, which fhali be found on board the fhips belonging to the fubjc&s of the re- 
fpe&ive kingdoms, although the whole lading, or part thereof, fhoufd belong to the enemies 
of their Majefties, contraband goods being always excepted, on the topping of which, fuch 
proceedings fhalt be had a* are conformable to the fpirit of the following articles; it is likewife 
agreed, that this fame liberty, be extended to perfons who are on board a free fhip, to the end 
that, although they be enemies to bo|h, or to either party, they may not be takewont of fuch 
free fhips, uniefs they are foldiers, a&oallyin the fcrvicc of the enemies, and on their voyag 
for the purpofe cf being employed in a milkary capacity, in their fleets or armies. 

a ‘‘ XXI. This 
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»7f6 **■ XXI. This liberty of navigation and commerce Audi extend to all kinds of merchandizes, 

excepting tbofe only which are fpecified in the following article, and winch are deferibed 
under the mate of contraband. - 1 

** XXII. Under this name of contraband, or prohibited goods, fhall he comprehended 
arms, cannon,'harquebttfies, mortars, petards, bombs, grenades, fauciffes, carcalTcs, carriages 
for cannon, rmiila* reft*, bandoleers, gunpowder, match, faltpetre, ball, pikes, fwords, head¬ 
pieces, helmets, cuirailes, halberts, javelins, holders, belts, horfes and lurnefs, and ail other 
like kinds of arms and warlike implements fit for the ufe of troops. 

“ XXIII. Thefe merchandise! which follow (hail not be reckoned among contraband 
goods, that is to fay, hli forts of cloth, and all other manufa&ures of wool, flax, filk, cotton, 
or any other materials, all finds of wearing apparel, together with the articles of which they 
are ufoalty made, gold, filver, coined or uncoined, tin, iron, lead, copper, brafs coals, as 
alfo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn and pulfe, tobacco, and all kinds of (pices, 
falted and ftnoaked flefh, faltcd fob, chrefe and batter, beer, oil, wines, fugar, all forts of 
fait, and of piovifione which ferve for fuftenance and food to mankind; all kinds of cotton, 
cordage, cables, fails, fail-cloth, hemp, tallow, pitch, tar and rofin, anchors, and any parts 
of anchors, (hip-mafls, planks, timber of all kinds of trees, and all other things proper either 
for building or repairing (hips. Nor (hall any other goods whatever, which hare not been 
worked intotheformof any inftrnment or furniture tor warlike ufe, by land or by fea, be re¬ 
puted contraband, much lefs fuch as have been already wrought and made up for any other 
purpofe. All which things (hall (redeemed goods not contraband, as likewife ail others which 
arc not comprehended and particularly deferibed in the preceding article; fo that they mav be 
freely carried by the fobjefts of both kingdoms, even to places belonging to an enemy, except¬ 
ing only fuoh places as are befleged, blocked up, ox in veiled. 

“ XXIV. To the end that ail manner of diflentions and quarrels may be avoided and pre¬ 
vented on both (ides, it is agreed, that in calc either of their Majefties (horrid be engaged in 
war, the (hips anAjariTefs belonging to the fubjefls of the other (hall be furrufoed with foa- 
lelters or patTports^expreflijig the name, property and bulk of the (hip, as alfo the name and 
place of abode of the matter or commander df the laid (hip, £hat it may appear thereby, that the 
(hip really and truly belong* to the fabjefts of one of the Princes; which paflports (lull be 
made out and granted, according to the form annexed to the prefent treaty: they (hall likewii- 
be renewed every year, if the (hip happens to return home within tire (pace .of a year. It is 
alfo agreed, that luch (hips when laden arc to be provided not only with paflports as above* 
mentioned, but alfo with certificates containing the ieveral particulars of the cargo, the place 
from whence the (hip failed, and whither flic is bound, fo that it may be known whether (Le 
carries any of the prohibited or contrabarld goods fpecified in the 22d article of this treaty ; 
which Certificates (hall be prepared by the officers of the place from whence the (hip let fail, m 
the accuflomed form. And if any one (hall think fit to exp refs in the find certificates the pet- 
fon to whom the goods belong, he may freely do lo. • 

“ XXV* The (hips belonging to the fobjefb and inhabitants of the refpeftive kingdoms, 
coming to any of the coafts of either of them, but without being willing to enter into port, o< 
being entered, yet not willing to land their cargoes, or break bulk, (hall not be obliged to 
give an account of their lading, unlefs they are fnJpcfted, upon fore evidence, of carrying 
prohibited goods, called contraband, to die enemies of either of tbs tw.a high com railing 
panics, 

* . " XXVI. 2 « 
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1786 “ XXVI. In cafe the (hips belonging to the faid fubjefts and inhabitants of the- refpc&ive 

dominions of their Moil Serene Majefties, either on the coaft, or on the high feas, (hall meet 
with any men of war belonging to their Mod Serene Majefties, or with privateers, the faid 
men of war and privateers, for preventing any jnconveniencies, are to remain out of cannon 
(hot, and to fend their boats to the merchant (hip which may be met with, and fhali enter her 
to the number of two or three men only, to whom the reader or commander of fuch fliip or 
veflel (lull fhew his paflport, containing the proof of the property of the fliip, made o,ut ac¬ 
cording to the form annexed to this prelent treaty j and the (hip which fhali have exhibited the 
lame, lhall have liberty to continue her voyage, and it £haU be wholly unlawful any way to 
moleft or fearch her, or to chace or compel her to alter her courfe. 

“ XXVII. The merchant fhips belonging to the fubjefls of either of the two high con- 
trading parties, which intend to go to a port at enmity with the other foVercigm, concerning 
whole voyage and the fort of goods on board there may be juft caufe of fufpicion, (hall be 
obliged to exhibit, as Well on the high feas as in the ports and havens, not only her paflports, 
but alfo her certificates, exprefling that the goods are not of the kind which arc contraband, as 
tpecified in the 2ad article of this treaty. 

*• XXVIII. If, on exhibiting the above-mentioned certificates, containing a lift of the 
cargo, the other party fhali difeover any goods of that kind which ate declared contraband, or 
prohibited, by the 2 id article of (his treaty, and which are defigned fora port fubjed to his enemy, 
it (hall be unlawful to break up or open the hatches, chefts, calks, bales, or other veflel5 found 
on board fuch fhip, or to remove even the fmaUeft parcel of the goods, whether the faid (hip 
belongs to the fubjeds of the King of Great Britain, or of the Moft Chriftian King, uniefs the 
lading be brought on fhore, in the prefence of the officers of the court of Admiralty, and an 
inventory made by them of the faid goods : nor (hail it be lawful to fell, exchange, or alienate 
the fame in any manner, uniefs after doc and lawful procefs fhali h»Ye been had againft fuch 
prohibited goods, and the judges of the Admiralty refpedivcly lhall, by fentence pronounced, 
have conSfcated the fame, laving always as well the fliip itfcif, as tlmmther goods found there¬ 
in, which by this treaty are to be accounted free ; neither may they’Wdetained on pretence of. 
their being mixed with prohibited goods, much lefs fliall they be confifcated as lawful prize: 
and if, when only part of the cargo fliaU confift of contraband goods, ^ the matter of the fhip 
fliall agree, confent, and offer to deliver them to the captor who has, difeovered them, in fuch 
cafe, the captor having lfcceivcd fuch goods, as lawful prize, lhall forthwith releafc the fhip, 
and not hinder her, by any means, from profecut'mg her voyage to the place 0?her deftination. 

“ XXIX. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever fhali be found to be laden by the fub¬ 
jeds. and inhabitants of cither patty, on any fhip belonging'to the enemies of the other, al¬ 
though *it be not contraband goods, lhall be confifcated in thfc fame manner as if it belonged to 
the enemy himfelf; except thofe goods and merchandizes which were put on hpard fuch fhip 
befose the declaration of war, or the general order for reprifals, or even after fuch declaration, 
if it wered*ne within the times following j that is to fay, if they were put on board fuc}i fliip 
in any port or place within tliefpace of two months after fuch declaration," mr prder for re¬ 
prifals, between Archangel^ St. Peterfburg, and tile Sciily iilands, and between the laid iflauds 
and the city of Gibraltar j. of ten weeks in the Mediterranean Sea; and of eight months iirany 
other country Or place in the world s fo that (be goods of the fubjofla of either Prince* whe¬ 
ther Uiey.be contraband or othemUe^ wbjch* a* aforefaid, were put 00 board *RJjMWjP-■■belong¬ 
ing to an enemy before the war, or after the declaration of the fame, within the time and limits 

Vt ■< ■ above- 
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*786 above-mentioned, fhall no wife be liable to confutation, but fhall well and truly be rtftored, 
without delay, to the proprietors demanding the fame.' provided neverthplcfs that, tf the faid 
merchandizes be contraband, it fliall not be any ways lawful to q^ry them afterwards to the 
ports belonging to the enemy. • 

“ XXX. And that more abundant care may be taken for the fccurity of the refpeftivc fub¬ 
jefts of tbeir Moft Seienc Majdties, to prevent their fuffering any injury by the men of war 
or privateers of cither party, all the commanders of the lhips of the King of Great Britain, and 
of the Moft Ckriftian King, and all their fiubjefts, fhall be forbid doing any damage to thofe 
ofthe other party, or committing any outrage againft them ; and if they aft to the contrary 
they fhall be punifhed* and Ihall rnorcovcr be bound, in their perfons and eftaxes, to make L- 
tisfaftion and reparation for all damages, and the intereft thereof, of what nature loever. 

**• XXXL For this caufe; all commanders of privateers, before they receive their patents or 
fpecial coramiflions, fhall hereafter be obliged to give, before a competent judge, fufficient 
fccurity by good bail, who are refponfiblc men, and have no intereft in the faid fhip, each of 
whom fhall be bound in the'whole for the fum of thirty*fix thoufand livres toarnois, or 
fifteen hundred pounds {foiling; or if fuch fhip be provided with above one hundred and 
fifty feithnen or foldiers, for the fum of feventy-two thoufand livres tournois, or three tliou- 
fand pounds fterling, that they will make entire fatisfaftion for all damages and injuries 
whatsoever, which they, or their officers, or others In their fervice, may commit during their 
cruize, contrary to the tenor of this prefent treaty, or the edifts made in confequence thereof 
by theit Moft Serene Majefties, under penalty likewife of having their patents and fpecial corn- 
millions revoked and annulled. * 

“ XXXI I. Their faid Majefties being willing mutually to treat in their dominions the fub¬ 
jefts of each other as favourably as if they were their own fubjefts, will give for h orders as 
fhall be necdTary and cflcftual, that the judgments and decrees concerning prizes in the court 
of Admiralty be given conformably to the rules of juftice and equity, and to the ftipulations 
of tints treaty, by jtdges who are above all fufpicion, and who have no manner of intereft in 
the caufe in difp»«pf 

“ XXXIII. And when the quality of the Ihip, goods, and mailer, fhall fufficicntly appear, 
from fuch paftports and certificates, it fhall not be lawful for the.commanders of men of war 
to exaft any further proof under any pretext whatfoever. But if any merchant ihip Ihall not 
be provided with fuck paftports or certificates, then it may be examined by a proper iudge, but 
in fuch manner as, if it fhall be found, from other proofs and documents, that it truly belongs 
to the fubjefts of one of the fovereigns, and does not contain any contraband goods, defigned 
to be carried to the enemy of the other, it fliall not be liable to confifcation, but fhall be re- 
kafed, together with its cargo, in order to proceed on its voyage, 

. “ If tbe mafter of the fhip named in the paftports fhould happen to die, or be removed by 

any other caufe,' and another put in his place, the fhips and goods laden thereon fhall ne\er- 
thclefsbe equally freate, and the paftports fliall remain in full force. * 

« XXXIV. It is further provided and agreed, that the fhips of either of the two nations, 
retaken by the privateers of the other, fliall be reilored to the former owner, if they have not 
been in the power of the enemy for four and twenty hours, fubjeft to the payment, by tli? 
laid owner, of otie^third of the value of the fhip retaken, and of its cargo, guns arid apparel ; 
which tiuf4pastfliali he amicably adjufted by the parties concerned; bat if not, and in cafe 
"*■' .. they 
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17 83 they fhoukl difagree, they-fhall make application to the officers of the Admiralty of 4 hr place 
where the privateer which retook the captured vSflci fhall have carried her. * 

“ If the fliip retajpn has been in the power of the enemy above four and twenty hours, flie 
lhall wholly belong to the privateer which retook her. • 

“ In cafe of a lhip being retaken by any man of war belonging to his Britannic Majefty, or 
tolas Mod Chriftian Majefty, it fhall be reftored to the former owner, on payment of the 
thirtieth part of the value of fueh ihip, and of its cargo, guns, and apparel, if itwas retaken 
within tlie four arid twenty hours, and the tenth part if itwas retaken after the four and twenty 
hours; which fums fhall be diftributed, as a reward, amongfl the crews of the fhips which 
fhall have retaken fuch prise. The valuation of the thirtieth and tenth parts above-mention¬ 
ed Hull be fettled Conformably to the regulations in the beginning of this article. 

“ XXX V Whcnfocver the adSbafladors of either of their faid Majefties, or other their mi¬ 
ni (levs having a public cha rafter, and rciiding at the court of the other Prince, fhall complain 
of the injuftice of the fentcnccs which have been given, their Majefties fhall refpeftively caufe 
the fame to be rcvifed and re-examined in their councils, unlcfs their councils Ihould already 
have decided thereupon, that it m*f appear, with certainty, whether the direftions and pro- 
v ikons preferibed in this treaty, have been followed and ©bferved. Their Majefties fhall like- 
wife take care that this matter be efFeftually provided for, and that juft ice be done to every 
complainant within the fpacc of thrde months. However, before or after judgment given, and 
pending the revilion thereof, it Hull not be lawful to fell the goods in difpute, or to unlade 
them, oiilcfs with tlic confcnt of the perfons concerned, for preventing any kind of lofs; and 
Jaws fhall be enafted on both fidcs for the execution of the prefent article. 

“ XXXVI. If any differences fhall arife refpefting the legality of prizes, fo that a judicial 
decifio* ihould become neccffary, the judge fhall direft the effefts to be unladen, an inventory 
and appraifement to be made thereof, and fecurity to be required refpeftively from the captor 
for paying the cofts, in cafe the fhip ihould not be declared lawful prize; and fromthc claimant 
for paying the value of the prize, in cafe it fhauld be declared lawful; which fecurities being 
given by both parties, the prize fhall be delivered up to the chtglint. But if the claimant 
ihould refute to give fudkient fecurity; the judge fhall direft the prize to be delivered to the 
captor, after having received from him good and fufficient fecurity for paying the full value cf 
the faid prize, in cafeit Ihould be adjudged illegal. Nor fhall the eaecution ©f the fentencc of 
the judge be fufpended by reafon of any appeal, when the party againft whom fuch appeal fhall 
be brought, whether claimant or captor, fhall have given fufficient fecurity for reftoring the 
fhip or efiefts, or tlie value of fuchfhip oreffefts, to the appelia»t,in cafe judgment ihould 
be given in bis favour. , 

« XXXVII. In cafe any (hips of war or merchantmen, forced by ftorms or other acci¬ 
dents, be driven on rocks or {helves, on the coafts of either of the high cOntrafting parties, 
and ihould there be dallied to pieces and fhipwreckcd ; all fuch parts of the faid fhip*, or, of tlie 
furniture or apparel thereof, as alfo of the goods and merchandizes as fhall be faved, or the 
prodace thereof, fhall be ,faithfully reftored, *pon the fame being claimod by the proprietors, 
or their faftors, duly authorifed, paying Only the ex pence* incurred in theprcfcffvation there¬ 
of, acem ding to the rate offahrage fettled on beth.fities f faving at the fame time the rights and 
cuftoms ot eathnation, the abolition or modiftcatfoivof be treated upon, 

in the caiis where they fh4l be contrary rotlw ftipuhrium of the afl 3 «& i arid theis 

. Majefties 
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*786 Majeflies will mutually intcrpofc their authority, that fuel) of thcit fuhjcAs as {hall be fo in- 
• human ns to take advantage of anv fuch misfortune, may lie feverelv puitiflied. 

“ XXXVIII. It (hall be free for the fubjsdls of eacli party to employ fuch advocates, at- 
toruics, notaries, folicitorsand faflors as they fhall think lit; to which end the faid advocates 
and others above-mentioned, {hall be appointed by the ordinary judges, if it be needful, and 
the judges be thereunto required. 

“ XXXIX. And for the greater fecurity and liberty of commerce and navigation, it is fur¬ 
ther agreed, that both the King of Great Britain, and the Moll Chriftian King, (hall not only 
refufc to receive any pirates or fea-roveis whatfoever into any of their havens, ports, cities, or 
towns, or permit any of their fubjedls, citizens, or inhabitants, on cither part, to receive or 
prote£l them in their ports, to harbour them in their houfesj or to aftift them in any manner 
whatfoever; but further they fhall caufe all fuch pirates and fea-rovers, and all perfons who 
receive, conceal, oraffiftthem, to he brought to condign punilhtnent, for a terror and 
example to others. And all their (hips, with tjbc goods or merchandizes taken by them, and 
brought into the ports of either kingdom, (hall-be feized as far as they can be difeovered, and 
fhall be reftored to the owners, or their failors duly authorized or deputed by them in writing, 
proper evidence being firft given in the court of Admiralty, for proving the property, even iit 
cafe fuch effefis ihould have pa fled into other hands by fale, if it be proved that the buyer? 
knew, or might have known, that they had been p’raticaily taken. And generally all {hips 
and merchandizes, of what nature foever, which may be taken on the high fcas, (hall be 
brought into fame port of cither kingdom, and delivered into the cuftody of the officers of that 
port, that they may be reftored entire to the true proprietor, as foon as due and fufficient proof 
{hall have been made concerning the property thereof. 

“ XL. ft fhall be lawful, as well for the (hips of war of their Majefties, as for privateers 
belonging to their fubjefts, to carry whitherfoever they pleafe, the {hips and goods taken from 
their enemies, without being obliged to pay any fee to the officers of the Admiralty, or to any 
judges whatever; nor (hall the faid prizes, when they arrive at and enter the ports of their faid 
Majefties, be detained or feized ; neither Ihall the fearchers, or other officers of thofe places, 
vifit or take cognizance of the validity of fuch prizes; but they {hall be at liberty to hoift fail 
at any time, to depart, and to carry their prizes to the place mentioned in the commiffions or 
patents, which the commanders of fuch {hips of war fhall be obliged to fliew : on the contrary, 
no {belter or refuge (hall be given in their ports to fuch as have made a prize upon the fuhjcfts 
of either of their Majefties; but if forced by -ftrcls of weather, or the dangers of the fea, to 
enter therein, particular care Hull be taken to haften their departure, and to caule them to 
retire from thence as foon as poffible, as far as it is not repugnant to former treaties made in 
this refpeft with other fovereigns or Hates. 

“ XLL Neither of their Majefties {hall permit the {hips of goods belonging to the fubje&s 
ofthe other to be taken within cannon {hot of the coaft, or in the ports or rivers of their do¬ 
minions, by*fliips of war, or others having commiffion from any prince, republic, or city 
whatfoever : but in cafe it Ihould fo happen, both parties ihall employ their united force to 
obtain reparation of the damage thereby occasioned. 

“ XL 1 I. But if it Ihall appear that the captor made ufe of any kind of torture upon the 
mafter of the Blip, the crew, or others who (hall be on board any Blip belonging to the fub- 
• jefts of the other party, in fuch cafe, not only the Blip itfelf, together with the perfons, mer¬ 
chandizes, and"goods whatfoever, {hall be forthwith releafcd, without any delay, and fet en¬ 
tirely free, but alfo fuch as {hall be convidted of fo enormous a crime, together with their ac- 

Voi.. IV. 4 K complices* 
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1786 complices, fhall fuffer the moft fcvere punifhmcnt Suitable-to their offences: this the King of 
Great Britain and the Moft Chriftian King mutually engage fhall be obfervcd, without any 
refpeft of perfons whatfoever. 

“ XL 1 II. Their Majcfties fhall refpe&ively be at liberty, for the advantage of their lubje&s. 
trading to the kingdoms and dominions of either of them, to appoint therein national confuls, 
who fhall enjoy the right, immunity, and liberty belonging to them, by rcafon of their duties 
and their functions; and places fhall hereafter be agreed upon where the faid confuls fliall be 
eftablifhed, as well as the nature and extent of their funftions. The convention relative to 
this point fhall be concluded immediately after the fignature of the prefent treaty, of which it 
Xhali be deemed to conftitute a part. 

“ XLIV. It is alfo agreed, that in whatever relates to the lading and unlading of fliips, 
the fafety of merchandize, goods, and effects, the fucceffionto perfonal eftates, as well as the 
prote&ion of individuals, and the perfonal liberty, as alfo tire adminiftration of juftice, the 
fubjefts of the two high contracting parties fhall enjoy in their refpeftivc dominions, the fame 
privileges, liberties, and rights, as the moft favoured nation. 

“ XLV. If hereafter it fhall happen, through inadvertency or otherwife, that any infrac¬ 
tions or contraventions of the prefent treaty fhould be committed on cither fide, the friend/hip 
and good underftanding fhall not immediately thereupon be interrupted; but this treaty fhall 
fubfift in all its force, and proper remedies fhall be procured for removing the inconveniencies, 
as likewife for the reparation of the contraventions; and if the fubjefts of either kingdom fliall 
be found guilty thereof, they only fhall be punifhed and feverely cllaftifcd. 

“ XLVI. His Britannic Majefty and his Moft Chriftian Majefty have referved the right of 
revifmg and re-examining the feveral ftipulations of this treaty, after the term of twelve years, 
to be computed from the day of palling laws for its execution in Great Britain and Ireland rc- 
fpeftively, to propofe and make fuch alterations as the times and circumftances may have ren¬ 
dered proper or neceffary for the commercial intcrefts of their refpeftive fubje&s : and this re- 
vifion is to becompleatcd in the fpacc of twelve months; after which term the prefent treaty 
fhall be of no effefb, but in that event, the good harmony and friendly corrcfpondcnce between 
• the two nations fliall not fuffer the leaft diminution. 

“ XLVII. The prefent treaty fhall be ratified and confirmed by his Britannic Majefty, and 
bv his Moft Chriftian Majefty, in two months, or fooncr if it can be done, after the exchange 
of fignatures between the plenipotentiaries, 

“ In witnefs whereof, we, the under-figned commiffioners and plenipotentiaries of the King 
of Great Britain and the Moft Chriftian King, have figned the prefent treaty with our hands, 
-and have fet thereto the feals of our arms. 

“ Done at Verfailles the 2bt h of September, 1786. 

“ William Eden, (L. S.) 

“ Gerard deRayneval, (L. S.)” 

Form of the Pa s sports Mid Sea-letters which are to be granted by the refpetl'rve Admiral- 

tics of the Dominions of the two High Controlling Parties to the Ships and Veffcls fading from 

thence , purluan! to the twenty-fourth Article of the prefent T'caty. ’ 

«• N. N. To all who lhall fee thefc prefents, greeting.—Be it known that we have granted 
licence and per million to N.of the city,, (or place) of bJ. mafter or commander of the fit ip N. 
belonging to N. of the port of'N. burthen tons or thereabouts, now lying in the port 

or haven of N. to fail to N. laden with N. the faid fhip having been examined before her de¬ 
parture, »n the ufual manner, by the officers of the place appointed for that purpofe. And the 
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1786 fa id N. or fuch other perfon as fhall happen to fuccccd him, fhall produce this licence in every 
port or haven which he may enter with his fhip, to the officers-of the place, and fliall give a 
true account to them of what fliall have palled or happened during his voyage ; and he fhall 
carry the colours, arms, andenfigtts ofN. during his voyage. 

“ In witnefs whereof, we have figned thefe prefents, and fet the feal of our arms thereto, 
and caufed the fame to t>e counterfigned by N. at in the year, &c.” 

The Canada files, in this year, amounted to 173,00c!. 

The revenue arifing from tile diftillcry itf England for this and the preceding year, was,— 
1111785, _ — — — £.314,040 o o 

— 1786, — — — — 4 2 7 > 74 ' o 0 


Total of the two years amounted to 


741,781 


An Account of the Variations in the rate of Duty on Corn Wash from Midfummer 1749, 
to Midfummer 1786, calculated from the refpeftive Variations in the Duties on low Wines 
and Spirits, together with an Account of the average Quantity of Spirits annually made, 
and the average Amount of the Duties annually collected under each Rate. 

Ajcraoe Quantity Rate per Gal- Average Amount 


1 

1750 . I 

, 75 I » j 

* 753’1 
»7S4. L 
*755’ j 
*75 6 J 

1761. 

i 7 6 3 > A 

1764, 

1765, 

1766, 
*767. 

1768, 

1769, 
*77Q> . 

1 77 1. > 

1772, * 
*77 3. 
*774. 

1 77 S» 
1776, 

»777> 

* 778 ., 

*779»1 


17 83.' 
*784. - 
* 78 ?, 
1786, 


of Spirits an¬ 
nually made , 
Gallons. 

6 . 57 I. 3 0 S 


4,548,800 


2 , 714.119 


Ion on the 

IVofh . 

4 . 


of the Digits an- 
totally colic tied. 


3 * 9 . 3 ^* 


3 S 3 . 7 S 8 


474.957 


f An additional duty was impofed 
j in the year 1751, but no fpirits 
• fubject to that duty were made 
L till die year 1752. 
f In March 1757 the making of 
j fpirits from corn was prohibit- 
1 cd; the prohibition ended in 
t April 1760. 


2,180,019 


423,712 U 


a.299.493 


1,438,44a 

3,014,784 

4,106,314 


Tar 


0 „ , Exclufivc of2five percents.viz.that 

489,787 10 | of A{jril 6, 1779, & April 6, 1781. 

, , Including the 2 five per cents, of 

529,096 16 ( 1?7 ^, I78i . v 

« ( Including 3 five per cents.; the laft of 

353» bI 7 0 which was imoofed lulv 26. 1 8 2. 


”-o - — 

1770 and 1781. 
icluding a five p< 


314,040 
4 2 7 . 74 * 
4 K 2 


f Including 3 five per cents.; tlie laft of 
i which was impofed July 26,1782. 
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1786 An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this year. 

EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 


1786. 

Britijh 

Foreign 

1786. 

Quarters. 

England. 

§>rs. 

Qrs. 

England. 


Wheat, — 

128,114 

9,888 

Wheat, — 

47 . 96 x 

Wheat Flour, 

64^55 

*. 3°3 

Wheat Flour, 

3.502 

Rye, — 

5.467 

1,269 

Rye, — 

3 ” 

Barley, — 

Malt, — 

14,973 

79,656 

*.423 

Barley, —- 

5®,»43 

Oats, — 

12,215 

t. 3 2 4 

Oats, — 

405,334 

Oatmeal, —• 

i .»47 

194 

Oat-meal, — 

6,763 

Beans, — 

9.903 

434 

Beans, — 

33.912 

Peas, — 

5-354 

140 

Peas, — 

1,617 

Scotland. 
Wheat, — 

507 


Scotland. 


"Wheat flour 

798 

—- 

Barley, — 

12,231 

Barley, — 

Barley hulled, — 

Bear, — 

Bear-meal, *— 

9 . 3 8 3 

54 

io.i 37 

98 

— 

Rye, — 

z 

Malt, — 

6,108 

-- 

Oats, — 

43,056 

Oats, — 

2,300 

—- 

Oatmeal, — 

23.320 

Oatmeal, 

Peas and Beans, 

2.113 

478 

— -.-f 

Peas and Beans, 

180 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from England in the courfc of this year, amoun¬ 
ted to 50,9731. 18s. 6|d. 

The drawbacks, during the fame period, were 79I. 19s. 46. 

The amount of the bounties paid on com and grain exported from Scotland, during the fame 
time, was 2,83d. is. lod. 

The duties on com imported into England, was 5,5561. as. 9d. j and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 714J. 8s. od. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ftandard Winchefter bufbel, for 
this year, was as follows :— 

Wheat, 4s. ioJd. ; rye, 3s. 43d.; barley, 3s. cd ; oats, 2s. 3d.; beam, 4*. i |d. 

The prices of the coarfcft forts of grain generally exceed and reduce the average price as 


follows:— 


Wheat, 6d. per bufhel; rye, 3d. 


barley, 3d. ■, oats, 3d.; beans, 6d. 


An account of the chriftcn'mgs and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 

Chriftened, males 9,183 Buried, males 10,853 

— . . females 8,936 — females 10,201 


18,1-19 


20,454 
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1786 The following arc the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheft and 
loweft prices arranged oppofite to each month. 



Bank 

3 f>" 

cent. 

3 P er 

cent. 

4 P" 
cent. 

Sptr 

Long 

Short 

Indiet 

Indi 1 

India 

Old 

Now 

Navy 

Exchequer 

Lott try 



reduc 

confol 

confoi 


jinn. 

— 

1778 

Slock. 

Ann, 

Bondi. 

Ann, 

*777 

Kith. 

Bills. 

lichti. 

January, 

r »4° 

H» 

69I 
Vi 

6 9 t 

72I 

871 

89I 

104^ 

i° 7 t 

20! 

21- 

134 

156 

162 

65! 

66 

46 p 

56 

67I 

69 


2jdif 

11 pr. 

12 

l 4 

1 A 

9 

i n 

February, 

> 39 i 

694 

69I 

881 

io 4 1 

20-1 

13* 

1 55 

& 4 l 

46 

681 

69 

671 

2 » 

1 ? 

14 

17 

[ I 4 °t 

7 °i 

7 °r 

89I 

105I 

2 1 

* 3 r 

,» 59 = 

651 

55 

68 

2 i 

to 

20 

O 

March, 

■ * 39 f 

7°4 

68* 

o 9 . 

I 04 l 

20’ 

l 3 k 

158* 

66f 

45 

68 

661 

2 1 

4 



1 l 4 2 l 

70 * 

7°1 

89-4- 

,0 jl 

, 2 °S 
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The following bills relative to trade and commerce, received the royal afient this year:_ 

A bill for the further continuation* for a limited time, of the afts pailed in the 23d and. 
24th of his prefent Majcfty, touching the commercial intercourfe between: the United States 
of North America and his Majefty’s dominions. 

For confining, to a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of Ame¬ 
rica and his Majdly’s fubjefts in the ifland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, Indian corn, 
and live-flock ; to be imported in none but Uritifh-built fhips, aftually belonging to Britiffo 
fubjefts, and navigated according to law, Ac. 

For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of hay. 

For regulating the exportation of hops to Ireland. 

To explain and amend certain, provifions of an aft made in the 24th of his prefent'Majefty, 
refpefting the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaft India Company. 

For obviating all doubts which have arifen or might arii'e with refpeft to the cxcluiivc power 
of the court of directors of the Eaft India Company to nominate and appoint the governor- 
general and council of the pTefidency of Fort Wiliiam, in Bengal. 

To amend the laws for the encouragemeut of the Newfoundland fifhery. 

For vefiing certain Aims In commiflioners at the end of every quarter of a year, to be by 
them 'applied to the reduftion of the national debt. 

For the further relief of debtors, with refpeft to the imprifonment of their perfons ; and to 
oblige debtors who fliatl continue in execution in prifon beyond a certain time, and for fums 
not exceeding what are mentioned in the aft, to nuke dilcovcry of, and deliver upon oath, 
their eftates for their creditors benefit. 

For 
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176O* For the further encouragement of the fifheries in the Greenland feas and Davis’s Straits. 

For regulating the production of nunifefts, and ro prevent fraudulent practices in obtaining 
bounties and drawbacks, an.' in the clandcftine lading of g >ods. 

For the furthest encouragon nt of the growth of h nip and flax in England. 

For more dTeftuully preventing the fraudu -nt removal of tobacco, &c. 

For the encouragement of the Southern whale flfhery. 

For the further encouragement of the pilchard flfhery. 

Refpefting the importation of naval (lore* from the Bririfh colonies in America, Britiih 
made gunpowder, Britiih fail-cloth, foreign fail-cloth; the exportation of fugars from the Rri- 
tifh colonies direftly to foreign ports, iu Britifh builf fhips; the difeontinuing of duties upon 
the importation of tallow, liogs-lard, and greafe; and granting other duties on pot and pearl, 
allies, wood, and wood-afhes, in the room ofthofe now repealed ; for allowing the importa¬ 
tion of fait from Europe to Quebec.; the importation of raw goat-fkins into this kingdom ; 
for encouraging the manufacture of flax and cotton in Great Britain ; for reviving the draw¬ 
back on the duties on rum (hipped as (lores, and the allowing of a bounty on the importation 
of hemp and flax from the Br. ilh American colonies. 

For repealing certain duties on. wines imported, and for granting new duties in lieu thereof, 
under the management of the commiflioners of cxcifc. 

For the increafe, &c. of (hipping and navigation. 

For the further regulation of the trial of perfons accufed of certain offences committed in the 
Eaft Indies; and for repealing part of an aft made in the 24th of his prefent Majefty, entitled, 
“ An aft for the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, 
of the Britiih pofieffions in India, and eftablilhing a court of judicature for the more fpeedy 
and effectual trial of perfons accufed of offences committed in the Eaft Indiesand for the 
more eafy proof in ccitain cafes of deeds and writings executed in Great Britain or India. 

To appoint commiflioners further to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emo¬ 
luments, which are or have been lately received in the feveral public offices therein mentioned, 
to examine into any abafes which may exift in the lame, and to report fuch obfervations as 
lhall occur to them for the better condufting and managing the buflnefs in the faid offices. 

For appointing and enabling commiffioners further to Examine, take, and ftate the public 
accounts of the kingdom. 

To prevent the unlawful pawning of goods, and eafy redemption of goods pawned, &c. 

To enable the Eaft India Company to raife money by the fale of annuities, &c. 

For the further preventing frauds in the payment of feamen’s wages, &c. 

For repealing fo much of two afts of Parliament of the 14th and 21ft of George III, as pro¬ 
hibits the Exportation of wool-cards at a limited price. 

To continue certain afts relating to the punifhment of perfons going armed or difguifed 
contrary to the cxcifc and cuftom laws ; and to prevent the committing of frauds by bankrupts. 

Refpefting the aft allowing a bounty on the exportation of Britiih made cordage. 

For the more effeftual encouragement of the Britiih filheries. 

For incorporating certain perfons therein named, by the name apd ftile of “ The Britiih 
Society for extending of the Fifheries, and improving the Sea-coafts of the Kingdom and 
to enable them, when incorporated, to fubferibe a joint ftock, and therewith to purchafcfands, 
and build thereon free towns, villages, and fiihing ftations in the Highlands and illands of 
Scotland, and for other purpofes. 


Supplies 
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Supplies granted by Parliament for this year 

For the navy, — _ _ 

For the army, — _ _ _ 

For the ordnance, — __ _ 

Mifcellaneous fcrviccs, —- — _ 

Deficiencies, —» ' —» — — 


Total Supplies, 


The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing Supplies. 
Land tax and duty on malt, — — 

To he applied out of the finking fund, — — 

Furthet application out of the finking fund, — 

Surplus of ditto, — - — . — . . .. 

Exchequer bills, —- —- — —- 

By certain fin pluffes of duties, <*cc. — — 

Lottery, — — — — 

Surplus of monies granted for the army in 1784, — 

Army favings and fioppages in 1785, — —- 

ImprdV, and other monies in the Exchequer, —- — 

Further applicaiion of the fiaking fund, — — 

By further Exchequer bills, — — 

Surplus of monies voted for Chclfea penfioners in 1785, — 


Total of Ways and Means, 

Total amount of Supplies granted. 
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c 

1. 

d. 

2,428,346 18 

8 

2,043,729 

*9 

2j 

346,877 17 

I 

7,255,400 
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1,412,203 
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6-g- 

1 3*486,537 
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d. 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

582,488 

*S 

9 i 

1,000,000 

0 

0 
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0 

1 

2,500,000 

0 

0 
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0 
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4 

6 1 
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13 
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0 

0 

3,000,000 
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Exccfs of Ways and Means, 


414.454 18 S'- 


An authentic and correft lift of the national debt, to the 5th of January in tliis year. 

Capitals. Into tj]. 



£• 

s. 

d . 

£• 

J. 

d. 

Bank flock, —* " *— 

1 1,642,406 

0 

0- 

6 <} 8,544 

0 

0 

Five per cent, navy annuities, — 

17,869,993 

9 

10 

893,499 


5 

Four per cent, confols, — ■— 

32,750,100 

0 

0 

1,310,000 

0 

0 

Three per cent, coufols. 

107,401,696 

5 

X 

3,222,050 

17 

9 

Three per cent reduced, 

3.7* 340.073 

4 

0 

1,120,202 

4 

3 

Three per cent, of 1726, — 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

Long annuities, of 610,375b per annum, cal- 

culati d at 21 years purchafe only, — 

20,411,250 

0 

0 

680,375 

0 

0 

Short annuities, 1777,0125,000!. per annum ; 
ditto 1778 and 1779 $ of 412,500b calculated 

at 14 years purchafe, — 

6,125,000 

0 

0 

437>5«° 

0 

0 

Carried forward, 

£.234,540,518 

18 

11 

£•8*392,171 

1 5 

S 
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1786 Brought forward. 

South Sea (lock, — *— 

Three per cent, old annuities, — 

Three per cent, new ditto, —- 


Three percent, of 1751, 
India (lock, — 

Three percent annuities, 


£•23-1.540,518 18 11 
3,662,784 8 6 
1 ',937.470 2 7 
8,494,830 a 10 
1,919,600 o o 
3,290,000 o o 
3,000,000 o o 


£•8.392.* 7i *5 5 

128,197 9 1 

357,224 2 o 
254,844 18 1 

57,588 o' o 
256,000 o o 
90,000 O O 


Total national debt, 266,755,203 12 10 9,536,026 4 7 


1787 An event of the firfi importance "to the commercial intcrefts of this country, which had 
taken place fubfequeot to the conclufion of the laft fellion of Parliament, prefented itfeif to the 
immediate notice of that aflerably, when it met, on the 23d of January in this year. This 
was the (igning, at Verfaillcs, on the 26th of September preceding, a treaty of commerce be¬ 
tween the courts of England and France, of which wc have already given an authentic copy. 

The fpeech from the throne, at the commencement of the feffion, obferved upon the appa¬ 
rent tranquillity of Europe, and recommended the treaty of commerce to the fanClion of Par¬ 
liament. It alfo referred three fpe'cific meafures to their approbation;—a convention refpeft- 
ing the cutting of logwood, with the Catholic King; a plan which had been formed for trail f- 
porting a number of convi&s to a part of the ifland of New Holland, known by the name of 
Botany Bay, and certain regulations for the accommodation of the mercantile part of the 
kingdom, and for Amplifying the public accounts in the various branches of the revenue. 

On the 12th of February, the day appointed for taking the treaty into confederation, a pe¬ 
tition was prefented from the Chamber of Manufacturers, dating, their fenfe of the ferious and 
awful importance of the treaty,—and that, after the mod careful invefligation, they had not 
been able to form any certain judgment upon the fubjeCt: they, therefore; deprecated the 
Houfcs coming to a dccifive vote upon that-dfcay, and,conc!uded with an allufion to the provi¬ 
dential effefts which were univerfally allowed to have rcfulted from the delay, that had been 
introduced by the mercantile intered into the difeuflion of the Irifh propofitions. This peti¬ 
tion,. however, not appearing to be of fufikient weight to caufc the difeuflion of the treaty to 
be deferred, Mr. Pitt entered upon a communication of the benefits which he conceived would 
refult to Great Britain from this important tratvfa&ion. As it may be reasonably fuppofed, 
that the miniderial fpeeches on this oecafion contained the real grounds upon which the treaty 
was formed, we (hall give the fubdance of them, as containing the bed hidory of the nature, 
foundation, and particular objects of our new commercial alliance. 

The treaty in queftion had been, for a conlidcrable time, in the hands of every manufac¬ 
turer and merchant in the kingdom, and had been very freely difeuded in a great variety of 
publications, without any complaint having been heard from any great manufacturing body 
of men, except the petition from the Chamber of Commerce; which, after all, did not date 
any reafons againd the treaty, but reded fimply on the vague and unfatisfafiory ground, that 
after between four and five months, the petitioners had not had diffident time to confider it. 
The allufion made to the conduit and communications of the manufacturer* on the Irifh pro¬ 
pofitions, and the utility which refulted from the delay which their intervention occafioned. 
was by no means calculated to enforce any arguments offered to keep back the difeuflion of 
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17S7 the commercial treaty. While thofe propofitions were in agitation, the manufa&mcr, of the 
kingdom had fliown, that they poilclTed the moll unremitting vigilance in watching over their 
intciclls, and, at lead, a fufficicnt degree of firmnefs in maintaining,their objections. There 
was not a commercial or manufadturing body that thought iticlf concerned, that did not in- 
fiantly take the alarm and join in the general remonftranccs on the Irilh propofitions ; while, 
on the prelent occafion, the manuiaflurers, watchful as they are of tlicir intcvcils, had taken 
no alarm. The woollen trade, fo naturally dear to this country, had manilVih-d no fpccies of 
apptchenfion : the manufa&urers of cambrics, of glafs, the diftillcry, and other members and 
branches of our domcftic trade, though, in fa&, particularly affc&ed by the treaty, had made 
no complaint; much lefs had any notice of objc&ion been received from the manufacturers in 
hardware, the potteries, &c., and fo far were the public from entertaining any diilike, or even 
doubts-concerning the merits of this treaty, that the generality of the nation were fanguine in 
williing for the ratification of it. 

With refpeft to a right conception of the commercial part of the treaty, it will be neccffarv 
to confiJer the relative Hate of the two kingdoms which were to be bound by it. On the very 
lirfl idea of the matter it appears, that France has the advantage in the gifts of foil and climate, 
and in the amount of her natural produce; while Great Britain was, on her part, conft-ffcdly 
fuperior in her manufa&urcs and artificial produfiions. In point of natural produce, France 
bad greatly the advantage in this treaty ; her wines, brandies, oils and vinegars, particularly 
the two former, are matters of fuch important value in her produce, as to deliroy all idea of 
reciprocity as to the natural produce :—wc, perhaps, have nothing of that kind to put in com¬ 
petition, but Amply the article of beer: but, on the contrary, is it not a fa& as demonflrably 
clear, that Britain, in its turn, poffeffes fomc manufa&urcs exclufive of her own; and that in 
others five has fo completely the advantage of her neighbour, as to put competition at defiance. 
This then is the relative condition, and the precife ground on which a valuable correfpond- 
ence and connexion between the two countries might be eftablifhed. Having each its own 
difiinft flaple,—having each that which the other wanted, and not clalhing in the great and 
leading lines of their rei'pe&ive riches, they might be confidered as two great traders in diiFer- 
ent branches, who might engage in a traffic that would prove mutually beneficial to them.— 
Granting that a large quantity of their natural produce would be brought into this country, it 
cannot, on the other hand, be denied, that we ffiould fend more cottons by the direft courfc 
now fettled, than by the circuitous paffages formerly ufed, as well as more of our woollens 
than while reflri&cd in their importation to particular ports and burdened with very heavy 
duties. Will not more of our earthen ware and other articles, which, under all the difadvan- 
tagesthey formerly fuffered, forced their way into France, now be fent thither in far greater 
quantities; and will not the aggregate of our manufa&urcs be greatly and eminently benefited 
in going to this market loaded only with duties from twelve to ten, and, in one inflance, with 
only five per cent. If the advantages, in this refpeft, were not fo palpable as to ftrike every 
mind qualified to form a judgment on the fubjeft, petitions would have flowed in from every 
quarter. 

The article of fadlery, which is charged the higheft in the tariff, gave no kind of alarm.— 
The traders in this article, though charged with a duty of fifteen per cent, knew their fuperi- 
ority fo well, that they chearfully embraced the condition. A market of fo many millions of 
people,—a market fo near and prompt,—’8 market of expedition and certain return, of nccellary 
and extenfive confumption, thus added to the commerce and manufa&urcs of Great Britain is 
Vot,. IV. 4 L an 
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1/87 an object of moft advantageous acquifition. To procure this we ought to give liberal condi¬ 
tions ; nor ought we, in any degree to hefitatc from the mifcrablc idea that, while this arrange¬ 
ment is fo advantageous to us, will alfo be beneficial to them. It is not hereby a confoling 
but an exhilarating fpeculation to the mind of an Englishman, that after the empire had been 
engaged in a competition the molt arduous and imminent it had ever known, after ft niggling, 
as it were, for its exigence,' that ftill it maintained its rank and efficacy fo firmly, that France, 
finding it could not ffiake her, opened its arms, and offered a beneficial conned!ion with Her, 
on eafy, liberal and advantageous terms. 

We agreed, by this treaty, to take from France, on fmall duties, the luxuries of her foil, 
which our oWn refinements had converted into neceffaries. The wines of France were already 
fo much in pofleffion of our markets, that, with all the high duties paid by us, they found 
their way to our tables: it could not, therefore, but prove a very great advantage to admit 
thefe luxuries on eafier terms : nor would the admiffion of them fupplant the wines of Portugal 
or of Spain; it would only operate, and very advantageoufly, to lupprcfs, in a great meafurc, 
a pernicious manufafture of wines in this country. With refpedt to brandy, it is an equally 
beneficial and eligible mcafure to dimiuifh the duties, the redudlion of which muff have a ma¬ 
terial effeft on the contraband trade in this article. It is well known, that the quantity clan- 
deftinely imported bears a great proportion to the legal importation; the legal importation of 
brandy being no more than 600,000 gallons, and the fuppofed amount of the fmuggled, ac¬ 
cording to the bcfl fo'unded eftimatiops between 300,000 and 400,000 gallons. As this article, 
therefore, had taken fuch complete pofleffion. of <he tafte of the nation, it was certainly a right 
policy to procure to the Hate a greater advantage from the article than heretofore, and to put 
an end to its contraband trade by legalifing the market. 

The oil and vinegar of France are comparatively fmall objefts, but, like the former, they 
were luxuries which had taken the ffiape of necefiaries, and which, of courfe, wc did right in 
* accepting on eafy terras. Thefe were the natural produfts of France to be admitted under the 
treaty. As to the manufactures of that country, the firft article is cambric, and the faft is, 
that as we had long ago laid afide all competition in that fabric, there could be no injury in 
granting an eafy importation to that which we would have at any rate. In no other article is 
there any tiling very formidable in the rivalry of France. Glafs would not be imported to any 
amount: in particular kinds of hce, indeed, the French might have the advantage, but none 
which they would not enjoy independent of the treaty. 

It has been argued by fomc fpeculating politicians, that no beneficial treaty could be made 
between this country and France, becaufc rvo fuch treaty had ever been formed ; and bccaufe, 
on the contrary, commercial intercourfes with her had always been injurious to England.—• 
This reafoning, however, was entirely fallacious : for, in the firft place, wc had, during a 
very long feries of years, experienced a commercial connexion wkh France; and, fecondly, 
though it might be true, that a commercial intercourfe founded on the treaty of Utrecht would 
have been injurious, it did not follow that this would prove the fame, as, at that time, the 
manufafturef in which we now excel poffeffed a hare cxiftenec, and were on the fide of 
Frapce inftead of being againft her. The tariff did not then; as now, comprehend all the 
articles in whifch we comparatively excelled, but, in addition to the produce of France, which 
at all periods muft be the fame, (he had the balance of manufactures alfo in her favour. At 
that period alfo the prejudices of manufacturers againft France were extreme, and correfponded 
with the patty violence of the day in the reprobation of the meafurc; but fb far was the Par- 

2 Jiamcnt 
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1787 liamettl from entertaining an opinion, that any commercial treaty made with France muft lie 
detrimental to the intcrcfts ol this country, that it prefented an addrefs to her Majcilv, (Queen 
Anne) praying her to renew commercial negotiations with the court of France, The fafl 
really was, that we had not invaiiahly confukrcd it as a part of our policy to refill all connec¬ 
tion with Franee;—Ihe had ever been more jealous of us than we of her;—prohibitions began 
on the part of France, and we only retaliated in our own defence. The furrender of revenue 
for great commercial purpofes, is a policy by no means'unknown in the lriftory of Great Bri¬ 
tain -incrcafe by tafctns of reduftion maty hate been a paradox, hut experience has long farce 

eftablifhed itas an incontrovertible maxim of political oeconomies. 

If the relative fituation of the two countries is changed,-—if it is true, that at the treaty of 
Utrecht we had but little to fend to France, and that now we had much to fond thither,—that 
out manufactures were To confeflidly fuperior as to dread no competition, and greatly to coun¬ 
terbalance the natural produce of France, it may be afked, what reafon is there in policy or 
the nature of things to prevent our entering into the treaty; or whether there is any infur- 
mountablc obftaclc to connexions of intereft and amity between the two countries. 

As to the Methuen treaty, there is nothing in the treaty with France which prevents an 
entire compliance with the conditions of it, if the Britifh legiflature fhould find it right, by 
*lhe conduct of Portugal, to maintain the full forqe of that treaty. By enlarging our markets 
for wine, we neither' infringed on the markets of Portugal or Spain : and as to any other 
powers, it has not been foggefled that the treaty in queftion could in the lead affeX our con¬ 
nexion with them, * 

Conftdcring the treaty in a political view, the idea of France being the unalterable enemy of 
Great Britain muft be done away. To fuppofe that any nation could be unalterably the 
enemy of another, was weak and childifh. It had neither its foundation in the experience of 
nations, nor in the hiftory of man. It is a libel on the conftitution of political focieties, and 
fuppofed the exiftence of a diabolical, immoveable malice in the original frame of our nature. 
If there is any thing in the treaty which could jollify the fuppofition, that the interval of peace 
between the two countries would be fo totally unemployed by us, as to difable us from meet¬ 
ing France in the moment of war with our accuftomcd ftvength r will it nut lather, by open¬ 
ing new fources of wealth, (peak this forcible language,—that the interval of peace, as it would 
enrich the nation, would alfo prove the means of enabling her to combat her enemy with 
more effeX, when the day of hoftility Ihould arrive: but it promiles even more,—as, by pro¬ 
moting habits of friendly intcrcourfe and of mutual benefit, it will not only invigorate the rc- 
fourccs of Great Britain, but leflen the probability of fuch occafions as muft call them forth. 
It would certainly have, at leaft, the happy tendency to make the two nations enter into raoie 
intimate communion With one another; and being endeared to each other by the rcfult of 
common benefits, it gave every reafon to hope for the prefervation of harmony between them. 
The provifions of the treaty neither delude us into fccurity, nor threaten to accomplifh our 
rcduXkm; on the contrary, it promifes to ftrenghthen our hands,—-and, at the fame time, to 
throw the proipeX and the ncceffity of war at a very great diftance. Whatever might lie laid 
of the refUefs ambition of France, her crafty charaXer and inceffant enmity againft Great Bri¬ 
tain, her aflurances and open conduX during the late negotiation, were of a nature as might 
juflify reliance: at prefent the court of France is governed by maxims too prudent and poli- 
. tical, not to confult its own fafety and bappinefs beyond the minifterial aims of impraXicable 
coiujuaft. Opprcffed as this nation was during the late war, by a moft formidable combi na- 
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1787 tion for its dcftruXion, yet had France very little to boaft at the end of the conteft, which 
flionld induce tliem again to enter deliberately into hoflilities againft this country; that country 
refleXing, that though flic had gained her objcX in difmembering our empire, fhe had done it 
at an expence which had funk htrfelf in extreme embarraffment, and that fuch a combination 
of hoftile power againft us can never be imagined again to exift :—may not the idea be naturally 
cherifhed, that feeing the heady and durable character of our ftrengtb, and the inefficacy as 
well as the ruin of hoftility, France would eagerly wifh to try the benefits of an amicable con¬ 
nexion wkh us. To imagine that the f. remit would confent to^icld advantages without the 
expeXation of a return, was too ridiculous to admit into argument; but though the treaty in 
queftion would afford confiderable benefit to them, there is every rcafon to believe that it would 
be more advantageous to us. The proof of this affertion is fhort and. indubitable. She gains for 
her wines and other produce agreat and opulent market, vve did the lame to a much greater de¬ 
gree. She procured A market of 8,000,000, we a market of 24,000,000 of people.—France gain¬ 
ed this market' for hex produce, which employed in preparation but few hands, gave little en¬ 
couragement to its navigation, and produced bm little to tbe ftate; we gained this market for 
our manufactures, which employed many hundreds of thoufands, and which, in collcXing the 
materials from every corner of the world, advanced our maritime Itrength, as well as in all 
their combinations and in every article and ftage of their procefs, contributed largely to the 
ftate. Franee could not gain the acccffidn of ioo,oool. to her revenue by the treaty; but Eng¬ 
land muft necefiarily gain a million.—This may be ealily demonfirated,—The high price of 
labour in England arifes chiefly from the excifc# and three-fifths of the price of labour are faid 
to come into tbe Exchequer. The produce of France, on the contrary, is low in the ftaple,. 
- and lefs productive to the ftate in the procefs. Even the reduced duties are fo propcutionably 
high,' that F ranee could not fend us 500,0001. wotrth.of brandies, but we mull gain cent, per cent, 
by the article. In this view then, though France might gain, we muft be, comparatively, fo 
much more benefited, that we ought not to feropk to give the difproportionatc advantages with 
which fhe is fatisfied. It is in the nature and eflenceof an agreement between a manufaXuring 
country and, a country, biefled with peculiar produXions, that the advantages muft terminate 
in favour of the former; and tbe treaty was particularly difpofed and fitted for both ilie con¬ 
nexions. Thus France is, by the peculiar difpenfation of Providence, gifted, perhaps, more 
than any country upon earth, with what made life defirabie, in point of foil, climate, and natural 
produXions; it poflefles, the, moft fertile vineyards and the richcft harvefts; the grtateft luxuries 
of man were produced in it with little coft.and with moderate labour. Britain was not thus 
hleffed by nature; but it, ncvcrthclcfs, ppfiefled, from tlie happy freedom of its conftitrftion, 
and the equal fecuiity.of its laws, an energy ip its enterprise, and a liability in its. exertions, 
which had,gradually raifedit to a Jlatc of commercial grandeur ; and not being fo bountifully 
gifted by Heaven, it bad recourfc to. labour and art, ,by which it had acquired the ability ot - 
fupplying its neighbour with ail. the neceffery cmbeiLifhments of life, in exchange for her • 
natural .luxuries, 7'hus Handing with regardto cach other, a friendly conneXion feemed to 
bq pointed out between .them, mftcad of that ftaie of etitnity, which rooted prejudice and party 
?,eal can alone confider as the natural relative position of the t wo countries. 

In oppofition to tbe commercial treaty', ;tbe.followingtrain of.,rationing'. wu purfaed with 
jio ccminon zeal, ability and eloquence, '. ■' -:J'. 

It was urged that, by this treaty withJFrlhce, we were belying the ptofpetity we aXually 
pofibffcd, and entering, like bankrupt merchants, on /peculations of no. common xifque and 

" - ' danger. 
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1787 danger. That our commerce was macourfe of public benefit, which wanted not the aid of 
France to fupport and enlarge it, was an opinion founded on the following ftatement of it, 
from the year 1740 to the condufion of the laft peace: a period in which we had been enabled 
to fuftain the burden of three very expenfive wars from the incrcale of our commerce. 

The moft flouriftiing period of commerce which this country had ever known, was about 
the year 1750 we had during other periods larger exports, but the balance of trade in our 
favour was then at the higheft; it amounted to near five millions and an half; but, confider- 
jng every circumflance, it would not be accurate to affume more than four millions as our an¬ 
nual balance from the year 1740, to the condufion of the laft peace. This, therefore, being 
confidered as the yearly average of foreign trade in our favour, it was neceffary to enquire from 
what countries;this balance was drawn. 


About the year 1745, our trade-with Holland was at its height; it then gave us a balance of 
near two millions a year, and though it is not now fo great as it formerly was, it is flil! the 
greateft we have, and has for the laft forty years produced an annual gain of about 1,400,000!. 

Our trade with Germany is the next in importance, both with refpefl to its liability and 
extent, to our trade with Holland. This trade has not been fubjeft to any great flu&uation 
from the beginning of the century ; we have from that time cleared from it about 800,cool, 
and for the laft forty or fifty years above 700,0001. a year. 

After Holland and Germany, our next moft beneficial trade was with Flanders. This trade 
was not great in the beginning of the century-fince the year 1740, it might be eftimated at 
6oo,oool. per annum ;—fince the year *770, it had been on an average 8oo,oool. and in 1785, 
it was within fifty thoufand pounds of a million in our favour. 

The balance of trade with Portugal had been, at an average, for thirty years previous to the 
peace in 1763# 8oo,oool. : for the year 1740- to the prefent time, it had amounted to above 
400,0001. a year. 

Our trade with Spain for the laft forty years had given us near 400,000!.; though, at pre¬ 
fent, exclufive of the,Newfoundjand filb, it did not much exceed 150,000!. per annum. With 
North America, there had been a balance in our favour fince the year 1740 of near 500,000b 
per annum. 

In this account Ireland is omitted, as on account of the different modes of valuing her linens 
in the Englifh and Irilh Cuftora-houfc, there is a diverfity of opinion as to the balance. Our 
trade to Africa, as well as feveral other fources of profitable commerce are alfo omitted, being 
confidered as fuppiics to the drain which the nation experiences in its trade with Ruffia, 

* Sweden, Turkey, &c. with which countries, though the trade is beneficial on account of im¬ 
porting raw materials and exporting mannfafturcs, the balance is ncverthelefs*gainft us. 

From this ftatement, the ancient channels appear, in which our commerce has flowed for 
upwards of half a century, with uninterrupted fucceis. Hitherto we have greatly profpered in 
our commerce, without having had French matkets open to us, or having had our markets 
open t© them; and though it could not be poffibly alferted, that this mutual interdiction of 
commerce had been the caufe of our profperity> yet, as we had profpered, and did profper with¬ 
out an open trade with Frahce, it was imprudent to adopt a change of fyftcm, and for fpecu- 
lative benefits to rifle real advantages. If, during.the laft five years, our commerce had been 
ftationary or cncreafing, where was the wifdom of interrupting its courfe by new arrange¬ 
ments ? Why ifaould it not be left to its ovfs\ fucceisful operation ? If it had diminilhed, why 
' Ihould wc.riik us further dinjinntion by opening a trade with France, It muft have been in 

that 
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r;S; that cafe, from her rivalry in foreign markets, that our export trade had decree fed ; and !f (lie 
had driven us out of foreign markets, vvliat chance could we hav£ of meeting her in her own ? 
It was therefore highly dangerous and impolitic to abandon a commercial fyflem by which we 
had rifen to our prefeut heighfli in the fcalc of nations, and to adopt one in its place which our 
ancdlors, from long experience had reprobated, as detrimental to the kingdom, was an un- 
wife meafure, and not to bejuflilied, except by a change in the relative f tuations of Great 
Britain and France; the certainty of which change having taken place fincc the time of Charles 
the Second, had by no means been proved. . 

But defeending from a general view of this great objefl, to the individual evils which were 
fuppofed to refuit from it, it was contended, in the (nil place, that our woollen manufa&uie 
would he injured by this treaty. Though it might be laid, with tiuth, that we had opened 
to ourfdves ,a market containing'twenty-four millions of people, while France had only ob¬ 
tained a market of eight millions, yet no right c(Innate could be made on fueh a fcalc of com¬ 
putation. The advantages were rather to be eftimated from the confumptiou of the nation’s 
produce. The raw material, were it grown in the country, and then manufaflured, was cer¬ 
tainly the efUmate of one nation’s profit with another in a commercial intercourfe. As far, 
therefore, as the woollen articles we might export to France, by virtue of this treaty, were 
compofed of English wool, w? (hould clearly have the.benefit; but as we ul'ed at lead; 350,000!. 
•worth of Spani(h wool in our manufactures of woollen cloths, we clearly loll this advantage 
of the raw material: and what yet more increafed our lofs was, that Spain might give France 
an opportunity of importing their wool under the fan&ion of the treaty which reftoivd both to 
France and Spain the privilege* of the Family Compaft ; by which France would be able to 
manufa&ure this article, and afterwards ferve us with the commodity which wc before made 
ourfelvcs : and as it was a fpecies of cloth which our wool would not make, wc (hould be ob¬ 
liged to purchafe it from France, under the difadvantage of their having the labour, and wc 
the lofs of the artificers; and they the emoluments, and we the lofs of the manufacture— 
As to brandy, it was contended, that the treaty in queftion would, by no means, diminilh 
the fmuggUng of that article into this country: 600,000 gallons were the efiimate of the 
brandies imported ; but of this quantity only i60 ,oqO gallons were imported annually from 
France. It was therefore evident, that the reft muft be chiefly imported from Spain, or fome 
other countries on that part of the continent; confequently, to lower .the duties of what was 
imported from Franc*? could not iacreafe {he revenue'; for, as what was imported from thence 
was evidently fo difproportionatc tb what we imported from Spain and other countries, no in- 
creafe of eonfumption in French brandies could pofiibly be expefted. 

The cotton manufaftofy was reprefented as being fupported by the working a raw material 
of which no left a quantity than 17,060,000 of pounds of wool cotton was ufed » but of this 
quantity half was imported from France, Portugal, and the Brazils. \Vfas not this, there¬ 
fore, an alarming •circumftance to a manufacture of fuch confcqucnce as that of cotton, fuftian, 
and velvet was to this country ?—By this treaty, France herfelf might withhold two millions 
of the quantity we ufed, and keep it for her own rifing manufactures: and if we were deprived 
of this raw material, one of our greateft manufactures would fee deftroyed,, or, at lead, tranf- 
planted to France. By thif coromcjcial treaty, it was argued, the Methuen treaty would be 
deftiovcd ; as the principle of that'treaty, namely, admitting the wipes of Portugal one-tbird 
under thofe of France, would have no longet .'*» exiftettce, if the duties pn French wines were 
reduced to the prefent duties on thofe of Portugal. It was true, that by lowering the 'duties 
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1787 one-third on Portugal wines afterwards, the treaty might be renewed ; but to be obliged, in 
confequencc of this commercial treaty, to admit wines from France on the fame terms as thofe 
of Portugal, would be evincing that we had abandoned that piinciple of policy which had been 
the cement of our alliance with that country. Would flic not therefore confidcr, that the in¬ 
ducement no loitger exifted which had been the caufe of our long and profperous fricndfhip? 

• This would certainly be a great obftaclc to her defircs to enter into treaty with us again.—Be- 
fides, this commercial treaty with France muft convince Portugal, that .we had abandoned 
every principle of policy which had been her bell, defence againfl fuperior and neighbouring 
powers: that, therefore, which tempted her to couit our proteftion by fuch an advantageous 
alliance, no longer cxifting, we could not expeft that flic would haften to renew it; and, if 
11 k- did, it might poflibly be on terms much more advantageous to herfelf, and detrimental to 
us. It our luxury had converted wine into a ncceflary, that obfervation was particularly true 
of Portugal wines, which this country would never rclinquilh. The wines of Portugal, there¬ 
fore, would continue to be imported ; and if wc did not pay for them with manufactures, we 
lhoukl pay for them with money. As to cotton, it was a raw material ncceflary to the fup- 
porl of our own induftry ; and, therefore, let the provocation on the part of Portugal be ever 
fb great, would never be prohibited. It might be alfced—If the Methuen treaty was difeon- 
tinued, what was to compcnfatc for the advantage wljich wc loft from 150,000!. worth of fait 
fllh feat annually to that country f —Where could we find a- market for this invaluable article 
of our commerce ?—If any where, we fhould expeft to have if in France: for as we lofe a be¬ 
nefit in coafequence of giving them an advantage* we certainly have a right to expeft a com- 
penfatiou from them.. But France had a fithery of its own, and therefore muft be the rival, 
in (lead of a cuftomer of ours. It was evident, therefore, that in this inftancc, among others, 
a very material facrifice was offered to the pretences of France ; as we fhall lofe not only this 
fale of our produce, but alfo the proportionate opportunity of reaping thofe advantages from, 
our iilheries which rendered them the mod immediate nurferies of our feamen. The unalter¬ 
able political enmity of France to Great Britain, and the impoflibility of a folid good accruing 
to this country from the prefent, or any other commercial treaty, was alfo Hated with much 
energy and confidence. 

Such were the leading features of the arguments of thofe who fupported, and thofe who op- 
pofed this important meafure : but the nation at large Confirmed, by its approbation, the con¬ 
duit of government in this new political arrangement; and thofe (anguine and genera! expec¬ 
tations were formed of benefits rcfulting from it, which, we truft, will not be difappointed. 

After very mature deliberations on this fubjeit, both Houfcs of Parliament concurred in 
prcl'cnting the following addrefs to the throne, on Thurfday the 8th of March, 

“ M-e /1 gracious Severe'pi, 

“ We, your Majcfty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeits, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, having taken into our mod furious coniidera- 
tion the provifions contained in the treaty of navigation and commerce, concluded between 
your Majefty and the Moft Cbriftian King, beg leave to approach your Majefty with our 
ferious and grateful acknowiedgments for this additional proof of your Majefty’s conftant at¬ 
tention to the welfare and happineft of your fubjcfls. Wc fhall proceed, with all proper ex¬ 
pedition, on taking fuch fteps as may be ncceflary for giving effeft to a fyftem fo well calcu- 
• Jated to promote a beneficial intercourfe between Great Britain and France, and to give addi¬ 
tional permanence to the bleffings of peace. 

“ It, 



AN II 1 JTO II f C A I. AND C fl R O X 0 I, ff C I C>A I. PIDUCTJON 


t> 40 

A, H. 

17S7 “ It is our firm pcrfuaiion that we cannot more cfi'e&ually confult the general intereft of 

our couutrv, and the glory of your Mnjeily’s reign, than by concurring in a mcafurc which 
tends to the extenfion of trade, and the tncouiagcmcnf of iuduftry and manufacture, the 
genuine fources of national wealth, anti the 1'uicit Inundation of the profperity and happinefs 
of your Majcfty’s dominions,” N.c. is.c. 

The confolidation of the cuftoms, a fubjvCt of very great importance to the commerce qf 
this country, had been fuggdlcd to the attention of Parliament in the fpeecli from the throne ; 
and on the 26th of Februai y, the ChanccJlcfr of the'Exchequer opened this bufinefs to the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The increasing commerce of the country on the one hand, and the accumulated burthens 
on the other, the .various additions which it had been neceflarv to make to the national in¬ 
come, by augmenting almoll every fubfifting duty, and the concomitant progrdfion of the 
jcfources from whence that income was fupplied, had lo widely exceeded the expectations of 
our ancefiors, and all the grounds of calculation on which they founded their fyftcm of finance, 
that the principles which they adopted, as luited to the narrow and confined fcale of tlieir 
public exigency and refources, were no longer applicable to the prefent Hate either of the trade 
or the revenue of the country. The conlcqucnces of thus retaining the old principle under 
the altered circumftances of the country, were, in fcvcral points of view, highly detrimental 
to the interdls of the nations In the firfl, and moil material inftance, they were productive 
of great inconvenience to individuals, as well to the merchants as to the officers of the cuf- 
toms, from the difficulty they occafioncd in calculating and afeertaining the amount of the 
feverai fums to be paid by the former s and they were aifo, in fome degree, attended with an 
• aftual lofs to the'revenue. 

The firft inftitution of the prefent fubfifting duties of cuftom, was made by a ftatute of the 
12 th of Charles -II. under the names of the tonnage and poundage: the firfl of thole was an 
i npofition on wines, laid on by the quantities imported; and the other was a proportional 
duty, calculated by value on all other articles. This Jaft duty of poundage, was of a nature 
liable to great inaccuracy aud irregularity; the value of the goods was afccrtaitied by a book of 
rates, and computed on the quantities of the goods, either with refpeit to gage, to weight, or 
to taillt; it was not a real value which was fixed upon them, fo that the duty fhouid bear a 
certain proportion to that real value, but an arbitrary value, perhaps, according to their a&ual 
flandard at the time of inapofing thcftluty; yet which mull, from the natural fluctuations of 
trade and manufactures, be neceffarity liable to many changes and alterations. The confe- 
quence of fuch a mode of taxation, when it was laid on by bulk, was, that in goods of one 
general defeription, the duty was always the fame, whether upon the finer or the coarfcr ma¬ 
nufacture ; by which means it either operated as a prohibition to the latter, or was not at all 
felt by the former. There was, befides, another mode by which duties were impofed, and 
this by a proportion to the value on goods not rated, being the real and aCtual value of the 
goods as fworn to by the importer. This principle of taxation, when once'adopted, was pur- 
fued in every freffi fubfidy which bad been granted for the payment of the intereft of the fevc- 
ral loans which wet* raifed front time.to time. In fome inftances it had operated by. impo¬ 
fing additional duties, calculated by a pet centage on the duties at prefent paid ; in others, it 
laid a further duty on a different denomination of the commodity, either with' refpeCl to its 
value, its bulk, its .weight, or its number 1 and .proceeding gradually in this manner, from 
.period to period, it had, at length, by the numerous additions fo made, and the unbounded 
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787 increafe of the article* of commerce, produced that mafs of confufion which was, al this time, 
a fubjeft of inch univerfal complaint,—as prod u drive of an infinity of inconvenience and delay 
whom it was the intereft of the country to have as free as poffible from allembarraffment,—the 
mercantile part of the nation. 

• '* In examining the nature and extent of tbofe inconvcniencics which arofe from hence to the 

merchants, it appeared, that almoft ail the additional fubfidies had been appropriated to fomc 
fpecific fund, for the payment of certain fpecific annuities, and that there muft,. therefore, be 
a feparate calculation made at the cuftom-hhufc for each of the different fubfidies; and that, 
from the great complexity of the whole fyftem, fcarcely any one merchant could be acquainted, 
by any calculations of his own, with the epcaft amount of what he was to pay. It was, at the 
frrft view, perhaps, a ground for aftonifhment, that confequenccs ferioufly bad had not as yet 
Tcfulted from this evil; but there were two caufes by which that circumftancc might be ac¬ 
counted for. The firft was, that fome perfons, employed in the cuftom-houfe, whofe whole 
time was dedicated to the b&finefs, and who of courfe were more converfant with it than any 
merchant could be fuppofcd to be,- had, for the eafe and convenience of the traders and mef- 
chants, arranged a general view of the cuftoms, in the form of a book of rates, which was, to 
a certain degree, found to be ufeful: but the utility arifing from fuch a compilation, could not 
be of any long (landing, when it was confiderod thgt there was, every feffion of Parliament, 
fome alteration or another made in feverat of the duties, and each of thofe alterations, follow¬ 
ing the old principle, totally unhinged and overturned the ufe of every preceding printed cal¬ 
culation. But even if this difadvantage did not attend the cuftem-boufe officers book of rates, 
it yet tended only to relieve, in a very inconfiderable degree, the grievance complained of; for 
though the calculations contained in the book might have been never fo accurate, neverthelefs 
the merchant could not go. to the cuftom-houfe and enter his goods immediately, by paying 
down the fum dated in the book of rates, but muft wait, as if fuch book never exifted, until 
all the nfual calculations on each fubfidy had been made,—the feveral. adls by which fuch fub¬ 
fidies had been granted having fo dire&ed ; and thus, in point of time, nothing was faved l»y 
the merchant. The other cauft, by which the inconvenience was in fome degree obviated, 
was one, to which, for many good reafons, as fpeedy a conclufion (hould be tirade as poffible. 
The officers of the cuftoms having, from conftant praftiee and experience, acquired a greater 
facility in making the ncCeflary calculation* than the merchant could be fuppofed to have done, 
were the only perfons to whom the mcrduuit could apply for affiftance and direftion. Thus 
the merchant, was not only in a great degree left at the mercy of the officers, but the officers 
themfeives, who were intended to be a check upon the merchants,' were forced to become their 
agents: a proceeding repugnant to every principlc of rcafon and policy. Nor were thefe abufes 
confined to the cuftoms, they exifted alfo, though not to the fame extent, in the excifc, and, in 
a certain degree, in another great branch of the revenue, the damp*. 

The mode, therefore, by’which it was now propofed to remedy this great abufe was, by 
aboliffiing all the duties which now fubfifted in this confided and complex manner, and to 
fubftitute in their fteaf one fingk duty on each article, amounting as nearly as poffible to the 
aggregate of all the various fubfidies already paid; only in general where a fra&ion* was found 
irt anyofthefums, to charge the fraftion for the neateft integral number, ufually taking the 
higher, rather than the lower. To this rife in the duties there could be no objeftion, as it 
would annihilate all the confufion confequent on fraftions; for although the advance from 
fraQions to the integer, would produce an increafe in the revenue to the amount of ao,oool. 
’ Von, IV. 4 M pe r 
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*787 per annum, fuch an additional burthen would be tnoft amply compeniated by the great relief 
which the merchant would experience from the whole of the plan* Betide** there would ftiU 
be fomc diminution of revenue in certain branches of it* where it might be found expedient to 
fubftitute the lower for the higher integral numbers, inftead of the fraction. 

The plats not only regarded the convenience of the merchant and the officers of the curtom, 
houfe, but alfo greatly promoted the revenue itfelf, by freeing it from the* clogs and fetters 
with which it was loaded, and.changing the obfeurity under which k now laboured, to forms 
-fo clear and diftinft, that norniflake or errQrcouldpoffibly take place In any future.inquiries 
which might be made upon the fubjed. 

It may not alfo be improper to mention, that snany of the fubfidies which it was propofed 
to aboliih, were particularly appropriated to the payment of certain fpedfied. annuitants, and 
as feme of the annuitants were entitled to a valuable priority of payment, k was doubted whe¬ 
ther fuch right of priority, might not be Infringed, by abo-lifiung thofc funds from which fuch 
prior payments were tontine, and confotidating them all iftto one general mafs. But.this 
« valuable priority was guarded from.ail danger, as the plan would leave it at the option of all 
petions enjoying fa ch right of priority to continue in poffeffion of.it,. or relinquish it as they, 
might think proper. , 

This priority of payment arafe from the terms of the feveralloans, by which certain funds 
were railed for the payment ofthe intereft of fuch loans, and the lurpluffes ofthofe funds to go 
to the aggregate fund, out of which aggregate fund other annuities were to be paid. The right 
of priority, therefore, might as well be maintained by paying them ail out of one general fund, 
as by paying,, firft, one fet of annuitants out of feveral funds, and the remaining annuitants 
out of the furplufles ofthofe funds; provided that. Out of that.general fund, the firft payrocin 
are aftoally made to thofe annuitants entitled to that priority. By fuch an arrangement, | 
injury could poffibly arife to the public credit, and no real benefit refused to tlvofe who 
joyed the right of prior payment, the refources of the country bring equally bouiwlfoi the 
paymentof the whole, and the paymeiuialready made to. the .annuitants were not paid out of 
the refpedive funds appropriated to the difttrent annuities, but the whole of that bufinefs is’ 
conduced at the Bank, nearly rathe fame manner stt It would be. when the whole of tire revenue 
was confolidated into one general fund.. 

The ftate certainly ha* a right, confjftont with its good*faith lo its creditors,, to make fuch 
alterations.in the nature of its fecurities, as itfhoald feeto he convenient and necdlary; pro¬ 
vided that, in every fuch alteration, ittakes care to fobftttute fuch a fccurity, which fhould be 
iabftantiaUy equivalent to that which was tit changed. There could*, therefore, be no objec¬ 
tion, on the ground of pobtk faith, to tire fyftem which was now propofed, as not only all the 
funds then confolidated were to become chargeable with the public debt, but that every' other 
refource of the country, of every defeription whatever,, fhould be collateral ffcarify for the 
payment of thofo debts s—-even the aid* of the current year. But notwithftanding the un¬ 
doubted right ofthe' legislature $0 change rlk/iwsde.of its owii fecurities, it certainly ought not 
to be done, ,if itcould be poffibly avoided, without the confent of t0b feveral creditors, which, 
indeed, 1 it has feten the conftantptrairis i^lPIriiamcnt to take, whenever it proceeded upon 
any fuch mcafurc. In the prefent cafe, the confcnt was to be taken by. allowing a proper.rime 
for the publiccreditOrt to makethmaabjeftions, atari, if in thattime none- wet* made, to e»n- 
ftrue their fifence into aequiefeence.' As to the funds, it did not appear thatany of them could 
poffibly be affc&ed in any difadvaatageous manner, by the new modification* Such-appear to 

have 



' • * T HE ORIOIM or COMMUCb 


64 3 

A. t». 

1787 have been the ground* on which the Chancellor of (he Exchequer made a motion for a preli¬ 
minary resolution to the following purport That all duties of cuftoms, excife, and certain 
duties of Stamps, douKafe and determine, and that other dutiet be fubftitutcd in their Head. 
In the motion-weic included certain fpecific exception*, as the duties on malt, mum, cyder, 
perry, &c. 

The mtrodu&ion-ofithrswieafure occasioned no debate. The objeft was fo plainly advan¬ 
tageous as to command the concurrence of every description of Members in the Houfc ofjCom- 
mons. The only refoiutton in the Committee of the whole Houfe appointed to take into con¬ 
sideration the confolidarion of the cuftoms, that occasioned any debate, was moved by Mr. 
Fitt on the thirteenth of March, and had for ks objefit the reduction of the duties upon bran¬ 
dies to the rate of five Shillings per gallon. This, a» the Mini Her observed, was two ihillings 
lower than the Standard provided for by the treaty; and he relied the policy of the meafure on 
its tendency to counteract and overthrow the contraband trade. The difference between the 
.quantity of brandy Smuggled, and that which had been legally imported was prodigious; the 
former amounting to about 4,000,000 of-gallons, while the latter did not exceed 6 or 700,000. 
If, indeed, the whole of the intended reduction of duty were'to operate as an uncompenfated 
red u ft ion upon the revenue, the lofs would, indeed, amount to the fun\ of 200,oool. per 
annum: but an incrfctfed importation of 800,000 gallons, deduced from the 4,000,000, at 
this time illegally imported, would form a fufficknt compeufation,-—and there was every reafon 
40 expert much more. * Samples of the different forts ofbntndy,eollefted at the places of im¬ 
portation, with an account of their firft coil; and thefe Samples having been exprefsly examin¬ 
ed by very principal merchants, it was their opinion that, in almoft every different fort, the 
•• fair trader, under the propofed reduftion, would be ahfohitely able to underfell the fmuggler. 
An additional regulation was alfo propofed to be adopted, which would foe are a considerable 
. part of the nocefiary compensation, wad not leave the whole to an unavoidable rifle; it would 
alfo operate as an anftver to another objectionable confequence, the introducing a more ex¬ 
tended ufc of fpiritiious liquors among the common people, and this was—<0 raife the price of 
licences to the retailers of Such liquors. In aafwer to tbofe observations it was Said, that fatal 
confequence* would refult from the propofed regulation to the importari ir» of rum from the 
Weft India islands, and that, according to the unanimous opinion of a large body of planters 
and merchants, our rums would not be able to Hand a competition with the brandies, and muft 
be totally, driven out of the market. It was alfo lamented, that the Chancellorof tire Exchequer 
had not been able to obtain the accounts of thequantity of brandy fmuggled into this country, 
before tbo.conclufion of the treaty, as it was fuggefted that France would certainly have given 
. an equivalent for (he benefit of having her brandies imported into Great Britain at fo low a 
duty. This refolutioa, however, like all the others in the fyftem of consolidation, was car¬ 
ried without a divifion. * 

Mr. Pitt having moved for have to bring in g bUl, purfuant to the refolutions relative to the 
French treaty and abe«onSWid*ted duties. Sir Grey Cooper objefted to the proposition. He 
faUS, that if it had not been for the fortuitous and Singular circumftances in the fame feffion, 
and aknoft at the fame time, when a great innovation in the commerce of the kingdom was 
.propofed, the bill, which had long been in contemplation for Simplifying the duties of cuftoms, 
had been brought forward, there muft neceffarily have been «Separate and diftmft bill for ren- 
•vderingefieftaal the .tariff of tlte French treaty: forthi* and -other reafons, he fuggefted an 
amendment to Mr, Pitt’s motion, which was to infert the words, ** a bill or bills," and a no. 
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1787 lion was made to that ciFefh The Minifter argued the imprafticability of complying-with the ' 
motion, fince, if die plans were ihtroduced fepatutely, one of two things muft take place 
either the treaty muft have the priority, and, in that cafe, there muft be a confiderable reduc¬ 
tion in the duties on French commodities, duties already appropriated to particular funds for 
paying the interdl of the public debt, without the introduftion of an equivalent, and, of con- 
fequence, the funds muft be dirainilhed; or, on the other hand, the plan of confolidation muft 
Jbe firft carried into execution, and the duties on French commodities muft neccffarily be regu¬ 
lated before the neccffity of fuclirregulations had been recognized by Parliament, The propofed 
amendment was loft on a divifion. 

AnoUier point was ftrongly and repeatedly “urged by Sir Grty'Cooper, though it was not fo 
generally efpoufed: this was the confideration, that though the committee for forming thefe 
' refolutions had received no inftroftion but the general one, for considering fo much of the 
King’s fpeechas related to the Amplifying the public accounts, yet, in reality, they had im- 
pofed new taxes by more than 10c refolutions upon timber for (hip-building, 'deals, battens 
and ftaves; and they had even been made the*vehicle for reducing the duty on ! Portugal wine. 
He therefore moved, that the refolutions be recommitted, and that fuitable inftru&ions be 
given to the committee for their adoption. The Chancellor of the Exchequer aflerted, that it 
was abfurd to imagine, that the refolution which had led to the forming of the committee, had 
intended nothing more than a Amplification of thecuftoms, by advancing the amount of the 
feveral duties, in which there appeared fraSional numbers, fince this alone, inftead of Ampli¬ 
fying, would have proved the means of additional confufion in the tranfa&ions of the revenue. 
This motion was aifo negatived. 

In one of the later ftages of the bill, the queftion was-taken up refpefting tire duty on French 
lawns : when it was aflerted, that foreign thread and bone lace might be imported on a duty of 
17s. 7d. per dozen yards, which, on laces of 2d. or 3d. a yard, (the only thread laces imported 
in any quantity) was equivalent to a prohibition; confeqoently no duty on them was coiledl- 
cd, and the whole was fmuggled. As to the valuable thread laces, fuch as point, icc. the fame 
duty erred on the other fide, being totally difproportionatc to the value. With refpeft to foreign 
filk laces, they were abfolutely prohibited, and could not be imported from any nation what¬ 
ever. Thefe filk iaces, it was faid, made feven-tentbs, at kiaft, of the confumption of the Bri- 
tifh dominions in that article to the amount of 300,000!. per annum, and that the duty loft to 
our revenue, was givento the French fraugglers. To thefe objeftions the Minifter replied, 
that he was thoroughly grounded in his opinion, that the principle qf the tax on lace, was dif¬ 
ferent from tlrat which had been voted upon cambric; for, in fe&, this laft was calculated upon 
the .price and not upon the value, exactly in the feme mariner as the tax upon Ftench lace.— 
He admitted , that the difference between the value of the feveral forts of laces was greater than 
that between the various forts of cambrics, fo that the proportion of duty paid by the higher 
priced laces, was lower in companion v^ith that paid by the inferior kinds, than the fame pro¬ 
portion in the article of cambrics ; but £GH it whs evident, that the principle of both the taxes 
was the fame, and it had «been a practice, followed in many taxes, to impofc them on the quan¬ 
tity inftead of the value of the article, Whether the tax upon lace was or was not impofed in 
the mofl prudent and politic mode, was a fubjeiS for feparate di;cu(fion. The afibrtion, that 
French lace ftill continued to be prohibited, was* miftake in point offaft*; for kvrafprovided 
for in the treaty, that all articles not enumerated in the tariff ftiould he imported flrom France 
Into this country, as frpm the moft favoured nation, The consfequence-of which was, that 
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*78*Mtce, not being included in the tariff, was no longer fubjeft to the prohibition. Thefe obfer- 
vations could only apply to thread lace, for as to filk lace, every fort and description of it Hill 
continued aftually and exprefsly prohibited by the treaty. But if it fhould be found expedient 
at any future period, there was not any thing in the treaty which could, in any degree, prevent 
their being admitted hereafter under any duty which might be thought acfvifeable. 

The confolidation aft did not pafs the Houfe of Lords without exciting fome oppofition, but 
it was not fufficient to present its finally reaching the throne. * 

The laws of imprifonnient for debt have long .been acknowledged to be a difgrace to the le- 
giflative code of this country. As it very feldom happens, that an error which has crept Into 
any government, is immediately remedied,—the introduftion 0/a permanent improvement in 
our laws upon this fubjeft has Jong been procraftinated, and refort has been had to various 
expedients for diroinilhing the prefent evil. One of thefe expedients has been what are called 
Afts of Grace, originating in the clemency ofthe Sovereign on his acceflion to the thronea 
fecond expedient his been what is denominated the Lords Aft, which is a kind of perpetual 
law, provided for the compounding the affairs of debtors whofe debts do not exceed 200I. : a 
farther expedient is, that of Afts qf Infolvency, which have been ufually palled at periods of 
various diftance, when the prifons of the kingdom have been fo full, as to be fuppofed to render 
them abfolutely neceflary. , 

The laft infolvent aft was occafioned by the riots in 1780, and in fcveral fucceflive years at¬ 
tempts have been made, but in vain, to clear the prifons by the fame means. In this year a 
bill of a fimilar nature was introduced into Parliament, paffed the Houfe of Commons, and 
was read a fccond time in the Houfe of Lords on the 22d of May. The Duke of Norfolk 
ftated, on the occafion, that there were above 3,000 debtors confined in the different prifons of 
the kingdom, the lofs of whofe labour was a material injury to the public. The objeft of the 
bill, his Grace added, Wfas to fet the unfortunate, and not the fraudulent, debtors at liberty, 
the bill, therefore, contained fcveral reftraining claufes for the prevention of fraud and impo- 
fftion; but if any further reftraints fhould be thought neceflary, they might be added, and the 
bill thereby fft modified as to anfwer thefe purpofes which were the real objeft of it. 

Lord Rawdon urged in favour ofthe bill, that originally fo much'attention had been given 
to the ufeiulnels of each individual to his family and the public, that whenever his property 
was feized, . his uteufils-of agrioulture were deemed unattacbable. The proceeding by diftraint 

was the firft procefs, and that was multiplied till all the property of the debtor was feized._ 

Afterwards, the apprehending the perfonof the debtor, in order to oblige him to give an ac¬ 
count of his effefts, was added; but it was not till the time of Charles the Second that, in con- 
fequence of the alteration of tenures, the prefent mode of retaining the debtor in prilon for a 
long and uncertain period, at the foie mercy of his-creditor, was added. 

The Lord Chancellor Thurlow, by whofe interpofition the bill had been rejefted in fcveral 
preceding inftinces, delivered his fentiments in a very full and explicit manner, and as it is an 
opinion proceeding from foch high authority, we mail give the fubflance of it. 

His lordfh ip entered atlargemto the argument ofthe inexpediency of afts of infolvency, as 
well as the mani&ft injuftice of breaking in upon that power of coercion of payment, with 
which the law of this country had armed the creditor for the fecurity of his property. The 
general idea, that humanity required the intervention of the legislature between the debtor and 
the creditor, was a falfc notion, founded in error, and dangerous in praftice. He who had 
frequent opportunities of khoWing and witneflihg the temper of creditors, feldom found caufe 
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1787 of (otnplaint on the ground-of their feverity; but, on the contrary, the lenity and kindnefs of 
the colleftive body of creditors who daily came before him, were uniformly great, warm, and 
abundant. In aid of his-own obfervatioa, he mentioned a great law authority for declaring, 
that for every twenty debtors there fcarcely appeared in the courts of law one cruel creditor.-. 
It had been faW, that the laws refpe&iog debtor and creditor, in mefne procels, and in exe. 
cution, flood in need of revifion, with a view to alteration and amendment,—and there was 
fome foundation for the affertion, and he fhould be willing to pay every poflible attention in 
his power to the confederation of fo weighty and important a fubjeft ; but, in the mean time, 
he earneflly reprobated fuch breaches of faith with creditors as occafiona! bills of iafolvency. 
With regard to the argument, that there were 3,000 debtors in different gaols, the number of 
adual prifoners on mefiic procels, or in execution, was one thing; the number of prifoners, 
including their families and attendants, was another; and the number of prifoners on the fpe- 
cuiation of an infolvent'bill, was a third. A much greater evil than the iofs of liberty, was 
the diflipatron and corruption that prevailed in all our prifons, and to that objeft it would be 
much better & dired the fpirit of reformation, than to defrauding the creditor of his chance of 
recovering his property by letting loofe his debtor, and taking from him the hopes of payment. 

The Lord Chancellor made die diftindion between debtors in tefped to trade, and debtors 
bfanother defeription. He fpoke of tlw ancient notion under which a tradefraan, who couid 
•not pay his debts^ was punifhable afterwards, as the principles of trade became better under, 
“flood, more enlarged ideas prevailed, and the bankrupt laws were iuftUoted for the relief of 
■ thofe traders who bad, through unforefeen misfortunes, incurred debts to a greater amount 
than their-capitals and the Turns owing to them would fatisfy. Thefe laws had ever been 4 
generous provifion, as well as a wife prated ion, for cafes of that defeription. On the other 
hand, thofe who ran in debt, knowing that they never Ihould be able to pay, were certainly 
fit fubjeds of that feverity which the law, as it flood, empowered their creditors to exercife to- 
wards them. The prefent bill made no fort of diflinflion between the two deferiptions, but 
provided equally for the liberation of all debtors of almoft every defeription; and confequently, 
being indiferiminate in its objed, could not poflibly be juft, He flated the hifiory of the 
Lords ad, fhewing, that it went on the principle of the CtJJt* Btntrum in ufe in Scotland, and 
he drew an argument from thence againft the prqpofcd bill of infolvcncy. He proceeded alfo 
to ftate fome ideas which he had formed on the alterations that might be defirabte in the laws 
of imprifonment in this country, and which had arifen from communications he.had received 
on the fubjed from Mr. Howard, io well known for the new path of humanity in . which 1 m 
has trod. His lordfhij flated, with much approbation, that part of the Scotch law which pu- 
nifhed with more than ordinary feverity, thofe who were concerned in advifing a tradefman to 
Fraudulent bankruptcy, and aiding and afSfting him in fuch an illegal ad. Such were the opi¬ 
nions of the learned Lord bn theoccafion, which not only prevailed to the throwing out the 
bill in queftion, but will, in all probability, prevent any measure of a fimilar nature from fuc- 
ceeding at any future period. * 

With refped to the affair* of the Eaft India Company, little was done in the eoUrfe of the 
prefent year. A petition was presented to the Houfe ofCUmmons on the firft of February 
from the Britifh inhabitants of Fort Wsifiam. in Bengali complaining of die bppreffive nature 
of Mr. Pitt’s Eaft India bill of 1784, and praying that certain elaufes of that bill might be re¬ 
pealed. This petition appears to have been a partial bufinefs, and had been, figned by the far 
greater part of thofe whofe names were annexed to it, front entreaty and mifreprcfeniation; 
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1787 nay, it was pofitively aflerted in the debate on the fubjeft, that oat of 800 perfons (igningth* 
petition, there were 700 foldiers with arms in their hands. Counfel, however, were admitted 
on the part of the petitioners; bat Mr. Dcmpfter having thought proper to poftponc his mo¬ 
tion for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the India bills of 1784 and 1786,—on a 
motion from Mr, Pitt the committee for hearing the Bengal petition was diffolved. Ott the 
nineteenth ofMarch, M*r. Dcmpfter brought forward’ his motions, bat without i'ucceis,—they 
were-negatived by very great majorities. 

In the parliamentary lelhons of this year,*the charges againft Mr. Haftings were renewed. 
The charge againft that gentleman, on the ground t>f the Rohilla war, received a negative-by a 
confiderable majority,—but an almoft equal majority confirmed that which refpe&ed his cxpul- 
fion of the Rajah of Benares, in a regular courfe of proceeding, the fcveral charges refpefting, 
the Nabob of 1 *'arruckabad—the contrafts—Firulla Khan—the prefents—the revenues and )* 
inifdemeanors in Oude were voted. -On the 25th of April, it Was reported from the committee 
to whom it had been referred to prepare the articles of impeachment, that’they had compleated’ 
fcveral of them s on the ninth of May this report was taken into confidcratmn, and on the day 
following it was voted that Mr. Haftings-be impeached, and Mr. Edmund-Burke was directed 
to impeach him at the bar of the Boufe of Lords, which he immediately did with the ufual ; 
ceremony. On the thirtieth of May, the King put an end to the feffion of Parliament by s 
fpeech from the throne. He applauded the affiduity o’f Parliament, and thanked them for their 
proofs ofaffiftion for him, his family and government . % He fpoke of the general tranquillity 
of Europe, and lamented the difienfions which unhappily prevailed among the States of the 
United Provinces. He refleflcd with peculiar pleafure on the meafures they.had taken, with • 
regard to the reduftion of the national debt, the treaty of comnicrce-with the moft Chriftua > 
King, and the funplilying the accounts in the various branches of the revenue* 

%hc following Convention letwttn bis Britannic Majefty and the Moft Cbriftiqn King, 1 vat ftgttd at 

Vcrjailks the t §tb of January in thisyear. 

“ Inf conformity to the 6th and 43d articles of the treaty* of Navigation and* Commerce* 
ligned at Verfailles the 26th- of September, 1786, in order to-explain and-fcttlicertain points 
which had been referved. 

“ Article I. Their Majcfties having ftipulated, in the 6th article of the faid treaty, l * That 
the duties on hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, and on all other works, both heavy 
and light, of iron, fled, copper, and brafs, (hail be clafied; and that the higheft duty (hall 
not exceed ten per cent, ad valorem," it is agreed, that cabinet ware and turnery, and every 
thing that is induded-under thole denominations, as alfo muftcal inftruments, (hall pay ten 
per cent, ed valorem. 

“ All articles made of iron or fteel, pure or mixed, or worked or-mocmed with other fob- 
fiances, not exceeding in value fixty livres tournois, or fifty (billings per quintal, (hall pay only 
five per cent, ad valorem ; and all other wares, as buttons, buckles, knives, feiffafs, and all 
the different articles included under thedcfcripMoir-of hardware and* cutlery, as alfo all other • 
works of iron, fteel, copper and brafs, pure or mixed, or worked or mounted witb other fob- 
flanccs, (hall pay ten per cent. -Jt valorem. 

“ If either of the two fovereigns fhoold think proper to admirthe faid articles, oronty ibme- 
efithem, from any other nation, by tcafon of their utility, at a tower duty, the fobjefts of the 
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17S7 other fovereign fhall be allowed to participate in fuch diminution, in order that no foreign 
nation may enjoy in this rel'pcft any preference to their difadvantage. 

“ The works of iron, flee], copper and brafs above-mentioned, are not to be underftood to 
extend to bar iron or pig iron, or in general to any kind of iron, fteel, copper or brafs in the 
ftatc of the raw material. 

“ H- Their Majeftics having alfo ftipulated, in the fixtli article, “ That for the better fe- 
curing the due collection of the duties payable ad valorem , which are fpecitied in the tariff, they 
will concert with each other the form of the declarations to be made, and the proper means of 
preventing fraud with r«fpe£t to the real value of the goods and merchandizes,” it is agreed 
that each declaration fhall be given in writing, figned by the merchant, owner, or factor, who 
anfwersfor the merchandizes at their entry; which declaration lhall contain an exafr lift of the 
faid merchandizes, and of their packages, of the marks, numbers and cyphers, and of the con¬ 
tents of each bale or cafe, and fhall certify that they arc of the growth, produce, or manufac¬ 
ture of the kingdom from whence they are imported, and fhall alfo cyprefs the true and real 
value of the fail merchandize*, in order that the duties may be paid in confequence thereof. 
That the officers of the cuftom-lioufc, where the declaration may be made, fhall be at liberty 
to make fuch examination as they fhal| think proper of the faid merchandizes, upon their 
being landed, not only for the pyrpofeof verifying the fa&s alledged in the faid declaration, 
that the merchandizes are of the produce of the country therein-mentioned, and that th)g|late- 
ment of tlieir value and quantity is exaft, but alfo for that of preventing the clandeftjnc in- 
troduftion of other merchandizes in the fame bales or cafes: provided neverthelefs, that fuch 
examination^ fhall be made with every poffible attention to the convenience of the traders, and 
to the prefervation of the faid merchandizes, 

“ In cafe die officers of the cuftoms fhould not be fatisfied- with the valuation made of the 
merchandizes in the faid declaration, they fhall be at liberty, with the confcnt of the principal 
officers of the cuftoms at the port, or of fuch other officer as. fhall be appointed for that pur- 
•pofe, to take the faid merchandizes according to the valuation made by the declaration, allow¬ 
ing to, the merchant or owher an overplus of ten per cent, and refunding to him the duties he 
; may have paid for the faid merchandizes. In which cafe, the whole amount fhall be paid with¬ 
out delay, by the cuftom- houfe of the port, if the value of the effe&s inqueftion fhall not ex¬ 
ceed ,( 5 o livres tdhrnois, or aol. fterling ; and within fifteen days, at lateft, if their value fhall 
exceed that fum. 

“ And if doubts fhould happen to arife, either refpeftmg the value of the faid merchandizes, 
or the country of 1 which they are the produce, the officers of the cuftoms at the port fhall come 
to a determination thereupon, with all poffible difpatch, and no greater fpace of time fhall be 
employed for that purpofe, in any cafe, than eight days, in the ports where the officers who 
have the piincipal dire&ion of the cuftoms refide, and fifteen days in any other port what¬ 
soever. 

“ It is fuppofed and underftood, that the merchandizes admitted by the prefent treaty, fhall 
be refpefiivcly of the growth, produce, or manufafture of the dominions of the two fovereigns 
in Europe. 

“To oblige the traders to be accurate in the declarations required by the prefent article, as 
alfo to prevent any doubt that might arife on that part of the tenth article of the faid treaty, 
which provides, that if any of the cffe£is are omitted in the declaration delivered by the maftcr 
rof kite fh>p> they fhall not be liable to confifeztion, unlcfs there be axnanifsft appearance of 
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* 7 U 7 fraud; it is undcrftood, that in fuck cafe, the laid dfefb ffiall be confifcated, unlefs fatisfac- 
tory proof he given to the officers of the cuftoms that there was not any intention of fraud. 

“ III. In order to prevent the introduction of cailicocs manufactured in the Eafl Indies, or 
in other countries, as if they had been manufactured in the refpeCtive dominions of the two 
fovereigns in Europe, it is agreed, that rheeallieoes manufactured in the f.iid dominions, for 
exportation from one country to the other rcfpeCtivety, ffiall have at the two ends of each piece 
a particular mark, woven in the piece, to be fettled in concert by the two governments ; of 
which mark the refpeCtive governments ffiall give nine months previous notice to the manu¬ 
facturers ; and the faid mark ffiall be altered from time to time, as the cafe may require. It is 
further agreed, that until the faid precaution can be put in execution, the faid cailicocs mutu¬ 
ally exported, ffiall be accompanied by a certificate of the officers of, the cuftoms, or of fuch other 
officer as ffiall be appointed for that purpofc, declaring that they were fabricated in the country 
from whence they were exported, and alfo that they arc furnilhed with the maiks already pre- 
ieribed in the refpeCtive countries, to diftinguilh fuch cailicocs from thofc which come from 
other countries. 

“ IV. In fettling the duties upon cam bricks and lawns, it is under flood that the breadth 
ffiould not exceed, for the cambricks, fcven-cighths of a yard, Euglilh meafure, (about three- 
quarters of an ell of France) and for the lawns, one yajrd and a quarter, Engliffi meafure (one 
ell of France); and if any ffiall hereafter he made of a greater breadth than what is above men¬ 
tioned, they ffiall pay a duty of ten per cent ad valorem. 

“ V. It is alfo agreed, that the fiipulalions in the eighteenth article of the treaty, ffiall not 
be confirmed to derogate from the privileges, regulations, and ufages already eftabiiffied in the 
cities or ports of the refpeCtive dominions of the two fovereigns : and further, that the twenty- 
fifth article of the faid treaty ffiall beconftrued to relate only to fhips fufpeCtcd of carrying, in 
time of war, to the enemies of either of the high contracting parties, any prohibited articles, 
denominated contraband : and the faid article is not to hinder the examinations of the officers 
of the cuftoms, for the purpofe of preventing illicit trade in the refpeCtive dominions. 

“ VI. Their Majefties having flipulated, by the forty-third article of the faid treaty, that 
the nature and extent of the functions of the confuls ffiould be determined, “ and that a con- 
“ vention relative to this point, ffiould be concluded immediately after the fignature of the 
“ prefeut treaty, of which it ffiould be deemed to conftitute a part,” it is agreed, that the laid 
ulterior convention ffiall be fettled within the fpace of two months; and that, in the mean 
time, the confuls-gencral,‘confuls, and vice-confuls, ffiall conform to the ufages which are 
now' obferved relative to the confulffiip, in the refpeCtive dominions of the two fovereigns ; 
and that they ffiall enjoy all the privileges, rights, and immunities belonging to their office, and 
and which are allowed to the confuls-gencral, confuls, and vice-confuls of the moft favoured 
nation. 

“ VII. It ffiall be lawful for the fuhjeCts of his Britannic Majcfty to profecute their debtors 
in France, for the recovery of debts contracted in the dominions of his faid Majeftv, of elfe- 
where in Europe, and there to bring aCtions againft them, in conformity to the practice of law 
in ufe in the kingdom : provided that there ffiall be the like ufage in favour of French fubjeCt* 
in the European dominions of his Britannic Majefty.*’ &c. &c. 

Difficulties having arifen in the Eaft Indies relative to the meaning and extent of the thir¬ 
teenth article of the treaty of peace, figned at Vcrfailles, September 3, 1783; their Britannic 
and Molt Chriftian Majefties, with a view to remove every caufe of difpute between their re- 
VoIm, IV. 4 N fpeftive 
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1787 fpcftivc fubjefts in that part of the world, thought proper to make the following Convention* 
which was figned at Verfaillcs, Auguft 51, 1787 

“ Article I. His Britannic Majefty again engages, “ to take fuch meafnres as fhall he in 
‘i his power, for fecuring to the fubjefts of France a fafe, free, and independent trade, fuch 
« as was carried on by the French Eaft India Company,” and as it is explained in the fol¬ 
lowing articles, “ whether they excrcifc it individually, or as a company;” as well in the Na- 
boblhip of Arcot, and the countries of Madura and Tanjore, as in the provinces of Bengal,. 
Bahar, and Orixa, in the northern Circars, and in general in all the Britilh poffeflious- on the 
coafts of Orixa, Coromandel, and Malabar. 

“ II. In order to prevent all abufes in the importation of fait, it is agreed, that the French 
fhall not import annually into Bengal more than two hundred thoufand maunds of fait: the 
laid fait fhall be delivered at a place of depofit appointed for that purpofe by the government 
of Bengal, and to officers of the faid government, at the fixed price of one hundred and 
twenty rupees for every hundred maunds. 

44 HI. There fhall be delivered annually for the French commerce, uporf the demand of 
the French agent in Bengal, eighteen thoufand maunds of faltpctre, and three hundred chcfts 
of opium, at the price eflablifhed before the late war. 

“ IV. The ancient faftories, namely, Chandernagorc, Coffimbuzar, Decca, Jugdea, 
Balafore, and Patna, with the territories belonging to the faid faftories, fhall be under the 
proteftlon of the French flag, and fubjeft to the French jurifdiftion. 

“ V. France fhall alfo have pofieffion of the ancient houfes of Soopore, Keerpoy, Canni- 
cole, Mohumpore, Serampore, and Chittagong; as well as the dependencies on Soopore, 
viz. Gantjurat, Alfende, Chintzabad, Patorcha, Monepore, and Dolobody • and fhall further 
have the faculty of eftablifhing new houfes of commerce ; but none of the faid houfes fhall 
have any jurifdiftion, or any exemption from the ordinary juflice of the country exercifcd 
over Britifh fubjefts. 

“ VI. His Britannic Majefty engages to take mealures to fecure to French fubjefts, with¬ 
out the limits of the ancient faftories above-mentioned, an exitft and impartial adminiftration 
of juflice in all matters concerning their perfons or properties, or the carrying on their trade, 
in the fame manner, and as eflfcftually, as to his own fubjefts. 

“ VII. All Europeans, as well as natives, againft whom judicial proceedings flrall be in- 
ftituted, within the limits of the ancient faftories above-mentioned, for offences committed, 
or debts contrafted, within the faid limits, and who fhall take refuge out of the fame, fhall 
be delivered up to the chiefs of the faid faftories; and all Europeans, or others whatibever, 
againft whom judicial proceedings fhall be inftituted, within the faid limits, and who fhall take 
refuge within the fame, fhall be delivered up by the chiefs of the faid faftories, upon demand 
being made of them by the governor of the country. 

“ VIII. All the fubjefts of either nations refpeftively, who fhall take refuge within the 
faftories of the other; fhall be delivered up on each fide, upon demand being made of them. 

44 IX. The faftory of Yanam, with its dependencies, having, in purfuance of the faid 
treaty of peace, been delivered up by Mr. William Hamilton, on the part of his Britannic 
Majefty, to Mr. Peter Paul Martin, on the part of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, the reflitution 
thereof is confirmed by the prefent convention, in the terms of the inftrument bearing date the 
feventh of March, 1785, and figned by MefT. Hamilton aod Martin, &c. &c." 

Cofy 
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1 / 67 Copy of t fa French King's Arret, dated the 6 th of May, refpefting the Entry of Englijh 

Merchandize. 

“ The King having fixed the roth of this month for the execution of the Treaty of Com¬ 
merce concluded with the King of Great Britain, his Majefty, in order to facilitate the exccu- 
• tion of this treaty, and the connection of commerce which will rclult between the two nations, 
has determined to open particular offices, for the entry of gauzes, callicoes, linen, and cotton 
cloths, and other merchandizes, which coming from the manufadtorics of England and other 
parts, are to be admitted to the benefit of tire treaty, leaving the forming offices open, which 
anciently fubfifted, for the entry cf merchandize of the fame fpecies, which are brought from 
•ether countries, and which are to remain fubjefted to the higheft duties. His Majefty has 
judged it equally proper, tp fix, as nearly as poffible, the duty by weight on all merchandize 
of an equal valuation, to prevent the arbitrary eftimation of their value; and, in fhorr, to fix 
to the faid Engliffi fluffs and merchandize a particular tjUtrk, to avoid all confufion between 
the faid merchandizes, and thofe which may be brought into the kingdom to defraud the reve¬ 
nue, as well as thofe which may be feized and confiscated, or thofe which, being foreign cloths, 
are yet fabjeft to the right of circulation, after having paid the rights of entry into the king¬ 
dom. To provide for all which, the King, being in his Council, bath ordained, and doth 
ordain as follows: ; , * 

Article I. The goods and merchandize of Great Britain, which are permitted to be in¬ 
troduced by the treaty of commerce, concluded between his Moft Chriftian Majefty and the 
King of Great Britain, are to be admitted, on the 10th of this month, to enter into this king- 
dom by the way or offices of Calais, Boulogne,* Havre, Rouen, St. Malo, Nantes, Rochelle, 
Bourdeaux, and Cette, at the rifk of their proprietors or reprefentatives, juftifying by certifi¬ 
cates of the judges or officers of the cuftoms, that the faid goods or merchandize are the growth 
or fabric of England i and alfo, that by the letters or charter-parties, they are really imported 
from one of the ports of Great Britain. The certificates which are delivered to prove the 
origin of the cotton manufactured in England, are to mention the marks affixed to the fame, 
to prevent their being confounded with thofe fabricated in the Eaft Indies, or in other foreign 
parts. 

“ II. The duties fhall be paid according to the tariff annexed to this arret, for the cloaths, 
fluffs, and hofiery of wool or cotton ; and they Hull be liquidated and received after the rate of 
the known and true value which other merchandizes wvf pay, whofe valuation, cither in 
weight or by piece, is not yet determined; the whole conformable to the 6th article of the 
treaty of commerce, and to the iff article of the convention of the 15th of January laft, 

“ III. The declaration of merchandizes which are to be rated, mult be made in writing, and 
figned by the captains of the fhips, commiffioners, or merchants; who are to mention the 
quantity, quality, and value of the different fpecies of merchandize that is contained in each 
bale, cheft, or cafk. And in cafes where the officers judge that the declarations are under the 
value of the merchandize, they may detain the fame, on paying to the proprietor the price of 
the faid merchandize, agreeable to the value which he has declared, and a tenth upward, con¬ 
formable to L the 2d article of the convention, dated 15th January laft. 

“ IV. The lift of merchandizes which are fined to pay by weight, according to the quan¬ 
tity of ouch of their fpecies, by the treaty of commerce, by the convention of the 15th of Janu¬ 
ary laft, or by the tariff annexed to the prefent arret, muft fpecify their different qualities, and 
mention their woigbt; and in cafes where they do not fpecify the different forts of merchan- 

4 N a * dizo 
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1787 dize fubjefled to different duties, and contained in the fame chefts, bales, or calks, the duty 
fhall be paid for all at the highcft rate that any fuch part of the laid merchandize flia.ll be found 
fubjeft to. 

“ V. The cloths or fluffs of woollen or cotton, , the cloths of hemp or flax, and the gauzea 
made of fdk, are to receive on each piece, at one of the firft offices deferibed in the ifl article 
of this arret, or at the cuftom-houfe of Paris, a leaden mark, bearing on one fide tliefe words, 
“ fluffs or foreign cloths,” and on the other fide, the name of the town where the mark fhall 
have been fixed. 

“ VI. The merchandizes, which in particular circuroftances have not received the marks 
above-mentioned, muft be fent to the firft,office on the frontier, under the great feal of the 
farmers, to be properly cleared. 

•* VII. The cloths and fluffs of wool and cotton, which .are not proved to be of the efta- 
bliflied inanufafbories in the^ates of his Britannic Majcfty in Europe, are to continue fubjeft 
to the fame duties as fixed by the arret of the 3d of July 1762, for the woollen manufaftories ; 
by thofe of the 2d of May, 1773, for the cotton manufadlories ; by thofe of the 28th of Oc¬ 
tober, 1781, for thd hoficry manufactories; and to continue to fubmit to the payment of ten 
fous per Jivre on the faid articles, and are only to be permitted to enter by the way of Calais, 
or St. Valery, confortaable to the faid arrets. 

“ VIII.. The fluffs and hofiery of woollen, the velvets and fluffs of cotton, and the gauzes 
which do not bear the marks of the national fabric, or of thofe preferibed in the 5th article of 
this arret; or by the ancient arrets and regulations for foreign merchandize, are to be account¬ 
ed prohibited, and as fuch are-to be feized by the Farmers General, who are to proceed to con- 
fifeation of them in the ufual manner. 

(Signed), 

“ Le Comte de Montmorin.” 

Tariff of the Duties to be paid conformable to tire firft Article of the above Arret, on the 
Merchandizes hereafter named, in execution of the Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
France and England. 

Denominations. 

j Cotton Stuffs. 

Muflinets, *~ 

Fine white cloth, — 

Dimities, fattinet, velveret ftriped 
or ribbed, dimities knit ribbed, 

■ WaolkptStuffs. . 

Kerfiraere, or flialloon, 

Serge of fattln, or fattin Kwk.,faga- 
tis term, ftriped flannels, ' 

Tammies, or coarfe fluffs, ever- 
ladings, flannels, plain worfted 
ftockmgs, and merchandize of 
the fame nature, *— 

N. B. Goods at per Quintal. ’ 

' ‘ Particulars 


Valua- a * Quota Additional Duty Total of the Duty 

■ greed upon by of tbt on the Cottons, tobe paid per 
1 ' the Treaty . t)uiy, iron and Beer. Quintal. 


Uvres. 

2000 

1500 


[Livra 


Livres. 

270 

210 


. 12 per cent. 


Nothing. 

Nothing. 


96 I Nothing, j 96 
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1787 Particulars of the T a r i f f or Rates of the Stamp Duty in France. 

Admiralty. Price of Stamps. 

For all orders and permiffions granted by the Lord High Admiral, or his 
officers, and other matters concerning his jurifdiilion; excepting fuch as 
are expedited gratis, and thefe only extending to all poll-regulations and the 
unballafting of fhips, — — — — ! livre. 

For every bill of lading, — , — — 5 fous. 

For every ftatement of the crews delivered in by the commiffioncrs, 10 ditto. 

Police. 

Safe-condu£ts, each — — —- 12 livres. 

Letters of Hate, refpites, and fuperfedings for debtors,each 10 ditto. 

For paflports granted.to leave the kingdom, each — 34 ditto. 

Law. 

For every brief, confultation, and other printed papers, referring to ac¬ 
tions at law, or to any objeft whatever, as well as for the proofs thereunto 
annexed, for each printed Iheet of four pages in quarto, — 1 Hard, (farthing). 

For the fame in folio, — — • —■• — 2 ditto. 

Petitions and memorials addrefied to the Council, &c. according to the 
iizc of the paper. 

Trade. 

For each and every bill of exchange, draft, or refeription, both to order 
and at a date; alfo drafts on bankers, even fuch as comd from abroad, up 
to two thoufand livres, — ■ —- — 15 fous. 

If exceeding the aforefaid fum, to any amount, — — 30 ditto. 

For every receipt in full for any fum above twenty-four livres, without 
exception of any perfon, — —< — —» 5 ditto. 

For goods fold by auftion above the aforefaid fum up to 1000 livres, 10 ditto. 

From one ^o two thoufand, — — — 1 livre. 

From two to four, ~ — — — • 2 ditto. 

And from four to any fum, «— — — 3 ditto. 

N. B. The creditor to bear the expence of the llamps. 

For all private lignaturc Icafc indentures, contrails, bargains, navy, and 
other infurance bills of lading by land or water, accounts kept by mer¬ 
chants, change brokers, accounts of interchange of goods, balances ftruck 
and fettled with bankers, bills of ihipping either direilly or by commi/fion, 
accounts of guardianlhip, whether brought in by private perfons, corpora¬ 
tions, or other collective bodies, certificates, bills delivered by tradesmen, 
artificers and others; and finally, all writren private ails, be the perfons 
who they may, without exception, for every Iheet, half-lhect, quarter- 
fheet, never exceeding "the dimeufions now in ule, — — 5 fous. 

For each certifying ticket to be left at the turnpikes, — a ditto. 

For every acknowledgment,, receipt, or difeharge from the mont de pieti, 

*r public pawn, — — ' — — 5 ditto. 


The 
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17B7 The following is an accurate account of BrUilh and Irifh manufa&ures and produce, enter- 
cd outward at the port of London for France, for one week preceding the 25th of Auguft : 

Thirty-two pieces of fine broad cloth, 35 ditto of fecond cloth, 16,50 ditto of worded fluffs, 
1400 yards of .flannel, 280 double pieces of baize, 1837 Angle pieces of baize, 400 dozen of 
worfted hole, 400 pair of blankets, to pieces of kerfeymere, 150 tons weight of haberdafhery, 
127 pounds weight of manufa&ured filk in gauze, 4 pounds weight of filk, inckle and gauze, 
173 pieces of Britifh linen, too pounds weight of wrought leather, 54 tons 1 cwt. of wrought 
iron, J1. tons 11 cwt. of wrought copper and plate, 50 ditto of pewter, 200 ounces of wrought 
filver plate, 226,000 pieces of glafs and earthen ware, 20 tons of ftrong beer, 200 cwt of re- 
fined fugar, 16 coaches and chariots, 40 tons of Britilh train oil, 5 tons of hops, 60 cwt. of 
alium, 88 tons of lead, and 5 cwt. of litharge of lead: with bath coating, blanketing, rugs, 
Irifli linens, thread and cotton hofe, worfted waifleoat and breeches pieces, Manchefter cottons, 
velverets and muflins, millinery, fadlery, ftationary, upholftery, houfliold furniture, turnery, 
tin ware, mufical and mathematical inftruments; the value of which goods being eftimated at 
about 24,0001, 

As it may with propriety be objefted to the foregoing ftatemrnt, that although goods to the 
above amount have been entered for exportation to France, yet -merchants frequently enter 
larger quantities than arc aftually flipped, and a deduftion ought therefore to be made from 
what appears on the entry : we will readily admit the fail, and deduft on that account one- 
third, which will certainly amount to more than what is termed the fliort fhipping ; this will 
reduce the Value of the merchandize really exported to i6,oool. 

An account of the French manufa&urcs and produce imported at the port of Loudon during 
the fame period. 

Twenty-one tons 58 gallons of wine, 9025 gallons of brandy, 410 pieces of cambrics, 261 
kid-fleins, drtfled, 1666 pieces of glafs, 285 pounds of verdigreafe, 4 gallons j quart of cordial 
■water, 6 cwt. 1 qr. 151b. of hardfoap, 4 marble figures, 1 dock, 3 glafs fhades, 30 pieces of 
earthen ware, i violin, 1 chip hat, 5 whiftles, 2 caps, 2albs. of bound books ; with cock-tail 
feathers, artificial flowers, minerals, and hoficry; the whole amounting to about 3000!. 

Which eftimate leaves a balance of trade in favour’of Great Britain of 13,000!. 

The following .ftatement of the competition at this time cxifting between the calico and 
muffin manufaftUres of Great Britain, and thofe of the Eaft India Company, will afford a very 
fatisfaftory infight into the trade of thofe important articles: ‘ 

Tlie facilities which the manufafturers of Great Britain had fuddcnly acquired, and the im- 
•menfe capitals which they have fo recently Jaid out in expenfive machinery, and great and 
heavy eftablifhments for carrying on tire cotton trade, are unparalleled in the annals 
of the world. One hundred and forty-three cotton mills are now built and in progrefs 
in Great Britain, of which nearly two-thirds have been erefted within thefe five years. Be- 
fides thefe, there are above 20500 hand-mills or jennies for fpinning the fhute for the twitted 
yarn fpun by the water mills. 

Above a million of money was, within this time, funk in mills, hand engines, and other 
machines, including the grounds and ncceflary buildings. £. s . d. 

Expenoe of water mills, — — —. 715,000 o o 

Ditto of hand jennies, lioufes, buildings^, and auxiliary machinery, fup- 
jpofcd at leaft, — — —> . — • 285,000 o o 

Total, 1,000,000 o o 

j A power, 
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1787 A power is alfo created of working nearly two million of fpindles ; and men, women, and 
children are trained and training to this bufiaefs, capable of carrying the cotton manufacture 
almofl to any extent. The power of fpindles now capable of being worked is eftimated as 
follows: 

In the water-mills, — 286,000 

In the jennies, — — — — — 1,665,100 

‘ ’ Total fpindles, 1,951,100 

In the branches applicable to muflin and calico, it is calculated that employment is given to 
100,000 men and women, and atleaft 60,000 children; many of the latter having been-taken 
from different parifhes and hofpitals in Great Britain. 

The quantity of the raw material of cotton wool confumed in this manufacture, which did 
not amount to 6,ooo,ooolb. in 1781, and was only about 1 t,ooo,ooolb. four years ago, now ex¬ 
tends to the enormous height of 22,000,ooolb. and upwards; and the aflonithing rapidity of 
this increafe, is in fome meafure to be attributed to the extenfion of thefe branches to the 
goods of India, particularly the calicoes and mqflins. 

Britifh calicoes were firft made in Lancalhire about tire year 1772, but the progrefs was flow 
till within thefe laft ten years: the quantity manufaaured has fince extended from about 
50,000 to 1,000,000 of pieces now made in the courfe of a Angle year. 

Britifh muffins were not fuccefsfully introduced until tire year 1781, and were carried to no 
great extent until 1785, fincc which period the progrefs has been rapid beyond all example. 
The acquifitien of cotton wool, of a fuperior quality, from Demerara and the Brazils, and the 
improvements made in the fpinnitig line yarns upon the mule jennies, have given a fpring to 
this branch of the cotton manufactory, which has extended it beyond what it was poffible to 
have conceived. Above half a million pieces of muflin of different kinds, including fhawls and 
handkerchiefs, are now fuppofed to be annually mad? in Great Britain, and the quantity not 
only increafcs daily with the new acccfiion of powers that are burning forth upon the country, 
but the quality is exceedingly imp*»vcd ; and fince a yearly fupply of about 300 bales of Eaft 
India cotton lias been obtained by the way of Oilcnd, yarns have been fpun, and muflins have 
been wove, equal to any from India; fo that nothing is wanting but a fine raw material to en¬ 
able the Britifh manufacturer to carry this branch to the grcatefl extent; and, of all others it 
is that fpecics of cotton goods which deferves moft to be encouraged, becaufe of the immenfe 
return it makes for labour more than any other branch of the cotton manufactory. Eaft India 
ootton wool has been fpun into one pound of yarn worth five guineas, and when wove into 
muflin, and afterwards ornamented by children in the tambour, has extended to the value of 
fifteen pounds; yielding a return of 5,900 per cent, on thc.raw material. 

Such is the ftatc of the Britifh cotton manufactory at this period. With cflahlifhments and 
mechanical powers capable of bringing forward immenfe quantities of goods into the con- 
fumption, this manufacture is choak'ed, as it were, in a moment, by a great and fudden re¬ 
duction of the prices of Eaft India goods of the fame fpecies, which have been recently fold 
above, ao per cent, on an average, under the loweft prices at which the Britifh manufacturer 
can afford to fell without lofs. The quantity fold at the India Houfe in this year, exceeds the 
average of the preceding fcyqi years, no Icfs than 324,852 pieces. The total quantity fold 

. ’ in 
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1787 iti 177.3 by. £ h e I»dia Company, extended only to 71;, ,646 pieces of calicoes, muflinsand 
nankeens. 

Such a conduCt in the Company mull operate to th; very great prejudice of the Britjfh ma- 
nufaClurcs, and will continue to do fo while they prefs goods upon the market at prices which 
have no relation to the original cotl, and under ciicumftanccs where the juft laws of competi¬ 
tion cannot operate, and where every idea of protecting duties is annihilated in the effeft of 
the general fyfttm. It appears therefore, unld's fome relief is given, perhaps little fliort of 
onc-haif of tlic prefent mechanical powers ndw in aft ion muftccafe working ;—about 70 water 
mills, worth at leaft 350,000!.; 10,000 jennies, worth 70,000!.; and buddings ellimatcd at 
180, 00M.; the whole value of which, at leaft 503,000!. would be loft and become ufelcfs.— 
The revenue ariling from the operation of fo great a fyitem, mu ft ceafc alfo to be productive ; 
a valuable branch of trade, acquired at fo much expence and induftry, muft be loft to the coun¬ 
try; the ednfumption of the raw material muft rapidly diminifh, to the great injury of the 
Weft India iflands, and the returns from the labour of the people, to an immenfe extent in the 
very productive article of muflins, muft be annihilated. 

The ftate of the raw materials, and the progreffivc and aftonifliing increafe of this manufac¬ 
ture, will be belt explained by what follows ; 

Cotton IVooi^uftd in the Afa.nufailu.rc, SuppofcdValucwhenmanuJa (lured. 



Pounds Weight, 


£■ 

1781, - 

5,101,920 

— 

2,000,000 

1782, - 

H,206,816 

— 

3,900,000 

1783. — 

9 » 54 b»l 79 

—— 

3,200,000 

1784, - 

11,280,238 

— 

3,950,000 

1785, — 

17,992,888 

, - 

6,000,000 

1786, - 

19,151,867 


6,500,000 

1787, — 

22,600,000 

— 

7,500,000 

The following is a correCt lift of /hipping which 

arrived at Lifbon during the prefent year: 

Englifh, — 

332 

Imperial, 

—' 5 

French, — 

128 

# Maltcfe, 

— 6 

Dutch, — 

72 

Neapolitan, 

— 2 

Swedes, — 

69 

Hamburghers, 

• 1 

Danes, — 

54 

Tufcan, 

— 1 

Americans, — 

.33 

Bremen, 

— 1 

Spaniards, •— 

23 

Dantzic, 

— 1 

Ragufians, — 

>4 

PortugUefc, 

— 300 

Venetians, — 

6 



The following is a copy 

of the port entries at Malaga, from the lft of January, to the 31ft 

of December, 1787, of merchant fhips of different nations. 


Spanift, — 

1469 

1 Portuguefe, 

— s 

French, — 

99 

Imperial, 

— 28 

Swedifh, —- 

76 

From Ragufa, 

— 42 

Danifh, —- 

54 

- Jerufalem, 

. — 1 

Dutch, — 

24 

Britifh, 

— 187 

Venetian, — 

16 



The difference between this and the year 1786, 

is a decreafe of 197 large fhips, and between 

1786 and 1785, 112 vcffels 

; the Bricifh entries alone have encreafed nine. 
w * 

1 

X » 



A. II 

>787 


OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE.. 


657 


If appears from the St. Pcterlburgh lift of goods exported in this year, that there have been 
394 Britilh ftups, the cargoes of which confided of 1,586,088 pods, or 25,176 tons, of iron ; 
1,050,222 pods of hemp; 359,303 pods of flax, and 1,352,925 pieces of deal. 

Of the above number there were 121 fliins failed for the port of London, for Hull 63, 
Liverpool 26, Briftol 12, Newcaftle 6, Whitehaven 3, Chefter 2, Lancafter 2, Leith 33, 
Dundee 16, Grangemouth 13, Borrowftownefs 3, Arbroath 3, Aberdeen 3, Greenock 13, 
Glafgow 1, Dublin u, Cork 6, Newry 5, and Londonderry 3. 

Import of iron, 

Liverpool 
Newcaftle, 

Whitehaven, 

Chefter, 

Lancafter, 

Kirkham, 

The following is communicated to us as an authentic eftimate of the French Levant trade 



Ir«n Pods. 

Hemp Pods. 

Flax Pods. 

— 

54,906 

- 78,215 - 

26,183 

—- 

13.411 

- ‘ 34,890 - 

4/D9 

—. 

8,694 

- 17>456, -- 

3,281 

— 

4,292 

- 4,583 - 

4,704 

— 

1,892 

- 10,988 .— 

1,261 

—■ * 

3-754 

- 2,330 - 

9,160 


at this period 

Merchandize exported to Conftantinople, calculated at 

- - - — — ^ - Salonica, — _ 

■■■ . . . . — Morea, — _ 

. .... Candia, — —- 

- Smyrna, — — 

.-. 1 —.—— .. . Syria, — — 

---Egypt, — — 

■ ■ " .ii .. . Barbary, — — 

To which is to be added for caravans, — 

For fmuggled goods, at leaft, ^ — — 

Making the whole exportation, —• — 

Merchandize imported from Conftantinople, calculated at 

■ .. # . . — ■■■■. . Salonica, — 

. . ■ ■■ ■—. . ... . Morea, — - 

, ,, - - — ■ — .— Candia, — 

- --— — . . — Smyrna, —- — 

-Syria, — — 

-Egypt, — . - 

. . .. - .. Barbary, — 

Making the whole importation — — 


Total, 


L’.vrcs . 
4,000,000 
2,300,000 
250,000 
* 250,000 
6,000,000 
5,000,000 
3,000,000 
1,500,000 

22,300,000 

150,000 

1,550,000 

24,000,000 

1,000,000 
3,500,000 
1,000,000 
1 , 000,000 
8,000,000 
6,000,000 
3,500*,000 
2,000,000 

26,000,000 


The number of veflels which have been employed in the whale fifhery to Davis’s Streights 
and the Greenland Seas, in the prefent year, amounted to 217, and their cargoes confided of 
8,884tons, icwt. 19 lbs. clean oil; 7,874tons, icwt. 27lbs. whale fins; and26,830 feal ikins. 

It is remarkable, that though the bounty was reduced this year from 40s. to 30s. per ton, 
there fhould befo great an encreafe in thefhips employed in this fifhery. 

Vol. IV. 4 O 
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658 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOCICAL DEDUCTION 

A. n. 

1787 An Account of Oil, Whale Fins, and Seals Skins, diftinguilhing each, which were im¬ 
ported from the Southern Whale Filhcry to England, during the Years 17S5, j786, and 1787, 
tliflinguifliing each Year. 



O 

1 L. 



Whale Fins. 

Se al Skins. 

I cars . 

Tuns. 

H . 

G . 


Cic . 

qrs. lbs. 

Number. 

CO 

r>> 

*-1 

626^ 

3 

41 


37 

I I 1 


1786, 

2.113 

0 

7 

*. 

357 

2 O 

772 

1787, 

2,181 

3 

25 


1,389 

2 10 

14,280 


There were not any of the above-mentioned articles imported into Scotland from the South¬ 
ern Whale Filhcry during the three years. 

An Eftimate of the Value of W'oollens exported for every Year, from the beginning of 
1781 to the end of the Y r ear 1787. 


Tears. 

England. 


Scotland. 


Great Britain. 



r. 

d. 

£■ 

r. 

d. 

' £■ 

s. 

d. 

1781, 

a. 1 803,757 

2 

IO 

41.507 

10 

4 

2,845,264 

1 3 

2 

1782, 

3,°°3,4i5 

14 

II • 

49,368 

3 

5 

3.052.783 

1% 

4 

w 

OO 

Ui 

w 

3,391,224 

6 

7 

68,828 

13 

3 

3,460.052 

19 

10 

1784, 

3,3 1 6 ,36 o 

0 

6 

79.557 

10 

0 

3.395.927 

10 

6 

2785, 

3.825.943 

0 

10 

66,376 

2 

5 

3.892,319 

3 

3 

1786, 

3,429,805 

9 

7 

83,041 

12 

3 

3,512.847 

1 

10 

1787, 

3,610,770 

12 

8 

77,024 

19 

6 

3.687.795 

12 

2 


An Eflimate of the Grofs Receipt in Money and Bonds, the neat Produce, and Payments 
into the Exchequer, of the Revenue of Cuftoitis in England, for two years, up to the 5th of 
January, 1788. 

Tears. Grofs Receipt. Neat Produce. Payments. 

£■ s - d - l- *• d - l • a. d. 

17S6, 7.589.817 5 6 5 . 434.597 8 7 3 . 985 , 73 2 15 10 

1787, . 6,51 r,245 o o 2,808,211 o o 3’578.350 10 2j 

In our general hiftory of the Commerce of this country, there are fonic of its branches, 
which, from their importance and extent, deferve more than common attention: of thefc, 
our East and West India T rades arc by far the moll eminent; not only by being <jf 
thcmfclves immediate fources of national wealth and grandeur, but from furnifUng materials 
for various others; fo that they may be jullly accounted the two great pillars of our ftupendous 
commercial fabric : for if we confider them with refpeft to number of flopping, quantity of 
tonnage, the vail bodies of fcameu continually employed, and the value and variety of the 
commodities exported and imported, every other branch of foreign trade finks to nothing in 
the companion. It ca»not, therefore, but be fatisfaftory to have a clear infight into thel'e 
trades, and to examine them fomewhat minutely. For this purpofe we have feleflcd the fol¬ 
lowing flateinents of exports and imports, &c. which, on account of their being extra&cd 
from official papers, have at Icaft authenticity to recommend them. 

An 
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STATE OF THE WEST INDIA TRADE. 

An Account of the Number of Ships and other Vcffels, with their Tonnage, cleared Out¬ 
wards fiom the different Ports ol South Britain for the Well Indies; with thofe entered Inwards?' 
from the fame Colonies, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787. 


Ports. 


OUT IVA RDS. 
Ships. Tons. 

'Mt 

INWARDS. 
Ships. Tons. 

Briftol, 

— 

73 

’ 16 . 9*3 

— 

71 

16,209 

Berwick, 

— 

— 

—. 

—-. 

I 

127 

Chepftow, 

— 

1 

132 

— 

— 


Cowes, 

— 

9 

483 

— 

— 

—- 

Hull, — 

_ 

3 

333 

— 

I 

203 

Lancafler, 

— 

37 

5 . 66 s 

— 

33 - 

4,943 

Liverpool, 

_ 

87 

17.463 

— 

143 

27,578 

Newcaflle, 

— 

9 

2.157 

— 

1 

U 4 

Penzance, 

.— 

1 

120 

— 

1 

164 

Plymouth, 

— 

4 

737 

—. 

— 

Poole, — 

— 

I 

22 6 

—. 

— 

-— 

Southampton, 

— 

1 

i 77 

— 

— 

—..— 

Swanfca, 

— 

3 

579 

— 

— 

— 

Whitehaven, 

-- 

12 

2,232 

... 

3 

444 

Total of the Out-ports, 

233 

47.257 

- - 

254 

49»782 

London, 

— 

218 

61,695 

—— 

252 

70,418 

Total, 

— 

45 i 

108,952 

— 

506 

120,200 

An Account of the Number of Ships and 

other Vefiels, 

with their Tonnage, cleared Out- 

wards from the different Ports of North Britain ; with thofe entered Inwards 

from the fame 

Colonics, from Chriftmas 1786, 

Aberdeen, — 

to Chriftmas 1787. 
OUTWARDS. 

Ships. Tons, 

l 11O 


INWARDS. 
Ships. Tons. 

I 1C5 

Air, — 

— 

3 

259 

— 

— 

— 

Dumfries, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

150 

Dundee, 

— 

1 

93 

— 

I 

93 

Invernefs, 

— 

1 

i °5 

“*— 

— 

— 

Leith, — 

— 

3 

87a 

— 

I 

35 * 

Pott Glafgow, 

— ' 

*9 

3.414 

— 

23 

3.587 

-Greenock 

_ 

48 

9,624 

— 

41 

7.486 

Stranraer, 

— 

1 

152 

— 

I 

152 

Wigtown, 

— 

— 

— 

—*. 

I 

98 


Totals, 

77 

14,629 

— 

70 

12,022 


4 O 2 
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660 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL 'DEDUCTION 

A. D. 

1787 An Account of the Number of Ships and other Veffels entered Inwards, and cleared Out- 
wards, in the Britifh Sugar Colonics, to and from the feveral Ports in the Britilh Colonies in 
North America, and the United States of America, from Michaelmas 1786, to Michaelmas 
1787, with their refpe&ivc Tonnage. 




J IV 

fV A 

R 

D S. 



British Colonies in 1 

north America. 


States of America. 

Ships. 

‘Tons. 

Men. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

719 

50*263 

4.454 

— 


509 

35.546 

3.096 


0 

U T 

W A 

R 

D S. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 



Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

255 

16,152 

1,410 

— 


373 

3 6 »»45 

2,852 


An Account of the Imports and Exports of Rum and Sugar into and from Great Britain, 
for the Year, ending Chriftmas, 1787, with the Duties and Excife, as well as the Drawbacks 


paid thereon. 

IMP 

0 R T E 


D. 

R 

U M. 

S 

U 

GAR. 

Quantity. 

Duly of Cvjloms. 

Quantity. 


Duty of Cuftoms. 

Gallons. 

£• d. 

Cwt. qrs . 

lb. 

■ £. s. d. 

2 . 253. 6 57 

46,943 10 — 

1,926,741 3 

— 

1,187,814 12 2 


EXP 

O R T E 


D. 

R 

U M. 

S 

u 

GAR. 

Quantity. 

Drawback of Cuftoms. 

Quantity. 


Drawback of Cuftoms 

Gallons. 

£• d. 

Cun. qrs. 

lb. 

£• s. d. 

864,313 

17,899 4 2 

199,398 — 

16 

122,957 1 9 


An Account of the Quantities of Sugar, Rum, Cotton, Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, Ginger, 
Aloes, and other Goods, imported into the feveral Ports of Great Britain, from the British 
Sugar Colonies, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787, inclufive, with Duties of Cuftorns, 
payable on each Article, 

Species of Goods. Value. Species of Goods. Value. 


Drugs. Aloes Epatica, * 
Caffia Lignea, 
Radix Scrpentaria, 
Sarfaparilla, 

Other Drugs, 

Dye Stuffs Sc 1 Archclia, 
Hard W ood. J Brazilctto, 
Ebony, 


£. s. d. 
344 18 9 
1 7 o 
iz 15 o 
101 17 6 
7*365 16 9 
8172 
*>378 13 3 

3*504 *8 3 


Dye Stuffs & i Fuftic, 
HardWood J Indigo, 

Lignum vitse, 
Logwood, 
Mahogany, 
Grocery. Cocoa, 

Coffee, 

Ginger, 


£■ s. d. 

37.333 6 0 
2,634 x 7 

2,497 9 0 
81,225 3 6 
57,786 16 3 
9,884 13 7 
212,277 9 3 
11,448 16 3 
Grocery. 
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A* 

1787 Species ef Goods. 

Value. 

I- s. d. 

Species of Goods, 

Value. 

£• s. d. 

Grocery. Pimento, 

15,211 9 0 

Spirits, Rum 

203,822 

9 10 

Sugar, Brown 

2,634,686 1 6 

Tobacco, «• 

55 ° 

10 1 

Turmeric, 

1 

*-* 

—I 

O 

4 * 

O 

Tortoifefhjll, 

i .293 

6 0 

Hides, Ox or Cow, 

2,003 *5 p 

Wool, Cotton 

327,600 

8 9 

Lemons and Oranges, 

2 3 11 




Total value of aftual produce. 

£.3,613,147 

7 2 


The preceding articles are all the aftual produce of the Britifh Weft Indies, hut thofe which 
follow in this account, are either not the produce of the Weft Indies, or arc doubtful. 


Species of Goods. 

Value. 

£■ s. 

d. 

Species of Goods. 

Value. 

L s. 

d. 

Books, Bound 

56 19 

11 

Potatoes, 

0 

10 

0 

Unbound, 

1 5 

10 

I*rovifions, Bread & Bifcuit, 

28 

2 

0 

Bottles, Glafs 

26 12 

1 

Rags, 

197 

6 

7 

Corn, Wheat, Flour 

0 8 

9 

Seeds, Garden 

4 

2 

6 

Drugs, Cortex Pcruv. 

1 2 

6 

Skins, Calf, Raw 

28 

6 

8 

Oil, Palm 

164 18 

2 

Deer, in the Hair, 

69 

12 

6 

Dye Stuff's St 1 Annotto, 

3 0 

0 

Goat, Raw 

147 

*5 

0 

HardWood. J Camwood, 

119 17 

9 

Otter, 

22 

2 

4 

Nicaragua, 

' 3 . 1&7 3 

5 

Turpentine, 

77 

*3 

9 

Redwood, 

167 5 

4 

Wax, Bees 

250 

0 

0 

Saunders Red, 

13 2 

6 

Whale Fins, 

148 

IC 

0 

Shumack, 

26 0 

0 

Wines, French, 

1 

I 

5 

Elephants’Teeth, 

381 12 

5 

Madeira, 

6,544 

11 

2 

Feathers for Beds, 

1 0 

0 

Port, 

259 

12 

4 

Grocery, Rice 

2,928 7 

3 

Spanifli, 

56 

4 

5 

Hides, Indian in the Hair, 

2 14 

0 

Wood, Cedar, 

1.762 

10 

8 

Iron, Bar 

19 10 

0 

Pine Boards and Planks, 3 

6 

8 

Caft 

478 10 

7 

Staves, Barrel 

47 2 

i? 

8 

Linen, Sail Cloth, 

4 4 

4 

Staves, Ifhd. and Pipe, 

3 ,° 7 o 

l 3 

11 

Sails, foreign made 

16 3 

0 

Other Wood, 

3 , 72.5 

13 

6 

Oil, Train 

8 14 

4 

Mifcellaneous Articles, 

4,635 

12 

1 1 

Fifturcs, - ■ 

. 11 10 

0 

— 



— 


Total value of doubtful produce, 

39,106 

8 

2 

1 

Total value of aftual produce, 3,6 

1 3,147 

7 

2 


Total value of imports, 3.652,253 

*5 

4 

An 



C'C)1 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL' DEDUCTION 

A. P. 

1787 Aii Accountof the Value and Amount of Goods (being Britiflr Produce and MamifaQure) 
for Exportation to the British Sugar Colonies, from the fcveral Ports in Great Britain, from 
Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787, inclufive. 


Specks of Goods. 

/’ 

& 

d!ue, 

s. 

d. 

Spec it's of Goods. 

V 

£■ 

u!uc. 

s. 

d. 

Allum, 

1 

11 

IO 

Stuffs, plain 

1,800 

0 

0 

Apothecary's Ware, 

4 . 73 s 

11 

O 

Cyder, 

66 3 

2 

9 

Apparel Garments, 

3,670 

8 

0 

Fifh. Cod, dry 

5«9 

3 

0 

Beer, 

11,179 

3 

O 

Herrings, red 

7,926 

0 

0 

9 

Books, printed 

434 

5 

8 

Ditto, 

46,721 

16 

0 

Brafs, wrought 

13,681 

6 

2 

Salmon, falted 

754 

0 

0 

Brick, 

1,141 

2 

1 

Fifhing tackle, 

>5 

0 

0 

Cabinet Ware & Upholftcry, 

3,226 

*4 

0 

Glafs and earthen ware, 

5,626 

3 

9 

Candles, tallow 

32.OS 8 

2 

5 

Green, 

5 , 9*9 

3 

6 

wax 

3*9 

0 

0 

White flint 

426 

11 

2 

Cards, new, wool 

68 

8 

0 

For windows. 

128 

1 

3 

playing 

55 

2 

5 

Gloves, plain leather 

485 

8 

0 

Cattle, live cows and oxen, 

37 

10 

0 

Glue, 

2 

17 

0 

Horfes, 

A 597 

10 

0 

Grindleftoncs, 

887 

12 

6 

Mules, 

i ,450 

0 

0 

Gunpowder, 

1,029 

0 

2 

-Chariots and coaches, 

545 

0 

0 

Haberdafhcry, 

16,263 

*7 

11 

Coals, great 

29 

18 

9 

Hats, beaver 

*4,875 

*3 

4 

W inton meafurc 

9.246 

*3 

2 

Carolina, 

*95 

0 

0 

Colours for painters, 

4,017 

*5 

0 

Felt, 

25,723 

*3 

0 

Copper, wrought 

30,610 

6 

10 

Hoops for barrels, 

2,410 

*5 

3 

Cordage, new 

‘ 2,880 

10 

0 

Several forts. 

3,320 

11 

0 

Old 

8,933 

10 

2 

Iron, caft 

*,*53 

*9 

6 

Corn, Barley 

227 

19 

4 . 

Nails 

4,255 

10 

7 

Ditto, hulled 

374 

5 

7 

Wrought, - 1 

52,188 

6 

9 

Beans, 

6,728 

6 

1 

Lead, and bird fhot, 

4,082 

8 

5 

Oats, 

6,093 r 3 

9 

Red 

20 

*4 

0 

Oatmeal, 

, .°54 

0 

9 

White, 

27 

12 

0 

Peas, 

2,303 

>9 

0 

Leather, tanned 

3,622 

*5 

1 

Rye, 

264 

15 

7 

Wrought 

21,120 

10 

3 

Wheat, 

693 

4 

6 

Lime, 

4,385 

9 

7 

Ditto, flour 

19,020 

14 

7 

Linen, above bounty, 

22,320 

2 

6 

Cottons! Checked, 

6 » 3 0 3 

19 

0 

2s. 6d. per yard, 

16,286 

6 

3 

and F Printed for Bounty, 

5,101 

10 

0 

52d. ditto, 

I 

*3 

0 

Linens. J Ditto, not Bounty, 
6d. to i8d. before 

32,497 

18 

0 

6d. to i8d. ditto, 232,829 

Buckrams, 6d. to i8d. 

2 

0 

printed 

6d. to i8d. before 

59, 8 75 

0 

0 

ditto, 

checked, 7d. to i8d. 

87 

2 

0 

dyed 

3,212 

0 

0 

ditto, - • 

86,787 

4 

0 

Fuftians, 

20,547 

2 

0 

Ditto, 6 Jd. ditto 

703 

18 

6 

Manchcfter, 

3*» *33 

O 

0 

Ditto, 2$. 3d. ditto 

32 12 6 
Diaper, 
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A • V* 

3 7S7 Species of Goods. 

Value. 


Spec it s of Goods 

V. 

,ihtc 



£• 

s. 

d. 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

Linen, Diaper, 6d. to i8d. do. 




Ti l plates 

50 

0 

0 

for bounty 

1,22 T 

11 

0 

Tobacco pipes, 

2 57 

l 3 

0 

Ditto, not for bounty 

5 " 

0 

0 

Toys, 

103 

0 

0 

Sheeting, 6d. to i8d. 

425 

13 

b 

Vinegar, 

2 95 

7 

10 

Sailc loth, ditto 

1 VS 1 

1 2 

1 

Watches, gold 

2 55 

0 

0 

Irilb, plain, 6d. to i8d. 

3 ’-.".■•’■b 

J S 

0 

metal 

3 ° 

0 

0 

Diaper, ditto ditto 

5 

IS 

0 

filver 

225 

0 

0 

Sheeting, ditto 

J 59 

! 7 

0 

Woollen | Bays, double 

25,25° 

0 

0 

Oil, train 

1,789 

7 

5 

Goods. J- fmgle 

1,822 

18 

6 

Pantiles, 

296 18 

1 

Caps, plain, Mon¬ 




Pewter, 

4,586 

18 

10 

mouth 

400 

0 

0 

Plate, wrought hirer 

3,081 

5 

0 

■. worded 

67 

5 

0 

Provifions, Bacon and hams 

4*1 >-'■ 

5 

0 

Cloths, long 

5.^45 

•7 

6 

Beef and pork 

816 

>5 

0 

, -Dior t 

10,660 

10 

0 

Tripes 

2,084 

5 

0 

-Spanilh 

860 

0 

0 

Bread and bifeuit 

7.039 

18 

8 

Cottons, Kendal 

29,161 17 

2 

Butter, 

382 

4 

0 

Welih, 




Cheefc, 

3 > *59 

11 

9 

plains 

*97 

11 

2 

Potatoes, 

5')6 

1 

6 

Flannel, 

2.749 

10 

0 

Saddles, great 

160 

5 

0 

Prize, 

291 

*3 

4 

Salt, rock 

SO 

0 

0 

Northern dozens, 




White 

1,149 

0 

t 

fingle 

480 

0 

0 

Silk, in pieces 

7 . 9^5 

16 

10 

Pcrpets and Serges, 

186 

D 

6 

Sewing 

2,648 

0 

9 

Stockings, men’s 




Gauze, 

265 

9 

4 

worded 

945 

11 

0 

Soap, hard. 

16,161 

12 

11 

Stuffs, 

18,927 

0 

0 

Spirits, Biitifh 

3 °° 

0 

0 

—— with filk and 




Starch, 

1,190 

.14 

O 

incklc 

470 

16 

>• 

Stationary, 

2,543 

14 

0 

- with filk and 




Stained paper, 

228 

5 

6 

incklc gauze 

4 

16 

9 

Steel, 

M 3 

18 

6 

- with filk and 




Stockings, thread 

5 . 7 -M 

*9 

0 

grogram 

0 

16 

6 

Stones, Hate 

7 i 

14 

2 

- with filk and 




Sugar, fully refined 

i 2 > 53 8 

7 

3 

worded 

189 16 

r 

Thread 

520 

11 

0 

Woollens at value. 

2,829 

1 

*IO 

Tin, 

3 8 9 

4 

TO 

Miicdlaneous articles, 2 

56.103 

0 

10 





Total, 1,463,879 14 

11 








An 



664 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

A. I). 

1787 An Account of the Value and Amount of Goods (being Foreign Produce and Manufac* 
tuie) entered for Exportation to the Britiili Sugar Colonics, from the fevcral Ports in Great 
Britain, from Clniilmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787; dillinguifhing fuch Goods as have been 
intpoitcd by the Eafi India Company. 


Species 0/Goods. 

J'alue. 


Species of Goods. 

I'alut. 




s. 

d. 


L' 

.r. 

d. 

Beads, coral 

1 

4 

10. 

Dye Stuffs. Saffron, 

20 

8 

6 

Books, bound 

16 

0 

0 

Smalts, 

O 

16 

8 

Boxes, pills 

. 2 9 

C 

3 

Feathers for beds, 

28 

14 

2 

Brimftonc, 

11 r 

1 

9 

Flax, rough 

85 

0 

0 

Bugle, great 

43 

7 

6 

Fifli, cod 

5 S 

0 

0 

Corn. Beans, 

437 

8 

9 

Grocery. Almonds, fwcct 

45 

9 

3 

Oats, 

981 

8 

11 

Annifecds, 

6 

18 

8 

Oatmeal, 

92 

iS 

0 

Barley, pearl 

24 

17 

2 

Wheat flour, 

12 

1 

6 

Cinnamon, 

66 

10 

0 

Drugs. Almonds, bitter 

4 

IS 

1 

Cloves, 

62 

16 

•> 

0 

Aloes Cicotrina, 

2 

s 

4 

Coffee, 

1 

10 

11 

- Epatica, 

\ 

IS 

3 

Currants, 

3D 

0 

0 

Antimonium Crudum 

O 

6 

0 

Figs, 

’4 

3 

7 

Affa Foetida, 

s 

6 

10 

Mace, 

124 

18 

6 

Camphire, unrefined 

0 

10 

0 

Nutmegs, 

9 1 

1 

8 

Cantharidcs, 

1 99 

1 

0 

Pimento, 

0 

2 

4 

Caflia Lignea, 

186 

18 

4 

Prunes, 

5 ° 

2 

6 

Cardamoms, 

0 

8 

9 

Raifins, Denia 

28 

11 

0 

Cortex Peruv. 

940 

2 

6 

- Lipra 

46 

11 

8 

Cream of Tartar, 

6 

10 

4 

—. - — Smyrna 

32 

16 

2 

Gambogium, 

0 

16 

3 

- Solis 

45 f ’ 

14 

0 

Gum Arabic, 

1 

10 

0 

Rice 

429 

i 

2 

Jallap, 

74 

2 

1 1 

Sugar, brown 

6 

5 

11 

Ifinglafs, 

4 

0 

0 

Turmeric, 

0 

1 

8 

Juniper berries, 

>3 

18 

1 

Ilats, chip and ftraw 

19 

7 

6 

Manna, 

88 

12 

8 

Inclc, wrought 

104 

8 

0 

Myrrh, 

8 

12 

9 

Iron, bar 

1,888 

17 

S 

Oil perfumed. 

6 

19 

6 

Lace, bone 

2 

7 

n 

Opium, 

81 

16 

3 

Linens. Cambrics 

1.997 

8 

7 

Quickfilver, 

6 3 

1 

6 

Canvafs, Heffens 

45 8 >7 

S 

Radix Ipccacuana, 

46 

1 

3 

.— — fpruce 

1,673 16 

11 

—-Serpcntaria, 

16 

12 

0 

Damafk Silcfia nap- 




Saccarum Saturn i, 

9 

10 

4 

kening 

24 

0 

4 

Sarfaparilla, 

40 

14 

8 

-ditto tabling 

ns 

0 

2 

Senna, 

46 

7 

9 

Diaper Silefia napken 

- 



Succus Liquoritise, 

1 

10 

0 

ing 

129 

11 

4 

Drugs at value. 

275 H 

9 

Diaper Silcfia tabling 

57 

»5 

10 

Dye fluffs. Annotto, 

5 

16 

8 

—..—- Ruflia narrow 




Brazil, 

11 

0 

3 

under half ell 

76 

6 

9 






Linens. 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 
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Species of Goods. 

Value, 


Species of Goodsi 

V:dnt\- 


c 

5 . 

d. 


£■ 

.r. 

J. 

Linens. Germany broad under 




Oil, train 

23 

18 

1 

36 inches 1,072 

18 

3 

Provifions. Bacon and hanss, 88 

18 

6 

-narrow 23 

. 7.54 

16 

11 

Beef 

16.403 

O 

0 

.—..ditto fiiipcd 

1 '3 

18 

6 

Blend and bifeuits 26 

0 

0 

Holland and Flanders 




Butter 

8,106 

<3 

0 

under is 1-8 ell 

54 

5 

* 

4 

Fork 

16,673 

18 

•j. 

Irilh plain 6Id. to iSJ. 




Silk wrought crapes 

lM 3 

16 

a 

for bounty 12,678 

0 

0 

Spirits, brandy 

706 

t 7 

l 

--(heeling, ditto, 

73 

6 

0 

Gen-V.i 

8-0 

8 

0 

-plain, not for bounty 65 

12 

(> 

Rum 

1,920 

0 

0 

Lawns, Silefia Holland 




’Fallow, 

78l 

4 

7 

\vh t ted 

923 

18 

0 

Thread, fillers 

2 

12 

0 

O 

rt 

f— « 

c 

1 




Tobacco, 

961 

3 

9 

land whited 2 

,566 

12 

0 

Wax, bees 

> 

18 


Ruffin bmad above 




Water, Fyrmont 

3 

3 

9 

2 :> - 1 

,°45 

3 

11 

Amines. Canary, 

72 

9 

s 

- above 31 J 

586 

8 

9 

French 

'5.834 

5 3 

4 

- above 36 4,809 

t 4 

5 

Madeira 

1,152 

1 

2 

- drilling 

247 

>5 

6 

Port 

5 < 33 6 

9 

2 

- narrow 

467 

3 

3 

Rhenilh 

1 9O 

5 

1 

- fail cloth 

5 

>3 

4 

Spanith - 

2 » 3'5 

*9 

9 

Ticks 

1 20 

1 

0 

Other wines 

O r, 

- O 

16 

1 

Mats, Rutiia 

O 

T ••» 

a 

Wood. Deals, ordinary 

20 

9 

S 

Oil, ordinary 

38 

6 

3 

Staves, barrel 

54 

18 

1 

idled “ 

438 

j 1 

0 

Timber, fir 

• # 

.5 

4 

0 





Total, 

123,209 

16 

0 

(:..on> tMt'ORTt n 

by the 

East India Company. 




Spaiis :J Goods. 

J \iluc. 


Species of Goods. 

Value. 



£■ 

s* 

d. 


r. 

-I. 

d. 

China ware, - 1,646 

2 

9 

Grocery, tea 

O 

04 

QC 


4 

Hot ax refined. 

2 

0 

0 

Piece goods,. Bengal rated 

797 

l6 

7 

Rhubaib, - t 

, 101 

12 

9 

Ditto, unrated 

r 43 6 9 

1 

*T 

4 

Pepper, 

481 

*7 

4 

Saltpctic, 

57 

O 

8 

Sago, 

1 25 

3 

5 



— 

— 

Value of Eaft India goods. 



“ 

- - ** 

24,919 

l 4 

9 

Value of Foreign produce, 



~ 

- 

123,209 

16 

O 

Total value of Brililh produce, 




— * 

,--,463,879 

*4 

1 J 

Total value of goods exported to 

the Weft Indies, 

. 

! ,612,009 

5 

I C 

Total value of Goods imported from the Weft Indies, 

3 > 652.253 

>5 

4 

Total value of goods exported to 

the Wen Indies 

y “ 

1,012,009 

5 

lo 

lixeefs, ” " 


- 

- 

m m 

2,040,244 

9 

6 


Vox.. IV. 4 P An. 
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A. D* 

17S7 


An Account of the Number and Tonnage of the Ships laden in China for the Eaft India 

Company, in the Seafon 1786-7. 


Skip. Builders Mat- Chartered Tonnage laden Kintladgr laden Total!one 

furement. onnage . in China. in England. on Moat 


Duke of Montrofe, 

762 

Northumberland, 

784 

Southampton, 

758 

Eatl Cornwallis, 

774 

Contraftor, 

777 

Stormont, 

737 

Royal Charlotte, 

85S 

Neptune, 

809 

Ranger, 

537 

Pitt, 

779 

Bridgewater 

799 * 

Pigot,' 

7 6 5 

Chapman, 

538 

Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, 810 

Lord North 

777 

Carnatic, 

779 

Valentine, 

790 

Vanfittart, 

828 

Sulivan, 

876 

Fort William, 

798 

Ponfborne, 

804. 

General Goddard; 

799 

Europa, 

772 

Middlefex, 

852 

Earl of Mansfield,, 

782 

York, 

867 

Royal Bifhop, 

708 

Mars, 

696 

London, 

836 

29 fhips. 

22,448 


7 55 

686 

92 

755 

741- 

92 

758 

716 

92 

755 

694 

92 

758 

761 

92 

7-3 

678 

88v 

758 

850 

92 

758 

772 

92 

537 

467 

66 

755 

669 

92 

755 

732 

92 

758 

795 

92 

538 

576 

66 

— 

670 

— 

758 

74 i 

92 

758 

709 

92 

755 

663 

92 

758 

687 

92 

755 

769 

92 

755 

753 

92 

758 

776 

92 

755 

73 ° 

92 

755 

74 2 

92 

755 

7 35 

92 

75 s 

743 

92 

758 

874 

92 

720 

724 

86 

696 

659 

85 

758 , 

98 1 

92 

20,615 

20,993, 

2,507 


778 

8 33 

808 

786 

**53 

766 

942 

864 

533 

761 

824 

887 

642 

670 

833 
801 

7 S 5 

779 

861 

845 

868 

822 

8 34 
827 

835 
966 
810 
744 
973 


23,500 


There were hkewife 19 fhips, meafuring 16,121 tons, builder’s meafurement, 
the Eaft India Company to China, for. the feafon 17 88-9. 


configncd by 


I 
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An Account of the Quantity and Sorts of Tea imported in this Year, in the twcnty-feven 

_. • 1 /• . 


Ships which arrived from China. 
Bobca, 

Congou, 

Souchong, 

Singlo, 

Hvfon, 


Neat lb 1. 

6,493,816 

4,266,136 

r, 113,900 

S.3SS.2SI 

1 . 623.572 


Total, 


18,852,675 


An Account of the Amount of the Silver fent from England to China, in the Eaft India 
Company’s Ships, for three Years, diftinguifliing the Amount in each Year. 



On Account of the Company. 

Ditto of private Pcrfons. 

Totals. 

7 re:> 

c 

£■ 

& 

17 s 5 > 

— 704,259 

—-— 

704.259 

1786, 

- 694,960 

— 7,223 — 

702,183 

17S7. 

- 625,384 

— . 35.326 — 

660,710 

Total amount, 2,024,603 

42,549 

2,067,152 


An account of the quantity of Britifh Corn exported, and of Foreign Corn imported and 
exported for the year 1781, as taken from theCuflom-houfc books. 

Brit/Jh, exported. Foreign , imported. Foreign, exported. 



4,2. 

Bujh. 

®>s. 

Bijh. 

fhs. Bujh. 

Barley, — 

19,884 

7 

O.783 

3 

Uo 

K> 

O 

O 

Keans, — 

10,114 

0 

36,912 

5 

893 0 

Oats, — 

11,151 

5 

Co 

4 ^* 

00 

Un 

7 

2,112 5 

Oatmeal, — 

•> IC 7 

0 

1.793 

0 


Pcrs, — 

6,376 

6 

5,266 

6 

3*8 2 

Rye, — 

12,683 

3 

2,702 

0 


W heat, — 

75 360 

4 

46,973 

1 

335 1 




Cwt. 

qrs. lbs. 

Cwt. qrs, ibs 

Wheat Flour, — 

43,946 

0 

9.741 

0 6 

381 2 7 

M alt, 

111,016 

0 





The following arc the bills relative to trade and commerce which palled during this feflion. 
A bill againft unlawful lotteries. 

For eftablifiling a conveyance of letters between Milford Haven and Waterford. 

To regulate the commercial intorcourfc between the Britilh colonics and United States of 
America. 

To regulate the Britifh fifhery. 

For repealing the feveral duties on culloms and cxc.ifc, and granting other duties in lieu 
thereof; and for applying the faid duties, with the other duties compofing the public revenue ; 

4 P 2 for 



f>£’2 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION- 
a. n. 

17^87 for permitting the importation of certain goods, wares and merchandize, the produce or nu- 
nufaftorv of the European dominions of the French King, into this kingdom. 

To perpetuate two afts, 15th and 17th of George III. relative to promillbry notes and bill- 
of exchange. 

For encouraging the arts of defigning and printing linens, &c. by veiling the property there 
efin thedefigners, printers, &c. for a limited time. 

To farm the pofl-horfe duties. 

For allowing the importation and exportati6n of certain goods in Jamaica, Grenada, Do* 
minica and New Providence, under certain refitions. 

To allow further time for the inrollment of deeds and wills made by Papifts, &c. 

F or granting certain duties on glafs imported, Ac, 

Refpefting vcflels and boats liable to feizure by an aft of the 24th of George 111 . for pro- 
venting fmuggling, and alfo relative to the duties on wine and oil Balks, foreign geneva and 
ebony. 

For making an allowance to the dealers in foreign wines, for the flock in their pofleflion a 
certain time, Ac. 

Relative to the importation of raw hides from Ireland and Britilh America ; to the exporta¬ 
tion of wheat, Ac. to the Britilh fugar colonies; to prohibiting the exportation of tools and 
utenfils in the iron and heel manufactories, and to prevent the fcducing of aitificers ;*and lot 
granting a bounty on the exportation of certain Britilh and lrilh linens. 


The following arc the variations of the public funds during tliis year, with the highelt and 
loweil prices arranged oppollte to each month. 




Bunk 

p h' r 

5 

£l. iit» 

:C 
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3 5 

(> 
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f 

1 

15G 

| 74 J 

73: 

93 ; 

no 

•22^- 

• 1 3 s 

163 
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A. •>. 

1787 


OF TIIE ORIGIN OP COMMERCE. 

Supplies granted by Parliament for this year:— 

For the navy, — — — 

For the army, — — — —. 

For the ordnance, — ■*- — 

Mifcellancous ferviccs, — — — 

Deficiencies, — — — — 


Total Supplies, 

The Ways and Means for railing the foregoing Supplies. 
Land tax and duty on malt. — — 

To be applied out of the linking fund, — •— 

Exchequer bills, — — — — 

Surplus of the confolidatcd fund, — — 

Imprcft monies remaining in the Exchequer, — — 

Army Caving;, — — — — 

Money granted for the army in 178;, remaining in the Exchequer, 

Total of Ways and Means, — 

Total amount of Supplies granted, ■ 

Exccfs of Ways and Means, — 


L- 

s • 

669 

d. 

2,286,000 

0 

0 

1,876,287 

6 

9 

328,576 

1 7 

3 

5 > 7 2 3> ol 7 

18 

3 l 

1,675,717 

J S 

~ b 

11,889,599 

17 

5 i 

i- 

s. 

d. 

2,750,000 

0 

O 

1,226,072 

2 

1 1 z 

256,875 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

0 

2,400,000 

0 

0 

74,102 

9 

to 

44,806 

2 

7 

180,000 

0 

0 

12,431,855 

FS 

4 i 

11,889,599 

>7 

5 s‘ 


5-T-.M5 5 7 ic-; 


An account of the cluiftemngs and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 


Chriftened, males 8,929 Buried, males 9,821 

— - —females 8,579 -females 9,528 


17,508 


’9-349 


1788 Before we enter upon the hiftorv of this year, we mull; refer to the clofe of the preceding one, 
when in confcquence of a notification from the Court of France, that his Cluillian Ma- 
jdly intended to ’.'.(lift the States of Holland againft any invafion or hofliie attempts ftoni the 
King of Ptullia, an augmentation took place during the hill luminer in our navy and army, 
and fuch preparations were made as checked the. purpofe of France, and tended gicativ to re- 
clhiblilh tire couflitutioml government of the Dutch Republic. 

On the 27th of November, his Majefty opened the fifth lelhon of the prefent Parliament by 
the following fpcech from the throne: 

“ My Lvr-is and Gcntumcn, 

“ At the clofe of the I a 11 feffion T informed you of the concern with which I obferved the 
difputcs unhappily i'ubitiling in the Republic of the United Provinces. Their fituation loon 
afrci wards became morec'iitical and alarming, and the danger which threatened their confuta¬ 
tion and independence, Reined likely, in its confcqucncc, to alTeft the futurity and intcrdU 

ol 
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1788 of my dominions. No endeavours were wanting, on my part, to contribute by my good of* 
frees to the reftoration of tranquillity and the maintenance of the lawful government; and I 
alfo thought it neceflary to explain my intention of counteracting all forcible interference on 
the part of France, in the internal affairs of the Republic. Under thefe circuinftances, the 
King of PrufTia having taken meafures to enforce his demand of fatisfaftion for the infult of¬ 
fered to the Princefs of Orange, the party which lmd ufurped the government of Holland ap¬ 
plied to the Moll Chriftian King for aftiftancc, who notified to me his intention of granting 
their rcqueil. In conformity to the principle which I had before explained, I did not hefitate, 
on receiving this notification, to declare, that I could not remain a quiet fpeffator of the arm¬ 
ed interference of France, and I gave immediate orders for augmenting my forces both by lea 
and land. In the courfe of thele tranlaftions I alfo thought proper to conclude a treaty with 
the Landgrave of Helfc Cailel, by which I fecured the aififtance of a coufiderablc body of 
troops in cafe my fervicc fliould require it. In the mean time, the rapid fuccefs of the Prulfir.it 
troops under the conduft of the Duke of Brunfwick, while it was the means of obtaining the 
reparation demanded by the King of Pruffia, enabled the provinces to deliver themlllves from 
the oppreflion under which they laboured, and to re-eftablifh their lawful government. All 
fubjefts ofconteft being thus removed, an amicable explanation took place between me and the 
Moft Chridian King, and declarations have been exchanged by our refpeflive Miniilcrs, by 
which we have agreed mutually to difann, and to place our naval cftablilhments on the fame 
footing as in the beginning of the prefent year. It gives me the greateft fatisfaiffion, that the 
important events which I have communicated to you, have taken place without dilturhing my 
fubje&s in the enjoyments of the bleffings of peace; and I have great pleafure in acquainting 
you, that I continue to receive from all foreign powers the fullcfl affuiances of their pacific 
and friendly dilpofition towards this country. 1 muff, at the fame time, regret that the tran¬ 
quillity of one part of Europe is unhappily interrupted by the war which has broken out be¬ 
tween Ruffia and the Porte. A convention has alfo been agreed upon between me and the 
Moft Chriftian King, explanatory of the thirteenth article of the laft treaty of peace, and cal¬ 
culated to prevent jealoufies and difputes between out refpeftive fubjefts in the Eaft Indies.— 
I have ordered copies of the fevcral treaties to which I have referred, and of the declaration and 
counter-declaration exchanged at Vcrfaillcs, to be laid before you.” The fpeech concluded 
with a particular mention of the extraordinary expenccs which the fituation of affairs rendered 
neceffary, and a general aliulion to the fiourifhing ftate of the commerce and revenues of the 
country. 

The ufual addrefF-s were moved in both Houfes, and carried ncminc contradlccnte. 

On the 29th of November the Chancellor of the Exchequer prefented the following papers 
to the Houfe by the King’s command. 

An Account of the Charges incurred by the late Armament, delivered by the Secretary 

at War. 

Expencc of the augmented eftabliflunent of the foot guards and regiments £. s. d. 
infantry, between the 24th of September, and 24th of December, 1787,111- 
clufive, — ~ — — — 40.387' 10 8 

Ditto of the additional military and hofpital ftaff for the Weft Indies, 
from the dates of the refpe&ivc appointments during the period before fpe- 
eified, — — — — — 700 43 


Carried over, 


41,087 14 11 
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Brought forward, 

Levy money for the recruits raifed by the foot guards beyond their former 

eftablifhment, — _ _ _ _ 

Continuation of full pay and allowances to the officers of 
the eleven companies, from the 9th of Movember, 1787, to 
the 24th of December following, — .— 2,195 10 6 

Deduft the favings of the half-pay of the (aid officers, from 
the 24th of September, to the 24th of December, 2,016 15 1 

Difference, — — _ _ 

Expence of extraordinary marches, _ _ _ 

Camp equipage and hofpitai bedding, — _ 

Medicines, — — — _ _ 

Total, 


41,087 14 u 


178 IS 

700 o 
15.34-b 8 
1.830 5 

59.878 4 


An Eftimatc of the Expences incurred by the Augmentation and Equipment of his Majefly's 
Naval Forces, fince the 18th of September laft, dated from the Navy Office, 27th Nov. 1787. 

* £• s ’ d. 

Six months freight of 5,023 tons of tranfports, — — 15,389 18 9 

Charge of fitting and {lores, — — — 1,990 8 3 

Freight and wages of 28 tenders — — " — 8,594 8 6 

Fitting and flores, — — — — 2.635 10 io 

Rigging and fupplying with {lores fix forty gun ffiips, — 4,000 o o 

Impreftcd to pay bounty to fcamen, — — — 7,700 o o 

Mote may be wanted for the like fcrvicc, — 6,000 o o 

Charge of procuring men on ffiore, — — — 4,396 19 7 

Amount of advanced price on hemp purchafed, — — 10,000 o o 

Lofs on victualling the army tranfports, — — 5,000 o o 

More for compromifing bargains for provifions for the fleet at home and 
abroad, — — — — — 20,000 o o 

A computed amount of the general charges, under the heads of wages, 
wear, tear and victualling, — — — 74,700 o o 

Gratuity to officers and feamen who have entered fince the 18th of Sep¬ 
tember, and arc now to be paid off and dil'charged, — 15,000 o 0 


20,000 


74,700 


Total, 


15,000 o 0 
1 75.407 5 n 


Expences incurred by the Office of his Majefty’s Ordnance on Account of the late 

Armament. 

Regiment of Artillery. £. s . , 

Raffing and arming an augmentation of one bombadicr and ten gunners 
per company, amounting to 440 men, to the royal regiment of artillery, 
with the pay of the fame to the 31ft of December, 1787, — 5,193 6 

Carried over, 5,193 6 
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Brought forward, 

Arms for *he augmentation to forty-nine battalions and £, s, 
fern new railed regiments of foot, — — j 3,295 5 

As it is not neccflhry immcdiatelv to replace the 
above arms, no demand is made on this ellimate. 

Ammunition and intrenching tools for fundry regiments 
of foot ordered on fervicc, — * — 442 17 

Tents to fundiy regiments ordered on fcrvice, 2,(163 17 


d, 

o 


a 

0 


Stores, Ac. for the Navy. 


f*‘ s \ dl. 

5,193 6 8 


3.106 14 o 


To replace ordnance llores fupplied to the navy and expcnccs incurred in 
tlie fcveral ports of Great Britain on account of the late armament, com¬ 
puted at about — — •— — — 10,000 o o 


Total of army cilirmtes, 

Ditto navy, — 

Ditto ordnance and llores, 

Total cxpcnce of the armament. 


Total, iS,30o o 8 

— 59,878 4 o 

“ 175,407 5 u 

— 18,320 o 8 

“ 233,583 to 7 


On the 4th of December, 1787, Mr. Grenville called the attention of Parliament to the fixa¬ 
tion of the trade between the ports oftbe United States of America, and his Majcfty’s fubjcfls in 
the illandof Newfoundland, in the articles of bread, flour, Indian corn, live Hock, &c. A 
ilatute already exifted for the regulation of this trade, arid the nccclTity of continuing it .troll- 
from the trade in queflion having increafcd and profpered beyond all expectation, to the niani- 
feft advantage of Newfoundland. When this bill had been originally introduced into the 
Jloufe, its duration had been limited to the period of a linglc year ; and it had been confident¬ 
ly aiUrtcJ at that time, that Newfoundland could not pallidly cxitl without a free and unre- 
ftramed trade to America; and that in confequencc of the peace the Britilh filhery on the 
Banks of Newfoundland mufl be totally annihilated ; but from the evidence of three years, the 
lcverfe of this prtdiclion had been verified. The Britifli Newfoundland lifncry not only cx- 
illed, but profpered under a politic rdlralnr and prudent limitation of its trade; infomuch, 
tlrat it never had been i'o llounihiug as it was at the prefent period. The number of Britilh 
Blips and men employed in this filhery had been doubled fincc the termination of the war, 
and the quantity of fifh taken had alfo been increafcd in an equal proportion. In faff, the 
Britifh fifhcry had incrcafeJ, and Bill was incrcafing in the mod rapid manner, while that of 
Franee had hitherto declined, and Hill continued to decline in an almoil proportionable ratio. 
Not more than 7,000 Britilh feamen had been employed in the year 1785; but, in the year 
17S7, the number employed was 14,000: whereas the French had employed 7,000 feamen in 
this trade in 1786, and in the year 1787 the number had decreafcd to fomewhat under 6,000. 
In 1786, the French took 426,000 quintals of fifh, and in the year following 128,000 quintals 
v.as the full amount of their taking. On the contrary, in the year 1786, the Britilh filhers 
A certain 
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1788 took only 470,000 quintals, but in the fuccceding year, 731,000. Hence it is evident of how 
great importance the Newfoundland fiihery is to this kingdom, as well with regard to the nra- 
iiufafturing interefls ot Great Unwin, as to its grand interfiling charafteriftic, that of being a 
couftant and elFeuiial nurleiy for Britilh lcainen. 'l ire exifting llatute, and which was on the 
point ot expiring, had been made to continue for two years, and it was now propofed to con¬ 
tinue it tor two yeais longer. Upon thefe principles, a bill was brought in to confirm, for a 
certain limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of America, and his 
Majcfty’s fubjc&s in the ill and of Newfoundland, kc. 

On the aSth ot May, in this year, Mr. Pitt rofe to move for leave to bring in a bill relative 
to that part of the Newfoundland filhcrv, which, by the laft treaty of peace with France, was 
ceded to that nation, obferving, that he would not detain the Houfe long, nor go into the 
diicufiion ot the fubject at large, hut referve a more extended inveftigation for a fubfequent 
ftage of the bufinefs, when the Houfe lhould have the bill before them. He would only, there¬ 
fore, for the prelent, take a general view of the fubjeft. He reminded the Houfe of the flot¬ 
ation in which the filheries of Newfoundland had been placed, in rcfpccl to us and the French, 
. by the treaty of Utrecht, and in what meafurc that ftuation was vatied bv the lull treaty of 
peace. A declaration upon this fubjedt had been fincc fgned and exchanged by the two 
Courts, in which there was no drift engagement with the Court of France, that Ihc lhould 
enjoy an cxclufive right to the whole of the ffiery in the places therein fpccifivd (from Cape 
Bonavifta to Cape St, John, and thence to Cape Rave) but only a flipulation to prevent 'the 
Britilh fubjofts from molefting them. He explained his condruftion of thefe flipulations, 
and dwelt upon the didinftion between that foit of concurrence which moleftcd, or tend¬ 
ed to moled, and that which did not. He faid, his opinion was for afting under a liberal con¬ 
druftion of that declaration, in proof of our good faith, and fincere defire to preferve the full 
extent of the meaning of the article that referred to the fifth article of the definitive treaty.— 
Mr. Pitt Hated the policy of England’s keeping as feparate as podible the filheries of the two 
countries, fince an intermixture might create jealouly, and make the French acquainted with 
our mode of curing the fifh, and alfothofe particulars, that gave us fo evident a luperiority in 
that important branch of Britilh commerce. He thought it would be right to give notice, that 
the ftipulations of the treaty appeared to relate only to the coafts of Newfounuland, and that 
clearly the French had no right to the inland fiihery, or to that in the rivers and creeks, where, 
it feems, excellent faimon filheries abound. They had a right, however, to filh in the mouths 
of the rivers for faimon. He explained the utility of uniting both the filheries, urging the ex¬ 
treme disadvantage that mull refult from the French being confined to one fpecies of fiihery, 
either that of the cod, or that of the faimon ; and after dating that the lofs of the faimon fiih¬ 
ery would amount to between 5,000! and 6,oool. a year, he concluded with moving for leave 
to bring in a bill “ To enable his Majcfty to make fuch regulations as may be nccclfary for 
preventing the inconvcniencics which might arife from the competition of his Majedy’s fub- 
jefts, and thofe of the Mod Chridian King, in carrying on the fiihery on the coads of the 
ifiand of Newfoundland.” 

On the 5th of February, the Houfe went into a committee, to take into confederation the 
petitions of the corn didillcrs of London and Scotland. 'Flic nature of this bufinefs was as 
follows In the year 1786, an aft of Parliament palfed, by which the Scotch didillcrs were 
not to be fubjefted to the vilits of excifc officers, nor to pay according to the quantity of (pints 
that they lhould aftually didil; but that they lhould take out a licence, for which they lhould 
Vol. IV. *4 0. pay 
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1788 pay il. 10s. per'annum for every gallon which each (till contained, which would amount to 
iod. per gallon on the quantity that it was fuppofed they would be able to diflil annually : but 
by the Scotch working their ftills fometimes four, and fometimes fix times in the 24 hours, the 
duty did not in fa£t amount to one penny per gallon ; fo that the Scotch were thus enabled to 
underfcll the Englilh in the London market. They had aftually imported into England the 
whole of the quantity that it was fuppofed they would have diftilied in the year, and 90,000 
gallons over; fo that they had the whole of their home confumption duty, free : in fhort, the 
leading principle of this bill was to give the Scotch the full command over their own matket, 
but it had never been in the contemplation of the legiflature to enable the Scotch diflillers to 
meet the diftillcrs of London on the Englifh market under fupetior advantages, Befides, in 
its prefent Hate, there was a very wide door open for frauds on the revenue; as it had been 
proved, at a former period, before a committee of the Houfe of Commons, that in one year 
300,000 gallons of fpirits diftilied in Scotland had been imported into England, more than all 
the fpirits diftilied in Scotland that were paid ‘duty for. The duty paid by the London diftiller 
was 2s. 9d. per gallon, in Scotland it was nominally iod. but in reality not more than from 
2(d. to 3d. to which the import of 2s. being added, the whole would make 2s. 3d. or there¬ 
abouts. It was therefore propofed by the Miniftcr, by way of equalizing the duties in both 
kingdoms, that an additional duty of 6d. per gallon fhould be laid upon fpirits diftilied in 
Scotland and brought into England. * As the bill of 1786 was palled for two years, it became, 
undoubtedly, that fort of compaft between the legiflature and the diflillers of Scotland for a 
limited period, of which nothing but very ftrong circumftanccs would warrant an abrogation ; 
but it was evident, as well for the fake of the revenue, as for the profperity of the Englifh dif- 
tillers, that though there were but about five months to come before the aft of 1786 expired, 
an alteration of the duty was abfolutely neceflary. Indeed, this equalizing duty mud be con- 
fidered merely as a temporary expedient, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in confidcring 
the matter, declared it to be the intention of Government to undertake a full revifion of the 
iubjeft, with a view to a new law, that might put the diftilleries of England and Scotland, rc- 
fpcftivcly, on a fair and equitable footing. For the prefent, however, a bill was palled for 
impofing “ fix-pcnce per gallon on all fpirits brewed or made from corn, malt, grain, or tilts; 
or from cyder, perry, or othci walh or liquor, made or brewed from any fort of Britilh mate¬ 
rials; or from wort or wafli made from melalfcs or fugar; or from foreign refufed wine, orany 
mixture from the ftrength of one to ten over hydrometer proof,- which fhal! be imported into 
England from that part of Great Britain called Scotland.” 

The commercial intercourse between tire fubjefts of his Majcfty’s dominions, and the inha¬ 
bitants of the countries belonging to the United States of America, and of the foreign id,!,ids 
in the Weft Indies, had been hitherto carried on under the authority of annual afts of Pail la¬ 
ment; but it was at this time very wifely propofed to fubjeft that part of it which related to 
the trade carried on between the United States and the Britilh Weft India I(lands to more per-, 
tnanent regulations. Every one had naturally defired, if it were pc (hide, that the fupply of 
lumber, grain, provisions and f:fh, for the ufc of the W r cft India lll.mds, might be conveyed 
in Btitilh bottoms fot the benefit and incrcafc of our navigation; but it had been a matter of 
doubt with many, whether a fufficient fupply of tliefe articles could he ptocurcd, if American 
Blips were excluded fiom our illands. Tire cxpeiicnce, however, of five vears had at length 
proved that fuch apprehenfiens were without foundation ; for fo long had rhe experiment been 
tried ; and thcrcfult was, that under fuels a icgulalion the trade had flouriflicd and improved 

l'o 
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1788 To much, that it was, during the lad year, carriedcn to a much mors con lids rable extent than 
in any year preceding the laic war. The cjuantity of lumber and provifums lent from Ame- 
jira tef the Weft India Illands liad been fully fufficient for their fupply, and our rum fetched a 
bfetter price than it had hitherto done. From this policy alio of employing Britilh bottoms 
only, tltc planters liad reaped great advantages, and the navigation of the empire had been in- 
creafed, as we nowwmploy every year near 40,000 tons of dripping, and near-5,000 fenrnen in 
that trade alone. On thefe principles a bill was brought into Parliament, on the 12th of Fe¬ 
bruary, to fettle the commercial intercoui lc'bctween the United States of America and tiic Btr- 
ti(h Weft India lilauds on a morn permanent footing. 1 n the courfe of the debate on this.fub- 
jcfl, it was allcrted by Mr. Alderman Watfon, one of the reprefentatives of the city of Lon¬ 
don, that, although the Britilh Weft India iflands could not yet be wholly fuppiicd with pro- 
viiions and lumber without the aid of America, he was confident that, in a very fliort time, 
Canada would be able to furnith them wholly with ptovilions, and New Brunfwick with 
lumber. 

It bad been refolvcd, in the month of Oftober 1787, when his Majcfty had reafon to he 
alarmed, and to look with more than common anxiety to the fafety and prefervation of evety 
part of the Britilh dominions, to fend out four additional regiments for the better proteftien 
of our Indian poffeftions; nor was the defign takcp up as a temporary, but with a.vicw to a 
pennanent eftabiifitment of his Majcfty‘s troops in India. At that time, no unwillingnefs to 
receive the regiments on board the Company’s fhipsand provide for their fupportin India, had 
been intimated by the Court of Direftors; but, on the contrary, the meafure had been con- 
fidcred as a wile one, and the fuggeftion of it had given univerfal latisfaftion. Since, how¬ 
ever, the threatening ftorm had been difpened, far different fentiments prevailed. Some of 
the Directors, at leaft, were of •pinion, that unlcfs they made a requifition to Government 
for further military affiftancc, they had it in their option .to bear, or to refufe to be^r, the ex- 
pence of any additional regiments of his Majefty’s army which might be lent to India; and this 
opinion feemed to be, in a great meafure, grounded on the aft of 1781, by which the Eaft 
1 ndia Company were bound to pay for fuch of his Majefty’s troops as had, by their requifiti m, 
been fent to India. This idea had been much agitated without doors, arid the Direftors liad 
thought proper to confult different Counfcl of eminence on the fubjeft. 

In this bufmefs two quellions naturally arofe.—Fil'd, Whether the King had a right to fend 
his troops to any part of his dominions; and fccondly, If he fent them to India, who ought 
to defray the cxpcncc ? That his Majcfty had an undoubted right, by his royal prerogative, to 
direft the diftribution of his army, no one can, with any colour of reafon, difputc. The 
only point, therefore, which offered itlclf for difcuffion was, whether, if his Majcfty, by 
virtue of his prerogative, thought proper to lend four additional regiments to India, the ex- 
pence of fending them, and their fupport, ought to be provided for out of the revenues of 
India, which they protefted. It was certainly the opinion of Minifters, that by the aft of 
1784, the authority and power of the Court of Direftors, touching the military and political 
concerns of India, and alfo the collcftion, management, and application of the revenue^ of 
the territorial poffeftions, was transferred to the Board of Controul, which might direft the 
appropriation of thefe revenues, in the manner that to them Ihould appear to be moft for the 
public advantage ; but as doubts had been entertained by others, and the opinions of Counfcl, 
confirming thofe doubts, had been taken, all of which had gone abroad into the world, it was 
coniidcrcd as a ncceftary meafure to call upon the different branches of the legiflature to remove 
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1788 thofe doubts in the moft effectual way by a bill. It was certainly very evident that, on the 
prefent occafion, the four regiments might,, on board the Company’s fhips, be fent out to 
India at a very inconfiderable ex pence; whereas, if tranfports had been fpecially provided for 
that purpofe, the expcnce muft have been enormous. To oblige the Company, therefore, to 
pay the expence out of their Indian revenues, as had already been intimated to them by the 
Commiffioners of Controul, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, on the 5th of February, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a bill for removing any doubts refpe&ing the power of the 
commiffioners for the affairs of India, to direft that the expence of raffing, tranfporting, and 
■ maintaining fuch troops as may be judged neccflary for the fecurity of the Britifh territories 
and poffeffions in the Eaft Indies, fho'uld be defrayed out of the revenues arffing from the faid 
territories and pofleffions.” This bill was fupported and oppofed in evejry llage of it by all the 
great abilities of both houfes, and at length received the Royal affent. 

A bill to prevent the exportation of wool, underwent, in the courfe of this feffion, a great 
‘ deal of parliamentary difeuffion, both in debate and at the bar of the Houfc. The quellion 
feemed to turn upon the fuperior claim to advantage pofleffed by the wool-grower and the ma¬ 
nufacturer. It appeared, after all, from the arguments on both fides, that the wool-grower 
had but little to hope, and the manufacturers much to fear from its rejection ; it was therefore 
a more prudent mcafure to keep pace,with the fears that were great, titan with the hopes that 
were little. The bill accordingly pafled. 

On the 6th day of ^lay, the following refolutions, relative to the Eaft India Company, were 
agreed to in the Houfc of Commons : 

“ Firft, That it appears, that the fum total of debts owing by the Eaft India Company, in 
the different fcttlements in the Eaft Indies, exclufivc of the fums for which bills have been 
granted, payable on the Court of Directors at home, in purfuance of their orders of the 15th of 
September, 1785, amounted, according to the lateft accounts received in England, to the fum 
of 7 crore, 62 lacks, 21,563 current rupees. 

“ Secondly, That it appears, that the annual ^giount of intereft payable on the faid debts 
in India, was 53 lacks, 53,341 current rupees. 

“ Thirdly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaft India Company, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Baharand Oriffa,. and from Benares and Oudc, under the heads of mint 
or coinage duties, poft office collections, Benares revenue, Oude fubfidy, land revenues, cuf- 
toms, and the receipts for the fales of fait and opium, amounted, on the average of three years, 
from j 785 to 1784 to the fum of 5 crore, 21 lacks, 88,146 current rupees. 

“ Fourthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and in Benares and Oude, under the 
heads of civil, military and marine, the charges of collecting the revenues and cuftoms, and 
the advances and charges on account of fait and opium, for the year i 785 arc eftimated, by 
the'Governor General and Council of Bengal, to amount to 3 crore, 6 lacks, 62,401 current 
rupees. 

“ That it appears, t^iat the annua! revenues of the Eaft India Company, in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coin¬ 
age duties, poft office collections, Benares revenue, Oude fubiidy, land revenue, cuftoms, and 
the receipts from the tales of fait and opium, which were eftimated, for the year 178-^, to 
amount, in the whole, to 3 crore, 85 lacks, 1,858 current rupees, amounted in the whole for 
the faid year, to 3 crore, 99 lacks, 19,710 current rupees. 


“ Sixthly, 
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1788 “ Sixthly, That it appears, that the charges defrayed by the faid Company in the faid pro¬ 

vinces, and in Benares and Oude under the refpc&ive heads of civil, military and marine, the 
charges of buildings and fortifications, of collefting the revenues and cuftoms, and the ad¬ 
vances and charges on account of fait and opium, which were eftimated, for the year 178^, to 
amount in the whole, to 1 crorc, 93 lacks, 36,103 current rupees, amounted in the whole for 
the faid yekr, to t crore, 98 lacks, 89,933 current rupees. 

“ Seventhly, That it appears, that the atjnual revenues of the F.aft India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, fea or land cuftoms, fubfidy 
of the Nabob of Arcot and Rajalt of Tanjorc, land revenues, and farms and licences, amount¬ 
ed, on an average of three years, from 178^ to 178^ tb the fum of 25 lacks, 76 805 pagodas. 

Eighthly, That ir appears, that the annual revenues of the Ealt India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under the fame heads, for the year 1785, are eftimated, by the Gover¬ 
nor and Council oi Madras, to amount to the fum of 32 lacks, 73,041 pagodas. 

“ Ninthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the faid Company, 
at the Prefidency of Fort St. George, and in the Carnatic and Northern Circars, under the re- 
fpeftive heads of civil, military, buildings and fortifications, and the charges of collecting the 
revenues and cufloms for the vear 178^-, are eftimated, by the Governor and Council of Ma- 
dras, to amount to the fum of 31 lacks, 77,785 pagodas. 

“ Tenthly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaft India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Bombay, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, under the heads of land reve¬ 
nues, cuftoms and farms or licences, for the year 178^, are eftimated, by the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, at the fum of 11 lacks, 76,601 Bombay rupees. 

“ Eleventh, That it appears..iliat the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, at the Picfidcncy of Bombay, and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, in the year 178-% 
are eftimated, by the Governor and Council at Bombay, at 36 lacks, 51,245 Bombay rupees. 

“ Twelfth, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaft India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort Marlborough and its dependencies, arifing from cuftoms, farms and li¬ 
cences, amounted, on an average of three years, from 178?-to 178.^, to the fum of 10,115 
dollars.” 

The'humanity of Parliament, fupported by that of the nation, had, during this felTion, paid 
a very particular attention to that branch of commerce which relates to a traffic in the human 
fpccie. The (lave trade has long been confidercd as difgraccful to an enlightened age, and in 
this country a fpirit is arifen which feems bent on annihilating it altogether, 01 fo changing 
the nature of it, as to blend humanity with the policy, It was, however, a ftihicft of too 
comprehenfive a nature, and too materially conneftcd with our African commerce and Weft 
India colonics, to come to an immediate dccifion upon it. The philanthropic fpiiit of Par¬ 
liament, therefore, was obliged to content itfelf for the p re lent with ateropoiary hill to regu¬ 
late the (hipping a#d carrying 4 ftaves in Britilh vcflels from the coaft of Attica.. The final ar¬ 
rangement of this important bufinefs, in which the honour of the British commerce and the 
Britilh character, as well as thchnppinefs of millions of our fable African brethren is involved, 
will take place at a period to which this volume will not reach. The palling this'hill was the 
laft aft of the feffion, which was concluded on the 1 ith of July by a-gracious lpeech-from the 
tli. one. 


The 
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1788 The fallowing are the principal articles in the treaty of commerce, entered into between Por¬ 
tugal and Kudu, which was ratified the 18th of June, 1788. 

“ Article II. The fubjcfls ot Portugal (hall enjoV in Ruffin a perfect liberty of conference, 
agreeable, to the principles of that full tolerance which is there granted to all religions; they 
fliall freely discharge their duties, and attend to the wotlhip of their religion, as well in their 
own houfes as the public churches ellablilhed there, without at any time experiencing the leat’c 
difficulty in that rcl'peft. The fubjefls of Ilullia, in like manner, Hull never he dilturhed in 
Portugal in regard to their religion, and they lhall have ohf.-ived towards them, in this point, 
what is prafliltd with the fubjefls of other nations of a different communion, particularly with 
tliofc of Great Britain. 

“ 111 . Their Majcdies mutually engage to procure to the refpeftive fubjefls of each other, 
all tire facilities, affillance, and protection ltcceffiivy to the progress of their reciprocal com¬ 
merce, and above all ofa direfl navigation between the two Hates in all places under their do¬ 
minion, where navigation and commerce arc actually or itereafter may he permitted to the 
other European nations : but', in all cafes wherein the prefent treaty lhall not dipulnte fame 
exemptions or privileges in favour of the refpeftive fubjefls, they mull fahmit, in their com¬ 
merce, as well by lea, land, or on the rivers, to the office tariffs, as alfa to the laws, cuftoms, 
and regulations of the place whero they lhall find themfclves. 

“ IV. In all the ports of the refpeftive Rates where entry and commerce are open to Euro¬ 
pean nations, the high contrafling powers lhall have a right to eflablifh confuls-gcneral, con- 
fuls, and vice-confuls for the advantage of their commercial fubjefls: the fsid confuls-gcneral, 
confuls, and vicc-confuls, lhall there enjoy all the proteflion of tire laws; and though they 
faall not exetcife any kind of jurifdiftron, they may neverthclcfs be clrofen, at the will of the 
parties, as arbitrators of their differences; but it lhall always be free to the fame parties to ad- 
drefs themfclves on preference to the tribunal dedined for commerce, or other tribunals, to 
which thefaid confuls-gencral, confuls, and vice-confuls, in what concerns their own affairs, 
lhall be equally fubordinate; and they (hail never be chofen among tire native; fubjefls of the 
power with whom they refide, unlefs an exprefs permiffion be obtained to admit them in that 
quality. 

“ V. The fubjefls of the two contrafling powers may affemble in the refpeftive Hates with 
their conful in a fadtory, and make among themfclves, for the common intcreft of the body, 
fuch convenient arrangements as lhall not be contrary to the laws, llatutcs, or regulations of 
the country or place where they lhall be cftablilhed. * • 

“ VI. The commercial fubjefls of the two high contrafling powers lhall pay for their mer¬ 
chandize, in the refpeflive dates, Jtliofe duties and other rights fixed by the tariffs adlually in 
force, or which will exid at any time to come; hut to the end that their commerce may be • 
more and more encouraged, they have agreed on both fides to grant the following advantages: 

“ 1. On the part of Ruffia. That the fubjefls of Portugal may pay the cuftom-houfe 
duties, throughout the whole empire of Ruffia, in the current jmoney of Ruffia, valuing the 
rixdolla^at 125 copecs, without being obliged to pay thertr, as heretofore, in effeftive rixdol-. 
lars, with exception only of the city and port of Riga, where, according to the tenor of or¬ 
dinances adlually in force, the fubjefls of Ruffia themfclves mud pay the cudom-houfe duties, 
for every fpecics of merchandize, in effeftive rixdollars. 

“ 2. All wines the growth of Portugal, or of the ifles of Madeira and the Azores, imported 
at Ruffia' in Portuguefc or Ruffian veffels, or far account of Portugucfe or Ruffian fubjefls, 

lhall 
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1788 {hall not pay as duty of entry more than four rubles and fifty copelfc per barrique of fix ankers; 
but neither {hall enjoy this advantage except on producing certificates from the conful of 
Ruffia, or in defeft of him, from the cuftom-houfe or magiftrate of the place from whence 
the faid tomes fit all be difpatched, which muft dcmonflrate that they are veritably the growth 
of the places above-mentioned, and for account of Portuguefe or Ruffian fubjefts. As to the 
wines above-mentioned, which fliall be imported into Ruffia, in other foreign fhips, the ge¬ 
neral tariff preferibed on this fubjeft will be adhered to. 

“ 3 * H er Imperial Majcfty of all the Rifffias confents that Portugucfc fhips fliall import 
every year, at Riga and Revel, during the continuance of the prefent treaty, 6,000 bills of 
Portugal fait, paying for that commodity but half the duty fixed by the tariffs exifting, or 
which hereafter may exill, in the above ports ; if they fliould, however, import a greater quan¬ 
tity, they fliall pay for the furpfus the entire cuftom-houfe duties without any diminution. 
As to the reft, Portuguefe fhips fhall enjoy this advantage only on condition of producing cer¬ 
tificates in due form, proving that the faid fait is truly tlieproduft of Portugal, that it has been 
exported dircftly in Portugueie vcilels, and on account of Portugal or Ruifian fubjefts. But 
if by railing the duties it is found that the privileged quantity of fait imported into the two 
ports of Riga-and Revel fliall together exceed, in the couifc of the lame year, the 6,000 lafts 
agreed, upon (which will be againft the fpirit of this treaty) the two courts will adopt between 
them arrangements to prevent fitcli abufes thereafter, 

“ VI1. In reciprocity of the above conccffions, her Moft Faithful Majefty grants to the 
fubjefts of Ruffia the following advantages : 

“ t. Ruffian merchants, now or hereafter to be cftablifhcd in Portugal, fliall have the pri¬ 
vilege of confervatorv judges on the farm footing as according to the Englifh nation ; but, if 
her Moll Faithful JVlajt ftv fhoold think it proper to make a new regulation on this fubjeft for 
all foreign negotiants cftablifhcd in her llatcs, without exception, the fubjefts of Ruffia muft 
fubmit thereto. 

“ 2. They IhalJ alfo have a right to addrefs themfelvcs to the junto of commerce on mer¬ 
cantile affairs, where a prompt and it rift juftxewill be rendered, after the verification offafts, 
without the other lormalities in ordinaly proceedings, according to the laws an 1 ufages prac- 
tiied amongft merchants ; for wlfid; purport* her Moil 1 ' aithfui Majeftv will grant, when occa- 
fions prefent themfelvcs, the nccc fare jurifdiftion to the above-mentioned junto of commerce. 

“ 2- Portuguefe or Ruffian negotiants fhall only pay halt the duties of entrv (under what¬ 
ever denominations thev niav be) as they are fixed by the taiifts and ordinances which actually 
or fliall hereafter exill in Portugal, on the productions of Ruffia fpceified hcic.unv.ler, when 
imported in Portuguefe or Ruifian vclPels, and for account of Portuguefe or Ruifian fulgefts; 
towit: all forts of plants and titulars defigned for the confttuftion of fhips, the niufts com- 
prifed therein ; hemp; the grain and oil of hemp and 1 infeed ; bars of iron of aft forts and 
dimenfinns ; iron hoops are compiifed, alfo anchors, cannons, bullets, and bombs: but the. 
refpeftive fubjefts will not enjoy diminution of impoft fave on proving (by certificates in due 
form ftom the Portugucfc conful, or in deleft ol him, from the cuftom-houfe cr magiftrate of 
the quarter whence the atiovc merchandize fhall be fent) that they arc realty the produft or 
inanufafture of Ruffia, and exported on account of Portugucfc or R uffian fubjefts. Thofe 
advantages will not be allowed toother foreign fhips which fhall import into Portugal laid 
merchandize of Ruffia, but what the genual taiilis prefer!be in this relpcft will be adhe¬ 
red to. 
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i/SS “ 4. Ifthm'ng this treaty her Moft Faithful Majefty grants to the (hips of another nation 
any diminution of the duties on exportation of wines, the Kuiiian ihips Jhall enjoy the fame 
benefit on wines exported to the ports of Ruifu. 

“ .VIJ I. Bdides the reciprocal advantages ftipulated by the preceding articles,* the high con- 
tracing parties have further thought proper, for the better encouragement of a direC naviga¬ 
tion and commerce between the Portuguclc and Ruffian nations, to giant to their rcfpe&ive 
fuhjeCs the following privileges:—Her Mo ft Faithful Majefty agrees to a diminution of half 
the cuftom duties fixed by the exifting tariffs, or any which may hereafter cxift, on the mer¬ 
chandize ofRndia fpecified under, when imported direCly from Ruffia into Portugal, to wit: 
fail cloths of linen, named Olaims, or Flacmifch, Ravendoucs, and Calamandars; on condi¬ 
tion of proving by certificates in due form, that the faid mcrchandifes are truly the produft of 
Ruffin, imported direCly in Portuguefe or Ruffian velTds, .and for account of Portuguefe or 
Ruffian fubjects. 

“ I o reciprocate thofe advantages, her Imperial Majefty of all the Ruffias grants a diminu¬ 
tion of half the duties which do or may herdafter cxift in her ftates on the following mereban- 
difes of Portugal, when imported direCly from Portugal into Ruifia, viz. oil of olives, Brazil 
indigo, the tobacco of Brazil in powder, rolls, or leaf, on condition of proving in like man¬ 
ner, by proper certificates, that the # faid mcrchandifes are really the produ&s of Portugal, ex¬ 
ported in Portuguefe or Ruffian veflels, and for account of Portuguefe and Ruffian fubjedls. 

“ IX. As there are other effiefts and mcrchandifes, the production and manufacture of Por¬ 
tugal and her colonies, and of Ruffia and her domains and conquers, which may augment the 
navigation and commerce of the two nations, and contribute to their mutual advantage, their 
Moft Faithful and Imperial Majeftiesv taking this objeCt into their high confideration, have 
ordered their rcfpeCtive Miniftcrs to examine and confult on all and every of the faid cffcCts 
and mcrchandifes; and from all that fhall be adjufted and agreed on one part and the other, new 
articles will be made, which, when approved of and ratified by the two contracting powers, 
fhall become a part of this treaty, as if included and tranferibed therein word for word.” 

Defensive Alliance between His Majcjiy the King of Great Britain, and their 
High Migbtinrjfcs the States General of the United Provinces. 

“ The mutual and fincere friendlhip, which has fo long fubfifted between his Majefty the 
King of Great Britain, and the Lords the States General of the United Provinces, having been 
increafed and ftrengthened by the intereft, which his Britannic Majefty has lately manifefted in 
the prsfervation of the independence of the Republic, and of its legal conftitution, his faid 
Majefty, and the faid Lords the States General of the United Provinces, have refolved, in or¬ 
der to cement, in the moil folid and lafting manner, the good harmony, confidence and cor- 
rcfpondence between them, to form permanent engagements, by a treaty of defenfive alliance, 
for the good of both parties, and for the maintenance of the general tranquillity, as well as of 
their own in particular. To accomplilh fo falutary a purpofe, his Majefty the King of Great 
Britain has named and authorifed Sir James Harris, Privy Councillor, Knight of the Bath, 
Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, and his Majefty** Ambaflador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to their High Miglitineflcs; and their High Mightinefies the States General of 
the United Provinces, have named and authorized their Deputies for Foreign Affairs; who, 
after communicating to each other their full powers in due form, and having conferred to¬ 
gether, have agreed upon the following articles: 

2 
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i y 88 ‘ Art. I. There fhall be a {inccrc, firm, and conllant friendlaip and union between his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty, his heirs and fucccflors, and the Lords the State? General of the United Pro¬ 
vinces, lo that the high contracting parties lhall direft their utmoft attention to maintain this 
mutual attention and correfpondcncc between them, and then dominions and fubjefts ; and 
they engage to contribute, as far as lhall be in their power, mutually to preierve and defend 
each other in peace and tranquillity. 

“ I[ - Incafe either of tire high contracting parties Humid he hoflilely attacked by any Euro- 
ropenn power, in any part of the world whatfoevci, the ether com.rafting party engages to fuc- 
cour its ally, as well by fca as by hud, in order to maintain and guaranty each other mutually 
in the pollution of all the dominions, territories, towns, places, franchii'es and liberties, which 
belonged to them refpcftivcly before llic commencement of holliiiiics. 

“ HI* II' S Ihitaunic Majcily guaranties, in the moil cfTeftu.il manner, the Hereditary Stad- 
holdeiatc, as well as the office of Hereditary Governor of each Province in the Serene Houfe 
of Orange, with all the rights and prerogatives thereto belonging, as forming an tflential part 
of tire coufliuition of the United Provinces, according to the tefolutions and diplomas of the 
years 1747 and 1748, by virtue ot which the prefent Swdholder entered into the poffeffion of 
thofe office,, in 1766, and was reinllatcd therein in engaging to maintain that form of 

government ngamlt all attacks and enterprifes, dirqdl or indirect, of wliatfoever nature they 
may he. 

“ IV. The fuccours mentioned in the l'ccond article of this Treaty of Defcnfive Alliance, 
fhall coufift, 011 the part of his Britannic Mnjeft v, of 8,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 12 Blips 
of the line, and 8 frigates; and, on the part of the States General, of 5,000 infantry, 1,000 
cavalry, 8 Blips ot the line, and 8 frigates : which refpeftive fuccours lhall be furnifhed in the 
fpace of two months after requilition made by the paity attacked, and fhall remain at its dif- 
pofal during the whole continuance of the war in which it lhall be engaged, whillt thofe fuc¬ 
cours (whether Blips and frigates, or troops) lhall be paid and maintained by the power of 
whom they fliall he required, wherc-ever its ally filial! employ them. 

“ V. In cafe the ilipulatcd fuccours fliould not be fufficicm for the defence of the power 
requiring them, the power to whom requifition fliall he made, fliall fucceflively augment them, 
according to the wants of its ally, whom it fliall affift, even with its whole force, if circum- 
ftances fliould render it neccffary; but it is exprcfsly agreed, in all cafes, that the contingent 
of the Lords the States General fliall not exceed 10,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, i 5 (hips of 
the line, and 16 frigates. 

“ VI. But as it may happen (confidering the diftance of fevcral of the pofllffions of the two 
high contrafting parties) that the advantages which ought to refult to them reciprocally from 
the conclufion of the prefent treaty, may become illufory, iinlels men lures can be taken for the 
jnutual defence of thofe pofleflions, before their refpeftive governors could receive orders from 
Europe for that purpofc ; it is flipulatcd and agreed, that in cafe either of them fliould be I10T- 
tilcly attacked, or even menaced with an hofliic attack, in its poffi flions, whether in Africa or 
in Afia, by an European power, the governors of their fcttlcmcnts in thofe two parts of the 
world fhall be enjoined to concert together the fuccour to be furnifhed, and, in cafe of need, 
to furnifh luch fuccour, in the 1110ft fpeedy and cffcftual manner, to the party attacked ; and 
that orders to that effeft fhall be expedited to the faid governors immediately after the conclu- 
fion of the prefent ticaty: and in cafe the two high contrafting parties fliould be obliged to 
Yoi. IV. ’ 4 R furnilli 
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1788 furnifh the aforcfaid fuccours, they (hall not permit the fhips of war, of what nature they may 
be, of the power attacking, to enter into any of their ports in the aforefaid fettlements, until 
peace lhall be reftored between the party attacking, and the ally of the contrafling party, 
unlefs the faid veffels be forced to take refuge there, to avoid perifliing, or being fhip- 
wrccked. 

“ VII. Ifitfliould happen that the two high contrafling parties fhall be equally involved in 
a war againft a common enemy, they reciprocally promife each other not to dil'arm but by com¬ 
mon confent; and they fhall communicate to each other confidentially the propofals for a 
peace, or truce, which may be made. 

“ VIII. If the high contrafling parties prefer furnilhing theirfuccours of troops in money, 
they fhall be at liberty on each fide fo to do; and then fucli fuccours fhall be computed at 
100,000 florins, Dutch currency, per annum, for 1,000 ipfantry, and at 120,000 florins, of 
the like value, for 1,000 cavalry, per annum, and in the fame proportion by the month. 

“ IX. The power requiring fhall be obliged, whether the fhips, frigates and troops with 
which it fhall have been furnifhed, remain for a long or fhort time in its ports, to provide 
whatever they may want, at the fame price as if they belonged to fuch power itfelf. It has 
been agreed, that the faid troops or fhips fhall not, in any cafe, be at the cxpence of the party 
requiring, but that they lhall neverthelefs remain at its difpofal, during the whole continu¬ 
ance of the war in which it (hall be engaged. The fuccours above-mentioned fhall, with re- 
fpefl to difeipline, be fubjefl to the orders of the chief officer who commands them; and they 
fhall not be employed feparately, or otherwife than in concert with the faid commanding of¬ 
ficer : with regard to the operations, they fhall be wholly fubjefl to the orders of the com¬ 
mander in chief of the power requiring. 

“ X. It is agreed, that until the two powers conclude a treaty of commerce with each 
other, the fiibjefts of the Republic fhall be treated, in the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land, as the moft favoured nation ; and the fame fhall be obferved in the United Provinces to¬ 
wards the fubjedts of his Britannic Majefly. It is, however, to be underllood, that this arti¬ 
cle is not to extend to a diminution of the import duties payable upon linens. 

“ XI. Whereas by the fourth article of the treaty of peace, figned in the month of June, 
1784, his Britannic Majefly engages to treat with the Lords the States General for the rcflitu- 
tion of Negapatnam, with its dependencies, in cafe the faid Lords the States General fhould in 
future have any equivalent to give; and whereas their High MigluindTes have now renewed 
their requeftfor obtaining that reftitution, as well as for fettling and determining precifely the 
fenfe of the fixth article of that treaty, concerning the navigation of Britifh fubjefts in the 
Eaflern feas; his Britannic Majefly, in order to manifeft his good-will towards the Republic, 
is difpofed to concur in thefe defires of their High Mightineffes, and even to fecure to the Re¬ 
public additional and real commercial advantages in that part of the world, as foon as an equi¬ 
valent for thofe objefts can be agreed upon; in return for which, his Britannic Majefly will 
require nothing but what is favourable to the reciprocal intercfls and fecurity of the contradling 
parties in the Indies : and, to prevent the negotiations for fuch arrangements from retarding 
the tonclufion of the prefent treaty, it is agreed that they fhall be begun as foon as polfible, 
and be concluded in the fpace of fix months from the date of the prefent treaty; and that the 
convention to be made thereon fhall have the fame force as if it was inferted in the treaty 
itfelf. 

% 
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1788 “ XII. The prefent treaty fliall be ratified on each fide, and the exchange of the ratifica¬ 

tions filial I he made in the fpace of fix weeks, or fooncr, if it can be done. 

“ Done at the Hague the 15th of April, 178S. 

“ (L. S.) James Harris. “ ( L . S .) J. W. Comte de Wei.df.ren. 

“ (f.. S.) W. F. H. y an Wassenaek. 

“ (L- S.) L. P. van de Sfxegel. 

(L. 8.) Guillaume deCitters. 

“ (L. S.) W. N. Pesters. 

“ (L. S.) Citaiu.es Bigot. 

“ (L. S.) M. B. C. van Voerst v. Bqrcee. 

Tie following 'Treaty between the King of Great Britain and the King of Pruffia, was jtgned 
on the 13 lb of Auguft in the prefent Year. 

“ Article I. There (hall be a perpetual, firm and unalterable friendfhip, defenfive alliance, 
and ftrift and inviolable union, together with an intimate and perfeft harmony and corrcl- 
pondcnce between the faid Mod Serene Kings of Great Britain and Pruflia, their heirs and 
fucccfibrs, and their refpeftive kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries and fubjefts, which 
fliall be carefully maintained and cultivated, fo that the contrafting powers fiha.ll conftantfy em¬ 
ploy, as well their utmoft attention, as alfo tliofe means which Providence has put in their 
power, for preferving at the fame time the public tranquility and fecurity, for maintaining 
their common interefts, and for their mutual defence and guaranty againft every hoftile at¬ 
tack ; the whole in conformity to the treaties already fubfifting between the high contrafting 
parties, which fliall remain in full force and vigour, and fhall be deemed to be renewed by the 
prefent treaty, as far as the fame fhall not be derogated from, with their own confent, by pof- 
terior treaties, or by the prefent treaty. 

“ II. In confequence of the engagement contrafted by the preceding article, the two high 
contrafting parties fhall always aft in concert for the maintenance of peace and tranquillity ; 
and in cafe cither of them fhould be threatened with an hoftile attack by any power whatever, 
the other fliall employ his moft efficacious good offices for preventing hoftilities, for procuring 
fatisfaftion to the injured party, and for effefting an accommodation in a conciliatory manner. 

“ HI. But if thofe good offices fhould not have the defired effeft, in the fpace of two 
months, and either of the high contrafting parties fhould be hoftilely attacked, molefted, or 
difturbed in any of his dominions, rights, pofleffions, or interefts, or in any manner what¬ 
ever, by fea or land, by any European power, the other contrafting party engages to fuccour 
his ally without delay, in order to maintain-each other reciprocally in the pofleffion of all the 
dominions, territories, towns and places which belonged to them before the commencement 
of fuch hoftilities. For which end, if his Pruffian Majefty fhould happen to be attacked, his 
Majefty the King of Great Britain fhall furnilh to his Majefty the King of Pruffia a fuccour of 
16,coo infantry, and 4,000 cavalry; and if his Britannic Majefty fhould happen to be attacked, 
his Majefty the King of Pruffia fhall likewife furnifh to him a fuccour of 16,000 infantry, and 
4,000 cavalry ; which refpeftive fuccours fhall be furnifhed in the fpace of two months after 
requifition made by the party attacked, and fhall remain at his difpofal during the whole con¬ 
tinuance of the war in which they fhall be engaged. Thefe fuccours fliall be paid and main¬ 
tained by the required power, wherever his ally fliall employ them, in his dominions, with 

4 R 2 fuch 
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17SS i'uch bread and forage as may be nccefiary, upon the footing to which his own troops are ac- 

cuftoined. 

“ It is neverthdcfs agreed between the high contrafting, that if liis Britannic Majefly 
fhoutd be in the cafe of receiving the fuccour in troops from his Pruflian Majefly, his Britan¬ 
nic Majefly (hall not employ them out of Europe, nor even in the garrifon of Gibraltar. 

“ If the injured and requiring party lhould prefer fuccours in money to land forces, he (ball 
have his choice; and in calc of the two high contracting powers furnilhing to each other the 
Populated fuccours in money, fuch fuccours (hall be computed at 100,000 florins, Dutch cur¬ 
rency, per annum, for r,000 infantry, and at 120,000 florins, of the like value, for 1,000 ca¬ 
valry, per annum, or in the fame proportion by the month. 

“ IV. In cafe the ftjpulated fuccours (houid not be fufficicnt for the defence of the requir¬ 
ing power, the required power (hall augment them, according to the exigency of the cafe, and, 
fliall aflift the former with his whole force, if circumftances (halt render it ncceflary. 

“ V. The high contracting parties hereby renew, in the mofi exprefs terms, the provilion- 
al treaty or defenlive alliance which they concluded at Loo, on the 13th of June in the prefent 
year, and they again engage and promife to aCt, at all times, in concert and with mutual con¬ 
fidence, for maintaining the fecurity, independence and government of the Republic of the 
United Provinces, conformably to the engagements which they have lately contracted with 
the faid Republic; that his to fay, h\s Britannic Majefly, by a treaty concluded at the Hague, 
on the 15th of April, 1788, and his PrufTran Majefly, by a treaty fighed the fame day at Berlin, 
•which the faid^iigh contracting parties have communicated to each other. 

“ And if it (hall happen that, by virtue of the flipulations of the faid treaties, the high con¬ 
tracting parties (houid be obliged to augment the fuccours to be given to the States General, 
above the numbers fpecified in the faid treaties, or to aflift them with their whole force, the 
faid high contracting parties will concert together upon all that may be necdlary relative to 
fuch augmentation of fuccours to be agreed on, and to- the employment of their rei'peftive 
forces forthe fecurity and defence of the faid Republic. 

“ In cafe either of the faid high contracting parties (houid, at any time hereafter, be at¬ 
tacked, molefted, or difturl>cd in any ofhis dominions, rights, poileflions, or intcrefis, in any 
manner whatever, by fea or by land, by any other power, in confequcncc and in hatred of the 
articles or flipulations contained in the faid treaties, or of the meafurcs to be taken by the faid 
contracting parties refpcCtively, in virtue of thofe treaties, the other contracting party engages 
to fuccour and aflift him again ft fuch attack, in the fame manner, and by the (aid fuccours as 
are ftipulated in the third and fourth articles of the prefent treaty, and the faid contracting par¬ 
ties promife, in all fimilar cafes, to maintain and guaranty each other in the poiicflion of all 
the dominions, towns and places, which belonged to them refpeCtivcly before the commence¬ 
ment of fuch hoftilities.” 

The following financial ftatement made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is at once fo 
comprehenfivc and perfpicuous, and exhibits fuch a complete, fair, and fatisfaClory view of the 
Hate of our national refources and expenditure at this time, that to curtail it, or give it in any 
other manner, would be an ad of injuftice both to our readers and the abilities which produced it. 

Mr. Pitt faid, “ That in laying before the committee an account of the ftate of the reve¬ 
nues, and particularly of the receipt and expenditure for the year, he was more than ufually 
anxious to gain their attention, and to (hew them how truly the calculations had been made, 
and in how fatal! a compafs of time the influence of the arrangement which was adopted had 

X operated 
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1788 operated to the cflential benefit of the nation. The ftatemcnt could not fail to give univerfal 
fatisla&ion to every gentleman who heard him.—He would not detain the committee with any 
"previous matter, but limply (tale the particulars of the account on both fides, obfeiving, how¬ 
ever, in thefirft place, that a very considerable incieafe had taken place in the expeaces of this 
year.beyond the eftimate that bad been made in the year 1786, and which had been thought cf¬ 
lential to our national profperity and honour. Thcfe were not Likely to occur again, and, in 
the mean time, it was a matter ol no final! latisfa&ion, that notwithstanding thcfe incrcafcd 
demands and temporary calls, fucli had bee if the beneficial effefts of the lare arrangement, and 
luch the piofperous condition of the country, that ample proviliou had been made for all, 
without recurring either to a loan or to new taxes. , 

He fit ft ftated the fcveral articles of 1 apply which had been voted for the let vice of the pre- 


fent year, and which confifled of the following heads, viz: 

N J V r. ■ £. 

Eighteen thoufand feamen, — —. 936,000 

Ordinary, _____ 70c,coo 

Extraordinary, — — — 600, oco 

Making a total of — — —-2,236,000 

A R M' T. 


Guards and garrifons, plantations and Gibraltar; half pay to the Britiflx 
and American forces, to the amount of 228,000b and to Ciiclfea penfionevs, 
173,000!. he. he. making a total for the army of the prefent year of 
But from which fum 43,000!. is to be dedufted, on account of ftoppages from 
the troops abroad for provifions fupplied them from hence. 

Ordnance, — — — — — 

Expcnce of maintaining convifls, — — — 

Annual allowance to American loyalifts, — — 

Kepaymcnts on addrefles, &c. — — — 

Civil eftablifhments in America, together with the expcnces of Scmerfet 
place, African forts, he. — — — — 

Deficiency of grants in the year 1787, — — — 

Eftimated deficiency of land and malt, — ~ — 

Expence of the armament, — — — — 

Bum voted to pay his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales’s debt, ,Vr, 


2,022,023 


419,000 

34,000 

74.000 

4.6,000 


90,000 
63, coo 
5.00.coo 
3 i 1,000 
181.00 o 


Amounting in the whole to 


5 - 779 ’ 3 ( '5 


That a further fum has been voted to pay off Exchequer bills, and for deficiencies of fevcral 
funds, to the 5th of April, 1787, which latter will never occur again, in con'.i qucncc of the 
Confolidation aft; but as both thcfe funis, to the amount of 6,078,000!. are taken on both 
fides of the account, he omitted them, for the lake of peripicuity. 

In this account, it was to be oblcrved, that in the navy there was an increafe beyond what 
would be the ncceflary peace cftablilhrocnt of 446.000b In the army there was an increaie of 
233,000b and in the ordnance there was an increaie of 6i,oool. Thcfe increafed demands 
were occafioned by the circumitauce of our putting the diftant polTeffioas of the country ;nto a 

fuie 
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j 788 Hate of more complete defence, by fending out 3,000 men more than came within the contem¬ 
plation of the committee, when they, made the report of what would be the requisite peace ef- 
tablilhnient of the navy, and by the confcquent extraordinary fum for itipplying that body 
with provilions. Theft- were not then to be confidered as the permanent ncceliary expences of 
the country: and to theft- were feveral futns to be added which could not occur again, or at 
leafl could not make a part of our fettled yearly expencc. Such was the fum for the relief of 
the lovalifts; fuch the expence of the late armament, and fuch the vote for the payment of the 
debts of his koval Highnefs the Prince of Whies. Thefc fums added together, amounted to 
1,282.000!. which was truly extraordinary, and they were confequently to be deducted from 
the fettled regular peace eftablilbmcnt of the country. It had been confidered as wife to put 
every part of the Britifh dominions into fuch a pollut e of defence, as to afeertain to the coun¬ 
try the blcflings of peace, and he had tire happinefs to fay, that though they had thus incurred 
an extraordinary expencc of more than i,20C,oool. the receipts of the country had fully anfwcr- 
edit, and that without abating from the plan which the Houl'c, in its wifdom, had cllablilhed 
for the diminution of the national debt. That the fame extraordinary demands would con¬ 
tinue in future was not to be apprehended, though, undoubtedly, it would be fome time be¬ 
fore they could come to the real eilablilhment which, in time of peace, had been thought fuf- 
ficient for the country in the report that was made in 1786; but it was a happy circutnliance, 
that the condition and profpeft of the country warranted him in faying, that they Ihou i be 
able to provide for the extra expencc in the years to come, as they had in this, withou going 
into any new operation of finance. 

He then Hated, that in order to defray thefe expenccs, Parliament had already voted, 

l- 

Land and malt, — — — —- . 2,750,000 

That he fhould propofe to the committee to vote a farther fum, to be taken as 
the growing produce of the confolidated fund, between this and the 5th of 
April, 1788, — — — —- — 1,845,000 

Impreft monies, to be paid in the courfe of the year, — 200,000 

Army favings of the year 1786, — — 200,000 

And a farther fum to be repaid by the India Company, on account of troops 
and vi&ualling the fleet in the Eaft Indies, — — 500,000 

Premium on the lottery, — — — — 258,000 

Stoppages from the troops for provilions, — — 43,000 

Total, 5,796,000 

•Exchequer bills, and the fum voted for deficiencies, as Hated in the fupply, 6,078,000 
Having gone through the whole of the account, and fpecified the feveral f'uras, he flated that 
there was a clear furplus this year of 27,000k over ail the expences, without taxes, without 
loan, and without interrupting, for a moment, the application of the million to the difeharge of 
debt. The furplus had been applied; the armament had been provided for; the debts of his 
Royal Highnefs had been paid ; the extraordinary expence of 1,200,000k had been fuflained, 
and there was a clear furplus of 27,000k The extraordinary expence would, he feared, endure 
for two years more. It would take fo long before they could be certain of coming to the per¬ 
manent peace eftabiifhment. Perhaps he might Hate the farther extraordinary expencc that the 

nation 
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i 7 SS nation was likely to incur for excefs of navy, cxcefs of army, excefs of ordnance, and indeed 
for every other article, except one, of a material nature, at a million, or a million and a half; 
and for this he thought there were ample rcfources in the revenue, as there had been proved to. 
be for the large excels of the prefent year. 

The other article of extraordinary expence which he meant, was the fatisfa&ion to be made 
• to the American loy'alifis. The commiflioners had now nearly woundup the whole of the 
claims, and it appeared that there was property loft, which the commiHioners had afeertained 
and agreed to liquidate at i,86o,oool. There might yet remain 200,000b or 300,0001. to be 
afeertained. This was to be confidercd as lofs of property. There were alfo claims of lofs of 
office, which the Houfe would take into their confideration, and aft upon as their generofity 
might incline them : but Hating the whole at 2,ooo,oool or 2,100,000b the Houfe would fee 
that 500,000b had been paid them, and there was {till 1,500,0001 or i,6oo,oool. to be paid. He 
was authorifed to fay, that they would be well pleafed to have this fum paid them by infiall- 
ments, and that the payment lhould commence next year. He confefled he approved of this 
arrangement, as the prefent year was fo loaded with excefles; and avoiding to adopt this mode 
of payment, lie meant to propofc that the profits of a lottery, to be eftablilhcd annually, until 
their claims were fully liquidated, fhould be applied to their relief. A lottery of leven or eight 
years would fully anfwer this exigency, provided that the bargain fhould every year be render¬ 
ed as profitable as it had for the laft year, and for the prefent. He had made the bargain, on 
a competition among different bidders, and the profit would be as he had Hated it, about 
260,000b a year. Gentlemen might be aHonifhed at this circumflance, but fuch was the rage 
and madnefs for this fpccies of gambling, and fuch was the bargain that he had made. 

The probable Hate of our revenue, and tlic certain amount of our ex pence, were matters 
which came next in order, as, undoubtedly, it would be requifite to prove that we ought to 
have confidence in ouriituation. That wc fhould invariably proceed in applying the million 
to the diminution of the national debt, was a propofition which he would not detain the Houfe 
fora moment in difeufling, as it had already fo forcibly demonflrated its utility. The million 
was, therefore, added to the permanent ertablifhment of the country, and as the Houfe had, 
in its wifdom, eHabliHied a larger fyflem of defence than was in contemplation two years ago, 
he would Hate the permanent peace eflablifhment of the country, inflead of 15,478,000b as 
calculated by the committee, 15,624,000b He explained the rife to proceed from the increaf- • 
cd plantation eHimatc, which would colt ioo,oool. more than it was taken at, and the Hcflian 
fubfidy, which was 36,000b There was to be dedufted from this fum a faving intereft of 
about i6,nool. a year, which made the excefs about 120,000b only, but he took it at 124,000!. 
calculating the anticipated cftabiifhmcnt at 15,500,000b The produce of the laH year’s reve¬ 
nue, up to the period ending the fifth of April, including the land and malt, was 15.792,000!. 
which was 314,000b more than the committee faid would be neceflary for an eflablifhment, 
and it was i68,oool. more than was neceflary, even by the incrcafed eflablifhment, which the 
Houfe had thought it wife to adopt, and which perhaps political circuraflances had rendered 
requifite.' 

Arguing, therefore, from the experience of laft year, we had the fa ire ft ground for confi¬ 
dence, that we lhould not only enjoy ample funds for the liquidation of every expence, but 
alfo for carrying on the great purpofe of the late arrangement, the extinction of the capital of 
our debt: but perhaps it might be argued, that it was not a fair mode of Hating our fituation, 
nor a rational ground of confidence, to argue from the evidence of -one year only. He begged 

leave 
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1788 leave to remind the Committee, that the laft year had many unfriendly circumftanccs in it, par¬ 
ticularly the interruption which our commerce naturally received in the late alarm of war; 
but, even looking back to the average of the laft three years, they found the calculation ftrong- 
]y conhrmcd, though certainly the furplus was nor lb favourable r yet we had other very eflen- 
tial grounds of confidence; various branches of revenue were improving, and many more were 
fufceptible of improvement. The farming of the poll horfe duty brought an accetfion of 
30,0001. to the funds. He muft yet, before the dole of the feflion, propofc an increafc of 
duty on the ftills ufed in the diftillerv of Scotland, which would neccllarity add fonrething to 
the revenue; and an increafc on the duty on houfes for felling lpirituous liquors, would alio 
give fonrething more. There were other obje&s which, perhaps, it was now too late to touch 
on, but which certainly merited tire regard of that Iloufc. One in particular was a very pro- 
duff ive fource—he meant tobacco. Some regulations to prevent the abufes praflifed to avoid 
the duty on tobacco, were eflcntially ticccflary. He had it in his view to propolc fometbing 
on this lubjeft, but he was not yet fully adequate to the attempt. It required very great care, 
and very nice difeuflion ; but which, though he was obliged to pafs it for the prefent, he would 
not overlook nor forget. There were other objedfs which ought to give them firm and flcady 
confidcncc. 

The progreflive nature of a country in peace, and particularly of fuch a country as England, 
was a material objeft, and this was not left for mere {peculation. But, by the fortunate ex¬ 
perience of four years we were able to form fomc eftimate. We had been at peace five years. 
The receipt of the permanent taxes in the year 1787 had been 15,792,0001. including the land 
and malt, or 13,000,000!. exclufivc. The receipt of the taxes in the year 1783, exclufivc of 
the land and malt, had been 10,184,000!. Thus there was an increafed revenue of 3,ooo,o©oI, 
of which not more than one million and a half accrued from new taxes; the reft proceeded 
from the aftual, clear, and afeertained improvement of the country in all its branches, and 
which demonftrated the increafed opulence of the empire. Every department prefented the 
fame progreflive improvement. In the trade, the navigation, and the filheries, the progreflive 
improvement bore an exaft proportion to the increafed revenue : fo that our exports and im¬ 
ports, with the great lofs of the American Colonics, upon which fome perfons had fo 
much depended—with the immenfe lofs for ever of the money that was lavilhed on the war— 
with the lofs of the peoplc-*our exports,and imports were now as great as in the moft fiourifh- 
ing year before the laft war. 

In the year 1772, £• 

Our imports were upwards of — —• — 14,500,000 

Our exports upwards of — — — — 16,000,000 

In 1773, 

The imports were, —- — — — 12,000,000 

The exports, —- *—* — — — 16,000,000 

Thefe were the greateft years before the war. 

In 1786, 

The imports were — — — — 15,786,000 

The exports —• — — — — 16,300,000 

In 1787, 

The imports were not afeertained, 

But the exports were — — — *■— 16,600,000 

Perhaps 
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jybS Pcihaps it might ba fakl, that in thefc comparative flatements the balance was againfl us in 
the latter ycais; but the incrcafe of the imports arofc from the home conlumption of luxuries; 
it proceeded fiom the beneficial import of raw materials ufed in our manufactures; and it might 
be confide red as a very pleading circumftaiicc attending the increafed imports, that they chiefly 
came from a part of our own empire—-they came from Ireland. 

In like manner our navigation has incrcafcd. Our valuable fifhery in particular had im¬ 
proved with much rapidity. 1 he Newfoundland fifhery, that great nurfery of our feamen, was 
in a moft flourifhing condition. 

In 1773 and 1774 it produced 5i6,oooquintals, anc! in 1786, the produce was 732,000. 

I' 1 1 773 > ^ 1C tonnage in the Greenland fishery was 27,000, and in 1786 it was 53,000. 

I' 1 1 773 » l ^ lc number of {hips was 96,—in 17:16 the number was incrcafcd to 153,—and in 
1787, with the reduced bounty, the number was 284. 

The number of men employed in this fifhery in 1786, was 6,600. He had not heard the 
prccifc number in 1787, but from the incrcafe of tonnage, it could not be lefs than 10,000.— 
The Southern Whale fifhery, a new and very valuable branch of'trade, which wc only took 
tip at the beginning of the laft war, had alfo equally profpered, and added to the revenues by 
augmenting the opulence of the country. 

In this fifhery, in 1785, there were employed i8»fliips, producing 29,000!. 

In 1787 there were employed 38 fliips, producing 107,000!. 

He mentioned thefe circAnfiances, to prove that our improved condition came from no 
forced revenues, but was the fair and a£tual refult of increafed commerce. Wc had thus as¬ 
certained a furplus, after having appropriated a million to tlic payment of our debt. Wc had 
given great additional ftrength to our foreign poflefiions, and, in doing this, we had not over¬ 
looked that which was the favourite fervicc at home. No lefs than 7,000,000!. had, in the 
courfc of four years, been expended in the improvement of the navy; and lie took upon hint 
to fay, that it had been applied with as much fidelity as it had been voted with judgment.— 
There were, he would pledge himfelf to prove, 30 fhips of the line, and 35 frigates, built or 
repaired, more than there Were in the firft four years after the peace of 1763. In addition to 
this, wc had abfolutely and for ever extinguifhed two millions and a half of our debt. 

Our rival, France, who had interfered in the difpote with our late colonies,—who had pro- 
icQcd to lierl'elf fuel) immenfe advantages, and who certainly had advantages in it, he was now 
able to prove, had gained lefs by*hc war than fine expefted, and that we had fuffered lefs than 
had been anticipated. He.had, within a few hours, feen the acknowledged flute of the French 
finances, as drawn forth and exhibited by the French Government. By this account, the 
avowed annual deficiency of revenue to anfwcr their necefTary cxpences, after all the retrench¬ 
ments they had made, was upwaj^s of 2,300,0001. flcrling. Their receipt was acknow lodged 
to be fomCwbat above 400,000,000 of livres, or about 20,000,000!. flcrling. Their cxpcnce 
was confeifcdtq be 527,255,000 of livres, or 22,900,000!. In the fame flatcmcnt, there was a 
plan dev'fed for an annual loan of five or fix years to come, which, with a variety of projeaed 
retrenchments, was held out as fufficicnt 10 wind up the cffefls of their derangement. He 
mentioned this, .Amply to fhew the comparative condition of the two countries % and furely it 
afforded fome matter of pride to England, that its rivii, who had thus interfered without 
provocation, had been fo thoroughly difappointed in the views which ihe had in the con- 
tfifl ” 
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1788 It appears, from the bed authority, that the following is a corretS ftatement of the number 
of flaves in the feveral Weft India Mauds now in the poffcffion of Great Britain, 


In Jamaica, — 

— Barbadoes, — 

—- Antigua, — 

— Grenada and the Grenadines, 

— St. Chriftophcrs, — 

—. St. Vincents, —* 

Dominica, —- - 

— Anguilla, Tortola, &c. 

— Nevis, — — 

— Montfcrrat, •*-* —• 


Total, 


Number, 

. 174,000 
80,000 
36,000, 
40,000 
27,000 
15,000 
15,000 
14,000 
10,000 
9,000 

410,000 


The negroes in the French Weft India Iflands were, in the year 1777, computed at 386,500. 
The Abbe Raynai ftates the whole number of African rtaves in America and the Weft India 
Mands at 1,400,000. The conftant annual importation, and of courl'e the annual confump- 
tion of negroes in the Weft India Iflands, is fuppofed to have been, of late years, on an average, 
60,000. The Slave Trade firft began about the year 1503, and the Engliih took it up about 
1556. The Abbe Raynaf dates the total importation from Africa at about 9,000,009 of 

Saves. , . W 

« ;» 

The following ftatement of population in the principal cities of Europe, taken at the dif- 
tance of a century, has been collciled from the moil approved and accurate accounts that have 
been publifhed on the fubjeft. • , 

Number of Sauls in t688. 

*«. —- , * >696,000 —— 


In London, 

—- Paris, 

— Marfeilles 
-*■ Lyons, 

—> Naples, 

— Rome, 

— Amfterdam, 

— Venice, 

— Bourdeaux, 

— Dublin, 

— Rouen, 

— Briftol, 

—’ Cork, 

Liverpool, 


488,000 
300,060 
$50,000 
200,000 
200,000 
187,000 
134,000 
00,000 
69,000 
66,000 
48,000 
40,000 
20,000 


In 1788. 
1,100,000 
800,000 
180,000 
150,000 
354,000 
157,400 
185,000 
100,000 

200jO0O 

170,000 

100,000 

50,000 

90,000 

60,000 


By this ftatement it appears, that the cities of London, Paris, Naples, Bourdeaux, Dublin, 
Rouen, Briftol, Cork, and the tow* of Liverpool have.|pcreafed<j and that Marfeilles, Lyons, 
Rome, Amfterdam and Venice, have decayed in their population; from which circumftance. 
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1788 Naples from the fifth is become the third ; Bourdeaux from the ninth is become the fourth , 
and Dublin from the tenth to the feventh in rank, as to the number of inhabitants. 


An Authentic Account of the Duties collc&ed on Coals brought Coaftways into each Port 
in England, in this Year. 


■ V 


£• j * 

d. 



£• 

r. 

d. 

Aberyftwith, 

— 

362 3 

4i 

Looc, 

— 

243 

10 

6 

Aldborough, 

— 

902 15 


Lyme, 

— 

1,215 

0 

il 

Arundel, 

— 

h 33 * 4 

n 

Leigh, 

— 

1.415 

14 

0. 

Barnftaple, 

— 

i> 2 43 3 

6 

Lynn, 

— ' 

22,185 

8 

10 

Beaumaris, 

T- 

2,637 6 

11 

Malden, 

—* 

- 4,891 

6 

3 

Berwick, 

— 

43 9 

0 * 

Milford,' 

— 

594 

>5 

3 $ 

Biddcfoid, 

— 

786 3 

71 

Minchead, 

— 

975 

>5 

7i 

Bo lion, 

— 

8.031 7 

6 

Newhaven, 

_ 

1,421 

16 

Si¬ 

Bridgewater, 

— 

2,385 0 

2i 

Padftow, 

— 

606 

!5 

ll 

Bridlington, 

— 

1,047 7 

21 

Penryn, 

— 

437 

13 

4i 

Briflol, 

— 

452 15 

I 

J’enzance, 

— 

863 

18 

1 

Cardiff, 

— 

94 4 

111 

Plymouth, 

— 

5.947 

15 

,oi- 

Cardigan, 

— 

toj 17 

io£ 

Poole, — 

3>°77 

4 

4i 

Cheptlow, 

- ' 

9 1 

11 

Portfmouth, 

— ■ 

6,880 

5 

8 

Cliefler, 

— 

20 1 

lit 

Poulton, 

— 

31 

18 

4l: 

Chichc{|er, 

— 

1,985 15 

1 

Rochefter, 

— 

9.470 

4 

>1 

Cley, 

— 

2,287 14 

9» 

Rye, 

■*- 

2,029 

1 

ui- 

Colchefter, 

— 

3,785 11 

3 

St. Ives, 

— 

• 2,504 

3 

31 

Cowes, 

— 

>.537 7 

11 

Sandwich, 

. 

3. 26 3 

*9 

71 

Dartmouth, 

" — 

' 2,628 11 

71 

Scat borough. 

' — . 

2,177 

«5 

5 

Deal, 

— 

961 10 

T 

9 

Shoreham, 

— 

2,051 

0 

8 

Dover, 

_ 

2.615 3 

3l 

Southampton, 

— 

7.265 

17 

Hi 

Exeter, 

_ 

6,172 14 

10 

South would, . 

► — 

1,079 

18 

6 

Falmouth, 

— 

695 18 

84 

Stockton, 

— 

117 

18 

ii 

Faverfham, 

— 

47560 4 

9 * 

Swanfea, 

— 

37 

>3 

ni 

Fowcy, 

Gloucefter, 

— 

i»340 3 
212 3 

9i 

3 

T ruro, 

Wells, 

— 

5.743 

2,405 

10 

4 

61 

4t 

Gweek, 

— 

184 6 

9l 

Weymouth, 

— 

1-553 

17 

Jk 

4i 

Harwich, 

— ' 

4.594 1 

7- 

Whitby, 

— 

6,5 2 3 

6 

0 i 

Hull, 


3 S S 7 

ol 

Whitehaven, 

— 

94 

18 

ioi 

Ilfracombe, 


300 14 

61 

W'ilbeach, 

— 

5.978 

4 

6 

Ipfw^ien, 


6,211 8 

6 

. Woodbridgc, 

— 

1,961 

13 

3 

Laneaftcr, 


1.389 19 

10 

Yarmouth, 


16,396 

7 

3l 





Total 

» 

182,745 

is 

o| 


In order to come at tli quantity of coals, each fum rauft be divkled by S s. 6d. which is the 
duty per chaldron, in the Out Ports. 

4 S 2 
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A. n. 

1788 An Account of the Quantity of Coals imported into the Port of London in the following 
Years. 


Tears. 
In 1786, 

— * 787 . 

— 1788, 


Chaldrons. Fats. Bujhels, 

7 S 9-972 3 o 

750,662 3 o 

764,272 3 3 ' 


An Account of the Quantity of Coals exported from Great Britain in the following Years. 
’ Newcajile Meafure. Winton Mtafurt. 

tears. Chaldrons . Bujhels. Chaldrons. Bujhels. 

In 1786, — 102,367 6 —— 212,136 15 

— 1787; - > 104,615 44 4 - 175.075 H ■ 

The quantity of coals exported In 1788, was not made up when this account was taken. 


The Number of Veflels which entered the Port of Bourdcaux in the courfe of this year, is 
as follows: 


From the Weft Indies, Africa and Newfoundland, , — 


284 

Coafters, 

• 

— 

— 

4,040 

Strangers, 

In all 

The following Ships arrived at Lifbon during this Year. 

336 

4,660 

Pprtuguefe 

283 

Venetian, 

— • 

it 

EnglHh, 

35 1 

Raguftans, 

— ' ' 

6 

French, 

174 

Hamburghers, 

— 

5 

Hollanders, 

89 

Imperial, 

— 

3 

Denmark, 

87 

Brcmencrs, 

— — 

3 

Swedes, 

34 

Pruffian, 

—. 

1 

Spanifh, 

3 * 

Ruffian, ' 

— — 

1 

American, 

59 

Daatzickers, 

In all 

1 

1,109 


Notwithstanding we have given, from Time to Time, a particular Detail of the annual Im¬ 
ports and Exports of Great Britain, we fhall clofe that important Source of Information by’ 
the following authentic T able, made up from the Cuftom-Houfe Accounts, which givey, 
at one View, the Totals of the Britilh Imports and Exports from the commencement of the 
prefent-Century to the Year 178$. 



Imports. 

- Export/. . . ,« . ' 

Excefu 

Tears. 

£■ S - d 

/• ,va: 

.£•■ 3. A;#..- 

<•' ■ : '*'■ ' r / ,, 

£. s . d . 

1700 

5,970,175 no 

7.302,716 8 7 

1,332,541 6 8 

1701 

5,869,606 9 JO 

7,621,053 6 s 

1,751,446 r6 7 

1702 

4 .i 59 . 3°4 16 0 

5,235,874 0 5 

1,076,569 4 5 

1703 

4.526,596 n r 

6,644,163 6 0 

2,117,506 14 11 


1704 
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1788 

' Imports. 


r 

Exports, 


Exccfs. 


Years, 

£• s. 

d. 

£ * 

d. 

£ s. 


17O4 

5,383,200 16 

5 

6,552,019 18 

2 

1,168,819 1 

8 

170S 

4,031,649 j 4 

10 

5,501,677 n 

2 

1,470,027 16 

4 

1706 

4. n 3*933 3 

3 

6,512,086-17 

I 

2,39 8 .i53 >3 

9 

1707 

4,274,055 10 

4 

6,767,178 8 

6 

2,493,122 18 

2 

1708 

4,698,663 11 

8 

• 6,969,089 19 

1 

2,270,426 7 

5 

1709 

4»S ,0 >593 >> 

8 

6,627,045 17 

6 

2,116,452 5 

9 

1710 

4,011,341 7 

4 

6,690,828 15 

2 

2,679,48 1 7 

10 

1711 

4,685,785 17 

7 

6,447,170 15 

3 

1,761,384 18 

7 

171a 

4,454,682 11 

6 

7,468,857 5 

1 

3> 0l 4»i74 >3 

6 

*713 

5,811,077 16 

6, 

• 7,352,655 12 

2 

>,54i,577 >5 

8 

1714 

5,929,227 0 

8 

8,361,638 3 

3 

2,432,411 2 

6 

>7»S 

5,640,943 16 

5 

7,379,409 0 

8 

>,73 8 ,465 4 

3 

1716 

5,800,258 7 

8 

7,614,085 6 

11 

1,813,826 19 

3 

1717 

6,346,768 1 

6 

9,147,700 2 

4 

2,800,932 0 

10 

1718 

6,669,390 1 

1 

8,255,302 >4 

5 

1,585,912 13 

4 

1719 

5»3<>7 5 499 8 

3 

7,709:528 1 

7 

2,342,028 1$ 

4 

1720 

6,690,083 15 

1 

7,936,728 16 

6 

1,846,645 1 

5 

1721 

5,768,510 16 

7 

8,681,200 17 

4 

2,912,690 0 

9 

1722 

6,378,098 19 

1 

9,650,789 17 

10 

3,272,690 18 

9 

1723 

6,505,676 6 

8 

9,489,811 16 

7 

2,984,135 9 

11 

1724 

7,394,405 2 

5 

9* >43,356 12 

7 

1,748,951 10 

2 

1725 

7,094,708 8 

6 

11,352,480 11 

4 

4,257,772 2 

10 

1726 

6,677,865 13 

4 

9,406,731 10 

10 

2,728,865 17 

6 

1727 

6,798,908 4 

2 

9,553> 0 43 > 8 

3 

2,754,135 >4 

1 

1728 

7,569,299 1 

9 

J >,631,383,-1 

11 

4,062,084 0 

2 

1729 

7,540,620 10 

5 

■>>475*771 >6 

8 

3>935, *5 1 6 

3 

1730 

7,780,019 9 

2 

11,974/> 35 14 

11 

, 4,194,116 5 

9 

*73* 

61,991,500 3 

II 

11,167,380 10 

6 

4,175,880 6 

7 

1732 

7,087,914 5 

O 

11,786,658 13 

0 

4,698,744 8 

0 

1 733 

8,016,814 2 

2 

11,777,306 6 

7 

3,760,492 4 

5 

>734 

7,095,861 8 

4 

11,000,645 2 

2 

3,904,783 13 

10 

>735 

8,160,184 0 

11 

13,544,144 7 

0 

5,383,960 6 

1 

1736 

7,307,966 12 

10 

11,616,356 10 

2 

4,308,389 17 

4 

>737 

7.073,638 3 

6 

11,842,320 17 

0 

4,768,682 13 

6 

1738 

7,438,960 4 

7 

12,289,495 7 

1 

4,85 0 ,535 2 

6 

>739 

7,829,373 8 

1 1 

9,495,366 14 

3 

.1,665,993 5 

4 

1740 

6,703,778 10 

6 

8,S69,939 >5 

5 

2,166,161 4 

11 

1741 

7,936,084 18 

7 

11,469,872 8 

2 

.v533>787 9 

7 

1744 

6,866,864 >3 

0 

11,584,427 2 

4 

4,717,562 9 

4 

>743 

7,802,353 6 

6 

14,623,653 9 

6 

6,82i,jbo 3 

0 

>744 

6,362,971 6 

6 

11,429,628 10 

3 

5,066,657 3 

9 * 

' >745 

7,847,123 3 

3 

10,497,329 17 

0 

2,650,206 13 

9 

1746 

6,205,687 15 

8 

>>; 3 6 o, 79 2 >6 

2 

5’>55, 1C 5 0 

6 

>747 
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Imparts. Exports, _ Exctfs, 


Tears. 


d. 


d. 

£■ <■ 

<7. 

1747 

7.»* 6 757 5 

6 

11,442,049 I 

6 

4,325,291 16 

0 

1748 

8,136,408 19 

6 

,2 *35*i433 12 

11 

4,215,024 13 

5 

1749 

7,917,804 10 

4 ; 

14,099,366 11 

0 

6,181,562 0 

8 

i75° 

7,772,039 12 

5 

15,132,004 3 

1 

7>359.9 (, 4 *0 

8 

*75* 

7,943,436 4 

5 

13,967,811 8 

7 

6,024,375 4 

2 


7,889,369 9 

3 

13,221,116 3 

u 

5,331,746 14 

8 

■ *753 

8,625,029 4 

3 

14,264.614 3 

11 

5,639,584 19 

8 

*754 

8,093,472 15 

0 , / 

1 3’ 396,853 9 

7 

5.3 0 3-383 *4 

7 

*75S 

8,772,865 2 

JO 

12,182,255 17 

6 

3.409.39 0 *4 

8 

1756 

7,961,603 8 

10 ’ : 

12,517,640 8 4 

' 3 

4.55^. 0 36 *9 

5. 

*757 

9,253,317 14 

9 

*3,438,285 1 

0 

.4,184,967 6 

3 

1758 * 

8,415,025 4 

10 

*5'°34 j 994 *° 

7 . ' 

6,619,969 5 

9 

*759 

8,922,976 1 

4 ■ . 

14,696,892 7 

1 

5-773.9*6 5 

9 

1760 

9,832,802 11 

1 '. 

*5.579.073 0 

' 5' 

5,746,270 9 

4 

* 761 

9,543,901 14 

4 

*6,365,953 o' 

7 

6,822,051 6 

0 

.■> 

* 176a 

8,870,234 14 

v 3 * 

14,134,095 3 

6 

5,263,858 9 

3 

1763 

11,665,036 0 

9- 

16,160,181 16 

3 

4-495-*45 *5 

6 

1764 

10,364,307 12 

3 _ 

16,512,403 16 

3 

6,148,096 4 

0 

1765 

10,889,742 13 

10 

’ * 4>S50.507 ? 

a " 

3,660,764 7 

10 

1766 

* *»475»77 5 5 

.8 

14,024,964 2 

8 

2,549,188 17 

0 

1767 

12,073,956 0 

n 

8 *3,844,511 1 

8 

*.770,555 0 

9 

3 768 

11,878,661 a 

7 

I 5>**7»9 8 * *^ 

2 

3,239,321 13 

6 

• 

1769 

11,908,560 16 

5 

*3»43 8 > a 3 6 6 

ii 

*.529,675 10 

6 

1770 

12,2*6,937 14 

.3 

14,266,653 17 

5 

2,049,716 3 

2 

*77* 

12,821,995 16 

9 .. 

17,161,146 14 

2 

■ 4.339.i5o *7 

5 

177a 

14,508,715 16 

9 . ■ 

*8,732.379 5 

8 

4,233,663 8 

11 

*773 ' " 

12,522,643 7 

0, * 

16,654,052 5 

8 

4,131,408 18 

8 

*774 

14,548,902 16 

1 

17,607,447 4 

0 

3<058>S44 7 

li 

*77.5 

14,846,955 17 

2 

16,946,523 18 

4 

2,129,568 1 

2 

1776 

12,449,189 17 

11 

15,685,107 16 

7 

3,235,918 18 

8 

1777 

12,643,834 7 

8 

14,152,243 6 

1 . . 

1,508,408 18 

5 

,*77 8 

*0.975-533 * 

0,'. 

12,375,712 12 

it' 

1,400,179 11 

11 

*779 . 

**.435»* 6 3 *3 

; $ 

*3.5^7.77* 4 

2 ' 

2,162,507 ro 

9 

1780 

21,714,967 <7 

u 

13,689,073 12 

6 

1,974,105 4 

7 

* 1781 

12,723,613. 16 

1 ■ ■. . 

11,470,388 14 

8 

*.253-235 i” 

5* 

1782 

^'1^3414628. t j 

6 

13,224,637 10 

u v 

2,883 008 15 

- 5 

1783 

‘ 13,122,235 7 

■6 

*5.450.778 12 

9 

2 .3 28 .543 5 

3 

* 1784 

-15,272,802 O 

3 

14,961,074 11 

9 

311,727 8 

6* 

1785 

16,279,490 * 

6 ‘ 

16,770,239 7 

9 

490,749 6 

3 

17*6. 

15,786,073' 7 

5 

16,300,730 12 

5 

. 5*4,658 5 

D 

1787 

17,804,024 16 

1 

18,296,166 12 

11 

492,141 16 

*0 


N-. B. In tliofe years marked with afteriiks, the excefs is to be underftood of the imports; 


m all others, of the exports. 

’ ' We 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 


87S8 We have already given a lift of the number of the Dutch fliips employed in the whale 
fifhery, from the year 1770,—but, as the following Table, with which we arc now furnifhed, 
gives the Hiftory of the Dutch Greenland Trade in a more particular manner, and«during the 
courfe of upwards of K century, we ihall iufert it, without any juft real'on to fear the charge of 
repetition. 


J List ^/Greenland W Strait Davis Ships, from Holland, Jimc the 2 'ear 1661, 

with the number of Fijh caught each Tear. 


Tran I Ships I Fifi) 






1663 


1664 


Jhips tl Fj/h I Te ars I Slips Fijh , 























































































































694 AN HISTORICAL and chronological deduction 

A. 1). 

1 }88 The number of vellcls which have been employed in the Whale Fiflicrv to Davis's Straights 

and the Greenland Seas, in the prefent year, were 222, mea Luring altogether 65,7.67 tons ; 
their cargoes conhitcd of 5,989 tons of clean oil; 7,6541005, * cyrt, 4 lbs. whale fins; and 
15,586 feal iking. , #• . * , l 

An account of the quantity of Britifh Corn exported, and of Foreign Corn imported and 


.exported for tile year 1781, 

as taken from the Cullom-lionfe books. 
Br'iujh, exported. Foreign, imported. 

Qs. Bujhl Sirs. Btjb. 

Foreign, exported. 
$h;s. J3.JA. 

Barley, — 

62,187 4 

10,685 2 

171 3 

Beans, 

8,933 6 • 

9,189 7 

997 4 

Oats, •— 

Oatmeal, ' — 

11,442 7 

6*9 3 

* 33*>°53 3 

2,ot6 3 

907 1 

Peas, — 

Rye, — 

4,520 1 
30,929 1 

1,091. 7 

63 0 4 

Wheat, — 

49,769 1 

9, 

24,206 1 . " 
146,280 0 

116,936 4 
’ Cut. qrs, lbs. 

8,241 4 

1 Czvt. qrs. Hu 

Wheat Flour, —* 

Malt, — 

25,227 2 l 3 

I, 4 ?l I 17 

v n - 


The following arc the variations of the public funds during this year, With the higheft and 


lmvcft prices arranged oppofitc to each month. 



Bank |Tff| 
c. 1 i 

Smk - | reetuc | 

3 

ant. * 
totjol 1 

4 P cr \ 

cent. * 
er,nft>I | 

New 

Ann 

1727 

|6»f 

| sJ/ik. 

j Short 
j Ann, 
1*778 

India 

Stock. 

I 

/dan* 1 

Mis j 

Bondi. 

South 

Sea 

Sleek. 

Old 

Jinn.. 

! it» r 
cent. 

*75* 

Nrrv 
Navy 
Bills, j 

5 P* r !' 

cent . 
Navy, 

Ejeehtfifer 

Bills. 

Tanuary, . 

l60 764- 1 

771'! 

[9.5? | 


221 

*3v' 

*75 


89s. 

— ■'! 

754 

- ' 

24 

* *54 

28 


*58 75? 

75-4 

9 Si- 



*34 

*704 

— 

8l ' 

— 

75* 

— 

2 

1 I 2 4 

27 

February, 

161I 7(4 

754 

96 

754 

2244 

1724 

75* 

l S 

84I 

754 

7+1 

a-4 

* 1 34 

3 3 

. l 

i&o* 76-j 

7Si 

|964 

744 

224 


171 

754 

84 

— | 

74t 

- i 

2-4 

112^.. 

28 

March, . 

I5 S! 76V 

75i 

96 4 

75* 

224 

*3-4- 

1705 

74f 



76 

754 

*4 

11 34 

26 

■ 1 

, l 7 ( H 7 S i 

7 Si 

9bf 

74i 

22-t 

— . 

170 

754 

84 


754 

— 

2 

1134 

~ 

April, j 

f*7 6 4 76J 

\ 7S\ 

95-1 

744 

22| 

*3i 

05 

75i 

82 

844 

754 

— 

24 

**3* 

— 

1 3 

.172 75S 

75* 

944 

74s 

224 

—• •' 

*74 


«5 

— 

754 

-- 

«*4 

**34 

—- 

Mav, J 

*7*4 754 

,7 Sr 

944 

744 

22g 

*34 

*74 

74» 

— 

751 

75 

*? 

**34 

— 


*7*4 74* 

74i 

94i 

74* 

22 

— 

*734 

73| 

82 

— 

7Si 


— 

**3 

— 

Tune, J 

172,- 741 

75? 

941 

74s 

22-j 

*3t 

*73 

— 

68 

— 

754 

■744 

24 

114 

20 


17 if 74 


934 

74 

22 

— 

171 

— 

66 


754 

i — 

2 

** 3i 

— 

July. 

*7*4 75 

75 4 

95i 

73? 

224 

Ml 

168! 

74? 

7°P- 


744 

68 

2\ 

**2| 

21 p. 


.*73, 74$ 

734 

y?f 

73* 

22^ 

*3* 

*69 

70s 

39 

-" 

744 

61 

2uif. 

*11-1 

— 

Au^ufl. 

1 *lH 7H 

75 s 

964: 

74* 

22| 

*3 

— 

75 

— 

75 4 

— 

2 

**4« 

37 


[ *73» 74t 

734 

95 s 

73* 

22, 

•3? 

1684 

—■ 

40 

— 

744 

— 

l| ' 

112.* 

2 2 

Septemb. 

[1764 76* 

75* 

964 

74v 

22* 

*34 

‘7p4 

7 o- 

73 


734 

744 

2 

1*4 

3» 


[ *7*1 744 

744 

944 

734 

22 

*3 

16 a 

- • 

H 

-. - 

734 

734 

*4 

[ *3i 

-- 

Oftobcr, 

r *7 Si 744 

75i 

944 

744 

22* 

*3f 

1784 

l°r 

78 ; 

— 

744 


*4 

**44 

39 


. *7*4 734 

744 

924 

73l 

21 

*3l 

r68t 

695- 

72 

— ' 

72-1 

— 

*4 

1124 

38 

Novemb. 

F*734 74? 


9'44; 

744 

224 

>34 

1704 


78 


744- 

7 -*'' 

' *4 ■' ■ 

« *44 



*7*» 734 

7% 

934 1 

734 

21 

*34 

1084 

694 

72 

—■ 

724 

— 

i i-4 ■ • 

1*24 

■ 3« 

Decemb. 

' * 7°a 734 

74 

93* 


2*4 

*3« 

166 

684 

72 

82* 

724’ 

—- 
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An account of the chriftcnings and burials within the bills of mortality in London.' 
Chriflened, males 9,892 Buried, males 9,962 

- .. females 9*667 —-—-females 9*735 
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A P PEN D I X. 


Although the following Papers were communicated to us at too late a Period to he 
incorporated with the 1 Pork itfelj , wa> have , notxviihjlar.ding , thought them dif¬ 
fidently interefiing to be given in the Form tf an Appendix. 


COPPER-PLATE ENGRAVINGS. 


A CONSIDERABLE article of commerce has arifen very lately in this country, in a manner 
fo rapid, that it is fomewhat curious to inveftigate the caufe of it—we mean that of engraved 
P/ints. Foreign prints, particularly the French, were fo greatly fuperior to thofc executed in this 
country,, that immenfe quantities of them were imported either for the port-folio, or for furniture. 
Mr. Alderman Boydcll, the perfon principally concerned in this article of importation, with a public 
fpirit and patriotifm, of which his country has had many proofs, conceived an idea, that if the artitls 
of this country were to receive fuitablc encouragement, and have the Works of the great mailers put 
before them, they might equal, if not excel, tliofe of foreign countries. This idea was fo well 
founded, that though it was only attempted to be gut in execution by him about the year 1760, he 
was enabled to publith, in 1761, the Niobc, and fomc others engraved by Woollett, after pictures 
by Wilfon and SHith. This proved fuch a fpecimen of the Engiifh fchool, as gamed the admira¬ 
tion of all Europe, and infured a favourable reception to his future undertakings, which have indeed 
been as fucccisful as they have beeu extenfive; vvitnefs the numerous capital engravings from the 
great mailers, in the Dcvonfliire, Houghton, and other collodions, lately executed. Such has been 
the very rapid progrefs of the art of engraving in this country, fince the period above-mentioned, 
from theTpirited condud and liberal encouragement given to the artifts by Mr. Boydell, that m the 
courfe of a few years he has lived to fee his whole fyilem crowned with fuccefs ; infomudi, that in¬ 
stead of ail the line prints fold in this country being imported from abroad, the exports are now, 
to the imports, (by the moil accurate calculation) as five hundred is to one; and rheie exports 
are not confined to any one country, for they extend from Madrid to Mofcow. It is but jufhee, 
however, to fay, thatfo great a change in this channel of commerce, has been greatly aided by the 
inftitutkm of the Royal Academy—An inftitution which will do tailing honour to Ins prefent Ma- 

jdly—as the young artiil there, from a contemplation of the elaborate works of genius, acquires a 

competent knowledge in drawing and defign.-very cffcntial requires to attain any degree of excel¬ 


lence in this filler art. 


ik-v an uii j imv i «*»• . , 

It perhaps may not be thought improper here to mention an undertaking, that promifes to carry 
inting, as well as engraving, to the fummit of perfeaion in England, efpecally as it is conduced 


painting, as wcl 
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by the fame perfun who has already, as we have before ftated, foefientially ferved his country in this 
line of commerce:—We allude to the magnificent defign of illuflrating the principal fcencs of Shake- 
fpcare, by near a hundred capital pictures, front which engravings are to be made by the firfl: artifts 
in this country, for a fuperb edition of this author’s works. IV^any of thefe pictures arc collcCled 
together and offered to the public view in a gallery ereCtcd for that purpofe. When we contemplate 
this defign, we confefs we are dazzled by its grandeur; we fhall, therefore, content out (elves with 
ufing the words of an eminent author, Dr. Robertfon, who fpcaking of the fubjeCt has faid, “ That 
it is an undertaking worthy the magnificence of a«great nation, in honour of its favourite author.” 
It is very certain, that no age, nor no country, has ever raifed fuch a monument to any author. 

But to what lengths the enterprize of men of talents, feconded by the confidential afiiftance of a 
liberal public, will go, cannot eafily be determined. The fine arts in all other countries have been 
fupported by devotion, in the execution of endlefs altar-pieces, &c. and by the patronage of great 
families: but, in this country, commerce feems to be doing that, which religion and perianal patro¬ 
nage could alone cffeCt in foreign nations; and as Commerce is the fubjeCt of our labours, we arc 
happy in giving this additional proof of its importance. 

It may not be improper, in this place, to mention the polygrapbic invention of Mr. Jofeph Booth, 
portrait painter, by which paintings in oil colours are copied or multiplied. This art already be¬ 
gins to flourifh, and promifes no incoufiderabJe article to the commerce of this country. 

POTTERIES AND EARTHEN WAR E. 

A manufactory of earthen, ware has been carried on at Burflem in Staffbrdfhire, and fome of the 
neighbouring villages, from time immemorial. It can be traced with certainty for at leaft two cen¬ 
turies back; of its firfl introduction, no tradition remains: but it has not, till of late years, 
been of confequence enough to engage the attention of the public, or to merit the notice of writers 
upon commerce. 

In 1686, as we learn from Dr. Plot’s Natural Hiftory of Staffbrdfhire, published in that year, only 
the coarfe yellow, red, black, and mottled wares, were made in this country; and the only mate¬ 
rials employed for them, appear to have been tiip different coloured clays which are found in the 
neighbourhood, and which form fome of the mcafurcs, or firata of the coal mines. Thefe coarfe 
clays made the body of the ware, and the glaze was produced by powdered lead or£ fprinklcd on the 
pieces before firing, with the addition of a little manganefe for fome particular colours The quan¬ 
tity ofgoods manufactured, was at that time fo inconfrderahie, that the chief fale of them, the Doc¬ 
tor fays, was “ to poor crate-men, who carried them on their backs all over the country.” 

•About the year 1690, two ingenious ajjifans from Germany, of the name of Eller, fettled near 
Burflcm, and carried on a final! work For a little time. They brought into|his country the method 
of glazing ftone ware, by calling fait into the kiln while it is hot, and fome other improvements cf 
lefs importance ; but finding they could not keep tlicir fecrctstotlicmfeives, they left the place rather 
in difguft. 

From this time, various kinds of {tone ware, glazed by the fumes of fait in the manner above- 
mentioned, were added to the wares before made. The white kind, which afterwards became, and 
for many fuccecding years continued, the ftaple branch of pottery, is faid to have owed its origin to 
the following accident. A potter, Mr. Aftbury, travelling to London, perceived fomething amifs 
with one of his horfe’s eyes; an oftlerat Dunflable faid he could foon cure hirn, and for that purpofe 
put a common black flint Hone into the fire. The potter obferving it, when taken out, to be of a 
fine white, immediately conceived the idea ofimproving his ware, by the addition of this material to 

the 
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the whiteft clay he could procure: accordingly he fent home a quantity of the flint Hones of that 
country, where they are plentiful among the chalk, and by mixing them with tobacco-pipe clay, 
produced a white ftone ware, much fuperiour to any that had been feen before. 

Some of the other potters foon difeovered the fource of this fuperiority, and did not fail to follow 
his example. For a long time they pounded the flint Hones in private rooms, by manual labour, in 
mortars; but many of the poor workmen fullered fcvcrely' from the dull of the flint getting into 
their lungs, and producing dreadful coughs, cotifumptions, and other pulmonary diforders. Thefe 
difaflers, and the incrcafcd demand for the flint powder, induced them to try to gtind it by mills of 
various conftruftions; and this method, being found both effectual and fafe, has continued in 
prafticc ever fince. * 

With thele improvements, in the beginning of the prefent centurv, various articles were produced 
for tea and coffee equipages. Soon after, attempts wore made to furnifh the dinner tabic alfo; and 
before the middle of the century, utenlils for the table were manufactured in quantity, as well for 
exportation as home confumptmn. 

11 ut the fait glaze, the only one then in ule for this purpofc, is, in its own nature, fo irnperfe£t ; 
and the potters, from an injudicious competition among themfclves for cheapncfs, rather than excel¬ 
lence, had been fo inattentive to elegance of form, and neatnefs of workmanfliip, that t!iis ware 
was rejected front the tables of perfons of rank ; and, about the year 1760, a white ware, much more 
beautiful, and better glazed than ours, began to be imported in confiderablc quantities from 
F ranee. 

This inundation of a foreign manufafhire, fo much fuperiour to any of our own, mud have had 
very bad effeiSs upon the potteries of this kingdom, if a new one, Hill more to the public tafte, lnd 
not appeared foon after. In the year 1763, Mr. Joliah Wedgwood, who had already introduced 
feverai impioveinents into this art, invented a fpccies of earthen ware, for the table, quite new in 
its appearance, covered with a rich and brilliant glaze, bearing fudden alternations of heat and cold, 
minufaftured with cafe and expedition, and confcquently cheap ; and having every requifite for the 
purpofe intended. To this new manufacture the Queen was pleafed to give her name and patronage, 
commanding it to be called {hum's ware, and honouring the inventor by appointing him her 
Majefty’s potter. 

To the fame" perfon we owe the invention of the following kinds of earthen ware and 
porcelain, viz. 

]. Tin a Cotta, refemilling porphyrv, granite, F.gvptian pebble, and otlicr beautiful Hones, of 
tin. Siliceous o: Cryflalline older. 

11. Bajaltos\ a fine black porcelain bifque, of nearly^hc fame properties with the natural flone ; 
it receives a high poltlij, ferves as a touchilone for metals, fltikes tire with lied, refills all the acids, 
and bears, without injury, a ftronger fiic than the bafakes itlVlf. 

HI. Ifh.te Porcelain bifque, of a Tmootli wax-like furhicc, of tlie fame properties with the 
preceding, except in what depends upon colour. 

VI. Ja/ficr ; a white porcelain bifque, of exquilite beauty and delicacy, poffcffing the general pro¬ 
perties of the bafaltcs, together with that of receiving colours, through its whole fubflance, in a 
manner which no other both, ancient or modern, has been known to do ; this render? it peculiarly 
Pit for cameos, portraits, and all fubjefh in has relief, as the ground may be coloured throughout, 
without paint or enamel, while the raifed figures arp of a pure white. 

V. Bamboo, or canc-cotoured bifque porcelain, of the fame nature as No. 3. 
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VI. A porcelain blfqni, remarkable for great bardnefs, little inferior to that of agate: this 
property, together with its refiltance to the ftrongeft acids and corrofives, and its impenetrability by 
every known liquid, adapts it for mortars, and many different kinds of chemical vcflels. 

Thefe fix diftinCt fpecies, together with the Quefcn’s ware already mentioned, expanded into a 
thoufanJ different forms, for ornament as well as ufe, varioufly painted and embellifhed, conftitute- 
nearly the whole of the prefent fine Englilh earthenwares and porcelains, which are now become 
the fource of an imtnenfc trade ; and which, confidered as an objcCt of national indaftry and. 
commerce, make one of the moft important manufactures of the kingdom. 

The evidence given by Mr. Wedgwood, to the Committee of Privy Council, and at the Bars of 
tlffc two Houfcs of Parliament, when a commercial arrangement with Ireland was in agitation, in 
1785, will ihew the extent of this manufacture, and its value to our maritime and landed, as well as 
commercial interefts. Though the manufacturing part alone gives bread to fifteen or twenty 
thoufand people, he looks upon this as.a fmall objeCt, when compared with the many others that 
are put in motion by it, viz. The immenfe quantity of inland carriage it creates throughout 
England, both in its raw materials, and fmifhed goods—the great number of people employed in 
the extenfive collieries for its ufe—the Hill greater numbers employed in raifing and preparing the raw 
materials , in fcveral diftant parts of the kingdom, from near the Land’s* End, in Cornwall, one way, 
along different parts of the coaft, Falmouth, Tcignmouth, Exeter, Pool, Gravefend, and the 
Norfolk coaft; the other way, to Biddcford, Wales, and the lrifh coaft—the coafiing vrjjels, which 
being employed, at the proper feafons, in the Newfoundland filhery, carry thefe materials coaftwife 
to Liverpool and Hull, to the amount of many thoufand tons yearly, at times when they would 
otherwife be laid up idle in harbour—the further conveyance froth thofe ports, by river and canal 
navigation, to one of the moll inland fituatimis in the kingdom—and the reconveyance of the finifhed 
goods to the different ports of this ifiand, where they arc (hipped for every foreign market that is 
open to the earthen wares of England, 

He obferves further, that this manufacture, in a national view, is attended with feme advantageous 
circuinftances, almoft peculiar to itfelf; fuel) as, that the value of the manufactured goods confifis 
almoft. wholly in labour—that one ton of raw materials produces fevcral tons of finilhed goods for 
(hipping, the freight being then charged, not by the weight, but by the bulk—that fcarce a vefill 
leaves any of our ports, without more or lefs of this cheap, bulky, and therefore valuable article to 
this maritime country—and, above ail, that not lefs than five-fixths of the whole produce of the 
potteries arc exported to foreign markets. 

Confidcrablc as this objcCt may now appear, Mr. Wedgwood, in his evidence to the Houfe of 
Commons, declares himfclf impreffed witlMhc idea that the art is fliil but in its infancy, coaiparcd 
with what it may arrive at, if not interrupt* in its growth. 

By this laft exprdfion vve fuppofe he alludes to the introduction of excifc laws into the potteries, 
of which there was fome talk at that time ; but it would have been too impolitic a flep to check fo 
growing a manufacture by excife laws, efpecially when five-fixths of the duty collected, muft have 
been paid back again upon exportation of the goods, and an opening thereby made for frauds, which: 
(if we may judge from what has been praCtifed in other articles) would have made the drawbacks 
amount even to more than the fums originally collected. 


THE 
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THE COAL TRADE. 

TKe earlieft account we have of the importation of fea coals into London, was about the year 
j?3$0; and, in the year 1400, the nobility and Citizens petitioned the King, “ to prohibit the farther 
ul’e of fo noxious and unhealthy a kind of fuel,” as they then imagined it to be; and from that 
period to the prefent, the importation has gradually increafed. 

As an article of commerce, a judgment may be formed of its importance, from the following 
flatement: 

Above 500 flips, from one to 500 tons, are employed in bringing coals to London, a'rvd coaftways, 
navigated by many thoufand feamen and flout boys. The import into London alone, in the courfe 
of the laft year Ci 788) amounted to 766,795 chaldrons, from Newcaflle, Sunderland, Blyth Nook, 
Scotland, Wales, and Liverpool. 

The duty paid into the Exchequer, on this amazing import to the metropolis, is no lefs a fum 
than ^306,718, and that without the expence of a fugle Cuflom-Houfc Officer on board. The 
importation of this has exceeded any former year, by at leaft 5000 chaldrons; and it would have 
been twenty or 30,000 more, if contiary winds had not prevailed in November, and the froft fet in 
fo early in December. 

A century ago, this trade was very inconfderablc to what it is at prefent, as the number of 
inhabitants in the different Tea-port towns, and the metropolis, were fewer, and the various 
manufaftures requiring conftant fupplies of this commodity, lefs extenfive and numerous. At that 
period the mailers of veffels, employed in the London trade, ufed’to-frequent a place in Lower 
Thamcs-ftrect, called Room Land, adjoining to Billingfgate, where they met very early in the 
morning, and difpofed of their coals. .In procefs of time, this mode was found very in¬ 
convenient; and as feveral perfons, who kept lighters and barges, had directions from their 
employers, the Captains rather chofc to ditpofe of their cargoes entire, at once, to the 
lightermen, than retail them in fmall quantities, allowing them a frnall difeount for prompt 
payment; by which means they were enabled to fix one certain price for the whole cargo, and 
*grt their Chips unloaded in a fhorter fpacc of time. But, in order to produce this regulation, 
an intermediate perfon was appointed, who was formerly called a coal crimp, or more properly 
a broker,* ‘or factor, to whom the flip’s loading was regularly configncd, who was to fell the 
c aroo, give fccurity, and pay the duties at the Cuflom-Houfc, collect t»e amount of laics from the 
buyers and fettle with the owners. Thcfatne kind of method is obferved in the North, by the 
owners of the collieries, who appoint a perfon, called a fitter, to vend their tv.als to the flip owners, 
who take the rifquc of the voyage, both of flip and cargo** unlefs they are fre ighted on account of 
fome other perfon, which is fometimes the cafe. This is now the invaiiablc method purfued in the 
condua of the Coal Trade. Early in the prefent century vaiious complaints had been made to 
Parliament, of combinations, both in the North, and in London, from jealoufies having arifen 
among the’coal owners in the North, and competitors in mines; and at London among the 
fmallcr dealers, who wiflied, inftead of buying them at fecond hand, to haVe them from the 
flops Thefe complaints arofe, in the full inftancc, from petfons, who were prop.ietors of 
collieries of an inferior repute, having prevailed upon the London principal dealers, by pecuniary 
inducements, to get their coals vended at the London market, in preference to others. This 
operated for a time, to their interefl ; but others, who did not think fit to ©Nerve the fame rule, 

applied to Parliament to put a flop to that undue preference ; and an act was puffed, by winch the 
* 1 donor. 
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donor or acceptor of any gratuity became liable to a penalty of 50I. This, however, had only a 
temporary effeft, and occaiioned a freond complaint, and a further reftriftion of 500I. penalty on 
tranfgrefling the aft. But even this did not remedy the evil; which has, by degrees, induced the 
coal owners at large, with only one or two exceptions, to allow a premium to the principal buyers, 
at the London marker, which has varied from 6d. to is. per chaldron, according to their refpeftive 
opinions of the neccfliry of doing it. In that {late the trade has continued till the laft year. Several 
afts of Parliament have likewife patTed to regulate the ihipping, in the Noith, and their delivery 
at London. The irregularities complained of in*the North arofe from particular partialities being 
fhewn in point of loading; for many of the fitters having become men of f'uch opulence as to engage 
deeply in fhipping, they were too apt to .give fuch lhips as they were concerned in an unfair 
preference. The general body of Blip owners, therefore, got an aft to regulate the turn of loading, 

. by which means every fliip was loaded as lhe applied in a fair turn. To prevent any combinations 
at the London market, an aft was palled to prevent any number of Blips laying above fourteen days, 
after their entry at the London port, whole cargoes were unfold ; by which means 110 Captains have 
it in their power to refufc a fair market price. But thefe afts of Parliament, after the fu ft impreflion 
of them had been fomewhat obliterated, were frequently di(regarded ; and the coal dealers forgot, or 
at leaft grewcarelcfs of afts which were but feldom enforced with vigour. This occnfioned, of late 
years, a want of that taution among the dealers, which had at Brfl been obferved, fo tint they 
received gratuities in too open a manner. As informers will always be on the watch, it happened 
that, in the year 17S7, fome needy people, who had failed in that trade, took advabtage of the 
penal flatute, and having obtained proofs of the aftual receipts of premiums, by moll of 
llie principal dealers, inftituted fuits againfl them on the afts of Parliament; and one having 
been tried, which only failed from an error of its being wrong worded, the whole trade took 
thc*alarm, and applied to Parliament to pafs an aft of oblivion. Bating its ancient ufage, and the 
motives of the perfons who had occafioned the application. The petition was referred to a 
Committee, who examined evidence on both fidcs, and an aft of oblivion was parted, for all former 
caufes of aftions, on the trade lath Tying the perfons who had already brought thole actions; which 
they did, at a conflderablc cxpeuce. 

COAL T A R. 

The manufafture of Coal Tar, for which a prolonged patent has been granted, by aft of Parlia¬ 
ment, to the Earl of Dundonaid, is already become a conflderablc commercial article. Its fur.cef.duJ 
application, as a prefervative to Blip’s bottoms, iron wink, fheds, barns, and all kinds of fences, 
gives it the promife, not only of general confumption at home, bur of great demand abroad. 

CAST PLATE G I, A S S. 

An extenfivc manufaftory of this elegant and valuable branch of commerce, was fir 11 eflablifhcd 
in Lancafliire, about the year 1773, through the fpirited exertions of a very refpeftablc body of 
proprietors, who were incorporated by an aft of Parliament. From thofc various difficulties con- 
flantly attendant upon new undertakings, when they have to contend with powerful foreign 
eftabhfh meats, it was for fome rime confiderably embarrafled; but Government, of late, having 
taken off fome reftriftions that bore hard upon it, and made fome judicious regulations rclative^o 
the mode of levying the Excife duty, it now bids fair to rival, if not lurpafs, the mofl celebrated 
Continental manufafturcs, both with refpeft to the quality, brilliancy, and fize of its pro- 
•jduftlons. 
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PAISLEY MANUFACTORY. 

Paifley was. ereflcd into » burgh, or barony,, by James the IVth. of Scotland, 1488, and enjoys 
all the powers neccffary for government and police, without any of the burthens to which Royal 
burghs are fubjefted. The freedom of the place is conferred on very moderate terms ; and, though 
the revenues of it are not great, they have been managed to the beft advantage. As the extenfive 
nianuf flures carried on at this town, and places ^adjacent, are valuable acquifitions to the country, 
they will natuially excite the attention of all who confider manufactures to be the chief pillars of our 
national profperity. 

The branches of manufaftures carried on at Paificy, are the linen, the thread, the filk, and the 
cotton. The tnanufafturc of linen, and linen mixed with cotton, was begun before the union of 
the two nations ; but, at that time, was very inconfidcrable. A few looms were employed in weaving 
muflins ; but this trade was loon annihilated by the introduition of foreign muflins. It is a curious 
circumftancc that, after they were obliged to abandon this fabric for eighty vears, the progrefs of the 
manufacturing arts is £0 far advanced, that they have now, with great probability of fuccefs, 
commenced a rivalfhip with the weavers of ludoilan, where that fabric has been manufaitured for 
ages. 

Their next attempt was weaving fttiped linens, which they named Bengals, and were an imitation 
of cotton, but made of linen and cotton yarn. At this time, a trade with England being opened, a 
confiderable trade of check handkerchiefs was carried on, for feveral years, with advantage. To 
this fucceeded plain, ftriped, fpotted, and figured lawns, and bordered handkerchiefs. After this, 
plain and figured thread gauze was added to the other fabrics. Thefe light fancy articles tended to 
excite the ingenuity and talk- of the art ids ; fo that goods, of various patterns, were now made, and 
their fuccefs in invention and workmanj thjp was confiderable. The Paificy manufactures were now 
in demand, both in the home and the rtflpgn markets, and a foundation was laid for that extenfive 
bufincls, to which they have fince attained. In order to afeertain the progrefs-of this branch, wo 
here fubjoin an abftraft account from the Stamp Mailer’s books, who made a report yearly, upon, 
oath, to the Honourable Board of Truftees for fifherics and manufactures, he. 




Yards. 

l- 

s. 

d. 

1743 to ditto 

1 744 

353.407 

Value 15,886- 

15 

10 

1747 — 

1748 

413,660 

- 23.671 

>9 

7 

U 57 ~ 

i 7>3 

- ' 99 s 

-’ 45.665 

8 

11 

1767 — 

1768 

529,022 

- 54,664 

12 

iH 

1783 — 

1784 

1,922,020 

-- 161,385 

16 



The manufa&ure of thread was fiift attempted, in this country, bv Mrs. Millar, of Bargarran, in 
1J22, on having received lome information and machinery from Holland. Her example was immedi¬ 
ately followed by feveral famines in Paificy. They imitated that fpeeies, called Nuns, or ounce 
thread, which is made up in banks of forty threads, and reeled upon iee!s a yard in.circumference. 
This manufa&urc fucceeded equally well with the lawns and gauzes, and has ariived at an high, 
degree of perfeftinn. But after being once cftabhihcd, and the profits reduced to a moderate 
quantum, methods were adopted by in me to cncreafe thefe profits, which were neither honouiablc, 
nor, in the refult, advantageous, by putting thirty threads in the hank, in Head of forty ; but when 
the thirty threads became perfectly known in the market, twenty-eight were fubflituted by fiome, 
mftcad of thirty, and thirty-four or thirty-five inches in length, inftcad of thirty-fix. Frauds were 

arrived. 
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arrived to fuch an height, that it became highly neccfiary to make application to Parliament, to 
remedy this growing evil, and prevent the ruin of this valuable mamifaftbry. 

The different lpccies of threads made at Pailley, and in its neighbourhood, were nuns or ounce 
thread, Lifle or dozen thread, flouriflung cotton'for embroidering, India cotton for flowering, and. 
Ware thread. 

The number of machines employed in twining thread, at Paifley, in 1784, was not under 120. 
—Each machine, upon an average, will twine, of yarn, 2400 fpindles; the whole of which makes 
288,000.—Thefe fpindles of thread, valued at 4s. 6d. when mauufaftured, amount to 64,000!. 

Now that we are upon the fubjeft, it may not be amifs to obfctve, that from a general ftatement 
of the thread, manufaftured in Scotland, in 1 784, to which year this branch had gradually 
encreafed, it appears, that the number of machines employed were at leaf! five hundred, two hundred 
of which were employed in twining ounce threads, of every different fpecies included under this 
denomination ; and confume, upon an average, 2400 fpindles of yarn each, which amount to 
480,000.—Thefe fpindles, at 4s. 6d. when manufactured into thread, amount to 108,000 1 . 

Three hundred machines, employed in twining, flitching, or pound threads, white, coloured, and 
Ofnaburgh, will confume 2000 fpindles each, which make 6oo,ooo.-**Thefe fpindles, at 3s. 9d, 
when manufactured, amount to 112,000 J. 

Total value, 220,000!.—— Total fpindles, 1,080,000. 

This manufacture, in performing all the various operations, from the fpinning of the flax to the 
finifliing of the thread, employs upwards of 20,000 women, befides 4000 of 5006 men. 

The filk gauze manufafture was begun at Paifley, in 1759. The fimilarity betwixt thread 
gauze and filk gauze accelerated the progrefs of this branch. The weavers found no great difficulty 
in imitating the Spital-fields fabrics; and the manufatturer found it his intereft to puflt a bufinefs fo 
favourably fituated for cheapnefs of labour, compared Wkh the metropolis of Great-Briiain. A 
company, from London, eflabliflied a warehoufe for thSwPranch, in 1761 ; andVeveral others loon 
after, compofed of partners; fome at Paifley, and others irt London. This new manuf’afture gave 
fufficient room for the difplay of tafte and genius in contriving new patterns. In this they fucceeded 
beyond all cxpe£tation. Paifley filk gauzes became the fafliionablc wear through all the polite circles 
in Europe. The Spital-fields manufafturers were excelled, and the Britilh gauzes were preferred at 
Paris, in oppofition to all the exertions of the French manufacturers, by whom thefe fabrics were 
originally invented. At length, his Molt Chriftian Majefty publilhed an arret, prohibiting the 
importation of them, under the fevpreft penalties. The immediate effect of which, however, lias 
been done away, by the Treaty of Commerce between Grcat-Britain and France, as gauzes, of all 
•kinds, are admitted into that country, on a duty of ten per cent, ad valorem. 

The number of weavers employed, in the filk gauze fabrication, aTe 
not under — — — — — 5,000 

And the winders, warpers, clippers, draw-boys, and others, ncceflary 
in the various.ports of the filk raanufaftory, — — 5,000 

10,000 

Suppofe thefe ten thoufand workmen, at .an averag'e, to earn 5s. per £ 

■ week, the fum paid for wages will be, per ann. — 130,000 

Every filk loom produces an annual average value of 70I, the 
amount of which is — — — 350,000 


The • 



APPENDIX. 70$. 

The Value of Pailley Manufadurcs, for 1784. 




£■ 

s, d. 



Silk gauzes, —• — _ 

— 

350,000 

0 0 



Lawns and thread gauze, — 

— 

» 6 4 . 3 8 S 

16 6j 



Thread, — _ 

-* 

64,800 

0 0 




Total 

S 7 S-i 8 S 

16 6i 



The Number of PcopI 

e employed. 




Lawn branch.—Weavers, — 

— 


2,400 



Spinners, — —- — 

— 

— 

7 . 3 8 4 



Winders, warpers, clippers, &c. — 

— 

— 

1,000 



Ovcrfccrs, — — — 

— 

— 

100 



Makers of machinery and implements, 

— 

— 

800 





Total 

• 

11,684 



Thread.—Spinners, winders, bleachers, 

twiners, 

Slc: 

4,800 



Silk-weavers, — — — 

— 

—- 

5,000 



Winders, warpers, dippers, &c. — 

— 

— 

5,000 





Total 

26,484 



That we mav difeover of what importance thefe manufadures 

arc to this country, it is 

proper to 

point out what part of the value is the produce of labour, and 

what part is 

imported from foreign 

countries. * 









£• 

s. 

a. 

The lawns,—Grofs value, — — 

£■ 

d. 

164,385 

16 

f>i 

Deduct for foreign yarn, Irifh included, — 

21,600 0 0 




Ditto for linked and foreign allies, — 

00 

5 >6 6’ 





-- 


23.385 

16 

6*. 



Remains 

141,000 

O 

0 


The thread,—Grofs value, — £. s. d. 64,800 00 

Dedud for yarn, foreign and Irifh, 600 o o 

Ditto for foreign linfccd and allies, 580 o o 

. — 1,180 o o 

"Remains 63,^0 o o 

Silk gauze,—Wages paid, _ _ _ 130,000 o o 

Profits, at 10I. percent, including charges of merchandize, —. 35,000 o o 

Total 369,620 o o 

Some years previous to this period, an event happened which portended a confrderable revolution 
in the manufadures of Grcat-Britain. This was the invention of Mr. Arkwright's celebrated 
machine, which is fo aptly confhudcd, and fo judicioufly planned, that with one great water 
Vox.. IV. 4 U . wheel. 
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wheel, above 4000 threads of cotton yarn are fpun at once, of which the fineft muflins are manu¬ 
factured. This, with the invention of jennies for ipinning woofs, encouraged the manufacturers, 
both of South and North Britain, to attempt the various fabrics of totton goods, with great proba¬ 
bility of fuccefs. Such powerful means of accelerating labour, and, at the fame time, producing 
yarn more perfeff in quality, had the effeft of reducing twe prices of manufadured cottons. This 
great acquitition operated likewife upon the falhions. Cottons were fubllituted in part for linens, 
woollens, and even filks. Thence it became ncceflary for the manufadurers at Paiflcy, again to 
attempt the fabric of muflins. 

In 1785, they engaged in this branch, and are now carrying it on to a confiderahle extent. The 
difficulties attending every new fabric are many ; the minutiae in the p'rogrels of various operations 
are at firft but imperfectly undcrllood. There is one encouraging circumltance, however, that they 
have not only great advantages from fire machinery invented, .which is fuperior to every other 
country, but alfo the weavers perform their operations better than the Afiatics. Yet, after all the 
exertions made, and the valt fums expended upon machinery, buildings, materials, &c. the Eaft- 
India Company lyivc it in their power, by a great importation of muflins, to involve thoufands of 
inJuftrious Britiffi fubjcCls in dilhefs and ruin. This a pears evident from what happened in 1787, 
the confequencc of which we have already noticed under that year. This circumftance attrafted the 
attention of theLcgiflatur’e, as fomc limitation appeared absolutely necefTary,with refpeCt to the impor¬ 
tation of foreign muflins. Were the Eaft India Company to import the raw material, which is of a finer 
quality than what is produced oil the Britilh Weft India lflands, fuch a ftep would be productive of 
the moft falutary confequences to the home manufactures of this country. But, if cotton wooi will 
not pay the expence of fuch a long navigation, with a profit to the importers, then, in that cafe, if 
no foreign muflins weie permitted to be imported, under 5s. the yard, 36 inches broad, and 7s. 6d* 
iix-quarters broad, this would give liability to the coarfer fabrics, and fccurity to the manufacturers 
in employing the capitals upon this extenfive field. 

The Parliament, in 1743, cna&ed, that a bounty of one penny fliould be given for every yard of 
Britifh and Irifli linens, made of hemp or flax, of the value of 6d. per yard, and not exceeding is. 
per yard, and of one halfpenny for every yard under the value of 6d. per yard, which fhall be ex¬ 
ported out of Great-Britain to Africa, America, Portugal, and Spain; and was afterwards extended 
to all linens of the value of is. fid. per yard. Thofc bounties were, no doubt, very favourable to the 
linen trade of Scotland and Ireland ; and a continuation of that national encouragement to Britifh- 
madc linens may be highly proper: but for what caufc Great-Britain will continue to give to Ireland 
from 50 to,„7o,oool. a year of bounties upon their linens, is difficult to perceive. It is necdTary 
here to ftate a lew faffs, from which it may be determined, whether it be not the intcrcft of Great- 
Britain to exclude the Irifli from that bounty, until a more liberal interchange of manufactures is 
eftablifhed. ' 

Previous to the year 1759, a5! goods, made chiefly of linen-yarn, with a fmall mixture of cotton, 
were admitted into Ireland, duty free; but, after that period, fuch goods were confidcred as unrated 
merchandize, and charged with a duty of 10I. per cent. 

In the year 1779, the Irifh ads of Parliament of the 14th and 15th of Charles II. laying a duty 
of 5s. per dozen, on fine needle-wrought handkerchiefs of Holland, were conftrued to extend to a 
coarfe article, called Renting handkerchiefs, fent at that time in conlidcrable quantities from Paiflcy, 
and its neighbourhood, to Ireland, at the low average price of las. per dozen. Confcqtfently, from 
paying nothing previous to 1759, and 10J. per cent, after that period, the duty was advanced to 
about 40I. per cent, ad valorem 


Threads 
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Threads which arc wholly made of linen yarn, by a lingular mode of management, are rated at 
5 s * per lb. from No. 4 to 20, when the medium value is not above 3s- and pay 101. per cent, upon 
that rate; from No. 20 to. 40 they are rated at 15s. per lb, notwithffanding the medium value is not 
above 8s. thus, inffead of a 10I. per cent, duty, they arc charged about 17; per cent, ad valorem. 
But, what is move lingular, the importer is obliged to make oath, that his tin cads are of that value 
at which they are rated, betore he can obtain a clearance from the Cuffom-houfe. 

In the year 1781, the fame conffruftion of the ails of the 14th and 15th of Charles II. was 
extended to filk gauze handkerchiefs, upon which the duty was advanced from about is. lod. to 5*. 
per dozen, making nearly 50I. per cent, on the average value of that fpecics of goods con fumed in 
the Irilh market. 

In like manner, printed handkerchiefs pay 5s. per dozen, equal to about 30!. per cent, on the 
medium qualities ufuaily confumed in Ireland; and, m'addition to this duty, 6J. per yard is 
charged upon all muflins, or cotton handkerchiefs, or neck-kerchiefs, extending to a duty of 40I. per 
cent, ad valorem. 

After all thefe prohibitory duties, Great Britan), by an aft of liberal eonduft, admitted the Irilh 
manufacturers to a participation of all her markets in the colonics. But will it now he deemed 
found policy to continue this high bounty upon lrilh-made linens, unlefs the lifter-kingdom con- 
lent to a more equitable arrangement in the intetchangc of manufactures J Was this bounty given 
cxclulivelv to Britilh-made linens, in prefeiencc to Irilh, this circumflancc would call forth the 
aftivity of thoufands in the north of Scotland, who are far from being fully employed. 

Betides the general manulaftures already Hated, there arc fevcral other woiks cftablilhcd here, for 
making hard and foft foap, and candles, to the extent of about 30,000). per ann. This, added'to 
the former amount of value, makes in the whole 609,185b 16s. 61 d. There is a coniiderabie 
quantity of thefe articles exported, betides what is necdlary for home conlumption; and it is 
luppofed they are excelled by none in Great-Britain, in point of quality. In 1781, the number of 
families, in the town and parilh, was cxafllv taken ; they amounted to 4170 ; to that allowing five 
to each family, the inhabitants amounted to 20,850, A confiderable addition, fince that time, has 
been made to the town. 

The river Cart, which divides the old from the new town, mixes with the Clyde, three miles 
from the landing-place, and is capable of being greatly improved. VelTeis of thirty tons, and 
upwards, navigate this river, at this time ; but, were the obftruftions removed, vcffels, from 50 to 
70 tons burden, might fail with the tide in fafety. What renders this navigation of great 
importance is, that, as the great canal is now completed to the Clyde, a communication by water 
is opened to the Ealturn coafls of Britain, to Holland, France, Germany, he. 

MECHANICAL INVENTIONS. 

A very dextrous mechanic, Mr. Richard March, of London, has invented a variety of 
machines, chiefly for facilitating and improving the cloth and Hocking manufafturcs ; moft of 
them are faid to be ufcful; they have all, at lead, ingenuity to recommend them to attention. 

The fird is a Machine, to be applied to a Hocking frame, for knotting the common Hocking 
works, which is done by means of knotting hooks, one to each needle, on which hooks the loops 
arc brought; and, without taking the loops off the needles' the hooks, by moving one file of each 
loop round the heads of the needles, and by forcing it on the next needle to that on which it is 

4 U 2 formed. 
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formed, knots the work; and, hy this Ample method being repeated, complete work is formed, in 
a variety aimed unlimited. The fupcvjority acquired by this mode of operation, over tire common 
frame-work, lies chiefly in its not being liable to run, when cut or torn, having a beautiful fattin 
appearance, and being very elaflie, It is now become a flaple article, and gives employ to fevcral 
hundreds of men, women, and children. 

The fecond invention is a Machine, to be added to a flocking frame, to work a warp, commonly 
made ufe of in the loom for weaving, or a thread to every needle, by which means a very great 
variety of fancy-work, in iilk, worfted, cotton, and thread, is made, in fmooth work and in velvet, 
part cur, or cut all over. 

The third is a Machine, to fpin wool, &c. This machine, though not more than fifteen inches 
diameter, and five wide, fpins wool to any degree of finenefs, and may be regulated for that pur- 
pofc, as well as to give any certain number of twills in an inch of yarn fpun. The bobin that 
receives the yarn as it is fpun, has an horizontal and perpendicular motion; and the thread is 
placed on it complcatly even, by means of a guide, that is moved by a rctrogade motion. Some 
hundreds of thefe machines were fet at work, near Barnftaplc, in Devonfliire, where fornc extenfive 
buildings were ereiled for that purpofe: but thefe works having been of late Unit up, and become 
a matter of litigation, we are ncceffitatcd to leave our readers uufatisfied refpefling the deciltve 
mer its of an invention, which points to an improvement of the tirft magnitude. 

A Machine to wind crofs-reded, or I’ortcc Eafl-lndia' cotton yarn, a ike in of which meafurcs 
from ten to twenty yards, and is crolled from fixteen to twenty times. By this invention, yarn 
that cofl from 2S. 6d. to 8s. 6d. per pound winding, is now laid to be wound for lefs than one- 
fourth of the expcnce. 

A Machine, to double and twift any number of threads together, and give any number of 
twills in each inch. 

The following inventions, by the fame perfon, arc very ingenious:—A Machine, to write on 
two fleets of paper the fame words on eacii fleet, without copying, lb as to produce two originals 
in the fame time that one is executed. 

A Machine, to be applied to a boat, or veflel, at fea, by means of which it will fail in a calm. 

An horizontal Windmill. The fitnplicity of this invention is now pretty well known to the 
mechanical world. It confifls of an upright fhaft, on the top of which is a cap, fnnilar to an 
umbrella, in the fries of which are fixed rive cocks, at equal diflanccs; in each is placed an oar; 
the axis, at the end of the oar, turns in the upright fhaft; the cap fupports the oars, by means of the 
cocks ; on thafpart of the oar under the cap, is fixed two crofs pieces, called fttiking pins; on the 
ridge of any building is fixed, horizontally, a round travelling board, with a hole in the center, to 
contain the upright fhaft; in the hole of this board is fixed a tube, or focket, round which the vain: 
and vane-board move, as the wind dire£ts ; under the vane-hoard arc three rollers, at equal 
dillances, which run on the travelling board, at the pieafurc of the wind ; on the upper fide of the 
vanc-board is fixed two half-hoops, or circles, againft the ends of which the pins of the oars ilrikc, 
to turn them to take the wind. 

A Candleflick and Snuffers. The property of the candleflick is this; it will burn out the wick, 
and tallow entire, without wafle of either. The fnuffers are fo contrived, that they do not fnuff the 
candle too low, or fnuff it out, unlefs fo defigned; nor drop the fnuff on the candle. 

A cheap and Ample application to all wheel carriages, to ptevent them from being over¬ 
turned. 


Some 
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Some years fiace, a Mr. John Kendrew, of Darlington, in the county of Durham, invented a 
machine, to go by water, which can, at the fame time, grind and polifh any number of optical 
glailes, and of any fize. 7 he above machine is now at work, at Darlington. 

I he faid J. Kendrew, with I honns Porthoufc, of the fame place, a watchmaker, hath alto 
invented a machine, or water-mill, for fpinning of yarn from hemp, flax, tow, and wool. 

There arc two other fpimnng-mills now employed within five miles of Darlington, befides 
feveral in other parts, under licences from the patentees. 

A Mill, forthe pmpofe of fpinning worfted, invented and cftabiilhcd by Mr. William Toplis, ol 
Cuckncv, near Mansfield, Nottinghamllurc, is now employed, with the gicaud luccel's, in that 
ufcful branch of manufacture. 


R E F O R M AND IMPROVE M ENT 

O F T 11 E 

GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 


Among the manv aids which have been given to commerce and public convenience, dating the 
prefent century, there is not one which dtlerves better of the nation. and has a more iult title to a 
'place m this woik, than the 'format:on winch ha- been made in the adminillvation of the Poll- 
Office, by John I’a .ncr. Efquire, the Comptroller Genera) of it Some general ideas of the reform 
which has fincc 1 ,kcn place, wre firll lucgeded to Mi. Pitt, in the Mitumn of 178a . and, in the 
beginning ot the lohoving vear, a plan was given in to lum. Alter having maturely conhdered it, 
the minitlcr dei.ermio • i i;nt it IhouiJ undeigo a trial. Hi’S original plan, wliieh. though it has 
fincc been greatly • • -. ■ d, contains an the piinciphs of the undertaking, and in its meleiit i'-te 
of perfection, is a ... i us am! iniercltin.; memou In order to give our leaders a general outline of 
this cxtcnlive undci' /u.i", wc hive made Inch fi led ions from the plan prcleuted by Mi. Palmer to 
Mr. Pitt, in 1783, as will ue niffi.'i: m f.u that purpole. 

“ Thcpoft, at present,'’ fays ,\Ji. Palmer, “ inlleid of being the fwifteft, is-almoft the flowed con¬ 
veyance in this comniv ; and though, from the great improvement in our roads-, other carriers have 
proportion,ably mended theii l'pecd, the pod is as tlow as ever. It is likewile very anlafe, as the 
frequent robberies of it tedifv ; anil, to avoid a lei's of this nature, people generally cut bank bills, 
or bills at fight, in two, and lend the parts by different poO.s. 

“ The Poftmaders General lately advertifed diregions to 'he public, how to divide a bill, in fuch 
a manner as to prevent its being of any ufe to the robber. >\i wards ba< e a 1 :■» been frequently 
offered by him for the hell co idrucled maij cart, on fome plan, to picvent the frequent robheiv of 
the mail, but without >fleft. Indeed, it is at prefent generally entrnded to fo.ne idle hov, without 
clurafter, mounted on a worn-out hack; and who, (<> far from being able to defend himltlf, or 
cfcape from a lubber, is much more likely to be in league with him. 

“ The pod fltould certainly be as laie and expeditious ns any other regular Page in the kingdom ; 
for, till it is ib, whatever penalties ate held out to coachmen, carrying parcels, the public, as their 
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convenience direfts, will lend by the fafefl. and moil expeditious conveyance, to the very great lofs 
of the revenue of the Poll-Office. 

“ The compaiifon betwixt the poll and the diligences, from Bath to London, will pretty nearly 
ferve fo* the whole kingdom. The diligence that lets out from Bath, at four or five on Monday 
afternoon, will deliver a letter about ten on Tusfday morning, while the poll that leaves the fame 
place at ten or eleven on Monday night, docs not deliver a letter till two or three oa Weduefday 
afternoon, and frequently much later. Nothing, therefore, prevents the poll from lofing the con¬ 
veyance of many more letters than it Joes at prefent, but the cheapness of the carriage, when com¬ 
pared with that if the diligence. By the poll a'letter colls only four-pence ; and by the diligence, 
booking, carriage and porterage, will make the charge amount to about two filillings ; neverthelefs, 
many perfons, both at Bath and Britlol, fend by th'c latter ; and indeed, throughout the kingdom, 
every letter, to which expedition is nccelTary, is now lent by diligences, where they are ellablilhed. 
jt is, therefore, advifed to contrail with the mailers of thele diligences, to carry the mail, and 
a guard to protect It; and this, it is prefumed, may be done by them not only better, but as cheap 
as the prefent method, which in general is three-pence per mile for the boy and horfe. The 
diligences 1 hou Id go at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour; io that, allowing a quarter of an 
hour to change the horfes, and for each Poilmafter to change the bags, the mail will he conveyed 
from Bath to London in fixteen hours. Bolides, tliefe machines would have a recommendation 
above all others, both for paffengers and parcels, as they would be punctual to time, and be pro¬ 
tected by a guard, which mull prove an additional motive for the mailers to contrail the cheaper 
with Government. 

“ Diligences are now eflahlillied from almofl every town in the kingdom*to London, and in many 
cities and capital towns where the crofs-poft communicates, as front Bath and Briltpl to 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Ghcllcr, Oxford, Exeter, Plymouth, Portfmouth, Ac. which would be 
a great benefit to the crofs polls; and in many places, where they are not yet ellablilhed, a contrafl 
for the mail might induce people to do it. 

“ If the diligence was free of turnpikes, it would he a great laving to Government, and a very 
trifling tax on tolls, which, for a caniagc and pair, from Bath to London, is about nine Ihiliings, 
and a carriage and four, eighteen, it would he fo much towards payment , of the carriage of the 
mail; and, taken all through the kingdom, mull amount to a very large fum annuallv. 

“ It is ccitainiy a very great hardlhip on individuals, that they are liable to an heavy penalty on 
fending letters by diligences, Ac. as they may go out at an hour •when the poll does not, and at a 
time when a letter requires difpatch ; yet feveral pounds mull be paid for an exprcfs, or a* fervant 
fent poll to do what may be done much better, for half a crown, by the coach. All that Govern¬ 
ment wants is to fecure the pollage of any letter, not fent with parcels of goods, or by private 
hands. The great objeft, therefore, mull be to carry cheaper, fafer and fwifter, than any 
other carrier, and that will fccure the bufmefs to the Poll-Office better than any penalties 
whatever. 

“ The Poflmafler of every town mull know the exafl time the mail Ihould arrive, and either 
himfclf, or fervant, be ready at the inn, where the horfes change, with his packet of letters, to put 
in the general hag, and to take out thofe brought for him. He mull be very inexpert indeed, if he 
cannot change his packets, as foon as the oilier does his horfes. If he is not ready, the diligence 
by no means to wait. If, on enquiry, the fabrics of officers are not proportioned to the trull and 
duty, Government will undoubtedly advance them, but no more keep a negligent fervant, in a 
department of the Poll-Office, than in the Exdfe. 
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“ As the hours of fending off the mails, from every office in the kingdom, are fettled to accom¬ 
modate the General Pod-Office, by the propofed alterations they may, perhaps, be changed in mod 
places: to feme the alteration may prove convenient, to others inconvenient; vet, at the very 
word, the conlkleration, that the letter, which may be fent on tire morrow, will arrive at the place 
to which it is directed, as foou as one nowdent to day, will far overbalance it. 

“ A Committee of Gentlemen, Merchants, 8cc. in each town, might, perhaps, fugged a hatter 
method of regulating the pod, for their own didrid, than perfons always employed in the office, 
in London. borne intelligent out-ridets, who travel for orders to the different pat is of the 
kingdom, and have experienced inconvenience in their cortefpondence, would be likely to furuiih 
very ufeful information, which the offi e (liquid not fail to encourage from every quaiter. Where 
new roads are continually forming, and manufatf uring villages glowing into large towns, the pod 
ol luclt a countrv m i l be liable n> continual variation, and open to gicat improvement. 

“ It may be advisable to coni'uh with the Merchants, ike. in London, how far it may be proper 
for the General Office to (hut at teven or eight in the evening. The Change.being ffiur up at three, 
and the Banker’s lhops at fix, the bufmefs woukl be much better done than at twelve at night, 
or one or two in the morning, and cheaper to Government. On examination, perhaps, it nnv be 
fo regulated, that the letters may !v. delivered fo much eailicr than thev are at prefent, as to leave full 
as much time, after the receipt of tin* letter, toanlwer it, as theie is now, though the pod would 
go out earlier. The cnOiaafed expedition of the pod would ail'o allow for tnc miffing a dav. 
Indeed, ait carlv hour, at tlte office, would occafion eailier hours for the dilpateh of buiinefs that is 
to be communicated by it. 

“ It is prciuniSll that, by thefe, and other improvements which tnav be made, letters might be 
delivered in neat ly half the' time they now are. limn many parts of the kingdom, and, as the public 
pay an additional tax with lei’s rcluclancc, when it is grounded on great improvement and con¬ 
venience, the pallagc might b-’ i.lvaru-. d in the propn'tion ot fix-pence for four-pence, but double 
and treble letters in a (mailer degree . for, as the diligence can carry any weight of letters, every 
encouragement fhould be given to fend finall packets by the pod; and, as Government would pay 
about three-halfpence a pound, tot one Hundred miles, the pu die lhould not be made to pay one 
(hilling and four-pence by tlte ounce. 

“ IIv the a£t of 1705, the poiiage o '- a {ingle letter, which ufed to be three-pence for any diflancc 
under eighty miles, was altered to one penny tot one flags*, and two-pence for two luges, under the 
idea that, by doing it fo cheip, Government would have die gieat number or lettets, fent by 
cartiers, ice. in pretcrence to tltJm, not confi.'ertng that they were lent for expedition, not for 
cheapncfs. By the prefent regulation ol the pike; of poll age, iiom the Genetal Poll-Office, a fingic 
letter is a penny for one ilage, iwo-pence for two ftages; any ditlance beyond that, and not 
exceeding eighty miles, three pence. From eighty miles to any part ot England, be the didance 
what it may, even Beivvick-upon-T weed, which’is three hundred miles, 011K four-pence; fo that, 
beyond eighty miles, there is no fort of proportion kept between the didance and the charge, though 
to Edinburgh the charge is fix-pence. Letters, which pals through London, are chaiged the poftage 
to London, and from thence to the place of its dcltmation. 

“ The American charge feems to be on a better plan than that in England, viz. I or a fingic letter, 
above fixty miles,* four-pence ; above one hundred, fix-pence , above two honored, eight-pence ; 
not above three hundred, ten-pence, ice. Suppofe the charges, in future, were at the following 
rates, throughout Great-Brittin, via. A fingic letter, not exceeding twenty miles, two-pence; 
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forty, three-pence; fix tv, four-pence; eighty, five-pence; one hundred, fix-pence; and after that 
an additional halfpenny, on every twenty miles, to and from any part, whether the letter paffes 
through London, or not, • 

“ The grofs receipt of the Poll Office annually, from the time it was firft eftablifhed in the reign of 
Charles 11 . to the a£t paffed by Queen Anne for its imjfrovemcnt, gradually increafed to 111,4611. 
and is now fuppofed to he about 300,000!. 

“ From the propofed and other improvements, the revenue would not only be increafed to a very 
confiderablc amount, but the public lie better accommodated. Some regulation might alfo be adopt¬ 
ed with tclpefl to the privilege of franking. Perhaps, the beft check on abufes in this particular, 
would be to oblige the members of Parliament to write the day of the month and year on the frank, 
and to charge the letter if not font to the office the day it is fo dated. 

“ Foliage is really no tax, but a fair and rcafonablc price for fo much labour, which Government, 
by its monopoly, is enabled to do cheaper than any individuals, and fiiould do with greater expedi¬ 
tion and fafety, or lubmit to the lofs of the public’s employing other carriers in preference to 
theirs.” 

This plan, which has fincc been adopted, in its material points, with lo much fuccefs, was ncceflariJy 
delayed by the changes which took place in the adminiftration of the country. Though it Ihould be 
mentioned; to the honour of Mr. Palmer, that his feheme of reformation was approved by all par¬ 
ties, and that the fevered Ministers, as they luc,ceded each other, gave every proper encouragement 
to him. 1 he difficulty he found in executing his plan did not proceed from Government, but from 
the Poll Office ; from whence, indeed, lie experienced a degree of oppofition which it is not our buli- 
nefs to mention in the detail, and on which vve (hall only obferve, that it docs not appear, upon the 
moll favourable examination, to be rcconcileablc to any principle of common fenfe, policy, or in¬ 
tegrity. At length, however, the ability, ingenuity, and indefatigable fpirit of the prclent Comp¬ 
troller General, under the protecting wil'do'm of the jircfen't Miniftcr, has brought this undertaking 
to a very high degree of perfection, and has given an example of public oeconomics which never be-, 
fore cxiftcd in this or any other country. 

Of the picfcnt ilatc of this moil ufcful undertaking we may obferve from the beft information, 
that Mr. Palmer has more than fulfilled every engagement he made with government. The con¬ 
tracts lor the conveyance ol the mails arc made at 20,000!. per annum lefs than was originally agreed 
forthe acceleration and extenfion ol the polls arc far greater than were at firft promifed, the mail's 
being now conveyed, not only in half the tiine f they ufed to be, to moft parts of the kingdom, but 
in one-third, atid even one-fourth of the time in many of the crofs polls ;—thefe polls are all like- 
wile made daily inllead of three days per week to 320 towns, and likewife the fame additional con¬ 
venience given to 20t towns on the genera! pods, Ac. 

The public are alfo equally indebted to Mr. Palmer for his new arrangement of the ulterior duties 
of the General Poll Office ; and the extent of that obligation may lie ealily difeerned by attending to 
the following comparative view of the old with the new duties of this important department of public 
bufinefs. 


OLD. 
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The people employed in the inland office, 
were detained there ft cm [even or eight o'clock 
in the evening, till one, two, three, and ibme- 
times four and five in the morning, to prepare 
the mails for going out; their conftitutions 
fufferinj* all that time by the pernicious effects 
of the fin ok e from 70 to ICO half-pound tallow 
candles ; * and from fix or feven in the morning 
'till noon, afternoon and night, preparing the 
letters inwards for delivery, which fometimes 
in winter have nor been fent out by the letter 
carriers till eight o’clock at night. 

The letter carriers walks were, many of 
them, fo extenlive, as to take’up from three, 
to five and fix hours in ferving, after being 
difpatched from the office. 

It fometimes happened in winter, that mails, 
after having been detained upon the road a dav, 
and fometimes two days beyond their time, 
arrived fo late in the evening, as not to he 
opened till the day following; and that the 
letter carriers not having been fent out till fix, 
feven or eight o’clock at night, they could 
not, on account of the extent of their walks,* 
deliver all the letters till the day after; fuch 
additional delays and irregularities incrcafing 
the general inconveniencies from the tardinefs 
of the Poft; Office. 

The duty in the inland office was extremely 
ncgleftcd, and great contempt and indifference 
prevailed to proper fubordination and controul. 
The mode likewife of performing the duties, 
was very ill calculated cither for dilpatch, re- 
fponfibility, or for the benefit of the revenue. 
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'I lie- hours of morning attendance are from 
fix till from nine to eleven, during the very 
word part of the winter, and the reft of the 
year fiom fix till tight, halfpaft eight or nine. 
In the evening from hail’ pall four or five till 
eight. 


Two hours in ferving, is the tune to which 
they are generally reduced, two hours and an 
half at the utmoft, including the walk from 
the General Poft Office to the commencement 
of the delivery. 

If a mail does not arrive in time for the ge¬ 
neral delivery, notice is given to the letter 
carriers to wait in certain quarters of the town, 
after they have done their firft duty, till the 
twelve letter carriers who fort in the inland 
office, are difpatched to them with the con¬ 
tents of the late mail, for a feeond delivery. 


An entire new conftitution is introduced ; 
the officers are dallied according to their feni- 
onty ; the moft experienced are entrufted with 
a limited controul over the junior members, 
and rules laid down for offering a proper fub- 
ordinadon in the juniors. Pumftuality of 
attendance is excited by rewards, which are 
furniflied by fines exaded from thofc who vio¬ 
late neccffitry rules, and u iworrhy and inca¬ 
pable per lb ns arc to be precluded from promo¬ 
tion. Checks we likewife. eftablifhed for the 
greater regularity and fafety of corrcfpondence, 
as well as to guard the revenue. 


* It was afeertained in the year 17S4, that out of 100 people who had been appointed to htnatiwu m tue inland 
office, there was not, at any one period, fix that had furvived it twenty years. 

Vot, IV. 4 X Tht 



7*4 A P P E 

OLD. 

The letters inward were forted by the junior 
clerks of the inland office, who, being igno¬ 
rant of the town delivery, and indifferent how 
they did it, they were taken into the letter 
carrier’s office in a Hate that rendered it necef- 
fary to fort one-third of them over again; 
which, with other obftru&ions to the progrefs 
of the bulbuls, have made it as much as fix 
hours from the arrival of the Ltd mail to the 
going out of the letter carriers. 


If any one mail belonging to a divifion con- 
lifting of three, or four, or five mails, did not 
arrive forfeveral hours after the reft, the con¬ 
tents of thofe which arrived early, were detain¬ 
ed in the inland office till the lateft was brought 
in and forted, and then all the parts were lent 
into the letter carrier’s office together, which, 
by throwing fo great a quantity of letters upon 
tire carrier’s office at a late ftage of the bufi- 
nefs, could not fail to protraft the finilhing it 
very confiderably. 

The experienced clafs of officers facnficcd 
the moft important part of their time, in an 
evening, to forting and preparing newfpapers 
for conveyance; and, thereby, were utterly 
difabled from fuperintending, as they ought, 
the (ubordinate people of their feveral divi- 
fions, who were employed in taxing and 
examining letters. 

Deputy Poftmafters, if fraudulently in¬ 
clined, had only to return their letter-bills, 
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A feleftion of the moft intelligent letter- 
carriers, appointed to fort them, in the firft 
inftance, in the inland office, faves alt the 
time that ufed to be loft by the re-forting 
them in the letter-carrier’s office ; befides the 
advantage gained by the former forters being 
employed in opening and examining the con¬ 
tents of the bags, as the mails arrive: and 
with fo much corrcftnefs is this part of the 
duty performed at prefent, in confequencc of 
the regulations and difcipline lately intro¬ 
duced, that when the weather, and the ftate 
of the roads, allow the fevctal mails to arrive 
at tlicir appointed hours, the letter-carriers 
are very feldom kept in the office more than 
an hour, and generally not more than three- 
quarters of an hour, after the arrival of the 
laft mail; and even when, from the badnefs 
of the roads and the weather, the earlier mails 
do not arrive fo foon as ufual, and all the 
mails croud upon the office together, as muft 
foinctimes be the cafe, an hour and an half is 
the utmoft time they are kept, inftcad of fix 
hours, as above deferibed. 

The bufinefs goes on progreflively, through 
all its ft ages, without interruption; and, if 
any one of the marls does not arrive by the 
time the reft are ready for delivery, the letter- 
carriers arc fent out, and provifion made for 
forting and delivering the contents of the late 
mail, as foon as it docs arrive. 


A feparate apartment is now prepared for 
forting and making-up newfpapers ; and the 
fenior officers left entirely to affift and fuper- 
intend the more important objeft of taxing 
and examining letters. 


The nightly charges to fuch Poftmafters as 
return their bills, are doubly told; and an 
3 inattention 
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with a memorandum that they were over¬ 
charged, and the deduction required was fub- 
fcribed to, without a poflibility of dete&ion, 
on account of the irregularity with which the 
charges were entered; and, for want of a 
projjpr check, near 400 Poftmafters bills have 
been returned, in one week, for correftionj 
the charges not agreeing, or faid not to agree, 
with the a£tual amount of the letters fent.— 
Innumerable inftanccs have occurred of then- 
being under-charged to the amount of iol. 
in a bill of 20I. and claims for overcharges 
allowed to nearly the fame amount. 

The entry of the amount of poftage, 
chargeable upon the country Poftmafters, and 
which, in the firll inftance, is done by the 
affiftant cleric of each divifion, was negle&cd 
to a degree fcarcely credible. Sometimes the 
amount of many of the poll towns was not 
entered at all for days together. Sometimes 
the amount of certain nights poftage charged 
to other nights, which varied considerably in 
the fmount. Sometimes the account, for 
l’evcral days together, of one month, not 
entered at all under that month, but under 
another. Oftentimes more feparate charges 
entered in a month than there were poll days, 
and the poftage of one ninth part of the letters 
fent away, not entered at all. The day of the 
month frequently not fet down againft the 
columns which contained the charges ; even 
the name of the month did not appear; and 
many of the columns incapable of being any 
way applied or underftood. From books fo 
kept, the Accomptant-General had to make 
out the charges on the Poftmafters. 

The very great number of letters mif-fent, 
as well as of miftakes in Poftmafters’ bills, 
was chiefly owing to the clerks having, every 
bye night, between 4 and 5000, and every 
grand night, between 10 and 11,000 newf- 
papers to fort and prepare for conveyance; 
and there being no means of afeertaining to 
what particular officers fuch blunders were to 
fee charged ; for the fenior officers were fo 
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inattention to the article of charging, or 
making out the letter bills, detected, by an 
examination into the Poftmafters’- returns, 
before fo much time has elapfed as would 
render it doubtful who prepared the fame. 


The fenior of each feparate divifion being 
made refponfible for the due performance of 
all its duties, the bills are now regularly and 
accurately entered, and every mif-cliarged 
letter-bill, as well as mif-fent letter, polled up 
each Monday, in the Public Office. This 
duty, as well as the reft, therefore, is no longer 
fubjeft to fuch errors. 


The lelefl letter-carriers, employed m tin 
morning to fort letters for the town delivers-, 
are employed, in the evening, in forting the 
newfpapcrs, which affords the fenior officers 
lcifure to attend to the conduft of their 
affiftants, and to fuperintend the whole bufi- 
nefs of their fcveral divifions for which they 
are made rcfponliblc. Effectual checks arc 
prepared for afeertaining the particular officer, 

who 
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fully employed about the newfpapers, that 
they could pay no attention to the inaccuracies 
of their affiftants, which were too much con- 
fidcred as things of courfe, and unavoidable. 


The amount of letter-bills inwards, paid 
and unpaid, ufed to be entered by three of 
the fenior clerks, who were allowed five 
guineas each per annum for the fame. The 
extra allowance marks that it was confidered 
t9 be an extra duty, and to be performed after 
the ordinary duties were finifhed; inftead of 
which it was conftantly done whilft the 
morning letters were preparing for delivery ; 
and, of courfe, the officers employed about 
it, might as well not have been there at all, 
for any benefit of difpatch their fervices 
afforded. 

Letters, from all parts of the kingdom, 
containing money, or having money under 
feal, were continually miffing, and no means 
whatever were tried Tor preventing the evil. 


There was no certain method eftablilhed, 
by which it could be afeertained, whether all 
the letter bags arrived, that ought to come in 
on any particular day. A book,'indeed, was 
kept, which was intended to anfwer fuclr pur- 
pofe; but the manner in which it was kept, 
entirely defeated the end, and ferved merely 
to fhew the miftakes of the office, without 
affording any proof of their being reftified, or 
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who is accountable for every mif-fent letter 
di I patched from the office. The numbers 
chargeable to each are written againft his 
name, and fixed up every week in the office ; 
and, though thefe regulations have not yet 
been fo matured as to produce all the«good 
‘effe&s they arc capable of, they have already 
reduced the number of mif-fent letters to lefs 
than half what they were before. 

This duty is now performed by the check¬ 
book-keeper, and his affiftant, and occupies 
four or five hours of the day that does not at 
all interfere with his other employments, nor 
occafion any additional expence for that par¬ 
ticular fervice. Confidcrable advantage is alfo 
gained in expediting the morning bufinefs, 
by confining the clerks, who ufed to enter the 
bills, to the preparing the letters for delivery* 


A check is eftablilhed, by which* it is 
fcarcely poffiblc for a money-letter, addrefled 
to London, to be withheld by any one of the 
many perfons through whofe hands it muft 
pafs, from the time of its being put into the 
country office, to that of its delivery by the 
letter-carriers; not one inftance of a loft 
money - letter, to London, having occurred 
fincc this regulation was adopted ; whereas', 
formerly, frequent complaints were preferred 
every week. Further checks arc intended to 
be applied, to guard the correfpondence againft 
other frauds. 

A regular entry is made, and bags, as they 
arrive, fo accurately maiked off, that it can 
be known, at any time, what bags are-miffing, 
how long they have been due, and whit days 
fuch, as did not come in courfe, arrived at 
tht office. 


Tho 
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lhewing whether hags, which did not arrive in 
courfe, ever came afterwards or not. 

A very confiderable expence was incurred, 
under the head of extra duty, performed by 
the people in the inland office, much of which 
was occafioned by granting extra pay to thofe 
who attended in the place of others, who* 
ought to, but did not attend. There have 
been inftances of nine, ten, and eleven abfent 
officers, who fhould have been on duty, and 
who received their pay the fame as if they had 
been there, but for whom others attended, 
and wcie paid extra. 

The bagman, or perfon appointed to fur- 
niffi new bags, and to mend the old ones, 
was at liberty to charge as many new bags, or 
for repairing as many old ones, as he thought 
proper, there being ho check whatever fet 
on him. 

The want of method in entering accounts, 
refpefting the riding work, and other articles 
relative to the Pollmafter’s claims and allow¬ 
ances, occafioned great perplexity in them, 
frequent delays and difputcs, and fubjc&ed 
the revenue to continual injury. Upon 
examination, the books prefented feveral in- 
fianccs of payment being continued, for per¬ 
formance of duty,- for years after that duty 
had been transferred, and equal pay allowed 
to another. 

The mails were unprote£led, and frequently 
robbed. The expences of proi'ecution, Ssc. 
have exceeded 40C0I. per annum. 


The inland office was fo much too fmall, 
that the clerks were continually in each others 
way ; notwithftanding which, the window- 
man, or clerk, of the paid-letter office, had no 
other place to tranfaft his bufinefs, but a feat 
in the inland office, at one of the windows 
.# 
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The expence, or extra duty, is entirely 
difailowed; and, if one officer attend for 
another, it is either as liis voluntary fub- 
flitute, or he is paid by the perfon for whom 
lie a£ts. 


Proper perfons are appointed to examine 
all the bags, as they come in ; to keep thotj: 
that are in good condition feparatc from fuch 
as want mending; to make a regular entry of 
the number, and to grant permits for all new 
bags, in the place of fuch as can be ufed no 
longer. 

By confining the attention of an able 
accomptant to the preparing new books, and 
eflablilhing a clear method of keeping regular 
entries of every thing relating to Deputy 
Poll mailers Allowances, ^and by regularly 
checking them every quattcr, previous to the 
making up each Poftmalfer’s account, pnfl 
errors are, as far as poffible, c jrrefted, and 
the revenue guarded againfl a repetition of 
them in future. 

All the mails, conveyed upon the new 
plan, ate piotctfcd by a guard, who is pro¬ 
vided with a blunderbufs, a brace of pillols, 
and proper ammunition for the ufe of "the 
fame. Each guard is i'worn to his duty, and 
finds two refpcnfiblc bondfmen, as fureties, 
for his good behaviour. 

The office, though Hill very confined and 
inconvenient, has been enlarged, by taking in 
part of the back yard, as far as the extent of 
that ground would admit; and a paid-letter 
office is ereiled, in the fore court, where the 
bufinefs thereof is carried on, without any 

fort 
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-which opened to the Paved Court, where it 
was poffiblc to praftife fraud and collufion, in 
various ways, if he were fo inclined, and 
could not be free from continual interruption 
in his bufinefs. 

The clerks of the paid-letter office, com¬ 
monly called window-men, who take poftage 
for letters, return over-charges, 5 cc, &c. 
ffiould be of the bcft chara&er for integrity, 
in a place of fuch truft, as well as profeffional 
ability, having continual enquiries to anfwer 
relative to every department of the office. 
But, though there was fo great an opening 
for fraud and collufion, charaftcr or ability 
were, in general, by no means adequately 
confidered in this department. 

The letter-carriers, and others, employed 
to do mcfiengCrs duty, ufed to charge, at the 
end of every quarter, for as many attendances 
as they pleafed, as no check was employed 
againff. fuch an overcharge. 
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fort of interruption, and free from the in¬ 
ducements to fraud, which the former fitua- 
tion of the window-man afforded. 

It is hoped that proper officers fill this 
* fituation ; yet, for better fecurity, fuch checks 
are eftabliffied as muff, in a great mcafure, 
prevent any fraud on the revenue, even if the 
parties were inclined to pra&ife it. 


A book is now kept, in which fuch per- 
fons enter their names, when they are em¬ 
ployed. This is examined and figned every 
day, and checks their bills at the end of the 
quarter. 


Thus has Mr. Palmer, to the very great and acknowledged advantage of the whole kingdom, 
given accelerated expedition, pnjtfe<ff fecurity, an affured punftuality, and an encrcafcd revenue, 
to the AdmiaiftraWn of the Gcncial Poft Office, 
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ALPHABETICAL and CHRONOLOGICAL 

INDEX 

COMPREHENDING 

Si fuccintl View of whatever is inf remarkable in the commercial'Hi/lory of Europe, 
but more particularly of the Brit if Empire, from the Tear 1762 , (the Period at 
iv/jic/j Mr. Anderson fin fed his Hijlory) down to the Tear 1789 indufve. 
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17^8 A CAPE MY, Royal, eftablilhed this year by his Majefty, p. 120. 

1787 Shi Addrefs of both Houles of Parliament to the Throne, on the treaty of commerce between 

Great Britain and Franee, p. 639. 

1766 Adminijlratidn, a change of, and obfervations thereon, P- 4 * 

1782 -a change of, p.405. 1, t - 

,782-a change of, p.487. 

1783 -a change of, p.478. 

1783-a change of, p. 516. 

1765 Africa, a bill palfed to fupply the export trade to it with calicoes, &c. p. 73. 

1783 -a bill palled to fccure and regulate the trade of, Ac. p. 540. 

1788 -a bill palled to regulate the manner of carrying Haves from the coaft of, p. 677, 

1764 African Company, a bill palled for verting ScnegaL, Ac. in them, p. 49. 

1765 Agents for Prize Money, a bill palfed to regulate, p. 72. 

1774 Ale and Beer, amount of the excil’e on them for this year, p. 174. 

1784 Aliens Goods, petty cullom on them difeontinued, p. 576. 

1764 America, the Houfe of Commons pafs a vote that it was juft and requisite to eftabiiih {lamp 

duties there, p. 60. 

1765 -the trade of it fuffers great inconvenience from the regulations of Mr. Grenville againll 

fmuggling, p. 63, 64. 

,765 -preliminary obfervations on the {lamp a£l which was palfed in this year, p. 60 to 66. 

1766 —— the aft for impoiing {lamp duties there, repealed, p. 85. 

j 766 —— the declaratory aft was palfed, relative to the right of Great Britain to tax the colonies of 
America, p. 85. 

America , 
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1767 Jmnlc.T, the temper of its colonies at 1 he beginning r.f this vear, p. icj, 106. 

-an ad palled to impofe Unties on tea, paper, painter’s colours and glafs imported into the 

Bt ilillt plantations in Ametica, ibid.. 

1768 -- fubfi fling uneafineftes between its colonics and Great Britain, p. 116. 

1769 -ciitica! (late of its colonies, p. 127. 

-the conduft of Parliament with refpeft to it, ibid. 

. * 

1770 -continues tooppofe Britifh importations, p. 135. 

-duty on paper, painter’s colours andglafs', inipoited into America difeontinued, ibid.. 

-ditto on tea continued, ibid, 

1771 --aflcihbly of Maffaebufet’s Ray, its conduft to the governor, p. 146. 

1772 -continues to excrcifc a fpiiit of refinance to Great Biitain, p. 155. , 

1773 -conduct of fornc of the colonies with refpeit to tlie importation of tea from Great Bri¬ 

tain, p. 165. 

-Emigrations from Ireland to America in this year, p. 1-65-6. 

1774 -the population of its principal provinces, p. 178. 

1775 -defigns of the Britifh government with rcfpc&to it, p. 180. 

-tefolution moved by Lord North refpefting any particular province or colony of it, ibid. 

-a bill paffed to prohibit the commerce of certain of its provinces with Great Britain, Ac. 

p. 181. 

— a fccond bill retraining the commerce ofotherofits provinces, p. 182. 

-the principal events which took place there in the courfc of this year, regularly dated, p. 18;. 

— : — non-importation and non-exportation agreements took place throughout it, ibid. 

-a bill palled to prohibit all trade and commerce with it, p. 186. 

■ . the fending commi(honors thither, recommended in the fpeech from the throne, p. 19o. 

1776 -Congrefs of, ilTuing letters of marque againft tlie fubje&s of Great Britain, p. 192. 

—— the Congrefs of, declare ||$ independence,' July 4, ibid. 

-all intercourfe with it forbid by the Emprefs Queen, ibid. 

-all the delegates of it in Congrefs fign articles of confederation and union, Oft. 4, p. 194. 

-the renunciation of its allegiance reprefented in a fpeech from the Throne, ibid. 

1777 —— its privateers diftrefs the Britifh commerce, p. 200. 

——the Congrefs apply to France for afliftance, p. 206. * 

1778 — CommilTioners appointed by Great Britain to treat with the Congrefs, p. 221. 

-the independence of it acknowledged by France, ibid. 

1779 -the commiflioners return from thence, p. 241. 

-obfervations on the (late of the war with it, ibid. 

1780 -flate of the war there at this period, p. 299, 300. 

—— the Congrefs engage in a fecret treaty with the Dutch, p. 304. 

1781 —— Bate of the war there, p. 327. 

- - the conti nuance of the war violently oppofed in the Houfe of Commons, p. 378. 

1782 -the Houfe of Commons addrefs the King againft the continuance of the war, p. 403. 

—— various motions, &c. on the fame fubjeft, p. 404, &c. 

.-an accommodation with it, the great objetft of the Englifh Miniftry, p. 436. 

-the Congrefs refufe to enter into any immediate negotiation, p. 437. 

-a bill paffed to enable his Majefty to conclude a peace or truce with the colonics of it, p. 459. 

1783 — its fituation at the clofe of the war, p. 476. 
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1783 America, regulations for forwarding a trade with it, p. 47B. 

—— declaration of the King in Council relative to the commerce of Great Britain with that 
country, p. 516. 

1:784 —— an eftimate of the inhabitants of the United States, p. 573. 

— the bill oflaft feffion continued for the better carrying on trade with, p, 575. 

—— a bill patted for the better carrying on trade and commerce between the United States and 
Great Britain, Ac. p. 577. 

*785 . an aft patted by the Lcgiflature of Maflachufet’s, againft exportation in Britifh fhips, 

p * 599 * 

—— a bill patted the Biitilh Parliament to regulate the trade between Great Britain and the 
United States, p. 605. 

1786 ——ditto, for continuing a commercial intercourfe with the United States, p. 629. 

1770 American Merchants petition Parliament, p. 135. 

1776 --complain loudly of the abufes of the prohibitory aft againft America, p. 191. 

1763 Amjlerdam, very confiderable bankruptcies there, p. 8. 

1764 Annuities, a bill patted for confolidating certain of them, p. 50. 

1777 Annuities for Life, abftraft of a bill patted for regifteringthc grants of them, p. 208. 

1780 Anfwer of the Britifh court to the declaration of the Emprcfs of Ruflia refpefting the armed 
neutrality, p. 277. 

1787 Armament fitted out this year, an account of the charges of it, p.669, 

1780 Armed Neutrality, an account of it, p. 271, &c. 

..—— declaration of the Emprcfs of Ruflia concerning it, p. 273. 

.-ditto of the King of Denmark, p. 274. 

— ditto of the King of Sweden, p. 275. 

_anfwer of his Britannic Majefty on the fubjeft of it to the Emprefs of Ruflia, 

p. 277. 

-ditto from the King of Spain, p. 279. 

_memorial of the Emprefs of Ruflia, on the fubjeft of it to the States General, 

279, 280, 

the treaty for the conclufion of it between the refpeftive powers fpecificd at large, 
281. 

~ the Queen of Portugal refufes to accede to it, p. 303. 

1777 Arcot, Nabob of, hisconncftion with the Eaft India Company, p.202. 

,^8^ _examination into the nature of his debts, &c. p. 595. 

— difference between the Eaft India Directors and the Board of Controul, on the fubjeft of 

his debts, p. 596. „ 

. motions made in both Houfes of Parliament, relative to the conduft of the Board of Con¬ 
troul, refpefting his debts, ibid. 

1784 Arret of the French King relative to the commerce of die Weft Indies; p. 567. 

_refpefting the entry of Englifh merchandize, p. 651. 

1787 Artificers, a bill to prevent the feducing of them in the iron and fteel manufaftories, p. 668. 

1765 Arts, Manufadures, and Commerce, Society of, eftablifhed at New York, p. 68. 

1773 4 H a y MaJUrs, appointed in Birmingham and Sheffield, p. 167. 

1765 Athol, Duke of, difpofes of all his rights in the Me of Man to the Crown, p. 70. 

1779 Au (lions and Sales, a tax laid on them, p- 262. 
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1782 Bahama If.aids taken by the Spaniards, p.418. 

1781 Baltic, the King of Denmark's declaration refpefting the navigation of it, p 355, 

1782 Bank of Ayr, a bill paired for the further relief ofpeffons concerned in it, p. 458. 

; - - 1 -— a bill palled for redeeming annuities granted from thence, p. 176. 

1 7 ..'.4 Bank of England, an agreement cftablilhcd with them by Government for railing certain funis 
of money, <S.c. p. 50. 

5771 ---the Diteftors give notice of their receipt of the defaced gold coin, p. 167. 

, 781_a new charter granted to it, and the terms of fuch grant, p. 365. 

.-makes a call of eight per cent, on its capital flock, p. 3S8. 

5785 -the pavment oi two millions to it poflponcd, p. 605. 

1773 Bank Nous, claufe of the bill to prevent the counterfeiting them, p. 167. 
a 7f?4 Bank Stock 10ft eight per cent, on the dividend being railed i per cent, for the lafl half year.p^. 
Bankrupts, a bill palled to prevent frauds by them, p. 50. 

.1 1. a bill paffed to prevent inconvenicncics from their being entitled to privilege of Parlia¬ 


ment, p. 50. 

1772 —1— a bill palfed to amend an sft to prevent frauds by them, p. 159. 

1786 -a further bill to prevent the frauds of, p. 630. 

1763 Bankruptcies at Amflerdam, Hamburg, &c. p. 8, 

—— conjefturcs concerning the caufes of them, p. 9. 

1767 Bailey, Meal and Pulfe, the duties on the importation of them difcontinued, p. iqS.—S ee 

Corn, Grain, ts'e. 

1764 Barnard, Sir John, his death and charafter, p. 60. 

1768 -Governor, altercations between him and the Affcmbly of Mafiachufet’s Bay, p.-u6. 

1764 Beaver Skins, the duties on the importation and exportation-of them regulated, p. 49. 

1776 Beer and Ale brewed for fale in Dundee, aduty inipofed on it, p. 197. 

1780 Beer, exported from England in this year, p. 321. 

- - the annual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p. 519. 

1783 . .- import and export of it into and from Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 529. 

.1782 Belligerent Towers, flate of them, p.439. 

1764 Bermuda, the inhabitants of it gather fait on the Turks Illands, p. 48. 

1765 Bills of Exchange and Promiffory Notes, a bill paffed to regulate them in Scotland, p. 73. 

1782 Bills of Exchange (inland), Promiffoiy Notes, tAc. a ftamp duty charged upon them, p.459. 

1784 - - - - the aft charging (lamps on them amended, p. 575. 

x787 -a bill paffed to perpetuate two afts of George III. relative to them, p.668. 

1777 Bills of Exchange, abftraft of a bill paffed for reftraining the negotiation of them, p. 209. 

1778 - .— - abftraft of an aft relative to the forging the acceptances of them, p. 237. 

1764 Bills, paper, a bill paffed to prevent fuch as may be iffued in the colonies from being legal * 
tender, p. 50. 

. See alfo Canada Bills, 


1763 Bills of Mortality for London and other cities and towns of Great Britain and Europe for this 

year, p. 28. 

1764 -.. the fame for this year, p. 60. 

1765 ——- the fame for this year, p. 83. 

j 76b — the fame for this year, p. 105, 
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1767 f ° r L ° nd0n and ° ther citics and townsof Great Britain and Europe for tin* 

, 7 68 -— the fame for this year, p. ia 5 . 

,769 . . . .. the fame for this year, p. 135. 

*77® -the fame for this year, p. 143. 

*77* -the fame for this year, p. 155. 

1772 - —— the fame for this year, p. 163. 

1773 —. — . the fame for this year, p. 171. • 

*774 . the fame for this year, p. 178. 

1775 .. the fame for this year, p. 190. 

1776 -. the fame for this year, p. 199. 

1777 . . * . the fame for this year, p. 212. 

1778 ——-the fame for this year, p. 241. 

*779 . . the lame for this year, p. 265. 

1780 -the fame for this year, p. 326, 

1781 - . the fame for this year, p. 402. 

1782 - . the fame for this year, p. 463. 

1783 - .. the fame for this year, p. 536. 

17S4. — -. . . — the fame for this year, p. 580. 

17S5 . the fame for this yeftr, p. 607. 

1786 ——-the fame for this year, p. 628. 

1787 —--the fame for this year, p. 669. 

1783 — . the fame for this year, p. 694. 

1773 Birmingham, an Afiay-mafter appointed to that place, p. 167. 

1764 Blake, Mr. rclcafed from his obligation to the Society of Arts on account of the land carriage 
fifhery, p. 45 - 

•-a fum of money granted him by Parliament for the encouragement ofhis patriotic under- 

taking, p. 46.—(Sec Land Carriage Fifhery). 

£781 Books and Paper, the amount of their exports from Ireland in one year, p. 394, 

n 782 . .the quantity exported from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

1.783 . .. import and export of them into and from Ireland in this year, p. 528. 

1768 Bofton, a great tumult there, p. 117. 

Bojlon and New York, non-importation agreements entered into by them, p. x 18. 
j.771 —. the rcfiftance of its inhabitants to the officers of the revenue, accompanied with great in¬ 

humanity, p. 146. 

1773 —— the confcqucnccs of the arrival of flops laden with tea, p. 165. 

J 774 —— Port bill, p. 71. 

1776 -fupplics fenttothe Britifh army there, p. 195. 

1776 Bojlon, in Lincolnjhlre, a bill for regulating pilots, and preventing mifehief by fire in that poit, 
p. 197. 

1786 Bounties, a bill to prevent frauds in obtaining them, p.630. 

1788 Bourdcaux, the number of vcflels which entered its port in this year, p. 692. 

*766 Briftol, the number of fliips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards from thence in 
this year, p. 97. 
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1773 Brijlol, the importation of fugars into that port in this year, p. 166. 

1776 - a bill palled to remove the danger of fire among (hips in that port, p. 197. 

J785 Br'itijh Fijheries, refolutions moved in the Houfe of Commons on the fubjeft of them, p. 597, 

1785 - . a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 598. 

.-— a bill pafled for the further encouragement of them, p. 605. 

1786 . . a bill for the Hill further encouragement of them, p. 630.—(Sec Herring Ft/hery, bfc.j 

1783 Britifh Shipping greatly encreafed by excluding the American Ihipping, p. 520, &c. 

1786 Britifh Society, incorporated by aft of Parliament, for extending the filheries of the kingdom, 

&c. p. 630. 

1784 Br it ijh Spirits, a bill pafled for the better regulation of the making and vending of them, &c. 

P- 577 - 

Britijh and Foreign Spirits, a bill pafled for deftroying them after condemnation, p. 577.—(See 
Spirits). 

1765 Bugles, a bill pafled to encourage the importation of them, p. 72. 

1764 Buildings, a bill pafled for regulating them, and preventing fires, p. 49. 

1766 a bill pafled to amend the above aft, p. 98. 

1775 Bunker’s Hill, the aftion of, p. 185. 

1773 Bure, the river, in Norfolk, abill pafled for extending its navigation, p. 167. 

1775 Burke , Edmund, moves his conciliatory propofitions relative to America, p. 184. 

1764 Butcher’s Meat, the high price of it referred to a committee of the Houfe of Commons, p. 46. 
-examination of perfons before the committee on that fubjeft, ibid. 

1772 -the price of it advanced at this time, and the fuppofed caufe, p. 156. 

1783 Butter, Irilh and Englifh, annual quantity exported from England at 3 different periods, p. 519, 
1779 Byron, Admiral, his arrival in the Weft Indies, and conduft, p. 251. 

c. 

1776 CaiJJe eTEfcompte, or Difcount-office, eftablifhed at Paris, p. 196. 

1783 -an account of its failure, p. 522. 

1774 Calders, the river, a bill pafled for improving the navigation of it, p. 176. 

1765 Calicoes, a bill pafled to export them to Africa, p. 72. 

1783 -the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p'. 526. 

-Britifh and Irifh, bounties granted thereon, p. 538. 

1777 Calico Printers and Dyers, allowed to employ journeymen who have not ferved a regular ap- 

prenticefhip to the trade, p. 208. 

1787 Calico Manufatiurers of Great Britain and the Eafi India Company, the competition between 

them ftated at large, p. 654, He. 

1764 Cambric, a bill pafled to encourage the Britifh manufafture of it, p. 50. 

1767 -a bill pafled to prevent the wearing of foreign, p. 109. 

1763 Canada, judgment pronounced at Paris againft perfons employed there by the King of France, 
for mal-adminiftration, p. 10. 

1763 Canada Bills, application made concerning them to the King of France, by the Britifh mer¬ 
chants, ibid. 

1765 -the French King’s arret concerning them, p. 71. 

1766 -finally fettled, p. 86, 87. 

1782 Canada Sales, the amount of them in this year, p. 441. 

1783 . ... - the fame in this year, p. 521. 
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1784 Canada Bills, the amount of them in this year, p. 568. 

1785 the fame in this year, p. 598. 

1786 — -. ..the fame in this year, p. 627. 

1766 Canal, a navigable one made from Little Gevendraeth river, in Caermartlienlhire, p. 97. 
the fame from the river Severn, near Tilton Bridge, p. 98. 

■ .. the fame from Wilden Ferry, Staffordfhire, &c ibid. 

1768 -the fame from the river Forth to the Clyde, in Scotland, p. 122. 

-the fame from Birmingham to Billion, he. ibid , 

1769 -the fame from Oxford to Coventry, p. 131. 

1770 -the fame from Leeds to Liverpool, p. 139. 

1772 -the fame from the river Dee to Nantwich, p. 158. 

1773 -fame from the fpring near Skipton in Yorklhirc, &c. p. 167. 

*775 —the. fame to Oxford, &c. p. 188. 

-the fame from coal mines at Apedalc in Staffordlhire, he. ibid. 

2776 —— the fame from Stourbridge, in Wo recite rill ire, p. 197. 

-the fame from Hider’s Green in the County of Stafford, &c. p. 539. 

*783 -the fame from the Trent to the fylerfey, improved and enlarged, p. 538. 

—— the fame from the T hames near Lcachlade, he. ibid. 

Canals of Leeds and Liverpool confolidated, p. 5^9. 

1782 Candles, the quantity exported from Ruffia in this year, p. 441. 

*784 -wax, certain duties on them repealed, and other duties granted in lieu thereof, p. 577 

.-- duties granted on licences to make or fell them, ibid. 

1781 Cape of Good Hope, an account of the expedition to attack that fettlemcnt, p. 368. 

1775 Cards and Dice, the number of them (tamped this vear, p. 187. 

1779 Cargo of a Spanifh (hip taken by the Dart privateer, p. 259. 

1787 Cargoes, a particular account of thofe returned from Peterlburgh in this year, p. 657. 

1763 Carolina, South, produce of it entered for exportation during a certain period, p. 7. 

1765 Cattle, live, free exportation of them allowed from Ireland, he. p. 72. 

1771 —— the exportation of them prohibited, he. p. 130. 

1772 -the annual account of the fale of them at Smithfield for forty years, p. 156. 

1774 -number of, fold in Smithfield in this year, p. 175. 

1787 Chamber of Manufailurers petition Parliament, p.6.2. 

1780 Charlcjhwn taken from the Americans by General Clinton, p. 299. 

1775 Chatham, Earl of, his motion to recall the troops li om Boflon, p. 179, 

— offers a bill to the Houle of Lords to fettle the troubles of America, ibid. 

1778 - - his death, p. 231. 

1780 Cheefe exported in this year, p. 321. 

2783 — the annual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p. 519. 

1766 Chelmer , the river, made navigable from Malden to Chelmsford, p. 98. 

1776 Chejler, a bill paffed for ere&ing light-lwufcs, 5 tc. in that port, p. 197. 

1787 China, the number and tonnage of Britifh India (hips laden there for thefeafon 1786-7, p. 666. 
——the quantity and forts of tea imported in this year from thence, p. 667. 

. the amount of filver fent annually from England to that country for three years, ibid. 

1777 Clay, tobacco-pipe, allowed to be exported to the Weft India lflands, p. 207. 

1775 Clockworth, William, his lettcrs-patent for making Porcelain enlarged, p. 188. 

Cloths* 
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1771 Cloths, an account of the quantity nianufaSured iri the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire from 1749 
to 1770, p. 146. 

—— the number of broads milled in the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire for a certain number of 
years, p. 147. 

—— ditto of narrows, ibid.. 

-the number of pieces made during the years 1769 and 1770, ibid. 

1 769 Clyde, the river, a bill pafled for improving its navigation, p. 131. 

1774 Coach Duty, its amount for this year, p, 175. , 

1778 -the fame for this year, p. 231. 

1776 Coach Ad, abllraft of it, p. 197. 

1765 Coals, a bill puffed to grant duties on the exportation of them, p. 72. 

1766 -further regulations to prevent frauds in the meafurement of them, p. 98. 

*773 -the amount of their importation into London in this year, p. 166. 

j 777 the quantity imported to London in this year, p. 207. 

-further regulations to prevent frauds in the meafurement of them, p. 207. 

1779 -tar produced from coal, p. 260. 

1780 -the annual importation of them into London for ten years, p. 321. 

1785 —— a bill paffed for the better fecuring the duties on them, p. 605. 

17S8 an account of them in each port of England in this year, p. 691. 

-the quantity of them imported into London for three fucceflivc years, p. 692. 

—— exported from Great Britain for two fucceflive years, ibid. 

1785 Coal Trade, combinations of the lliip owners and others concerned in it, p. 600, 

- .— notice ferved by the water bailiff of Londo n be coal factors, &c. in confcquence of 

combinations concerning it, ibid. 

-brief hiftorv of, and obfervations upon it, 0. 701,—^ appendix)—(See Newcn/lle, hfc.) 

1782 Cochineal, table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain for two diftinft 

years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
arc made, p. 450. 

— the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 454. 

— ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1783 Cocoa Nuts a bill paffed to encourage the growth of them in the Plantations, p. 539. 

1784 -inland duty on them taken off, p. 577. 

1767. Codbcck Brook, in Yorkflfire, a bill pafled to render it navigable, p. 109. . 

1780 Coffee, a bill pafled to regulate the drawbacks on it, p. 323. 

*782 -table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for twodiftimft years, 

with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports are made, 
P- 451 - 

j 7S3 . . a bill paffed to encourage the growth of it in the Plantations, p. 539. 

1784 - the inland duties of it taken off, p. 577. 

1769 Coinage of Money, a bill paffed to continue the duties for encouraging it, p. 131. 

1771 Coin , copper, a bill paffed to prevent the counterfeiting it, p. 1513. 

*773 -gold, a bill paffed to prevent the counterfeiting, &c. of it, p. 167. 

1774 . . . recommended to the attention of Parliament in the fpeech from the throne, p. 171* 

. ..refolution of the Houle of Commons concerning it, p. 175. 

. . .- deficient in weight, the amount of it paid into the Bank, ibid. 

Coin , 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

A. D. 

*774 Coin, gold, a bill palled for regulating the weights to be ufcd in weighing it, p. 176, 

— the fame for fupplying the fum for the rccoinageof it, ibid. 

* 77 S ———~ the quantity of it iffued fince the year 17-72, p. 187. 
jyy6 - regulated by proclamation, p. 194. 

*778-an account of the quantity brought into the Mint from Great Britain and Ireland by 

the fcvcral proclamations, with cxpcnces of recoinagc, Ac. p.236. 

1780 Coin, new regulation relative to the exportation of it into Ireland, p. 323. . 

1764 Colonics, abftraft of the aft for granting certain duties on goods in them, and encouraging 
trade to the Sugar 1 (lands, Ac. p. 51. 

1766 -a bill paflt'd for regulating certain duties in them, Ac. p. 98. 

1 7 73 -the amount of tea continued in them before the importation duties were queftioned, p. 165. 

-the annual amount and value of the (hipping at this time built in them, ibid. -(Seethe 

IT'ijl Judies, Amcrica, ts’e.) 

1781 Combined Fleet of France and Spain enter the Channel, p, 370. 

-return to port without executing any enterprize, p. 371. 

1780 Commerce , a chronological tabic of it in Great Britain, from the Reftoration to this year, 

p. 322. 

1786 Commerce and Navigation, treaty of, between the Courts of London and Verfailles, p.614, 

1787 -debated in Parliament, p. 632, Ac.—(Sec Treaties, ts’c.j 

1775 CommiJJiontrs, the tending them to America recommended in the fpeech from the throne, p. 190. 

1778-appointed to treat with Congtefs on the means of quieting the difturbanccs of Amc« 

rica, p, 221. 

- - — arrive at Philadelphia, the ill fuccefs of their embafiy, p. 227. 

■ .— — of Public Accounts.— (See Public Accounts). 

1784 Commutation All, the hiilory and principles of it, p. 550, Ac, 

Coney Skins and Cones fYool, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576. 

1774 Com refs, firft general one held at Philadelphia, p. 173. —(Sees America). 

1785 Conful General, John Temple, Efq; received in that charafler from Great Britain by the Con- 

grefs of America, p. 600. 

1782 Contractors with Government, ab ft raft of an aft for reftraining them from fitting iri Parlia¬ 

ment, p. 459. 

1786 Convention between the Courts of London and Madrid, p. 613, 

j787-between his Britannic Majefty and the Moft Chriftian King, in conformity to certain 

articles of the Treaty of Commerce, p. 647. 

——— relative to the meaning ot the thirteenth article of the treaty of peace figned at Ver- 
faillcs, September 3, 1783, p.649. 

1781 Convoys, Weft Indian and American, outward and homeward bound, efcaped the combined 

Beets in the Channel, p. 371. 

1780 Conway, General, his unfucccfsful attempt to bring in a bill to compofe the troubles in Ame¬ 

rica, p. 295. 

Cook, Captain James, fome account of his voyages, p. 317, Ac. 

1781 Cooic, Sir Eyre, reftores our affairs in the Carnatic, p. 361. 

Coffer Plate Engravings, appendix), advancement in that branch, p.697. 

1780 Coffer, a bill to prevent the carrying it in (heets coaftways, p. 323. 

*775 Cofy-right in certain books confirmed to the Colleges of Eton, W eftminfter andWinchefter, p. 188 

3 ' ' • • Cordage, 
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1785 Cordage, a bill pailed to regulate the manufafturc of it for (hipping, p. 605. 

1786 -Britifh made, a bill to allow bounties on the exportation of, p. 630. 

1765 Corn, a bill palled to enable his Majcfty to prohibit the exportation of it, p. 73, 

-ditto, to allow the free importation of it, &cc. ibid. 

*766 - - a bill pafled to prohibit the exportation of, &c. p. 97. 

-addrcfies from London, Briftol, Norwich, &c. on the high price of it, ibid. 

— .- his Majefty addreffed by both Houfes to continue the embargo on it, ibid. . 

1767 -his Majefty empowered to permit the further importation of it, See, p. 109. 

1768 -certain laws relative to it continued, p. 122. 

1770 —— abftraft ofan aft for regiftering theprices of it, See. 138. 

1771 *-the imports and exports of it in this year, p. 232. 

1772 -bill pafled theCommons, altered by the Lords, and finally rejefted by theComtnons,p.157. 

-a former aft amended relative to the exportation of it, p. 138. 

1773 -a bill pafled to regulate the importation and exportation of it, p. 167. 

1774 -a bill pafled to regulate the prices of its imports and exports, p. 176. 

1775 -an account of its exports and imports from the year 1770, p. 187. 

j7S7 -Britilh, the quantity exported in this year, p. 667. 

— - foreign, imported and exported during the fame period, ibid. 

1772 Corn and Grain table of exportation from England during five years, with the bounties, 
prices, &c. p. 157, 158. 

3 7 74 --the exportation of it allowed to the Sugar Colonies, &c. p. 176. 

-Indian, the importation of it allowed, ibid. 

1778 -the imports and exports of it into and from Great Britain, &c. from 1771 to 1778, 

with the bounties, drawbacks and duties, p. 232. 

— .—" the average prices of it in England and Wales from 1771 to 1778, p* 236. 

— ■ —. - . allowed to be imported to Newfoundland, See. p. 237. 

1779 .. . a table of their imports and exports for this year, with the bounties, duties, draw¬ 

backs, and average prices, p. 260. 

1780 -— the fame for this year, p. 320. 

. ■ ■■ ■ ■ a bounty allowed on the exportation of them, &c. p. 323. 

178! . their imports and exports, &c. in this year, p. 396. 

J782-the fame for this year, p. 444. 

1783 .'. their imports and exports in this year, p. 536. 

1784 - . . — the fame for this year, p. 574. 

1785 -an account of the quantity exported from and imported into England during this 

year, p. 602. 

, -— ditto from and into Scotland, p. 603. 

. ■ bounties on the exports of them from England, ibid. 

. ■■ ■ drawbacks on them, ibid. 

. bounties on the exports of them from Scotland, ibid. 

• . .— - duties on the importation of them into England and Scotland, ibid. 

- — average prices of them in England and Wales, ibid. 

, 786 . their exports and imports, &c. from and to England and Scotland, p. 628. 

1788 .. . ■ -— imports and exports of them during this year, p. 694.—(See Grain , fVheat , Barley, 
Rye, Meal, tsfc.J 

Corn 



- CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

A. T». 

1783 Corn and Mealy import and export of tl»em into and from Ireland on two averages of three 

years, p. 529. 

1784 Corn Spirits, quantity of them made in Scotland, with their difpofal, from 1778 to 1784, 

P* S 6 9 * 

J783 - part of an aft repealed relating to the diftillalion of them in Scotland, p. 605.—(Sec 

Spirits, Britijh Spirits, Dijiillery, tsfe.J 

1786 Corn Waff, duty on it from Midfummcr 1749 to Midfummer 1786, p, 627,—(Sec Spirits, 
Dijiillery. • 

1781 Cornwallis, Earl of, his military progrefs and final furrender, p.376, &c. 

1768 Corjica, treaty concluded between France and Genoa for the ceflion of it, p. 12 1. 

-declaration of the French King to the inhabitants of it, ibid. 

*774 Cotton Manufalturcs, the exportation ofutenfils employed in them prohibited, p. 176. 

1778 Cotton Tarn manufactured in Ireland, the importation of it allowed, p.237. 

1779 Cotton Wool, certain duties on it difeontinued, p. 262. 

1781 Cotton and Cotton Fabrics, theexport of them from Ireland in this year, p. 393. 

Cotton and Cotton Wool, certain duties on the importation of it, p. 398. 

1782 Cotton Tarn Manufallures, their exports from Ireland in this year, p.442. 

1783 Cotton Wool, Cotton Tarn, tile, the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of 

three years, p. 520. 

Cotton, mixtures of, the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, 
p. 526. 

Cotton Tarn, Isle, mixtures of, the exportation of it from Ireland, for three years, 527. 

Cotton and Flax, a bill palled to encourage the manufacture of them, p. 539. 

1785 Cotton Stuffs, duties arc laid on them, p. 605. 

1786 Cotton, a bill to encourage the manufacture of it, p. 630. 

1769 Coventry, a navigable canal from thence to Oxford, p. 131. 

3767 Council , orders of, relative to grain, &c. p. 1x0. 

1785 Courts of Confciencc, a bill palled for regulating them in the bills of mortality, p. 603, 

£1765 Cumberland, Duke of, his death and charafter, p. 71. 

1777 Currants and Prunes, damaged, the duties on them regulated, p. 208. 

1783 Currants, the importation of them prohibited in fmall packages, p. 537. 

1769 Cu/ioms, a bill palled for the better fecuring the duties of them, p. 131. 

17S7 -the confolidation of them debated in Parliament, p. 640, See. 

-the grofs receipt and neat produce of them for two years, p. 658. 

1786 Cujlom and Excifc Laws, a bill palled to continue them in certain cales, p. 630. 

1787 Cujloms and ExciJ'e, a bill palled to repeal certain duties on them, See. p.667. 

1763 Cyder All, abftraft of it, p. 4. 

. . occafions much public difiatisfaftion, p. 6. 

— proteft entered again!! it in the Houfc of Lords, ibid. 

1764 Cyder and Perry, abftraft of the explanatory aft concerning the duties laid on them, &C, 

p. so. 

■ ■ the aft for laying additional duties on them amended, p. 49. 

*766 Cyder All repealed, p. 86. 

4 Z 
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A. 1). 


AH ALPHABETICAL AND 

D. 

>768 Dantttid, the number of vcfiels which arrived there this year, p. 122. 

1782 -the fame in this year, p. 441. 

Debt .— (Sec National Debt). 

1766 Declaratory At'!, relative to America, palled, p. 85, 86. 

j 7 86 Deeds and Writings, a bill for the more eafy proof of their execution in Great Britain and the 
Eaft Indie?, p. 630. 

1781 Dcmcrary and Jjjequibo, the fettlements of, taken from the Dutch, p. 330. 

1782 -re-taken by the French, p. 414, 

1780 Denmark, King of, his declaration concerning the armed neutrality, p.274. 

1781 -the fame, refpefting the navigation of the Baltic, p, 355. 

178- .. . his proclamation for encouraging the Whale I'ifhery in his kingdom, &c. p. 598. 

1779 Dif liters, private, a bill palled to prevent frauds by them, p. 262. 

1788-of com, in London and Scotland, petition Parliament, p. 673. 

1784 D fillery, revenue arifing from it, from 176410 1784, p. 568. 

1785 -revenue arifing from that of corn in England, for a certain period, p. 601. 

-ditto, from that of melafles, p. 602. 

1785 -the number of gallons contained in the Hills, he. in the fcveral collc&ions of 

England and Wales, p. 600. 

1786 -revenue arifing from it, in England, in the years 1785 and 1786, p. 627. 

1778 Dominica, the ifiand of, taken hv the French, p. 227. 

1787 -a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods, tfiere, p. 668. 

1763 Dublin Society, patriotic conduft of it, p, 9. 

1776 Dundee, a duty impofed on beer and ale brewed there for laic, p, 197. 

1776 Dutch EaJ't India Company, the Hate of it, p. 196. 

1781 - Merchantmen, great numbers of them taken by Englilh privateers, p. 329. 

1782 -— Settlements, fevera! of them taken on the coafi of Africa, by Capt. Shirley, p. 41S. 

- Ft fiery. —(See Whale Fijhery, — Herring Fijhery, tsfe. — and Holland.) 

1763 Duties, additional ones, impofed in this year, p. 24. 

1764 -the fame, in this year, p. 55. 

1765 -the fame, in this year, p. 76. 

1766 -the fame, in this year, p. too. 

1767 -the fame, in this year, p. 112. 

1768 -the fame, in this year, p. 125. 

1769 -the fame, in this year, p. 133. 

1770 — - -the fame, in this year, p. 141. 

1771 -the fame, in this year, p. 152. 

1773 -the fame, in this year, p. 178.—(For the fucceeding years, fee Ways and Means.) 

1774 -on imports and exports, at the Cuftom-Houfe, Dublin, for one year, p. 174.— 

(See Ireland.) 

1767-American, a bill palled to put them into the bands of Commilfioners, p. no. 

17S7-Tariff of, to be paid on certain tnerchandi7.cs, conformable to an Arret of the French 

Kjng, dated thc # 6th of May, p. 652. 

-— Rates of the {lamp duty, in Eranee, on commercial inflruments, p. 653. 

1786 Duty, an equalizing one, on fpirits diftiilcd in Scotland, and brought into England, p. 674. 

Drapery , 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

*. n. 

1781 Drapery, the quantity of it exported from Grcat-lhitaiti to Ireland, in this year, p. 

(See Woollen Cloth, — Ireland, isfc . * ’ * >A ' 

1786 Drawbacks, a hill to prevent fraudulent praftices in obtaining them, be. p. 630. 

1777 Dyers and Calico Primes, allowed to employ journeymen, who have not lerved a rognla- 
apprcnticclhip to the trade, p. 208. 

1783 Dying, a bill palled to prevent, abufes in the trade of, p. 338. 

• 

* E. 

1775 Earthen ware, painted, a cei tain kind of it permitted to be imported, p. 188. 

1764 Eafl-Indies, unfavourable news brought from thence, by the Lapwing Packet, p. 44, 

1781 -State of the Government there, at this period, p. 339. 

-Petitions fiom thence to Parliament, p. 341. 

-an account of the war carried on there, p. 359, See.* 

-A (Fairs in the Carnatic retlorcd by Sir Eyre Coote, p. 361. 

1782 -State of the war there, by fea and land, p. 410. 

1783 -the expedition into the Canara country, under General Matthews, fome account of, 

be. p. 482, 483, be. 

- . . . an account of the war there continued, p. 482, be. 

-an account of the peace arrived at Madras, July 4th, p. 4S5. 

17S6-a bill for regulating the trials of perfons accufed of committing certain. ofFences 

there, p. 630. 

-a bill palTed for the more cafy proof of the execution of deeds and writings there, 

p. 630. 

1787 Eafl India Bill, of 1784, generally called Mr. Pitt's Bill, petitioned again!! by the inhabitant-, 
of Fort William, in Bengal, p.646. 

1764 Eafl India Company, Englifh, very violent debates, on the unfavourable intelligence from the 
Eaft-Indies, p. 45. 

1767 -the conduit of Parliament with rcfpcct to them, p. 107. 

-propofals from them accepted by Parliament, ibid. 

-bills brought into the Houfc of Commons concerning them,' p. ioS, 

-—. petition the Houfc of Commons againft one of thefe bills, with the argument' 

thereon, ibid. 

■ ■ — — a bill palled to regulate their dividends, p. 109. 

- . , the lame, to cllnblilh an agreement between them and Government, ibid. 

1768 -a fecond bill, to reft rain their dividends, palTed both Houles, p. 119. 

-the Dircltors rcfolve to prevent the laic of the command of fliips in their lervice, 

p. 120. 

——. a ballot, at the India Houfc, on the fubjelt of tlirir revenues, ibid. 

^ 769-— negotiation between them and Government, p. 128. 

-their fubfequent agreement with Government, ibid. 

—-— fend out an extraordinary commilbon to India, p. 129. 

--the circumftances of it at this period, ibid. 

T770 ——determine the half year’s dividend, at 0 per cent. p. 135. 

—— . - a bill palTed for regulating perfons employed in its fcrvicc, p. j 38, 

4 ^ 2 



AS ALPHABETICAL A 1* D 

*• ** 

*772 Eaft India Company, a bill palled to reftrain them from appointing fupervlfors, for a limited 
time, p. 159. 

_—— the affairs of it recommended to Parliament, in the fpeech from the Throne, 

P' * 55 - 

— — — Selefl Committee appointed to enquire into the ftate of it, &c. [bid. 

—-—-the affairs of, particularly recommended to Parliament, in the fpeech from the 

• Throne, p. 163. 

1770 . . - a Committee of Secrecy appointed’for taking its affairs into confideration; their 

firft report, ibid. 

- - — difeuffions in Parliament relative to them, ibid. 

jt 773-petition Parliament for a loan, which is granted, ibid. 

-— refolutions in Parliament concerning them, p 164. 

-contents of a Bill, paffed for the better management of their affairs in India, as w ell 

as in Europe, ibid. 

1776 ■' — • its fituation at this time, p. 191. 

1777 _____— a bill palled for feme further regulation of its affairs, p. 207. 

— -their conduft on Lord Pigot’s depolition from the government of Madras, p. 203. 

— —■-fome account of that event, ibid. 

3 779-—- a bill palled for veiling in them certain territorial acquifitions, See. p 262. 

-give a bounty for railing men, and building three 74 gun fhips, for the public 

fet vice, p. 259. 

3780 . .. a bill paffed for continuing the polleffion of its territorial acquifitions, &c. &c. icc. 

P■ 3 2 3 - 

-— fituation of it at this time, p. 295. 

3781 ...— a bill palled for granting them, for a further term, the exclufive trade to and from 

the Eaft Indies, p. 398. 

--propofitions concerning it offered by the Minifter to the Houfe of Commons, See. 

P- 3 6 3 - 

— --the ftate of it at this time, p. 365. 

1782 -fome account of it at this time, p. 499. 

1783 -— its treaty with the Malirattas, p. 479, 

-abftrafts of two bills brought into the Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Charles Fox, 

for regulating their affairs at home and abroad, with the debates in Parliament thereon, 
p. 507, 508, &c. 

-- a bill paffed to indemnify them in certain cafes, &c. p. 538. 

1*84 --Mr. Pitr brings in a bill for the regulation of their affairs, p. 543, 

--— abftrafl of the bill, p. 543, 544. 

——•-debates on it, and its rejection, p. 544, 545. 

-Mr. Pitt brings in another bill for its relief; abftrafl of it, and the debates there¬ 
upon, carried by a great majority, p 563, 564, he. 

• . further time allowed them to fulfil their engagements with the public, p. 575. 

— -- a bill palled for the relief thereof, &c. p. 577. 

*785-the orders of the Direftors relative to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, rejected, by 

the Board of Controul, p. 5176. 

_____ motions in both Houfes, on the conduft of the Board of Controul, ibid. 

Eaft 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX, 

X786 EaJl India Company, a bill parted for the regulation of it, p. 629. 

I t ! 1C ?J nc ’ ref P e£hli S their exclulive power to nominate the Governor-General and 
Council of Fort William, &c. ibid. 

-a bill to enable it to raife money by the fale of annuities. Sec. p. 630. 

1787 -the Committee for hearing the Bengal petition, againft Mr. Pitt’s bill, difiblved, 

p. 647. 

-the number and tonnage of its/hips, laden in China, for the fcafon, 1786 -7, p. 666. 

1788 -the Board of Controul for the affairs of it, are vetted, by an aft of Parliament, with 

certain powers relative to the cxpcnce of raifing and fending troops to the Eaft Indies, 
p. 675, 676. 

-refolmions rrfpe&ing it agreed to in the Houfe of Commons, p. 676. 

1785 EaJl India Ditettots, difference between them and the Board of Controul relative to the debts 
of the Nabob of Arcot, p. 596. 

1480 EaJl and IVcft India FLcts , the greater part of them taken, p. 303. 

—.—. obfervation on that event, ib.d. 

1766 EaJl India Goods, a bill parted for regulating the duties on certain kinds of them, when ex¬ 
ported from Great Britain, p. 98. 

1781 -the quantity of them imported into Ireland from Great Britain in this year, 

P- 395 - 

1782 -exported from Great Britain to Ireland in one year, p. 443. 

1783 — — -imported into Ireland, p. 530. 

1777 EaJl India Ships, a bill palled to prevent the clandeftine unfhipping of goods from on board 
them, p. 207. 

1781 ————Dutch, feveral taken by Commodore Johnftone, See. p.369. 

1764 EaJl India Stock fell fourteen per cent, on account of unfavourable news from the Eaft Indies, 


P . 44. 

1773 ___— the number, Sec. of its proprietors, p. 166.—(S ce Funds). 

1780 EaJl India Trade, a bill paffed to fccure it to Britifh fuLjetts, p. 323. 

1787- the ftatc of it, p.666. 1 

Ebony, a bill paffed relative to the duties on it, p. 668. 

1776 Ednl of the King of Portugal, piohibitiug an intercourfe with the Americans, p. 193. 

1778 Embargo laid on French fhipping in the Britifh ports, p. 226. 

England, —(See Great Br itain.) 

1777 Engravers, a bill parted to fccure their property in the engraving branch, p. 207. 

1778 Engravings, copper plate, vaft increafe in the trade and exportation of them, (appendix) p.697, 

1763 Europe, brief obfervations on the ftate of it, p. 29. 

Eujlaiia ,—(Sec St. Eujialia). 

1764 Exchequer Bills'o the amount of a million, taken by the Bank, p. 52. 

1772 Exetfe, a bill paffed to prevent frauds in the revenue of it, p. 159. 

j 7 74 -the revenue of it for this year, p. 174. 

1785 _ a b>H patted tb transfer certain of its duties, Sec. p. 605. 

1786 Excite and Cu/loms, a bill parted to repeal certain duties on them. &c. p. 667.—(See Cuftoms). 
Exale and Cuftom Laws, a bill parted to continue them in certain cafes, p. 630. 

Exports, —(See Imports), 


Falkland’s 



n. 


AN ALPHABETICAL AND 

F. 

1771 FalklnnF s I/hnd>, an account of them, p. 143. 

-explanation with the Court of Spain concerning the right to the pofleffion of them, 

p. 1 4 *+» 

]iis Majefty’s declaration in his fpcech from tiic throne concerning the conduit of 
Spain relative to them, ibid. 

given up hy Spain to ( 1 re at Britain, ibid. 

the account of them l>v Mr. Thomas Ealkncr, an F.nglifh Jetuit, contradicts the 
favourable reprefentation given hy Commoduic Byron, p. 146. 

17R5 Fen, Perquijites , fsV. a bill palled to examine into the abufcs of, and to regulate fitch as arc 
received in ceifain public offices, p. hen;. 

17>Sf) ■ — .a bill palled for a further examination into the faid ahufes, &c. p.630. 

3773 Fens, bills palled for draining of them, p. 167. 

1764 Fires, a bill paffied for the prevention of them, p. 49. 

-an account of Mr. Hartley’s invention for preferving buildings from fire, p. 194.—(See 

Buildings), 

1775 Fiji} Oil, the quantity of it now confirmed in London, p.184. 

17S0 Fifh, pickled, the quantity exported from England alone in this year, p.321. 

1783-pickled, the quantity exported from England alone during three years, at diftant periods, 

p. 518. 

1786 Fifhc, ies, a hiil palled for the more effectual encouragement of them, p.630. 

-the fame for incorporating the Britifli Society for extending them, he. ibid. 

17S7-a bill palled to enforce further regulations, &c. p. 667. 

17S4 Fijherics of Scotland, a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 567. 

- of Lough Sivilty, — (See Though Swilly). 

-(Sec IF hale F'Jhcry, Newfoundland Fijhcry, Hen in" Fijbery, Britifh Fijhery, Filthara 

Fijhery, h ijb Ftjlicry), 

1785 Flanders , Hate of the trade of Great Britain with that country, p. 637. 

1787 flnfks , wine and oil, a bill relative to the duties on them, p.668. 

1764 Flax, rough and undrefild, a bounty granted on the importation of it from the .Britifli Ameri¬ 
can Colonies, p. 50. 

1770-a fund eflablifhcd for the encouragement ofit, p. 137. 

1786 -a bill to allow a bounty on the importation of it from the Britifli American Colonics, 

p. 630. 

-a bill to encourage the manufacture of it, ibid. 

-a bill to encourage the growth ofit, ibid. 

17P7-an account of, imported to fevcral towns in Great Britain, p. 657. 

-the quantity of it imported from Ruffia to feveral principal commercial towns in England 

and Ireland in this year, ibid. 

1781 Flax and Flax Seed, allowed to be imported into Great Britain and Ireland, p.398. 

1770 Flax Seed, a bounty on importing it into Ireland, p. 197. 

1781-the value of, annually imported into Ireland, p.389. 

783 Flax and Cotton, a hill paffied to encourage the manufactures of them, p. 539. 

”85 Florence Wine, the duties on the importation of it regulated, he. p.605. 

Flour, —(See Corn Crain, IFcJ 
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France, 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 


A. D. 

1765 France, its ordinance relative to the Weft India Tflands, p. 71. 

1769 -its Eaft India Company become bankrupts, p.128. 

——its commerce greatly diftreiled, p. 129. 

1773 -the number of parifties, and calculation of births in that kingdom, p. 17 r. 

1777 -temporizing conduft of it, p.201. 

1778 ——declaration of, to the Court of London, acknowledging the independence of the United 

States of America, p. 222. 

-iifues an order to feize all the Britifh (hipping in its ports, p. 226. 

‘779 —” its declaration relative to the navigation ofneutral veflcls, p. 256. 

—— its ordinance in favour of certain diftrifts of Holland, p. 258. 

-projects an invafton of England, Had. 

- endeavours to engage Spain to join in the waragainft Great'Britain, p. 247. 

-conduct of Spain thereupon, ill:!. 

1783-its fituation at the dole of the war, p. 476. 

17S5- a decree of the King of, concerning the importation ofeertain foreign goods, kc. p. 599 

17S8-the deficiency of its finances, p.689. 

- the commercial treaty with it. — (See Treaties). 

1779 France and Spain, the combined fleets of, enter the Channel, &c. p.259, 

1774 Frauds, a hill palled to prevent them in certain manufaftures, p. 176. 


1763 French 1 fines, additional duties on them, p. 4. 

-jyyS - Shipping, an embargo laid on it in the Britifh ports, p. 226. 

, 7 3 ? - Levant Trade, a particular account of it, p.657. 

j 781 F> izc, the quantity of it exported from Ireland in this year, p. 393. 

_the quantity exported from Ireland during three years, p. S 2 S* 

J779 Funds, public, a table of the variation of their prices for this year, 261. 

1780-the fame for this year, p. 319. 

3781-the fame for this year, p. 397. 

17S2 -the fame for this year, p. 45 s * 


, 783-the fame for this year, p. 337. 

1784-the fame for this year, p. 575. 

,785 ——- the fame for this year, p. 603. 

, 786-the fame for this year, p. 629. 

5787 -the fame for this year, p. 668. 

378S -the fame for this year, p. 694. 

1783 Fujliam, certain duties arc laid on them, p.605. 


1768 Gage, General, arrives in America, p. if8. _ 

, 785 Gauzes, filk, bounty regulated by law on the exportation of them, p.605. 
J780 Geary, Admiral, takes twelve fail of French merchantmen, p.303. 

1781 Geneva, ftate of its domeftic troubles, p. 3 8 7 - 

1782 -its conftitution fubverted, p. 44 °- 

_many of its citizens propofc to fix their refidence in Ireland, p. 441. 

_refolution of the Irifh volunteers in favour of its refugees, tbtd. 


1782-agents from thence in Ireland, p. 5 2 3 - , , 

1785 Genevefe, the commiffioncrs fent from them treated with great refpeft m Ireland, p. 594 - 


Gentvcfi , 



AN ALPHABETICAL AND 


A. P. 

1785 Genevefe, a traft of land granted them in the county of Waterford, p. 594. 

-rt Tons why the 1’cheme of their colonizing in Ireland proved abortive, ibid, 

-o' Tervations thereon, ibid. 

1787 Geneva, foreign, a bill relative to the duties on it, p, 668. 

1763 Georgia, exports of it during one year, p. 8. 

1781 Germany, Lmpcrorof, makes Ofiend a free port, p. 375. 

——— eftablifhes regulations concerning the navigation of the Netherlands, ibid. 

—— .- acced* to the armed neutrality, ibid. • 

1787 ——— {late or the trade of Great Britain with that country, p. 637. 

3780 Gibraltar, flate of it at this time, p. 302. 

1781 -the efforts of Spain againft it ineffc&ual, p. 366. 

—«— the diftrefies of the garrifon deferibed, ibid. 

—— a tnoft gallant Tally from thence deferibed, p. 367. 

1782 -the grand attack of thir. fortrefs, on the 13th of September, by the united force of France 

and Spain deferibed, p. 418. 

-relieved by a fleet under the command of Lord Howe, p. 419. 

1780 Glafs Manufaftui c of Ireland, obfervations. on it, p.288. 

1781 Glafs exported from Ireland in this year, p. 394. 

1782 —— export of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

17S3 -the average import of it intolreland for three years, p. 528. 

1787-imported, a bill to grant certain duties on it, p. 668.—(See Plate Glafs.) 

1766 Gloves and Mitts, a bill paffed to prohibit the importation of them, p. 98. 

1773 Glover, Richard, appears as agent for the Weft India planters and merchants at the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons, p. 182. 

GoatSkins, raw, the importation of them allowed, p. 188, 

Gold ,— (See Coin). 

3767 Grain, isle. orders of Council relative to it, p. no. 

1772 — prices of, per quarter, at Bear Key, p. 157. 

—— (Wheat, Barley, Oats,) a table of its prices for fifteen fucceflive years, ibid, —(Sec Corn t 
Wheat, isle.) 

Greafe ,—(See Hogs Lard, Tallow). 

1781 Great Britain, flate of it, at the commencement of this year, p.327. 

1783 -its fituation at the clofe of the war, p. 476. 

1787-its trade with the principal countries of Europe, p. 636. 

1771 Greenland Fi/hcry, the number of fhips, &c. employed by the Dutch in this year, p. 150. 

-thC bounty <Jn the tonnage continued, ibid. 

1780-a bill paffed to extend it,. &c. p. 323. 

jjg6 --new regulations of it, p. 612. 

-a bin for the encouragement of it, p. 630. 

1787 ——— an account of it, p. 657. 

1764 Grenada, Grenadines , &c. a falc of lands in them advertifed by royal proclamatiofi, p. 46. 

1780-a bill paffed to proted goods the growth of thofe iflands on board neutral veffcls, 

&c. p. 323. 


i 779 
J 787 


Ifland of, its furrender to the French, p. 252. 
a bili to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p. 668. 


Grenville , 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 


a- n. 

1765 Grenville, Mr. George, liis chara&er and talents, p. 62. 

1769 Guernfey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p. 131. 

1763 Gum Senegal, and Gum Arabic , a bill paffedto alter the duties, Ik c. on thefe articles, p. 73. 

1774 Gum Senegal, the duties on the exportation of it reduced, p. 176. 

Gunpowder, Anna, &c. a proclamation iffued prohibiting the exportation of them, &c. p. 175. 


1784 Hare Skins and Hate Wool, the exportation-of them prohibited, p.576. 

1776 Harrifon, Mr. John, the inventor of the celebrated Time-keeper for difcovcr'mg the longi¬ 
tude, his death, p. 196. 

T777 Hartley, David, Elq; bis patent, for the invention of iron plates to prevent fires, enlarged, p. 207. 
1786 Hajling 5, Warren, Efq; charges againit him debated in the Houle of Commons, p.612. 

j^87_charges renewed againfthim, p. 647. 

_his impeachment voted by the lioufe of Commons, ibid. 

_impeached at the bar of the lioufe of Lords, ibid. 

1767 Hats, anadditional duty on the importation of tbofe made of chip, ftraw, cane, Ac. p. 109. 

17 8j _the number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 394. 

I7 g 2 _number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

j 7 g~ _— import and export of them into and from Ireland in this.year, p. 528. 

l7 g 4 _the export of them in this year from Ireland to America, p. 571. 

1777 Hat Manufaflory, a bill palled to eftablifh regulations in it, p. 207. 

1785 Hay, the exportation of it prohibited for a certain time, p. 606. 

,-86 _a bill to limit the exportation of it, p. 629. 

,764 Hemp, a bounty granted on the importation of it and undreffed flax, from the Bntifh Ame¬ 
rican Colonics, p. 50. 

j 7 6 7 _premium granted for the encouragement of it, p. no. 

, - 70 _ _ fund eftablifhed for the encouragement of it, p. 1 37 - 

I779 _ _ bounty grantedfor the importation of it from Ireland, p. 261. 

1786 - a bill to encourage the growth of it, p. 630. . 

' _ a biU t0 al i ow a bounty on the importation of it from the Bntifh American colonies, ,bii. 

„ _ the quantity of it imported to feveral principal commercial towns in England, p. 657. 

jj 6 o Hermoine, La, a Spanifti (hip. the cargo of it, when condemned as a prize, P . 13. 

3 — diftribution of the net proceeds of it, p. 13. 

,76c Herring Fijhery, a bill paffed to encourage it, p. 7 ** 

,,72 - a bill palTcd to encourage it on the coafts of the I fie of Man, p. 139. 

_ 1 __white, a bill paffed for the encouragement of it, p. 261. 

.783 Herrings, the quantity exported from Ireland to the Weft Indies in this year, p. W-fSee 
Fifhery, Brilijh Fijhery, Me.) 

Hides raw allowed to be imported from Ireland and America, p. 131. 

S f_ U ; bill relative to the importation of them from Ireland and Bntifh Americe, p. 668. 
,,8l Hid,,, rate, Sim, the importation of them allowed iron, Ireland and the Bntifh Planta- 

tions in America, p. 398. 

r ,68 HiUJborough, thcEarlof, appointed the firft American Secretary, P .« 7. 

,,86 H,£> sJdmdG,,./,, ,biIHodifco.m»ue .hed«„e. on nnportmgthem, r . 630. 

Yol. XY* 
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J780 Holland, a piivatc treaty formed between that Republic and the United State* of America, 
p. 304. 

3783 .-debates in Parliament on the war entered into againftit, p. 337. 

--difeontents there on account of the lofles fufbincd by the war with Great Britain, p. 343. 

-applies to fevcral northern couits lor aili fiance, p. 344. 

-Hate ofit at this time, p.347. 

17S2 -a iufpcnfion of hofUiities with that power, propofed by the Britiflr court, and refufed, 

P- 4 ' 7 - 

1783 -fufpenfion of Ijclliiities, he. between that Republic and Great Britain, p. 475. 

-its fituation at the clofc of tbfc war, p. 476. 

1787-the Hate of its trade with Great Bi itain, p.637. 

. (See Dutch, Suites General). 

1774 Hops, the amount of the duty on them this year, p. 174. 

1776-the amount of this year’s duty on them, p. 197. 

1780-new regulation on the exportation of them into Ireland, p. 323. 

1786 -a bill to regulate the exportation of, p. 629. 

1780 Hope, Thomas, Efq; the death and charafter of that eminent merchant, p. 522. 

1773 H.rfcs , the number of them exported during a certain period, p. 166. 

1770 Hottfc cj Commons, order of, for the redemption of certain annuities, p. 135. 
t 1766 Houfes, Windows, &c. the duties on them-extended, p. 98. 

1776-a method of preferring them from fire, by David Hartley, Efq; p. 194. 

1778 -a duty impofed on them, p. 237, 

1779 -- empty ones, the number of them in the city of London at this time, p. 260, 

j 7 81-the number of them in certain principal towns, p. 388. 

1784 -the number of them in Great Britain and Wales, p. 551. 

-inhabited, feveral duties thereon repealed, p. 577.—;See Buildings). 

3776 Howe, Lord Vifeount and General, appointed commilfioners to reftore peace, See. in America, 
P- 192 . 

1782 Hudfon's Bay Company, feveral of their fcttlements, he. deftroyed by a French fquadron, p. 418. 
3767 Hull , the river, a bill pafied to improve its navigation in Yorkihire, p. 109, 

3780 Hurricane , a moft dreadful one in the Weft Indies, p. 336. 

I, 

3 774 Jamaica, certain free ports cftablifhed there, p.176. 

1779 -the lafe arrival of the fleet from thence, p. 259. 

1780 -the planters and merchants intcrefted in that ifland, petition Parliament for its protection, 

p. 290. 

1781 -fevcral laws for the eftablilhingfrce pom in that ifland continued, p. 398, 

1787 -a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p, 668. 

1781 Jamaica and Barbadoes, an account of the lofies fuftained by them from the hurricane, p. 337* 
1765 Jan fen. Sir Stephen Theodore, liis charafter, p. 69. 

1769 Jirfcy and Guernfey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p. 131. 
3779 Jet fey, Ifieof, a fruitless attempt to feizc it by the French, p, 251. 

1781-attacked by the French, p.328. 

—— preferved by the gallant conduct of Major Pierfon, p. 329. 

Imports 



A CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX: 

1763 Imports and Exports into and from Great Britain, tables of them every fifth year, from the be¬ 

ginning of the prefent century to this year, with the names of the places, See. having com¬ 
mercial mtcrcourfe with Great Britain, from p. 30 to 44,, 

1764 -table of the fame for this year, p. 59. 

1965 -the fame for this year, p. 82. 

17 66 -the fame for this year, p. 104. 

*7 6 7 -the fame for this year, p. 115. 

1768-the fame for this year, p. 126. 

j 769-the fame for this year, p. 134, 

1770 -the fame for this year, p. 142. 

1771 -the fame for this year, p. 154, 

1772 -the fame for this year, p. 162. 

1773 -the fame for this year, p. 170. 

1782 --the fame for this year, p.457. 

1783 ——-the fame for this year, p. 535. 

1784 -the fame for this year, p. 579. 

1785 --the fame for this year, p. 604. 

1774 -the amount of the duties on them at the Cuitom-houfe in Dublin, for one year, 

P- 174 - 

1782-table of them into and from Scotland, for two years, diftinguifhing eac j, y car an ^ 

place, p. 456, 

*783-between England and Ireland, p. 531, &e. 

-between Scotland and Ireland, p. 533, See. 

1788-annual totals of them from 1700 to the year 1787, p. 692, 693. 

*766 Indemnity, an aft of, palled in favour of fuch as had incurred penalties on account of the Stamp 

Aft, p. 86. 

1774 Indian Corn, the importation of allowed, p. 176.—(S ecComJ. 

1770 Indigo, an aft continued for encouraging the culture of it in the Rritifh Plantations, p. 137, 

>781-the quantity ofit imported from the Eaft Indies in this ycar, p. 395. 

1782-the quantity of it imported into England from India, p. 441. 

-annually exported from America on an average of three years, ibid. 

-table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two diftinft: 

years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
were made, p. 449. 

■—— the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 454. 

——- ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

*778 Inland Bills of Exchange, t sfc. a {lamp duty charged upon them, p. 459. 

1772 InJ'olvcnt Debtors, a bill pafied to render the payment of their creditors more equal, Stc. in 
Scotland, p. 159. 

1786 ——-——- a bill pallid for the relief of them in certain cafes, p. 629. 

2787 Infolvency, a bill of; debated in the Houfe of Lords, p. 645. 

——— bill thrown out, p. 646. 

1774 Infurances on Lives, a bill palled for the better regulation of them, p. 176. 

J782 Infurance of Ships, the Hate of it at this time, p.441. 

Infurances againft lofs by fire, a duty charged on them, p. 459. 
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AN ALPHABETICAL AND 


A. O. 

1785 Infurances, a bill pafled for regulating fuch as are made on (hips, goods, See. p. 605. 

Inventions, mechanical, feveral ufeful ones, (Appendix) p. 707, &c. 

1765 Journeymen, a bill pafled to prevent combinations among them, p. 72. 

1766 - and apprentices, a bill pafled for the better regulation of them, p. 98. 

1768- Taylors, new regulations for them within the bills of mortality, p. 122. 

1763 Ireland, fums granted by the Houfc of Commons of that kingdom for promoting its trade, ma- 
nufaftures and commerce, p. 10. 

177^-a bill pafled to prevent frauds in the trade between that country and Great Britain, p. 159, 

1778 —-— a committee of the whole Houfe of Commons to confider of the trade of it, p. 224. 

— conduit and debates of Parliament on the fubjeft of it, p. 224, &c. 

1779 -fuffers from the American war, p. 242, 243. 

— difpofition of the Englifli Parliament to afford relief to its trade, ibid. 

—— obfervations on the ftate of its trade, and the effett of it on the filter kingdom, p. 244, 245. 

-the bufinefs of relieving it taken up in the Houfe of Lords, but put off to another fefiion, 

P- 245 - 

—— non-importation refolutions agreed to in Dublin, j>. 246. 

-ditto at Waterford, ibid. 

—ferious complaints from thence, p. 252, 253. 

—— military aflociations take place there, p. 254. 

-- the Britifh Mutiny Bill denied to have any validity there, ibid. 

-a free commerce the objeft of that kingdom, p. 255. 

-the relief of it recommended in thcfpeech from the throne, ibid. 

-condutt of the Britifh Government with refpeft to it, ibid. 

-a bill pafled to grant a free trade, he. to it, p. 262. 

1780 -a bill paffed to allow a free trade between that kingdom and the Britifh Colonics, p. 285. 

-obfervations on the trade and commerce of it, p. 286, 287. 

-new regulations for the importation of Britifh coin into that kingdom, p. 323. 

— — ditto on the importation of hops, ibid. 

-goods from the Levant Seas allowed to be imported to or exported from that kingdom, ib* 

5781 --the value and ftate of its imports from Great Britain in this year, p. 394. 

-the fpirit of the people at this period, p. 385. 

! -782 -the new miniftry very favourable to it, p. 406. 

- — refolutions of the volunteers at Dungannon, ibid. 

-meffage from liis Majefty to Parliament on the fubjefl of it, p. 407. 

-- a declaration of rights, moved by Mr. Grattan, in the form of an addrefs to the King, , 

and carried, p. 408. 

• - the Parliament of, vote Mr. Grattan 50,0001. for his public fervices, ibid. 

.-the Britifh Parliament renounces its right to legifiate in that kingdom, &c. p. 409. 

.-the Houfe of Commons of, vote roo,oool. for the purpofe of railing 20,000 Irifh feamen 

for the fcrvice of the navy, ibid. 

-the quantity of Afiatic produce, &c. imported there from Great Britain in this year, 

P- 443 * 

1783 -the incrcnfe of its herring fifhery ftated, p.524. 

1784 -abflraft of the hereditary revenue and additional duties of that kingdom,for one year, See. 

p, 572.—(See Linen, Provijions, &c.J 

Irijh 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

785 Ireland , certain refolutions parted by the Houle of Commons of, p. S 8o, &c. 

Ir 'tjh Proportions, debates on them in the Parliament of Ireland, p. 591. 

■ bill, founded on them, brought into the Houfc of Commons of Ireland, p. 592. 

• conduft of the Irilh Minifter thereon, p. 594-. 

—-an account of them, p. 580. 

-debated in the Britifh Parliament, p. 582, 5S3. 

“ report of the Committee of Council on them, p. 584. 

-oppofition of the Britifh merchants and manufafturers to them, p. 586. 

• petitionsagainft them, p. 587. 

-as altered and enlarged by the Britifh Parliament, p. 587, 588. 

-arguments for and againfl them, p. 591. 

-a bill, founded on them, brought into the Britifh Houfe of Commons, p. 593. 

1784 Irl/h Fijhcry, account of it in this year, p. 571 —(See Lough Swilly, Herring Fijhery, & e ,J 
1769 Iron, certain drawbacks on the exportation of difeontinued, p. 131/ 

1781-an account of its importation from Ruilia and Sweden, p. 395. 

1783 -importation of it into Ireland on two averages of three years, p.527. 

1784 —— import of it from Peterfburg alone into Ireland in this year, p. 371. 

1787-an account of it imported to fcveral towns in Great Britain, p. 657. 

1781 - and Iron /Fare, the amount of their exportation this year from Ireland, p. 392. 

1782 -export -of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

1783 -exports of them into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 327. 

1787 Iron and Steel Manufailories, a bill to prevent the exportation of tools and uteniils, &c. ufed in. 
them, p. 668. 

1764 IJh of Man, an order of Council to prevent fmuggling on the coafts of it, p. 48. 

1763 -the fovereignty of it annexed by purchafe to the crown of Great Britain, p. 70, 

—--abflraft of the aft of Parliament parted for annexing it to the crown, ibid. 

1767 —-a bill parted for regulating the rnanufaftures there, p. 109. 

1771 ——— a bill pafl'cd for preferving its harbours, p. 130. 

1772 — — a bill parted to encourage the herring fifhery on its coarts, p. 139. 

1780 -—— a bill parted for regulating its trade, &c. p. 323. 

K. 

1781 Kempenfelt, Admiral, takes a confiderablc part of a valuable French convoy, p. 383. 

1766 Knitted Stockings, a bill parted to prevent the fraudulent marking of them, p. 98. 

1768 Koningsberg , the number of veflels which arrived in this year, p. 122. 

L. 

1779 Lace AfanufaHory, the wages of its workmen regulated, p. 262.. 

1767 Land Tax reduced to three (hillings in the pound, p. 109. 

1771-raifed to four fhillings in the pound, p. 132. 

1764 Lands , laic of, in Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St. Vincent and Tobago, advertifed by 

royal proclamation, p. 46* 

—" conditions of the falc, ibid. 

1783-amount of them in England, p. 521. 

■-inecclcliaftical preferment, p. 522. 


Land 
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1763 Land Carriage Fijhcry, the ftate of it, p. 12. 

_oppofitioa made to it, &c. p. 13. , 

I?8 , Lajlage and Ballajlage of the river Thames, feveral afts for the regulation of it continued, p. 537 - 
Jso Laurens, Henry, appointed ambafrador from the American Congrefi to the States General, 

_ - J’uken, with all his papers, by Captain Keppel of the Veftal frigate, ibid. 

_committed to the Tower, ibid. 

*764 Laws ena&ed in this year relative to trade and iommercc, p. 49. 

,765-the fame in this year, p, 72. 

j 766 -the fame in this year, p. 97. 

,767 -the fame in this year, p. 109. 

, 768 -the fame in this year, p. 122. 

2769 . . - the fame in this year, p. 131* 

1770 . — the fame in this year, p. 137* 

1771 - the fame in this year, p. 150. 

,772 -the fame in this year, p. J59. 

2773 --the fame in this year, p. 167. 

2774 - - the fame in this year, p. 176. 

2775 the fame in this year, p. 1S7. 

1776 ___ the fame in this year, p. 197. 

2777-the fame in this year, p. 207. 

,773 ___ the fame in this year, p. 237. 

2 779-the fame in this year, p. 261. 

2780 —— the fame in this year, p. 323. 

1781-the fame in this year, p. 397. 

2782 -the fame in this year, p, 458. 

,783 -the fame in this year, p. 537. , 

1784-the fame in this year, p. 573. 

2783 -the fame in this year, p. 605. 

2786 -the fame in this year, p. 629. 

2787 -the fame in this year, p.667. 

1766 Leather , a bill paffed to encourage the manufaflure of it, p. 98. 

2784 _ a billpa<Ted to continue certain afts for the encouragement of its manufaaure in England 

and Scotland, p. 576. 

1779 Lee, river, a bill palFed for the prefervation of it, p. 262. 

1764 Letters, abrtraft of the aft for preventing abufes of the privilege of franking them, See. p. 51. 
— average annual amount of the portage of fuch as arc franked, ibid. 
new regulations in the portage of them, ibid. 

2763_abftraft of an aft for regulating the portage of them, p. 72. 

2784_additional rates granted on the conveyance of them; and certain regulations to prevent 

frauds and abufes in fending and receiving them free of portage, p. 577. 

t 7g 7 __ a bill to cflabtifh the conveyance of them between Milford Haven and Waterford, p. 667, 

■-(See Pofiage, Pcjl Office, isSc.J 

2777 Letters »/Marque, granted againft the rebellious colonics, p.207. 

1780 Levant Seas, goods from thence allowed to be imported into or exported from Ireland, p. 323. 

Levant 



CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 

A. D. 

J781 Levant and Mediterranean Seas, the importation of goods from certain towns on their coafts aU 
lowed, p. 3',8. 

1787- Trade, French, a particular account of it, p, 657. 

J 7 7 5 Lexington, engagement at, p. 184, 

177') Lie hi Houles , a bill parted for creating Mi cm in the port of Chcfler, p. 197, 

176(1 Linen, Ruiiia, the duties on the importation of it regulated, p. 97. 

J 767 -(otcign, certain duties granted on it, p. 109. 

1770 - Uritilli and liifli, the bounty on exporting them continued, p, 137. 

-foreign, additional duties gi.mtcd on the importation of them, ibid. 

J 77 1 .. . the quantity of it exported from Ireland for leventy yea r s, p.147, 

-the expoats of it dccreafc, ibid. 

—— IJritifh and Irilh, the quantity of both exported from. England fiom the commencement 
of the bounty to this year indufivc, p. 14S. 

-accounts of the quantity {lamped in Scotland at certain periods, ibid. 

-foreign, the quantity imported into England from 1764 to 1771, with the duties paid 

thereon, p, 149. 

1774 -llatc of the imports and exports of it at different periods, p. 174, 

-its trade dccreafed in Ireland, ibid. 

1780 -the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal in tins year, p 37.2. 

-Irilh and Hritiih, various accounts of the imports and exports into and from Great Bri¬ 
tain, as Hated in the reports of the Board of Trade, p. 390, 39!. 

1781 -the quantity of it exported from Ireland, fofeign countries and the colonies for one year, 

P- 393 - 

-checked, the annual exportation of it from London and the out-ports, ibid. 

-prohibited by Portugal to be imported from Ireland, p. 394. 

-Hate of its manufaflurc and trade in Portugal, .bid 

1782 -the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Great Britain in one year, p. 442. 

-quantity of it exported to every other country, ibid. 

1783 -the quantity and value of it exported in this year from Ireland to Great Britain, p. 324, 

-- ditto to every other country, ibid. 

-the Hate o! its trade between Scotland and Ireland, p. 534- 

-Kritifh and Irilh, bounties granted thereon, p. 538. 

1784 -printed, painted, lhained, he. additional duties laid on them, he. p. 576. 

-quantity of it imported in this year to England, p. 5)1. 

j 78 5 -printed, a hill pafled relative to the duties on them, p. 605. 

1787 -Irilh and Hritiih, a hill to grant a bounty on the exportation of certain of them, p. 668. 

— . .- a bill to encourage the art of defigning and printing them, p. 668. 

1763 Linen Cloth flamped in Scotland for fale during certain petiods, p. 10. 
j 7 71 Linen Him, the quantity of it exported from Ireland for feventy years, p. 147. 

.. exports of it dccreafc, ibid. 

_the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Great Britain in this year, p. 393. 

1774 Linen Manufactory, the Hate of it referred to a committee of the Houle of Commons, p. 173. 

-decreafe ofit in Scotland, ibid. 

1779 -a bill palfed to encourage it in Ireland, p. 261. 

7780 Linen Manufactureo( Ireland, obfervations on it, p. 287. 
a 
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AN ALPHABETICAL AND 

A. t>. 

1787 Lifbon, the (hipping which arrived there in this year, p. 6 ,6. 

1788 -the number of vclick which arrived there in this year, p. 692. 

1766 Liverpool, the number of Ihips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards there in thi* 
year, p. 97. 

-a bill palled to regulate pilots in that port} ibid. 

1764 Logwood, a temporary interruption to our cutters in the Bay of Honduras, p. 47. 

-conduit of the Court of Spain on reprefentations being made by the Britilh Minifteron 

the fubjeft, ibid. 

1766 London, a bill paffed for the improvement of tillage in the neighbourhood of it, p. 97. 

3787 -Britilh and Iiifh manufafturcs and produce entered outward from thence, for one week, 

he. p. C54. 

-French manufactures and produce entered inwards duping the fame period, ibid.— (See 

Bills of Mortality, Population, isle.) 

1765 Longitude, the Board of it give 1000I. to Mr. Witchel for the invention of a marine table, p. 71. 

1765-a bill palled for encouraging the difeovery of it, p. 72. 

1770-the fevcral aits explained and amended for rewarding the difeovery of it, p. 138. 

3780 -a bill palled to grant rewards for the difeovery of it, p. 323. 

1781 -*—. rc\Vard continued for the difeovery of it, p.398. 

177S Lotto ies, ablt rail of an aft for regulating them, p.237. 

1779 -the keepers of the offices regulated, p. 261. , 

1787 ——— a bill palled againft unlawful ones, p. 667. 

1782 Lottery Offices, a bill palled to regulate !he keepers of them, and the falc of tickets, p.459. 

1780 Lough Swilly, an account of its filhery during this year, p. 321. 

1781 -the ftate of itsfilhcry in this year, p. 394. 

1784 Low Wines and Spirits for home confumption, the duties upon them difeontinued for a limited 
time, p.577. 

1784 Lumber, currentprices of it in Jamaica at this time, and the preceding year, p. 535. 

— average prices of it ten years previous to the war, p. 577. 

-prices of it at Philadelphia, he. p. 557, &c. 

— great quantities may foon be had from N ova Scotia, p. 559. 

— further information on the fubjeft of it, ibid. 

M ’ 

Machines, for the flocking and woollen manufaftures, &c. invented, (Appendix) p. 707, &c. 
Machine, Arkwright's, fome account of, (Appendix) ibid. 

1765 Madder, a bill palled to encourage the growth of it in Great Britain, p. 72. 

1777 Madras, a revolution in thatfcttlement, p. 202. 

1787 Malaga, the (hipping which arrived there in this year, p. 656. 

1768 Malt, certain quantities of it in his Majefty’s warehoufes exported, p, 12a. 

1770-the further exportation of it allowed, p. 137. 

Manchefier, (See Cotton, Linen, bfc.J 
1780 Manifejlo of his Britannic Majefty againft the Dutch, p.313* 

-obfervations refulting from it, p. 315. 

1786 Manifrjls, a bill for the regulation of them, p.630. 

1774 Manufaftures, a bill palled to prevent frauds in certain of them, p. 176. 

1783 — — the annual produce of the principal ones fpecified, p. $22. 
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1787 Manufailures and Produce, Britifli and Iiifli, entered outwards at the port of London for Frartfcn 
for one week, &.c, p. 654. 

—-French, imported at the port of London during the fame period, ibid. 

. .. .of the European dominions of trance, a bill pafled to permit the im¬ 
portation of them, p.668. 

1785 Manufafluters , a bill pafled to prevent the feduft ion of them into foreign countries, p. 606. 

1787 ——.-Chamber of, its petition to Parliament, p. 632. 

1763 Marine Society, patriotic conduct of it, p. (J. 

1774 MaffachufcCs Bay, the province of, a bill pafled fgr fupprefling tumults there, p. 172. 

———-— its Ipirit of refiftancc to Government fiated in the fpecch from the Throne, 

P- * 79 - 

1775 ->-the laws made relative to it incfll-ff ual, ibid .—(See America). 

1783 Matthews, General, his expedition into the Canarce Country, an account of it, p.482, See. 

Meat, (See Butcher’s Meat, Provijions, tdc). 

Mechanical Inventions, an account of l'everal, (Appendix) p.707. 

1783 Medicines, (lamp duties granted on them, p. 540, 

1765 Mcdita ranean Trade, proclamation relative to pafles ufed therein, p. 70. 

2784_ Seas, the duty of one per cent, on goods imported from thence in unqualified 

(hips, difeontinued, p. 576. 

17S2 Mclaffcs, the quantity of, imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 452. 

.. . . — into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1777 Memorial of Sir Jofeph Yorketo the States General relative to the illicit commerce at St. Eu- 
flatius, and the anfiver, p.204,205. 

, 7 S 0 __ prtfented by Sir Jofeph Yorkc to the States General, on their conduit to Great Britain, 

p. 268. 

__prefented by Sir Jofeph Yorke to the States General, on the fecrct treaty of amity and 

commerce, between their Republic and America, p. 3x2. 


——— a fecond prefented on the fame fubjeft, p. 313. 

17 8,_of the merchants of St. Chriflophcr’s, htc. to Sir George Rodney and General Vaughan, 

relative to their property in St. Euilatius, p. 330. 

-1.the anfwers of the Britiflx commanders thereto, p. 33 

J785_prefented to the States General by Sir James Harris, &c. p. 600. 

1778 Merchants, certain of their lofles Rated, &c. p.223. 

1787 Methuen Treaty not affefled by the treaty with I ranee, P.63S. 

Milford Haven, a bill to eftablifh packets between that place and Waterford in Ireland, p. 667. 
1770 Minchead, a bill pafled for continuing the powers to keep it m repair, p. 137. 

1781 Minorca, attacked by the French and Spaniards,, p. 369. 

1 7 8 2 -furrendered, Feb. S, p. 414 - . ....... , 

*778 Mint, the quantity of gold coin brought into it from Great Britain and Ireland, by thefcveral 

proclamations, p. 236.—(Sec Coin). 

Money ,—(See Coin). 

Mont ferret, — { See St. Ckrijlepber’s). 

1)69 Moorings, a bill paffed for the prefer vat ion of them in harbours, p. 131. 

1775 Morocco, Emperor of. Hate of bis navy, p. 187. 

Mortality , annual bills of,-(See Bills of Mortality). 

Vo 1. IV. S c 


Mournings^ 






AN ALPHABETICAL A N 0 


A. D. 

1768 Mournings, public, reduced to one half their ufual time, p. 12O. 

1774 Muffins, the quantity imported into Dublin in this year, p, 174.. 

1783-the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 526. 

-a bill palled to alter the duties and drawbacks on them, p. 539, 

1785 -certain duties are laid on them, p. 605. 

1787 Mujlln and Calico \fanufaflurcs of Great Britain and the Eaft India Company, the competition 
between them Bated at large, p. 654, &c, 

1782 Mufquiio Shore , fucceffes of the Engliili there,' p. 418. 



j 785 Nabob of Arcot , the Bate of his debts referred by Parliament to the Dire&ors of the Eaft India 
Company, p. 794.— (Sec Atcot, Eajl India Company). . . 

1775 Nantucket, an account of its fifliery, p. 182. 

1763 National Debt, an account of it to the 5th of January, &c. p. 26, 

1764 -the fame for this year, p. 58. 

1766-the fame for this year, p. 102. 

1768 -the fame for this year, p. 124. 

•-an account of it by Dr. Price from 1739 to 1775, p. 196. 

1786 - ■ a bill palled for the reduflion of it, p. 629. 

- . an account of it to the 3th of January p. 631.— (See Ways and Means). 

Nava! Stores, a bill to regulate the importation of them from the British colonics in America* 
_ p.630. 

Navigation Laves, new regulations of them, p. 609. 

—— -a hill palled for the increafe of, p. 630.—(See Shipping, Captain Cook, (Ac.) 

1781 Navy, a comparative view of that of Great Britain with the other powers of Europe, p. 328. 
1785 Navy Bills, (Ac. funded, p. 605. 

1781 Keeker, Monfieur, an account of his treatife on the French finances, p. 386. 

Negapatnam taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Munro, p. 409. 

1769 Negro Slaves, the number of them purchafed this year by the European nations, p. 130. 

J773 Negroes, certain duties laid on them, p. 169.—(Sec Slaves). 

Nevis, —(See St. Chrijhphcr's). 

Neutrality, — (See Armed Neutrality). 

1768 Nt vecajllc, the number of Drips cleared from thence during this year, p. 121. 

1769 -the fame this year, p. 130. 

1770 -the fame this year, p, 136. 

1771 -the fame this year, p. 150. 

2772-the fame this year, p. 158. 

J773-the lame this year, p. 167. 

1774 -the fame this year, p. 175. 

1775 -the fame this year, p. 187. 

1776 -the fame this year, p. 197. 

177B-the fame this year, p. 231. 

1779 -the fame this year, p. 259. 

1780 —.-the fame this year, p. 321.— (See Coal, (Ac. Ships. 

1 775 New England J'ijhery, an account of jt, p. 181. 


Newfoundland, 



chronological index. 

A. D. 

i/- J S cseufounalattd, the French attempt to encroach on our iilhery, but arc prevented by Aduuial 
l’allifer, p. 71. 

1769 goods permitted to be imported there from Guernfey and Jcrlcy, p; 13*. 

1 774 tb c exportation to it of bifeuit and peas allowed, p. 176. 

1 7 •'5-great fcarcity of proviliot'.s there, p. 795. 

-Admiral Campbell's conduct thereon, ibid. 

- a bill brought into Parliament to relieve it, ibid. 

-obfei various on the mode of relieving it, ibid. • 

-;- a biU i’ allcJ 10 ifgulatc ..he trade between that bland and tire United States of Ame¬ 
rica, p. 605. 

17S6-new regulations of its fiflicry, p. 6r2. 

-a hill to regulate the trade between that bland and the United States of North Ame¬ 
rica, p. 6ey. 

---a bill to amend the laws for the fifbery there, p. 629. 


1787-the trade between the Uirited States of America and drat ifland allowed to continue* 

P- *' 73- 

>775 Ntwfou>.d!and F'fhay, fame ftatement of it at this time, p. 182. 

-Rate of the bounties now given to encourage it, p. 184. 

1776-hate of it at this time, p. 195. 

178-j-hate of it, p. 571. 

1787 -{late of it, p.672. 

1788 -a hill palled to make certain regulations in it, p.673. 


1 783 Newspapers, the number oi them printed in England during the tail ten years, p. 522. 

1767 A’«sv Vsrk, a bill palled to 1 eft rain its afllmbly from palling any afts, &c. p. no. 

1768 New 1 N k and Bo ft on, non-importation agreements entered into between them, p, 118. 

1773 Noith ir.Jl Pu/Jiige, reward for the difeovery of it, p, 188. . 

1775 Nova Scotia, its alfembly petitions Parliament, p, 18O. 

-rifolutions pallid in the Houle of Commons relative to it, ibid. 

1784-its ftate and probable utility to the Weft India lllandf, p, 559. 

Notes ,— (See Bills of ExchangeJ. 

Nuts ,—(Sec Cocoa NunJ, 

o. 

1771 Oak-Timl/cr, ftate of it in the different counties of Great Britain, p. 149. 

1784 Oak Baik, the duty on it lowered, p. 576. 

1766 Oats, a bill pafled to allow the fice importation of, p. 97. 

-- and Oatmeal, allowed to be imported from Noith America, p. 98. — (See Coni, Grain, of.. i 

1775 Oil, from filh, the quantity of it now confumcd in Loudon, p. 184. 

1783 - exported from and imported into Ireland in this year, p. 524. 

1785 -from Florence, the duties on the importation ofit regulated by act of Parliament, p. (305, 

1764 Order of Council to prevent fmugglingon the coalls of the llleofMan, p. 48, 

1770 Order of the Houfeof Commons to redeem certain annuities, p. 133. 

1765 Ordinance of the King of France relative to the Weft India lftands, p. 7 r, 

1785 Ordnance Debentures funded, p.605. 

*779 Oyfttrs , a bill pafled to preferve the ft flic ry of them at Whitftable, p. 261. 

5^2 


P aijtty? 





AN ALPHABETICAL AND 

A. ft. 

P. 

Paiflcy, hiftory and prefent ftatc of its manufa&ory, (appendix) pi 703. 

1764 Paper Bills, a bill palled for preventing fuch as may be iffued in the colonies from being a legal 

tender, p. 50. 

1773-the fame law continued, he. p. 167. 

1779 Paper, additional duties laid on it, p. 262.—(See Books). 

1787 Papijis , a bill to allow further time for the enrollment of deeds and wills made by Papifls, &c. 

p. 668. # • 

1779 Parchment, additional duties laid on it, p. 262. 

1781 Parker, Admiral, engages die Dutch fleet with great bravery, off the Dogger Bank, p. 372. 
1784 Parliament, the particular diffolution of it at this time, p. 545. 

-reafons for diffolving it Bated in the fpeech from the throne, ibid. 

17H5 Party Walls, a bill palled relative to them, p. 605. 

1765 PaJJis, a proclamation iffued relative to thofe employed in the Mediterranean trade, p. 70. 

j 786 PaJJports and Sea Letters, forms of them, purl'uant to the treaty of commerce between Great Bri¬ 
tain and Fiance, p. 626. 

1782 Patent Offices, a bill palled to regulate them in certain cafes, p. 459. 

1784 Pawning of Goods, a bill paffed for the better regulation of it, &c. p.577. 

1786-a bill to prevent the unlawful praftice of it, he. p. 630. 

1763 Peace (of Paris) concluded between the belligerent powers of Europe, p, 1. 

-proclaimed in London, ibid. 

-definitive treaty of, between the court of Great Britain, and thofe of France and Spain, 

figned and ratified, ibid. 

-- the alterations from, or the explanations of, die preliminary articles of peace contained in 

the faid treaty, p. 1, he. 

J7S2 •—— late, the progrefs of its negotiations, p. 437, 

• . official lefters fent, by order of Government, on the fubjc£l of it to the Lord Mayor and 

the Governor of the Bank, p. 438. 

-provifional articles of, between Great Britain and America, figned Nov. 20, p. 462. 

5 783 -preliminary articles of, between Great Britain, France and Spain, figned at Verfailles, 

January 20, ibid. 

-preliminary articles of, abftraft of them, p.462, he. 

-negotiations for it with Holland delayed, p. 466. 

—— preliminary articles of, advantages and difadvantages of them difcufled, p.467, &c. 

— addrefs in favour of it reje&ed in the Houfe of Commons, p. 475. 

—— addrefs in favour of it carried in the Houfe of Lords, ibid. 

-proclaimed in London, Sept. 15, p. 506. 

j 768 Penalties and Forfeitures inflicted by a£fs relating to the trade and revenue of the Britifli colonies 
in America more eafily recovered, p. 122. 

Perry, —(See Cyder). 

1773 Pcjlle Mill, at Tunbridge in Kent, allowed to be worked, p. 167. 

1777 Petcrfburgb, an account of its commerce for thirty years, p.206. 

1787-the number of Britifh fhips which arrived there in this year, p. 657. 

.. merchantlizcimported from thence in the fame period, ibid. 


Petitions 



A. T>. 


CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 


.766 Pmtin, r.om the mercluim of London, Briflol, Liverpool, Sec. relative to American affaire, 

p. 85. 

t ?r ar li ament ’ fr ° m fevcral counlIcs > t0 promote a plan of national economy, p. 280,200, 
-abftraft ot that from York, p. 289. 

of the Weft India planters and merchants to the King, relative to the conduft of the 

1-1 H m IV) 'llWlevrrv - C i. TT ..ft - a’ 


1780 

I78l 


I787 


Britifh commanders at St. Euftatius, p. 333. 

•of the inhabitants of Fort William in Beng.il, prefented to Parliament, p. 646. 

Lord, annninff'd f u.j... • . r 


p. 247. 


T . , -£>**'» j-v.vuivu iv 1 ainamciiL, u. U41J, 

,777 Pijef. Lord appomted Governor of Madras, arrives there, treachery praftifed againft him, 
p. 202, See. r & 

*779 -nwon made in thcHoufc of Commons relative to his imprifonment and death 

Pilchard Fifhery, the duties taken oft'fait, when employed in it, p. 262. 

17^5 -——-a hill pafied to encourage it, p. 605. 

1786 ———-a further fill to encourage it, p. 630. 

1764 Pilots, a bill pafied for the regulation of them, p. 49. 

1773 - a !,il] P affcd for the better regulation of them, Sec. p, 167. 

1782 Piracy, isle. the former aft to prevent that crime enlarged, p.458. 

1785 Pitch, premiums granted on the importation of it from Eaft Florida, p. G05 

-manufa&ories of it tegulated by aft of Parliament, ibid. 

17&4 Pitt, Right Honourable William, his great popularity, p. 545. 

1773 Phipps, Captain, fails, June 2, on a voyage of difeovery towards the North Pole, p. 166, 
Plate Ghi/s Alunufatlory, a bill pafied to cftablith it, p. 167. 

-_______-in Lancafliire, fome account of it, (Appendix) p, 702. 

Plate, a bill pafied for altering the punifhment of the falfe marking of it, p. 167. 

—— certain duties granted on its importation, and when wrought in Great Britain, p, 576. 
1767 Policies, a bill pafied to alter tiic duties on them, See p. 109. 

1775 Poole, a petition from thence in oppofition to that of London, p. 182. 

1782 Poor, a bill pifi'ed for the better relief, See. of them, p. 459. 

1776 Poor Rates, an account of them for one year, p. 206. 

1783 Poplins and 1 abincts, a great manufafture of them in Ireland, p. 225. 

1774 Population in certain provinces of America, p. 178. 

1788 -aftntc of it in fever il cities and towns of Europe, p. 690. 

1776 Portugal, the court of, piohibits an i’ntcrcourfe with the Americans, p. 193, 

1780 -the Queen of, refufes to accede to the armed neutrality, p. 303. 

1781 -prohibits the importation of linens from Ireland, p. :r j+. 

. certain goods allowed to be impoued into Great Britain and Ireland from the planta¬ 
tions of that kingdom, See. p. 30ft. 

1771 Poft Office, the revenue of it for too years, p. 150. 

-ditto in 1764, ibid. 

—————— an account of the late reform and increafing improvement in the adminiftration of 

that department, (appendix) p. 709. 

1784 Pojlagc, a bill pafied to regulate ir between Great Britain and Ireland, p. 576. 


P- 577 - 


1 bill pafied for granting certain additional rates on it, and for preventing frauds, Sec. 


I v i 1 

1783 Pot rfjhcs, importation of them into Ireland in this year, with the general average, p. 528. 
Pot and Pearl AJhts, new duties impofed ou them, p. 537. 


Phi 



A N ALPHABETICAL AND 

a. n, 

1786 Pot and Pearl A/hes, a bill to grant duties on them, p 630. 

Pufferies, in Staffordfhiic, an account of their progrefs and prefent ftate, (appendix) p.698. 

1776 Price, the Kev. Doftor, his account of the national debt from 173910 1775, p. 196. 

1777 Privateers, American,’ dirt refs the Britirth commerce, p. 200. 

1764 Privilege of Parliament regulated with refpeft to bankrupts, p. 50. 

17 70-ahftraft of the aft for the regulation of it in certain cafes, p. 138. 

1764 Prizes, the produce of fuch as were taken before the war, given by his Majcfty to the public, 
P 5 4 * 

1781 Pr ize Goods, regulations of them, p.397. 

1783 —-. .a bill parted to regulate the faie of them, p. 540. 

PromiJJiry Notes, —(See Bills of Exchange). 

1779 Protection iffued by the French Government in favourof the Captains Cook and Clarke, p. 259. 

1780 Protrjlant AJJociation, an account of it, p. 295. 

-petition Parliament for a repeal of the late aft in favour of the Roman Ca¬ 
tholics, p. 296. 

1787 Providence, New, a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p.668. 

1764 Provijisns, the merchants petition on the high prices of them, p. 49. 

-difturbances concerning them, ibid. 

.. . his Ma’tfly irtues a proclamation for the importation of o' tain kinds of them, ibid. 

-the free importation of them allowed from Ireland for a limited time, p. 50. 

1766 -a bill parted to allow the freeimportation of them from Ireland, &c. p. 97. 

-the importation of them from Ireland continued, p. 98. 

1758 -the importation of them further allowed from Ireland and the Britilh -colonics in 

America, p, 122. 

1769 -the importation of them continued from Ireland and the American colonies, p. 131. 

1770 -the further importation of them allowed from Ireland and die American colonies, 

' P- * 39 - 

1772-the importation of them continued from Ireland, &c. p. 158. 

-.. falted, the importation of them allowed from any part of Europe, p. 159. 

1774 -the importation of them allowed from Ireland, p. 176. 

1775 ——-from Ireland, the importation of them continued, p. 187. 

1780 -falted, the quantity exported from England in this year, p. 32 s.- 

1781 -r—allowed to be exported to certain places in North America, p, 398. 

1783 -the quantity of failed and other kinds exported thither from England alone in three 

particular years, p. 318', 519. 

-- — ditto exported thither from the revolted colonies, See. p. 519. 

-current prices of them at the Philadelphia and London markets at this time, p. 320. 

1784 --current prices of them at Jamaica, at this time and the year preceding, p. 555. 

-average prices of certain articles for ten years preceding the war, p. 557, 

-further account thereof relative to the colonies, p. 558, &c. 

1781 PtuJJia. the King of, accedes to the armed neutrality, p. 33;. 

1780 Public Accounts, commiflioners of, appointed by aft of Parliament, p. 293, 

1783-a bill parted for the bettei examining and auditing them, p. 603, 

i7 86 -a bill to enable the commiffionefs further to examine, &c. the public accounts of the 

kingdom, p. 630. 


Quebec 



A. D. 


CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX. 


1780 Quebec Fleet, the greater part of it taken, p. 303. 

1736 -a bill to allow the importation of fait from thence, p. 630. 

R. 

J784 Rabbit Skins, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576. 

1765 Rarnfgatc, a bill palfetl to improve its harbour, p. 72. 

1782 Ranfom of Ships, £sV. prohibited, p. 45?. 

1765 Raw Silk, a bill palled for repealing certain duties on it, and granting others, p, 72.—-(See 
■SilkJ, 

1783 Receipts, a bill palled to grant (lamp duties on them, p. 539. 

1774 Rccoinage of the Gold Coin, a bill palled for fupplying the l'um for that purpofe, p. 176. 

1778 - - -cxpences attending it, be. p.236. 

1780 Reform, plan of, moved by Mr. Edmund Burke in the Houfc of Commons, p. 291. 

1765 Regency, a bill palled to provide for the adminiftration of Government in cafe the crown flxould 
defeend to any of the King’s children under. 18 years of age, p. 73. 

RegiJIcr Ships, eight of them arrive at Cadiz, p. 71. 

1780 Report of the Iha>d of Trade on the linen manufacture of Ireland, p. 388. 

Refolution and Difcovery, the Ihips, anchored at the Nore October 3, from their voyage of cir¬ 
cumnavigation, p. 316. 

1786 Revenue, the flourillung Hate of it, p. 607. 

- - report of the Scicft Committee on the Hate of if, p. 6©8. 

-receipt and expenditure of them, p. 608, 609. 

1788 Revenues, fsV. a ftatc of them at this time, p.685. 

1732 Ribbands, the quantity exported from Ireland in this year, p. 442. 

I764 Rice, liberty granted to carry it from South Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 
p. 50. 

*767 Rice, Sago Daft, and Vermicelli , the free importation cf, allowed from the American colonics, 
p.109. 

1768 -the quantity of it exported during a certain period, p. 120. 

-a further importation of it from North America allowed, p. 122. 

1769 -liberty granted to carry it from "South Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 

p. 13 r. 

j 770 -the liberty granted of exporting it from Eaft and Weft Florida to the fouthward of Cape 

biniUetre, p. 139. 

1772 -the importation of it allowed from any of the colonics, p. 159, 

1774-the time for expoiting it from Carolina and Georgia, be. enlarged, p. 176. 

1782 -table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain for two diilinft years, 

with the names of the places from whence and to which luch imports and exports were made, 
p. 448. 

--the quantity ofit imported into and exported from England far ten years, p. 454. 

——t into and from Scotland, p. 455., 

1783 -the impoitation of it allowed, p. 537. 

- drawback of the whole duty allowed on'the exportation of it, p. 539, 

7780 Riots in London, an account of them, p. 296. 


a 


Rodney, 



AN ALPHABETICAL AND 


1780 Rodney, Sir George Brydges, takes 22 fail of Spanilh fliips, p. 285. 

-takes five Spanifh men of war, ibid. 

-relieves Gibraltar and Minorca, ibid. 

1781 —— his anfwer to the memorial of the merchants of St. Chriftopher’s, p. 331. 

-his anfwer to the charges againft him on his conduCt at St. Euftatius, p. 379, 380, ice. 

-his memorial to the King on the profecutions entered into againft him on the fame fubjcCt, 

P- 3 82 - _ 

1782 —— gains a complete victory, April 12, over the French fleet commanded by Le Comte de 

Gralfe, p. 416. 

1777 Rum, a bill paffcd to fecurc the duties on its importation from the colonies, p. 207. 

1782 -average quantity imported for ten years, p. 441. 

—— table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two diftinft 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports were 
made, p. 446. 

-the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 452. 

1784 — certain impofts and duties on itdifeontinued for a limited tune, p. 557. 

-a drawback of the duties on it allowed, when {hipped as {lores on board merchant fliips, 

&c, p. 577. 

.1785 -an account of the quantity imported into England during a certain period, p. 602, 

— a bill paired to permit the landing of Britifli Plantation rum or fpirits before payment 
of the excife duties, p. 605. 

1780 -a bill to revive the-drawback on the duties of it when {hipped as {lores, p. 630. 

1787 -imports and exports of it into and from Great Britain for one year, with the duties, &c. 

for one year, p. 660. 

1776 Rujfia, annual revenue and expences of that empire, p. 197. 

1780 —— declaration of the Emprefs concerning the armed neutrality, p. 273. 

1781 —— the Emprefs commences a mediation between Great Britain and Holland, p. 341, 

17,82 —— the Hate of its revenues, p. 442. 

1766 Rye and Rye Meal allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98. 


S. 

1781 Sago and Vermicelli, the importation of them allowed from the Britifli colonies in America, 

P- 398. 

1764 Sail Cloth, a bill pafled for encouraging the manufacture of it, p. 49. 

Si. Thomas and St. John, illands of, declared free by the King of Denmark, p. 47. 

. - — - -- conditions of their freedom, ibid. . 

1770 Saint Domingo, the produce of it in this year, p. 136. 

1778 Saint Lucia, ifland of, taken from the French, p. 227. 

-very able letter written by Sir George Brydges Rodney to Lord George Germaine, 

urging an attack to be made on it, p.228. 

1779 Saint Vincent, ifland of, taken by the French, p. 232. 

-fituation and aCtive conduit of the Governor of it, ibid. 

1781 Saint Eujlatius, ifland of, taken by Admiral Rodney, p. 329. 

-conduft of the Britifli commanders on the capture of it, and its confequencei, p. 330. 

-great part of the prize fleet taken by the French, p. 368. 

5 Saint 



chronological index. 

A. T>. 

1781 Satnt^ Eujlxtius, a motion made and negatived, for enquiring into the conduct of the 

Commanders in Chief, on the capture of that ifland, p. 379. 

-furprized and taken hy the French, p. 414. 

178a Saint Chrijhphcr s, Nevis and Afontferrat, taken by the French, p. 415. 

-- f hc produce and manufafture of thofe iflands allowed to be imported into any of his 

Majefty’s pons in Europe or America, p, 458. 

1783 —- a bill palled tor regulating the imports of the produce of thofe iflands, p. 538. 

1764 Sale of Lands , in Grenada, the Grenadines,’Dominica, St. Vincent’s and Tobago, advertifed 
by Royal proclamation, p. 46. . 

-conditions of the file, ibid. 

1764 Salt, gathered on the Turk’s Iflands, by the Bermudians, p. 48. 

-the exportation of it to Quebec, allowed for a limited time, p. 50. 

1766 -the exportation of it from Quebec, allowed, p. 98. 

1779 -the duties of it taken off, when ufed in curing pilchards, p. 262. 

1786 -a bill to allow the importation of it from Quebec, p. 630. 

1 785 Salts, of various kinds, a bill pafled to regulate the laws refpefting them, p, 605. 

1765 Sandwich, a bill pafled to improve its haven, p. 72. 

1777 Saratoga, the furrender of the Britifh army there, p. 

1785 Schthlt, the navigation of it undergoes very little alteration by the treaty of peace between the 

Emperor and the Dutch, p. 599. 

1763 Scotland, T ruftccs of the forfeited eftates there, their patriotic condudl, p. 9. 

1765 - - — a bill pafled to regulate bills of exchange and promiflory notes there, p. 73, 

1782 -the quantity of tobacco imported into, and exported from, that part of Great- 

Bntain, p. 455. 

1788-equalizing duty on fpirits diftillcd there, and brought into England, p. 674. 

1779 Sea Coajl, a proclamation for driving cattle from thence, in cafe of an invafion, p. 258. 

1786 Sea Coajls, a bill pafled for improving them, &c. p. 630. 

Seamen s If ages, a bill to prevent frauds in the payment of them, p. 630. 

1781 Secrecy, Committee of, appointed by the Houle of Commons to enquire into the war in the 
Carnatic, p. 362. 

784 Seizures, the diftancc from thofe extended, at which they may be made, p. 553. 

1764 Senegal, a bill pafled for veiling it, See. in the African Company, p. 49. 

:77a Sheep, the annual account of the fale of them at Smithfirld, for forty years, p. 156. 

1774. -number of, fold in Smitbfield, in this year, p. 175. 

773 Sheffield, an aflay-mafler appointed to that place, p. 167. 

766 Ships, the number entered inwards, and cleared outwards, at Liverpool, during this 
year, p. 97. 

-ditto, at Briflol, ibid, 

-- regulations made for the loading them with coals, at Newcaftle and Sunderland, p. 98. 

•769 -the number of them employed in the trade between Great-Britain and America, p. 130. 

773 -annual amount and value of, at this time, built in the colonies, p. 165. 

-the number of, which failed from the .Notth of Ireland to North-Ameriea, with 

paflengers, in the two preceding years, p. 166. 

-a bill pafled to prevent abufes in'the fale of "fhares of them to foreigners, p. 167. 

—- ditto, for regulating thofe loading coals at Sunderland and Newcaftle, ibid. 

5 C Ships, 
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1778 Ships, French, an embargo laid on them in tlic Britifli ports, p. 326. 

1783 - Brit'jh, encrealed greatly, bv excluding the American, p. 520, 521, 

1786 -a bill palled to .promote the encreafe of it, p 630.-—(Sec KcwcaJUe.) 

1773 Shipping, the annual amount of it, at this time, in the colonies, p. rbj. 

1765 Silk, a bill to encourage the manufaflure of it, p. 72. 

- Stacking s, Gloves and Adits, a bill paffed to prohibit the importation of foreign ones, p, 73. 

1769-a bill palled for encouraging the growth of it in America, p 131. 

1779 -organzined, the importation of ii allowctl, p. 261. 

-organzined. the importation of it allowed from Italy, See. p 397. 

1783 -the quantity of it imported into Ireland, on two different averages of three years, p. 326. 

. raw and organ zinc, a live years average of its importation into England, with the 

duties, ibid. 

- and Mixtures of Silk, exportation in this year, from Ireland, ibid. 

-organzine Italian, the importation of it continued, p. 337. 

1784 -raw and th own, additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 577. 

1766 Silks and Velvets, a bill palled to prohibit the importation of them, p. 98. 

- Crapes and Tuff cities, an additional duty laid on the importation of them, ibid. 

1777- wrought, and Velvets, the imponation of them prohibited, &c. p. 207. 

1781-exported fiotn Ireland, in this year, p. 393. 

-a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, ibid. 

1787 Silver, the amount of it lent annually from England to China, for three years, p. 667.— 

(See Coin.) 

1786 Skins, a bill to allow the importation of raw goat-fkins, p. 630. 

1784 -rabbit, the exportation of them prohibited, p. ; 76.—;'See Hides.) 

1777 Slaves, the number of them in the French Weft-Indies, p.207, 

1788 --the number of them, at this time, in Britilh Weft India iftands, p. 690. 

-fonie further calculations concerning them, ibid. 

Slave Trade, a bill paffed to regulate it, in refpett to the mode of carrying flaves from the 
coaft of Africa, p. 677, 

1764 Smuggling, an otder of Council to prevent the praflice of, particularly on the coafts of 

the Ifte of Man, p. 48. 

1763-the means taken to prevent itcaufe great difeontents in America, p, 62. 

1779-— abllraft of an a£l of Parliament to prevent it, p. 262. 

1784 -a bill paffed to prevent it, by various regulations, p. 355. 

--a bill paffed for the more cffeftual prevention of it, p. 577. 

*717-a bill paffed for the further prevention of it, p. 668. 

1785 SnuJ', drawback on the exportation of it fettled, p.605. 

1777 Soap, a bill paffed to fecure the duties in its importation from the Colonics, p. 207. 

1766 Soar, the river, made navigable, p. 98. 

1765 Society of Arts, Manufaflures and Commerce, eftablifhed at New-York, p. 68. 

1786 - Britijh, incorporated by aft of Parliament for extending the filherie* of the kingdom, 

p. 630.—(See B: itifh Fijhcry.) 

1769 Sound, the number of vefleis which paffed it this year, p. 130, 

1772-the number of veffels which paffed it in this year, p. 158. 

1774 -the number of veffels which palled it in this year, p. 175. 
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1781 Sound, the number of Britilh and Dutch {hipping, which palled the Soun^y for three 
years, p. 359. 

1786 Southern fVIutle Fijricry , a bill for the encouragement of, p. 630. 

1787 -an account of it, during the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, p. 658.—(Sec the fVhale 

Fjhery.J 

1763 S^utb-Carolina, produce of it entered for exportation, during a certain period, p. 7. 

1766 Spain, declares its neutrality with refpea.to Grcat-Bi itain and America, p. 193. 

1779 -becomes a mediatrix between the powers at war, p. 247. 

—— propofes terms of pacification, ibid. 

-the proportions of, refufed by Great-Britain, p. 248. 

-the ambaffador of, delivers a referiptat the court of London, ibid. 

-the refeript of its rainifter anfwered at large, by the Britith court, p. 248, 249. 

-the real motives of its court in taking part with France, p. 251. 

1783 —— its fituation at the clofc of the war, p. 476^ 

Speeches from the Throne, quoted in this work. 

1772-p. 163. 

1 774 -P- * 7 *> * 74 - 

* 77 S-P- * 9 °» * 93 - 

1776-p. 192, 194. 

j 7 8o -p. 297, 327. 

j 7 S, -p. 365, 376. 

*782-P- 4 *o, 439. 

1783-P- 479 * 5 ° 6 - 

, 7 8 4 -p. 545, 567. 

1786-p. 607, 612. 

*787-P- 6 3 2 > 6 47 - 

1788-p. 669, 677, 

1766 Spirits , additional duties laid thereon, p. 98. 

1768-foreign, a bill palled for a more effeflual prevention of fmuggling them, &c. p. 122. 

1783 -foreign, a bill palled for the more effeftual preventing the fmuggling of them, p, 540. 

1784 ——.—. Britilh and Weft Tndia, new regulations of the duties on them, p. 554. 

-for home confumption, the duties on them difeontinued for a certain time, p. 577, 

1788-diftilled in Scotland, and brought into England, fubjefi. to an equalizing duty, p.674. 

1786 -an account of the quantity annually made, from Midfummer, 1749, to Midfummcr, 

1786, p. 627.—(See Brilijh Spirits, — Dijlillcry , f dc.J 
1766 Stamp Duties, a bill palled for fccuring them for copies of court roll, p. 98. 

1785 Stamps, a bill pa (Ted to transfer certain of their duties, he. p. 605. 

1787 Stamp-Duty , in France, on commercial inllrumeuts, p.653. 

1765 Stamp A if, preliminary obfervations concerning the palling it, for the impofition of ftamps, 

in America, p. 60. 

-the American, palP-d both Houfes, and received the Royal alTcnt by commiflion, p. 66, 

- —— the immediate rffedls of it, p. 60, 67. * 

_violent condudl of fevcral of the American Colonies in confcquencc of ir, p. 67, 68. 

1766 -- for America, repealed, p. 85-—-(Sec America.) 

1779 Starch, the duties on it better fccured, p.262. 
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1779 States-Ceneral, memorial prefentcd to them by Sir Jofeph Yorke, relative to the tranfportation 

of naval ilores, p. 257. 

— -arc required to affift Great-Britain, according to treaty, p. 258. 

-negleft the memorials of the Britifh minifter, ibid. 

-proreft Paul Jones, and their reafons for fo doing, p. 258. 

1780 -their conduft to Great-Britain, p. 265, 266. 

— --memorial prefented to them by the Britifh minifter, p. 268. 

-provifional anfwcr given by them, *p. 270. 

1781 -memorial delivered by their minifter to the King of Sweden, p. 244, 245. 

-publifh a manifefto to juftify their conduft towards Great-Britain, p. 348. 

1782 -receive an ambalfador from the United States of America, p. 418.—(See Holland.) 

Steel, —( See Iron.) ■. 

1781 Stockings , the amount of the import and export of them into and from Ireland, in this 

year, p. 394. 

1782 -imports and exports of them into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 443. 

1783 -import and export of them into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 328. 

Stocks ,— (See Funds.) 

j 784 Stuffs, mixed with fi!k, a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, p.577. 

1785 Cotton, duties on them repealed, p.605.— (See Cotton.) 

-certain duties laid on them, and other fimilar manufa&ures, ibid. 

1766 Start, the river, a bill patted to preferve the navigation of it, &c. p. 98. 

1773 Sugar, the amount of its importation into Briftol, in this year, p. 166. 

1778 — . .— a bill pallid to prevent the fmuggling of it, p. 237. 

1779 - a bill palled to prevent the fmuggling of it from America, p. 262. 

1780 —-the annual confumption of it in England, for fifty years, p. 320. 

1781 —,-additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 398. 

1782 ,— -table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great-Britain, for two diftinft 

years, with the names of the places, from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
were made, p. 445. 

-the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p.452. 

- - — ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1783 -refined, a bill palled to prevent the re-landing of it, &c. p.539. 

1785-an account of the quantity imported into England, during a certain period, p. 602. 

17S6-a bill to regulate the exportation of it, from the Britifh Colonics ro foreign 

ports, &c. p. 630. 

1787-imports and exports of, into, and from Great-Britain, for one year, with the duties, 

&c. for one year, p. 660. 

1775 Sugar Colonies, tile ftatc and nature of them deferibed, p. 183.—(See IVcJl-Indies.) 

1763 Supplies, an account of the grants of them from the revolution, p. 26. 


— 

-tor the fervice of this year, p. 17. 

1764 — 

-the fame, for this year, p. 53. 

I7&5 — 

-the fame, for this year, p. 74. 

1*66 — 

-the fame, for this year, p. 98. 

1767- 

—— the fame, for this year, p. 110. 

1768 — 

— the fame, for this year, p. 122. 
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1769 Supplies , the fame, for this year, p. 131, 

* 77 °-the fame, for this year, p. 139. 

1771 -the fame, for this year, p. 1 50. 

1772 -the fame, for this year, p, 139. 

*773 - tlle f amc » f° r this year, p. 168. 

1774 -the fame, for this year, p. 176. 

1775 -the fame, for this year, p. 188. . 

1776 -the fame, for this year, p. 198. 

x 777 ——— the fame, for this year, p. 210. 

1778 -the fame, for this year, p. 238. 

1779 -the fame, for this year, p. 263. 

1780 —-the fame, for this year, p. 323. 

1781 -the fame, for this year, p.. 399. 

.1782 -the famc.'for this year, p. 459. 

1783 -the fame, for this year, p. 541. 

1784 -the fame, for this year, p. 578. 

1785 -the fame, for this year, p. 606. 

1786 -the fame, for this year, p. 631. 

1787 -the fame, for this year, p. 669. 

1788 —— the fame, for this year, p 685, &c. 

1776-fent to the lhitifh army at Bofton, p. 195. 

1770 Stunk, the river, in Yorkshire, a bill paffed for compleating the navigation of it, p. 139. 

1780 Sweden, declaration of the King of, concerning the armed neutrality, p. 275. 

1781 -the King of, propofes to mediate between Great-Britain and Holland, p. 373. 

T. 

1767 Tallow , Hog's-Lard, tsic. the dut’es on the importation of them difeontinued, p. 109. 

1776-temporary difcontinuance of the duty on tiic importation of them, p. 197. 

,770-a further exportation of them allowed, p. 137. 

1786 Tallow, a further bill to difeontinue the duties on the importation of it, p, 630. 

1779 Tar, produced from coal, p. 260. 

1787 Tariff of duties to be paid, according to the arret of the King of France, p. 653. 

1781 Taxes, perpetual ones, a review of them, from 1776 to this year, p. 402. 

1767 Tea, black and finglo, a duty of is. taken off it, See. p. 109. 

_drawback granted on its exportation to Ireland and America, ibid. 

1770 -the American duty on it continued, p. 135. 

,772 -the duty of is. on finglo and black difeontinued, and a drawback on the exportation of 

them, when exported to Ireland and the plantations, p. 158. 

,773 -the diminution of the export of it, on account of the American troubles, difadvantageous 

to the Eaft India Company, p. 165. 

.permitted to be exported to America, free of duty from the Company, ibid. 

-not differed to be carried on fhore at Bofton, Ac. ibid. 

--amount of the confumption of it in the colonics, before the importation duties were 

queftioned, ibid. 

a bill paffed to prevent frauds in the venders of it, p. 207. 

Tea 
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*778 Tea, the duty on its importation into any of the American colonies taken off, p. a S 7 » 

*783 -its annual importation into Europe, p. 530. 

■ . • an adl amended with refpect to the removal of it, p. 540. 

1784 —— the fevcral duties on it repealed, and others granted, p. 577. 

1787 — — the quantity and forts of it imported in this year, p. 667. 

1768 Texel, the number of veflels which entered it this year, p. tai, 

1771 —— the number of veflels which entered it in this year, p._ 150. 

1774 Thames , the river, a bill palled for improving the navigation of it, p. 176. 

1777 -- a bill palled for improving the navigation of it from London-Bridge to 

Staines, p. 207. 

Thread Manufaflory , in Scotland.—(See Paijley, 

1766 Tillage, a bill paffed for the improvement of it in the neighbourhood of London, p, 97,. 

1771 Timber, Quk, ft ate of it in different counties of Great> Britain, p. J40. 

1775 Tobacco, ftatc of its trade previous to the war, p. 187. 

,779 -a bill paffed to encourage the growth of it in Ireland, p. a6r. 

,781 . . . additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 31,8. 

1782 —.—table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great-Britain, for two diftintt 

years, with the names of the places from whence and to which fuch imports and exports 
were made, p. 447. 

-the quantity of it impoited into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 453. 

—— ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1783 ——— a bill paffed to fecurc the duties on it, p. 337. 

-the growth of Scotland, relief granted to the owners of it, p. 539, 

1785 the Merchants of London, Briftol, and Gl&fgow, trading in it, petition the Houfe 
of Commons, p. 596. 

-certain ftatements concerning it contained in the Merchant’s petitions, ibid. 

—- a bill brought into Parliament for the better fccuring the duties payable on if, 
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——— declaration of the Chancellor of the Exchequer concerning it, ibid, 

1786 -- a bill to prevent the fraudulent removal of, p. 630. 

1783 Tobacco-pipe Clay, permitted to be exported to the Britifh plantations, p, 537. 

1781 Tobago, the illand of, taken by the French, p. 355- 

*785-- a bill paffed to regulate the importation of goods from thence, p. 605. ' 

Tools, the exportation of fuch as are employed in our iron and ftccl manufactories pro¬ 
hibited, p. 606, 

1787 Tools and Utenjtls, a bill to prevent the expottation of fuch as are ufed in the iron and ftcel 

nTanufaftories, p. 668. 

Trade, fketch of the coal branch of it, (Appendix,) p. 701. 

1768 Treaty, between France and Genoa, for the ccflion of Corfica, p. 121. 

1783-between the Emprcfs of Ruffia, and the Queen of Portugal, p. 485. 

-between tlu King of Sweden, and the United States of America, p, 486. 

- -- between the Mahrattas, and the Eaft India Company, p.479. 

1788 ■ .. between the Courts of Ruffia and Portugal, p, 678. 

-between Great-Britain and PruiTia, p. 683.—(See Convention.) 

1766 Treaty of Commerce, between Great-Britain and Ruffia, p. qt. 
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1778 Treaty of Comment, between France and America, p. 213, & c . 

j 7 So -between Holland and the United States of America, p. 305. 

1782 between the Courts ofl’ctedburgh and Copenhagen, p. 420. 

—-- between the Republic of Holland, and the United States of America, p.427. 

17S3 1 icaiy cf Peace, the definitive, between his Britannic Majcfty, and the Moft Chadian King, 
p. 494. 

between his Britannic Majcfty, and the King of Spain, p. 500. 
between his Britannic Majefty, and the United States of America, 

P- S °4 

1784 -- between his Britannic Majefty, and the States-General, p. 564. 

1785 -between the Emperor of Germany, and the States-General, &c, p. 599. 

1778 % cuty of Alliance, between France and America, p. 219, &c. 

1788-between Gieat-Britain and the States-General, p. 680, See. 

5785 -between France and Holland, p. 599. 

1786 Tr eaty of Alliance and Commerce, ratified between the Court of Pruffia, and the United States 

ol America, p.613. 

1770 Tent, the river, a hill palfed for the better regulating it, p. 137. 

1772 -a bill palfed to make a certain branch of it navigable, p. 159. 

17S6 Trials, a bill for the regulation of them refpefting offences committed in the Eaft-Indics, 
p. 630 . 

1782 Trincomale, taken by Sir Edward Hughes, p. 410. 

1763 Tru flees of the forfeited F. flutes in Scotland, their patriotic conduct, p. 9. 

1764 Turk's IfLmds , violences committed there by French veffels, p. 48. 

-reparation made by the French Court on account of violences committed, ibid, 

-— defciiption of them, ibid, 

-the Bermudians gather fait on them, ibid. 

u. 

1781 Upholflery, the amount of import and export into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 439, 

1767 f /re, the river, a bill pafli.d to render it navigable, he. p. 109. 

* 774 Utenfds, the exportation of thofc employed in the cotton manufacture prohibited, p. 176. 

1775 ———employed in the woollen, linen, See. manufactures, prohibited from exportation, 
p. 187.—(See Tools.) 

J782-the value of its imports and exports into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 443. 

1783 -import and export of it into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 52S. 

1781 Fault ban, Major-General, his anfiver to the charges agaiuft him, on his conduit at St. 
Eullatius, p. 381. 

1779 Vellum , Parchment and Paper, additional duties on them, p.262, 

1785 Velvets and Velvcrets, duties are laid on them, p. 605.—(See Silks.) 

1784 Veffels, of certain dimenfions, the building of them prohibited, p. 553. 

1787 -the number of them employed in the Greenland filhery, aud to Davie’s Straits, in 

this year, p. 657. 

Veffels and Boats, a bill relative to fuch as are liable to feizure by an aft of the 24th of 
George III. p. 668.— (See Shipping, Whale Fijhery, Newcajile, £sV, 

1763 Vinegar, additional duties on it, p. 4. 
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1780 Vinegar, additional duties laid on the importation of it, p. 323. 

1775 Virginia and Maryland, the annual import from thofe provinces before the war, p. 187, 

w. 

1775 Ware, earthen, painted, a certain kind of it permitted to be exported, p. 188.—(See Pottery. J 

1786 lVaJh Corn, the duty on it, from Midlummer,' 1749, to Midfummcr, 1786, p. 627.-— 

(See Dijlillery.) * 

j 785 Water-Bailiff of London, frrves notices on the coal-faftors, &c, on account of certain 
combinations among them, p. 6co. 

1787 Waterford, in Ireland, a packet eftablilhed between that place and Milford Haven, p. 667. 
1770 Watckitt, in Somerfctlhire, a bill palled for the prcl'ervation of its harbour and quays, 

!>• * 37 - 

1763 Ways and Means, for the fervice of this year, p. 22. 

2764-the fame, for this' year, p. 55. 

1765 -the fame, for this year, p. 76. 

17$6-the fame, for this year, p. 100. 

1767 -— the fame, for this year, p. in. 

1768 -the fame, for this-year, p. 124. 

1769 -the fame, for this year,* p. 132. 

1770 —-the fame, for this year, p. 141. 

1771 -— the fame, for this year, p. 152. 

1772 -the fame, for this year, p. i6r. 

*773 ——-the fame, for this year, p. 169. 

1774 -the fame, for this year, p. 177. 

1775 -the fame, for this year, p. 189. 

1776 -the fame, for this year, p. 199. 

1777 —--the fame, for this year, p. 211. 

1778 -—— the fame, for this year, p. 240. 

*779 -the f aiI,e > f° r this year, p. 263. 

1780 —-the fame, for this year, p. 325. 

1781 ——— the fame, for this year, p. 401. 

1782 ■■ —-— ■ ■ the fame, for this year, p. 461. 

1783 -- the fame, for this year, p, 54?.. 

1784 --the fame, for this year, p. 578. 

178- --the fame, for this year, p. 606, 

1786 -the fame, for this year, p. 631. 

1787 -the fame, for this year, p, 669. 

1788 -the lame, for this year, p, 686. 

1784 Wax, duties granted on the importation of it, p. 577. 

1784 Wax Candles , duties on them repealed, and other duties granted in lieu thereof, p. 577. 

—— duties granted on licences to make or fell them, ibid. 

1763 Weavers of Spital Fields, their difeontents on the falhionableufc of French filks, p. 69. 

1774 Weighs, a bill pafled to regulate fucli as are to be ufed in weighing the coin, p. 176. 

3768 Wells, in Norfolk, a bill palled for improving its harbour, p. 122. 

1781 Wejl Florida, the conqucft of it complcated by the Spaniards, p. 357. 
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1765 Weft India IJlands, a commercial regulation of the French King refpe&ing them, p. 71. 

J 775 ——— • proclamation made there forbidding all intercourfe with the Americans, p, 184. 

1780 ————— the quantity of flour and other fimilar articles exported there in this year from 

England, p. 321, 

J7S3-not dependent on the United States of America, Ac. p. 518, 519. 

1788 ■ -a bill paffed to lettlc the commercial intercourfe between them and the United 

States of America, on a more permanent footing, with previous obfervations, p. 674, 675. 
(See Sugar, America, tsfc.J 

1766 IVeJl Indies, Britilh, a bill pafled to open*certain ports therein, Ac. p. 86. 

1773 - a pafled to encourage foreigners to lend money on eftates there, p. 167. 

1781 -- in general, alflidlcd with a moll dreadful hurricane, p. 336. 

-petitions delivered to Parliament from the iflands of Jamaica and Barbadocs, p. 337. 

1784-the neccflity of allowing a free intercouife between its fugar colonics and the United 

States of America, in American bottoms, for the aflual fupport of ^tlie former, fully in- 
veftigated, p. 954, Sec. 

1787-an account of (hips, Ac. cleared outwards from the iflands of, from the ports of 

England, with thofe entered inwards from the fame colonics for one year, p. 659. 

-ditto from the ports of Scotland, Ac. ibid. 

-an account of the fliips, Ac. entered inwards and cleared outwards in the iflands of, 

to and from the feveral ports in the Britilh colonies in North America, and the United 

States of America for one year, p. 66c. 

an account ofgoods expoued from thence into Great Britain during one year, being 
the produce of the Sugar Colonics, p. 661. 

-ditto, being of doubtful produce, ibid. 

■ an account ofgoods (being Britifli produce and manufacture) exported thither from 
Great Britain for one year, p. 662, 

an account of goods, (being foreign produce and manufacture) exported thither from 
Great Britain for one year, p. 664. 

-goods imported from thence by the Eafl India Company, p. 665. 

17S7 Weft India Tr ade, ftatc of it, p.659. 

1775 Wtft India Planters and Merchants, ^icir petition to the Houle of Commons, p.179. 

1781-petition the King relative to the conduft of the Britifli com¬ 

manders at St. Euftatius, p. 333. 

17S4-petition Parliament on the prohibition of any intercourfe be¬ 

tween the Britifli Sugar iflands and America, in American velfels, p. 548, &c. 

1781 IVcJi India and American Convoys, outward and homeward bound cfcape the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, p. 371. 

1764 IVhalc Fifhery, a bill pafled for the further encouragement of it, p. 50. 

J768 ——-the number of Dutch velfels employed in it, p. 121. 

—————feveral afts continued for the encouragement of it, p. 122. 



further encouraged, p. 198. 

the number of (hips employed in it from England, from 1775 to 1778, p. 281. 
the famefrom Holland, from the year 1770 to 1778, p. 231. 
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_the number of fliips employed in it from England in this year, p. 259. 


— the fame from Holland, ibid. 
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1780 Whale Fijhcry, an account of the number of Britifh and Dutch fliips employed in it during this 

year, p. 322. 

1781 -the number of (hips employed in it from England in this year, p. 396. 

-totally flopped in Holland on account of the war with Great Britain, ibid. 

1782 -the number of fliips employed in it in this ycar-from England, p. 441. 

a 7S3-the number ofEnglilh and Dutch ihips employed in it in this year, p. 521. 

1784-the number of fliips from Great Britain and Holland employed in it in this year, 

!'• 5 68 - • 

1783 -the amount of it this year in Great Britain, p. 598. 

■ —. ditto in Holland, ibid. 

-—— (Southern) proclamation of the King of Denmark for the encouragement of it, ibid. 

j 7b6 —1—new regulations of it propoled by Ltord Hawkeibury, and fince carried into execu¬ 
tion, p, 612. 

-- - -(Southern) a bill to encourage it, p. 630. 

,787 --the cncreaicd number of Britifh fhips employed in it this year, although the 

bounty was reduced, p. 657. 

—— -(Southern) an account of it during the years 1785, 17S6, and 17S7, p. 658. 

3788 - . .. .. (Southern) a brief ftatc of it, p.689. 

..— from Holland, a full flatement of it from the year r661 to 1788, p. 693. 

■-the cncreafcd number of fliips employed in it this year, with their cargoes, p. 694. 

177f> Wheat, and other articles, a certain quantity of them allowed to be exported to the Sugar Co¬ 
lonies, St. Helena, and the Eaft India fcttlements, p. 198. 

1 777 -certain quantities of it allowed to be exported to the Weft Indies, p. 207. 

1783 -permitted to he exported to the Sugar Colonies, p. 537. 

1784 -fevcral laws revived arid continued, relative to the exportation of it to the Britifh Su^r 

Colonics, &c, p. 577. 

1785 -the exportation of it to the Britifh Sugar Colonies regulated by aft of Parliament, p. 603. 

1787 —;—a bill to escort it to the Britifh Sugar Colonics, p. 668.-(See Corn, Grain, ttfc.J 

1766 Wheat andJVbcat Flour allowed to he imported from North America, p. 98. - 

1767 -- the importation of it further allowed from any part of Europe, p. 108. 

1772-allowed to be imported, p.-ijg. 

Wheat, Indian Corn, Barley, &c. allowed to be imported, &c. p. 159. 

1780 Wheat Flour, Oatmeal, £sV. exported in this year from England to the Britifh Weft Indies, 

. P* 3 2 J* . 

1763 Wines, French, additional duties laid on them, p. 4. 

1766 —5- imported, an aft relative to them amended, p. 98. 

1778 -foreign, additional duties granted on the importation of them, 7. 237. 

1779 —— foreign, a drawback on exporting them to the Britifh fcttlements, p. 262. 

3780 — and Vinegar, additional duties laid on the importation of them, p. 323. 

1783 . a bill palled to prevent frauds in the landing and removing of them, p, 539. 

1784 -the provifions of an aft of the 23d of Geo. III. relative to the removal of them in calks, 

bottles, &c. p. 577. 

178s from Florence, the duties on the importation of them regulated by aft of Parliament, 
p. 605. „ . 

1786 —— -a billfor repealing certain duties on importing them, and granting new duties, &c. p. 630. 

5 - Wines, 
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17S7 IIinfs, forcgn, a lull to allow the dealers in them for the ftock iu their poffeflion, See. p. 668. 
17SO Wo or. soul II tod Ajhcs , -.1 bill to "rant duties cn them, p. 630. 

1777 II 00!, a bill pafied to prevent frauds in combing it, p. 207. 

J 7^~ -the quantity of it feized at different periods, p.441. j 

1783 -Spanifh, its importation into Ireland at different periods, p. 525. 

1784 -coney, the exportation of it prohibited, p. 576. 

17S5 - a bill paiR'd to prevent frauds in the manufacture of it, p. 605. 

1788-a bill palled to prevent the exportation of it, p. 676. 

1786 Wool Cards, a bill to allow the importation of them at a limited price, p.630. 

1765 lp r oolien Aliinufaitory, in Yorklhire, two bills palled for the regulation of it, p. 72, 73. 

1766 ■ -. .Hated in the inftruflions oftheci,ty of Norwich to its representatives, to be en¬ 

dangered from the Scarcity of provifions, &c. p. 97. 

j775 -the exportation of utenfils employed in it prohibited, p. 187. 

1780 -■-of Ireland, obfervations on it, p.287. 

1783 Woollen Manufacture, the fuppoled annual produce of it, p.522. 

1774 Woollen Drapery, the quantity of it impoitcd into Dublin in the coutfe of this year, p. 174. 

1780 Woollen Cloths, the quantity of, exported in this year from Great Britain to Ireland, p.322. 

1781 -—— the quantity made in the Weft Riding of Yorklhire, for one year, p. 395. 

*782-the quantity exported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p.442. 

1783-- the quantity made in the Weft Riding of Yorklhire in this year, p. 521. 

-imported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p. 525. 

1787 Woollens, an eftimate of the annual value of the export of them from England from 17811» 

1787, p. 658. • 

—— ditto from Scotland, ibid. —(See Cloth). 

Y. 

Tarn ,— (Sec Linen, Cotton, &c.) . 1 
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